
An Oral Hi story I nterview wi th 

Rudolph L. Fr omme 

Po mo na , California 

February 25, 1967 

bv 

Elwood R . Maunder 



2 

I'm Elwood Maunder and I ' m he ad o f the Forest History Soc i ety, Yal e 

Universi ty. whi ch i s associated with t he Fo r estry Sc hool . Today is 

February 25, 1967 . I a m interview ing Rudo l ph L . Fr o mme. Mr. 

Fromme , what year did you r eceived your masters in f orestry from 

Yale Un i versity? 

FROMME : I t was 1906 . I got a bachelor of s c i e nce d egr ee i n 1qo5 at 

Oh i o . I ha d come to Ya le in the summer o f 1904 because I understood 

that t hey had s u mmer t e rms at Milford . Pe nnsylvania. Bu t Dea n Henr y 

S. Graves thought I ought to g o back to Ohio State and get my 

bachelor degree so I we nt back f o r t he 1904 - 05 years. 

MAUN DER: Then you came b a ck to Yal e in the fa l l o f 1906 and 

g raduated in J u ne of 1906 with a ma sters i n f o restry? 

FROMME: Tha t's right . We had ou r spring term a t Waterville, New 

Ha moshire that year but we got b a ck in time to graduate . 

MAUNDER : Where did you have your classes in those days? 

FROMM E: I n Marsh Ha ll. 

MAUNDER: What do you remember abo u t t hose days a t Yale? 

FROMME : I remember particularly p l aying f oot ball , I g uess they 

ca lled it rugby, o n the g round s j us t be l o w Mar s h Hal l . It was a 

b ig ooen space. 

MAUNDER : Where the Greeley Laboratory i s no w? 

FROMME: Yes. I can't remembe r the ma n who taught wood technology, 

but I r e me mber that class parti cu larly and of c our se, we ha d 

lectures b y Dea n Graves and by Professor J.W . Tourney . 

MAUNDER : Did you have Ralph Haw l ey? 

FROMME: Yes , we had him and we had a lumberman, t oo, who taug ht us 

about lumbering . It was all very interesting . 



MAUNDER : That was Raloh C . Bryant, I thi nk you were there before 

Herman H. Chapman came on t he s cene, weren't you? 

FROMME: W.W . Chapma n was a t this summer camp in Milford, 

Pennsylvania on the o ld Pinchot estate and that's the first time I 

met him. He was an assistant professor then and he was at Yale when 

I was there but I didn't ta ke any instruction under hi m. I don't 

believe. We corresponded over the years afte r he became secretary 

of t he Yale Forest School Al umni Association until he passed awaY . 

MAUNDER : What did you do when you g raduated from Yale? 

FROMME : My first assignment was in the office of t he U. S. Forest 

Service to get combed over by Gifford Pincho t and Overton W. Pr i ce 

on my ou alifications . Then I got shipped to northern I da ho t o the 

old Priest River Forest Preser ve. 

Ka niksu National Fo rest. 

In about a Year it was cha nged to 

MAUNDER : What d o you remembe r abou t the fir s t assignment? 

FROMME : I remember I l o oked rather crude when I came i nto t o wn 

because I had my Yale type of clothes on, a suit you know, and I 

looked a little unusual . 

MAUNDER: You wer e a real dude. 

FROM ME : Compared with the woodsmen around there . At the railroad 

stat ion, I asked f o r 8.F. McCon ne l l' s o ffi ce. He was the 

suoervism· . They said. "!.,Jell, we don ' t know whethe1· he's in town, 

but if he is , he's orobably at Harvey Wr i ght's saloon this time o f 

the day, " because it t,Jas getting t ot,Jards noon. "But if he i sn't . 

he'll be catty-cor ner across t he street because t hat's his office." 

I didn't know him by si ght so I didn't go into Harvey Wr i ght 's 

saloon. I went across t he street to loo k a t his office and there 

1,;as a s ign on the, door that said "gone to t he lake," a nd t here 1,Jas 



no indication when he 'd come back. Some l a d y next d oor saw me 

curiously looking a rou nd the place a nd she came out and said, "Are 

you looking for M, . McConnell?" "Yea, that's who I'm loo ki ng f o, . " 

" W<?ll, he might be in the,e a s leep b<?cause he's been t otte, ing 

around he,e and running over to Ha,vey W, i ghts a good deal lately , 

othe, wise he might have gone on up t o the l ake. I think you can 

push open the back door. 

can open it." 

If you ' ve got a skeleton key, I know you 

I went a,ound and jimmied on the l ock and we nt i n . He wasn't 

there. His bed was disarrayed like he'd gone in a hurry. Then I 

went out a nd l ooking a,ound t he f ront, I found a young girl tripcing 

down the street. I eyed her and s he eyed me . I looked curious to 

her and I saw she we nt into a general me rchandise stor e , 

Gowanlock's, so I went down there. I thought she could tell me how 

to get t o Pr i est Lake. We g o t acquainted and she b<?came my first 

l.Ji f e. I married her j ust about a year and a half later . Her name 

was Ruby Gowanlock, a Scotch name. 

About that time I was transfer-red to Newport , Washing ton 

because we changed the f o r est t o the Kaniksu with the cooperation of 

P.G. Reding ton, chief inspector out o f Missoula. He came over and 

suspected that things we ren't going j ust right because E.A. Sherman , 

forest supervisor in Mi ssoula, had been there and McConnell showed 

the effects of b e ing on a toot f o r a while. He wa s g0tting over i t 

but he didn't aoprove of Sherman . 

Mi:!)UNDER : Wa s that Daddy Sherman? 

FROMME: Yes, that was. That 's t he reason Pau l Red ing ton came over . 

He suspected that I was i n cahoots with McConnell in dr in king and he 

started ask ing me some pretty close questions . I sa i d, "Oh, I take 



a litt le dri n k once i n a while . I don't go on benders like 

McConnell does , I ' ve got to attend to business here . Nobody else 

will run t he f o rest half t he time." That's ho w I happened to make 

forest supervisor with in one year . 

MAUNDER: What happened to McConnell? 

FROMME: He was d i sm issed. But he tried to sobe r up p retty fast . I 

guess he went up to Priest Lake and s tart ing running around the 

woods and spra ined his an kle so he was back i n Priest River in a 

ver y shor t t i me . He had t o go to a hote l a nd l a y UP t he r e and a 

lady that he' d been hobnobb i ng wit h came and too k care o f him. He 

was in th i s hotel down b y the r a ilroad trac ks when Overton W. Price 

and Redingto n and I got together to talk over l~hat we shoul d do 

about him. Pr i ce sa,1 s , "I'm go ing t o put in a c all to Washington . 

D . C . and talk to Giffo,d P inchot ." So he called him up and told him 

what the situation was and P inchot said, "Dismiss him. Don't g ive 

him a cha nce to -res i g n." So they coined a telegr am to d ismiss h im. 

Redington said, " Do you t hink i t would be nice fo, you t o take t his 

ave, to McCo n nell a nd see what his -r eact i o n i s? Whethe, he wa nts to 

make any e xp lanation? " I said, "!,Je ll , I do n ' t t hink it would be 

ve, y n i ce b u. t I will if you say so. " P,ice says "l.Jell, you 'd bette, 

do it . " So I took i t over . McConnel l was lYing i n bed with his 

ankle taped up and I sa id, "I do n ' t like to do thi s Ben. but they 

have decided that you have to get out of the Fo r est Service so I'm 

s how i ng you this teleg r a m. " He looked a t me and sa id, " Ah, that 

doesn't ma ke any difference t o me . I'm a brother-in- law of Senator 

William E . Bora h and when Senator Bor ah gets throuqh cleaning th is 

place up, ther e will be a big pile of manure around here and you'll 

be right on t he bottom . But he go t dism i ssed all right. He gave it 
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MAUNDER: Was he a f o rester? 

FROMME : No, he wa s a political appointee under the old General Land 

Office days. His f ather was the first governor of Idaho so he had a 

crett y good stand ing . He was a wel l educated man. He took law at 

Ann Arbor University . His sister was Borah's wife . But Bo rah never 

d i d anyth i ng abou t it, of course. 

MAUNDER: Did McConne ll then drop out of sight? 

FROMME : Yes. I go t a letter from him abou t two years later when I 

happened t o be ass i gned to the Kl amat h National Fo r e st in 

Cali f o r nia . I was s ure surcr ised. The letter said ''I saw y ou r name 

in the paper i n connection with something or other . It reminded me 

of t he days when we use d to live in that little log cabin uc at 

Priest Lake and you used to p lay t he ma ndolin and sing a s ong. 

"Ain't it Funny What a Difference J u s t a Fe w Hours Make." That 

always aopealed t o me . Well . you 'll be sur prised what I'm doing . 

I ' m on the water wagon now doing some work here in the offi ce in the 

State House at Bo ise, I daho . I 'l l t ry t o stay that way." But it 

wasn ' t but a y ear o r so later that I l earned tha t he'd passed away . 

MAUNDER : Di d you know a man na med Harr y Shellworth at that time? 

He was connected with the Bo i s e Payette CompanY. 

FROMME : I think I heard his na me but I didn ' t know him. 

MAUNDER: Ca n you g ive me a litt le detail o f what y o u r l i fe was l i ke 

in that first year in the Fo r est Service? What jobs did you do? 

FROMME: I wen t uc to Pr iest Lake as soo n a s I heard that McConne l l 

was up t here that summ e r. I arrived in 1906 and I i nt roduced 

mysel f . He said, "Oh, you ' re one o f those technical guys . I don't 

know of a ny t echnical work around here but maybe you can make up 

some. Anyway we can use you fighting fires because we are always 
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having fires in the summer . You can live right here in this cabin 

with me if you 'd like to. There's a double bunk t here down on the 

floor because I don't believe in climbing u o to get in the bed, I 

just ploc down . You can sleep in there and when a fire breaks out 

we'll ta ke you on it . Of course, i f you want to study some of the 

trees around here or something like that or maybe return some of 

these General Land Offi ce lines, why you could be do ing that . Sam 

Dav is is the district ranger here. He lives right uc there bY the 

hotel and you can t<Jor k l<Ji th him if you want to . " I said, "I' 11 do 

anything you can spare until I get t he experience. 

About two weeks lat e r McConnell said, "Ther e's a fire over on 

the branch of Priest River. I think the best way to get t here would 

be to go uo Granite Creek, ri ght over the head of it and down to 

{ QUERY AUTHOR } . Sam Dav is says, "I guess we can go but i-JhY doesn't 

the ranger over on tha t s i de take care o f it, Mike Murr ay for 

instance?" McConnell answered , "He's gone in there i.Jith a bunch of 

men but they say it's still burning . " McConnell didn't have any 

telechone service but h8 'd gotten word from s o mebody who'd come up 

from the town of Priest Ri ver . Everything was by word of mouth. We 

had quite a time gett i ng up t o Granite Creek. There was a t ra il 

about half way and the rest o f it was fighting brush and following 

the creek. When we got over on the other side, it was a l ittle 

better. That was on the west s i de o f the Priest River Forest 

preserve . We came across the r emains of a f ire . I t wa s still 

burning inside b u t the fire l i ne seemed to be Pretty good . We t<Jent 

around the thing and it was about ten a c res in size and i probably 

was a l i ghtning fire but there was nobody there. 

MAUNDER : How wide were your f i r e lines in t hose d a ys? 
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F' ROMME : About 18 i nches . Of c ourse , we'd sometimes c u t t he brush 

back a litt le ways but so f a r a t t he fir e l ine , we dug into the 

earth just a bout a f oot o r two wide . 

MAUNDER : And that was usually enoug h? 

FROMME: Yes. 

MAUNDER As l ong a s t he fir e was burni ng gently . 

FROMM E: Yes. Of course , it would run throuc h t he tree tops but 

you'd just have to wait u nti l i t got d o wn to the grou nd . 

at t emp t to fi ght c rown fir es i n thos e days . 

You didn't 

MAUND ER: Had yo u any previous experi ence i n f ight i ng fires before 

this? 

FROMM E : No, I hadn ' t . I f o und o u t it was just a grubby business. 

We d i dn' t use g r ub hoes into those days . l.Je just used an ax e to c ut 

the timber and a shovel to shovel t he d i rt a1-o und t o make t he tra il. 

l..Je caufiht up wi th th i s g roup t ha t had been on the bigger fir e L,.J hen 

V-Je f o und t he r e mains o f a v en i son ha nging UP with Pieces cut out of 

the leg. They had g one away wit h pa,t o f i t and the ,est o f i t L.Jas 

just l e f t to spoil. So we went on do wnst,eam and c a u g ht up with 

this bunch the next evening . Somebody had b,ought some b ooze f o, 

them and they we re f ee ling p,etty g o od . Ve nison and whis ky . Sam 

Davi s g ave this fellow the devil . A sho, t-te, m guard instead o f a 

range, was i n charge of t hat crew. There we re a bout 1 0 i n t he c,ew , 

I imag i ne . But he could n't fi r e him . He had to wait unt il he got 

back t o t a lk t o McCo n nell about it. McConnell said , " We ll . I'll 

L.J, ite him and tell h im he's f i,ed." 

We had another fi ,e or two but t hey we re ver y harmless . I 

,emembe, the even i ngs a t t he l i ttle l o g ho t el a t P,iest Lake . It 

dr ew o u ite a f ew people f rom Spokane . And t here were o ft e n s ome 
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girls along i n the bunch. I ' d g o swi mming i n the l ake every evening 

and find them doing the same t h i ng . Of course, I had my bathing 

suit. We got acquainted and naturally I t old them about having a 

mandolin, so when we bu i l t t he campfi re in the even ing, I remember 

sitting around t he campfire enterta ining t he gals wi th some of the 

back e ast songs that we used to sing at Ya l e a nd Picked u p a t the 

theater . That was before mov i es, of cour se . 

