
In the fall of 1950 additional storage s p ace was added for 

dimension storage by building a second deck along t h e side of 

the new building and connecting t h e original shed. This gave us 

approximately 100 one in. ft. of deck space 16 ft. deep under cover 

of the original roof. We also nut in a new sidewalk and drive of 
~ 

Amosite to replace old flagstone walks. Total cost of both pro

jects approximated $1000.00. 

The old roof on the only original building was giving tro-

uble and instead of replacing we removed the gable roof and 

constructed a shed roof, throwing the wat er to t he rear of our 

yard and leaving t h e open space in much better condition. This 

was done in 1952 at an expense of about $1000.00 . 

Mr . Williams is working to have two or t nree afternoons a 

week travel to Green, Gilford and McDonough. It has been s uccess-

ful and will develop real business. 

Mr . Williams has joined t h e · Rotary Club and is taking an 

active part in all Oxford community work. 

Owing to the growth of the business and increase in types 

and design of building materials it is felt that in the not too 

distant future more storage space and shed space will be needed. 

With t h is in mind negotiat i ons were opened with a Mr . John Eder 

of New Rochelle, N.Y. to purchase the former Gulf property 

which comprises a corner lot of approximately 3/4 acre adjacent 

to our present buildings. No agreement was reached but it i s 

hoped that someday t h is property may be added to our present 

yard. 



Mr. Holden was successful and our arrangement with him was 

that he move to Oxford. This his family did not like so he sev

ered his connection with us on June 15th, 1950. Mr. Moxley sent 

Thomas McConnell from Norwich to take over in Mr. Holden's place 

dur i ng the balance of June. 

On July 1st Mr. Hubert Williarr~ who had been Mr. Snyder's 

assistant at Sharon Springs for 7 years 

was placed in charge. He and his family 

moved to Oxford on September 1st, 1950. 

Mr . Frank Bassett was assistant to 

both Mr. Holden and Mr. Wil l iams, and 

retired April 1st, 1951. Mr. Paul 

Owens, a graduate of Syracuse School 

of Forestry, was employed as assistant 

and was very satisfactory. He remained 

until drafted on March 1st, 1952. We Hubert Williams 

hope to have him with the company at some future day. 

Paul was succeeded by Clarence Edwards on March 12, 1952, 

who is with us and doing a fine job. 

We do not have a 

truck in Oxford, 

but our deliver i es 

are handled by 

El mer "Barneyn Ge·re. 

rrb.is has proved a 

very satisfactory 

plan. 



Below are a few pictures of scenes about the Oxford yard. 



Plans for the 

future to i mprove 

t h e yard include a 

new s idewalk in fron t 

of the entire build

ing and covering our 

interior driveway, 

which is at present, 

with a pern1anen t 

solid surface. 

There is a vacant lot available at rear of our ma i n build

ing and exten ding to State Street . This is now owned by the 

Threatre Co . Thinking t h at at sometime we may need to purchase 

t his lo t we placed a concrete g irder in t he back wal l s o that the 

. opening c ould be made with the least possible .trouble . 

During 1953 we have placed 4 signs on the princip al roads 

to Oxford. / 

J 
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Harry . Charles, Jr., who has 
been employed at the Oxford 
yard for. JJix__ and _ope-half y~ars, 

will become manager in Oxford. 
Born in Norwich, he is a gradu
ate of Norwich High School. He 
is married to the former Janice 
Jones of Norwich. They have two 
sons, ages 8 and 6. 

Mr. Charles is a veteran of 
four years in the United States 
Air Force, with which he served 
in the United States and Alaska 
as a weapons specialist. He is a 
member of the Oxford Fire De
partment. 

NEW MANAGER of the Briggs 
Lumber Company store !n Oxford 
is Harry Charles • 
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!l Briggs Buys CVM; James Doughty 

·: 
;: GREENE-Briggs Lumber Company, Inc., has pur.

chased Chenango Valley Mills, Inc., from the Allen fa
mily of Greene, effective March 11, according to Duncan 
Briggs, secretary - treasurer. The firm has purchased 
the business and real estate, and will operate a comple.te 
building supply outlet under the nan1e of Briggs Lumber 
Company, Inc., continuing the 
same fine service offered by 
Chenango Valley Mills. 

