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W. C. Geddes

(For information sbout Mr. Geddes, see the American nggerﬁan for Jamuery 15, 1927.)

I was born in Plain City, Utah, December 16, 1872, I went to work firing a
boiler in the plane mill in 1894 st Pleasant Valley, Oregon, just above Baker,

There was just a siding there. The company had 2 store, 2nd there were the helping
erews on the railroad, not our railroad, the short line. And that was all that lived
in the town., The mill wae located sbout fifteen miles in the woods, After that I
had meny Jjobs, one job after another, I don't rec2ll any particular one - they were
all in the pioneering state, We were mostly cutting ties at that time out of
ponderosa pine, and it was rather crude machinery., Circular saws until the mill,

the Oregon Lumber Compzsny was built in 1822 at Baker, And then we had

one band saw and one circular saw,

I had 2 lot of trouble with the band saw, While I was sawing, they brazed the
saws then 2nd didn't weld them like they do now. And 2s I was coming back a sliver
got in the braze and just rioped the saw completely in two 2nd it wrapped =211 around
me; never scratched me, No, we didn't experience much trouble keening them on the
bulley. We had more trouble with the piston breaking loose from the carrizge, It
was fastened under the carriage, the piston was, with a kind of a joint. It was
held there with bolts, 2nd I had a carrisge break loose from me and go out the mill,
When those bolts broke and the pistons, the carriagse just went clear out of the mill,

Question: You were saying that you were one of two men still slive who were
present at the organiz=tion of the Western Pine Association. ©Can you remember any
of the motives for setting up this associztion and how it came sbout?

We were all working more less at cross nurposes., We didn't have any grades,
The only grades we knew were the Mississiopi Valley Lumbermen's grades, which
MeGoldrick and those old timers brought out from Michigen snd Wisconsin, andi we saw
the necessity of orgesnizing together for the purnose of standerdizing our grades and

manufacture, =2nd a2lso for the purnose of fighting for better freight rstes, by
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organization rather than by individuals or grouvs doing it. For instence, like
Eastern Oregon znd also like Montana =nd Sooksne - we were all working =2t cross
purposes and that was one of the msin remsons for the organization of the Western
Pine, I don't remember the exact date of the first meeting, but it was in 1908,
J. P. MeGoldrick wss there, Kenneth Ross of Barnum, Mont=ns A, C. M, Company, John
0'Toole of the sazme compeny. There wzs George Stoddard of Eastern Oregon, Joe
Stoddard, his brother, and myself, I w=ss with the Oregon Lumber Comnany. So that

was sbout all the outstanding things., We had a lot of grief afterwards., I was

. cehairman of the Bureau of Grades which established our gr=des, The white pine rules

would not anoly to the Western Pine 28 we ca2lled it et that time, and we had to work
out the defects that was found in the Western pine, yellow pine, we had sixteen
different names for it. And in order to get & standard grade, we had to work out
from experience 2nd exchange of views and meetings, what would anply, what sort of =a
knot would apply for 2 number two common., We didn't save any nurber one out of
ponderoga pine at that time., It wes just nurber two =nd better., And then number
three and four.

I was quite familiar with lumber and its uses because I became sales manager of

the Oregon Lunmber Compeny, end it was necessary for me to find the uses to which the

lumber was put - and uses for which it wss not, in the opinion of the Bureau of Grades,
suitable, such as the Idaho whitg pine, or the sugar nine, which is a2lso a true white
pine, That w2e quite a2 problem becsuce each manufacturer was somewhat of an
individualist 2nd he thought that he knew just exactly what to do and what not to do,
end so on, And after we got the grading rules established, then we formed the Trading
Bureau within the Associ=ztion. And from that we developed to & high point of manu-
facture and distributiosn of lumber, We could only use versussion on =2 compeny that
wouldn't conform. We hasd no punitive nowers, it wes just persuasion, And the heads

of the company would send out some of their key men to the different mills to see

how they were handling their lumber; manufscturing it, grading it and so on.
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I don't think there was a time when I wasn't on some committee in the Association
from the time of its organization until I retired. I was on some sort of committee
all.the time. I think the most important one is, in my oninion, the establishment
of the research department. I was so enthused about that, about the establishment
of a research department so that we could determine what you might c2ll the end use,
or the use it could be put to, I knew that we didn't know all the guslities of our
product and we didn't have adequste or efficient kilns. In fact, I put in the first
kiln that was ever built in eastern Oregon in 19212, It was, oh, 2 rather 'ﬁediocre
kiln, but did do the work 2nd this resesrch desartment, of which I was chairman for
twenty years or more, develoned the kilns and we hired Mr., Albert Herman as our
resesrch engineer, and he developed kilns, until we have the present kiln., Our
research department developed the tensile strength in comperison with other woods for
structural purposes. We estzblished the superiority of pine over any other wood
except verhaps manle or hardwood, for flooring where trucks was used on it, such as
longshoreman's trucks 2nd hand trucks, trucking wheat. It wore down but didn't
splinter up,