MAUNDER: Where had you come from? 

F ROMME : Richmond. I ndiana wa s my or i g inal home. During t he last two 

years o f high school, I go t a job as usher a t the legitimate 

theater . Somet imes stock compan ies would p lay there f or a week or 

two. Other times i t wou l d b e a road company that woul d j ust stay 

one night, someti mes t wo ni ghts . I p icked up some of their s ongs by 

listening to them car e fully and wr iting them down as much a s I could 

because t h ings weren't p ub l i shed. If t hey weren't real current 

songs they weren't pub l ished . I' d fill in the word s that were 

needed t o make it out a nd I didn't always g e t the tune just exactl y 

righ t but I'd get close to it . I had a lot of ot he r thing s in the 

back of head . That s o ng that McConnell used to like so much ''Ain't 

It Funny Wha t A Diffe r e nce Jus t a Few Hours Make" was one o f Frank 

Daniel's main hi ts . He was a comedian t hat I liked to listen t o . 

He ca me around o nce a year to Richmond, Indiana. 

MAUNDER: He was o n t he circuit . 

FROMME: Yes . He to l d abou t how d ifferent it was t o get out at 

night and meet your pals and whoop it up til daylight . But in the 

mo r n ing it was different. Wha t a di f f e rence a f ew hours ma ke . 

MAUNDER: Wh8n you f inished your wor k up in t he P r iest La~e area you 

wer e assi g ned as supervisor ? 
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FROMME: Yes . About a year later when McConnell was fired . Paul 

Red i ngton said that we ought t o change the name of this forest 

because it had a bad name to people, the way i t had been around. I 

said I could suggest a name . Kaniksu, I f ound it on an old map of 

Priest LAke when it was called Kaniksu Lake . I inqu ired a r ound and 

they said it was t he na me that the Indians gave to a priest and 

that's how it happened to be called Priest Lake. They didn't like 

the name Kaniksu I guess . Too h a rd to pronounce. We ll, Redingt on 

fell for it . So he said, "Well, I'll recommend that we change the 

name to Kaniksu and move t he headquarters t o Newport, Was hington. 

which is a little larger town and it's only about six miles west of 

here right on the Great Nor thern Railway and f u rthermore part of t he 

for est is very accessible from Newport." It really wasn't a s good a 

location f or the center part of t he f orest b e cause the Pend Orei ll 

River ran north into Brit i sh Columbia at that point, and, of course 

it ran by Priest River, too , and Priest River emptied into the Pend 

Oreill . And I remembe r the Pend Oreill real wel l because the first 

time I heard the name McConnell said: "Well, you've gotten pretty 

good on the typewriter now so you take a letter to Washington, D.C." 

He'd gotten over his monthly booze b y that time and he said, "I've 

got word from the General Land Office a t Couer d'Alene that some 

guys have been cutting timber on the national forest l a nd up t here 

and selling it to a pole company in Newport, and they tow it down 

the river i n a boat . We've got to look i nto it . " He dictated, 

"Gifford Pinchot, Washington, D.C., Honorable Sir, Hell is popping 

dovrn the f o am flecked Pl?.nd Or eill . " I said , "Do you r eally want me 

to l.Jrite that?" And he sa i d, "Sure, that's t.Jhat 's do i ng down there ." 

I t hought "Pinchot wi ll read t hat line a nd he'll know sorn8 t hing i s 
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w,ong ." But I w,ote it down. McConnell hadn't been investigated UP 

to t hat time and that p,obably tipped him off . He went on to say 

that he and a couple of his trusty range,s would go down wit h their 

si x shoote,s and take care of the thieves who were stealing the 

ceda,- poles. 

He s ent wo,d t o his r a nge,s to come down the Priest River and 

t hey ' d go down and investigate this thing. Well, two o f them showed 

up and Ben says, "We go t t o get eve, to Ha ,vey Wright's and build up 

a little extra energy and boldness to take care o f those timbe, 

thieves." So they went across the street. Pretty soon one of them 

came back . He was Dave McKenz i e . He said, "You know I'm no t a 

d rin ker like Ben McConnell a nd Dave Cool i n. I' d just as l eave sit 

here and talk with you and l e t them go ahead and get hee l ed UP. But 

I'm r eady t o go down the river whenever they get r eady ." I said. 

"The boat leaves dow n there in t he morning . They ' l l have to go dow n 

on the night train and stay i n NevJport overni g ht." He saYs. "I know 

that." Pretty soon into the office come s s tomping a woman I didn't 

know. S he says, " I'm Mrs . Dave Cooli n . I brought mY husband down 

here this morning to go down the Pend Oreill and I haven't see n him 

si nee." I sa i d , "He'll be here in a little while no doubt, because 

he's with McConnell ." About that time they showed up . She just 

sized him up a minute and said . "you're not g o ing do wn the river 

with any S upervisor McConnell . You may thi nk you are but you ' re 

going back home wi th me ." She had driven down i n a l ight rig wi th 

a pair o f horses. Dave said, "I guess I'll have to go with her . 

You knovJ how i t is." McConnell said , "Yea, I gu ess you ' d be no good 

anywaY. She'd probably want to 9 0 along," She says. "Well, you 

knol-<J vJ he,-e YOU can go as far as I'm conce1· ned." So she t ook Dave bY 
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the ear and took him out to he r little c o nveya nce a nd away they went 

back to Priest Lake. Well, McConnell and Dave McKenzie went on d own 

to Newport then on the t ra in and as f a r as I know they went down to 

where the pole cutt i ng was being done . When they got down t here , 

McCo nnell saw the poles piled up along t he shore of the ri ver and he 

thoug h a boat would be here to take them away cretty soon. He said , 

''I don 't ne ed t o stay, Dave , you've got your good six-shooter. You 

guard the poles tonight and I'll send Fromme down in the morning." 

So he goes bac k to Newport, in f a ct, he go t t o Priest River that 

same night and told me that I could get ready to g o down. I went 

down as ~oon a s I could get away, I thin k i t was t he next d ay . and 

found old Dave sitting there on the poles. He says, ''I' v e been here 

all night a nd most of t he day without any r el ief. Now you can sit 

here . " I says, "Why sit here all nigh t? We can hire somebody if we 

can find a responsible man . " He said . "I t h in k we ca n. Th0r e ' s a 

fellow that's bee n br i nging these poles in with a team o f mules. 

But he's had enough of it since the f olks don't pick t hem UP anv 

more . " I got him to guard the poles that night from abou t midnight 

on and I went back and g o t s ome sleep . Next dav when we came to 

relieve this fellow, Da ve said , "I'll guard the poles today because 

you've got to go and make a report on these areas that have been 

cut . See whether they're really the leg itimate cutting for 

homesteads or whether it looks li ke timber thi ever y . Bu t I' ve got a 

j oke on the Forest Service . Some fell ow br anded one o f t he mules 

with us on his r u mp that was pu lling out t he p o l es ." They didn't 

really brand them but they painted US in white l e tters on t he mule's 

side. We ll. I didn't have to clean up t he mules but I made the 

r eport. It took me about a week or t wo to get a r ound to ma ke the 
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reports on all the homesteads tha t had been partl y cleared . 

MAUNDER= Were some of them legitimate? 

FROMME : Some of them I considered legitimate. There was j u s t a 

little c u tting where t he y started a g a rde n , but s ome of them . at 

l e ast two cases, were very bad. They had cut po les and they had n't 

e v e n bu il t a cabin of any sort and we re just s t ealing. 

MAUNDER: Who was buy i ng them? 

FROMME: A p o le company in Ne wport, Wa s h ington . 

MAUNDER : What company was that? Do you remember? 

FROMME : No. I we nt back up there pr e tty s oon. I l e ft Dave a nd 

went back and saw the pole company and told t hem t hat the Poles we 

had marked down ha d been c u t illegitimatel y a nd they ' d have to pay 

for them if they wan t ed them. And tha t I'd s e l l t he m a t the usual 

pri c e thev'd b e en paying the settlers , but it wo uld have t o b e a 

Forest Service sale. The y said , "That's all ri g ht. l.Je d o n't care 

who we bu y the p o les f1·om." So we vJor ked u p a sale . I al so wen t 

over to the la nd o ffi ce at Coeur d'Alene and reporte d o n the cl a ims 

tha t I t houg ht we r e invalid and should not be sent t o proof . I 

think there were about eight claims and none of the m had gone to 

fina l proof . And the y were go ing t o have he arings on the t wo that I 

contested . They gave me more forms to fill out . I wa s moved to 

Newpo r t and ma d e a super v i sor b e f o re t he hearing came UP . 

One night I go t a knock o n the door . My new wif e was with me 

bY that time . I we n t t o the do or a nd ope ne d it s lightly a nd a 

be lli ger ent loo ki ng g uy wa s stand i ng the re. He ha d his hand i n hi s 

pocke t li ke he had a ho ld of s o me thing . I sa id , "W hat do y o u wa nt? " 

He said, "Ar e y ou goi ng to ma ke a case aga inst me a s pa r t o f that 

cla im ? " I said. "What ' s y our na me ? " HI? gav e i t t o me and I s a id . 
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"Yes . yo u 'Te one of t hem that we have to contest . " MY wife heaTd 

tha t and she came r unn ing to the door. She was in her flowing 

n i ghtgown a nd he l ooked at h8T, threw UP his ha nds a nd tuTned a nd 

ra n . She l e t out a snort a t him I guess . He'd b e e n d rinking o r he 

wouldn't have been so bold to c o me around a nd wake me UP a round 

midn i ght. 

MAUNDER: Did you pursue t he case and get a s ett l ement? 

FROMME: Yes. and both fellows had g one nor th into Bri tis h Columbia 

as f ar as we knew . They neveT came to contest theiT case. 

MAUNDER : Were there al l kinds o f dodges o n homestead ing land? 

FROMME : Yes. We all o wed about s ix of them to go to homestead on 

the chanc8 that t hey were leg itimate but the fac t was that they 

n~ver did homestead them . 

MAUNDER : Wha t di d t hey do , se ll their timber? 

FROMME : They would s ell t hei r ti mb eT just like a t imber claim. Of 

cour se , the old Timber and Stone Ac t was s till i n full force and 

people cou l d take out timber claims bu t t hey had to pay two and a 

half a n acre f o r timber and meanwhile a homestead was free and so 

they made a pretense of s ettling on i t . ( Ti mbeT and Stone Act of 3 

June, 1878, 20 Stat . 89) . Of course, we had a l o t o f trouble, too , 

up on Priest Lake road fr om what t hey called t he J u ne 11, lq06 Act 

o f Homestead ing . ( Fores t Homestead Act of 11 June, 1906, 34 Sta t . 

233) That was l and inside t he national f o rest that was co ns i dered 

more va l uable f or agriculture t ha n timber growing . After we voted 

against them they didn't even attempt t o get t itle to them. But we 

tr i ed to get ahold o f the l oca tors who were mak i ng money out of it. 

They would l ook at the ni ce piece of l a nd . The onl y piece t hat 

there was halfway between Pr iest Ri ver and Priest Lake was called 
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the ha l fway house and horse stages wo uld stop there f or lunch . 

Ther e was a litt l e bit of l a nd t hat had been p a rt of a na t ural 

mead ow and these locators wou ld ta ke people o u t and s how them this 

natural meado w and g ive a d e s cr i pt i on of it and t he d~scription was 

somethi ng that was mi l es a way may be . And they would ma ke a little 

money from l ocating people on this meadow . 

MAUND ER: There have always been rea l estate sharks. 

FROMME : Oh yes . Whe n I sent i n mY report on t hat, I was t he f o rest 

supervisor . Giffor d Pinchot wrote me and said, "Send in full deta ils 

a bout these c laims. Give me t he na me s and l ocations." I t see ms t o 

me there wer e around 25 or 30, so I starte d writi ng a letter right 

away and I just a bout got i t finished t he next d ay when a telegr am 

came. He says, "Telegraph the information. We need it righ t away 

before Congress ad journs. " And I t hou gh "My God. I can't t e l e graph 

a ll o f this . It's t c,o long . " So I started c utt i ng it dot.J n. 

Finall y I got i t down u nder 500 wo rds and I t houg h maybe he ' d pay 

f or a ni ght letter . I was skeptical . I was afraid I'd get a letter 

back that I was fir e d f or sending s uch a long telegram. I took it 

down to the railroa d station- -t he only telegrap h o f f i ce t hey had and 

the a ge nt looked at it and he said , "My God. d o you want me to get 

that out tonight?" I said, "I t 's a night letter . I ge t a little 

better r ate on i t ." He sa ys, Wait a mi nute , " and he grabbed the 

tel e phone . ( He had a l oca l telep ho ne there . ) "Bill , you 'd better 

come down here a nd forge t your sleep t on i ght and h~lp me get out 

this telegr a m. This government g uy bring s o n this telegram and it ' s 

l o nger than the Lord's Prayer ever was . I can ' t ta~e care o f it and 

ta~e care of my other b usiness" So I went away feeling ki nd o f 

discouraged. I d i d n't hardly sleep tf at ni g ht. I thought maybe I 
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should have t r immed that down some more . But Pinchot said to give 

him the names and the descr i pt ions . It would take that many words 

to do that . We ll , the funny thing about that was that I signed i t 

Fromme. I told them to sign just my last name. because that's all 

the Forest Services r e quires . Well, he got so excited at t he end 

that he separated the "Fr om " and the " me" . I nevE,r heard about that 

unt il s o me i nspector c a me o u t f rom Washington, D .C. to attend our 

regular meet i ng t he fo ll owing spring. He said, "Tha t was quite a 

joke about that telegram you s ent . Somebody said . ' I wonder who 

that guy thinks he is that ' s so important that all he's got to do is 

sa)", from me?'" 

