
..+.Forest History Society, Inc . 

.. 109 Coral Street, Santa Cruz, California 95060 / Telephone (408) 426-3770 

Oral History Interview 

Keville Larson 

with 

Elwood P.. Maunder 
(3/17/76) 

This interview is the property of the 
Forest History Society and may not be 
used or quoted for publication without 
the permission of the Society. 

A nonprofit organization. All donations are tax deductible. 



I;:l.rson, Keville 1 

33Hs I am now talking to Mr. Keville r..arson now of Chapman, Alabama but for 

many years , a s I understand 1t, of 1,0ng Island, New 1ork where you were 

associated wi th t he ·,1eyerha euser company as manager of t he ir sales division. 

KL: fu l p and ?a berboard , 

Snr'i 1 One of the rea sons I want to tal k wi t h you is t hat I a.m involv-ed in/doing 

a bi ography of ?hil and I wanted to get as much as I coul d fro!D. people who 

knew hi m personally . People who could per haps illumi nate for me some facet 

of hi s personality 'cJy telling a stor y or an anecdote or two t ha t would show 

:ti :n i n hi s real light as a human be i ng , ;ie :1ad a , •• 

KL1 I n t he first pl a ce , he was compassi onate . fl ve r y coapassiona te man. :-:e 

didn't show it, .3Ut he was that t ype of person , 

3R~ t iow di ~ you see t hat revealed? 

KL, In hi s conversation ¼~th ~e a bout pro blems , people . 

SRM 1 Can you t hi nk of any particula r rnx exampl e or i nstance of it? 

KL , No, I ousine ss, you ~ .• -~?til run a cross all 

types ' J SOC ii 0- -• 

to kl'lo•,-1 t hem, ! ou lmow what t heir phi losophy i s , you mo-..i- what their ethics 

are, and what t heir ideals are. ~e had a great strengt h in nany ways . He 

was intelli gent, a hard worker, not a flashy worker, but a hard worker. A 

wonderful sense of humour which was a great asset to anyone. 
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ERM : He has quite a reputation for having been quite a joker as a matter of fact. 

KL, That was one of t he first t hings that happened between us. I met him first 

in my office i n r;ew ~ork . I had just opened an office which was the first 

office of ~eyerhaeuser of any sort that Weyerhaeuser had in New York City. 

At t hat time t hey had the l uober operation and t he stea~shi p operation over 

in Newark, New J ers ey . That had oeen the headquarters of vi eyerhaeuser in the 

East . 

ERM , That was even befor e t hey had one up i n Ma ssachusetts . Didn 't t hey have one 

up t her e l a ter on or was it Rhode Island? 

now 
KLt Rhode I sland , t hat ' s right • .31t I ' o t a lki ng/ mo re or l ess of t he metropol1ta1 

a r ea of ::--i e·.., ·(ork. 'i'he reason I established myself t here , .cou see I started 

with t he weyerhaeusers in 1935, t he early spring of 1935, whi ch by t he way 

was t he spring after George had been kid.napped . I had a very i nter esting 

experience going out o!'l. the train. we used to travel by trai n in t hose 

days . A l ittle l ater on , we used to f l y :i. e. J ' s and whatnot across t he 

continent stoppi ng a t every small towci . .:..-ut i !'l. t ho se days , t he tra i n wa s 

common mode of travel and t hey were wonderful trains , The Gr eat xort:1ern 

and t he Northern Pacifi c . 

Ea~ , The Empire bui l der. 

KL, The Empire builder, tha t wa s a Northern Pacific tra i n, 

I 
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ERM1 The Hiawatha. 

7 L No, t hat was a Milwaukee.... The three trains kind of fell on each other ~\. I 

up there. At any rate, ••• and, of course, there was a Weyerhaeuser 

director on each of them. Pb~ l was a director late r on. Di rector of the 

~orthern pacific . I suppose F. ~ . or some body el se was dire ctor ahead 

of hi m. ~ut I ran i nto a y oung man on t he tra i n . We had t hree days to 

get acquai nted and I rea lized a ft er t he firs t coupl e of day s I ha d t old 

mim a l ot more a bout myself t han he told me about hi m. rt wasn ' t until 

t he l ast day t hat t hrough questi oning , I found out who he was or wha t he 

was •••• because somet hi ng h e sa i d gave me a c l ue t o the f a ct t hat he was 

?. ~. r . So I had a gr eat friend , an ol d oxford c l a sEmate , >mmEex~~mi:x 

by the name of Dwaine Lester who wa s one o f t he early students u.nder 

:100-re r . I knew that Jwai ne was i n h1 ashi ng t on at t he headquarters of the 

F • .a. I. and so I sai d , "Do J ou by any chance happen to know of a ne.n in 

~lashi ngton ••• he tol d me had wor ked t here ••• by the name of Les t e r" and he 

sai d , "Oh , yes " • .,e knew hi m well. of course , t hen I m ew wha t it was. 

:-re was on his way out to i mrest i 5a te , i1e was one of t he investiga tors 

who start ed t o t r ack down t he peopl e who ~i dnapped :;eor ge . -:='h i s xas 

after he t1ad been released. They caught them, of course, 0ut that was 

when I started with them in 1935. Weyerhaeuser built the first pulp 

mill that Weyerhaeuser ever had entering into the '"'a'"'e b 
1 l-' l-' r us ness 



I.arson, xeville 4 

in 19JJ, They decided to build a bleach sulphite mill at LOngview, washing-

ton, It was a new venture for Weyerhaeuser, They had never been in any-

t h i ng but l umber , ~hey were very skeptical about i t , •• the ol de r ones , F.~. 

and Rudolph • ~est of t hem were very skeptica l and most of t he directors. 

~heJ Kent ahead and committed t he~sel ve s to spend the ~oney and hired a 

woul d 
man by t he name o f R, p , 'dolf who ml: / build nills .,. to see that they were 

j uilt , t hat the mi l l was '::lu i lt and to operate it and build an organization. 

I , at that time , was with Geor ge :(ead in Chicago and had been id t h him 

fo r four or f i ve years i n the wood pul p end of i t , r t happened that I 

!'lad come do.-m :1er e ,, , :ny f irst trip i1ere wa s in 1930 ,, , and when they decided 

to build t he mill in earl y ' J3 , they came to ne ,,. no , I was down here 

v isiting ~stelle or ~arl, I used to come down here to vi sit ~arl, That 's 

how I net ~stel le , 

E3? 1 You had got to !mow .=::a rl as a :ihod.es Scholar? 

KL1 That • s ri ght , ...' e were classmates , 

cla ss 
KL1 I~ the sa~e/of ?.hades scholars . In 1922 , 

cRM 1 In t he same colle ge ? Different college , 

KL1 
at 

Yes, I was at Trinity and ke was n~k Pembrooke , The thing that happened 

was that R. E. Wolf from some friend of mine got this word about my 

interest in wood pulp and asked me if I would be interested in changing 

jobs and going to New York, 
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ERM, They were already thinking in terms of setting up an office then? 

KL, Yes, wolf wanted representation in the Middle west, They had a man in t he 

Middle West, :i_e wanted me to take the ~ast, Actually, I had been in London 

for two years fo r a freighter company of :Jews .=.runswick. ~stelle a nd I were 

marri ed t he 29t h of August in ' 31 and we spent t h e next year and a half 

in -London. ihen r ca me ::iack we brought a lot of t his furniture t hat you 

see a r ound he re . ·,:e spent ever y cent we had on furni ture in 1931 and 1932 

a nd I fe lt an o bliga ti on to •• , •• wa s in difficulties then, I'om 

z:enreid who was vice presi den t of sa l es begged me to come cack to 1~ew [ork, 

So I hired an ~nglish man and put hi m in cha r ge of t he office I s t a rted, I 

started an office in London for them. I put t his ~ngli sh:nan in char ge and 

then I came bac k and worked for Tom i n ~ew f ork . ~e Kas •••• t he y we r e so good 

to me and had t r eated ~e so well t hat I told =ob nolf I coul dn ' t l eave , This 

was i n ' JJ . ~hen about ••• after we got t he mill built , t he year after that , 

t hey came t o ne a ga i n and Kan ting :ne t o go to wo r k, I sai d , "I can 't do it 

because I still don ' t f ee l t hat I have di scha r ged my obl i gati on to t hese 

people t ha t I ' ve been working for ." so I passed it up again . f i nall y , in 

spring of ' 35, t:1.ey ' d had a hell of a time ~ i ' · t h • hi ill .... * - O ! 1::; ,·n v. S !.!l , • • ..s.l.!re::,CX Ell--'< 

you know the; s hut it down before it ever started. The mar ke t was so 

awfully bad in the ea rly 'Jos. A very, ver y bad market. They said let's n~ 
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put anymore money in this thing. This thing is bad. That's why they shut 

it down. rt was the decision of the directors. They ultimately changed it 

and di d sta rt u p and t hat ' s when they ca1i'.le to me again and I wa s down here 

with ~stelle. :-: e we r e marri ed and ..:e had come bac k f r om :-ngl and went down 

her e t o vi s it. I got a wire from t he~ say i ng could you stop in Chicago on 

you r way bac k. so I stopped , 3Y t hat time I f e l t I dischar ged my obligation 

to t he ot her people s o I sai d , "Yes , I wi l l'' . :-:e want ed me to take charge of 

t he sales . we had an office i n Shi cago and an offi ce in ~ew ~ngl a nd then. 

oi gelo r.ad a n offi ce up t here , s o I sai d here I am going into an organizati01 

It was s~al l . ?here were onl y four men I gue s s i n t hese t wo offices and r . 

to 
said here I am g oi ng wi th a small organi zat ion and I sai d I ' ve got/go in 

as another membe r of t he sal es force and eventually a s t hey fee l t he need 

or want me to do direct t he sal e s t hen I 'll be on sound ground . s o t hat's was 

t he agreement I oade . About a year l a ter, I d i d take char ~e o f t he sales 

and t hat' s when I me t Phil for t he f i rst ti ce , :e came into t h e office ••• 

t hat day•.• I r emember i t so well t wo 11 ttle a necdotes a bout it . I ha d at 

time a service that you had in many l a r g e o ffices i n '.'i'ew f or k, about once a 

week a girl in uniform would come in spray your telephone to keep germs fr<Jl 

spreading •• she'd spray it and polish it and so forth. This trip or visit 

from Phil and Charlie Ingraham. The two of t hem were great buddi es . Charl1e 

was manager then and Phi l remained president. 
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:::aM s Do you mind if I smoke? 

