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TAPE 1, SIDE 1 ROBERT K. MITCHELL, SR. PAGE 1

Now let's see, thils is -

Are you sure you got it on?

Ch, you bet I am, HMarch the 6th today, isn't it?

Yes,

I1¢'s warming up there, Getting on towards spring. And I'm Elwood Maunder -
15 days until spring.

- and this is Phil Jones and we're interviewing - and your full name sir is =
is Robert K. Mitchell, senior,

Senior,

Purchase (?) Road, Southbury, Connecttcut, District and home of the
Indians, This particular valley right in to here was the headquarters of the

Indians who originally occufpied this whole area of the Housatonie Valley. Further nort

here, New Milford and sof forth, were the Indians,
their
How many were there back at the high point of fheik -

Well the history books tell us there were about 200 and their xmm main camp was up here
on the hill; the burying ground was along down the edge of the river here in the bend of
the river, And - you see this farm now is occupied now by the 6th generation of Mitchel
that have lived here and no else has ever owned the land but the Mitchell family, And
grandfather tells me that many times khExmxhawmxkmerx after a gx spring fresh(?)that

the Indians homes would be washed out now and then

and rebury them and at one time about 50 years ago, sOme professors from Yale came

and dug up some Of the bones and I remember very well seeing the skeleton

in the bottom of the grave there

Did they find any artifects apart from the skeletons?

Oh, this is 50 years ag® and it's hard to remember, but I xxmxx remember there were a
few and a few little clay pottery of something of that, but I can't remember
exactly what they were, I believe fhat they said that they thought this was a female

or a child by the bones, but it's hard to xmm remember 50 years ago how

What recollections do you have of what your father and grandfather told you about the

Indians? They were still presant/ here, I believe, probably in your grandfather's time,



g PAGE 2

REM: Well I remember grandfather always said that every spring they went down tO the shore

and dug clams, and when they came back up they'd have quite a load of clams and they'd

stop in and he'd go down and sell them a pitcher of cider and they'd give him
a good bunch of clams . Course at that time they
were living at the reservation up in Camden (2) and they'd go down down

to the shore every px spring to dig clams,
PJ: They probably did grxBxxxxxKRK¥MX@y<keex shad fishing, too,

RKM: Well, you see, shad fishing stopped when they built the dam at Derby. When grandfather
was a boy, they still caught shad here, but kk when they built the dam at Derby that
stopped the migration of the shad up the river,

ERM: But the shad used to come as far as 1

RKM: ©Oh the shad came all the way up t©o before they built the dam at Derby, That's the low
dam way down at Derby, not the Stevensoddam, but the dam they had at Derby. I remember
when they built the Stevenson dam in 1873,

PJ ER¥K: The shad once swarmed up just like salmon, then,

RKM: ¥up Yeah, uh huh,

PO ERX: | gheiren dau put .a stop to the shad
RKM: JThat's right.
=
ERM: fHow would you say the Indians made use of the land here in what do
you know abaut their use?
EKM: well of course they used the land for corn, You know they fertilized the corn by makhke
catching the fish and putting a fish on each hill of corn to fertilize it and of course

Egisiow river plains flooded with the ice jam every year, sO they got a lot of silt from

river s0 they were very fertilized and they grew their corn on these river plain

heavy with
and because of the flooding and so forth, they weren't kawimgxkhs timber, s0 it
was nice open land and nice fertile land to the flooding each spring they could

grow a nice crop of corn.
Pd: Afdd this particular tribe was kkix then primarily am agricultural =~
a
RM: Well all of the history of thds tribe always mentioned that they were very peaceful tribe

they never at any time fought with the white settlers, The Indisns from £xuk further

north came down ~ see the original scttlement that came up from Stratford was in (at?)
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was in Woodbury. At that time the town of Woodbury comprised all of Woodbury, Bethlehexn
Rokksbury, Southbury, Oxford and Middlebury - see the ancient town of £ Woodbury was a
large area, And the Indians came down from the north and drove them out a cauple of
times from the Valley up around, g
What tribes would these have been, the war-like tribes?
You'll find the history of ancient Woodbury and all aRmkx about the Indians

Cothern's
in znxxnnixxfxi History of Ancient Woodbury, Volume 1

How's the author's name sepelled?

Cothern, COTHERDNZ"' S,

And that's in several volumes, I take it,

That's in 3 volumes.

3 volumes, When was that published, back in =

There are very x few copies Of this available and it was published in 1854,

Well we might run into some problems with that. I ran across something that Phil gave
me to read here that made r#ExXRxxX note of the fact that there were no less than 16 India
tribes, §¥§Si%§§§l¥ native to what has been - what became Connecticut, which located the
home land by reference to the river,

Well they - in Cothern's History, ®m you'll find the names of the tribe and the “ousaton
River means the great river, and of course they used this for canoingj it was their main
travel up and down and because of the ERMR contour, they could walk up along the edge of
it much easier than they could going cross country oOver one hill and down another. Now
you talk abaut the Rxxigimak use of the land, Course, the original use of the land by
the settlers wmEx was in lumbering because this was all covered by a virgin growth of
white oak, and they cut this timber and all of the old houses, the beams are white oak,
And was there xm a good deal of chestnut here, too?

Chestnut came in later after they cut the white oak -

I see, it came afterwards.

- because in my boyhood By days, the chestnut was the big crop and many times I went out
and picked up chestnuts from these big old trees, they would be 3' in diameter, and back
when I was a boy the chestnuts were all very live and it was a wonderful timber; it was

fast growing, it was relatively soft, it was strong, it was straight grained, it had a

Tana avmimd 13Fa _ 22011 ARl A siam it FAwm mnankns and 3+ laskad wvary wmall in tha ardoond T
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fact, today you :gigi find chestnut trees that when they fell, laid on a rock or
something that are still sound and they probably fell 20, 25 years ago, And the old
houses that were built later were chestnut timber and thestnut boards, but the original
stand was a virgin white oak, You see right up back here on this hill back of our house
is still some Oof the virgin white oak that was never cut., And you read in Cothern's
History about the oak timber. And then after they got the oak timber cut - Of caurse,
along the river here they either dammed up the small streams running into the river or
they built diversion ditches in the swift water and brought the water in through these
diversion ditches that were - Oone up above here and they had a water wheel and a sawmill
because sawmills and grist mills were the big business then,

Was most of the tlmber’ then‘ cut used in what might be called the localf market, or was
gthere enough of it and was enough Of it manufactured here in the valley to supply
markets farther away?
The great amount of timber, I would say, was used by the railroads, See, the railroad
was built through here in thOse early days, and they took a lot of timber -
This is the Housatonic Railroad that ran up to Pittsfield, you mean?

would®ve heen a
No., Well that wazmxa part of it, but that further north, that crossed up just
above the Chappaugua (?) River, This was the - this particular branch through here ran
from Danbury to Waterbury, and I've heard grandfather tell many times about shooing out
the timbers that they put in the bottom of the river under these abutments down here and
the pier in the center - you 3B still see the pier standing. And the oak logs that that
pier is standing on grandfather -
The pilings that they
Ho, no, they layed them flat in this.
They layed them flat.
They layed them flat; oh no, they had no way of driving them,
OCh I see, This was hard rock bottom,then,
No, it wouldfi've been a gravel bottom,
Gravel bottom,
A gravel bottom., And I've heard grandfather tell many times one Of the 2;:::sfr0m the