MAUNDER : Did you ever hear f rom Pinchot about that? 

FROMME : He than ked me f or the telegram . He d i dn't say anyth i ng 

about i t being too long s o I was thankful f 0r that . 

MAUNDER: Did you ever have any personal contact with the man? 

FROMME: Just whe n we were i n Milford. Pe nnsylvania. He came up to 

check o n the schoo l . I t was the old Amos Pinchot estate. Every 

Wed nesday and Saturday afternoon we had off. So we ' d organize a 

baseball game o n those days . He happened to be there on Wednesday 

and t,Je said, "We're hav i ng a baseba l l game today, and vJe'd li ke to 

Play the faculty. We ' l l loan you a f ew extra men if you need them 

and he said, "Oh, that will be f un." He said . "I'J.l do a little 

pitching." I said, "l.Jell, that ' s wha t I 'm doin<J here. We ' ll be 

pa1-tners ." We had a fi rs t pitcher who wasn't f ee li ng very agree3.b l e 

that day so I had to g o in as the second pitcher. I enjoyed that. 

and whe n I saw hi m in Washington, D.C . the f o l lowing year when I was 

ready to take my for est assistant job. I said, "l.Je t.Jere opposite 

pitchers one time i n a baseball game, but I hope you don't hold i t 
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a qainst me." He said , "No, you were just as r o tten a s I was. " 

MAUND ER: How did you fee l abou t G.P.? 

FROMME : I thought he was a great man . 

FROMME: We had a little correspondence after that . He wrote to me 

when I had gotten transferred to the Olympic National Forest a nd 

sa id he was ge tting o u t his book and wanted to know if I wouldn't 

send him some of mY early e xperiences . I wrote back that I was 

terribly busy but that I would get at i t and that if he'd look uc 

some inspection reports tha t were made on B .F. McConnell that he 

might get some information from them. 

unf ortunately I just let i t go . 

But he did n 't use that and 

MAUNDER: Have you ever written any o f this u p in your own style? 

FROMME : Yes. In f act the Ya l e School of Forestry has three 

mimeograohed p r oductions o f mine that were mimeog raphed in Portland. 

They tell about my experiences on Priest River and some that I've 

been telling you about . 

FROMME: Cooies of them are at the Yale School of Forestry? 

FROMME : Yes. I received a letter from the lady who is in charge of 

the library--! think she 's j ust retired. She said that they were 

very thankful to get them and tha t they were being bound in Yale 

b lue. 

MAUNDER : 

diary? 

FROMM E: 

What about your old l etters and diaries? Did you keep a 

I did . but i t was very brief . Just enough to get mv 

traveling ex penses . I threw it away a long while a go . When I was 

wr iti ng up mY me moirs of the Olympic National Park . I asked the 

Ol y mpia Off ice if they could dig u p any of my old d iar ies becaus e I 

wanted to g~t some names out of them . some da tes. And t hev wr0t~ 
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ba c k a nd s a i d all of that had been t hrown away . The old files just 

got too thick and they d itched them. 

MAUNDE R: Did you save any l e tter s from Gifford Pincho t or any other 

of your associates in the Forest Service? 

FROMME : No t until the time they had t he Golden Ann ive rsary. I 

guess I got a l etter in connect i o n with that I kept . I have n ' t got 

any of those old l e tter s . I t 's a shame, because I might as well 

have hu ng on to some o f them . 

MAUND ER: Did any of the na tional f o r ests that you were on publish 

h i stor i e s which included some o f your memoirs? 

FROMME: Nothing has been pub l ished as far as I know . 

MAUNDER : Some o f the ind i vidua l national f orests have publ ished 

their own . Mimeogr aphs usually . And t hey ' ve ta ke n some of the 

memo i rs of the people who were there and p u t them i nto these 

histories . Yours hasn't been treated that way? 

FROMME: I don't believe so. Some o f the mimeographed material t hat 

I sent back to Yale was mimeographed i n our Port l and offi ce bY t he 

Thirty-Year Cl ub, which means the people who have bee n in the 

Forest Service 30 year s . 

MAUND ER: Let's quickly go over t he chronology of you r career in 

f orestr y. You were a t Priest River dur ing 1906 and 1907, and the 

last yea r you were supervisor . 

FROMM E: Yes . Fro m the Kan iksu Fores t I was moved to Newport . In 

the f all of 1908 I wa s called back to Washington . D . C . to be sent to 

the San Franc i sco District Office as ch i e f o f operations. A year 

later I was sent to Klamath National Forest a s forest s ucervisor . 

MAUNDER: That was in 1909 . 

FROMME: Yes . Then in 1Q10 I got t ransferred to the Siskiyou 
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Nati onal Forest . I had tr i ed f or the Olympic because I had b een 

tipped o f f that the s upervisor there was leaving. But , the y had 

already f ou nd s omebod y e l se . So t hey s ent me to t he Sis~i you . I 

was t here unti l the Fall o f 1912 when I was sent to the Olympic and 

I was on the Ol y mpic for 13 years as s u pervisor . 

MAUNDER: That brought you up to the ' 20s sometime . 

FROMME: '26 . Then I was called i n to Por tland . Oregon to t ake John 

D. Gu t he r 's p l ace in public re l at i ons because he ' d gone to 

Washington. T hey didn ' t know f o r sure i f they were go ing to ke ep 

him back there or not. Well , they d i dn't. So when he came bac k I 

was s e nt to the Desc hutes Na t iona l For est in Bend . Oreg on . That was 

about in t he summer of 1926. It was t he s p r i ng o f 1926 when I wen t 

into Portl and , t he summer of 1926 I went t o t he De schutes Na ti onal 

Fo res t. Port l a nd, Oregon sent me there. I was there about t hree 

year s . and then I was brought into p ub lic r e lati o ns a gain. I was i n 

Portland f o r thr ee or f our mon t hs and then sent to the Rainier 

National Fores t at Tacoma . I wa s t here a bout t wo year s . That ' s 

where I go t married the second t ime . And about tha t ti me t hey d i d 

a way with t he Ra i ni er Na t i ona l Fo rest and combined it with the 

Snoqualm i e and the Co lumbia. So I was sent to Bellingham , 

Washington to Mt . Baker National Forest . I wa s r ea l l y an a ssistant 

superviso r because t he y had done a wa y with the forest suoerviso r job 

i n Tacoma. 

MAUND ER: You r ece ived your ma sters i n f o restry degr~e f r om Yale 

University in 1906? 

FROMME: Yes . Dean He nry S . Graves gr a nted me t he pr i v il ege of 

comp let i ng t he reg ul a r two- y e ar and su mme r term c ourse i n one Year 

and s ummer t e rm because of certain c redits f rom mY f ~ur - year ~ourse 



20 

i n horticultu r e a nd f o restry at Oh io State University . Gr a v e s also 

cons ide red t he f act that I spen t t he summer o f 1903 a s a day l aborer 

in a l ogg i ng camp of t he W. M. Ri tter Lumber Company, getti ng out 

yel l ow Poc l a r and mi xed oaks ~n North Carolina. I wor ked a t 

swamping roads and dr iving grabs . Drivi ng grab~ a r e steel hooks on 

the ends o f a harness chai n sunk wi t h a sledg e hammer i nto a nosed­

off l og and ar e used f o r sna~ing b y horse down trails f r o m the 

c utting ar ea to the s ki dway a t the logg ing r ai lr oad . I also di d 

some ball - hooting. which i s us i ng a ceavey to start l ogs rolling or 

sling downhill to t he swamped-ou t road or trailway. I ~nrolled in 

the summer t erm of Yale school of Forestry on the Amos Pinchot 

esta te near Milford, Pennsy lvania in 1904 . This enrollme nt placed 

me in t he 1906 g roup of f orestr y students. When I was fini shing t he 

summer term, Mr. Graves sugges t ed tha t I return to Ohio State to get 

my senior year credit f o r a bachelor degree . 

MAUNDER: Then you came back to Yale in the fall o f 1905? 

FROMME : Yes a nd I graduated i n t he s p r i ng of 1906 with the s a me 

g rouc o f students as a t the Milford summer term. The ser i ng term o f 

1906 was spent i n t he White Mo untains of New Hampshire with 

headquarters at Watervi lle. We did topographic mapc i ng there under 

the direction of Chief Gannett of t he U.S . Geological Survey, who 

v i sited us along wi t h Dean Graves, f or severa l d a ys . P r o f essor 

Herman H. Chaoman, who m we all c a l led Chapo ie , was i n charge of t his 

pro j ect . In addit i o n to our mapping supervis i on, I stil l recall 

ChaPPie's anxi ety in t he r o ll of chapero ne on a weekend climb of Mt. 

Osceola. There were four o f us mal e s and four attractive g irls. t wo 

daughters of Mrs. Elliott, our ho t e l hostess . and t wo visitors o f 

the E l liott gi rls. The weather was quite fair when we sta r ted out 
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that morning, b u t a sudden wet snowstorm a t t he t op of the mounta i n 

that nig ht drove us to cover i n a very tiny l ow-r oof ed hut. wh i ch we 

had pla nned as the ladies' s l eep i ng quarters . We hardy males had 

figured to sleep under the stars . But the on l y stars in sight that 

dark, snowy night were in t he tiny hut. So, what was large enough 

to sleep f our f airly comfortable was i nduced to sleep eight . We had 

to shar e blankets . That is, all except Chappie . Besides , he had 

the obligation of chaper o ne duty, which was no easy task . He 

per s i s t ed i n s hov i ng ope n our crude door covering every so ofte n and 

r egali ng us with a cheerfu l "Fo l ks, I t h in k i t's clear i ng up," wh i le 

the snugglers. a t any rate the men , pretended to snore a bit louder. 

Well, t he s no w and rain did finally stop at Chappie ' s command and 

g reat reli e f, a nd we me n ha d no reasonable excuse to linger longer. 

One creek we had to traverse in the snow was called The Fl ume. and 

the wet snow was almost knee- deep in places . We were also 

aggr avated by knocking we t snow fr om b u s he s onto our traverse board. 

At the start o f t his job, the f our o f us , which included St eweY 

(Y.A.) Stuart, later chi ef f orester, erected a po l e and a bar k lean­

to, j ust big enou g h to accommodate two snug double beds o f heavy 

ar my blankets and a rock pit f o r our c o mb inat i o n heat ing and cook ing 

fire . We amused our se lves in the even ings with wil d yarns and 

sing i ng, including our concocted parody on "Good Ol d Mountain DevJ," 

as fol l ol'1s : 

"Up the Flume " 

On a creek, cal l ed the Flume, we rest our rumps in g loom 

After fighting snowing b r ush all day, 

But sheltered by our s hack, our fire beg ins to crack 

And the baco n sings a li lting lay; 
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It fills the air with a fragr ance rare 

That sets us all a b l oom, 

So, lolling on our h ips, we gobble ju i c y b its 

While the smoke goes uc The F lume . 

We had another impo rta nt visitor to the Watervi ll e Camp. This was 

Dr . Barton W. Everman . illustri ous s c i entist of the Smithson i an 

Institute. He talked o f reptiles and amphibia . At the close o f his 

l e cture , Dr . Eve r ma n sta t ed that they had no spec i mens from t his 

locality at the Inst itute or a t their branch at Golden Gate Park i n 

San Franci sco, a nd wondered if he could infl uence anY student to 

under take s u c h a collection. He would supply the necessary g lass 

jars, alcohol and print8d i nstruc tions . I was a bout t o offer my 

s erv ices , when several o f the boys b eat me to it, by ye lli ng, almost 

in union. "Hoos ier Fromme ." 

I soon got busy , but i t wasn' t until t he f a l l o f 1919 that I 

learned whatever happe ned to this collection , o r what I actually 

collected, as ide fr om t he commo n name of f rog , lizard , garter snake, 

s na ke, e tc. On this 1919 occasion, I was surpr i sed by a te l e pho ne 

ca ll from Seattle t o my offi ce a s super v isor o f the Olympic National 

Fores t in Ol ympia . It was from Dr. Everman. say ing that he had seen 

my name on some f i r e wa rning signs while searching for amp hibia 

spec imens a l ong t he west foothills o f t he Ol y mpic Mou ntains , a nd 

that he r emembered me f rom Ya l e Forest School days ne ar Water v ille. 

New Hampshire. He told me tha t my name was on record a s a collector 

in an exhibit o f specimens at Go l den Gate Park in the section headed 

Cal ifo rnia Academy o f Sciences . He l ater sent me a p rin ted leaflet 

whic h reads in part as f o l l ows : "Mr . R . L . Fromme. one o f the 
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collected 66 specimens, which are now in the depar tmen t o f 

herpetology f or the Museum of t he Cali f o rnia A~ademy of Sc iences. as 

a donation f r om Mr. Fromme . Then followe d a long list o f sci e ntif ic 

names which are worse t han Greek t o t he l ayman . I me nti on this 

becau se it is my o nl y claim t o true sc ientific fame wi thout hal f 

tr y ing . 

