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(For information ~bout Mr. Geddes, see the American Lumberman for J anupr y 15, 1927.) 

I WAS born in Plain City, Utah, December 16 , 1879 . I went to work firing a 

boiler in the pl a ne mill in 1894 at Plea sant Va lley, Or egon , just above Baker. 

There wP. s just a sid ing there . The company had a store , And there were the helping 

crews on the r a ilroad , not our r a ilroad, the short line . And th~t WPS all tha t lived 

in the town. The mill w.r:is located ab out fifteen miles in t~e woods . After that I 

had many jobs , one job aft er a nother . I don't recall any oo.rticula r one - they were 

all in the pi oneer ing s t ;:i•.e . We were rrios tly cutting ties at tha t ti'1e out of 

ponderosa nine , ~nd it w3s rather crude '18chinery . Circular saws until the mill , 

t he Oregon Lu~ber Company WRS bui lt in 1892 at Baker . And then we had 

one band s aw and one circulBr saw. 

I had a lot of trouble wit h the bAnd saw. While I WRS sawi I111: , they brazed the 

saws then a.nd d i dn ' t weld them like they do now. And as I was c omint; bAck a sliver 

got in the braze and just rinped t he saw co~ple tely in two Pnd it wrapPed ~11 around 

me ; never sc rat che l ~e . No , we didn ' t exper ience ~uch trouble keeDing them on the 

pulley. We had more trouble with the piston breaking l oose f r om the carriage . It 

was fa stened under t he carri~ge , the pi ston was, with a kind of A joint . It was 

held the re with bolts, a nd I had a carria~e break loose fr oM ne and ro out the mill . 

When t hose bolts broke a nd the pistons , the cerriape j ust went clea r out of the mill . 

Question : You were saying tha t you we re one of t wo men still alive who were 

or esent at the organi z~tion of the Western Pine Associa ti on . Ca n you remember Bny 

of t he motives for setting up t~ is associa tion ~ nd now it ca me ab0ut? 

We were all working more l ess at cross mir poses . We d i dn ' t have Any ~rad es. 

The only gr qdes we knew were the Mississiupi VPlley Lumbe r men ' s Fr ades, which 

Mc C1oldrick a nd those old timers brought out f r om ~.fic'hig~n ~ nd Wisconsin , a nt! we saw 

the necessity of organiz ing to~ethe r for the pur~ose of standa r dizing our F-rades and 

manufacture , entl a lso for the ouroose of fighting for bet t er fre ig~t r ates , by 
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organiza tion r ather than by individuals or grouos doing it . For inst 0 nce , like 

Eastern Oregon a nd a lso like Mont ana ~ nd S~okane - we were all workin~ at cross 

purposes and tha t was one of the mA in r eP sons for the or gani zAt ion of the Western 

Pine . I don 1 t re member the exact date of the first meeting , but it wa s in 1908 . 

J. P. McGoldrick wa s there , Kenneth Ross of Barnum, Montqna A. ~. M. Company, John 

O' Toole of the same comUPny. Ther e w:.i. s George Stoddard of Eastern Oregon, Joe 

Stodda rd , his brother , and mysel f . I wos with the Oregon L11J'llber Comoony. So that 

WPS ab ?ut all the outstand in~ thing~ . Ne had a lot of grief AfterwArds . I was 

chairman of the Bureau of Grades w~ich es t abl ished our gr Pdes . T~e w~ ite o1ne rules 

would not a u..il y t o the West ern Pine as we called it et that ti"Tle , and we had to work 

out the defects tha t wa s ~ound i n the Nester n pine , yellow nine . we han sixteen 

di fferent names f'or it . And in order to get a stflnnard e:r ede , we h 0 1 t o work out 

f r om ex-oerience ~ nd exchange of views and ~eetings , what would a~ply , what sort of ~ 

knot would aool y for a number t wo CO"·mon . We di'in 1 t save any numbe r one out of 

ponderosa pine a t t h~t tiMe . I t w0 s just nu~ber two 8nd better. And t~en nu~ber 

t hree and f :JUr . 