.:,.;_L: :-Io, I should sa.y not. They came into the office and Charlie sai d , "Keve , 

do you rai nd if I use the tel ephone?" s o he used my telephone and no sooner 

had he hunk t he rece i ver up when t his little 3irl in a nice spick and span 

uni form came i n and bega n polishing and sprayi ng t he telephone and ?hil 

l oo ked at Charli e and sai d , 11·...i ell , I see they knew you we r e coming ". I had 

on t he twlepho!1e wi re one of these things t o keep it from t wisting . ':'he th11'8 

wrapped around, rt was fairly new in t hose days . ?hil di dn ' t have one and 

expressed an i nterest i n it so I sai d , "I'll send you one" . r don 't know 

whethe r I sai d I ' d send hi m one but I di d send hi !!l one bu t I couldn't bear 

to send hi m t hi s coiled thing so r got a box and I had some cotton in it a.nd 

so on and so fo rth and t hen I found my self a toy snake ' s head and wound it up 

so when he opened t he ~ox , he ' d see the snake . I t hink t ha t was one of the 

thir•gs t hat made :ny a cquai ntanc e with Phil so !1appy because we both, •• 

:RM s You had a good natur ed r e l a ti onshi p . 

:Ls That ' s right . Oh , :,es . I ' ve always sai d to any young !:!.en . ..; e used to have 

them come do~-n fron t he ~arvard ~usiness s chool t o be i ntervi ewed and so for1h 

I a l ...,ays sai d , "You know when y ou are looking for a joc . T!1ere are t hree ways 

to go about it. First three things to think a bout . 7he first thing is 

never consider a company tha t is not sound financiall y . ~1ake darn sure that 

they are sound financially. And the next thing is make sure that t he man 
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with whom you a r e going t o work a.re human bei ngs so you can be happy wi!.th 

them and then thi r d , thi nk a.bout sala r y . 

ERM , I t hink you ' Ye got the right order. 

KL1 I think so too. ~ecause if J ou ' ve got the f i rst t wo ri ght , t he third h~ll 

come . 

ERM 1 What were your other a ssoci a tions wi th Phil? 

KL, The t h i ng s that had developed • • •• you see my d i rect associa tion h~th Phil 

because we a l ~ays had a manager out ther e . ~he manager of the pu l p d1v 1 s 1 on. 

In f a ct t hey tri ed to bet me to go out t he r e severa l ti~e s . =ut Phil never 

wanted to go a!'ld I di dn ' t want to go . As a matter of fact , I really felt 

t hat I coul d do a better job where I Kas fo r t he company t han to go t o 

the mill . And r •~ sure I di d . ~ecause ~ew ! ork was the headquarters of 

t he world ' s wood pulp ~usi ness . I was r i ght there with my finge r on t he 

pulse all the ti ~e . 

Eim1 I. P., 3t . 3egi s , ,ies t i irginia . 

i(Ls oxford ?aper Cor:ipany , Chi nook in pennsy l vani a . ·,\·e stayed i n . ew York and 

Phi l, instead of r:iaking ~,ewar k !'li s sort of s toppi ng poi nt on his trips to 

t he !!:ast would a l Kays come to my off ice . s o I ::;ot to know hi m quite well , 

through hi s trips . ne never ••• he used to question ne sometimes about 

t h i ngs t hat we d i d . I 'll never forget on one occasion, r wanted to make 
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quite a departure from anything t hat they had ever known in the lumber 

business. I wanted to make a long-term contract with Scott paper Company. 

We had never been able to get into that because t h ey claimed t hat the 

· .. 1est ooast pulp would no t oake good tissue. rt was too course a. fiber. 

So it was ver y di f ficult to get i nto that. ':'his i s in one of the very, 

very bad markets i n 1938 or 19J8 , and t hey off e red to buy ••• we had built 

a new mill t here i n ~verett, Nashi ng t on , a n unbl ea ched sul phite oill and 

you di dn 't have it sol d out by any stre tch of t he i magi nation so they 

offe r ed ~e a contract f or a bou t s i x t y t hou sand t ons over a t hr ee yea r 

peri od . That wa s quite a E~r prts depa r tur e . ! Ou neve r sold lumber t hat 

way . So they :1ad a □eeti ng abou t it and a t t he mee t i ng we re old F. ~. 

;,,J eyerhaeuser, 3udol ph ·.~eye r haeuse r , Cha rli e I ngr ahan and ?hil. The four 

of t hem came i n t o my offi ce and xxx 

ERJ\11 F . ::: . wa s t he fi nancia l wi za r d o f the fal?lily 

KL1 Yes and he was pr esi dent ••• I mean he was t he pa t r i a rch r eally . I ou see when 

he died ?hi l s t epped i n , 

ERM1 Phil a t t ha t poi n t was genera l mana ger. 

KL1 That' s right . 

ERM I He had succe e ded Rod Ti teem b, 

KL1 Rod Titcomb was general manager when I came in, That's right, :dhen I joined 

the company , ~od Titcomb was general manager, Ther e a re a couple of 
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stories I could tell you off the record. I wouldn't want them on the record. 

Phil and Charlie came in first. I don't think either one of them said a 

word. MY whole conversation was with ?.E. s e was the one that was brought 

in I'm sure so that we weren't maki ng a mistake and we weren't getting off 

t he track and so f orth . That took a couple of hours of discussing the 

situa tion and some suggesti ons , I was pushi ng it very har d . I knew we 

weren't going to :nake anJ money on it ":Jut we were goi ng to operate the mill 

a nd cover our out of pocke t costs, Fi nally ?hil a s ked t he others what 

they t hought a nd fina llJ they sai d " r;o a head " , { OU can see what a f a r cry 

that was from t he s ituati on t oday , Xow t he company ha s di vers i f i ed and 

expanded so t remendousl y , _u t i n t ho s e daJ s t ne pr esi dent ca me out t o 

discuss a tra contract , Of course , it was a new i ndust r y to t hem , They 

were just f eeling t he i r way whi ch was right , 

~RM, And t hey were conservat i ve , 

KL1 very conser vati ve , Oh , boy , I shou l d say so , And as t hey l eft I took them 

to t he e l eva t or , I s :-iook riand s ,.r1 t ·_,., t· h .. e"" a ll P.nd ~-~, ., sa i d 11· ·e17 -rood i..ye " " = - - ' ,. - - , t:, . J . • 

I hope it wor ks out a llright but young :nan don ' t put wo r ds i n my rrcouth", 

in t :1e conve!'sation sor:ie wa1 
I am sure i ~xl~Sh:tIJ:e;.c&?JNot li::f:t?§fiX4~P'--B~~€X:Waf or another I had said you 

know you must know , you agree, I'm sure you know, I was putting words i n 

his mouth. 5e didn't like t hat. 

~:1.M 1 rte hadn 't had too much experience with t hat. 
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.,. L l'hat's ri ght. I don 't know if anybody ha s ever told you the story and I .:'I. I 

don ' t know too muc h about t he details of it. I think it inv olved Fred and 

Phil about a bison . 

KL, ~ou ' ve read t he storJ .,, out i n t he front l awn . 

ERM 1 ·,lhJ don ' t you tell it t hough , I ' ve heard i t f ro.:n ? eg6y Jri scoll but I ' d 

li ~e to get i t i n as ~ny ver s i ons as I can s o I can chec k it ou t. 

~La Al l I ~now a bout it is t hat t hey ~er e pr one to pla/ pr a ctica l jokes on one 

ano t her and on this occasion ?hi l really conceived t he coup de gras and 

oought a cuffalo and s"1i pped i t to '.::i!1neapolis ... 3t , ?au l. ,. and t ied it up 

one Saturday ni ght in t :1e front yard on t he l awn, I don ' t m ow whateYer 

flappened to t he :::urralo . 