Refe r ring a g ain t o the s u mme r term of 1904 at Mil f o rd , we got 

some wholesome exerc i se and training in t he p r o p e r way to fal l trees 

wi thout serious breakage . We were not t o o s uccessf ul. however; we 

a lso experie nced the curse- breed i ng nature of work i ng wit h oitc h 

pine. A . 8 . Pec knagel hatched a littl e campfir e ditty , wh i ch wen t , 

in part. as follows : 

" I l ove the pitch pine. the pitch pine sticks to me; 
stem analysis I'll never forget . 
The pitch pine's a daisy , it nearl y drives you craz y ; 
I 'll master the pitch pine , you bet; Ho' Ho'. 

The trees we f e ll were mostly mar ked f or t h in n i ng . This meant that 

more dex t e ri ty was required to guar d against breakage tha n sawing 

dow n tree s in t he open . In every case, however , we had to take 

certa in note s . Ag e was no t ed by count i ng g r owth r ing s on the stump. 

Measurements of the different l og l e ng ths a nd d iameter s at the ir 

sma ll ends were also taken. The measu rements wer e used i n 

de t e rmining board-foot volume and data f o r volume t ables . Rec knagel 

had another s ong f o r t his task; parody o n "T he Man Beh i nd . " 

The man behind t he ca l ipers r e ads f ract i ons of an inch. 
The man behind the ta l ly-board, he has an awf u l c inch, 
The man beh i nd t he tape i s c rawling out a l ong t he t r ee, 
Now which o f t hese three lobsters wou l d you mos t pref er to be? 
The man behind. the man beh i nd. 
He ' s the funniest little man tha t you will fin d . 
Oh t he man behind the bunch , he i s sitting down to lunch: 
Now how ' d you like t o be the ma n behind? 
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And then ther e wer e days whe n we were ins tructed to t ied a sma ll 

bandana handkerchief lunc h t o our belts a nd trail Dean Graves up and 

dow n the back country h il ls around Milford . We took a short rest 

now and then, most l y t he n , to observe and d i scuss the ecology o f t he 

area, or what to do wi th t he dam n country, if anything . We wou l d 

drag back just i n time f o r a covetous camp d i nner . 

a lways some o f us ready then to wash our necks. sprinkle ou r ha i r 

with a little "come-h ither" and hike on d o wn the l ong hill . The 

dest inatio n for some o f us was t he Bl u f fhouse, summer r esor t hotel , 

wi th summer g irl s : "Some er peppy , some e1· mi. ld. some er peaceful , 

some e r l.J i 1 d . " In any case, there was a l ways that long h i ll to 

face, dragging bac k t o camp . One one occa s i on , however, one of us 

had sufficient pep to pick UP a small gar ter snake near our camp and 

to insert i t gentl y into the d a rk but f r i e ndl y r ecess e s o f one of 

i nstruc t o r E . E. Carter 's boo ts, which chanced to be resti ng near the 

entra nce to his i nd i v i dua l t e nt . Noth i ng was sa i d t he ne xt mo rning, 

but I thought I detected a knowing, per haps eve n a n accusing look in 

my direct i o n. Pe rhaps i t was me rely the r esu l t of a gu il ty 

conscience . 

Edward E. Car ter, by the way, had just received his master o f 

forestry degree from Ya l e that same spr i ng, in the same class wi th 

Herman H. Chapma n. whom we worked under i n our 1 Q06 spring term in 

the Wh ite Mounta i ns . At t he Milford Camp, Carter served as an 

ass i stant instructor to Dean Graves, tak i ng over his classes a t 

times of Graves ' a bsence , wh i c h was not very often. Carter 's ch i ef 

duty was as handy ma n in the operation of the camp, or sort o f go­

between i n the s tudents ' financ i a l dea l inqs with t he camp, or if 
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any, compla ints . He was a l ways quite ne at i n his dress and oersonal 

a ppearance . often i n contrast to some of us students. This led t o 

some g ood-natured ki dd i ng, a s I remember , but he was plenty good at 

the same game . wh ich made him a good tilli cum (Ch inook jarg on f o r a 

good f e llow p l us ) . 

I would li ke to desc ribe one more incide nt before leaving t he 

Milford camp exper i ence enti rely . I achieved some loca l notor i ety 

among pa l s at the Milford. perhaps I can be p a rdoned f o r referri ng 

a ga in t o the puff-adder capture . As I wa s jogging bac k to our came 

from our little t u mbl i ng creek swimm ing hole late one afternoon, 

weari ng nothing b u t my bath towel, a strange, ye llow- tan snake 

slithered across the t r a il j ust ahead of me . I promptly slacpe d my 

towe l dow n o n h im , and he j ust a s promptly turne d o n h is bac k and 

la y still . This was a new snake act to m8 as I had a lread y 

co llected one live ratt l er, one mi lk snake, and several garter 

sna kes, whic h I had imprisoned in camp , in a three by three dry 

goods bo x wi th a screen top . I thoug ht perha p s I had miraculousl y 

s tunned h im. Anywa y, I r e ache d do wn quickly and grabbed him by the 

tail , li fted him up, and star ted sw i ng i ng him arou nd my head. He 

was trying to be nd his head toward me, whereupon I v iolently s lammed 

him to the g round . This rea lly stunned him, and mad e i t poss i b l e 

f o r me t o grab him just back of his head . As I pic ked uc the t o we l 

with my other hand , I felt the snake draw i ng in his breath , in sp i te 

o f my gr iP. He seemed t o be at l east f our i nches t h ic k. when he 

decided to exhale. I got some o f this awfu l stench square in t he 

f ace I was running t o ward camp. BY the time I reached the snake 

box, o nly a hu ndred yards o r so a way , he had wrapPed h i s s lithery 

tail around my arm in a quite fl a ttened co ndition . One o f t h~ boys 
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saw me coming a nd sl i d back the sc r eened t o p, allowing me to 

literally scrape that acr obatic contortion i st off my nervous arm . 

Dropping on top of the other snakes didn't seem to frighten t he 

new arrival in the least. Around and a r ound he went o n top o f t hem 

all, with utter abandon, and just as I was f ear ful that the little 

rattlesnake would rattle the end o f his ta i l off, the derelict 

flopped over on his back . Dead? We thought h8 was dead; t ha t is, 

all except Bacon, a Pennsylvania resident . While other students 

were conjecturi ng that I had choked t he new sna ke by so severely 

bring ing it in that it had exp i red in the thr oes o f death, Bacon 

said, "No ! No ! J ust s tep back a litt l e and keep quiet . He's 

probab l y just playing possum" . 

Sure enough , the puff adder, as Bacon called it, soon started 

t o turn it's head e v e r so slightly, th8n flopped over on i t ' s belly 

and just rested . Bacon no w suggested that we t ake it out , drop it 

on a clear place o n the g round , and the n form a wide circle and see 

what would happen . With two sticks, o ne q u ite hooked. I managed to 

g ingerly l ift our late specimen out of the box and him ! 

The snake must have turned in mid air. because when he l a nded . 

his sh iny belly t~as uppermost. Bacon caut i oned us to be very quite 

and patient . It wasn ' t more than t hree or f our minutes till the 

head turned very s l owly and one eye opened . Seeing no l i fe in the 

surroundings, the snake scales at the ne ck started turning ver y 

slow l y with the head and it was a repeat of the former box 

performance . Over he flopped with a running start for elsewhere. 

Down came Bacon's stick just a f ew fee t ahead o f him , and in a 

flash. he was belly-up again. Somebody g0t a bucket of water to see 

how long he would s t ay immersed. Some undertoo k timing these Possum 
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pranks with watches, but I don't recall the figures. Anyway, it 

was a scientific d ivers ion. 

Ot her diversions in th i s camp incl uded baseball games with the 

Bi ltmore town nine , and other nearby teams, as well as evening 

song f ests , o ften with mY mandolin accompaniment. I had been to the 

St . Louis World ' s Fair just pr i or t o our camp open i ng , and brought 

back the "Hootchy Kootchy" melody, wit h some vivid descriptions, 

wh i ch i nspired one of our group, Pearson by name. to suddenly burst 

f o r th from his t ent. draced i n nothing but a bath towel, and started 

the group with hip wiggling , supposedly sensuous, contort i ons 

lacking . however , the voluptuous curves of the St . Lou i s Fa i r 

or i g ina l . Even so, he was Little Egypt around came from then on . 

MAUNDER= What did you do whe n you graduated from Yale? 

FROMME : Well, the re were about 15 o f us who received c ivil service 

acpo intments a s forest assistant at a salary of $1,000 p e r year, 

which look qu ite magnanimous then . We were d i rected to come to 

Chief Forester Clifford Pinchot's off i ce in Wash i ngton, D.C. for 

abou t two weeks spec i a l train i ng in f orest administration duties: 

forest supervisor offic e procedure; how to use t he three-shift 

Ol iver typewr i ter, in case we should happen to be cons i gned to a 

forest which emp l oyed no clerk; and a multitude of do's and don ' ts 

f rom Mr . Pinchot, personal l y, in our attitude toward our exoected 

e nvironment , human and otherwise . 

A few were to a u gment crews a lr eady working o n determining and 

p ost i ng the boundaries of newl y created national f orests from the 

public domain in the west . Most of us were to serv e unde r forest 

supervisors , of whom wer8 a f e w f o rme r po l itical a p o 0i nte es in the 

Department of the Interior. These supe rvi s ors wer e no w assi g ne d t o 
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the Departme nt o f Agriculture because o f t he transfers o f t he for est 

reserves to na tional f 0 rest status. We were g iven some i nsight i nto 

t he General Land Offi ce sur veys and descr i ptions; and into laws 

governing homeste ad acquisition . We were li kel y to find s o me abuses 

because ne w cla ims o f this sort were no l onger permitted on nat ional 

forest land . No such claims we r e permitted prior t o the enact ment 

o f the June 11, 1906 prov i so, pertaining to certain small areas 

with in the na tional forest b o unda ries which mi ght be classified as 

more valuable f or agricu ltural use tha n forestr y and no t needed for 

fores t administrat i on. (Forest Ho mestead Act of 1 1 J une 1906, 34 

Stat . 233). 

We we re a lso g i ve n insig ht into the i nstructi ons sent t o the 

various supervisors to whom we were assi g ned, as to the use o f our 

services i n f orest protection duties . Such duties i nc luded f i r e 

prevention, f i re fighting and illegal timbe r cu tting. The 

supervisor wa s t o utilize our techn ical t ra ining t o his and o u r best 

advantage on possible tree p lanting and ti mbe r mapping and sales . 

We we re shown the advantages of topographic mapping f o r timber 

sales areas and how to use hatch ing where c ontour i nformation was 

not i n suffi c ient detail for showing elevation lines . This sort o f 

help was often suppl i ed by young fellows j ust ou t o f school one ye ar 

a hea d of us . If they had e xperience i n the Fa r West I was 

particularly interested, but if their experience was o n something 

like lumber studi e s i n t he s outhern Appalachians . I became bored and 

restless . I had had all the experience I c raved during t he summers 

o f 1903 and 1Q05 i n dodg i ng rattl esnakes . copperhe ads, and 

suspi c i ous, menac ing moonshiners . It mig ht be il lum i nat i ng to 

menti o n a personal e xperience or t wo, wh i ch befell me in t he s ummers 



29 

of 1903 and 1905. 

In 1903 I was strictly on my own, but had a s certa ined fr om 

calling at the Col umbus, Ohio off i ce o f the W. M. Ri tter Lumber 

rompany , that I cou ld be sure o f get t i ng emoloyment if I s hou ld call 

on the c ompany employment offi ce a t Hurley, We s t Virg i nia . My main 

j ob at Hurl e y was ba ili ng wide yellow p opl ar boards wi t h me ta l 

strips f or ocea nic s hipments. One warm, sunny a fte rnoon , a s t ra nger 

in the customary wi de, flat, black f e lt hat of that r eg i on. sl ipped 

UP to the straw boss wi th whom I was work i ng and coaxed him off a 

f ew f e et for a qui et snip from a b o t t l e of white moon and a 

seem i ngly ser i ous wh i s pered conversation, t hen slun k away. My boss 

and work partne r then tipoed me off t hat t here would l ike l v b8 s ome 

f eud shooting directly after work that evening , and it would i nv o l ve 

Hal Hall . the young man whose bed I wa s shar i ng i n one of the 

c ompa ny board ing houses . He suggest ed that I sliP int o t he mi ll at 

o nce and ti p off Ha ll, who was working at a small cu t off saw, tha t 

the blacksm i th i n a near by shed would be loaded wit h a rifle and t he 

help of a certain p i stol - shooting cousin t o knock him off as he l e ft 

the mi l l. My strawboss partner Q . T ' d to me tha t he liked Hal l 

better than the recent ca l ler; besides, he didn ' t t h ink i t f a ir t o 

sneak up on Hal l without warni ng. Hall appear ed to immediately 

savvy mY delivered tip and grunted what I assumed wa s thanks as he 

shut of f his check ou t . I ca n ' t s ay that I wa s we ll acquainted with 

Hal l. e ven thoug h I had been sharing the s a me bed wit h him f o r t wo 

weeks or more . He was v e r y closemouthed , e xcect o n Sunday 

a ft er noons, when he would g~t swacked wi th s o me o f t he white mule, 

wh i ch he kep t under our bed. He would then swagger a rou nd the 

place. bur s t ino f o r th every now and t hen wit h a d e cided. but 
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s0rnewhat wobb l y "ahhm t hat ba- - a d Hall f 1-om Ka i n - tuckY !" (the l a st 

t wo s y ll ab les in extra l oud, q u i ck stac cato ) . Well, sure e no ugh ! 

