
INTERVIEW WITH EARL PLUMMIR AT ROOEBURG MAY 17, 1966 

I oame down here and went to work in 1942 with the timber industry as 

a result of work I had done in the State of W&shington and at Tillamook 

County Oregon. I found that oonditions 1n this area a:a were much moee 

in the pioneer stage., than in other areas. While there was plenty or 

raw ma teri.al in the other areas Southern Oregon was developing as a 

source ot timber. At the time I oame down here the people I was working 

for were dH'eloping a stand of timber around Mt. Scott ( Question by Ogle: . 

'lhat was Roseburg Lumber Co.? ) Ans. 'lbat was Roseburg Lumber Co. yes. 

This operation was started in 1936. It had been kind of a struggle 

to get raw material beoauae of the l.aok of transportat16n and it was 

strictly log trucking operation whioh was in the developnent stage and 

so when the company went into Mt Soott why probably the largest truok 

road had been developed by the company. About that time the war had 

beoome more complicated, profits started to rise, so they developed 

the road clear to the baok end or this country. In this way they had 

a good foundation tor a very suocessf'ul opere.tion. Then about the time 

that that timber was depleted, or they thought it was, the oounty oontao­

ted the RosebuJtg Lumber Co. about taking advantage ot the timber and 

timber lands on the tax rolls ( Ogles What you mean is the tbber 
Ans. Yes thats right. 

land• which had been foreclosed on by the oounty ?/) tram that original 

contact Mr. Ford who headed this operation being, and who always has 

been farsighted, ~ th• valueitx of go1ng into this contract. Because ot 

l.aok of develo:rnent or th• lumber 1ndustry, pemaps due to the large 

volume ta of timber in the northern part of the state and contiguous 

to Portland and water sh1pnent there was no developnent down here at all. 

So they had been accumulating that timber for probably forty or t1tty years 

I think the mo1t of it had accumulated from 1925 to 1935 during the 

depression years. As we p1oked up additional acreage it was only people 

of oonsider&ble wealth who had the ownership in the different plots. 

( Ogles That retained the ownership ? Ans. Yes.) 

About the same time that Roseburg Lumber Co. was buying this timber 

there were other people who were in the area buying up odd lots of 

timber whioh were scattered around. 
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on tb o and they a.cc ul te 

fl"Clll thirty to forty million. 'lbey eventually sold that to Ken ord to. 

a that s th County t · ber .so th t to make his 

opel'Qtion · rl< out bet !:" h bought e Umber under contra.ct :fr«n th m. 

0£ cour e tmber t that t e eou.ld be iUl'Chased . r .1. 00 up to ~5 .00 

per thous nd nd e.s l · her it the company paid them around 7 .oo 

( Ogle:Th t. lud the land 1 Ans . t ea t.hat included the land. ) 0 

h s bl to b1oc out practically all of the Umber :ln the Ollal 

country. . l o out.b of that with two contracts on th whole thing . nd 

I can rem that ten y rs after that purchase we went clown row 

·ddle nd ... 18 to 20 r thousand nd wherever there was timber 

·avaUabl 1 bo t 1t. up. · the nkers ave him the di.Okens becaus 

th 13' tb.011 . t h" s go overboard on th stuff but whon yo .figure 

that today you pay $50 . l' thousand on the same type and for several 

.from 18. t() as high as $J2 por thou nd 

But S U think Ck tut! land lues were $1 to 2. 50 , e 

cott , l 'ey rhaeuser offer d . I 1 d other companies th.at :t 

know of 1d 25 r acre . So the ju tif'1cation for di.tfer-
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t1on. EJut tb verag owner doe not. wnt to look at it 

pretty h :rson to ee value in 

ch is not go ret utn f'or 65 to 70 year but 

fo · rd looking peopl know tho.t 1t is there and that it 

vol of money in o · r to work it out. I take a ood 

t 1 tUll tion ( s saor) but 1 t ha got n and more 

:f. l'" · so that th Tu Commis ion runni.ng the whol 

t ost all of the work of ssessing ls ebanneled 

d. the Co ty aessor i erely an office manager. 

11 t!lOre or lee laid out by the Tu C i ion. O.f cour e 
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