Briggs Lumber Company is a 
retail lumber and building mater
ial business, over 80 years old, 
with seven lumber yards in the 
central New York State area. 
Headquarters for the firm is in 

... 

or 
Oneonta, with outlets at Oxford, 
Norwich, Afton, Roxbury, Coble
skill and Sharon Springs; and af-

d t ur 

filiates at Palatine Bridge and 
Dimock, Pa. 

James Doughty, who is current-
t ly manager for the company in 

Oxford, will become manager of 
the new Greene store. 

Mr. Doughty, a native of Li
berty, began work for Brigg 1n 
Oneonta. He came to Oxford six 
years ago. He graduated from 
Hartwick College. He is ,a vete- ' JAMES DOUCMJTY will serve as 
ran of World War II and the of th ar· 1... L. .... 

h · d •th manager e 1991 ...-mucr Korean War, av1ng serve w1 C , G t.._. for-
the 8th Army. He is a member ompanys new reene 0~ "'~' 
of Oxford Rotary . Club and the merly Chenango Valley Mdls. 
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f . Oneonta· Star 5 
Mon., Jon_ 18,· 1960 

Former Oneontan 
· To Manage New 
r Briggs Yards 
e The Benninger Lu1nber Co. 

yard in Dimock, Pa., will offic
e ially come under the ownership 

and management of the Briggs 
Lumber Co., with home offices 1 

i Qneonta, at ceremonies in 
ertnsylvania this morning,. 
Representing the Briggs Lum

ber Cq. \\~in be Duncan Briggs 
to accept the transfer of owner
ship from Ernest Benninger. 
The new facility brings to nine 

.. the total yards owned by the 

. Briggs Lumber Co. 
Frederick Walpole has been 

1 named secretary-treasurer and 
general manager of the yard to 
be operated by the local con
cern. Mr. Walpole is the former 
manager <>( the Roxbury yard 

and one-time resident of One
onta for ten years. Mrs. Wal
pole is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Shimers, . 5 East 
Center St. 

James Doughtery, w h o s e 
father is employed by New 
York State Electric and Gas 
Corp. in Oneonta, has been 
named vice-president of tho 
Dimrock yard .. 

• 



THE FUTURE FOR SMALL YARDS 

(1) Location of yards. At one time we thought it was advisable 

to have yard locat i ons on R. R. switch. Trucks and fine roads 

have made this unnecessary. The cost of largeswitch properties 

makes their use for yards inadvisable. 

If possible, locate on good roads with large space. Parking 

space is very necessary. Main Street locations are not worth the 

expense. 

(2) One price yards, in our belief, will be most successful. 

This is not, and never will be, universal, but the amount of 

trouble and dissatisf action coming from discounts to a selected 

few will bring more and more dealers to a one price plan. 

(3) Closer affiliation between yards when not too competitive. 

The future may bring more financial interest in other yards. 

The reserve yard may take on even greater meaning. 

(4) We believe the trend toward lumber stores carrying iterna 

t hat need service, like plumbing, heating and wiring , will les

sen. Our reasoning is that any department that will show· a 

profit must have a competent man in ch arge, and few country 

yards can a:ff'ord men of this type. Hardware will be largely 

builders. Paint--less yards will handle, as it is a poor profit 

item on account of lack of volume. 

(5) Insulation. There are too many different kinds, and every 

effort must be made to reduce the overlapping items. It is 

profitable. 

(6) Roofing. Again much overlapping in stock. We would advocate 

one brand, and just as :few colors and weights as possible. 



(7) Brick. Necessary, but poor profit and high cost item. 

( 8) Sewar Pine and Drain Tile • ... Good i te1ns but only 4" in stock. 

(9) Flues. Only 8x 8 and 8 x 12 stock. In order to get right 

pr ice, must be purch ased in cars not mixed with s ewar pipe. 