Just as the mi ll closi ng wh i stle bl ew, a nd s o me of the ea r ly b i rd~ 

were bolting out the main doors. incl ud ing yours trul y , t h e r ifl e ­

shooti ng blacksmith and hi s p istol - pac king booze p a l spi e d Hall ou t 

in fro n t o f o u r little s hack all read y to shoot it out . T he t h r ee 

o uns cracked and t he mi l l crowd f e l l b a c k. l e aving one o f t he ir 

adva nce numbe r squi r ming briefl y o n t h e g round. Tha t stooped t h e 

f eud for that daY . 

The f a tality was carried i nto the company sha c k nex t to t he 

Hall - Fromme abode , where i t was soon de termine d tha t he had d i e d 

f rom t h e r i fl e s hot . and t he r e was t alk b y s o me o f h i s f r i e nd s o f 

l y nch ing t he c ompany blacksmith. Bu t word came back s hort l y t ha t 

the b lac ks mith and his cisto l pa l hBd van ished. Later, someone 

volunt eered t o hunt the follow i ng d a y for an u nderta ke r and a 

s her i f f d o wn the tracks i n Hu rleY. 

Th e o l d bed d i d n ' t look any too inviting t o me t hat ni g ht , but 

since t he others r e tired u nconcernedl y , I b lew o u t the por c h 

lante rn, sl i pped into t h e room, lowe r e d the one wind ow , and o o z ed 

wel l dow n under t he c o v e rs . I had har dly dozed o ff when I h~ a rd t he 

window be i ng stealthil y opened . Cou l d it be t h e b l acksm i th o r his 

p istol p a l l o o king f o r Ha ll ? Then t he b8 d st ar ted s ha king. but I 

guess that was me . De sperately , I l i fted t he edo e o f t he b l a nke t . 

bu t al l I saw wa s Stygi an dar kne ss . MY nose, however. pi c ked uc a 

whiff o f s t a l e c or n liquor , and I sense low mutt e r ed cursi ng and 9 

qrop i ng a r ound t h~ f loor and wa lls . Muster i ng mY couraoe. I 

wt isoe r ed , "I s tha t y ou Ha ll? " "S he t Ye r dam n mou t h" came a huskv 

Th is I did . au i te pront o , Lu.t j1.1st ash.:,:, sta1· ted out the 



31 

window. he did me the honor of saying , "S'l o ng, kid. Ahm go i ng ' uc 

th' holler . " 

I wasn't f !at tered with the kind of stuff . coming f -om a 30 - year o ld 

to a young man who would reach 2 1 wi thin a week . b u t I certain lv was 

I n t he mo rning , I f o und t ha t I was a l so reli e ved o f a 

brand new pai r o f long wool, baby-bl u e underwear drawers a nd a a ood 

razor strap . I had just pu r chased the l o ng drawers a t t he comcanv 

comm i ssary as flea protect i o n pajamas to wear in t he nar row-gauae 

rai l road sleecing car bu n k a t t he l ogg i ng came. 

I might me n tion one eye open i ng experience a t the wo oden 

r8i lr oad l ogg i ng j ob. As I wa s starting UP a l og- snaking draw one 

morn ing , wi th my axe, peavey and sledge hammer o n my shoulder , the 

, a il r oad c o nstruction f o reman y,,dled o u. t . "Hev l<etchuc. come here 

11,1i t h vour axe. " The nickname of "Ke t chup" in this came came f o r my 

procens itY f o r pepcer i ng t he putrid p ork with gobs of comme rcial 

ketc hup . As I responded t he f oreman g a v e me a sou i r t o f t obacco 

j u i ce on a t wo by f o ur wood e n ra il just a f e w i n~hes above t he po int 

where it had rece ived damages. "Cut 'er off there," he said . 

"Thanks f o , t he comol iment. " I r espo nded, "I'm not a par t of your 

crew , b u t tha t woul d n 't bother me, i f I cou ld do the kind o f job 

YOU t,Ja nt. " "Give me t he a xe" and he carefull y e ved the f r eshly 

sharpened bit. It was t he double bi t t ype, a nd I had caref u ll y 

wo,ked over t he edge on the c c mPany bi cycl e gr i ndstone that very 

mor ning . Apcarently i t met with his approva l as ~e swung it hioh 

above h is head and came down with a heavy swoop and c ut the two bv 

fo ur excect f o r a sliver a t a lower corner; t his sl ive r was severed 

bv a second swice in exactly t ~e same scot. slicing t he eart~ as he 

ha nded me back the a xe . 
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I n the s um mer o f 1905. after receiving 3n a coointment as 

student assi stant, $25.00 per month a nd evpe nses . I , a l ong with f ive 

o the r forestr y - minded students , reoorted to John S. Hol mes at 

Swannanoa. N .C . j ust a f ew miles south of Asheville. Ho l mes was 

later state f o rester f or Ke ntucky . Fo r a cou pl e o f wee ks in an 

ac tive l o g g i ng ocer ation we counted and measured t he l ogs cut f rom 

indivi d ua l trees, wh ich we listed by d i ameter breast h i g h on certai n 

print ed f o rms . This i nformation was to be used in t he Washinoto n 

o ff i c e in d eveloping v olume t ables, as an aid i n timber c r uis ing. 

After this training we were di s patched i n pa i rs to othe r l ogg ing 

ope r a tions in the southern Appalach i an Mountains. I t was unde rstood 

that we were to wire Ho lmes we wer e a bou t to c a t ch up with t he 

f a l lers and buckers. so that he could d irect us to other jobs . 

After anot her t hree or f our weeks we wer~ s c lit up to wo r k si nql v. 

A.D . "Bi r d" Read a nd I worked o ut o f P ineola, N.C . f o r about 

t hree weeks . bef o re runni ng short of f resh l ogs. Th i ~ was another 

W.M. Ritter Lumber Comcany o perat i on, t he same outfit whi ch had 

~mcloyed me in 1903 at a sa l ar y f rom 90 cents t o $1.25 per dav, 

including board and lodg ing, near Hurley, We s t Virg inia. 

One Su nday evening , we dec i ded to brave an old-fa s h i oned 

revival in a small P ineola c hurc h , where the sinners qo for ward . 

wail out t ~e ir sins. repent, p r omi se t o he ncefort h walk the straight 

a nd narrow and s traig htawa y get saved, mak i ng sure, howev~r, to d r op 

s ome coins i n t he ~mal l t i n bucket . Business WAS just star~inq to 

boom, whe n my e yes spotted a n o l d , f a mili a r figure stumbli ng f o rwar j 

u nder an unmistakab l e l o ad o f 9q proof. I has t ily whiscered to 

Read, "That ' s the old d r unken . ri f l e s hooti ng blacksmith o f Hurley . 

West Virg i n i a. that I saw 2 ~oot and ki ll an i n no c~nt rn :11 ha nd in 
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1903; let's l isten to his confession." 

"Oh. ----", he 1<Jailed. "The 1<Jh is key devil gets into me and 

makes me beat up my innoce nt wife and children . I'm a peaceful man. 

oh Lord. Ain't never done nobodv no harm. but when that whiskey 

devi l rides me--Oh, my suffer'n old woman n ' innocent kids-- help me. 

h~lp me . " Then f ollowed a n apparent gush of t ears a s t he revi val ist 

prayed over him . 

"The old scound1·el, let's wa i l till he comes out, " I r1:.>ma r f<ed 

to Read . We were plan t ed under the blazing gas lame outs ide the 

ent ran~e as the crowd emer ged. "Hello Hur l ey, " I remarked in a 

rather gladsome t one, as the old 1903 rifle- shooting l iar brushed 

past me. "Huh, " r18 grunted. h<?sitated a mome nt . qavS> me a pie1· cin9 

squint and then swung immediately awav, d i v i ng into the g loom . as he 

almost bowled over several people . Read was wa i ting in the 

background. wonder i ng i f he was going to be obligated to drag mY 

supine body awaY. I f~lt a bit s haky mysel f afterward a nd wondered 

if I d i d such a smart aleck thing, for, a s Read had remarked, "T he 

old buzz ard mi ght ae t t he not i on that we w~r e plain clothes 

detectives, f e rret ing him out . " 

we were almost through here. 

I was beginning to feel g l ad tha t 

Several other unfor gettable events occurred i n 1905 b~fore we 

left the Southern Appa lach i ans. As I was finishi ng a t Pineola . 

Holmes wir~d me t o go to a l ogg ing works out of Bristol, Tennessee . 

To my d i smay, I found that there the wood crews were be i ng worked 

twe l ve hours a dav . This wasn't my idea of proper human treatment. 

and I refused to trail along by lantern light i n the morning and 

return in the gloomino night. The head woods b 0ss 9 eve me a ~ind o ~ 

lef~- hand compliment one day f or climbing to a hiqh, out -of the way 
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soot to ge t t he log measur e ments on a single dow n tree. He fo l l o wed 

t hi s bY ,emar ki ng, "I guess: ;-ou Hoos i ':?',s don ' t cate, rnuch to thjs 

gett i ng ' up to eat breakfast by cand l elig ht. so as ~o trail a 

bobb ing lante,n to work. and I don 't blame you. as lonq as vou don 't 

have to . Anyway , you get around purty good f or t he scatter ed logs . 

e ut you don't seem t o be s o ,est l ~ss as a l o ng-l~qged younq f ~llow 

who was down here fr om Ya le a couple years back . Say ! He looed uo 

and down these hills l ike a couple o' bi,d dogs, fe,ritin' out ev ' ry 

h idden l og as though they wuz dol l a , bills. Maybe you'll r u n across 

h im somet ime. if h~ stops l o nq enouqh . Name wuz Gr eeley, Bill . I 

th in k . " 

During t he t h,ee weeks t hat I was collectinq volume t a bl e 

fi gur e s in t h is Tennessee camo, there we re t wo c ases of serious 

rattlesna ~e bite . in s ci t of t he f a ct that t he wor ~0,s s eemed t o be 

more constantly cau t ious than any othe r clace I ever wo, ked . The 

14- i nch t oe woods shoes wh ich I wore we re c o nsta ntly being c a lled 

rattlesnake boots , although my purpose in wear i ng them was t o 

pr otect mv shins f rom uneven f ootina and save mv trouser legs from 

constant tearing. 

One o f t he t wo s na~e bites was fat a l within l ess than 24 hours. 

This haccened to a man in his s i xties, who wa s employe d in carting 

~anbar~ f r om dr y inq piles t o a l oading po i nt on the l ogging ,ail ,oad 

for tra nsportation to tanning mills. The bark had been stricced 

f rom tanbark oak i n the seri ng when t he sac was runn i ng and piled i n 

layers to dry i n the sun. Some o f the piles would get h i gher tha n a 

man' s h~a d . w whjch wa s t he cese in the f atal bite. The man r0ac hed 

above his e ve level to remove the slab 0 f sunn i ng bark. not know i ng 

t~at a l a r ge rattl er had 2el ect0d that i~entical slab f or slu~ber . 
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The man was str uck i n the cheek just below o ne eye, and t ~e onl y 

med ic ine this came seemed co have was wh i skey , wh ich o f course . 

ser ved no pu rpose than to probabl y make hi m f o r get what s truc k him. 

The o ther sna ke bit c ase hapcened i n my sight. a nd I go t into 

the act so far as k il l i ng the ratt l e r, but it was t he husband of t he 

b i t ten lad y who sucked the ve no m fr om t he wound with his mouth, 

sc itting i t out promptly . without any apparent i l l eff ects. The 

v i ctim was the coo k's wi fe, who lived in a company cottaqe located 

oocosite an ocen window wher e I was precar i1g some of my l og 

meas urement sheets f o r mail i ng to Wash inq t o n . S he was return i no t o 

her ouar ters go i ng baref oot ed as usua l . She ma y have stecced on t he 

sna ke wh i ch was lu r king in the grass, or a t least walked closed 

enoug h t o f righten i t i nto action. I t su nk i ts f enqs into her bare 

leq j ust abov e the ank le and p r omptly b r ouoht f o rth a scr eam . 

Fo rtuna tely, I had a cane improvi sed f rom a s tout tree limb. which I 

had been carrying a r o und as a walk i ng ai d , and a good belt wi th that 

made the snake let go. 

The chief medicine, aga i n, was wh is key. and as I wa s s ayi ng my 

good- byes to all o f the coo k c rew tha t a fternoon before c li mb i ng on 

a l oad o f logs f o r t r3nsportati on to Br istol , the snake b i te vict i m 

was fi g hti ng her way out a d runken fog. 

I was l eav ing because o f another tel egram f rom Ho l mes to d roo the 

Tennessee job and hu rr y to t he l i t tl e ra il road wh i s tle s t oc west of 

Asheville call0d Balsam, Nor th Carolina . The wi r e s aid that I was 

t o reclace Barring t o n Mo ore, who ha d bee n called home bv s i ckness in 

his f amilY. Moore was also a Ys le msn but n0 t the, in the f or0st 

schoo l. However, he was one of our orig ina l si x and apcarent lY was 

leaving a l a r ger ocerat i on t han the job I ha d had i n T0nne~s~~ - I 
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was i nstructed t o ta ke room a nd board with a certain &amilv whose 

~ame I have forgotten . 

As I got off t he train J9te Sunda y afternoon . I was sur pr ised 

to see some twenty t o thir ty men loaf i ng around the station and onlv 

one pa ssenger getti ng off. Howeve r , before I had tim~ t o 

con j ec t ur e, a 13- yea r-old boy rus hed u o, grabbed my q r ip and said. 

"F.oll o vJ ffi""' " i,J0 1,J e r e 1,J a l king alo ng the t rack while t he train t-Jas 

Pulling out . I thought , "Tha t ma n Holmes! Wha t a gu y f o , detail!" 

