
I 

Crt...l ~istury I.1terv.iew 

witli 

v • A. J.~~·1 :::z: 

All Iotbllcat· ' Li:, v .v t11e col1tents 
of this oral nic~ory l ~erview are held 
by t..he Fc~~e.s-t .l • .:...;tory :C.'01....nd1·L ~0~1, Iuc . , 
27J6 West S~ve,th Boulevard, St . Paul , 
1-~innesotC; . .r-eT' ., · ssion to _t,'1bli.Jli a~y 
JJart of thi. 3 or .1 histor:r- .:. t erview 
rnust be obtained in wri ti·1g from the 
Forest History Foundatio~ , Inc . 



v~~ :.i EIS ORY H~'l...iR-if:'.:~:i 
w.ith 

J . A. I: 'l~I:IKC 
FORT FRA!'JC..:!8 , O_~TARIC• 

August 4 , 1)57 

by 3:::·~ce C • •• ardi:it; 

EARDI1-.G: ur . .... _ "Lhil. ..... , could you give us yo ..... r full nai P' /our 
birtn d&te j~d where you were born? 

H:.RDI:rn : ':i.ha t Lakes yo.i i:1m·1 old to- d.c...j'Z' 

h.ATr:IETi : 2.ic..hty- e.i,)1t years old on A·.A_:...i.st 21 of this year . 

HARDING : 1:lell , that ' :: not very far away . Yuu were born ri..,ht 
on t:ie 11ississippi itiver t· a~ .i.n the da .. :s w'.1.e..1. t ney 
were s~ i..!-'p.:_'1g legs drT .. to .J, -renr-ort a Hi 3t . i.u .;.s . 

MATHIEU : They went all ti1e way to .:>t . :.ou.is . 

H.rl.RDL..,G: Ca '1 you gl ve us sot1.e of your cL..i.ldhood exi.ier ie'1ces 
alo11g the rive:' there: Did tile; use the ster1 -
wheelers t·'.) co ~trol those or did they float t1.e!!l 
dow.1. or whc,.,, t? 

... ..ATEIElJ : They were rafted L1to s.nall r _,,:-ts &.nd i1e:i taken ou. t 
into lar i;;cr i·Ja ter a.1.1d mde ::.nto le rt.,. er rafts and 
to· Jed by boa ts down tlle u.:. ssissi1,1jl 3.i v ~r as fa1· as 
0t . Louis , ~is~ou.ri . 

£-...c_iDLn . ..r : ·.fnen did you f.i.r:t g(J to work for 
2.u.rr.ber in~ cu;i.pany? 

.1. __ T~.L.: .. ... : In 1385', c:.t ~.irst on t'1e ..... :''!:in..., works, the11 on a 
raft bor t for several years , then .:.n t' ie rru::.i i off ice 
at Beef .Jlo tgh . I ''Orked v'l tr1e Taft boats two ')T' 

three yeo.r s and we.1t to school L1 the winter tL .. e . 
The.1 I \Jent to work .i. tl.1.e boom cotnJJd"':.:.es at Jel:;f 
Slou.5h . 

'.Ihis 

.1..:.ATHIEU : Yes . 

HA ... "qDL~G : Do you recall anytliing abo t 
t1..~1t was on those lu;: boGi s? 
of I erso11s or was .:. t · co l 
everyo .e? 

the type of person 
Were Lhey a rough ty~e 
iert:i tior.. of most 
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iATHIEU: I would say- they were the ordinary wild bunch of 
lumberjacks , but they by no means blew all their 
money for drink; many of tnem became farmers and 
busiriess men who were very successful in ma11y large 
undertakings . They were a mixture of many natio11-
ali tles , so1e cod.rig froril Ca11.ada and dow1. east . 
There were also Scandinavians who largely settled 
in Hin..riesota . 

