
8t Hia,orJ oundatlon. In(:. 
• \11, Minn. 

0 L 1-uaTO Y JNTERVIC 

wltb ~ag1e Orr O'Nolll 
her home 
all•• Wiec0il9ln 

ober 1. .19S5 

r,y Helen Mccann ¥bite 

All publlcatlon :-laJit• to the content of le Ol'al 
hS._etory tervl(;w are held by the F r t History 
Foundatioa, Inc. , 2706 Wer.t vcnth cw.evard. 

Paul, Mlnneaota. Permi•sion to pw>Uah any 
part of thia !'al blatory lntervlew m'18 o t.alnec1 
m wrltln(I from the Forest Hiet ry Foun4atlon. Inc. 



DATA SHEET ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW 

FO ST HISTORY FOUNDATION, INC. 
2705 West Seventh Boulevard 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

INTERVIEW 

Date: October 1, 1955. 

Interviewer: Helen McCann White 

Persona interviewed: Mrs. Maggie Orr O'Neill 

Place: At her home in St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin 

Other persons present: None 

Remarks: 2 reels. Mrs . O'Neill talked from notes in the first half of the 
interview. 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Date transcribed: October 4, 1955 

Transcribed by: Helen M . White. Copy made by Ann Lindquist, October 6, 
1955 

Mailed: October ll, 1955, to Mrs. O'Neill 

FINAL EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

Transcripti ons returned: (October 31 ?) 

Remarks on editing: Mrs. O 'Neill made a few corrections or additions. 

Information on release: Special permission must be obtained from Mrs. 
O'Neill. See correspondence, N ovember 7 and 8, Helen McCann White 
with Mrs. O'Neill. 

Final disposition of copies: Mrs. O'Neill, Forest History Foundation, Inc., 
Minnesota Historical Society, Wisconsin Historical Society, Mr. Jl. E . 
jilaughter, extra copy for files. 

M il d To Mrs. O'Neill on December l, 1955 
a e : J 



l .. 
it 

. 
( b.y 

3 

y 
bull 

) 

r-

..,p 



·c.c .. . 

ab l 

ilt i."l n· 
cl 

nI 

ho , to tllr 
put be •tlf 
sin . 

(Did you y 

~. yes. 

t do y 

(Di 

or r d, 

C ool 

rch. 

t , 

lt t 
r int r 

p 1n 
r .o:i 

gth of th !c . 

r 
nu: n 

, P 1:1. We 1 
in th nc in the ny, 

• o o chOt>l 
• ye to bud p 

bu bio dam a 
Indiana t 

::U-t?n 
b r 

G C • OUX 
•.ia b 
icf, Si 

p 
Ac 

Uc from n bail -

to er 
wt 
inn V 

n kog, 
. a 

d up, 

in! o Inell chi f' 

kin?) 

ill :tith 
p . J O ! 

t from • tcr - hil 
. 

c iuc o.nd the be d ?) 

her e 

lco of the v ry bl'i(J c ... t, yallo " 
, many ruffle th ir ... ·lrt 



(Did th y 

Oh, . 
im too Big J 

- nic 1 

Fo 3:c 
o. l o . . y 

y a.Uy. l y 
bo • th nth 

ugar, 
d trad fi 
t c 1:c muc 

mby 
uing OU tl. . 

l m 

oul er 
k uh 

t ,•ro hud and 0£ n Umc tl ey'd 
rk. 

Tb y Jll t bout 1 red n £re h i h, cl ugh t th t 
Cld m n out all tho time orl<:ing t nll the d1f£ r 

b tr Indmn oy - nnd cy alway brough John 
.:. w:mtc . I ,;. oin to tell you wh t h p ... od to 
mu dercd y .rb tor n g de. 7hi man caugh J n 
bcon fightin for day and he cu John' h,.. ·d rl.th 

\\ en d thiu ?mp , o y ~ 

H lived t 

(You know 

b n 
wint r I kn u 

chool If o 
1 tim b 

hool I 
11v 

~ wm 
I'd llko 

anyway. 1 
e t 

Ot' ~ 

nf er I !l oote, mu t, v fo ·ty y ~s. 
ry 1 r g man nd v al.thy 

inr.er an then it no-
rel done 

en :Cightlng with rnl 
ful thing. I 1t bnclly 
yr; brcu0h u -... n!cc t 

thingo. 

c !ift en?) 

t , I born in '72, nnd I ~ £" toen the 
our c, c . down . re and we t to 

y j t t of my min 
en my 11irl rer in 

r 
y hat to 

C llt I 
t Chri .. 

r . 1ero is. ye 
com. wat 

zic. 

(Then b cut c le nnd ol th m to zio?) 



ell. he'd o to mak arrariaement with who ... 
r he waa 1otn3 to k f r in the WU'ltv. o■ alway• they'd aeb4 a acaler 

up. The toga, don't you .w, were haul and tacked on the ice on e rivers 
ad the &cater would com and acale the log and 1 r member my father• laat 
og mark. They called i 1" bbU foot x. Of COQl'ae. the x wae plain n sh 

and the rabbit foot wae made of four little dot arid then z. n waa the laat log 
mark that I can reme:m . r. 

ea the m work wa• dcne in the fall. fatbei- went to Stillwater and 
de arl'anaernent £or wmt•r in the wooda. 