:aJ'l 1 I t hink I can tell y o·.1 a litt l e bit abou t it , ~c w di d you hear a bout Fred's 

r eacti on? 

La I do!1 ' t r e:nera oer r eally . 

R~11 Peggy Dri s coll sai d t ha t :1e and · i vi a n got up t he nex t s unda.1 morning to 

get the~se l ves r eady t o go up to t he s t . ?aul ? res ~yteri an Church, went to 

t heir front door and here was t his beast paw~ng t he eart h , snorting and 

behaving most unseemly in t heir front yard , Fred had to ca ll t he police 

and f inally t he St, Paul zoo keeper and t he zoo out at Como Park sent a 

van or some vehicle and mov ed t he critter. 
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KLi I di dn't lmow whether it went to the zoo or to the butcher. 

E3M 1 I'm surprised t hat Fred didn't haul off with his shotgun. They were all 

li ke 
great hunters . They l oved to hunt. 3U this was/shooting a buffalo in a 

barrel. 

KL1 I'll sa; . 

SRM1 They were aver; amazi ng family . Their good natured fe llows hi p and r e l a tion-

s hi ps toge tner a r e reallf sonething quite unique and wonder fu l to behol~. 

KL1 That' s r i ght . 

ERM 1 And t hey seemed to survi ve a l ~ay s without any heavf overtones of s i bl ing 

rivalry , 

KL1 Yes . 

~nM 1 Fraternal i n- f i ghtin6 , r ' ve never :,een a bl e to de tect a ny of t hat . 

(Lr parti cula rl.r wi t h i n t he .J e f erhaeuser F'a !!!ily group , t he ,; ey er haeuser group . 

I t hi nk t here we r e pro babl ,f t i me s ;.;-here s o!!le element s of f r i cti on with t he 

satelli tes . 

R!'1 1 ·..,r ith some of t ?ie ••• a s the o t hers ca ll t hem.se l ve s t he "out laws " . 1 hey call 

theo s elves t hat , 

L, I didn ' t reali ze t aat . 

~RM1 ~ou ha d t he i n- law and the out-la ws. 

(La It wa s a lway s my re s ponsi bility to go to hi m ••• 

'. RM 1 The Chicago lawyer .-
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KE L1 Yes. 

ERM, I never talked to him. rs he still among t he.,, 

KL1 3e left t he ooard of Directors or ~~11. ~e's not up for re-eiectian. 

EiiM 1 He's one of t he l ast of t he old guard , isn't he ? 

KL, Yes. ,nen :1e joined t he d i rectors he dec i ded t hat t here ought t o be a 

director on t he board t hat woul d do somethi ng about wood pulp and paper, 

::e decided t o spend a l ot of ti:ne with me i n .~ew {ark. I we lcomed 1 t becaust 

I was happy to :1ave :1im t he re :)U t ::arr y neve r rea llJ studi ed very hard. 

~e never rea ll/ e at down to busi ness . tou mow it rea lly ~asn ' t somet hing 

t hat i nterested :1i m. :-: e ' d go off lii:e this and t hat . It wa s s hortl y 

after t hat :1e deci ded t hat :1e NO~ ld start this t o a ttempt to learn some-

t hing a bout ti..e busine ss t i1at ::;ecaoe enamored wi t h t :i i s ~olf clu b pro ject 

down i n ? lorida . : ro::i t he:i. 0:1 , :;urley nad one t houc:;ht in o i nd a nd that 

was t he : l ori d.a .:at i onal :;ol f '.;lu o. Of course , he ' s ::iui lt quite an esta blish-

ment down t here . I don ' t know i f Jou know anout it or not . 

rnM 1 I' ve never ::ieen t he r e . Is i t close Df .- est ?al m _each? 

:L, It' s De l raJ , t:1e south s i de of ;)elray . Al ot of mf fri ends have built 

houses doKn there on t he g ol f course . I saw hi m down t he re two years ago. 

our younger son narried a girl whose father has a hou se a t t he ocean Clu b 

there and we go down about every other year. 
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mM, Where 1s t hat ? Above or below !:lobe sound? 

{La I t h ink below Hobe s ound. Where does Phil's wife, t he widow, liv e now? 

rnr-1 1 She 11 ve s down i n We st Palm :aeach 

{Ls Well, thi s i sn ' t f a r from .-Jest Palm 2each . 

~ill1 1 Fred live s north of t here a t ~o be sound . Jupiter I s l and? 

{La How i s Fred? 

~RM , Fr ed ' s fine . ?hJsica llJ , I t hink he ' s •••• r s pe n t fi ve da y s with hi m and 

with Vi v i a n v i s iting down t here las t wi nter. A yea r a go t his month. 

Then I saw hi m ~r i efl / f or a dav in s t , paul l ast June , ~e had l unc h 

together a t t he :;i nne sot a t; l u b wi t h Johnni e i ol ber g a nd John Y:usser, 

(Ls I' ve never met John .iol ber g , J ohn ;russer I know well. 

rnM , I'm sorry , not John :-10 1 berg , J ohnnie Dr i sco l l. Johnni e :io l be r g i s up 

in Tacoma , 

:RM , This was Johnnie ;)ri scoll who was t hr owi ng t h i s party , 

:La Se must be t he son o f ?eggy ur i scoll who l i v e d i n 0l oquet . 

:RM 1 iii gh t , That ' s nudo l p h ' s daugh t e r , 

:L, She marr ied ~alter Dr i scoll, 

RM , I would say ? red is l ooki ng v ery well physi ca l l y- but he i s having pr o blems 

with his memo r y . That is a t erri bl e burden to me because he just cannot 

g r a pp l e with normal conversa ti on with people, 
] e j u s t can' t handle it, 
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That, I think, i s awfully hard on hi m. 

KL1 ~e knows , I suppose. 

~ill'1 1 ::Ie knows it and 'ii vian is terri bl y aware of it too. She feels badly too 

as wife , s he wou l d , I wi sh I could gi ve you a :::idtter r epor t on Fr ed . I 

hope I am not speai=1_ng out of tur n . ? l oyd ' s is s howing s i ~ns of this, 

KL1 I know what it i s , 

ERM a It's his years . 

KL1 I don ' t ~now if it s rea lly t hat pl a i n or not , t here ' s 

:::RI<'l I s clerosis or somethi ng . 

KL1 That ' s ri ght and he has t~at tendency . 

2rtM 1 ::Ie can ' t grap~l e quite a s well as he used to in details a nd recitati on of 

facts in drawing upon meraory and so on as he on ce di d . 

KL1 Of course , co~pare h i m a nd Phil i s no co~pari son . 

~RM a Oh, no , 

~ L1 Fr ed used to co□e i nto ~f office when ~e was presi dent , remember? 

XL1 A ver y short pe r i o~ of t i ne , 

'.::rtM 1 It \\"as 1956 yo 1961. 

KL1 Yes, that ' s ri ght . 

:Rl'-1 1 Well , he was primarily a sal esman a nd public relati ons man . 
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weyerhaeuser sales manager. 

ERM , I thi nk he had cert ain powers a nd t a lents i n t hose a r eas . 

KLa Ye s . 

ERM 1 In Which he outshown Phil . Phil wa s always a qui et kind of r e served fe llow 

who didn 't like t he pu blic spot light . I can onl y remenber once ever hearing 

Phil ~eyer haeuse r on t he pu olic pl at f orm making a major speech of any kind. 

I 
KL1 I lmow. I don ' t t hink I ever :1earaa½ i1i m speak, '.•:ay be/heard hi m make a 

speech at one of :,is stoc kho l ders ' meetings in Tacoma . 

ERM 1 That was a norma l rout i ne tha t he had to go t hrough . _ut I ' m thi nki ng now 

of bi g audiences . =e s:1i ed away from t hat sort of t hi ng , I ' ll never forget 

my meeting with ?hil -. eyer'laeuser wa s in his office t he first year t ha t I 

came on t h i s jo b, )r. , j oy , was I green and was I unsure of ~yse l f and you 

know kind of just fl 1ing ::>lind. -:e re ::: was TI:aki n5 l!ly first !Ji g trip to 

t he ·,1est coast to !ne et sol!le o f tnos e people because ? red -< . wa s kind of 

l!~sBii::,i pushing :ne out of t he nest and sayi ng , ":;et out t he re and meet t he s e 

f olks and tell there ~hat we a re doing a nd how we a r e goi ng to go about doi ng 

it. I want you to go see ~Y brother , Phil , when f ou get to raco~a . s o 

he r e I was , .,as .;i c :-< ::;enta hi s secreta r y? 

CL1 That ' s ri ght , 

:RM , :{e led me i nto Mr . weyer haeu ser' s o f f i ce and her e thi s :nan got up f r om his 
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desk, came over, g reeted me, shook my hand, sat me down a nd went back and 

sat down, RX and just had a nice quiet, fath erly t a l k with this y oung man 

w!'lo had. come t o s ee h i m. I ' 11 a l ways r e member h ow qui c kl y h e put me at 

ease , And t hen t he o t he r t h i ng t ha t r remem ber mo s t a bou t t h e whole event 

was t hat f o r mos t of t h e time ne sa t t here behi nd hi s desk with his hands 

li ke t his a nd some t i mes g oin~ l i ke t his . '. 0 w and then , just a sking me a 

que s tion, ~ut he was jus t ~ ilki ng ge t t i ng i t ou t o f ~e . ; e was g etting all 

t h e i nformati on he c o1.1 l d . .:e wasn ' t having r:rnch to say . ·:ie was t uning in. 