railroad came up and bet him a ten dollar bill he couldn't split the with a

[UA
hexa broad axd. but he didjmirhev were laid down 4f sort of a pontoon. h
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They were laid down as a mat what they started they building the piers,
They're xx still there.
They're still there, yepf, they're still there. And then later when they got the timber
cut off around here and they still had a sawmill, they used to cut timber up in Camden;
that was pine, that wasn't oak. And they would fleat in down in the high water in the
spring, and they'd have a boom in the eddy - do you know what an eddy is? That's where
there's an indentention in the ® land and the eddy flowed upstream instead of downstream
with the rest of the current, And they would have a boom out around the eddy and they
would go out in a boat and catch the logs fleating down and -
Pull them into the -
Pull them into the eddy under the boom, and then they had a sawmill here that they sawed
those logs, But those were pine, Oof course. Cak woOuldn't never have floated down.
Now this was a family enterprise of your family.
Oh yes. They were all family enterprises,
WhereabOuts was the big mill?
The first mill they had wasg up about where the dam is now; the Chappaugua dam im now,
That was a big fall in the river there and very swift water and they had a long ditch
about a half a mile long that they brought the water in from the water so it had quite
a fall when it got to the wheel, And then in one of thebig g f£loods way back, the ditch
got filled up, and then thmxxxXiwsx they moOved the mill down into the and thej
used this brook out here and they supplemented it by the Purehase Brook up aboOve that
they brought up out of the glen here when wooden and brought the water down
through here,
These would have up and down mills, I suppOse
;gigl were up and down mills and we still have some Of the irons that went with the up
and down saw, It took abOutahalf an hour to saw through the 1ogs with these old up and
down saws, and they had a - they would set the saw, Open the gate, and then they would
go about some Of their chores and at the end of the carriage was a trip that tripped the
gate and shut the water off and they got the 10g sawed through, and then they could come
down and rakk off the carriage and re-set the saw, -
They % had lots of time but they didn't waste very much of it,

Uall OF ronrcae moet of Fhoea ol1d haarde were sawad throuch and throueh: thev didn't
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bother t©O edge them and the partitions in these 0ld hOuses are sawed through and through
that is, the edge of the boards xasmxsx would -
Pégfectly straight.

of the boards
o, the edge folbwed the contour of the logs with the knot -
Slash saw,
Had the bark and everything on it, 350 this was,the first use of the land here was
lumber and then in the - the next use in this particular area in their farming, the
United States Rubber had two factOries over here in lNewtown, thyg present Fabric Fire
Hose, and the shop up above that was known as the upper rubber, And they employed abaut
300 men, s© the use of kR the land here was t© produce produce that could be sold to
these #8&p 300 families; beef and port and vegetables and potatoes and wood in the
wintertime. SO there was a 10cal market that they supplied,
llow, these industries came into the valley at about what time, do you recall?
Ch, probably around 1850. You see, this was the first =-
They were pre=-Civil War, then.
I wouldn't know the exact date, but the idea was -
I think this must have been a little bit later than that -
The idea was the first source Of pOwer that was usable was a small toamedium size river
that they could dam and run through a water wheél. Now the Housatonic River was too
big a job for them to handle then, The POmperang River that comes down through South
Britain, the River that comes down through Newtown, the Chappaugua River that
comes down through Roxbury -
They were ideal,
These were a size that they could handle, They cOuld build their 1log dam across these
and divert the water to a wheel and get power for the industries. S0 all of the origina
industries were loOcated among these small tO medium size -
Small tributary streams.
These are small tribusaries, They couldn't handle the Housatonic only by building a
diversion ditch to run it through a wheel.
That's good to know. And you think these industries began to come in in the years 1840
to '50.

Well. if vou get vour Cothern's History, you can get the exact date on those and the
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locations of all of them,
ERM: All right.

RKMs Now, speaking Oof that, when the town of Southbury was laid out, instead of having it
end with the Chappaugua River as it does now, they went one mile to the north of the
Chappaugua River s© that the town Of Southbury would have the full use of the Chappaugua
River for local industry. And then at - the Chappaugua dam was built on the HousatoOnic
River, that isolated the land on the north side of the Chappaugua which was eventually
deeded toO Bridgewater because the children % there would be unable to0 reach the schools
in Southbury without making a long detour to get here,

PJR: This is the last power dam that you speak 0f, This had just recently been done,
ERM: Was there any considerable number of farmers already settled in this patt Of the valley

comin
prior to the nnmmtng in of these small industries, Or did the £axmmx farm population =

TAPE 2, SIDE 1

ERM: This is a continuation of the interview with Mr, Mitchell on kMarch thd 6th., Well, you
g0 right ahead with what you were talking about, We were - I was inquiring of you whethe
the farm population of this area was still relatively small prior to the coming in of
these factories in the middle of the 19th century,

REM: No, the farm population had to come first; the peoOple had to cOome, tO had tO cut R up the
timber, they had to cultivate the land, and then when you get a sufficient size of a
village, it is then followed by a mill t0 - a sawmill and a grist mill, See, Originally
it they would have to take their grain back down to Stratfiord or somewhere to get it
ground, then with the cOming of the population, then the industries followed,

ERM: Did the industry bring a new labor force along with it, or did it depeﬁd pretty largely
on the local people to provide its labor force?

RKM: The local people, Of course, all had large families of 5 op 6 children apiece, sO there
were ample labor force, I don't know whether you know that in 18530 that 2/3'd of the
area Of the state Of Connecticut was under cultivation, and at the present time, 2/3's
of the area, Or approximately, is in woodland which means that in the last 100 years
a third of the area has gone back to woodland from cultivated areas. Of cOurse back in
the 1850's when they plowed with Oxen and mOowed by hand, they coOuld mow every little

side (?) hill corner and around the rocks, but with the coming Of pOwer equipment wany ©
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these side hill rocky lots just had to be abandoned because they weren't practicall,
and they have gOne back to0 woodland,
The old story of the farmer here not being able tO really cOmpete with a farmer out in
the Chio Valley who now had a cheap means Of getting his produce back toO the eastern
market. As I understand it, the markets Of theg¢ farmer here dried up to a certain
extent; he could no longer compete for those markets with the more efficient, more
highly mechanized farmer of the middle - of the Chio Valley.
Well, I'1l have to disagree with you in that, I think that the type of agriculture
changed; we could no longer compete with the west in growing wheat or corn for a market
where they had their big fields, but we cOuld cOmpete £y with them with the perishable
goods - vegetables, fruit, milk, dairy products, eggs - that wouldn't be shipped from
the west., We had to change from an agriculture of grain and corn to the products that
had to be produced right next to the market and you want tO remember that back in those
days, the only refrigeration they had was ice, and if milk kept two days it was pretty
good milk! 50 that axe our agriculture changed to - from a grain growing to pExzki
a pedshable products that had to be produced in close proximity to the market,
Well, this changover of the land from one use t0 another, which over this period of time
has shifted the lands used around and it's now, as you say, 2/3's back in woodland
whereas it used to be 2/3's cultivated in the state Of Connecticut, this was all going
on at this period, wasn't it, that you're talking about? And part of the reason for tha
was the abandonment of the fields, wasn't it, for agricultural use? They were going
back to tradej; xhé;x was no longer profitable to use them for farming, right?
Well they're two points here: One is with the - in inmdxt industry's wOving in the
marginal farmer found it much more profitable to work in iddustry than he did to till
he side hill rocky fields, s0 this male a 1ot of mkmmEREmERK abandonment Of landbecause
the people still lived on the land, but they worked in the local shop instead of getting
their living from farming, they got their living from industry but still occupied the
land, and this meant that they just used for their Own use the fields that were the most
easily tillable,
How would you see this having an lmpact on your own family property here?
Well of course, our family have always been farmers all down through the ages, and with