(Did he buy hte 1QPP1l•• there?) 

For a 1ood many "8,r •• btat latol' he g 
at e Falla - .. or eve at Ch-ant•~I• 

em nearer home .... perhapl here 

(Can you tell a little bit about how f0\1 ot roacly to go to the wooda?) 

Well. we saw that there wa1 a 1ood au.pply cf blanketa. Of courae, father 
ot those at StWwa er. we tied many c:Oznfortablea, I remember. and the 

c:lothl.Qg wa.a fixed up. Y . aee, no e came home from tho wood.a lllltU 8J)rmg. 
uni••• they were W or 1ome other thlna that they must come for. everything 

• r dy jut to y rlp there all winte~ loq. 

(You had bl•nke • and comfortable•?) 

Ye•. 140&:l• .............. ey verta:>Jc a Wo and their bunks wer made one 
ove the other 1n e house, bl the mi n•a amp. thoy had plenty of bay 

~der them and then they'd pile the hay u.p for plllowa. That'• th way they all 
pt. They ••med o very aatiafled and happy. They were all anxlOWI to 

e a Job in the w . 

(They didn' t 

th ro were ao whit blankets. They were all 11" y. 

(Did they wash 

Never dllrir&g the winter and l dOD1t remember ally of the men thel'e domg 
any 'W&shlna for them.selv • Of cour••• we ,,..h brother•• and father•• cloth
ing, bu.ta• tar a for the men tolka, I cu•t l'emembel' that they ever waahed 
any, not any. Their tocking•• when they got too bad to wear. they put them in 
he bl1 box atove and burned them and aot new m.es. You know. we had what 

they called the wa.uipn ox, a. great bla heavy w oden box, t bat contained., ob, 
hirt•, blanket ahlrte blanket drawer•. and oc •• and t ... .-cco. I can'& 

r member 'Wbat elae men f olka needed, but thoy th011ght they needed that. 

(And they would llY oae thinga?) 



Yee. they bought tho•• tbiA&•• 

(And I •1.1ppoao cbaraed them aplaut eh· wages?) 

(Could you e e comfortable• from yeu to year?) 

WeU. ii tho com£ r blea wero•t oo ~ they were atackad away with 
ctunpbor. mind you, f d up With a lot of campb~l" in them and p&t overlwad 
1n the graa.ary or ltl eame outdoor bwl&a a.n4. com-ae, t!Mty -.re all rlpt 
or th• next winter in the wooda. 

(You left them at camp?) 

Oh, never. We 'broa.pt them hOIXle. Everything waa broqht heme. 

(When you mad them, d1d YO\l rnak• • em of patchwork?) 

ory e wa ma of patchwork. Of course, we could buy calico abt 
cents, or ten. cents OJ' welv cents yard and ct tlmea mother would. cut that 
callco Into trip• to make a klnd ot a pretty pattern or aomethma. People were 
fond ol hand sewms tn th'Jse daya. 

(Well, with all your family, 1 euppoae there W"ere en~ atJ'la t help 
with it.) 

WoU. the older &irJ.a were all married and gone. I think the 011e l wem 
to the wooda with in 1880, ehe wa• the aaly cao that "Aantt married. Oh no, 
there waa still a yOWJger one than abe wa■. -was ten year• older than t. 

watt etaht years o1 er than L an they were wunai-r!ed. but all thereat ,..re 
married and had famUlea. Some ol them bad ch1ldren nearly •• old aa L Of 
cOQl'ae. nO?io o! them llvcd at home but ~ two tJnmarried ones ana my two 
unmarried brother . 

(l waoted o aek y011 to tell •omethtng b t the trip iDto the wooda. Do 
J°'1 remcmbc1' 'r) 

Well, ye• I d I remember a lot m things about tt. eapecially tha 
fli'•t trip bocawse Ir on a load of. bay with my brother and bad plenty ot 
W1111U1.ete and clothina to cow~ mo. We~ as far as St. John's toppblg Place •• 
Chu waa on the St. Crofz. We stayed there th first nlpt. 

(You •tarted frozn &be farm?) 

W • etarte u-om th farm and I'll tell you aad incident. My brother 
u oc1 to •ma a little d1Cty that be au.a moat all tho way up to St. John'• oppma 
Placo and L lyin3 all cov::red up wlth q11Ut• ud everything. cried many a ud 
tear because 1t waa a s •• m y mother alway• eang and it juat made me homesick. 
0£ COID'M. 



(Do you remember it? a 

Oh ye • I think I clo: 

Gospel •h4>o ar ilina, sailing, sailing. 
The 1oapol shipo ue al11na, bowad for Canaan'• happy ahore, 
Glory ballelula, all Oil b0&rd are •• tly inging, 
Glory hallelula, hallcluia to the lamb. 

And ho jlit.t k pt that going and U reminded m so of mother. Well, after we 
•~Y at the stopping place all D.iaht. when w atartod out the nut day, I made 
up rny mind that 1f he tart d that aong aaaln J was going to make him •top lt, 
b eaaa 1 juat cowdn •t have it. Dut we arrived 1n camp before 1t waa .really 
dark and, of courG , my 1Gtor being there already. tt wa.• Uke comlna home 
a &in. I Juat loved to b 1Q that camp. You know. l'd llke to be you.rag and I'd 
like to go back and liv my 11.fo ove?. There are same things that war sad and 
all that but mo•t of my life l'vo had a happy time. 