HARDING : In securing a job there on the boofil, was it a matter 
of getting a jlob with an empl oyment agency referral 
or going down to the shack and sin6 ni·1t, up ym ... rself 
or what? 

iV1ATHIEU : I don 1 t recall that there were anJ employment agencies 
at that tL .. e . 

HARDING : How about the general wage scale !3.t that time . Could 
you give us an idea of about what the wage scale was? 

~.LA.THIEU : During the time I was there it was $1 . 25 a day , a ten 
hour day , and board. 

HARDING ; Were there very many young fellows going to work for 
the lumber companies at that time? 

1"1.ATHIEU ; Yes • 

HARDING: How many years 1 experience did you have there on the 
boom? When did you come up north? 

MATHIEU : I was on the boom, rafting logs , at first in 1885, 
then put in a couple of seasons on a raft boat that towed 
the small log rafts anywher e from #inona to Lacrosse . 
Then I went into the main office of the boom coupany at 
Beef Slough . Seeing the end of rafting on the clississippi 
at that point I went to Minnesota in 1897 and went to 
work with the Crookston Lumber Company which had mills 
at St . ... Ula ire , ... tinnesota, a.nd Crook::;to i, H.innesoto.. 

hARDI1fG: Wnat was yoi.:r job with them? 

MATHIEG : I ! ad charge of loggi-ig and of the bu) ing of timber , 
the two mills consumed 75 million feet of logs per year . 

HARDING : Where did you move from there? 

~iATHIEU: After bein~ with Crookston Lumber Company for five years 
I came to Canada . I followed the pine trees that were 
disappearing in hi:mesota and came to Canada in the year 
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1902 , a~d looked over the area just north of the 
iin11.esota boundary with the idea of establishing 

a sawmill in the Rai.1y River district . 

HARDir,G: And so you were more or less of a scout coming up 
here trying to find the proper timber and location? 

~.IATHIEU : That ' s what I was at that time . I first built a 
mill at Rai11y River , Ontario, arid started sawing in 
1905, started another mill on the Americ~n side 
which is now Baudette, ninnesota, and started 
saw~~~ tnere in 190G . The two ~ills had a capacity 
of 120 ~llio1 feet per year . icxt I built a mill 
at For t Frances v'i th a capacity of 70 ti1illion feet 
per year . 'I'he11. I organized J . A. ~·lathieu Limited 
JJ.ill o:' a capacity of 50 rnillio.1 feet rer year . This 
lJl.ill is still opera.ti~6 on a reduc ed caJ:.acity . 

HARDING: ",</ere you looking for water power for a sawmill? 

MATHIEU : Not so much for water power . 

HA..."qDING: Did you have any idea at that time that there would 
be mining going on in a few years? 

i'1.ATHIEU : Yes , I did -- I didn ' t get interested in mining much 
until the last ten years . It m i n the mining game 
now , in a fairly large way , and I ' m, as well, still 
very much interested in lu~bering . 

HARDING : I ' ve been told that the basis of a lot of mining 
wealth was started in timber . 

AA.THIEU : That ' s right . 

HARDING : What was the process of logging up to :i.ow? 

l'lATHIEU: In the early days of my first ex1,erie'!ce 1 trees were 
largely felled by axes . The state of Maine lu~ber­
jacks were the most proficient in that ; they were 
the best axe men. The trees were cut to logs by 
cross- cut saws ; they were largely skidded and hauled 
to various landings with oxen . The skidding was 
done by pairs of oxen, hauling by pairs of threes 
and some hauling by four pairs . That was followed 
by the use of horses for skidding and hauling . Steam 
haulers then came into a considerable ex.tent, 
mechanical skidders now largely tak& the rlace of 
horses . Truck hauling takes the place of sleds, and 
trucks pretty well take tne place of railroad hauling . 
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Cross-cut ~aws and Swede- saws used in the early 
days have almost disappeared and have been re­
placed by power - saws . bechanical loggirlb has 
superseded the logging of the early days . 