I wa s quite familia r with l umber and its uses because I became sa l es mPnager of 

the Oregon Lu 1ber Oomp9.ny, :> nd i t wa s neces sary for me to find the uses to w"ich the 

lumber was put - .<> nd uses for which it W.!'! S not , in t he opinion of t he Buraau of Gra<" es , 

suitab l e , such as the Idaho w0ite pine , or the s~ar -oi "'e, which i s' also a true white 

pine . Thi:i t w~s quit e a pr oblem becau re each manufacturer •,,rp s somewhat 0f a n 

individualist Pnd he t hought th8t he knew just exactly what to do an1 what not to do , 

a nd s o on . And aft er w-e got the ~rad ing rules e st ablished. t;hen we forned the Trading 

Bureau within the Associ2 ti ~n . And f r om th~t we develoned to a high point of manu

f acture a nd d istributi ?n of lumber. We could only use nersuPsi on on a comp<> ny th~ t 

wouldn ' t confor m. We had no nunitive nowers . it wi:is just persua sion. And the heads 

of t he company would send out s ome of t'rieir l<:ey ~en to the niffer ent mills to see 

how they were handling their lurnber ; manufacturing it , f'r ading it ann so on . 
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I don 't think there wa s a time when I wasn ' t on some c ommit tee in the Association 

fr om the time of its organi~ati on until I retired . I WAS on some sort o~ commi ttee 

all the time . I think the most i mport a nt one is, in my oryinion, the est~blishment 

of the research dep~ rt ment . I wRs so enthused 3b out that , ~b out the es t ablishment 

of R r esea rch de part ment so that we coul d determine what you might call the end use , 

or the u s e i t could be ·mt to . I knew thAt we didn 't know All t'he quAlities of our 

product and we d idn ' t have edequPte or efficient kilns . In fac t , I trot in the fi r st 

kiln that W8S ever built in ea stern Oregon in 1 912 . It was , oh , a r 'l the r med iocre 

kiln , but d i d do the work 1nd t his r esea rch de:ia. rtment, of wr ich I wRs chairm~n fo r 

twenty ye<irs or more , develo ied the k ilns .13.nd we lot i r ed 1r . Albe rt Herman ,cis our 

r esea rch engineer , a nd he develo 'Jed ki1 ns , until we h.13.ve the present k iln. Our 

rese'l.rch de .. Y'l rt me nt develo oed the t ensile st rength in corn~ rison with other woods for 

structura l pur noses . '.ie establis hed the suneriori ty of nine over a ny other wood 

exce ::>t ue r h.aps ma )le or hn.rdwood , f or f looring where trucks wa s used on it, su ch as 

longshoreman 1 s trucks a nd hPnd trucks , trucking wheat . It wore down but d i d n 1 t 

s pl inter u p . 

When t his thing c .o.me u9 , there was a committee selected to go int J what might 

be develo oed in t he r esearch de'.>art ment . Tha t wos a long in the ea rly twentie s - I 

don 1 t know t "'e exact ye~r . Just g r adually worked u~ to thc:i.t 'is things developed . 

All the c ompani es saw it would be cheawr to do t'"is togethe r than to do it a l one -

very much so because we'd h~ve the comb ined ex:Jerienc e and knowled~e of the e !lf!:ineer 

and he woul a visi t the di f fe rent pl Ants a s he does today - not he , his succes sor , 

Paul Ras muesen. He visits the nl "' nt s 8nd '·el ps solve their ldln or oblems , .,nd their 

d r ying problems , e nd stuff of th~ t s ort . We 're quite a comoetitive industry, but 

one of the - this wa s lat 0 r - one of t he hard problems that we had to s olve WPS a 

name for the wood . i'fe had sixteen different names . 

The fi r st s te 9 in standard izing would be to get one na me . And the WeyerhAeuser 

grouu would not consent to the ponder osa uine being c a l led white , fo r instance 

Ca lif orniR white pine. And t "iey stRrted suit '3gainst thPt Aseocie ti on. Well , 
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that ' s where a c ommittee of t hr ee of us , consisting of Jim Henders on , of the s~evlin

Hi x on int e res ts; myself and J ack I rwin of PotlAtch, trie1 to wor k out wi th the 

C~lifornia White P i ne As sociPt, i on a name t hPt would be acce~table to All . They 

selected me again chairwin of th.qt committee , ::i nd we g ot to~ether with c~lifornia . 

And so we sub~it ten our ~roblem to N. W. Ayer And ~ ons of Philadel~hin , a big 

advert i!ilng concern, qnd t hey gr:i.ve u s one hundr ed and 'ix , I think it ws , na.Mes 

t hat we could ca l l it wHhout u s ing the wor d "white" , so we st ::i rte1 the pr ocess of 

elimina.t i 0n . We r.ouldn ' t call it th,.ee-needle p i ne ; we couldn ' t call it soft T)i ne; 

we niieht h<we <'-"' lle:. it th"lt , but 1>'e wr~·~t led over t l-i 0 t , this co•nrnittee , in 

ronne(!t ion Hith A. W. Coo:>er , w',o was secretar y- man,q -er of the Assoc i~ti on .qt thi> t 

ti:ne . And a ft er wr estling with it :lnd usin~ this )r oce cs of e li r.'lineti m , for t hree 

or four days , ~ t Por tlqnd , I became disgusted a nd I ~eant to SAY to cal l it p onderosa 

oine , but my tongue s linped t:i nd I sai d , "We ' ll call it oondos a pine ." Cooner, just 

by the snap of h is finger said , "We CAO copyrig'ht that nane ." And it wes coeyright ed 

a nd then when we persuaded the Ca lifornia Associa tion to join in with us , :?J::i ke it 

one big assoc i·•tion , but they wouldn ' t stPnd for t'li.e nal!le Don'losa. I don ' t know 

why. Willi s "lelker W" S one of the chief ob,j ec tors . I was a t ~ meeting., ~ KV:i math 