(Yol.l etayed at this S . J hn'• Stopping Place overnight? Was there a 
hot 1 thct ?) 

W ll, tt s c.:Ue4 t plng place. h yea, thoy had many bed and 
ams and evcryon oin& to tho woods c.ncl coming from the woods al

wayo stopped at St. Jabn'e toppina Place. Tbat was QQ the St. Croix. 'lo 
ttendcd a bi JruUan c th r ai:.c up::,n a t.Jma too when we were at Sioux 
or g , right acroaa the river. and that wow.d be Mumeeota. of c ow:ae. They 

had a b,i.g plain field and we nt down one afternoon; ~ heard the drwne, heard 
the singi.ng d dancing and there w 1"8 pilea of nice blanket• and pUca of decr

Wl.d overybody was o dre •• od up and had o many bright colors on. It 
ju.s :lik a circus l~r .ua. 

(Who was in charge of ... John's topping Place?) 

A man by th name of l O'Donnell. Ho ~• illwater man. He 
&nd his wife and they ba.d cook with them from Stillwater. a big fleshy lriah 
glrl by the name o! Sadie Rob rtaon. 1 remember :.:hem so well b caut my 
brother- in-law was in our camp that winter and often he'd sa.y, "Maggie, came 

n. Let's go down to St. John's Stoppma Place and apend a while this evem.n, '• 
and we'd go and l remember c night camiD& home, it ~z Just before we broke 
c~p. The ice at the dac :,f, the rivar a• we we,:e WAllting up. ju.it goin.g to 
4et ' the rlvcr and walk up the 1lde hill, the lee br e nnd I kind o! went 
throu h. not too far, up to tho knees, I suppoae. My brother-ln-law hurried me 

to camp and, ot coar , o ba?'m dane; I didn •t even catch cold. But we never 
at dov.u a;ai.Q bec:AWJ it waa setting along toward prlng and the ice wa• 1otn1 

to thaw pretty soon. many thiDaa. e~n the moll of the wooda, and the amell . 
! oar cook c:unp. the mell o! doughnuts and amuer co~kics and dried appl 

pio , nnd all th thin& tba: my ulster uaotl to cook, y know. aomctim a it 
c c back to m,o. Ii I hap to run into any of thocc o:lors in my house anywhere 
i all co,:nes back. 
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(Your ai6 ar ma t v beon quite a C&l>"ble cook.) 

h, , .ph e v r ood. Mother'• children were all capable. The etpt 
girlCJ were~"7orkera. Thoy learned to do everything there waa to do on tho £arm 
and, of ccur c. with a ig fillnily everybody had to mrk. 

(Did you ha a e win3 chin at hom ? ) 

Yeo, my arandrn er broughc my mother a cw:lng machine when I wa• 
ten y ar old d brou ht it • to our !ai-m and g v i to my mothar right 
a y I lea1·ned to sc,., h I :.,a ten yea,.- ol . 

(Did yo11 mak your 0¥111 cl thea ? ) 

Motlle:r u o C\lt and at them, of eoa.re • I ewed tho sQamo. 

h yea, of cour e di:l. I can't remember wha ~ put them ln. We 
d 't hav gripe or satchel or anythin1 Uke tbat bu we ~eked a. big undlo of 
cl thes and took them witb u eo that we had ty in e camp. .. • knew we'd 
b otaylng 11 wint r . 

(Did you butcher !o:-e you went?) 

h ye , we had ! oi ll' own and w y had a barrel of cr.-k an 
Jar.a of utter, cou.rac; we mr Ct\m butter. We c0u!dn1l 

y ge. Isn't it qc.cer y didn't u e y g oac d y ? No 
d y , y kno "' thoy o many egg everyplilc , y eating plac . But 
tho o d ye 1e didn't hav y st to carry because we had ao,n·dcniah. 

(Tw didn't ptit s • yQtir pancake ? ) 

c didn't put e in U' pancakes. They w rcn •t pancakes. thoy re 
fia.pj cks. They--wo1·e 1.z !, well. alm e 1 c of a dinner plate. We 
had. lons grlddl cooked Ui.re tim • My si1tcr wo have 
~ ,.. be doz te at a time r thr c of those plat s 

before 1; men wcukl be and ahe w ti ta.a hard a3 ho could 
to fry t1a Jacks lor th er -.,. 

(What id they t on th · &pJ cks?) 

rup forever. 

(Maple?) 

No, juot comm yrup. I on't kno-... what they called it then. •(Have 
i- m Ted boy called it cl drip). W l o many .eyrupa that re 

• 1.applementary lnfo,,&"u~ 
interview ia inlertod with 

given by Mra. O'N ill when ahe corrected the 
parei,theaea and indlca.t by an aaterisk. 



pe~bap• lighter m c:olcr 
a Alce dark color. 

( rpum?) 

lighter in •igbt, but that waa a heavy ayrep aod 

o. we had that ater, it waa•c. k wa • j\l t bi& Jug• of ayr11p and 
they a e yru.p o their ea.:n and. they ueed to o por gl'avy and thia Yl'IIP and 
beat it with tbeir orke and U would beat up white and creamy lookina and how 
they loved that en their pancakes and hot bi■clli •· 

( ork gravy and yru 2) 

(1 nevf/1." heard tha . ) 

tn., it' a aood. 1 Uke i . Once iD a wbll•• Ju•t for myaelf I male• that, 
jut little of it, of cour•e· I don't auppose my children wo..ald want uy of it. 