When this thing ce2me up, there was a committee selected to go into what might
be developed in the research deoartment. Thst was =2long in the early twenties - I
don't know the exact year, Just graduzlly worked un to that a2s things develonped.
All the companies saw it would be cheaper to do this together than to do it a2lone =
very much so because we'd have the combined exwerience and knowledge of the engineer
and he would visit the different plants a2s he does today - not he, his successor,
Paul Rasmuesen, He visits the plants 2nd “elps solve their %iln oroblems, 2nd their
drying problems, and stuff of that sort. We're quite a competitive industry, bdbut
one of the - this was later - one of the hard problems that we had to solve was =
name for the wood. We had sixteen different names,

The first step in standardizing would be to get one name., And the Weyerhseuser
grouv would not consent to the ponderosz vine being czlled white, for instance

California white pine. And they sterted suit against that Associstion. Well,
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that's where 2 committee of three of us, consisting of Jim Henderson, of the Shevlin-
Fixon interests; myself =2nd Jack Irwin of Potlatch, tried to work out with the
California White Pine Association a n=me thet would be acceotable to all. They
selected me again chairmen of that committee, snd we got together with California,
And so we submitted our oroblem to N. W, Ayer and Sons of Philadelohia, a big
advertising concern, and they gave us one hundred snd eix, I think it was, names
that we could ecall it without using the word "white", so we started the process of
elimination. We couldn't call it three-needle pine; we couldn't call it soft pine;
we might have c2lled it that, bubt we wrestled over that, this committee, in
connection with A, W. Coopner, who was secretary-mans<er of the Associstion at th=at
time. And after wrestling with it and using this orocess of eliminetion, for three
or four days, at Portland, I became disgusted and I meant to say to call it ponderosa
pine, but my tongue slipped 2nd I said, "We'll call it pondosa pine," Cooper, just
by the snap of his finger said, "We can copyright that name." And it wes copyrighted
and then when we persuaded the C=lifornia Association to join in with us, make it
one big associastion, but they wouldn't st=nd for the name pnondosa. I don't know
why. Willis Welker ws=s one of the chief objectors. I was at & meeting at ¥lamath
Falls and could hardly keep my seat, but Him Henderson held me down. FHe said, "Oh,
W.C., Jjust let it go." And that was when the narme wzs officially adopted as
ponderosa pine instead of vondosa pine, entirely because of the Galifornia group,
and the concession made by the northern group, that is Montans, eastern Washington
and Oregon 2nd centrzl Oregon, conceding the point.

Well, prior to 1927, I was vresident of the Association. I had been vice=-
oresident for 2 little while 2nd I was elected president and when we come to the
establishment of the laboratory and the marketing of our produrts, my asctivity was
largely in the promotional work ss well a2s the laboratory work, We were trying to
sell this lumber back east, In fact, I think that thr-ough one of the companies that

was associated with the Oregon, known as the Grande Round Lumber Comany, we
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established offices 2t Chicago, And Dan Sherman, who recently passed away, was

the first one that was a direct mill respresentative, It was sold largely through
wholesalers, The lumber moved to the east, but the company didn't know who got it
or where it was sold or what it was used for or anything of that sort, Once you had
a mill representative there then you could study 211 the uses of it, Then others
began to establish offices there.

This pine was misrepresented a lot by wholesalers, One of the outestanding
misrepresentations was the use for it for oil tank bottoms, They built it out of
the pine and then they used the cypress for the staves and they figured they couldn't
use anything but white pine because of the knot defects. So wholesalers from
Pittsburgh went down there and sold a lot of this tank bottom stock, He had been
getting his supply from the north, but his suonly run short. So he came west and
told us to cut a certain amount of that product, two inch stock, =2nd didn't give us
proper informasticn, And we manufactured a lot of it that was not suitable, But he
sold it practically white pine prices. We'd never hear the complaint; he'd allow
it. And we'd never hear anything about it until finally our comomny, the Oregon,
wired me =2t Kansas City when I was on one of my routine trips to proceed to Bertles-
ville, Oklahoma, There was a complaint on & carlozd of tank bottom stock there.