Fa lls ;ind cou l d h..arJly kee o riy seP..t , but Hi 'I .Hende rson liel d "'e ~own . Fe S"irl , "Oh, 

W. C. , ju~ t l e t it ;r0 . 11 And th:it was when the nB"'e w:. s officially ed opt ed AS 

ponderosa pine instead of JondosA pine , entirely because of the Ca l iforni a g r ou p , 

"' nd the concess i on made b :r the northern group , t hat is J.1ont ane , eastern Washington 

a nd Oregon qnd centre l Oregon , concedlng the ooint . 

Well , pr i or to 1927 , I wqs nresident of the Associ~ti0n . I ha.1 b een vice

::ir esid ent for 9 little while a nd I was e l ected 'Or es i d ent a nd when we come to the 

establish~ent of the labor~t ory a n1 the marketilll:!: o~ our produ~t s , my A~tivity wqs 

l a r ge l y i n the ~romotional work ~s well as the l abor at ory work. We we r e trying to 

sell t his l umbe r ba ck ea st . I n f Rc t , I think that tnr~ugh one o: the co~nanies that 

was assoc i a ted with t he Oregon , known as t he Gra nde Round Lumb er Com •Any , we 
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established offices a t Chicago . And Dan Sherman , who recently passed a way, wa s 

the f irst one t hat was a d irect mill r es nr esenta t i ve . I t wQs sol d l a r gely t hr ough 

wholesal e r s . The lumb er moved t o t he east , but the c ompqny didn't know who got i t 

or whe r e it was sold or wh~t it was u sed for or " nyt h ing of that sor t . Once you li.a.d 

a mil l r epr esentat ive the r e then you could study all the uses of i t . Then others 

began to establish offices there . 

Thi s pine was mi s r epresented a lot by whol es:;:i.l ers . One of the outstanding 

mis r epr esentations w~s the use for it for oil t ank botto i s . They built it out of 

the pine and then they used the cypress for the st;:~ves A.nd t..,.,ey figured they coul dn ' t 

u se 3.nyt11ing but ~1•~ite pine because of the .<not defects . So whol esRlPrs +'rol'l 

Pitt sburgh went down t here 3.n:i S :)ld a lot of t'liis tank bottom stock. He had been 

get tin~ his supply from the nor th , but his suo~ly run short . So he cPme west 8nd 

told us to cut a cert ain 3mount of thA.t ?rodur. t , two ~nch stock , Pnd didn ' t etve us 

proper infor:r.·1 ti ::;n . And we manufact ured a lot of it t h t w·1s not suitable . Rut h e 

s old it "Jractically white pine pr ices . We ' d never hePr t he com9lPint; he ' d !'ll l ow 

it . AnJ we ' d neve r heor ~ n:;rthing ~bout i t until finally our co~nnny , the Or egon, 

wire~ ne Pt Kans as Ci ty when I was o~ one of my rout ine tr i ps to ur oceed to Ba rtles

ville , Oklaho~a . There w~s a co~plaint on B carload of tank bottoTi stock there . 

So I went down, s aw it . And ne s '-owed ·e - Bl3.c,c , I think his name was - showe d 

me the t :,rpe of lumber t hey couldn 1 t u se in there , because they grooved it .gnd if 

th13t knot - if it was a hor n knot a.s IA'e call i t - a nd tl">ey ' d {!T'oove d own to tHAt , 

then the.," c ould n ' t caulk it enough to stop the oil from l eaking th r ourli . But if 

the knot only we nt (t~l ~ w~y through , the they could . " t.ly f'Oodness ," I said to 

Mr . Black, "•fu.gt Pre ~rou paying fo r t h is ? 11 Anrl 'rte to l r'l 'T1e . '\'ell , I ju~t f-'Ul 1)ed . 

And so I told ~im th~ t now tha t I had seen what he want ed , we c ould nPnufac t ure i t 

the way he wa nt ed it . 