(Old you cele rato any holiday• 1A ca.mp?) 

Not a •mglo oae. 

(Not ev• Chl'iatma ?) 

ot even Chdetmaa. l d0111t remember that we hung llp a green ""' .. ™ ... 
cau e the woods were grOOll arowacl ue, way u.p to the camp door■. We never 

bad thought of Christma.a. e thOllpt abOl&t Chr tmae. of courae, and woo-
r oy wer d home, bllt 110, we had o celebration in camp 011 

Christmae time, n any. We generally co the very nicut thmge we <:ould. 
f~ a ice dinner, bu.t o celebratlcn for Chri1tma• OJI' any other holiday. 

(D you have any re~ celel>rat1011 ?) 

ere wa• notbiag bu th• Sundaye. All the men wore •o bu.•y •- they 
were 411 ebaviAg and they w.r• all hanging 11p their s ockinga and their wet 
cl the and everytht.Dg. They had pole• aod poles over th• bJ.a boz atove IID4 
vnien unday night came tho poles wwld be ba.nglog fwl of •ock• and their red 
flannel shirt• abd r•d flannel pan.ti. It wa• just a pie ure. 

,old they •in& very much?) 

Oh yea. and my rotlaer whiatled. ell. he tW 1'biatlee, that brother 
t was here can wbietle. l toll tell bun. u , J'immy, not qwte ■o loud. " 
y. lt'• Juat •rrWc. The nelpbor• alway• hear him, the oo•• on ea.ch •lde 

that live o close to me. 

(11m &iorry be went bac . We ahoald have ma4 a record of hia whl•tUng.) 



An you know he 'm'..l$~ds - .. of course~ they were all fiddlox-s, even l 
flabbl~d in that. al1d 1t waa all the old-time dance t\Ul~ • That'a what .Jimmy 
c~•; get a-v,ay froll"¼ Sa brother that'ti hore With mo um.'"l'.loi-e.. lie <;an•t ~et 
away .!ram those old-time dazi4;• tWioa, IJ<l~e " co tuno - ho ju.at wht.atlo3 
them every minute he' awake~ 

Tborc1D tho L'l)otril• D • am'' and the O . i r• J ,.,y and the "5a.il.or's 
Hor ~pi.,:iic' 1 an.J all thoo old, d i:hing. amt they bad ,,hen I vmt, a y·,u..~~, ter. 

{l 'W.\ntod to ask you •·· yoq wo;-e teUu,.g the ~~, of. the old-:!aishi _ ed 
dnnc~s .... did tl1ey daJice a !o!: tn he l~bor -camp?} 

Yoe, :..1'>.c m !olb~ eed ~~ aq,1&re dnnce -w. ~i.eh· own o,wn_,. Bomebod.11d 
~Ya m~:>uth orean. e man who cnme from i.;.,.ill .r:tter pb.yed en .... cc:"'rdion. 
The"/ uoed ~o d.:~.ce atn!l?l.!Z,~t tt-.cma.elvoa. You.'d ece tho four couples zetttng up; 
all men. ~d dancing i4. qus.ro &.nee, aom.eane calling olf.. 

{Did yoti. e ~e.: play f - one o! their dancetl ?} 

v ~ .. o. W hl;.d the !itl~~tHJ up theru. ..1y in-other and l used o pl y <:o
in a wt.Uc. hu .. no. w ovE.tr d • . 

!Jo. l used to pc~k !:hr .?Wl end s-:.-o them :10:n tlmt;t!J. We novar ,.ven~ 
qyo::- rutd w,;-itchod the.ti dancinJ, ut hetu·d them .,._ hey w~e ri.,.the.r :r1t"'l.;y, rolt 
1.:.nt,\;r. 

(It must have been a v~ry large cabin.} 

It wa'l a J.arge ca.bin. l"hat big box stove :mutt ba .. ,e taken. u.p about a 
quarter of it, and bu.aka on 1th JI side, 'but the fr'}J\t part o! it. it m11at havo ea 
clght by ten. and the.y -ou.1 dance~ squaret dance L"t the:e nicely. 

( Vhat aongo did hoy oin3 in the camp?) 

h my. 1 wish l had thought a.boot that beeaust: l did taiow. Oh. 11Mary 
Acros~ the Wild .Moor" wa.o e. 



(Ia it Jriah?) 

l ell, 11M ry Acr ae th il Moo.r" • n • wa. a poor girl who d 
tray and ahe•d left with her baby an eh.e camo back home. and tried 

le to get tn. "Her ei- wa• deal to her crl . Not a sOWld of her v ice 
r ch hie r . 11 Tb.llt'• t line•. I can•t i-eui~10or .... but anyway in the 
morning when ho got up Mary lay dead with her in. her arme. All the 

• were a • Every o1 • •· ''The Flying Cl d11
• that wae a aoaa a ou 

piracy. All the sanga tba.t they aang. you know, all had a real ato-ry and it • 
cl y aad etory. a ttJ y German". that e other one. Johnny Oerman 
l ft bis aweeth r &w.:ly aomewhoro, per pa to war. 1 on•t remember 

yway when be cam back. ahe 11pbratd d blm for being so cruel Dd he 
d he had n ver £~ otten her and be •d al yo loved her eo evoryth!n; wa• 

All rig after awhile all 0111•• over t a atory and !inlmed tbe 
story too. SomcUmea I thli:ak there are a goad many thing• m the radio that are 
no¥er 11nished. But tho ooags were always finish • I wlah 1 had thought a ut 
it cw.iee there werc·dozens of those old songs, an cou.ree evoryt>ody thoae 
days at bom.o alway, S&ttg them. 