I had been wondering i f I would have diff i cu lty locating mv new 

boa, d i ng house in this mountainous a r e a o f patchy b,ush , trees, and 

spar s e s ett lement . The l a d started dow n a na r row f 00t t r ail . 

head i ng throug h the brush t oward a weathe r ed lookinq, small sclit-

sha ke and cole cottage. I s tooped him l o ng enough t o ask a 

ouestion . " Wha t is that rathe r l a r g e and artistic l ook i ng buildin0 

fu)·the1· alo ng th0 t 1·ack. " H•? repli e d . "That 's the hotel where Mr. 

Moor e t..ias stay i ng LsJ hen the>' ran hi m o u t o f town . " 

"Ran him out of town." I r is,peated i nquiri n9ly. "':,ure . don't 

you k:nol..i abou t that ? " "No, l..ihat was the troubl>:!?" "l.Jai t a nd ask 

M0m. " he s a id . Then he continued . "It was dark at night . so they 

trailed him only 3 hal f mile bac k do wn t he railroad where he sho0k 

'em off . jumced down the bank and slipped bac~ to our plac e. and 

asked if he coul d s t ay overnight so as to c a tch the tra in back to 

Asheville i n the morn i ng. He l et t hat gun- totin' bunch t h in k he was 

walkin ' back to Haz e l wood . " 

Mom was rather tough to unlimber, but a fte r I had braqoed UP 

her cnrnbread, she gave me t he ~traight story . because I checked 

with ~arrinqton Moore when I got back t o New Yaven a : ew wee~s 

late, . ! t seems that Barrington was trying to ta~e a bat~ o n a late 
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Saturday afternoon in his open- wi ndowed, lower floor room , sLand i ng 

with one leg in a bucket of s uds, no ac t ual b?th tuh b0inq 

avai l able--when he craved t o be an irresistible tar get for a smal l 

boy _ The child was a scoiled brat grandson of an old. pompous, a nd 

aoparent l y wealthy Florida judge who had made this board and batten 

retreat his s u mmer home f or several years. The kid eauicoed himself 

wi th rotten a coles and r ipe tomatoes and started exerc i si~g his 

pitching arm. Ba rrington promct l y gave wa rninqs of dire 

consequences if hostilities d i dn ' t c ease immediatel y_ ~bou t t hen, a 

Parti cu la r ly eoggy tomato go t hi m i n t he ear. Into his pants he 

lit. r aced out the door . caught the k i d, ucended him. and cave him 

"something to remember me bv . " The conseouent howling brought 

g randpa a n d several cohor ts to the resc ue . post haste. T he l i t tle 

brat was f ar f r om killed. accordinq t o Mom. bu t hi s cont i nued 

l imcing, wailing, and 1~himpering conv i nced the j udae that t he was 3t 

least half massacred . 

That evening . l ed by the judge , a committee of five o r f i x 

stalwarts--self styled, self- r i ghteous c itize ns, mostly ho t el 

handouts o f l o cal yokel t y pe - -pushed t he i r way into Moore's bedroom 

carrying firearms o f various shape and calibe r to emohas i ze thei r 

order that he must start wal ki ng the railroad ties b8ck to t he next 

town tonight. They had the railroad agent with them to sell Moore a 

ti_ket. so t ha t his baggage could be c hecked o ut on the fir st train 

in the mo rning . There was to be no compromise . Thev would wait now 

for him to get dressed and thev would accompany him part of he way . 

Barring ton t old me in New Haven that they would listen to no 

evplanations f rom him. but kect checking the conditio~ of t~~ir 

artillerY . wh i le he was d ressi ng . Whe n ~e entreated them to Permit 
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him to get some s l eep on the Prom i se o f taking the first t rain out 

in the morn i ng. one Pistol packing patr i o t roared o u t . "Shet uc! Git 

• I go1n9 . Down t h ' track toni ght!" "Sa \/e ye r breath fer h i king ' ." 

said ano t her . So he had cuite a solicitous bodyguard until t ~eY got 

t i red o f h itting the t i es, permi tti ng him to abando n th i s further 

s er vice and sneak b-'=lck t hrough t he brush on h i s ot,rn . 

When I labor i ously climbed uc about 2.000 fee t the ne x t morning 

t o mY log measuring task, I f o und t hat these men wer0 Part o f t~e 

grouc of rubber necks a t the s t at i on whe n my train came i n . They 

w~r e scoilinq for a knock down and drag out fig ht wi t h t he hote l 

crowd o\/e r t he news o f Moore's expul s i on . They l iked h im ver y much 

and y ear ned t o wreck vengeance when t he i nc i den t rea~hed ca mp . Th is 

coo l ed o ff suddenly whe n I a r riv ed. they fe l t sure tha t I had been 

sent there b y Washinqton to investigat~ and st art action t o puni sh 

the ho t e l bas t ards . as they called t he gu n- tot i nq committee . One 

strawboss wouldn't be co nv i nced t hat I was not t~er e gathe r i nq l og 

measure ments merely as a ruse and o ff e red t o he lc me ''gathe r the 

di rt in b l ack and white t 0 put t he overbe aring bastards b~hind 

bars." Word a l so reached me throug h Mom , who hob nobbed wi th t he 

hote l ~itc h~n he lo . that the judge and his gang were doing s o me 

worried talk i ng . Because o f my youthf u l appearance, I found it har d 

to bel ieve they were a fraid of me. I was almost wish inq that I had 

brought my ma keup kit along to add some wr in kles . hea\/Y, black brows 

3nd mustac he . The old j udg e a~ t ua ll v went out of is way to c o ntact 

me at the stat ion Post off i ce wi t h in a wee k o f my arriva l to s aY in 

verv hushed tones. "A ve1· y u nf or t u na t e a nd re<;n-et::.abl e incid-?nt 

o ccurred t hr o u ah a misunder sta nd i nq wh i le Mr . Moor e was a resident 

of tho? hote l rl?c-entlY. " w<?, wondered if I could -:iive him t 1, e f·orn<:: 
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address of Mr . Moore and his New Haven superior officer . I told him 

to merelv address Bar r ington Moore. care of the Yal e School o f 

Forestrv . and not t o bother about his boss. 

Mom was tick l ed Pink whe n I told her this news. Poe just 

grinned and went toward the open window to squir e out a chaw of 

Horseshoe , his brand of "chaw". The older 18- year - old dauahter 

admitted t o chewing s~oose now and t hen. but the 1~-year-old 

adrni tted favor i ng "store chew i n' gum. " ,.ihen she could ge t hold o f a 

pennv . 

Both girls were extreme l y shy . as least in mv presence. 

althouqh the older one had a Sears-Roebuck mandolin, which Mom said 

the g irl never touched after the f irst week or so . It was a welcome 

f ind to me. even t houqh i t was cheap and refused to stay in exact 

t.une . ( I had been olaYinq firs t ma ndolin f ive ,'0a,· s with the PurdL1e 

and Ohio State Mando l in and Guitar clubs . ) Mom volunteered the 

inf or mation that her oldest daughter . who was mar ri ed and had one 

baby. p l ayed the quitar qu i te fluently and that her husband sang to 

her ~hordinq , 3nd that they would be pay i ng a visit the neYt week. 

She hoced tha t I woul d st il l be with t hem, so we could try the 

mandol in and gu i tar together . That app8aled t o me. but when I 

thought o f the limited t hree smal l r ooms, all i n a row . side by 

side. with the o n l v access t o each be i no a door from t he lono. 

narrow veranda faci ng the entire length of t he house. I wondered 

where the vi sitors wou ld bed down . Morn evidentlv 9nticicated mv 

inquiry , before I had t he nerve to ask She said . "Of course, 

it'll crowd us a bit. but you 1,Jon't b0 bothered . 'c-3us8 vou can 

sleec wi th the boy just as you.'\/e been doing. The airls L-iill ha.1-.18 

t o g ive uo their room , in the middl~. but we ca n bed them d(wn jn 
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kind- a narrow, even when opened UP , but they're both sk i nny . " 

The two d o uble beds , occu cied by Po p a nd Mo m and the bo v a nd me 

butted agai nst each other along the inner wall . whi c h was the 

partition b0tween room Nu mber 3 a nd Nu mber 2 . as thev were 

des i g nated; the kitche n was Number 1 . 

Morn also a dded, "I don ' t think the g irls 'll bother y o u . 

sleep i ng in here wi th us, 'cause t hey go t o bed earlY, while you ' ll 

be wo r ki n' yo ur log f igures onto them g o v e rnment s ~eets settin' 

th,s,re by the sewing mach i ne." ( I t h i nk she ,..ias p roud c,f the fact 

t hat I used the l id e nd of he r s ewinq mechine as a writing desk . 

even thoug h the o n !Y light she could supp l y was the f3m i lY lanter n. ) 

~~ to the shy gi r ls, I f o und after they moved i nto room number 3 . 

that t hey considered sleeo i ng o n t he turned down couc h a kind o f a 

l 9 rk . As I wo r ked at the sewing ma ch i ne desk I c o uld hardlv helc 

from notic i nq t hem a s t hey gigg l ed in pull ing eac h ot her's one ciece 

d ress over the i r heads and t hen jumped i nto bed. mo dest l y i ncased in 

their Mu nsingwear unio n sui t underwear. I o nce noticed t hes e 

a arments chec k marked i n the ocen Se ar - Ro ebuck catalog, whic h I 

often had to move f r om mY sew i ng mach i ne d e sk . Ther e was another 

s u ch c-ataloa i n the £mall house at the rr-,ar of t he yard . v1hich 

croved that Sears- Roebuck was t ruly a godse nd in these 

circumst ances . 

Wi th the oldest d 0 u9hter. husband and babv in number 2. we were 

qui t e cozi ly set uc dur i ng that v i s i t i ng week, wi th the excect i on 

f o r some occasional baby Yowls . 

On Sunda v afterno on, we had a music a l par t y . The oldest 

dauqht e r l-J8S 01.1i te clever at. cu itar chor ding t 0 -: he ma nd olin o,· 
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vo ice. and I trad ed minstrel a nd musical c omedy . and colleqe sonos 

for mountain and moo nshine ballads . Sever al o f our v isitor s ' l o cal 

f r i ends were invited to jo in in this songfest and waterme l on f e ast . 

Sometimes I fe l t d isappoint ed tha t I hadn't been s ent t o Balsa m 

earlier. so that I mi g ht have e n joyed a room t o myself i ~ the 

a ttr ac tive, rustic hote l . However, it was something to wri~e home 

a bou t.to be accepted so intimate l y i n the private l i ves of a true 

hi l lb illy family. The boy and I devo ted most o f t wo Sundays 

oathering chestnuts. I sent a l a rqe g unnysac k f i l led with them to 

New Haven, but there wer e enoug h wormy ones t o c ontaminate t he last 

third of the sac k. Chestnut. bY t he way, suoclied t he best l ook ing 

logs on the logging job I wa s on . The white firs 3lso averaged 

ouite good. Al l l oo s nak ing was bY oxen, often bv teams . 

Whe n I go t back to sc hoo l t hat fall , Barring t o n Moore and I 

en joyed recounting the af termath of h is a l most s e rious conseauence 

o f spanking the tomato throwing b rat . He had rece i ved letters from 

bo th the old judge a nd the sheriff of Jackson County. at Syl va. as I 

remember. The jud g e had determined tha t t he gr andson had suffer ed 

no se r ious conseouences. and he verY much r8gretted t he whol~ 

incident . The sheriff wrote t ha t he would li ke very muc h to Punish 

the "out- of -state judge and his stupid cohor ts" f o r ass umi ng to tak~ 

the law into thei r own hands. He considered it a d isgrace to 

Jackson County a nd t he ent ir e state . He j u s:t wanted thr:- "go ahead" 

wo r d from "Mr . Moore ~o round u p the entire ganq " f or prosecution . 

and 1,ianted to know if he could "count 0 '""1 Mr . Moore 's pr-ssence ." 

Moore answered i t. "forget it." 

MAUNDER: Tho~e sout he rn Ap calachian ex periences undoubtedly he l ped 

to rou nd you out f~r fores t contacts and duties e lsewher e la t e r on. 
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Wha t was your ass i gnment a ft e r t he seve r al wee ks training in Mr . 

Pinchot 's 0ffice? 

FROMME: I was i nstructed t o report t o the 2~cer visor of t he P r i ~st 

Ri ver National Forest. under the Department o f Agriculture. One 

Year previously i t was known as the Forest Reserv~ De c artment of t he 

Interior. The supe r v isor 's headquarters was i n Priest River o f 

northe rn I daho. on the great Northe rn Railroad. 

MAUNDER: What do you remember a bout that fir st ass i g nment? 

FROMME: Plenty. As I got off t he train at t h i s whistle stoc. it 

l ooked to me as thou~ h t he litt le town had just emerged fr o m t he 

f o r est pri m<:>val . I coul d see the entire business district f yom the 

rai lr oad station, a nd there acpeared to be more stumps than fr a me 

buildings . and it was a b o u t the size o f one a veraqe city b l ock . One 

o f the b u ilding s was as mu c h as two stories hiq h, wi t h a s i qn 

extendinq over the p lank side walk , rea ding "Gowa nlcc k ' s G~neral 

Merchandise ". 