~e was l i s t eni ng all the waJ . And when I l eft , ~ thought , wow , I ' ve really 

been put t hrou0 h the deg r ee . i e found out what he ne eded to know, 

{L, You wer e i n t e r v i ewed and d i dn ' t know i t , 

:RM : I was be i ng i ntervi ewed and I wasn ' t real ly aware of it , _u t he was a lways 

most cor d i a l and Y..indl y towar d ~e and supportive of t h e wo r k t ha t I was doirg 

came i n 
a n d whenever h e /contac t wi t h i t , 

L1 A g r eat l oss . 

fil1 s ~e was a g r eat loss to t h e c ompany , to t he i ndustry , to t he c onounity , 

every t h ing . 

:,, You know I had a lot to do with Weyer haeuser in t hose days . I selected the 

ID£n who became g eneral manag er of the Ptllp Division, r picked out Stewart 

Copeland , t he president of Northwest Paper Company. I g ot three different 
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presidents for potlatch and the last one who just retired, Ben Cancell. 

~RM1 fou picked hi m off from s t. Regis. 

KL1 ne was from st . 3egis and 

ERM I Then he was bac k wi th 3t. Re gis. 

KL1 That was an interesting s tory . It ' s a l ong one ::)tit ••• 

3:RM s I ' d :ie interested in :1earing it because I mow a good deal about s t . aegis 

h i story too . 

KL1 ',,Jell, t hen let :rre tell / OU abou t t h i s . ::ow t here was a :nan too whom I loved. 

~RM 1 Ben ~ancell . 

KL1 ~o, 3oy Fe r guson. ~o f ~er~uson and ?hil ~ad a ; rea t deal in common . I t hink 

:,uke 
they met some pro ble~ . I mow ?hil ~e t ~ave J;Jo . I i n trodu ced t hem because 

... 
~RM1 Now t hey weren ' t a :it a l i ke , were they ? 

Oh, no . The; were d ifferent oen • .:Ut the reason that t hey got to know 

Phil was be cause t he / Mie w ni m was t hat I gotten Jave ] r a~am t o be financial 

Vice pr e s i dent f or i e ; erhaeuser. Phil a s ked ree i f I could find hi m a 

financia l Vice presi dent , They ' d never had a financi a l v i ce pr esi dent . 

They ne eded to fi nd a nan . I had wo r ked for t his man ~a vi d Gr aham f o r t hree 

:rears and a half i n i-iashingbn. I sat across the desk from him in t he 'l'la r 

Production aoard. :-i:e ran the pulp allocation offices for t he whole world 
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of 
from pulp allocation~~~& North American pulp, And after three years and 

a half , I g ot t o know hi m awfully well. ~e was one o f the cleverest men. 

~e beca me , •• after he l eft We y er~a euser he went as a for 

s t andard Oil ? 

~e was t hen trea surer,. when Phil came to ~e and as~ed oe if I could find 

a man t hat r coul d r e com~end as f i nanci a l vice pr esi dent , J a ve was treasurer 

o f h'est ·;1rgi nia , And ~ave Luke was a verf e;ood fri end of :ii n e . Phil said, 

" :iow are we g a!ng to do ti-iis t 11i ng-? I mow ~ave i s a friend o f ; ours .' 

I said , ... no t hen ·.,e sai d , ?hil sai d , "Don ' t rou th i n~ tne :1e s t: t hing 

f or ~e to do i s t alk t o , .• ce cause :av?. had cnme ,,, /ou see the way i t came 

wee k never went by 

but we d i dn ' t l unch to,::,et:1er in .~ew ~ori.. :·y office ·.,;as i n the same 

buildi ng wi t h hi s . ,e went out fo r l uch at l east once a ;,eek . I n ew t hat 

Dave was havi n3 some di ffi cul t y with ;:,ave Luke . :;ave ::,uke ·Ra s a di ff1 cult 

man to wo r k wi t h , ve r y , ·iery diff icu l t . I '.1av e two ·.-erf ~ood friends who 

left Dave Lu ke be cause of his temperament . ~asically , ~e cou l dn ' t control 

his erect i ons . ,-:ow ?ni l was pe r fect a t t hat . .-.::e was a task :naster. 

RM1 A diplona.nt , 

.L1 That's how I knew t hat Dave was ripe for picki ng . :fe iias when I mentioned 

it to him so that was a ll in the ba g a nd t hen Phil went to talk to Dave 

Luke 
and explained to him that Dave Graham had come to us which , 

• :1e really 
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had· done but 1 t was not an easy thing for Phil to do, but I'm sure he did 

it well. The other t h i ng we were talking a bout over t he st . 3eg i s t hing , 

bac k i n the earl y days of the Jar ?roduction .:::0ard , ;-,e were having great 

di ffi cul t y i n our pul p and paper di vi s i on of t he .iar ? roducti on 3oard. A 

grea t d ifficulty wi t:1 the Canadi a n pulpwood la bar, ":ie couldn 't ,,, t he 

Canadians were try i n£ to restrict t he ~ove~ent , The r e jad a l way s been a 

moveoent o f pulpwood l abor a c ross t he :::iai n j orde r , ~hey tried to s hut it 

of a nd it was :naki n:::, t n.i n.gs \· e r J d ifficult , :'hin!::>s weren ' t i n goo shape. We 

had to fi nd 3. ·:ian -::o ~o up t he re who R.ie~q fore strJ , en ancell had g raduatEli 

from .:1chi gan , I 11ad. ...:otten to mow 11i :::1 xnen he assi stant to t he secretary 

o f t he ,'\:nerican ?aper and .?ul p .1i ssoci at i on and - was ·rery a cti v e 

(ai rplane fly i n 5 i n ::>ac ~g r ou!'ld , cannot :,ear tape) 

so I 1-iad e,otten :1i :::1 i nto t ne Jni t ed .s.t ate s 11'ood.pu l p _;: r educe rs /1s sociati on . 

I ' d taken h i m awa·; :'ro:::i t he flrr.erica n ?a~er aY1d ?u l p .4association and I'd gotte1 

hi m i nto t l-ie .:oodpul p ? reducers associa ti on and I :{!'lew ..-~e ' d uiake a darn good 

man f o r t his job in ~anada . I tal %ed it over with Art ,iai te:na n who was t hen 

head of t h e .Pul p and Paper Dkvi sion a t fi a r ?roc.uc ti on 3 0 ard , In fact he• s 

stopping here for about two weeks coming bac k from Florida on hi s way back 

to Nena, where I was oorn--Nena, Wisconsin. 

:11 1 Oh, Yes , Kimberly - Cl ark, 

And a lot of other paper mills up there, ~Y cousin started t he 
::-Iena , 
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paper company which is anot her Ki mberly deal. Art said that was a good 

idea x~ but it'll never get through because John Lord 0 ' ;::!rien who was 

t he chief counsel for t he ,{ar Producti on _:joard had laid down t his rule t hat 

no emol oye e o f a trade assocai tion would be hired ·-:;y t he ·,ifar Production 

6oard . A c onf l ict of i n terest. I coul dn ' t find anybody e l se . I kept 

Art 
houndi ng Art . I fi~a lly sai d , ~aon i t a l l , r:eve , we ' 11 wr ite hi m a letter. 

ie ' ll gi ve i t cons i derati on . :e had been houndi ng hi~ on this . You write 

l ette r . I sai d , " :ou :;e t I will". I di dn ' t write arv letters to the war 

Pr oduction _oard,., didn ' t s i e n any l e tters until I was a consulta nt , one 

hundr ed ~ercent . I took the letter my sel f by tand over to John i,ord 

: : ~ri en ' s offi ce and l eft it . !e gave us pe r□i ssion to 1i :n , So we sent 

hi m up t o ~anada witn ~is Ki fe and t wo c hildren , rn~n we needed help in 

1/a s hi ngton . dhile he was st i ll wo r~i ngup t ~e r e but da~n it , we couldn 't 

pay hi :n enou~h to live on and we needed hi :n i !1 t :1e .. :ar ? r educt i on .3oard . 

tie ha d what we called the Al l ocati on ':omrni tt ee whic0 ·.vas a corn.m i ttee 

of men from t he industr; , top jen, presidents of t he compani es , and one 

of t he men on t :1a t Albca ti on Cor:imitt ee was :<..OY ?erguson , .-s t . :regis , who 

became a very good f ri e~d of ~ine througn our f riendship down there . 

I t old :1oy • '.: e sa id , "I' 11 hire hi m and put hi m on s t . :!.e gi s payroll " . 

~ RM : That would have bee~ aoy ?e r guson. 

KL: .::xactly. 

I 
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3HM 1 ;ie wa s a man who a l ways thought i n bi g 'erms. 