(They aang om the same anoa?) 

Th eame an.cs. thcr• were very cood voicoa in there too. .My 
brother bad a uico voice. Jnstcad of ataying in our camp with us. la th r, my 
sis r an I, he would go to e camp with the men folk• where they were atng .. 
mg and sing with em. He had a •plendid vol.c • There were good •ma J'S and 

re wer dancers that bp nlc time. too - you could hear the rhythm d all 
in our c.e.mp so plainly. 

(Did thoy ing very 

They aang ab • 1 remem 
f lt d in camp. bad ame do 
or ame place and had meaale ... 
of course, they didn't camp or th 

y th.er Jt1•t hlt<: put bJatJ 

coly time that ove:ry ody 
~llilm~"Where to aorne other camp 

ck meaele1, mind you.. ell, 
1t atop work or &J:l~S· 

bro\lght tht• man to 
hiG h which • ee up nor Cl"e. He had black rnea.ale 

aed away. othe.r men ever it waa. and 
ne e got it from camp or• e t ho'd been vtslttng. 

r ow. l'v noiv ,~w..~u of any black ffl.:,a..,~,,;, eit\Ce that. 

(Did they have 

ure never did. 
I don't remember ever 

y accidents in camp?) 

ther was a very car man and wo never had - -
of an accident in cu. camp. 

(Yw dtdn•t havo much lckne a either,. ? ) 

No, they we.re U, and tr«,s and hearty a it em to me that, 1 
can't underataad now that eo many men. o DlfiJ1Y dl.fferent men In y. 
and y t ere wa• no lllne• , o coa:nplalnte of_ any kind. U a man had stCIIDlD.ch• 
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chc-. perhaps, from eattn3 too many bean• or scmethmg. he'd •~Y bl camp 
half day. or maybe wbol y, but otherwis o illnoa ,. no complaints at 

all. l'uat up wlth the wn. mid daylight in the wa.rnp they were in the woods 
rJdri • 

( ·~s :Joo:D. a.a tltey nt 
l 51.ll)pO&e.) 

in tbe wood • you had to waeh up all e dishes, 

Ob my. we bad diaho • later bad ao much c..,....~g to do and my mother 
t ; c two winter• 1 waa WU:b her j11at aa :sooo. c,y'd be gone we'd ah the 

:lahca. and she'd go to cooking becauae that b t ume.r bad to be aent oa.t. 

CD1d you peel potatoes?) 

Oh ye , peel potatoe • and picked ov r beans a1M1 waahod rice and got 
y to cook and picked ov rand cut out the little eed part of the dried apples. 

l were ao buey aa horn ta. and juat think of the salt pork we had to ice and 
oak. • aoak.ed it tn 'Warm water ao U..t tt wouldn't eo Nlty. I doubt if 

y' •ver eat it Uko ey did If it had be n •o Alty. o we bad pleaty to o and 
we bad own turnlpa and our potatoe• &om farm. 

fDid they !reez m th cnmp?) 

Never. The camp 

(Old the men lUt rlc ?> 

Oh. they love l . 

fHow did you propue t?} 

We Juat plain bollad i... i• the way they wanted u. and then that wao another 
thlng hey at all that heavy wv •n-"P cm. lt wa •t dark as aoraJ:w,m but it 
wa mighty oweet jwst like a hc:lvy brown sugar. 

(They ato it cm th rte ?) 

That's what they eel their rtce. I r saw men eat syrup OD ao 
many thlnga. 

(~ebody told me they ate it on potat.ooa sometimes.) 

I GAW them putting egar on their otatoe mnetimea. ThAay1d malh a 
pot& o an their plate and butter it or put aam p01!'k gravy on it. then° put some 
vlnepr o.n it. eat it tba y, but 1 dan•i think l 1d like it. 

(Kind 0£ like p ato ~ ? ) 

B1.1t more and more ~up. My. J wiah I hid oao old •yrup cans. Hon• 
etly, l JIA•t wilh I had one of •em to look at. 
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{How big were ey?) 

hey held int piece. May er " be three on a ta • e 
r.t each end. and Oil middle, and of all th syr~ that those men ld cat. 

it --

then?) 

ood for th • too. it was pl and nice. Mother used 
in gingerbr 

(You d to r winter?) 

t •· a big wood , '• r gbt 
and lt was eaoler to haadlc. 

kind f a cane anup. 

ell. it mue cane ayrup, but !t 
than the yrup . We buy t r• 
ii it \Cra.8 just a r, a little heavier 
ed oyrup t • 

(After you had food out for lunch, 

a thlck r and U l 
bbit, but tbat 
b j'-llt like tho 

have a Uttle lm o!f 

ell, juat ot ry ueh. After l hAd ........ ~t Mr . Foote to us th.~ 
ma.chin that \Vlnter, I uaod to go up there and ahe'd how me her beadwork ud 
h to do things. wouldn't talk. She could eho could undorstand 

very word you aaid, bu.t l don't know, abo -.a.a ahy. I'• a wonder •be v r told 
me -.at. n.nin.ne-mo-r:ha.y ' meet. That m eweetheart. But. 110, they didn't 

t to talk Englllh. Th y'd ccme down to tbe camp_ and they'd it dowa. 
other alway• p-vo them 1n of tea and co de or doug}m\lta or wha y, r we 

had t en, and mother would talk to them and o would I and " Uh, n 111aa yea 
0 Uh, 11 hake their head for no. and lot o! Di • o got along fin • 

with thom alway•. 