The s t ation a aent directed me to the f o rest s u per v i sor . Ben 

McConnel l' s off i ce by point i ng to t he board walk , which butted up 

aoa inst t he railroad area , a nd saying, "Just f 0llow this to Harvey 

Wr ight's saloon ~t the end of the block, and vou will fi nd Be n 's 

0 f fi c e in the sma l l three-room frame building just cat~r - corner. 

across the road . "Bu t ." he added. "Bette r look i n 3t Ha, 11ey 's , Ben 

may b e t her e as it's purtY ea1- l Y yet f or hi m -: o be i-, his officl? ." I 

didn' t look in a t Harvey 's for the main reaso n that I d idn't know 

80n b y sight. Besides I was l oaded down with a duf ~ le bag bulging 

1~i th back-eas t woodsc lothes a nd oersona l items hano i nq ~r om one 

shoulder , and in the other hand graspi ng a mando li n enscon~ed i n~ 

leat her case. wh i ch was plastered wi th st i ckers and labels of fi ve 
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years' concert tours wi th mandol in, guitar and o lee clubs. 

A sheet of paper tacked on the front door read . "Gone to the 

Lake . " but no word as to wha t lake or the crobable date f or return. 

~Q r rested my bagqaqe and looked around a bit. I heard the ~litty­

kla~ of lady ' s high heels com i ng down the boardwal k . I olanced 

across the road and sensed t hat she was oiving me cuite a goino 

over . She was cuite a ch i c loo k i ng damse l . Since she was wearing 

no hat or coat and t urned in at the l a r ge merchandise s tore. I 

conjectured that she might work there, and promised myse l f to look 

into that cuite soon. 

A ladv next door came out t o sweep her veranda . and as ked if I 

were look i ng f or McConnell . Then s he remarked that he was genera l ly 

u c at Priest Lake during t he summer , but t~at she had seen him just 

a couple of days ago , go i ng across to, and she nodded toward Harvev 

WYight's s aloon. " That plac e i s no good for him . He 2cends t oo 

much ti me there, and when he comes out, sometimes he can hard ly ~taY 

o n h is f eet . I wouldn ' t make it any of mv business, " she continued . 

"but he car r ies a revolve r and likes to shoot at targets o r 

somet hinq. Anyway there's a bullet hole i n mv kitchen t hat I'm sur~ 

came fro m his gun one nigh t when he was shooting around in his 

b~droom. j ust opposite. " T~en. in partinq, she said. "I ' m s ure you 

wi ll like i t uc a t Pr i est Lake and I think you will li~e Mr . 

~~Connell. because he ' s a verY pleasant man when he's awav from t hat 

dive across the road . " 

M~UHDER : That must have been cuite an ear oPener . Di d you get i nto 

the o ffi ce . fi nal l y? 

FROMM E: I didn' have t o 90 pry the back door open. as th~ 

lady suggested. MY ordinarv skeleton key unlocked t he fro n t door. 
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There were two doorway openin9s in the back wall. The l eft one l ed 

t 0 a tinY ki t chen . ecuiPPed with a s ma ll cast-iron c oo k stove . oc en 

shelves nailed to the inner wall to serve as a cuoboard. a lar ge 

wood- bo x . a nd a window, and ou tside door . 

The right door way led into an eight by t en bedroom, with a 

n::.;i1· r o1;i double bed along the i nner viall , a windovJ ooposite and a 

cheap dresser in the rear righ t corner. The left rear corner was 

pa rtitioned off bv a sleazy cur tain ha ng ing f rom a pol0 nailed at 

the ends . This served as a crowded closet. The 1~indow opposite the 

bed ocened ont o t he neighbor's r ear po r c h a nd kitchen . a nd was 

screened by a torn, pull-dow n shade. faced by a badly mishand l ed 

curta in of c heesecloth weighted a t t~e bo tt om by cartr i dges . 

On the mirrored dresser, there was a tr a y ho ldi ng a partly filled 

b0t~ l 0 of whiskey and two stemmed tin cups, which e mitted a stale, 

whiskey odor . There was a l so a large Big Ben alarm clock, to ~he 

t oo ha ndle of which someo ne had attached with baby - blue ribbon. a 

card. reading in de lica te hand\¾1riting, "Big Ben McCo nnel l." 

As l o ng as I hav0 men~ i o ned this alarm cloc k. I'm ac i ng t 0 jump 

ahead of my story right now to relate a startling l y hazardous but 

laughable incident which occurred one cold. wintry morning in th~ 

early spring o f 1907 . I slipPed into the office cuietlv . assuming 

t hat McConnell was probablv stil l a s leeo . I t was in the l a tter ~alf 

o f the month. when h i s check and nor ma l drunken soree we re on the 

1,~i ri. a nd hs t•Jou l d be trYino t.o sober U P. I f ound a f e w l ive coals 

still burning i n the bottom of the large. oval. sheet-iro n heater . 

and had a cheery f ire goi ng i n minutes. I didn't bnt her t o alan~e 

into t he bedroom. but c ou ld hea r McConnell s l e~c i ng rather fitfu lly. 

I ha d been ou i et l v wor king on a timber cruising map at he 
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small table which ser ved for both des k a nd dininq. when all of a 

sudden the large a larm clock started sounding off . I jumoed fr o m mY 

~hair. i ntending to rush into the b9droom to shut o ff the clatter 

bef o r e it would bring the volu nteer fir e department. Bu t I had 

hardly reac hed the bedroom doorway , when I heard Ben thresh around 

in his b e d and yell out, "Fr o\•J uo ye r hands YOU white - faced shon of 

a - --- . " t hen b a ng went ~is . 38 Co lt Au tomati c -- and crash went the 

bu llet-bearing alarm clock a s it toppled around o n the dresser and 

slammed to the f loor. I l oo ked i n a nd saw een st a r t inq to l~ugh his 

head o ff , but he was s wing i ng t h e still loaded gu n around looselv. 

I grabbed the gun f rom his wobblv fingers--and then I could la u gh 

too. BY this time, I wa s Pr o bably shak i ng a bit, but I P ic ked up 

t~e manqled alarm clock. and s hoo k it a bit, but d idn' t bo t her to 

rescue the damaged bullet. I out it bac k o n t he dresser and then 

noti ced that t he mirror hadn 't been damaged a bit. I commended :?-en 

for h is accuracy, esceciall y when j ust coming out o f a two-week' s 

d,· un k . I had known he wa s a good s hot f r om s har ing target p r actice 

with h im dur ing his sober p e riods at the lake. He now wan t ed the 

old Colt back. but I said. "Not till. quittinq t ime tonig h t . I'm 

t.Jo , k ing here the rest o f t he day_" An d I carried the g un , un loaded 

tv now. UP the icY hill to Gowanlock 's f or noon l unc h . 

I don't think I mentioned tha t I ma naged to coax my waY into 

the best home in t o wn f o r r oom and board as winter 2tarted to 

t hreate n that fir st fal l in 190 6. I' ve j umped ahead o f mv stor Y. ~o 

l ~t •s oo bac~ to that unfinished f irst day of my errival i~ Priest 

River. 

While! wa s airinq out t h e smelly little offi ce . I noticed one 

d rawe r o f a n upright letter fi le. (The other drawer was assum~d t o 
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be a t the lake) . I t hought I mi ght ge t some idea as to the nature 

of the business be ino transac ted by r eading some of t he s •Jcerv isor ' s 

corresponde nce and reports . 

There W8re i nouir i es t o buy timber. but t he replies were 

c ons istently t he same; that ''this par t icu l ar reserve was being held 

f or the f uture . " H8 never used t he proper name National Forest. ~ut 

a lway s the Pr iest River Reserve . He ha d i ssued some Free Use 

o➔rmits to settlers in and ne ar t he f 0 rest boundaries f or fuel and 

home c o nstruction, but I never f ound wher e any ra nger had been 

instructed to follow up, to see whether over c utt i ng had o~curred or 

whether the t i mb e r was f r om dead o r i n f e ri or trees as sticula t ed, or 

whe t he r the limbs had been we ll scattered or burned in small Piles . 

There were also a colications to g r aze a f ew c attle o r mi lk cows o n 

small natural meadows, but no f ee was ever charged. McConnell'£ 

repor ts on cattle o r sheep g razi ng to the Washinq ton offi ce were 

BlwaYs. "No applications or possi b l e i nterest. as there are ~o 

na tural meadows and the timber and brush is too dense f o r any 

Poss i ble forage." 

Bu t the f o r est f i r es kect him r u n n i ng night and da y for he l P . 

some o f whi ch was donated, o r the emerge ncy pay vouc hers he was 

sending i n would have been f a r greater . He a nd his t rusty r anaers 

wer e continually c has i ng away timber thieves try i ng to cross the 

posted f orest boundaries. H~ added that all of his men wer0 WPll 

a rmed with automatic six shooters . And I might inter case here th2t 

MrCon nell 1id actually insist t hat each r a nger . and the f orest 

ass istant, prov i de himself with an au t omat ic P i stol of some re liable 

mBnufacture and adeauate caliber. 

automatic , the same as his. 

He he l ped m0 order a folt .38 
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I've strayed awav from the illuminat i ng correspondence files . 

f? ·., fen the heaviest c o r · espondence 1,1as under t he file "M " a nd "W " 

f o r MacIntosh and Wr i ght , Priest Ri ver's t wo saloon keepers . There 

were numerous carbon c o pies of t yped o r d e r s on governme nt stati o nery 

f or o ne or mor e bot tles o f vari ous siz es and strenqth, o r proof , o f 

c0r t ain named wt iskeys or brandies. He d i dn't s 00m t o bother about 

milder wines or even mixers. He always added, "I will ta ke care of 

the charge as soon as mY next government check c0mes i n. Well, 

e no ugh o f this heavy business c orresco ndence f or one dav . I must 

now visit the Gowanlock store and get another and closer look. 

MAUNDER : Di d you lear n the g i rl's name? 

FROMME : Yes , i ndeed . It was Ru b y Go wanlock . on ly dau9hter of W. E . 

Gowanlock, owner of the merc hand ise bus i ness and ge nera l fri end and 

advisor o f all the loggers, settler s and women. wavwar d a nd 

otherwise. in the Priest River environs. As I ent e red. she was 

perc hed up i n a small of f ice area . wor king on statements or 

someth i ng but she t r otte d r i ght down t o wai t o n me . Jus t then . I 

so i ed a peanut roaster. so I asked her how peanuts wer e s e lling. 

She rep lied. "Not too g ood, but we have hopes tha t t he b usi ness t.Jill 

oick uo, now that you ' ve f inally arr i ved. " " t..Jhv? " ssi0 . I . "Hes 

anybody been looking f o r me?" "Yes. " she laug hi n<JlY answered, "the 

whole va lley, b ut especially e e njamin F . Mc Connell . the for~st 

supervisor." "Well." I smi led , f c,r she t.Jas unusually easy o n the 

"I guess I ' m reall v f ound out . without havinq t o introduce 

mvsel f." Th e n I foll owed with. "did you smile at me when vou were 

t, iPcing do1rJ n t f,e sidewalk e a ,·lier th i s rn•:>,· ninq? " " Oh . " 2he 

quipoed. "I wa s d o ing more than smiling . I was lauphinq out loud at 

the fu nny clothes YOU wea r . " I r~alized t ~en t hat I d i d loo~ ouite 
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a bit different from the few men I had glimpsed. I was wearinq the 

latest so-called dus ty derby, a long, flared-tail oranqe plaid coat, 

or jacket . with extra lonq lapels, exaqgerated peg-legqed t rousers 

of v aried grays and brig ht, yel low, bull - nosed Oxfor ds, button type. 

MAUNDER : You were a real d ude . 

FROMME: Comcared with the woodsmen around there. I s u re was. I 

tri~d to explain that these were my t ouring cl o thes f r om the 

Atlanti c seaboard, and that I hoped she woul d not shy away if she 

saw me dressed l i ke a rouoh-neck l ogger s o me dav. When she r~clied 

that she d idn't think that she would become badly friqhtened , I felt 

ha t I was really gettinq on solid ground . but I wanted to know more 

about McConnell just now . and how she happened to know that he was 

expecting me . u nless she was spoofing me. That 's when I g o t to meet 

her father. She had been rea l ly getting her tips from him. and he 

was the one who had t a lked with the suc8rvisor a f e w day s aoo. and 

learned of my coming . Did I fe e l all puffed uc and imcortant wit h 

so many anticipating my arrival? The advantage of beinq a new toad 

in a tiny oond . 

Gowan lock. wh0, by the waY . became my f a ther - in-law a year and 

a hal f l ater, qave me a more favor able impression o f my new boss 

t han I ha d got t en from t he office fil es and nea r by ne i ohbor . H0 

said that McConnell was a real gentleman when sober, very affable . 

cons i derate, and witty, but t hat some oast experience or auirk i n 

his nature made him a slav e to hard d rink. when he cou l d ge t it. I 

learned that the suce rvisor was the son of William J. McConnell. t h e 

first gover nor 0f Idaho, when the territory wa s admitted t o the 

Union . that one o f h is 2everal sisters was the wife o f U .S . Senator 

Borah from Idaho, tha t he, Ben. had a q ood educ9t ion ~n law from 
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was rumored t hat he had once been marr i ed. but had divorced some 

years ago. 

I passed up the ooportunitv f0r f ree l odqinq t ha~ ni qh t in the 

supervisor ' s boar's nest f o r a bed in t he Beardsmore Ho t el on t he 

bank of the Pend d' Oreill River. fl ow ing wes t a bout s ix m:l e s to 

Newcort. Washingto n , the n north into Canada. However. before 

r~tiri nq _ I had a co ngenia l v isit with Ruby , her French- Ca nadian 

mot her and 3 - Year-old brother in their c ommodious residence uphill 

bevo nd the boardwalk . 