HARDING : Do you recall some of the conditions that the men 
were working under at that time? Do you feel that 
it was a type of life wher e a person had to be a 
little bit unusual to go ou t in the logging camps? 

:t-lATHIEU: In some respects that is true . It 1 s nothing like 
it is to- day , of course . If you were pretty well 
versed in how to get along in the woods it wasn ' t 
particularly a hardship . When you arrived a t camp 
you were 0 iven blankets and told what bunk you 
were to occupy . You made up your ow.1. bed of hay , 
straw or balsam boughs . 

HARDL.fG : Did the men furnish their own equipment and 
clothing ~ 

r1A'IHI3C : They fu.rl1isr.ed 2.1 their clothing but no equipment 
of any kind. 

HA.HDI:~G ; How did you secure a f oreLlan for a ca op in those 
days? 

r·..ATHIEU : We hired so-:ieo "e that had experience ancJ. we were 
continually teaching young fellows . 

HARDI1JG: Did your company pay the :nen at all in due- bills 
or did t:~ey pay in cash? 

A.ATHIEU : Hy men were always paid iri cash. Some of the 
companies paid in due- bills , which were paid 
September 1st of the same year . Due- bills were 
usually discourited 25 to 30 per cent . 

P...ARDING : Some of the fellows told me about the hospital plan 
they had in the logging camps where they paid a 
dollar a month and got pretty good hospital care . 

lv'IATHIEU : The hospital plan was usually arranged by payment 
of a dollar per ~onth or five dollars per season. 
The men were very well taken care of , other than 
s l owness in getting them to a hospital . 
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HARDING : In the matter of the change of logging methods , 
you uentioned that oxen were first used out in the 
woods . 

fATHIEO : I ca.i still recall a few oxe~1. being used in 
Wisconsin , and 0 radually Loing over to the use of 
horses . Then we got the steam hauler . Of course, 
that was used largel y on the roads . It t s advance d 
very fast in t his last nu~ber of years , hardly a 
horse in the woods , although there are a few horses 
here and there bu.t not very i!B.ny . ~!le use cater ­
pillars and trucks a'1.d power saws . TLere ' s scarcely 
a cross-c~t or old Swede- saw in th~ woods iow . It 
makes it very much easier but it doesn 't r educe the 
cost as :nuch as some people see'l'l t o think, although 
t he number of men employed to do the same work has 
been reduced to half in the last fifty years . 

HARDI1'~G : How about the matter of religion i!... the camps? Were 
there very many sky pilots aro~nd in the camps? 

MATHI EU: 

HA.3DL~G : 

MATHIEU : 

HARDING : 

1~.t.ATHIEU : 

HARDII~G : 

HARDING : 

I don ' t recall any caillp where we didn ' t have a sky 
pilot or a minister come out two or three times during 
winter . 

How were those men paid? 

They took up a collection as a rule . 1hey were 
pretty well taken care of . I ' ll say this for the 
lumberjack , he ' ll always dish out a little . They ' d 
always take care of it in the office and give him 
a cheque for it and deduct it from the men . 

Do you know of any co ipany t:"at paid for the 
ministers theillselves to go arou~d on a circuit so 
to speak? 

~lo , I don rt know of any . 

On the matter of railroad logging , was it ~uite 
expensive to lay those tracks? 

Not particularly , they didn ' t b:;.ild ~ re<ll good 
railroad . It wasn 1 t an,y i.ore ex1 ersive than an 
iced logging road that had to be me.de each season. 

When you located the mill let' s say in the early 
1900s , what were some of the criteria that you used 
for selecting a site for a mill? 
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~i.ATHIEG : The logs "ere lar'-'elJ watered in those days so the 
mill was loc ted o ~ river or lake . ~atLrally you 
l o cated t:1e _.il l ',' ere logs c o .... ld be delivered 
cheapest . 