(How did tho Indian quawa wear thell" bah?) 

P rted from th ccntor tha front to o c er of the ck and ta two 
braid . And how they did conte them. I rememb r o w:lnter mothor had 

can red flower• off a t . , maybe mother •t, maybe Maute bad 
them. but yway they wer In camp and "Oh. Jm1. ' how nice they tboupt they 

on-:1 1 gave them th .0 it and they botmd hi their bil long black 
r lde. The 1.Ddlan men t flr•t win.tor, ~ Ol"e tho Ions black braid 

with bright calico or brlgb ring• o£ ome Itind. to be very bJ"ight, raided 
right bi their ha-tr, look v ry retty. I mow echool had lt fir 
enter hunent they were ttlng on an Jnc:Uan ~.... ., . l knew juet how o dress 

em up and yo1.1 know, J made em cap• of a. -aroman• black otockiilg• apllt up 
the leg• and mad blg 1 black braid• and bra the red •tringa and tbinl 
ln. 1t wa• juat fine, and l bad all klA<ia of pe cock eathera those days l got 



chicken feather•, rooeter feaJher•. 1 waa roomms Normal alrla auad bad them 
bzlng me feather• from the f&rm. big 10111 'Wlhlte feather• uom their chicken•. 
and I made the chief'• headgear, a• they called it, and he wore it in toe echool 
play. I think my Carol ha• it now. 1 knew Ju•t how to fix it. And lt wae beauti
ful too. White fea.thera, 1 had colored all color•. 

(Did Big John Foote wear that kind of a head4r•••?) 

Oh yea, at the powwow• and the medicine danc • and everything, blat not 
every day, not when he1d came down to the camp to 1.ay 11kokuah" or aomethioa. 
he wouldn't bat he had one for their dreaa-up med.le e dance• llll everythilla 
like that, all th• ceremOD1e -· when they put on their resa.Ua. It looked plctur• 
••que. 1 alway• liked to watch u . 

Well, 110, it wa.a a kmd of a chant, juet a chant, and how plainly we could 
ha&J" em, J1.1at as lf they were down a& our camp fJ:om their vWage way up 
the aide hill from u.a. 

(Waa there any name tor the Indian vlllage? ) 

No. There u■ to be a name llp north of r -- near R1.1ah Clt.y. I •\I.P· 
poae Y°" know all about lt perbapa, up on the . Croix. an the Mlnn••ota aide. 
They called it Chengwatana. l apoke of lt in my little ooklet too. beca1&N that 
ha• gone now. and the nilaaton. of cour••• that they had 1n th• old daya, tlaat'• 
a thlrla the paet. I tJatok there arentt a ball a do:sea. people who remember 
abou.t it at all. 

(You're probably right. 1 wae thinkina alao bout the ainglng. D they 
Sn; ill the camp any aonga about the Swedea, or the Germana or th other 

Qlltlellaltty gl'oupe ?) 

No, not in tho•o days. I think they did later. I think when tho men wel'e 
builtJlna Never• Dam, twelve miles above here, I Chink they did. It wae all 
lmmy ac:m.ga, German, or Swede or whatever, or Jrlah. You know, the wediah 
people uaed to be very much hu• when you'd y anythina fwmy that they had 
d01le or aald or repeat anythin& they'd done or aaid that waa funny. They dJ4n't 
like it cne blt. But you J1tat 1tve the Jriah all you wanted to and you could make. 
all the fun o! them Y°" wanted to and tell everything b0Llt an Irlahman ud th• 
Irish didn't care at all. I know we had a lot of .b'lah 1n lllwater and arOWld 
bere, alao. 

(You. bad lriahnlen in yOGr camp?) 

Oh yes, we had all ldnda. We had a S e one winter they called Cul 
ory. Hi• name waa CbuUe ory and every man in camp called him Cw. ory; 
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11ppoo they were shortening Carl to Cul. Ev ry nee in a while th y c d 
d coaxed Cul Story to in a dlah oug. "Y u'll Ju t make fun of it. 1 

•t do i~ " bat you ju t a ~ Jfm Carrigan or y re Iri lman and h 'd ing 
Irish •0111 for yau and you c uld laugh all you ted to. They didn't c:1r , 

ut 'a true of the dl.U r nt nationalltl••• 

(Can you think o! y cul Irllh 1on1 they Uk ?) 

'lell, l don't kno e ne.tnc o! one. but J. 1-,;,.- e Jim uaed to s tn • I 
know Ju.at bow it started out. ut 1 can't carry it 

(Well, start it outt) 

Sowlda terrible I euppoee: 

0 Aa J was awalking one mornbig m M y, 
I met a pretty female, and this 1 did ay. 11 

c.nd so aza. and that wa.a the e and ab®t the meter. 