Mrees memAmaambae lmsmn ven hasen hAwealis cmena amd wAra 1and and inereased the size of the farm'
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and instead of abandoning fields, in my lifetime I have brought into production 50 or
60 acres that had never been in prOduction before, Some Of it had been used as rough
pasture land and we cleaned off the rocks and the stumps; many Of the field still had
the old stumps On where grandfather cut the trees, as I told you about, the way used
in the building of the rallroad, And an interesting thing on thisJland there were the
old bottoms of the charcoal pits.
Oh, is that right,
As you g0 across the fields you would see this ditch that would be in a circle of about
30" in diameter, They went in there and they shoOveled out the dirt into piles around
the outsidej they cut the wood into 4'lengths and stacked it in this pilej and then
covered it up with the dirt and then -
But ¥®x used the dirt Over and Over g again,
Well they only had - they only burned in One place at a time because Eﬂggxﬂﬁﬁﬁ the
wood in that area and then they would go through a - they would never use a charcoal
pit but Once.
Just once,
Just Once, because they'd draw the wood in in that area and then they would go down a
quarter of a mile ©Or somewhere and =
And they'd dig new pits.
And they'd digaggg pité because Oof the handling of the wood - have the wood close to the
pit.
Well most of that charcoal went down tO the brass industry?
Yes,sgﬁl the brass was fired with charcoal originally and * can remember even in my
day down through the river valley here they had a large crew Of men that were cutting
wood year 'round,
The brass company had its own wood prOcurement pe©ple whO were out
Well the brass cOmpany got the wood any way they could, They had their own gangs and
they bought it from the farmers and they got - they brought charcoal because their demand
for charcoal was very great, and they got it every way that they could,
And did you, then, cut a 1ot of wood and make a lot of charcoal dn this farm and sell it

to the brass company?

le11 this chareoal wae made in orandfatrharte dawv and T dort know whare thev enld it hut
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probably it went to the brass cOmpanies., Of cOurse it went alsO toO the local industries
because they used charcoal for - in the shops and in the forges and in all
that. This was the 10cal supply.

What brought about the change in the charcoal market? Was it the coming of electricity
and other fuek?

Ch, no, the coming Oof other fueld. I mean, they changed from charcoal to coke and then
from coke to 0il and from 0il tO electfid furnamesj much mOre refined and much more exact
bukxtk temperature,

The charcoal industry faded out about what time? DO you have any recOllection of that?
I would say about 1920,

Up to 1920 there was still a good contdnuing market for charcoal,

There was a market for it because I remember they men wh® were cutting wood and they
were drawing hgggg for the brass company back in 1920,

And it was only after World War I, then, that you began to get a real change in the

fuel situation as far as that industry was cOncerned,

I guess that you got a very good point theee, Probably the great number Of men inggiixn
were taken in the army in World War I forced the brass cOmpanies to get other fuel becaus
they wouldn't have been able to get sufficient labor to -

To get it out of the woods,

To cut the wood,

Yeah, I was wOndering whether that had anything to do with it,

I imagéne that probably was,

The woods industry by and large all over the cOuntry suffered rather badly from labor
shortage in World War I, and this may have provoked the change.

I would think that it would because I remember that we were very short on labor, We had
some good labor during World War I, very good labor, skilled labor in fact., We had
Austrian and Germans and they cOuldn't get a jOb in a factOry lEEXAMEEX -

Because they were the wrong nationality, huh?

Because they were the wrOng nationality, s© we had very good labor, They weee peOple

that were born in Austria and Germany and =

They weren't citizens were they?

Thair swvea 0k Al-lsae -
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They »xm were aliens,

They were aliens, and they wouldn't give them a job in any of the factories, S50 they =~
we had very good, very good help then. I remember One Of them was a skilled tooOl and
die maker he cOuld fix anything and he had a g0od set of tools, It was funny
we had one German and one Austrian and they didn't see eye to eye about a lot of things
and on Saturday night if they got iiﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁda little, they were quite apt to get in a
fight over it,

Try to settle the war in their

Yeah, the Prussian and the Bavarian.

Yeah,

Well, howjwould you xmd identify the change in the lands' use in your own time?

We were talking about the 300 men that were working over here in the factories Of the
“nited States Rubber Company. In about 1902, U.S. Rubber moved most Of these tO the
state of New Jersey, sO this 10st the l0cal market, and then there followed a time -

Well, did they close out the factory cOmpletely, or did they turn it to other use?

They closed down the upper rubber and the lOwer w rubber was then the Fabric Fire Hose
Company; the rubber tubing in the center ©of the hOse was made in Pasaic, New Jersey,was
brought up here and the fabric for the outside was woven, the rubber tube was drawn into
that fabric, and then vulcanized together, And then the cOuplings were put on, S50, the}
had a relatively small crew up here that woved the fabric for the outside Of the fire
hose and vulcanized the -

Prior to that, had the whole operation and the whole manufacturing Iprocess taken place
here, or had it always been that the rubber hOsing had been manufacturéd down in Palaic
and shipped up here?

Well now, I was bern in 1905 and this happened in 1902, sO0 we're kind of pre-dating it

a little, but %k as I understand it, the tubing was made in the upper rubber originally
and then ¥brought down to the Fabric Fire HOse COmpany f£Or the fabrichk being wOven and
the inside tubevulcanized to it,

It probably became mOre profitable in a small OperatioOn tO do everything in the One place

Well I don't know the reason for that, But then the farming industry changed here to

sheep and beef cattle, and in about 19 -
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ERM: You mean when there was a cutting Off of the labor - movement of these families -
RKM: That's right.
ERM: = then there was noO longer quite as much need for the truck gardening -

RKM: Truck gady gardenigg, the wood, pxR pork (?) =

ERM: And so they shifted over into dairy =~

RKM: DNo, no, they shifted to beef and sheep. And then around 1906, Borden's REx Opened up
a plant over Newtown Station,

PJ: For milk.

RKM: For milk, and then they started t© shift over to the production of milk, and that at
that time, I think, brought - I heard Bad say about 2¢ and quart¢ in the winter and
about 1%¢ in the summer, Or some price like that,

PJs It gets wOrse and worse, doesn't it?

RKM: Well don't laugh because I sold milk for 2¢ a quart in 1932, And then, of course, the
dairy industry continued to0 develop, This plant over in NewtOwn Station separated and
made cream and butter, and then the ££:idmllk market started to move out, Of cOurse,
originally the fluid milk market was all right in the edge ©f the cities and the - each
farmer produced his own milk and peddled it, And there was several years in there that
Dad would go0 down through lMonroe and to Stephany (?) to these farmers who produced milk
for the city; he would buy up their dry cOws £ Or their cOws that were relatively along
in their lactation and not producing, and sell them fresh cOws, then he'd bring those
dry cows up here and keep them for 4 or 5 months because they had used all their faciliti
for cows that were really producing £Rx t0 make enOugh xmxt milk for their retail trade,

PJ: In order to transport them, he probably drove them right Over the road,

RKM: No, they'd have a buggy and they'd tie 3 Or 4 coOws in back ©f the buggy and lead them

along =~
PJ: String them dong.

RKM: String them along in back of the buggy. I remember back in my early days theee was a
Jewish L rantfrom Russia settled in town and his specialty was buying ugly bulls that
nobody else would touch, and he had a saddle horse and he would cOme and buy the bull

and take the rope in and tie Oon the bull in the stanchion in the barn and g0 out and get

on his saddle horse and tie the rope on the saddle and then tell the farmer to let the

hi111 ~n Tlaa hi111 1111 A Afma aaseinae Nk AF Flha hasn and hatld arart Afem tha rOad On Fha
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horse with the bull chasing him., Of cOurse the bull was only good for about a half a
mile and then they'd settle down to a slow walk down tO the Bridgeport slaughter hRxzm
house where he'd sell the bull at a good profit, because nobody else would dare to
touch him,
Is that right,
Well, there's a good stOry therej; nationality.
Then of cOurse the dairy industry wasx with the increase of the size Of the cities
spread Out to the neighboring towns and we have the -
Were there any cOOperatives then/ started amOng the farmers of the area?
Well, the Connecticut Milk PrOducers CooOperative started in about 1920, Dad helped to
start it, The secOnd year, he was president ©of it and he was &OntinuOus president of it
for 20 years until he retired, and this was during the formative period when times were
really rought and at One annual meeting in 1932 when milk was bringing 2¢ a quart, they
had it in the armory in Hartford, and they had tO call in the State POlice tO© maintain
order. But you can'imagine what farmers selling milk at 2¢ a quart, they wxm were reall
destitute and really up in the air to find out how they were going tO make a living for
themselves and their families,
Well, there was a lot of milk dumping back in those days in the early '30's I recall.
No, very little. There was ©one milk strike -
Not here perhaps, but out in the middle-west -
Very rarely. There was One short milk strike here, but that was all we ever had heee
in Connecticut, The Connecticut market has always been a very good milk market and
B we've had very high standards Oon quality, sO that the people Of Connecticut hawe had
a very quality milk from the local area and everybody has benefited by it,
logt of your milk from this valley would g© where, intO Bridgeport and - ?
Well, ne., The milk from this valley would not g0 into BridgepOrt because the train that
came through here from Danbury to Waterbury took the milk, s0 the milk went t© either
Waterbury Or New Britain because if it went toO the BridgepoOrt area, it would have tO be
taken -Oover tO Newtown Station am¥x -
And transferred.
- tO be that much further tO take it, and we k used to take it with a hOrse and wagOn,