H.fi..RDL;G: ~ the water loca tiur: was ~l2- -l1 1r urt~ lt . .121·2 tL9 
-. __ ,ly T!'..i.ll s mustl:r stec..n 01J~ratcd. i' <..t~1cr tha11 water ­
power operated? 

l· .. AT~HB"J : ~·~any of tte mills i.11 t11G early days wer e water power , 
ti~.;. ost of them t ur ned over to stear:-1. l'o- day :nc.:.ny 
of t r.e modern mills are electr ic;.l, 11hich is , in many 
respects , super i.or to any other 1 O'·Jer . 

R.\RDI1{G : ·,.lhat L. your opinio1 c~ sed this a rea to sw_:_tch over 
fro~ ~ saw log type of oper~tion to pulp and paper? 
, . .fas this v matter of cu.tt:::.ng off the saw logs? 

1· ...... '\.1TIE0 : The sawmills invaded the timber i n 11ost instances 
pr .:.or to the pulp and JJ~J..er wills . The smaller 
inferior timber which i n those do.ys ·10.s not usable 
for lu-:iber was left s t andin: , and it and the secoi1d­
growtl. .. ti l)'lber that carre up are .:1ore s u itable for 
pulp and paper mills . i1Iost of the abandoned areas 
where u saww.ill has bee'1 , is .. 1ow SU.J.ers eded by a 
pt....lp and paper mill . °2.) nore careful ct..t ting a!1d 
reforesta tion they ~re wor~i!1g toward the idea of 
havirig a perpetual sustai _ed yleld . host of them 
are doine an excell ent job i!l tl1 t res1 ect . In many 
ar eas the sawmills a re :io'W worki '1g 011 tb.e same 
principal and are successful in c~tti1g ~nd re­
forest~tion so that they too will have a per~ et ~l 
supply , !lll of whid. is the best way of preserving 
timber for future generAtions • 

.h!..RDL~G : Do you feel that the present operation of the pulp 
i'1d paper mills is golng to r;ive us sustained yield 
over the years? 

MATHIE[ : I ' m a.lnost positive of it . Tbef ' re plantint,; tr ees 
now , no t as f <: st as they ' re c...lttin~ i but t~J,ey 1 re 
J,Jla!lt.:..'1_;; a lot <::.nd JJOdern forestry is ;;retty mucil 
on a basis of sust~ined yield. 

HiillDING : How do you feel about th Ls argument I ' ve heard from 
some ~eo~le t hat tl e tree planting operation is a 
public relations a~gle rather t han uctJal forestry? 

Ii!fl. J._IIZlJ : 1·:y O_L..,i .:..o., is the oti1er way . We ' re planting to 
per~et ute tre forests . 

HA.RDI1-G : I1 .. the atter of researcr , 'Lardwood comes up · faster 
tha 1 t •. e spr .... c 8 and pine·? 
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MATHIEU : Yes , it does . 

HARDING : Do you feel that through research yout ll be able to 
find uses for t hat hardwood? 

'MATHIEU : I think we will . Probably make nn even better 
product than the soft- wood. 

HARDING : You ' ve operated both in the United States and Canada . 
Have you found any difference i'1 the govern_nent 
relationships between the two? 

iv.i.ATHI EU : i'iot very much. 

HARDI1'iG: How about the matter of Ii1.dian reservations here 
in Ontario , for example . Do you log Indian 
reservations here? 

MATHIEU : Yes 1 we do . That comes under the federal government , 
Indian Department . 

HARDING : Rather than the prpvince? 

MATHI EU : Yes . 

HARDING : How does the grading of lumber operate? Is there 
a lumbermen ' s association that grades itself or 
does the government here in Canada do part of it? 

1-lATHIEU : Practically all lumber is sold on grades . The 
lumber associa t ions are very efficie~t in looki'1g 
after gradi1.g of lumber a l.d disi:·o.tes arL: usu<illy 
settled by an expert grader . The goverrnne11t doesn ' t 
do very much , it ' s an associatlo'1. of the lumbernen 
themselves . 