S o I cAme back to Oregon a nd started to ~anufacture it PS it should be 

manufactured . And then the Bureau of Grades , I t ol d t he As sociat i on And the Bureau 
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of Grades came to me and want ed to know what it had to contain in the way of knot s . 

t hat woul d b e accept abl e , which I told t hem. Then I w~s , at t ~~ t time , I believe 

vice- pr esident of the Association; I sU{?'gest ed thPt our chief i nspect or, 

g o down t here and study it . So he did and then they establi shed in the gra1in~ rules 

a grade fo r tank bottom stock. Peopl e of t he Associa tion were never , in mv opinion, 

selfi sh. I f a ny of us . f or instance , discover ed something in the way of manufactur

ing , kiln drying , gradin,g , we never hesitated to tell the other f ellow. bel ieving 

tha t by his pr oper ly manufActuring h is product , he would hel p the whole indust r y . 

We established better freight prices a nd t he Government got aft e r us . seid i t 

was a mono9ol y . I think this wa s i n 1 25 . The trial we s he l d At Minnea""OoU s . We 

all had a common Price book 8nd we ' d giv e discounts from th~t price book. Thro~h 

st i pulat i on with our attorneys and the Government attorney, the re we -re men select ed 

t o discuss and answer the question on t he witness sta nd on different pha~es . Mine 

part icul 'l.rly was manufacture , and all led in to the -orice list . And I 've -f'orgotten, • 

we were there for a week or ten days at th~ t trial . I t w~s held in Federa l Court. 

Wel l , the decision wa s in our favor . I was on the witness stand for two dpys under 

d irect examina tion end one day under cross examination. At th~t time prj ces did run 

away and some of the l arger mi ll s tried their utmost t o keen the prkes from {"oing 

wil~ . Tom Mccann of Shevlins wa s one of t he oth r witnesses ; Joe Lans i ne of 

Lumber Company wa s another ; a nd ~yself end ~r. Tufel , Phili p Hinze , And several 

wholesalers from the east . 

I wa s the l ast witnes s on the stand a nd the judge said to me , "Mr. Gerldes 11 , he 

says , "t his r un- away price wa s not conf j ned t o the Western pi ne ~lone , was it?" 

I says , " No , sir. It was universal , all over the United St ates. " ThAt was the 

question tha t my ~ttorney should ha ve asked me , but Youngma.n's ~tt orney obj ected 

many times because he said my answers gave our at t orney a hint a s to wh~t to ~sk me 

next, wh ich it d i d , but he di dn' t t umble . Ch~rl ie Elmquist wa s the chief examiner, 

or chief at t orney f or us . Of course . the whole nr oblem actu.c~lly hinged on whether 
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it was just in our indus try. Tha t settled i t. We were neve r bothered agai n with 

the bovernment interfering with our price list or di s count ea r ns or whPt h~ve you. 

I think the governme nt took action l a r ge l y on a ccount of the r un Pway nrices . 

They were try i ng to s ee if it wa s "\ conspiri:i c,v a m.Jng the West ern n~ne oeonle to senn 

t hese prices sky- high . But it w~ s est ~blished thPt th~t WPS not a fact . And we had 

no more inter f erence fro~ the government . 

I was able to get through college l a rgely becaus e of p r P. ilroad arcident . You 

see this scar here on my hea.d . Th"lt g"ve me enough money besides keeping my +'amily , 

my mother 9nd br others and sisters , enough money to out me thr oURh coll ege . College 

exoerience hel ps you a lot i n the lu"'ber business . I t h i nk th11t a collee,e education 

will heln you to think better and c lea rer a l ong given lines , tlt<>n an untr9ined minn . 

Of cour~ e , forest ry , when I was in school , w~s just in i ts infancy - ~ nd w0ile I w~s 

a :ne :nber of the Bo.,. rd of Regents of tlJ.e Univ e rsity of I daho for nine yei:irs , w'rt,y I 

stressed fore stry . You ' ll observe in the Pot l .<it ch t hi:it most of t"i.ei r lo.i;ein~ r~en 

and people of that sor t are gradUP..tes f r om ~orestry sclJ.ool . Idaho h~s one o~ the 

best in the United States , I think, if not t"i.e best . Cor nell r~nks h i~h . ~ornell 

I t hi nk is ~heed of Ya le , ~ nd Ida"i.o ~3nLS rir"i.t u o ~mong the top ones . 

My fat her died when I WP S 12 yenrs ol~ . We h~d nothin~ but a little 2 x il 

fa r m, nnd I had t o work . I worked in Oregon dur inf' the vaca t i on rye r iod , tlien went 

back to s chool , till I got thr ough "' igh s c'1ool. When I f"Ot t'l-ir 0~h "' i{;h schoo'.:, 

I was in this r ailroPd accident . I just set th"'t ooney azide fo r c ollefe work. I 

often say tha t wreck s ~ved my life . 