ran rememher that Fhe Frain left dowun here at 7:80 evervlmorninz. and you had t© have the
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horses hitched up ©on the wagon and loaded by 7:00 to be down theee and have the milk
on the truck on the platform by 7:30 s0 you could load it on the train when it cOmes in,
In the big cans,
In the 40 quart cans, With the amount Of production we have t@day, if we had it in 40
quart cans it'd sure be a back-breaking job to pull it out Of the tank because today we
produce about 2 tons of milk a day, about 4,000 pounds, and a can Oof milk if it's right
up full has 87 pounds, but they average, say, &0 pounds so© 80 goes into 4,000, that woul
be 50 cans., That would be quite a little back~breaking job to pull thOse up out ©f the
tank and 1oad them on the wagOn,
can would cOme kind ©of hard, wouldn't it,
Yeah, it sure would, With 80 pounds of milk and the wéight of the can gives you pretéy
near 100 pOunds to -
10 or 15 wasn't s© bad, but -
Of course, back in those early days, too, it All had tO© be - it all had tO be brought
out of the cow by hand, too, You didn't get around t© medchanized milking, I don't
suppOse, until when, aboOut -
Well, if you talk about mechanized, in my day farming we weren't very fatther
advanced than they were days Oof MOses and the Egyptians because we still pitched hay by
hand, we pitched it on the wagOn, we pitched it off into the mow, we mOwed it by hand,
E B we R shoveled the manure by hand, we milked cOws by hand, we did the work with horse
true, we had the mowing machine and the hOrse rake (?), but we still had the walking plo
we still had the walking cultivator, S0, in our gener(ation) -
the work producing 50 cans of milk then either, = were you?
We produced from & to 10 cans Of milk and we were cOnsidered very large producers,
Yeah, that's right.
But in our lifetime, we've seen all this mechanization,
That's cOme ©on, really, with kh® a great rush in farming here in this area in the last
years.
In farming in all areas we have seman this mechanization, this new method, but there's
one thing you've gotf t0 remember, too, It's nRt only mechanization; it's better

varieties, higher producing varieties, better methods, weed-cOntrol chemicals, sprays

mEs 8o et s a - ~ mctticead A mlha hishas anfAdial10n nar man Now wh
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we started farming, yOu planted the c¢Orn with a One-rOw planter; tOday we plant it with
a 4-row planter drawn by a tractor instead ©f an 0l1d horse, Then we cultivated and hoed
that corn until about the 4th of july imRE before we started haying, Today when they
plant it with a 4-row planter, the spray it with a weed spray and don't g0 near the corn
again until September when they cut it. Instead of starting haying on the 4th of July,
today you're suppOsed tO be k through haying on the 4th of July, because you're noOt held
up by that cultivating and hoeing Of the cOrn that we had to do, and yoOu get a much bett
quality of hay, early cut hay, then you get a much larger secOnd cutting because you get
the first cutting off a mOnth sOOner,

What has been happening in this period of your lifetime in terms ©of the number of farms?
in the valley in this area? Have they been diminishing in number?

Well, I mean, yoOu read this story all over, It's a funny story because the number of
farms now probably 10% of the number that when I was a bOy, but the number of farms that
are left produce mOre than they all did back then, Take fOr instance Our's here; we
pxp produced 2 to 10 cans ©f milk, The average production when the Connecticut Milk
Producers was started was 10 cOws per farm and 3 cans Oof milk., And a man made a good
living on this and rdised his family. Now we're milking 130 cows; we're making -

Ts that the average - Or what you're milking?

That's what we're milking,

What you're milking. What is the average dairy?

Well wait, let me finish this. ggggg milking 130 cows and making 50 cans a day instead
of 8 to 1C, Now this is 5 times the amount of milk that's being proOduced On this ©One
farm and is being produced with the same amOunt ©f labOor - 3 hired hands - that we
produced 8 or 10 cans back in the 1920's, Now what is the = the average production =
every number Of cOws per farm toOday's around 50 and a man can't make a living with less
than 50 cOws was the - yoOu see the price Oof milk has gOne up very little, but the price
that everything the farmer buys, his taxes (?), his machinery, his grain, his authm®bile
his food, everything that he buys has g tripled, quadrupded, because we used tO buy a
good tractor for $4, $500 dollars., Of cOurse, it was a smaller size tractor, but today
you don't buy a tractor for less than $4 or $5,000 dollars s© this is the way the farmer
cOsts have gOne up, and he must have a larger Operation tO meet the overhead of these

hichar cOats._
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has

All right, this ix Obviously then f£Orced the small, ineffdcient farmer Out Of business
and this is a national phenc®menon, TO what extent dOes it exist here in the valley? Is
it as big a thing here as it is elswwhere in the country? Or is it less imp®rtant here?
You've got tO 100k mxk at it from a Himg different angle all tOgether, Here's it's a
land use problem; if a man has got land enoOugh tO take On this large=-scale Operation, he’
in business. If he hasn't got land enough, if his land is a small area and small rocky
fields, he just isn't in business. S0 it's a land use problem and - that he's got
suffieient land tO support this type Oof Rmp Operation, XK=
He's got to have the land, but he's alsO got tO have the capital to invest in machinery,
too, hasn't he? I mean, it's pOssible for fhim tO have land without wikkk the Other
ingredients ©Of success in the cOntempOrary farming sceney here~g isn't it?
Well this is a - you've got to 1look at this from 2 sides, If a man has been in farming
Ooperation, has hadd the land, the capital tO buy the machinery is a progressive step. I
mean, he buys One piece this year and @noOther piece anoOther year, Now if you're talking
about the capital t© jump in and start, then yOu woOuld really have a prOblem not to.get
enough capital tO begin with, But we're talking about farms that have been in Operation:
they have the land and they gradually changed Over frOom the smaller tractOrs t© the
newer tractOrs, and the newer bearers and the 4-roOw . I mean, you don't jump
in and buy all this stuff at One time in One year. YOu buy One piece Of equipment each
year and keep prOgressing tO a larger scale Operation,
Now on your farm here, has it followed the pap pattern of the state in the change ©of
land use, Or R are yOu using mOre ©Of yoOur acreaBe now for farming purpOses and less Of
it gone back to wood?
We continually develOped mOre Oof the land for farming purposes,
In other words, yOu were g0ing in ® cOntrary tO the general trend,
Well as you ask these questions, I think back Over the years Of the different changes
that we've had, We started in with small acreage ©f cOrn that had tO be cut by hand,
loaded by hand and then the big idea there was better pastures and we went into

s0 that we had better feed and 1Onger pasture seasOns and a great commotion Of gra:
sildage. Then the - we've now cOme back tO mOre cOrn sildafie and less grass sildage
because Of the efficiency ©of the weed killer and the field chOppers s© that it takes all

Fha Tahnr Ak AF handline Afen Tha - NfF ~tnrea tha oraat advance that wetve had in the



ERM:

ERM:
RKM:
ERMz

RE:

PAGE 16
last 10 or 15 years is zero pasturing; that is, the cOws are kept in the yard 365 days
a year, they don't g0 Out tO pasture at all, During the summer mOnths you cut the green
feed and bring it into® themj during the winter mOnths, they're kept On silage and hay,
Of cOurse, the trend in the last 4 Or 5 §ears has been mOre silage and less hay, because
the silage can be handled sO efficiently. And the big change is in barn cOnstruction
from the stanchdon type barn tO the free stall in the milking parlor, With the free sta
in the milking parlor, you can handle the same number Re ©f cOws with One=-third the
amount Of labor, If you're - are you - have you seen the free stall in milking parlors?
No, I'm not familizr with these -
Well the free stall, the cOws are never fastened at all., It's like a whole lot Of rows
of horse stalls, and the cOws just g© in and pick the stall that 10oks good to them and
rest themselves in there, and when they feel like eating, they sk silage is put in a
long bunk and they g0 out and eat from the bunk., The cOrn silage 1s brought f£rom the
pit silo up with a silage wagOn that distributes it along through the bunk s© that there
is no manuel handling Of the silage at all., The silage wagOn has been loaded with a
front end loades#, and the silage wagon just peddles the silage out in this bunk, And
the hay is fed in hay feeders., And then, in the milking parlor the cOws - the man that
Operat@s it is down in a pit s© that he doesn't have to bend down t© put ©n the milking
machine Or toO perform any of the Operations., The cOws cOme in 5 On each side, When the
come in ong One side, the autOmatic feeder's in front Oof them, and he pulls the string
and feeds the graign in the autOmatic feeder; he then washes then with his hot water hos
puts On the milkers, the milk runs through a stainless steel pipe directly into the tank
sO there's n0 handling ©of the milk, He then lets 5 cOws in on the other side; he feeds
ghem the grain, washes them and gets them ready, then he shifts the machine over ffom
the other side on to0 those 5, lets =
How much time is in®olved in each 5 cOw -
Oh a man will average t© milk a cOw a minute,
A cOw a minute,
And One man will milk 130 cOws in around 2 hOurs Or a little Over. And this is One man,
lNow we used tO milk 57 cows and it took 3 Of us in the 0ld barn t© milk 57 cOws, tO mill
them, and feed them and take care Of them, Of cOurse, One man dOesn't do this whoOle

Anmwakinns wi hawa anOther man Fhat dOes the feeding Outside and takes care Of the cals
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and dOes the odd jobs, But for the actual milking Operation and the feeding ©f the
grain, One man dOes this and he EEx dOesn't work nearly as hard as he did in the old

barn because he doesn't have tO st00p down =~ this really gets yOur knees; up and dOwn

100 times you don't just go out there and try it,

ERM:

RKM:

ERM:

RKM:

ERM:

REKM:

ERM:

REMe

I can believe it,

Then the carrying of milk, running back and forth to the milk room, took a lot of time
and energy, and BR now with the milk gOing down the stainless steé&l pipe, this is auth-
matic.

Well, it's happening mEx®x everywhere,

Well peOple don't give agriculture credit enOugh for the changes in Operation, They
think all the efficiency and change cOme in the manufacturing industry, but agriculture
has made just as many changes and efficiencies as manufacturing has but the public doesn
give it the credit for this.

How many farmers here in yOur near envirOns ©f the valley R have been in dairy - had
dairy herds - and kmix have given them up in recent years? Is there any great number Or
is it rather modest in number?

Well what do© you mean by recent? years? You mean 5 years, 10 years?

In the last 10 years Or so,

In the last 10 years prObably 2/3's Of the dairy farmers have goOne out of business.

What have they done, have they s0ld their herds t© Other farmes living right here in the
area mOstly?

Well the main reason for these gOing out Of business is age. As they gOt alfng in years
their children ## didn't caee tO take up the farming Operation or they didn't have

children and the young pe©ple weren't gOing in, s© the main reason is age.

¢ Yeah, Rather than -

And then the, Of coOurse, the increased value Of the land, You see, we're in clOse
proximity to Danbury, Waterbury, Seymour, BridgepOrt; you've gOt tO realize noOw that
with Interstate 84 going through Southbury & that you can get t© a job in Waterbury ©r
Danbury quicker than a person living in Danbury ggdWaterbury if they got to go through
B crosstown traffic.

50 you've gOt suburbia on your hands.

Wa man a0 aifhar +0 Nanhurv Or Waterburv in 15 minutes on a 4-lane super highway without
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any crOss traffic or lights, and this beats just gOing crosstown either in Danbury or
Waterbury,

S0 what was, in yOur past, the cOuntry is nOw becOmfiing a part Of the metropolitan urban
sprawl s&% situation, isn't it, with many new pe©ple coming Out and building their homes
here and riding back and forth to their work in the city,

That's an interesting thing, Back probably 1850, the population of the tOwn was around
7,500 then around, ¢h, 1910 or '15 it dropped down t© around 3,000 - dropped half in
population - and nOw we've cOme up agafin to around 5,000 and we're growing very rapidly
because Of the peOple that you speak Of cOming and building :ggirhomes here and cOmmute
to their jobs in the neighboring cities,

What was the reason fOr the peak Of pOpulation and then the drop?

The reason fOr the peak Of pOpulation was large families On the farm, and then the drop,
of course, they went tO the cities to get better paying, easier jobs, Back when they
mowed all the hay by hand and did all the rest Of the wOrk by hand =

They have tO keep the bOys down ©On the farm,

- it took 807% of the population of the cOuntry tO produce the food, And now, remember,
that 8'%Z of the population ©of this cOuntry prOduces the £00d and the Only cOmplaint they
have is that we prOduce t©0 much., They shOuld live - these pe©ple that complain about
this should live in India ©r Africa Or sOmewhere where mOst Of the pOpulation xgRExx gO0
t0 bed On an empty stOmach because they can't produce enOugh food,

I guess if you went back 100 years, any flat pe piece of land in the whole area that
wasn't in a swamp was probably cleared land and used for farming back in that era.

Well, every piece of land was used for farming. You remember 2/3¥s Of'the land was under
cultivation, Whether it was side hill or whether it was flat was used., The Only land
that wasn't used was swamp and rocky -

Solid ledge.

- woodland. It was all used, é}lbsed for farming back in 1850, They had t© have it to
get enough food for their (the?) peOple., Remember back then, they ® - big bread basket
of the mid-west wasn't supplying the f00d heee; it had to be grown locally,

Right., And they were ¥R growing f£00d on marginal £m fields, weren't they, in lots of
cases. They had cleared fields that no© longer were capable ©of producing go0d crops, I

Fhink Fhev'd wOram <Ome Of them Oout: a g00d many Of them were pretty well worn Out, weren
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they?
Well,if you cOuld just imagine producing wheat on a small field and cutting it with a
cradde - did you ever see a cradle?
Ch yes.
Did yo%u every use One?
o, I have never used ©ne,
Well if you ever used One, yOu certainly wouldn't have produced very much wheat because
that was a real hard job t© use a cradle, and this wheat whmax was cut with a cradle, th
it was raked intoO small bundles, yOu went alfng and yOu toOoOk 6ut a handful of the wheat,
you wrapped it around a bundle and tied it in a knot, then the wheat was putlin a shop -
that is, a number Oof bundles wkexm were stO00d up toOgether and let to dry, then it got dr;
it was loaded Oon wagoOns and taken into the barn and then in the winter, the barn floor
was clean and these bundles Of wheat were éut down and they were thrashed out with a hant
flail, Did you ever try that?
l'yve seen it done, but I've never done it,
Well you shOuld try sOme ©f thOse things sOmetimes sO yOu have a little pers®nal experie:
Ch, yeah. I wish I had the time t® do all of the things that I would like to #0 in this
w orld,
Tell, I've tried both ©f them and I wogdn't care tO woOrk at it nOw because it was real
hard work and you didn't prOduce very many bushels and you =
Just about enfugh t0 keep your family through the winter, I supppse.
Well no, you had t0 produce tO supply the cities around there, because thet's the only
sOurce ©f supply they hadj; that was befOre it came in frOm the mid-west., It was taken
down, the wheat was taken down t© the 10cal mill and ground and they had the 88%&2 there
to sift it out and make the white fl0ur and the brand., This °91d mill Oover in Sandy HOOk
I think still has sOme ©f the bOlts in there and the screens.
Did your family mill grind grains at all, Or did yOu just make lumber with the mill?
This mill here just made lumber. They had anOther mill Over in South Britain that ground
grain and there was a mill up abOve here knOw as Little é::ixizﬁxand Hthere was a mill
in Sandy Hook that ground grain, I've taken grain t© both the ©ne up here in Little York
and the One in Sandy Hook to be ground when I was a kid. Compsse, there was a job for the

bOv back in thOse days; they loaded yOu up in the morning and you went up there and the
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miller took it Out and you waited 3 Or 4 hours til égz;)got it ground and then you broug
it home. They didn't want t0 send a man up there to 10se all their time, B0 they sent
the bOy up with the spare hOrses and the 10ad ©of grain and he had to wait around all day
instead of g0Cing fishing Or sOmething that he wanted to do,