(You doo't remember what happened to the !emale?) 

Oh, he (lot ber. 

(Oh, of coura I) 

He got her, of cou.ree. There never wa• 
Everything was lovely t the end. 

unflniahed eons those day•. 

(I heard about a aong th other night, of. raffle. Dld you ever hear e 
ab a rafile?) 

" The Irish Raffle. 0 ell, l 've heard lt, I surely have. l can't recall it 
Just now. 

( omeon.e wa. telling It to me, but he cowdxl't remember a.11 of it either. 
I was hoping you might. omothing about a. rafO.e for e benefit of a woman and 
ho.r chU ren. They Md a ce nd they due d all night. and thoy had !isht. ) 

re. Wouldn't be Irish U they didn't ve a ftgbt. Then after the fight 
they'd probably go home m tn arm. 

(Dld they have any flgbta in the camp?) 

Never a alngle ltght iD my father•11 camp. Fc..ther wouldn't etand for any• 
thing like that. And tt seemed to me that they. all of them, 1n the threo winter•, 
that they were all real -- maybe they bew the women lolke could hear. or it 
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might have been ao many of em ware ou.r own relative•• too -- we nover had 
a f'lpt d!sagreement and not a blow waa etr ck, I'll ea.y that. 8'1t my !a thar 
wa a pea.coful man and h wouldn't keep a man thn.t had a:llY bad temper an wa• 
Uk ly to do anything. 

(Do you remember how rnuch the mea earned ill the winter?) 

h yea. Fifteen dollar• a month. The eutter a (I wa• goina to tell you 
abo\it lt) .... the c\lttera with their abarp axee would 10 out. the flret ones to 
ata.z • Th~y•d cat a big notch bl the bottom of tho r o on one •id• a.Ad then tbe 
laWJ'Qr • WQwd take over the other aldo they'd w and whon they got to that 
cllt cov•e the tree would fall whlchever -way tho cut wae. That'• the cutter• 
and the aawyera. Then they had trimmer•. They had to 10 to every tree and 
trim ofi every branch a.net tbe1:1 the marker• that PQt the mark on the lo&•· Jt had 
to be cut through the bark and tnto the log• of com-a . U the bark came oU th&& 
muk woald be 011 th11 loa ltaclf. And what ela 1 thou;ht about the other day? 

yes, then th••• logs wer loaded ac what tbDy called "acoota11 
-- low tnal1 

eleda, atou.t llled• that they could roll thoae log• up , coot■ to take them down 
and pile them on the landlna, and the teametera, of <Cour••· I mentimed the 
trimmer• and tbe mar era. The landln1• were made on the lc:e of the l"ive.r. 
1 waa Juat thinking the ther day • - my father ne r went up river in the aprln1 
to aee a. out tho•• 101• or anythSn1. They muat bav floated tram the -- oh, 
there wer• so many, many amall rlv•r • &Dd creek• and brooka, a• they called 
them -- Cha••• Brook. and Toad Brook and ao ma.11y small rtvere up there that 
they loaged en. Yau k:Qow, we had euch deep auowe every winter, every winter 
never fail, and in th sprlllg the freahet would take thoae loga out and they'd 10 

into the St. Croix !rom wry cne of tbeae river• and lu-ook• into tho St. Croix 
lver, then an to S&lllwatGr. But 1 wae juat wonderlna the other day and l 

111&Dted to &L my bl"ctaer and J for1ot. Uthe i-twr drlvel'e went farther tu.ft the 
St. Croix Rlver? I don •t belie 'I they did. 1 don't bell ve they worked oia any ol. 
thoao small au-ea.me bl&t every e of thoae ■mall treame were loged 

w reme~rod, e men clld drive all the •mall rivers and tream■• 
a song the rlvor drivere, 0 red ehlrt n they were called, 1ang: 

"Oh. I worked for Dwm and Cr ty 
Opon tho Creek drive 
Whe.ro the sno qw.t<>&s were big a• hwnming birds 
And nearly eat u■ men alive, etc. " ) 

(Noone from the camp etayed there?) 

No ono from the camp, • (b\.at snen went up on tho c;reeke and •mall• ream• 
and 'l'lvera and " drove" the log• into the St. Crota Rtvez. ) 

(How many teams id you take up.1) 



Well. the £ix- t: :v1tit r Wi= hnd two .. ~m d !01.1r horse to m . I 
don1 t t-'lOW ,vb.y we 1,;'7Zlhled 1.t. It eemo to me they only used. that :fou:: ho:- e 
t am to haul us up to camp nd ack from cam • ut th n i.;y oingled them t, 
y '· ow. u cd them 'n th "¥7 od to haul the co ta a d to got the l og down to 
he river an<l then they eked and pile , with _;;>e vey•. and tha~ts what 

they called thoa thing t they • Ghed the log up to the .. vp vf ~ach load. 