HARDU;G : What is the cou_1terpart of the :i.\a t i.o :al LUL!..!ber 
l»Li.ln.1factu.rers Associc-...tion in Co •ada? 

!'lATHIEU: The Canadian Lumbermen ' s Association in CE dada is · 
opera tcd on the same principal as the ·;" tional 
Lumber Manufacturers Associat:on i:i t' e l ited 
States . The Canada associations and the associations 
in the United States in m.any cases co- operate and 
visit back and forth and work together harmoniously 
for the good of the lumber business . 

HARDING: What ' s your feeling on the matter of the forestry 
schools? Do they train a practical type of forester? 
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~· ... THT8U : Ti1eir training is excellent . Their t.>raduates need 
practical exper.i.encA , of course, ..,rl .. icli they pick up 
very fast ; tney are a very good c...ddi t:0,1 to forestry 
ond lumberin_; . 11hey are doing a SJ,leudid job 
particularly in regards to reforestatio~ and working 
toward the idea of having - ~erpetual sustained yield 
..:.1 preserving tlm'Jer for fLtL.."e se.1erations . 

HARDING: Gett.: 1~ back to the operatio··1 of the mill in the e .... rly 
l)OOs, did you '1· ve any exI erieace wl th u.n.i.on organi­
zations before World 1t/ar I? 

•iATHIK...i : No . 

HARDr~G ; The11 of course the ~Jobblies ca :.e in during World 
.Jar I a.1d it~ •iediat elf after ~ Did you have any 
exp er ie'1.ce with t he1 , the I. W. .I. ? 

.·lATHig-J : No , we didn ' t have the I . ·vi . W. Lo.p here , tuat was 
just in t he dest . 

:IAi.-qDniG : -.. rnen was it thu.t or ganized l abor started a campaign 
to organize first the mills and then the logging 
operations themselvGs here? 

A.\1HIETJ : In the Jiddle of the 1930s there was qL i te a 
stru.£;0 le . First the .~F of :;:; ca e in, t' e1 t:1e CIC . 

:r:..·1.3.DI1~G : On the eight- hou,... dcy , did th·it i u.t a crlmp :.n 
operatio~s t f :rst to adju.st t0 ~n eight - hour day 
when the unions won t hat de nand? 

MATHIKC : I ..'.1 some of the depart·nents it did . For .ii sta.nce , on 
the drives when tLey used t o work from daylie:;ht 
to dark , or particularly on the lakes where they 
towed logs , and all that kind of ti.1in0 , it made a 
very vast differe~ce . 

HA.RDI1W : Did you have t o ca r ry more men t han usual t o keep 
that drive moving ? 

'1ATHIElJ : Hore men to do t he same amount of work, a lot wore 
men, and as a result you did.'1 1 t get yo..i.r logs down as 
f as t as you ordinarily would . 

HARDI.r .. G: Could you tell me a little bit abo t tr.e equipwent 
that was u.sed in the old days of loc;~..:. :;;? Do you 
feel that a man had to kn.o\.J how to use it properly 
..:.n order not to get 'mrt or do you feel that there 
was an inher e!:l. t d::, 11; er in the lot;e; in

0 
op er 1. ti o.1.1s? 

hATHIEU: Well , there ' s a very vast difference between the 
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equipwent in those days and rww . In the old days 
with the cross- cut saws and axes and peaveys and 
cant- hooks 1 the work was largely done by hand , 
al~ost entirely by t rd . ~ou sawed 1our lob a~d you 
skidded each one by its elf . I do_1 t t think the danger 
of being injured was very much e;recter than it is 
now. It has often been broug~t to wy notice and 
I rve been asked the question , "oi.re more men hurt 
i11 the woods si:ice 'JJe have !D.achinery than be for e? 11 

a.11d I h~ve fou11d very little difference . 