Well noy, I noOtice that you were in the insurance business as well as farming., This is
sOmething totally new in your family's history, isn't it?

Well, Uncle - see, Grandfather had 3 sOns and the Oldest son, Walter, started here in
the ¥ insurance business in 1891 and then he mOved to Pennsy®vania, s© Dad mEmlx
inherited the business which was very small, writing the insurance ©on lO0cal famms around
here, And this was cOntinued as a very small business until 1929 when the natifnal
grange went in the insurance business and I was active in the grange and they came aroum
and xr asked me if I wOuld be an agent, SO I tOOk on the grange agency as a part time
Occupation in 1929 and then 7 years ag® when my sOn RObert Kimberly Mitchell, Jr. t®Ok
over the farming Operation, then I started wOrking full time at the insurance business,
Up until that time it was just a evening and weeﬂend and part time Operation, It's Only
been a full time Operation since my sOn tOOk Over the farming Operation,

Are many Other families that cOnsider themselves lOng-term traditional farmers also©
branching out in Other directions, such as yOu have in the last 25 Or 30 years? Is this
a = in other wOrds, dO© yOur cOntempOraries in farming here have Other OccupatiOns that
they carry on besides farming as you carry dn insurance business as a side line?

Well there are very few Of the 0ld families that are still in the farming, Th:nggher
old family in tOwn that's still in the farming is the Pilatt (?) family and they've alway:
had large families and sOme Of the bOys have stayed On the farm and sOme Of the bOys hawe
gOne into Other Occupations, s© this is the way that it has develOped down through the
years; One Of the children has taken up the farm Oppration and other have taken up Other
Occupations, The same as my insurance has develOped since my sOn tOOk Over the farming
Ooperation,

I'm £ just trying tO get at a change - any changes that are taking place in the characte
of the rural cOmminity here, the farm scene, We knOw it, w frOm what you've told us, it'
becoOme very much mOre efficient, much mOre mechanized, mOre scientific, utilizing the

knowledge Of research in many flelds and in engineering and s© on, but I wOndered if the:

were Other changes thagaggken place in the character Oof the rural community ©f this valls
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that might be brOught about by the influx ©f new peOple; the impact Of the recreational
industry that's beginning t0 develOp as a result Of the building Of the dams and the
creation of the lakes and summer hOuses and all that, HOw do these things effect you
and ultimately effect the use of the land?

REM: Let's break that down into two different categOries, First, recreation, Now with the
building Oof the Stevens©on Dam in 1917 or '18 and the Chappaugua Dam up abOve here about
10 years ag0, you develOped twO large lakes, These lakes have brought in many summer
people and s@mmer cOttages. They've als® - the state has acquired large areas alOng
these lakes for state parks, The towns have adquired areas fOr tOwn parks, The differe:
Organizations have boOught land for their summer camps., We have up here On the Chappaugu:
River a very large camp for cO0lOred peOple frOm BridgepOrt and the =

ERM: When you say "we have', is this sCmething that -

RKM: This is in the town ©f Southbury.

ERM: The town Of Southbury?

RKM: Southbury ©on the Chappaugua River right down wheme it's in the back water Of the - from
the Chappaugua Dam, Lake %iﬁi:ﬁﬁi (?) they call it, By the way, this Lake ki%%ﬂﬁ&%, the
name cOmes from Indian Maiden that was jumped Off Of the cliff Off at lovers' leap becaus
sOmething happened tO her Indian 10ver?nger name was kXrxn LilanOna and this lake up here
above the Chappaugua Dam was named f£Or her, Lake Lilan©Ona,

PJ: This actually happened.

RKM: This actudlly happened; this is an histOric fact, and it is knOwn as LOvers' Leap, the
cliffs up there just this side Of New xgfex Milford,

ERM: I'm curiOus t© hear mO9re aboOut this Negr© recreationsl facility on the lake shore. Is it
a segregated situation where it is extlusively for HegrOes?

RKM: Well this land up along the lake here was bOught in about 1925 by the Connecticut Light
and Power COmpany plakning tO build this Chappaugua dam, NOowy¥ when they bought thisfland.
the farms were along the river where the river E;géﬁg, but they alsO Owned the side hilds
adjoining the river plains, s© when they s0ld out t© the COnnecticut Light and Power
Company the;‘qnaturally s0ld the whoOle wOrks; they wxE weren't gOing tO sell their hOuse anc

their
fertile river plains and keep sOme w0Oded side hill up there for and down through

the years, the Connecticut Light and POwer COmpany didn't get around t© building this dam,

They had drilled in a number of places but they, finally 10 years age, did build it up hex
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but they had acquired all of this land back in 1935, 50 after the lake was built, they
very carefully distributed this land Out tO the state for state parks, to the town for
recreational uses, and fOr Other recreatiOn uses, I think we can give the COnnecticut
Light and Power COmpany a 1ot ©f credit for their land use, And this group in BridgepOr
bought this land up ©°n the Chappaugua River and built their camp up there,
What group is thatf Is this a Negr© group,
It is a Bridgeport recreation group. I can't give yoOu the exact name Or the cOmpOsition
of it,
But it's not the city ©of BridgepOrt.
No, it's not the city ©f BridgepoOrt.
It'sag.organized group of peOple using this group in Bridgeport.
it's an organized group of peOple in Bridgeport, yes, 50 that we're not going to have
a 1ot of small cOttage develOpment alOng the lake up here because ©f the careful plannin
of the Connecticut Light and FOwer COmpany that will be in recreation facilities. HNow
the other change in land use that you were p speaZking Oof cOmes from the building of
Interstate 34 which puts us right in the center Of the map from New York to Boston, and
we have - we talked mk@mmk abOut the influx Of the residents, We're alsO having an infl
of small factOries, because, yOu Xm see, they can cOme Out hergng;bgglatively cheap
land in a 1ow-tax area and if they're right next tO an exit of 84, they can receive Or
distribute their pxdEfx produce =
By truck,
- by truck to any ©Of the cities within 50 miles, =%
50 you are getting an influx in the valley now of new, small 1ndustry.
We have tw© new factOries built this year and many ©thers are trying t© find land here
but they haven't been able to purchase suttable 1locations, but there's many, many -
That are trying.
That are trying, ©Oh yOu als® knOw that -
What's the general attitudd ©of the peOple native in the valley tOwards this develOpment?
Are they fOr it Or against it?
Well, just a minute befOre I answer that question, YoOu knOw, ®MRm down in OxfOrd the
state has apprOpriated money fOr a new airpOrt there, willlhave a mile-l0ng runway, and

Inited States Rubber. nOw knOwn as Uniroval. has bought 60C acres ©of land £Or their new
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headquarters, research labOratOries, and Other factOry buildings and that within a few
years they will have their headquarters im down here in Our neighboring town of Oxford,
Now tO get back t© your next question, with - what do the native peOple feel ab@tt the
bringing in of the factOries, with the increase in Our pOpulation and the increase Of Oy
scho0]l enrOllment, we need a larger tax base t©O help us pay f£Or these new schOOls and
larger sch00l enr©llment, s© the peOple are very happy t© have these factOries cOme in.
Of cPurse, we've been very fOrtunate in tOwn tO have this Chappaugua Dam., The pOwer
house and 2/3's Of the dam is in Southbury and that is - carries nearly 1/3 of our tax
burden here O©f the COnnecticut Light and POwer COmpany withOut any servéces needed and
without any chlldren tO educate. We als© have a =
You feel - wOuld yOu say then that the rank &nd file Of farmers in the valley are not
antagOnistic then tOwards the incOmdng industries,

CB they're very happy t© have it because it makes a brOader tax base,

It lightens their tax burden,

It lightens their tax burdens,

Has it made a substantial dent that yO%u can nOtice in recenze?gsyour taxes?