KL , cig te r ms a.nd made deci s i ons j us t li ke t hat. r sa id, " Hoy , t hat's wonde r-

ful. :~ow our worri e s are over and ever y t hing i s set ". Ol d 3en we nt to 

wor k . ~e ' d never wo r ted for t hem up unt il t ~en . After t he war , 3en , I 

t hi nk ••• no , he di::n ' t . :e never wen t to wor k for ~oy ,., neve r a ctually worke d 

i n t he office at a ll in _;ew ~o r ~. ~ecause wno came a l ong , bu t ~a ro l d 

Foley fro:n ~riti s ~ :ol~:n ci a and hired en t o ~o ou~ and j e :na.nag e r o f t he 

?owell 3.i ver .::o:npnar . I sai d to _enn , "I don ' t kn.ow w"ietl-te r t hat is quite 

kosher jecause 1ou r eal l 1 owe ~oy so~et'1ing. :e sai d. , "I talked t o ":;oy 

and "::ioy sa i d it .,,as fi '1° •,;it ·~ '1i '.::l. if tl-ta t ' s w~at - wanted to do " . rt was 

a pretty 600d jo~. ~en ~ent on ~or tw~ or ~h r ee /ears . ~o le y ca:ne from 

t h i s a r ea . 
:e 
I:t ,,·a.s a c l assnate of a.rl ~!'ld ::-10 ,d at t'1e Jn i ve r s itf of .4 laba.ma 

.4nd hi s wi fe , .:i:; ten , and. ~er s i s -c er were ~r eat f riends of ':laudia , ::a rl' s 

wi fe . They were ~reat fri ends , 

:':rtM : Tha t was when :la ud i a wa s n:arri ed to ·: illi ng in t ~e !'1ort ·., , 

L: That ' s r i 5i) t , :l:e t :'1 i ne.. t11at 1,a:)pene d t nen ·,ms t:1at ti)e nex t t hing I knew 

was t hat ~ooke r j e c ke r , presi dent of ~hi nelander, came to me and said , 

" :<eve , I ' ve ~o t to '1av e a :nan , I ' m g etti!'lg on . I ' ve g ot t o get so:neone 

g r oomed to t ake over, I ' ve been t hi nki ng of .::en : a n c ell." 

tr--: : '.:!e was i n bi g demand, wa sn ' t he? 
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KL: Yes . I said, "I '11 tal k t o Ben beca u s e I t hink he mi ght be int erested. 

I think he would be a good man fo r you". r t ended up with .:::ien going with 

Rhinelander, 

SRM : And then s t. 3egis bought 3h i ne l ander. 

KL 1 So Roy got hi m bac k. (ou mow t hat ' s what happens to men like ~oy ~er guson. 

I can r e !!!e rn t e r duri ng t he wa r a t one point we I-tad to t alre l og s away from 

some of t ~e companies and gi v e t he~ t o o t her s Jeca use certa in compani es 

made c e rta in t rpe s o f pu l n t ha t we re ~ore e ssentia l t ~an others and t he re 

was a l og s ~orta~e . I re~e~be r we t ook l o ~s a wa f f ro~ n.e r e and from others 

and t here ~as a l ot o f s '1cr t a~e . 

~RM : It closed ~n ~ ~e ~i ll a t :ac o□a fo r aw~ile , 

KL: Yes , I t hi nk it d i d •• e a llocated t ~ose l 06S to t ~e ~il l s ma~i ns 2uniti ons . 

You ' d be su r pri sed t ~e amou~ t of ~oodpul p t h~ ~uni t i ons ~se , ~ne or dinance 

p l ant ha d s i x or s ev e n oi ~ one s . s o t ha t ' s ~ow ~en ~o t ba ck t o s t , ~egi s . 

He ·Ila s ki lli n~ '1i rn sel f. 

EaM 1 ~e had a who le host o f r esponsi j i l i t i es . 

KL 1 Tremendous n~□ ~e r , 

'::: R.""l 1 3'e was Vice- pre s i den t i n cn.ar~e o f three or f our di ffe rent t !ii ng s . 

KL : That' s ri ght and he used to come t o me , ••• r was hi s f a t her confe ssor a ll 

thr oug h the yea r s , ~d savi s had come t o me . s ver ytime Ed Da vi s ran ou t 

of a presi dent, and they a ll di ed of hear t a t tacks , you know, 
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ERM , Potlatch. 

:<:.L : 1 Pot l atc h . :{e ' d come to New York and s i t down with me and say , " Keve , I ' ve 

got to f i nd a new pre s i dent" . I ' d :ieen s u ccessful. I ' d gotten h i m a coupl e 

of g ood men but t hey d i ed of heart attac ks , 

~ i'!J•l I I':-ie y ' v e 6ot a g ood one now . 

KL, { es , I i:;Ot :1i m too , : en was ,,, I-tad t o :ne and I kne w he was 9.Vailable , 

For ::e n ' s own 6 ood , I f e l t he s hou l d ~et ou t of 3 t , .'.!e !!: is , :::e really was 

~etting i n t oo daCTned ~eep , r was worr i ed a oout ~i ~ . 

ERM , W11Y wa s tha t ? ,.;a s t he re a r e l uc t anc e on the oart o f t op :nar..age me nt at that 

ti □e i n 3 t , ~eg i s? 

KL1 I d on ' t t h i nk t her k~ 1ad t he :nateri a l , 

ERH 1The y we re s hort of r eal 2;ood ma!'lagemen t , , nanpowe r , 

KL : sure . 

EnM 1S0 the y we r e ~eani n3 it on to some of t he • . 

l{L: That ' s exactly wha t it \\as , 

ERM: That would have been righ t af t e r, ,, wa s t ha t duri n g o r a fter t he war? 

KL, i i g ht a fter the war , 

EnM 1 Of course , it was right after the war t hat st . 3e g1 s began to make its bi g 

move into t h e 3 outh, 

XL1 That ' s r i ght . 
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SRM i They were Johnny come l ately to t:1e move, weren't they? s ome of the others 

at least had preceded t hem , 

KL,~~ Oh, y es , They di d qui te a job down here, 

ERM 1 When t hey di d move , t hey moved in a bi g way . 

KL1 That ' s ri ght , ~~e t h i ne t :1at happened wa s t :1a t I reco!Il.!llended -~n to Ed . 

~d took a Jear , e ~as t ~at t Jpe of per son . ~e di dn ' t ~a~e quick decisions . 

=ie telephoned ::ie f r o::::J .: i nneaspoli s a t 3 t . Faul and said , "I ' m comi ng to .~ew 

~ork, ~hat time can ~e 1ave? 

~RM 1 ~d [avi s wa s on t ~e ~oa rd o f t h i s t ~i n~ I 1ad ., . 

<Li Then you know '11 !!! :\'.'~ l l. :: s t i ll -,ave ti,e l ast letter fro:n ':i m t i1a n ki ng me 

' e ' d co::::Je out and sta, at the Sarlto~ . I ' d g o 

over a nd spend t :1e -... ~o l e af ternoon ;.;i t :1 ;,1 :c1 . • i!1a ll t , 1e sa i d , " "'.eve , I ' v e 

got to leave t hi s s it~ati0n . I ' ?e ~ot six t 1 na~e s of ~en ~ere whom I ' v e been 

investigatin~. ~or:e over a nd t a l ~ to !:le but ion ' t ::ienti o!1 Can ce 11." I was 

sti ll pushi ng f o r _en . I to l d :1 i m :1e ·,1as t :1e one -:ian -:e cou l d ~et and would 

do a good job. .e fir.all/ ca~e over and I ~ent thr ou~n t he w:1ol e damned list 

with :1i m. 3o□e I mew •,.;e re i npo ssi ol e to get and so fortn . : e said he wanted 

a top man . At t h. e close of t hat meeti ng , :1e ha d Joung Fri tz J e we tt with hi m 

that day , I remem be r , a t tne Carlton meeting in t he roan , At the end o f t:1at 

day , !'le said , "".-i e ll, allri ght , it ' s cancell. All I have to do is sell hi m 

to the board of directors , " They had a directors ' meeting in : ew cork and 
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cen appeared before them and he was hired. The week before he took office 

~d Davis di ed at his desk. I was there . That was cutting it pretty fine 

wasn' t it ? 

3: ?!M : It certai n l y was . --ery f i ne . .:3en ki nd o f go t t he sac k on t his jo b, 

didn ' t ~ea fea r o r so a60? 

KL1 I ' m not sur e wv:e t 1'\e r it was a sack or •• , I ' ll t-911 you what i t was , :ie 

wi tii 
go t a~fully ir~ita ted/ so:ne of t 11 e J oung crowd . 

3:RM : some of t he puolic relati ona efforts .•• 

KL: Yes , and some of t~e ~a~il/ , ~he /cung i n- l aws . ~11ere we r e a couple of 

t hem t ha t bo t he r ed _en . And , of cour se , he 11ad to a l waJ s put up with ?ritz 

Jewett who W':¼S no 1:eav·1, ·•pi "' t 
"- !:; ' l ' as /OU Al'l.O W, ::io ;ou ,mow ni :n? 

3::iM: :{e s , I know ?ritz . 