Cinder chimney blocks in 8 x 8 and 8 x 12 are a good item and 

sell flues. 

(10) Advertising - 1% of sales as a rule of t humb. 



OUR i11IE N Ill TH E WAR EF FORT 
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OUR MEN II~ TI-IE WAR 

On April 17, 1937, Burnard Page came as an assistant to 

Mr . Tobey at Afton. His development was rapid and it was a 

great loss to us that in 1941 he was drafted. 

Burnard Page 
bomb sites in both Japan and China. 

Burnard was born in 

Greene, New York, June 12th, 

1918, moved to Afton when 

quite young, attended and 

graduated from Afton 

Central School. He grad-

uated 1st Sergem t from 

advanced flying school 

March 13th, 1943. 

I think he piloted 

both Bl7 and B29, but it 

was on B29 he was flying 

over China when shot down 

November ll, .1944. He 

flew bomber missions to 

A memorial service was con-

ducted for him in Afton December 4, 1945. He had five brothers 

and one sister, all of whom are still living, as well as his 

mother and father. His father has worked for us for the past 

three or four years. 

Burnard had definite managerial ability and his passing was 

a distinct business as well as personal loss to all with whom he 

was associated. 



Kenneth Ward Moxley 

was born May 10, 1924, in 

Oneonta. He graduated from 

Norwich High School in 

June, 1941, and entered 

Syracuse University that 

September. In September, 

1942, he enlisted in the 

Army Reserve and was called 

IViarch 8, 1943., and sent to 

Fort Dix. He was put in 

the Administrative Section 

of the Air Corps and sent 

to Miami Beach ror basic 

training. In May he was 

Kenneth Ward Moxley sent to Ft. Collins, Colorado, 

to study the Administrative course. In August he joined the 

A.S.T.P. and was sent to the University of Delaware. In April he 

was transferred to the Infantry and sent to Camp Carson, Colorado, 

for 17 weeks. He was then sent to Canp Kilmer for embarkation, 

on August 26, 1944, and sent to France about September 1st. 

He was killed in action in Belgium October 26th, 1944• Ken 

was employed at our Norwich yard during vacations and his interest 

and association with his father made him a definite possibility 

to continue indefinitely with our company. His passing was a 

distinct loss to us. 



Mr. Duncan Briggs, our Vice President and Manager of our 

Oneonta yard, volunteered in the Navy in March 1943, accepted 

May 8, 1943 as a Lieutenant 

Junior Grade and was called 

for service July 3, 1943. 

After one months train

ing at Babson Park he was sent 

to Bremerton Navy Yard in 

Washington. Immediately as

signed to South Pacific and 

located at Gamadodo, Milne 

Bay, New Guinea. He served 

there one year as operations 

officer and shipping officer 

having charge of loading and 

unloading supply ships. 

From September 1944 to 

July 25 he was stationed at Duncan s. Briggs 

Brisbon, Australia as packing and assembly officer having in 

charge a box factory. 

Promoted to Lieutenant Senior Grade in November 1944• On 

his return to the States he was stationed at the Charleston Navy 

Yai~d as assistant to the supply officer. 

He was detached from active duty in November 20, 1945 and 

remained in the reserve until his resignation was accepted 

August 28, 1951. 

• 



Glenford Charles Sprague 

Glenford Charles Sprague was 

born in Hardenburg, New York, 

January 21, 1911. 

He entered service July 16, 

1942, in Enlisted Reserve Corps, 

went in active duty October 8, 1943, 

at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas . 

He signed up to take air gunnery 

training and was sent to Lowery 

Field, Denver, Colorado, to an 

administrative school, then to Avon 

Park, Florida, where he was in base 

operations and flight control for the duration with 325 A. A. F. 

Base unit of 88th heavy bombardment training group . Discharged 

February 16, 1946, with rating of Sergeant. 

Glenford was our yard foreman before and after leaving the 

service. He was capable and wall liked by our employees. We 

regretted his leaving to form the Sprague Coal Company in 

Oneonta. 
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