So I went down, saw it. And he showed me = Black, I think his name was - showed
me the type of lumber they couldn't use in there, because they grooved it and if
that knot - if it was a horn knot as we call it - 2nd they'd groove down to tuat,
then they couldn't caulk it enough to stop the oil from leaking through. But if
the knot only went half way through, thew they could. "My goodness,"™ I said to
Mr. Black, "what are you paying for this?" And he told me., Well, I juet zulved.
And so I told him that now that I had seen what he wanted, we could menmufacture it
the way he wanted it,.

So I came back to Oregon znd started to manufascture it =2s it should be

manufactured., And then the Bureau of Grades, I told the Associstion and the Bureau
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of Grades came to me and wanted to know what it had to contain in the way of knots,
that would be acceptable, which I told them, Then I w=s, at th=t time, I believe
vice=president of the Association; I suggested that our chief inspector,
go down there 2nd study it. So he did and then they established in the grading rules
a grade for tank bottom stock, People of the Associstion were never, in my opinion,
gelfish, If any of us, for instance, discovered something in the way of manufactur-
ing, kiln drying, grading, we never hesitated to tell the other fellow, believing
that by his properly manufacturing his product, he would help the whole industry.

We estsblished better freight prices and the Government got after us, s=2id it
was & monopoly. I think this wes in '25, The trial wss held =t Minneanolis, We
all had a common price book 2nd we'd give discounts from that price book, Through
stipulation with our attorneys and the Government attorney, there were men selected
to discuss and answer the question on the witness stand on different thases. Mine
particularly waes manufacture, and 211 led in to the oprice list, And T've forgotten,.
we were there for a week or ten days at thet trial, It was held in Federal Court,
Well, the decision was in our favor, I was on the witness stand for two dsys under
direct examination and one day under cross examination., At thet time prices did run
away and some of the larger mills tried their utmost to keep the prices from going
wild, Tom MeCann of Shevlins was one of the other witnesses; Joe Lansing of
Lumber Company wes another; and myself and Mr. Tufel, Philip Hinze, =and several
wholesalers from the east,

I was the last witness on the stand and the judge said to me, "Mr. Geddes", he
says, "this run-away price was not confined to the Western pine =2lone, was it?"

I says, "No, sir. It wes universal, 211 over the United Stetes."™ That was the
question thet my attorney should have asked me, but Youngman's sttorney objected
many timeg because he said my snswers gave our attorney a hint 2s to what to a2sk me
next, which it did, but he didn't tumble. Charlie Elmguist wes the chief examiner,

or chief attorney for us. Of course, the whole »roblem sctuslly hinged on whether
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it was just in our industry. That settled it. We were never bothered again with
the government interfering with our dprice list or discount cards or what have you,

I think the government took action largely on account of the run sway »rices.
They were trying to see if it wes 2 conspirscy among the Western Pine peovnle to send
these prices sky-high, But it was established thst that wss not s fact, And we had
no more interference from the government,

I was able to get through college largely because of 2 rzilrozd accident. You
see this scar here on my head, That g=ve me enough money besides keeping my family,
my mother end brothers and sisters, enough money to put me through college, College
experience helps you a lot in the lurber business. I think that a college education
will help you to fhink better and clezrer slong given lines, then 2n untr2ined mind,
Of course, forestry, when I wa2s in school, w=2s just in its infancy - and while T was
a member of the Bo=rd of Regents of the University of Idaho for nine years, why I
streesed forestry. You'll observe in the Potlatch that most of their logeing men
and people of that sort sre graduntes from forestry school. Idzho has one of the
best in the United States, I think, if not the best. Cornell ranks high, Jornell
I think is ahead of Yale, and Idaho ranis right uop among the top onmes,

My father died when I wes 12 years old, We had nothing but a little 2 x L
farm, and I had to work. 1 worked in Oregon during the vacation neriod, then went
back to school, till I got through high school. When I got through high school,

I was in this railroad accident. I Jjust set thest money aside for college work., I

often szy that wreck saved my life,