KL1 God , I '..lsed to suffer t·-:rou~ri a ll so r ts of trouol es ,,ri t h :1i T. ·,;1-Jen he ,;a s 

up a t :,:arvard . 

ciiM : I just had a note fro:n ;ou:'lg :rri t z t he ot1:er day . e and .3 ta~ey are off to 

Chi na . =hey sure do a cit of traveli ng , don ' t 1:e_1? 

KL1 They sure do . ~is ~ot-.,er i s a very nice person . 

~irs . J ewett , 
2:.nM: I don ' t know he re I don ' t t11ini I ' ve eve r :net ::ar f . ,\here doe s s!'le live? 

~L: I t hi nk i t ' s Spokane still. qer fa t he r was a native . ::{e was a doctor. 

You know I had these t hi ngs tha t I ' ve been te lling about ••• my a ctivities 
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with t he company wer e a ll becaus e of Phil . ne trusted me and he had fa i t h 

i n me and my Judgment and so fo rth . MY judgment wa s good in most instances 

but nobody i s infall i ble . I pi c ~ed the wr on6 man i n t he las t one I picked . 

~RM 1 ,.Jho wa s t hat? 

KL 1 I'hat ' s ·,•rhy I left t he co:ipanJ . 1\nd t hat ' s wh/ lie was fired . :'hat was a 

fel l ow by t he name of :urrJ , ~erric~ :urry , f o~ T.B.f never ev en have hear d 

o f hi m, ~e was t here for s~ci, a s~ort t i me , :ou see I :!;O "t .1owa r d !~organ •• 

you ' ve :net ,owa rd , 

E?.M1 :es , 

T'1ey wa~ted ~e to ~o ou & and t a~e t nat joo, ::1a"t was one instance when they 

wanted me to ~o out and I sai d , " ."o , = ' 11 :i nd a :!lan :~or Jou " , ::oward nad 

been vice president of a s:::ia ll pape r co::.pan/ :1p i!1 .ic -: i ca!'l , i n northern 

Vi ichi gan , I 'lac :r;et 1i ::i ::;e ca use :1e :-1e v.as on ou r task for ce during t he wa r 

f or t he vi~r~ d t t :':.~'!"-.!:..~ :=ro u c i on _oard o n6 l and t o ~~eek on t h i n~s and i n the 

conti nent , I guess , check on pu lp r equi re~ents anc xm so forth ove r t here . 

2owar d took over a fter Abby · ... ·o l f retired , who was --.J.Y first :::oss , Then I 

as ked ioward to come i n and t ake over , I had ~Y pro~lems ~ith hi m too . 

d.lt we were a l way s good f r iends , .aut t hen he wan t ed :ne to come out a nd 

you know :na.nage t he t hing from out t he r e . I sai d , ":~o , I ' l l g e t some@ocby 

fo r you " • Thi f 11 s e ow curry a r riv ed on t he scene and I chec ked Ki m. I 