P-~~DI_.G : How a.bout the uedical ca.re? ;,.s we said before , 
there was t~e ~osplt~l ticket a nd the ~dlcdl 
care was prett1 eood. Do you think it ' s bct~er 
t o-daj'i 

·-4.THIIIT": In tl:e early days it was fairly good •!d now the 
medic .1 care is excellent and is larLaly taken 
care of by gover~ment cc~~e,satlon &cts . So far 
as hospital co.re, I do. 1 t tLink there ' s ver.1 
much difference ; the bi..; difference is in getting 
c....1 injL..red l.!a·.1 to the hospital . Now the lnjured 
are tdken to the hospital for medical care by 
planes or trucks . sedic~l care of the woodsmen 
to- day , is alwost as efficie.:..t as thtt i: a city . 

EAR.u::: G: How long have you been operati.1g here in Ca 1ada? 

.. ..... ~TEIZJ : Fifty- three 1ea.r s . 

!:A ... 'tDL~G : It seer s :dnd of unusual to ae that an -~!j8r ic ... ' ri. 
citlue1 wo~ld become~ C- ~di l citizea . rt rs 
tiie reverse of the no1 _1, let t ! say . 

~-'\THIEU : :::t ' ~ p~rtlJ an accident . ::: soilletimes s~~ ti:1at I 
:.!..,;;ft ·:li.scor1si ·1 because the trees were b "'tting 
scarce aDd when they got pretty well ctt ~~t of 
Mi1illesota, I j~st moved across the bo1~ddry to 
Canada where there were lots of tlle i.1 . That ...;as 
~artl.1 the reason . ~e wer e lookinb for ; ~ew 
outlet and a new place to coutinue the cut of 
tLnbe;;r . 

FJ_RDI:iG : Do you feel t'i:'1.t t!rn tariff has been of t..se to 
Co._1c..dian lumber·? 

l·ill1'HIEU : i~ot so :m ... ch . I thought it was r:... bused dur i lg 
Mr . Hoover ' s administration when they p...(t four 
dollars 1er thousa~d on lumber . 
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hARDII-JG : How about the mc..tter of newsp:cint? I ' ve been 
told th&t the A~erican newspapers are dependent 
upon the Can2diqn produced newsprint . C.1 the 
Canadian production , ls the largest :narket the 
rni ted States Gi.nd the i the united Kingdo J? 

MATP.:IEL : Yes , pretty much so , Ca.riada is the largest 
1ewspririt prod .. cer i·1 the world . The largest 
market is in the ~nited States und we also supply 
Great Britain with a couslderable amou.'1.t . 

F.JL.-itDIHG: Do you sbip ym:r production mostly by rail to- day? 

f.iATHIEU: Almost entirely , but truck shipments are increasing . 

HARDING: Do you still maintain your contacts with tl ... e 
American 11..A.mberi:.en that you ' ve known over t he years? 

i•iATHIEU : Yes . We have a ·~orthern Pine Manufacturers 
Association. I 1 ve been president for '.nany years , 
and we still co~tact a~d keep very well pGsted 01 
the market in the Cnited States as well as our 
local.ity . 

HARDING : Do you rnaintain a headquarters for that organization? 
Do you have an office to maintain or is it just 
wberever you h~ppen to be? 

.HATHIEu : We have a·.1 office , t~1e Jain office of the proprietary 
association is the :iatioaal Lumber Hanufacturers 
Association with an office in Washington , D. c., 
and thea the va~ious regional associations have 
offices at the various places for vario~s species 
of lumber . 

HARDiiiG : Do yo1:1 think there would be a possibility of 
securing some historical evidence Jf that 
~ssoci· tion ' s work? 

l•iATHIEU : I think it would be well for you to call on Walter 
Ellin~er , the secret~r~ of the ~ 0rthern Pine 
~anufacturers ~ssociation . He 1 ~s it listed under 
ilis name because l-'~e c ff lee is r i~ht : l his ho1Je 
now. Ye. ...... 1 11 1 iave '1.0 di ff icu.l t~~ lo ca ting him. Tell 
l1im that I sugf;ested yo .... 5 et i touci1 with him. 