(Did you ta.k all tho uipm_ent llP on sled ? ) 

, tool, th n-i u, mo..,tly on wacono. '\ went up the first of Novcn1bc::r . 
• e l te t "W"e ever wen the fifteenth of Nov m .. r Jrl.~ ~~ewinter w walted 

fm- hcnvy mow. Then went on sled• and perhaps,.lia.c e, two, th:'~ .. , 
foul' or fiva - - becauec w too loada of bay and loadt JI. feed and paraphernalia 
f~ our camp and for th m n' camp an<1 the blg wa.nigan boxco, 6 x 8 x 8 slz~. 
We ml.let have had them, I don't remember bat tw t ams. but I ,c 'tr member 
h ., many hor•~ tci!.mt;. e must have. had thr or .. our, ruayb m ore. ...4y 
£atI1er•a nice bi6 iat hol' st Ho.roes fl-om the :£arm, of c:ow."'o. Hew~ ee.oy on 
his horec• and then the other men. the eighboro or our relath \;e that we:-c !arm.
era arou.nd us, they alw .. y had th lr tea.ma too. i.iO they bad to build pl:lce for 
th . They neve.r d tho ox•n 1n with tho hors G, you know. Tho horses 
had a nice big clean - - 1 a ld 111'wae Ju•t aa n c o r camp. • 'l'hat was for 
tho ht1rtee. Thon they b&d .i le~ bll 1-..nto foz tho oxen built onto the eide 0£ the 
hoi-aea• barn. That was AU made of big logs. They'd back a place 1n each end, 
then they'd let the next log lit into that, and ou .:std o."'l ov ry cornor er e the e 
not.ch d logs •tlckin t, 1-nayt,e ten or twelve m.chos. bnd I j11.st loved to Qe itt 
l wondered when 1 was out at Delta. looking at the log houaea and camps th.:!.t w:>re 
o ere nd they said they ad a log village and th h sea in all the villnee were 
m.ad of log• like thoy ns d o hnve them and in lb.at wholo village there ,wrc Ju•t 

few who bad he notched 1 • and the end of e log.. icking out like Uui.t 
every corn r . That the be, uty of it Co me. 

fTherets a litUo o .. d h ee still standing at Marine., isn•t theret wUh log•. 
made that y ? ) 

Yea. that's the way they used to bo.ve them. 

(Did the lndianc live lo. round wigwams ?) 

Oh yeo, they lived ln wlgwanns. JahA Foote had a kind of a log house 
that they pu.t up. small logs~ y know. 1t wasn't bwlt l ike a ctunp wow.cl be. but 
wh nevc1· the logs we:::- cut in any place and ca.mp left, •ome of the ludlan 
a.lw-ays would move into the can:ipe. They did that a great deal. 

(Oh, yot1 mean 'When the ca.mp waa leit? ) 
. 

Yes. the camps, courac. were all left thei-c. Juat think of itl 1•d like 
o them now after all the c years. You see, I'm 83 and my la•t winter at 
~p was 08 year• ago. 
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r n't y children who .-ent up to er.mp, w re ther ~, 

Oh 

(Yours u ual tn:per • nc . ) 

The older •i ho wa• golng to etay with 
ck home. er llr t baby aad Gb atayed 
dn't st~y a y e w nt bom and her 

v month 1 b y. r ouldn't 1 my 
thou he wa ci ar s old then o mother 

tay with her. u tht! wintc1· l s 
r 1 was married I h 4 110 chUdr n. I either 

,-,orkcd ln the d tm nt otores. My bu. band 

( Thon you bad r 

1" , th n :'1 over thirty J. thought if I'm v r go .. 
e children one !lGW an old by a doctOl' 1n .Mtane ... 

I couldn't , that I shouldn't or couldn' t. I 'd had operation 
es. But l mnde up my mind - - well, my moth~r bad thirteen. 
ugh r• five ns and l waa ughter, I waa the t'Welith 

1 made up my mind i£ my mother thirteen, 1 wae o 
d have one. I juct cl all e Um was coming it lnl 

oy nd eoing to hlo dad b dad waa oo ue ot to 
ildron t I • J!.'1'1,~ mether we g to g t n1 nicely with 

, but, oh d ar, • en came and he ly red-headed Iriabman, 
tber jua .. wont c:- t:y bout him :and ollcd him entirely. 

(I• he the one who lives own at Eau Clair ?) 

Yea. 

(la he still red•hcaded?) 

b yea, a ust s thick•• ever and 1 ell him lt'• curlier. and 
• h~ u■ed to y about havln1 t curly hair becauae the:r ~r 

• • tA htgh s e that ha.4 curly he uffd to pat water on 
a.lgbten it ou en he'd take one k• and pull the leg mad 
1t to we hair . Might •• well gger try becau.ae that 
ut in Then I had a d.a out three years t ~ and 
ea ba a •ter was living With e of my older l•tera. 
, well, imc, Ma11tc, now o e both O'NeUl bablea, 

Cbarli 1a time you can ha e look a llttl• btt like 
ro nough, wh o lrd an• came. the ona that 

e look like our ,. with color of our folk•• and 
r te plt». 
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(But your bah- wae reel.) 

Y s, ind cd it 
j t c uti!ul when I .fi 
bad curly red hair. 

• my u.th r'• 
t r memb r lt. M 

o red and curly. It wa• 
1 c hair nd my !a.tbe.r 

(How many yenr• d.1cl y father o to 0 ... ?) 

h. my goodne • h b an wbeu I 
tll 18 9. I think that a e !sot winter. 

time. 1t was '72. . he was in the wood.a 
bef ar l was born. 

. And h went to 
No yw can te that was 
fore t too. He waa ln 