t hought I chec ked hi m ca r eful l y wi th some of ny be~ f • 
Si, r l P. nrl c-
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I had neve r known t '!'le man . I t hought I had good chec ks on hi m. 

~~~ , Nhe r e was he from? 

.:< L1 c;ng l a nd . .-:e worked for ::i ggi ns over there . And we found later he 

had a bad r e cord . ~e wa s hired. ~ithin si x :nonths o r mayoe fou r months , 

fron the ti~e ~e too~ the jo G, r.e was starti ng ~o under cut me 

v:i t h :ny :nen tr J i n;:; to ,, , I r:iave a complete fs.ctua l record of every t hing t hat 

happe!1ed . -:e threatened t -1e!!l and /OU £now, ·1e was E,oin~ to ~et me . And 

here I had hi rei ~i ~ ••• r ~ean r had ~otten hi = th~ joc , 

3:3M 1 L r ea l !:18.ni pula tor, 

I think t hat - scar ed ~ne ~ell out of ;or ~an , -~cause ~e didn ' t want 

any body too c l ose a r ound of t hat type , ,, t t '.'lat t i r:::.e , :;: was l-iaving a 

l ittle worry a~ou t ~; ~e~lth and - ~ent ~o =r old doctor ~p i n ~ew ~ork 

,., t h i s was i n 19t2 and I told ni m I had some ~orri es , •. I could have hung 

out ou t he sai d , " :0•1 ' r e cam.nee. fool to do : na~. ::..e: ~e tell J ou my 

opi nion and tha t i s t hat e i ght ; percent of t ~e jeatns f rom heart a tta cks 

t~u cone from worr y ing , ~ou stay in a posi tion where JOU a re go ing to 

worry and have constant pressur e of t hat t f pe , you a r e just going to ki l l 

you rsel f." so , I said , "Allr i ght t hen I ' 11 r etire " . so I talked to 

Morgan and tol d him I wanted to take earl y retirement . ~e di dn ' t want me 

to but i t was agreed . Then I sa id , ""tlell now t hat 's happened , I can open 
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up to you now. I'll show you the whole record of what this other man has 

been doing . I took off on a ship. I had a ver y good fr i end who was i n 

t he steamshi p bu siness, ~e gave me a fre i ghter for a tri p to Europe, f or 

six weeks , I coul d i nvi te up t o t we l ve peopl e , s.nybody I wanted to for 

/ 

the trip , 

SRM1 Do you r ecommend it? 

KL, I wouldn ' t mi ss i t . .e ~ad t ~e Nhol e tri p w~th onl i twelve pe ople a long . 

SRM I Wi 11 t hey charter onl, to a group li :r..e t ha t ? 

KL1 :J o , t hi s was a S'1ip t --:a t :ias carr r i n~ s i x :;~ousand tons o f -:nf pul p t o t he 

Medi t err anean and tne c~ap t hrough W'1o-:n I di d a l l ffi/ s~ i pping arrangements 

arranged ~1th t~e s tea~s~i p co~panf to l e t ~e je 3uests on t he sh i p Ki t n 

:ny fri ends , :'"'la t ' s :1ow it '.'lappened . ,\ tan/ ra,:; e , ·.,;hile - ·.,ias gone fo r 

that six weeks , :.or gan fired t'.'lis '.) t i-Je ::- nan so I did -:.i:!l a favo r getting 

ri d o f hi n . ~he r e was a l ot of pallaver about t ~e thi n~ beca use t hree other 

men l eft when I di d . •arl ·.:alcoskey , research d i rector , .{as:1 1 w!1o wor ked 

with me i n :ew :or k and W'.10 had ::,een one of t 'l e \•ictins ••• one of those who 

ha d ke p t me abreast of what t ne hell was goi ng on , I had two men with me in 

New t ork t hen a nd bo th of t hem were treated t he same way , 

~RM 1 The i n- f i gh ting in corporat e mana gement i s pretty,,. 

KL, Oh , yes , You see we ' d never had even in the beginning an i ncri rnant or 

t as t of it in the compan.w. 
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ERM 1 No experi ence with this . 

~Li It was proba bl y the happiest g roup t ha t you have ever seen . Never ••• 

~n~ 1 It t akes only one rotten appl e to mess up the barr el. 

KL1 Exactly . 

E 3M1 I t hi nk you find t ha t in a ll a reas no t just bus i ness , but you find it in 

the academic f i e l d too . 

KL, sure you do , 

33 M1 You ' v e mentione:1 !.:no·,•11!1€; .of :er i:uson 7e r f well. - !Ell interested in heari ng 

a bou t ~ o / ?er _uson ~ecause I ' '.:! invol ved in ~ritin; the ~i s tor y o f ~t . aegis 

t oo . As a ::!!at-:er ::>f :~ac.:; , : ~~as sc heduled to do an in deoth oral h i s torr 

i nterli ew -~,i t !1 :-..Ol ::=ersuson just a t 'the ti '.:!e oe fore ni s dea t h . 

KL 1 t hat was a fear a'c;o , 

:: 2M 1 rt was a Jear aeo t:1 1s last )ece:n::-er , I ·,•1as a ll set '..lp t:, ::le done i n 

January , a nd ~l _ollJ , r.e di ed a few ~eeks :,~fore I was schedul ed to □eet 

him. 

{L: As I say , he Kasa ~an that reminds ~ea great 1eal of :hi l . ~e ·.-las quiet . 

Se was :hristian 3c1 enti s t . 

:aI11 :le was a conve r t to ::1r i s t i a n Sci ence , 

:L: Yes, that ' s r i gh t . :ou know all about his past history . There ' s no point 

in going i nto tha t . 

FU'i 1 No t all of it but I know a g ood deal of it. 
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:.La -=:-agga r t , a nd a ll t:1.at . 3e was a hotel clerk up ther e up a t Lake Pl a cid. 

SRM: 3e r a n i n t o t he power t y coon . 

KL: That ' s ri ght . 

ERM : Isn ' t that a mazi ng . I ' ve used hi s name t housands of t i n es , I ' 11 t:1i nk of 

it in a mi nute . The story T was ~oi ng -:o teil Jou a,ou t :-.of , t he other one , 

a bout hi s fi nall/ get~ing .e n jack i nto the fo l d , I t ' s ~een a roundabout 

way tha t ...)8n Cancell finall / went to wor k ~or st . ;?egi s . ,/hen we took t he 

logs away f r o~ t hese c~~pani es t here was a 3rea ~ :alla~~lloo , They came 

down to · h i t ~nd :.as. n3 on -· 

by so=e of these ?'.1: s . 

right to do it , 

:::i 1 .;Od , we were ~ut and we were c~.1ci f ied 

~o~e ~f these ~i ~ co~panies ~ellins us we had no 

wasn ' t ver y pleasan~ for the:::i , .lobodr liked to )a7e ~is property moved 

bu t ?i.oy , : reoe:n-.er sat and :1e never sai d a :\'ore . .:ever sai d a ,....-ord , Three 

years l a t e r, I used to n~ve lunch Kith ::-.~i a~out once a =o~ t ~ in ~ew !or k. 

Two .>fears l ate r ":e called TI!e up one da '{ and sai d , ".:e·.;e , can ·,;e have lunch? 

I want to ask y ou sor!le questi ons , " I sai d. , ":ou sure can" . ,'is I re call 

t he episode , t he details , as mu ch a s I ca n remember and ~het ~er I had any 

r ecord s ••• he wanted to know if I had any new records whi ch bear on the case 

because he wa s $uing the gove r nment . Two year s l ater he sued t hem and won . 

And got pai d for it . 
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ERM 1 n e was one of t he shrewdest men I think I ' ve ever encountered, He had a 

way of marking out mergers and purchases of magnum proporti ons which were 

really clas s ic in t he way h e went about i t , 

KL1 Absol ute l y . 

ERM , Getti ng it done . 

KL, That ' s ri gh t , 1,nd t he way he nandled men. :'11at ' s pro t>atl J w-hy he di dn 't 

...,en 
!'lave t he :ien , t nat ' s i:: r o':;a ~l / •.-f:1/ ~ne:r had sue·, a r;ou ~h t i r!le , :::e was over-

l oaded because t~e thin~ t'1at -01 wou ld do 1e ~ould ne~er take sides with 

any body . :e ·,1oul d'1 1 r; ~aJ~e s i des . ..~ a l wa:rs '-lsed to sa; i f you go to work 

fo r '?. o f ?er guson 
t :1 rown 

·ru/ ' 1 1 ~e t ~~rxmn int o ~~a ~ J i t , .:.,e ,:; t:'lel!l \•:a r k out thei r 

own destinJ , , ·1er 1 .::ian o·,re r t '1e r e :--iad p r e~t·· ~a::::.ried ~r ee re i n s . 

~PJt! 1 !)i d you know W'1at t l-ie / ca ll t ~eir '.Ji dd l e :iana~e:::en t ,::- roup? 

~L, I knew s o~e of ~he~ . 

ERM : :<neeland , 

:-CL1 Kneel and a nd :our tne/ , :'hat was one of t he :: i .;~ est surpri s es o f my life 

when George . .Yieel a:1~ •,.;as :::ade pr esiden-: , .:'? t that :-ie isn ' t a renarka '::,le 

and capa ole eUJ Dut he ' s so un pr e poss ess i ne , : ou ~ou l d never :'la ve ~~essed 

that Geor;se :.a.ee _and • • , :1e xa s a good fri e '."ld o f ni ne , •• I m ew Geor g e we ll. •• 

but I never t hought that eor£e ••••• r had heard stori es about hrmx his 

Phenon~nal memor y a nd hi s terrific grasp for details . I mean anything that 
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had happened in t he hi stor y o f 3t . Regi s he coul d te l l you . 

ERM , Do you know how he got t hat hi stor y? And how he got to know it? 

KL, No, how? 

:RM 1 3e sta rted wo r ki ng for t he company a s a mail boy and he opened a ll t he mai l 

and t hen ie di stri buted it a round and he read i t a ll oe fore he d i str i buted it. 

3e told me that ~i ~self , :e sai d . "I znew w!'la t was eoi r12, on in t ha t c ompany . 

~e sai d a f ter ~e ~ot fur~her up ~he li ne , I just ~ade it ~l o~si ness to 

Ke ep abreast of e 'er,thin~ ~-:at ...-as e,oi ng on. :e :.;as a , •• I suppose wha t y ou 

could pr operlJ ca ll a self- ~an ;eneralist , e ~as !'lot a ~inanc i a l expoert , 

:::e was no t a sales expert . :e was !'lot a tec:~ni cal expert . :!e was not a 

manufac turi n~ ex~ert , e just ,ad a ~oad _rasp o~ ever Jt~int tha t was 

goi ng on t:1er e , .1nd :,e pl a:e::l. , - t"ink, a ver · leadin:::: part i n o r gani zing 

and t hat ~i ddle ~qna~e~ent ~rou~ ~hi e~ ~rou~-:.t its i deas, grievance s to t he 

t op wi t r:iout ruffli n:.., too :::an/ feathers i n t:ie ? r ocess . :'he/ :1ad t he pizzaz 

of knowi ng ~o~ to Lo aoou t it Ki tnout cuttin6 thei r O\\~ throa t s a t the top . 

And Fe r guson ~ad the s!113.rts ~o reco~ni ze that r:ere is a ~ood thi ng. ~e 

encourae,ed it a nd ::e dr ew i t out . .:e gra s ped t li.eir i c.~as and he r an with 

t hem. ""1.hr ew t hen awaJ, w.h.en 1.~.e Q'1 "'n ' t .... h i nr .... "' - -= v . • .,,_ l,:1e.f were worth a nything . .::>Ut 

t he se peopl e began to rea lize t hat t hey had some new potenti a l for leader-

shi p t hemsel ves i n t he company and they i ndeed ~oved on up t he line a l ot 

o f t hem i nto top manageri a l .Dos i tions . I t ' ' S Oeen a r eA. l ,...,,r-, , ..... , 
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i n t he management of t ha t company i n fifteen years . 

KL: oh , yes, c omplete l y . It 's completely different than noy Fer guson' s ••• 