Well, has just been cOmpleted and we're just starting tO get them nOw, and thi
increase in sch00l pOpulation - no it hasn't made any dent in the taxes pecause the
increase In the scho0l pOpulation has kept ahead ©f the -

That's the question I was gOing t© ask yOu next., DOesn't the new industry that you
entice in als® bring with it new families which hawe mOre children which requires mOre
school facilities, sO that dOesn't the new AmEkx industry - I mean the thing ba cOnstant,
NOo, it's just the OppOsite,

It's the Other way around?

Just the OppOsite, because Our peOple here that have been driving t© Waterbury and Dan-
bury anq BeymOur cOmmuting, spending an hOur every day On the rfad can now work R in
these factOries right here,

Right in their back door,

Right in their back door, and yOu've gOt tO remember that Our - we graduate abOut 100
from Our high sbh0Ols every year, and they can find jobs right here instead ©of having to©
cOmmute. SO it's a dOuble=barrelled propOsition; we get mOre taxes from these industrie:

and there are jObs available right here fOr Our peOple instead ©f having t0 cOmmute IEEX
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because see, we dOon't have en®ugh industry here to provide jobs for our peOple, See,
Our peOQple had t© g0 t© the neighbOring cities t© get jObs, and nOw they can get jObs
right here s© it's a very happy situatiOon bOth ways. Then we have anOther new interesti
industry here knOwn as Heritage Village where they're building 2,000 cOndOminium
apartments fOr peOple Over 50, I don't believe these peOple Over 50 will have tO0 many
children and this will =
I hope not.

- this will add some $30 million t© Our tax base when they get it cOmpleted, They are n®
have cOmpleted, Oh probably 40 Or 50 apartments and they are selling them much faster
than they can build them,

Is that right?

They have a gOlfi cOurse Over there and recreation facilities, club hOuse =~

Sort of a COnnecticut Sun City, huh?

That is just the way it was planned,frOm the Sun City in California. In fact, they had
the engineers frOm there came here and helped tO lay it Out, This was On the ©°ld Victor
BOrge prOperty, and then befOre VictOr EOrge, this prOperty was ©Owned by Balantine,
Balantine Beer, and befOre that it was Owned by Wallace Nutting, NOw I don't knoOw wheth
you're familiar with Wallace Nutting Or not, He tOOk a great many pictures;in practical
every hOme ar®und there, y©u'll find a 10t Oof Wallace Rukk® Nutting pictures. And then
he had a number Of girls wOrking for him that would tOuch up these pictures in ¢c©lOr and
Wallace Nutting pictures were knOwn all Over the cOuntry and you'll find them in
practically every hOme, 350 this is - this property is quite a =

Modern histOry =

- quite a histOry to it, yes.

Well what's happening t© the valley now? 1Is it - it's bedOming mOre heavily pOpulated
it's getting mOre indastrial

MOore industrial, mOre heavily pOpulated and it's gOing tO be a great recreation center,
This has fundementally changed the character Of the valley, isn't it?

The valley through the years has prOgressed first from strictidy mgximukt agriculture to
ARE agriculture and small industry, then from agriculture t© the peOple gfing t© the

neighboring éities for industrial jobs, now the pOpulation is increasing in the valley

hanatsnn OF whnka 24 heincaina e d woary ~10ca +0 a1l Fha ndichhOrine eities. =0 neOnle ar
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living here t0® cOmmute, small industries are mOving ©Qut here because O0f the mvailability
of mOre land, 19wer tax rate, better emplOyees because they can get the 19cal peOple,
and the large area alOng these lakes that has been put aside f£Or recreatiOnal facilities
thanks to the forethOught ©f the COnnecticut Light and FOwer COmpany.

Is this cOndition taking pimemshape all up and dOowm this valley from Cne end t© the Othe
or are you talking ©f it just as it effects the part ©f the valley that you live imhere?
Well you want t© remember that the pOpulation starts with the big cities and as the

land use changes Out frOm these big cities, they prOgress up the valley further and
further, starting Out frOm BridgepOrt and Waterbury;they prOgress Out R from the cities
and igligixxx land use is built up intO hOuses,it progresses further Out, And at the
present time, SOuthbury is right in the center of Eﬁgsgrowth area, As SOuthbury becOmes
built up, then it'll progress further up the valley, but Of cOurse with the cOmpletioOn
of route =~

It's mOst active, it is stroOngest{ felt right here.

Because Of the natural growth, the natural spgreading and the cCmpletion Of Interstate €
I mean, there's been a number Of studies made On these - On the cOmpletion Of these
interstate highways and the tOwns that they g0 through have x very rapidly gpxRkhx growtk
because as we sagid before -

The fatther reaches ©f the river as we g© nOrth frOm here becCme mOre =

Agricultural,

- agricultural, mOre rural -

kKOre rtral,

- until yOu get On up tOwards the sOurces 9f the river tOwards the very tOp Of it, then
you begin tO get int® mOre industrial areas again, don't you?

Well let's be specific, NOw New Milford, in the last 10 years, has had terrific

industrial growth, Kimberly-Clarke has cOme in there has cOme in there -

TAPE 2, SIDE 2

ERM:

RAP).

You were telling Of the develOpment, lir, Mitchell, upstream from here at New Milford
and I think you had just mentiOned that Kimberly-Clarke had cOme in with a new planfe.
has cOme in with a new brass plant, and Nestle's has a £00d prOducing plant

up there, NOw when yOu get nOrth Of New MilfOrd up alOng the river, it's still very
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agricultural., Canaan, Saldsbury, and all through up there is still very much Open land
with a very 10w pOpulation,

Right, and a tendency ©n the part Of the pRfE peOple up there t© want t© keep it that way
isn't it - aren't they rather defensive about lettdng new industrﬁnin that area? I may
be wrong, but it seems tO me that there's an impartial =-

Oh I doj't think s© at all,

It's good farmland up there,

It's good farmland up there, but this wOuldn't make any difference., If industry wanted
tO cOme in there and pay the price fOr the land - they'd buy it, but it's t00 remOte

at the present time, It's t00O remOte,

Too remOved frOm the best roOutes Of cOmmunication and transpOrtation,

Well, t®0 remOved frOm the sOurdes Of sales; the cities, YOu see here, we're Only an
hOur and a half from New YOrk City and all the large Fairfield COunty pOpulatiOn centers,
They might find a deficiency ©f skilled 1labOr up there £Or any kind Of specialized
industry. You knO®w y%u had it frOom here On dOwn.