of course , :1oy was a man fo r t he t i me , I ' 11 tell Jou . ·:e was t he right 

man in t he right place when t he company was expandi n~ , developi ng t he way 

they d i d . 

"::HM : :!e l ear ned a l ot as the .i i s ci ple of ? l o;d '.;arlisle and :arlisle taught h~m 
.:. 

a l ot . ~u t ';~en :arlisle ~ave ~i ~ a l ot o f responsi :ilitJ early on in 

his life . 

: 1t y to set up ;arlisle ani :o::ipan1 , :arlisle diin ' t do it . ~e sent 

Ferguson doKn ~~ere ~n~ :er ~uson set it up , 

t hat great experience '.)f reall y mowine ~:, e financial co-:imuni t y of 

knowi ng t he fi!'!anc i al 3."i.alrsts and a ll t l-Je rest o:~ <;:'le.1 i n a way that I 

t hi nk damned fe,~ ~op ; i du t re 11 " - =en _n n s r ; _ a ; ·,ave , ~her depend on other 

peopl e pre t';r ..::uc'l to pro•r i d.e t he:i wi t :1 ~:1s t insi 0 r:t . _ut ?e r guson had 

it first ~and . :r.en , I t~ i nk, ?er iuson a l so ~ad a prettJ good pi peline 

t hr ough 3am 3hane. 3a::i wa s a pr ett 1 knmo:led£,ea::ile fellow fro!:l ri ght o f 

t he r anks of the fourth estat e . :t touched down ~it~ a lot o f people 

bot h in Canada and i n t he United 3 tates . Sam, I ' m t ol d , Kasa gr eat hel p 

Al bert 
to Ferguson too i n dea ling with Al fred ~r nest who was a pretty strong 

minded character in his own ri gh t a nd when s t . Reg is made that a cqu1s1tio 

they had a t i g e r by t he tai l. 



I.arson, Keville 35 

~ L1 They sure did, 

3:3.M i 3u.t Sam had a way of pouring ~:t oil on the :t:r~1' trou bl ed water to ki nd of 

sooot h t hese t hing s over, 

KL, They were t he f irs t one s t ~at came in out of t hat sixty year contract 

with wood conne ction ·,;i t h some of t lie timberl anc.s do,m :1ere , -:aving a 11 ttle 

trou bl e Ki t h t he-:i !'low , I ~uess . ::v son, t:eville , sai d '-l e Kas ca lled in t he 

other da; on a case as an expert ~i tness o r socet~i n: ?f t ~at sort , 

;{ L1 : es , c l a i :1i n t:. t::at t -:e: i i c. ndJt foll0w t:1.e ~·1.-cti n_:- rules , established rules, 

to t he l e t ter of t 1e la~ . 

ER¥. 1 They were eithe r c~ttin~ :aster or soie t ~in~. 

r.Lr r so~eth i n~ , I reall· don ' t Know , 

:EtM 1 ·.:ou rea llJ were in 't ~"' "Jusiness ,,. 

( L 1 rt wa s ~J whole l i fe and s ince 1926 when I cace a c t f ro~ Jx ford and s tarted, , 

3:rns t .(all er of . i -::; ~erl J - :::lari<: offe red r:ie t 11e :'irst j O-: wh i c l-i r turned down 

because :ny ~other :vas ill, -;e wanted :::ie t o go to n;: l and and s t a rt a 

3riti sh kl eenex and kotex outfit because t nere were none ove r there . I had 

to turn it doi-m , 1'hat ' s when George Mead,,, s ince 1926 I wa s in the bus i ness 

and its been such a volttile business , rt wasn ' t very volai.t l e in the sense 

of movement, market movement , but God, I was in from ' 26 until,,,I didn ' t 

see, an increas e in price of wood pul p until I t hi nk it was 1939 , 
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Those were the firs t impacts of the fxrs%xw:n>rt:cix~ax ~uropean 

war began to develop . 

Ls Exactly . 

RM, It ' s been up hill a ll t he way s i nce t hen . 

Ls I was ca lled dov.n to ,,as'l i ngton ":)y t !1e J?/1 and :;: ;-;r ote the fi rst price 

f ix schedule for wood pu l p on t he t op of a ::>a.rrel . ie ·.vere in a room where 

t he boys were just tr~in~ to set up an office , 

:.ct-I, ,vho "·ere t he :::ien ;ou ·, ere :::ios t cbsel.r associ ated. ;,•i ';; .'1 i n -:hat wor k? 

In t he ~ia r ? rodu ctio:i _oa r d? .:e "lad an awful lot of peole <ltown there . 

~?.M 1 :::o J ou };now a :e.'lr, :leppe:-? as ~e i nvolved i n tnat? 

~aM, ~e was a pu olici st and a xriter and ~e ~ad .ee:1 1 I t:i nk, executi v e secreta~ 

••• he was executi ··e secretary 0 f the 3oci etr of ;i:::ieri can ?or esters . !'{e took 

t hi s ~ar ? reduction job. 

KLs We had t wo ••• t he r e was a pul p a nd pape r di visi on wi t~ t~e ;ar Producti on 

~ard whi ch I Kas i!"l and then there wa s the lur:ber d i v i s i on , 8f course, we 

ha d• •••••(: Oi ses and Voices in background cannot hear r espondent ) 

to ge t 
I r emember the!ll ca lling me up and trying p:1e to cone down fro:n New York. 

Phil fina lly said, "Go ahead" . 

EnM a ·dhat was t h i s? A kind of dollar a year thing? 
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KL, I was on t he dolla r a y ear •••• 

ERM 1 3Ut still on the i ey e r haeuser payr oll. 

KL, Ye s, and I had my office in New Yor k t oo. I used t o ••• 

ERM , Fl y ooc k and f orth? 

KL, 3:very weekend . I ' d. :'l J ,.,. , no , I ' d t ake the train on Frici.ay n i ghts , 

mi dnight , I ' i taLe a ~rai n t o .~ew :ork and I ' d ::ie in '!.lf office at seven 

o ' clock Jaturtaj ~ornin~ and = ' d work a ll aa / ~aturia ' and kept a girl 

t here , 3he ~,-r':ei -:i.l_ :la, ~aturdar and ·,;e ' d ~et t ~11n~s cleaned up . 

Then I ' d lO ~o~e and sleep until =i dni c~t ~n 5~~da; ~nd then I ' d g o 

and ge t anot1er tr~in .ac~ on sunday ni6 ~t a nd oe in iashington a ll we ek. 

Three ;ears ants 1al~ - i i i that . 

ErtM : That ' s kind ~f ur __ ed , 

·- r rt · s As .t- _, O"':. _.,;.c~ ')!"l it it xas sort :)f a nL~:·. t:]are , ••• oecause we wor ke d c,..., 1 . 1 • .. _ . _ 

har d , soneti!:'..e s :er. , :wel·:e :)r four-:een ~ours a da/ , ·•:e ~ad to get i txa W!! 

done . 

~RM 1 Is t here a n ;t~in: ~ore in t~e ~aJ of r ecollecti ons of ini l ~ey erhaeuse r . 

~e •ve got another s ide , 

( L : A coup l e passed t :1rough ':!l:f I!li nd , Phi l meant so mu ch to me oecause he Ke.s 

such a comfortable person to be with . 3.e was never j itte r y or de!ll.a.nd.i ng 

o r a br as i ve ••• and he ' s compassi ona t e . r t was his na t u re not to be pushy 

or demandi n g . 
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ErtM 1 :{e was what you can rea lly t hi nk of best as being a gentle man. In every 

sense of t he word . r find myself in a positi on of wondering how I ' m going 

to handle this subject because I t hink it's a little diff icult for a 

historian to deal with a su bject where he ' s •• he feel s so strongl y positive 

and fri e~dly to·,,a :::-d.s t he su bj ect matter, Jou Konde r how o oj ecti ve you are 

bei ng . ~:::>w :nuch JOU a r e ·,dlling ';o l ook for and fi nd ~ybe a wort or two 

a ccused 
on this no ol e c --iar a cte r , I n wri t i ng it , I can ~e easilJ exE~xem: by my 

tough one , 

KL1 Yes , rea ll f , 

:e ,-a s just a 

top notc11 P.Jan . . • • i !1 so ·:!any diffe r ent :,;a1s . I can ' t fi ni an1 t hi n3 r;iean 

or sl!la ll '.!li nded. or .;,et"J.l a nt or an:,t:11ne e l se , 

~L1 :-ie was a !!!odes t ?e r so!1 , ;';n d --ie v.-as r et:ir1 !1 a.!1d ::e ·"as a very ret i r i ng 

person . I ' 11 never f or get comi ng r.ia. c i{ to :-:ew ·e r ~: ')ne .::unday . ::e a nd 

~elen came ~ac k an1 t ~e; ca~e ou~ ~o our ~ouse on :on~ Isl a nd . ~~ey spent 

the afternoon with ::: stelle a nd .::ie and h e !'lad j u st been do,•,"n to ? l ori da to 

see ~is ooat , :':1e ·~uc;gi ns -'.:)Oat Con pa nf ••• 

~a 11 ~e got t he boat down t here and he l oved it . 

L11 That 's rig ht. ~e t old me the story about l ooki ng at t hese boats and ~ugg i ns 

was s howing hi m the boat and Phil said, "You know suddenly 
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•••• Phi l said, " You know what the old man said to me? J e didn ' t think he 'd 

sell me a boat and I a sked h i m why and he said, you ' ve got so much money 

you wouldn ' t appreci ate it . " 

::nM 1 Is t hat ri ght . 

KL1 Phil l a u ghed abou t t hat one , 

~nM 1 In h i s l a tter years , .1e reall/ i;ot a l Qt of enjoyne!'lt ou t o f t !'la t boat . 

KL1 Yes , h e l oved i t . 

!RM 1 li S a matter o f fact , he ,ms out with :'lis fa:nilJ :m a crui s e on t he 

,Janni gan ••• 

r.L1 Loggi ng cre w,,, old river ,oa t . 

!nM1 3 e certainlJ carri ed 'li s illne ss with a ~reat deal of di gn i t y , 

{ L 1 ~hat , I t h i nk, ~qs part of the s~ock 8e c ause none of us ~ad a n y i nkling . 

None o f t he fa:nil · a nd o f cou r se none i n the co::ipan/ , certai n l y not in 

my sphere had !10 inkli !1g , .e :meK he ' d ,,.as :i: l oo~:ed :,a c k on it a fterwar ds, 

I could see thin~ s t hat we r e expl a i na c-l e beca!.lse -~e sho,-rnd s i gns of fatigue. 

If y ou thought ca :::-efully , y ou ' d pro bal::l y m ow sonethi n~ wa s happening . 

nave t hey g ot a cu re for tha t now? 

1RM 1 Not yet . Bot a sur e f ire one . They thi nk t hey are beg i nning t o g rapple 

with it. 

~L: That's what I read somewher e . 

:RM 1 I don 't think there ' s enough data yet. I' m li ke the doctors themsel ves. 
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r/ve got to see a lot of dat a before I finally concede tbat a solution 

has been found . Another que sti on I want to ask you. Were you pri vy to 

a ny of that period when ?hil ' s s on ,:~j was kid.napped , 

Y.L: No . All my i n f ornation on t hat came a fter t he f a ct • .:.ecause , a s I told 

y-ou , i t wa s :i:a y o f 1935, t he :::::iont h ~f :.:ay t hat r first ~'fent t o r_:_ia coma and 

Longview and I :::::iet t hi s ~a n on t he tra i n ,,. t he :~I :::::ian on t he tra in a nd, 

of course , s hortl r aft er t ha t , t hey di d capt u r e t he ~i dnapper and some of 

t he □one y , = I Uess , ,,,, .iod :'i tco::1:) ~\'as t l-:e 'Jag :nan , T _uess , 

3od delivered the r anso~ 1e~and, .,od ' s •N"i fe , ;ou m ow, ?hil ' s s i ster, 

was a ver1 fi ne No~an , 

~RM : I don ' t know he:-~ 

KL, 3ie ' s dead , I t ~i n~ . 

~~M a She ' s dead now? 

KL1 I don ' t mow, :::::ia·'oe not . :=..od ~i t c oc:1b d.i ed j ust r ecen-cl ,· . 

~:1M 1 They l i ved ba c v. in 3 t , :::;a ul , didn ' t t hey ? 

KL1 I ' ve rea lly oft en wonder ed what d i d happen t o ~e r , : t i1; l , wa s he r name? 

SRM: I d i dnt;t know them a t a ll. 

~L1 ~ff the record, let me sell you the story about ••• 