What abOut the impact Of professiOnal peOple mOving Out and establishing a life in the
cOuntry? DOn't yOu have a 10t Of writers and artists and lawyers and peOple ©f that kinc
who've cOome Out from the city tO establish residence OSut here and cOmmute t© New YOrk Cit
and -~

Well, we have a -~ the = many ©f thOse here, Last Sunday we had Over fOr dinner the editc
of gha One Of the encyclOpedias in New YOrk; and this Heritage Village Ofer here has a
number Of sculptOrs and writers, this is an ideal center £x®x for them., I think we would
be a mess if we didn't £i£§a§££ut the pflitical changes in the valley, t©O,

Ch, by all means,

With this United States Supreme CPurt One man-One vOte decisi®n that they had and the
redistricting Of the legislature is gOing t©® make a very profound change in the pOlitiecal
structure of the vfalley. Back - yOu had at least One representative in the legislature
from every tOwn, The Original tOwns had 2 representatives, regardless if they Only had
a pOpulation of 3 to 500, Some Of the Original kwR tOwns had 2 representatives the same
as New Haven and BridgepOrt and Hartford and Waterbury with all their tremendOus
pOpulations, I was in the legislature fOr 2 terms under the Old system, and under the

0ld ¥ system the rural peOple had dgontrol Of the legislature, the house. The cities had
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control Of the Senate that was &n a pOpulation basis, And nOw with this redistricting,
you take the nOrthwest cOrner Of the state that we're talking abOut where the HOusatOnic
Valley is still agricultural, they have One representative fOr & tOwns! Eight towns!
They fused t© have 12 representatives fOr thOse 8 tOwns, 50 this is cutting down their
representation in the legislature, NOw what & dOes this mean? This means that the
legislature is gQing tO vOte less mOney fOr rural rOads; it's gPing tO vOte less mOney
for axux agriculture; it's gOing tO vOte less mfPney f£Or rural sch0Ols, and this is gQing
to have a very depressing effect On many Of these rural tOwns because they're g@ing to©
have t0 cOme up with this extra mOney fOr their roads and £Or their scho0Ols and their
agriculture's gOing t© suffer because the state isn't gOing tO furnish as much help toO
them as has in the past, NOw, yOu see, the cities =
Is it gPing tO mean that they're gCing tO get less Or that the cities are gling tO get
mOPre and that there is gQing tO be mOre taxes levied in Order t© take up the increase?
Now don't kid yOurself, There's just sO much mOney tO g0 arOund; there isn't an unlimite
supply ©of mOney, and when Waterbury mm¥ has 15 representatives and HartfOrd has 15
representative and New Haven has 15xxl§§E£§§§2§§§§¥§§x and BridgepOrt has 15 representa-
tives and y%u've 29t 1 representative fOr & tOwns up in the nOrthwest cOrner ©°f the
state, where's their mOney g@ing? Just figure that Qut, YOu've gOt 60 representatives
in those four cities and ©ne in thOse 8 tOwns., NOw are they gOing t© vOte mfney tO buil¢
rural roadsj are they gOing t© vOte mOney tO carry their - the burden that they have ©f
aid tO0 dependent children and all ©f these Other welfare prOgrams that are c¢Osting the
city millions Of dollars. YOu mark my wOrds, the state mOney is g@ing tO be diverted t©
welfare prOgrams instead Of being spent On the rural roads, The fOrmula f£Or state aid
tO schoCls that has been a large amOunt fOr the first hundred children and then the next
hundred %= has been a smaller amunt and a smaller amCunt, s© the rural tOwn that just
had a hundred Or 20C children g0t & higher per capita than the city that had a thOusand
children. [NOw this is gOing tO be cut back s© the per capita is g©ing t© be the same
right &k acrOss the bO%ard, and this means that the small tOwn =- this was already dCne
in the last legislature t© a certain amOunt., 50 the smaller tOwns are gCing tO have a
much higher tax burden than they've had in the past and they're nOt g@ing t© have anythir
t0 say abOut the bills that R passed in the legislature.

Aed AF afmiwmean +Fha aafinla in Fha tsrhan ~AOmmimitice cav. well. that's true. but vOu had it
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all t© yOur advantage fOr a number Of years in this pOlitical situation, nOw the shOe is
on the Other f00t; nOw we're gCling tO have the advantage fOr a while, and this is the wa
the pendulum ©f pOlitics swings, isn't it? As there is a shift of pOpulation, where do
mOst Of these peOple in the cities cOme frOm that are creating the prOblem that we have
in xhm a city. These peoplS™Bive cOme in OFf the farms, aren't they?
Yes, but this is twO Or three generatiOns ag0®, When they were first generation frOm the
farm, they had an interest in the farm but nOw kkmixx they're thinking in third genmerati
and they cfuld care less abOut the farm, All they're interested in is hOw much they pay
for a quart Of milk, They don't care whether the farmer lives Or starves, I talked to©
one the ©ther day, I sald whergrﬁou g0ing tO get the milk if the farmer gCes Out ©Of
business, s© he said we'll gO dOown t© the stOre and buy it!
You've just tapped that
Well hOow d© yOu 100k at the increasing support fOr a state incOme tax, which yOu hear
mOPre and mOre abOut?
Well the = yOu knOw the AesOp fable abOut killing the gO00se that laid the gOlden eggs;
when they have a state incOme tax here in COnnecticut, they'll kill the gO0de that laid
the gOlden eggs.
I guite agree with you,
Because New York State has a high state incOme tax, Massachusetts has One, s© peOple thal
are retiring leave New YOork and Massachusetts and cOme tO retire in COnnecticut, They
cOme tO retire with the mOney that they've spent a lifetime accumulating, they build a
Putkxx big hOuse Or buy a big hOuse and rem@del here in the state, they suppOrt Our taxe:
they don't have any children :ogo to sch00l, they dOnate their time f£Or all kinds ©of town
funx#® functiofls, and when we have an incOme tax instead Of a welcOming in all these
residents ©f New YOrk and lassachusetts whO are retiring with their lifetime fOrtunes,
wdll be driving them away. And this will be very detrimental tO the rural tOwns, because
these -
Where = will they go?
Where will they g0? That's not Our prOblem where they'll g© then; we want them t© keep
¢Oming tO COnnecticut,
Well that's true. I knOw what yOu're getting at, but it's getting toO the pOint where

there's no place tO hide, AlmOst all states are getting tO the pOint where they have a
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state incOme tax, aren't they?
This I wouldn't knOw abOut. I'm interested in seeing the ruralg tOwns Of COnnecticut
keep develOping,
Yeah, What I'm getting at 1s the peOple yOu're talking abOut, the g00de that yCu're
afrdid is gling t© get killed and sent away, dOesn't really have where tO fly anymOre
unless he's g%ing tO fly tO sOme fOreign land Or sOmething Or Other; there's no place to©
g°.

Well Over the years

RERHEXBRYXINEXRAX TO get away from the burdens Of taxatioOn we cOmplain and cOmplain and
cOmplain abOut paying taxes and we say we're getting killed. Good Lord, we don't knOw
what taxes are in this cOuntry cOmpared t© what Other peOple p -

Right here in this town I cOuld name yOu 20 different farms that have gOne Out Of
producltion that had been broOught up by retired New YOrk peOple, They spent a 10t ©Of
money ©On them, they've cOntributed t© the tOwn bOth in taxes and in services, and they
reason that they came here was bedause we didn't have an incOme tax,

That's exactly what's happened with a 10t ©of industry that previOusly was centered up
here, LOOk at the textile industry. It decided that f£Or tex reasOns, it woOuld g0 Off
to the sunny sOuth k where the g©0d peOple dOwn there xR wOuld nOt Only welcOme yOu witl
sOuthern hCspitality, they give yOu a tax free ride fOr a period ©f time and yOu had

all that cheap labOr dOwn there and everything, and bOy, the millenium was just arOund
the cOrner. They just got settled dOwn there and the millenium starts t© unhinge itself
and the ® taxes start gOing up there the same as they do amyfkw anywhere else eventually,
and the labOr cOsts started gCing up gradually dOwn there as they are & everywhere else
and getting mOre develOped, sO they're really nOt much diffeent Off - any better Off nOw
than they were when they were up here,

Short-lived millenium,

NOw we're kind Of getting Off the subject ©f the HOusatOnic Valley

That's right, but this - but in dOing that yO%u said a few things that I wanted §Ou toO

say, yOu see? And -