The ho rse drawn ma i l, me r chand ise a nd cassenqer staqe reo ui r ed 

most o f the nex t day to cov e r the 2 5 dusty mi l e s to Priest Lake. but 

I fo~nd the w0l ~ome mat out f o r me i n the s ucerv isor• s s ummer 

o ffi ce . McConnell greeted me wi th a cheery smile. bu t I thought his 

ha ndshake a bit shakier than common . and he star t e d eYcusinq his 

bleary eyes to summe r cold . He pointed to a doubl e bed scrinos and 

mattress ~ropced o n f our twel ve i nch blocks o f wood in one r~ar 

cor ner of the 2 0 b y 20 foot log cabin and invi t ed me to be his bed 

guest f or the summer providing I would occupy the half n~xt to the 

wa ll. and no t insist on cotton sheets instead o f wool shee t s, and 

a rmv b lan kets as needed. to which I cromctly a greed. 

After advising that suppe r would b e a little late because o f 

t he larqe mul li gan s tew he had precar ed on the small sheet -i ron 

range in the lean-to ki tchen , introduced me to the three shift 

n l iver tvcewriter . in which he hoped I mig ht qet i nterested . so as 

t o re lieve h i m o f some of the necessar y correspondence. orders to 

rangers aPd insatiab le reports to Wash ington . He sai~ thev s~nt ~jm 

t h i s a year earli e r to take t he clace o f the old scre1~- cr~ss 
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equipment for making d uc licates o r carbons, but they d i dn' t tell him 

what to d o wit h t he o ld thin-sheet, pressed copi es . But he had 

f ou nd them verv use f ul in the li t tle re l i e f s tati o n i n the rear, 

wh ich he p r efer,ed to call "t he Cav•? of t he Winds." "On'? c;;in get 

quite a l ittle information wh i le sit t ing there, on cas t forest 

histo r y of a coup le of previous superint8 nd ents , bef ore putting the 

thi n sheets to bet t e r use . " he added L.., i th a chuckle. 

Incidentally , h8 ca lled mY attent i on to the f ?ct t ha t the ti nY 

pole and ceda r shake shack had accommodat i on for only one person at 

a time . so that the wome n of fish c a nni ng visitors wi t h c h ildre n had 

t o herd the li tt le ones in . one a t a time, and stand o utside, 

bac~wards. wi th f ace and a rms be nt f o rward i nside. a round t h e 

somewhat torn bur l ap f,ont i ng. "La ke carnper •3 ah,1avs seem to thi nk 

that qovernment structur es ar e f o r a nybody 's free use. " he added. 

"T hey ve1·v seldom ask f o r pe,mission." 

The mu l l i g an was d e li cious, after wh ich . he offered me a f at cigar . 

then insisted that I get out the mando lin and g i ve hi m some music . 

preferably a s o ng . So. I watched him smo ke his c igar . whi le I tuned 

UP . From what I had lea,ned abou t him, I thought o f a song which I 

had heard t he comedian. Frank Da niels. sing i n a mu sical comedy bac~ 

in the late 1890's, when ushering in the Richmond. Indiana Opera 

House . e nti tled. "Ai n 't I t Funny Wha t a Diff 'r ence J ust a Few Hour s 

Make . " Daniels made a big hit t.., it h t his song and the seeminoly 

s e lf-incri mi nat ing manner i n which he s ang i t . 

Since th is song seems to present McConnell's problem in li fe so 

f i ttinglv. and ceme t o b~ h is bedt i me reouest s o f recuePtl y t hat 

summe r, whe n I wasn't out o n fir e s o r helo i ng a ranger. somewhe,e, I 

ho pe I wi l l be cardoned f o r readi ng o ff t he words of t he f i r st a Pd 
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When the sun starts to rise in t he far of f eastern sk i es 
And t he waking little birdies peep--
Then some poor sad-eyed clerk has to hustle down to wor k, 
It is then that I begi n t o need mY s l eec--
All the noise that is made in the busy marts of trade 
Seems t o l u ll me l ike a mother's soft ref rain--
But at night. say at three , i t i s "littl e bright- eyes me", 
There's a d iff'r ence that I really can' t explain--

Chor.us 
Ain't i t f un ny what a d i ff'r e nce just a f e w hours make , 
In the morning I'm so tired I ' m nearly dead--
But as day t urns i nto night, I begin to f~el all ri ght , 
Just abou t the time I aught to go to bed--
Then I l ose th~t t i red f eeling and I f i nd my f riends, 
And we hit it up ' til day begins to brea k--
But as noon time rolls along , I'm f o r prohi~ition strong, 
Ai n 't it funny l-J ha t a d iff 'rence just a f e 1-i hours mak'?. 

There are times when I th i nk tha t I 'l l g ive up ca r ds and drin k , 
W~en I l ook back on t he life I've led--
And my t houghts idly roam to tha t happy litt le home, 
And the loved ones tha t I might ha ve had i nstead. 
Then my heart g rows so sad , Oh I reallv feel so bad 
That I worry 't i ll I'm a ctual l y i n pa i n--
There's nothing else to do bu t to take a dr i nk or two. 
To relieve me as I'm tryino to exp l ain--

Cho_rus 
Ain ' t i t funny what a diff'rence j ust a few hours make. 
There are mornings when I haven't go t a cent--
When I 'm sure the night before, I ha d started out wi th more. 
Than I e ver would have dreamed I could have scent--
Then I swear I'l l save mv mo ney f o r a ra iny day , 
And I start to s a ve myself a little s take--
eut I' ve saved it a l l i n vain. f o r next day it star t s to rain, 
Ain't it funny what a d iff'rence j ust a few hours make . 

Mv work that summer was l a rgely on sma ll l ightni ng fires back 

from the lake shore . If they were remote o r hi c h uc, we didn ' t 

bother with them , the exc use being tha t they were pr obabl y not 

destrov ing anyth i ng o f value . I worked with Ranoer Sam Davis. who 

~mcl0ved a heavv l arge rowboat. o n which he had erected a mast en~ 

sa i l, which rel i eved rowing whe n the wind chanc ed to be blowina in 

the direction we wished to travel . I don't think I can ever 
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forget t ha t first fire that Sam a nd I corralled. First. we had to 

get to it. It was repor ted by a miner a l p rospecto r who had .·ust 

ret ur ned by r owboat from Upper Pr i est Lake . 

It was a mil e or so U P the mounta i ns i de . 

It was bv l i ghtnino. 

::;a m says, '' \.Jell, it looks li ke a r ovJi ng job f o r 25 mil ""s lonq 

miles t oday, i f we g o over direc t . The wind is coming strsi o ht 

cl01;Jn the l a ke, and we vJant t o go UP . have you eve,·y rowed b<?forl?? " 

"Only for short distances on smal l ponds in sma l l rol,1boats . " ,..ia s 

mv r e ply. And he s a id , "Well, you s i t in f ront and wa tr.:h t he 

be nding of my back. so we ca n sw i ng the oars in union. I ' 1 1 

ocerate the r u dde r. so we won't l ose t oo much d ist ance. " That 

particular old scow refused to lur c h . It creferred to crawl, 

espec ially as we started deviati ng away fr om the e ast shore t oward 

the middle. i ntend ing to parall el close r to the west coast . 

Oh. the horrible mo notony of it all . If I were onlY a l one. I 

could vary the stroke a bit , and gaze a t some thi nq mor e e xc iting 

than Sam's undulating back and red nec k. I began t o re~a ll some 

history of old galley slaves cha ined to their oars b y the soear 

and bow and arrow l ords of old Sc ain who l olled on the deck above . 

while the shic clowed the ocean northward to invade and conouer 

I reland . Scotland and Old England in t he years lo nq aqo befor e 

steam power was invented . Appar ent ly I slowe d down a bit and our 

oars c o llided. Came Sam , i n a burst of steam. "Ti red already?" 

"I guess my hands were gett i ng s ore fr om these old. weat hered 

oars , " I answered. "Oh Yea h? Well. vou could put some powder on 

' em, if we had any. don 't sp it on ' em , t hat' l l make 'em blist e r 

al l the sooner. Blow on 'em a bit ' n ' take a n~w gr ip. The n I' ll 

steer t he old boat more t'ord the west shore. where we can pick UP 
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lake is f ive to six mi l es l;Jide 1rJh<:,re we are now. " 

With our sail up and a s tronger wind near nocn. we angled 

about 45 degr ees at a l i ve li er cliP. ~am assured me t ha t the 

scecial keel he nailed on recent ly would ke ep he r from d ippinq. 

After a brief l unch on the east shore . we managed to head back 

northwest by oar-torture . After t y i ng up in a cove, and coverino 

our succlies under heavy canvass . we loaded down with ~ hovel a nd 

d o0ble-bit axe and scrambled uc the brushy and timbe r ed mountain 

s i de t owar d the f i r e, f o ll owing t he compass sight that we had r ead 

on the fire. as closely as t he g round Perm i tted. 

I t h in k i t took us c lose to an hour to reach t he f:r e. which . 

by this time in the l ate afternoon, had qu i t crowni ng and was down 

on t he g round. just creeping . We tackled i t at the verv head. 

using the axe to c lear away brush o r c ut dow n limbs o r small trees 

l ayinq across the trai l . We used the s harpe ned bla~e f or choccino 

above ground and t he d ull s i de f or cross roots . We used our 

shove l s more a fter WG got a wide enough s wath throu9h t h is 

material to conveniently reach the ground and s crape o r dig a 

clear t,·ail. 

MAUNDER : How wide were your fir0 l ine s in those days? 

FROMME: It decended a g ood d e a l on t he steepness of t he slope , 

t he gr ound cover. t he di recti on of prevailing winds . and t he 

amount and nature o f the burnable materi a l on the opposite side; 

also whether t h0 f i re trail was becomi ng projected alonq a s loce. 

on top of a ridge, o r in a s wale. Generallv we want ed a clean 

width. down to -ree . mineral so i l o f one f 0ot to 18 inches. 

MAUNDER: And tha t wa s usually enough? 
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FROMME: Yes . But . of course, g round conditions. wind and wea t her 

ha d a big influence . The f i r e miqht jump t he t rail under a dverse 

cond itions . no matter how wi de and clea r we made the fire trail. 

espe~ial ly if it were jump i ng t hr ouqh t he t ree t ops. Then we 

wou l d j ust have to wait u ntil i t got down to t he ground aqain, and 

dec i d~ on a n ew f ire fighting l i ne . 

crown f i res in those d a ys . 

We didn't attempt to fiqht 

MAIJNDER : Had you any previous e xp e ri enc e in f iohting f orest 

fires? 

!="ROMME : No . I hadn 't. I j ust f o l low Ra nger Sam Dav i s ' directions 

and soon found o u t t hat i t was a d irty, swe a t y, ti rino and g rubbv 

business . And we had no g r ub hoes on thi s first job . Such a tool 

is often qu ite useful, P r oviding. of cou r se, t hat there is soil 

and ground cover capable o f being dug and scraped . The Pulas ~i 

tool. combination hoe a nd axe, wh ich came later , was qui te useful 

as a one man outfi t f o r f ire trail construction. 

On th i s fir e, the fir s t f o r me. Sam decided tha t we should 

work secaratelY at f irst , eac h with an axe and a shovel , so that 

we could a ttac k more danger po i nts ouick l Y . We spread out across 

the entire f ron t , heading the separ ate tongues or po ints of the 

f ir e ' s u p hi ll c rogress. Af t e r we had quie t ed down these tongues 

o f the fire's spread. we joined f o r ces to c o nnect the advanced or 

hig her po i nts i n to a continuous line . Later, I was perm i tted to 

be the front ma n with the axe, as ~am co nc l u ded t hat I knew how to 

use a doub le-bit axe proo erlY to protec t the sharper edge from 

chocoing near the ground . 

After t hree or f o u r hours of grimY. exhau2tinq work. we 

aopeared to have the edges of the fire corral led gnd qu iet, 
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although there was st i ll some l i vely blazing inside. a ccompan i ed 

bv a fallinq tree now and t hen . So Sam proposed t hat ~e qo down 

to the boat and ge t some f resh wa t er for the canteen water bag. He 

reasoned that I l ikely needed more rest t han he . 20 could sort of 

loa f along our uooer tra il. iust to make sure that i t was holdinq 

while he was gone. In about an hour . which seemed like a half a 

day, he was back with cof f ee, a can o f baked beans , wh ich I 

d~vour ed ~old. while he built as small cooking fire for coffee and 

ban nocks . 

To make and bake the ba nnoc~. Sam poured a little wa t er into 

the center o f a layer of flour . Then, af t er cutting in a pinch o f 

baking p0wder and salt, he dove i n with both hands and s t arted 

knead i ng the gummy mass into a ball. s ti ff enouoh to cling to the 

surface of a slightly greased t i n olate. The Plate was propped at 

an angle fac in0 the open cook i ng fire, a nd could be ra ised 

0raduallY from almost level t o a 45 dGgree angle, as baking 

Prog ressed . It was the first time I had seen this shortcut method 

of baking bannocks. bu t I used i t many time? afterward. and am not 

sure that my ha nds were always a ny cleaner than were Sam's for the 

~neading process . If we had some butter t o l ather them a bit. 

they ,~ould have tasted like ambr os i a, whatever tha t mi ght be . 

Afte r this banauet . c ame the l0tdown . Sam brought forth a 

heavy army blanket. remark i ng t hat. I could thr o w this over mv 

should~rs or roll uc in i t where the oround had been burned ove r, 

and I might ~eeP warm. It dawned o n me that he was i~tending that 

I r emai n here alone throughout the n ight. I had never slept in 

the woods alone up to that time, but aEsumed tha t it was Sam' s 

idea of a Prooer in it i at i o n . He explained that . whi l e the fire 
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was now corralled and quiet . it was not a good i dea t o leave it 

enti rely unguarded thr ouoh the n i ght. A burni ng s nag mioht 

suddenlv come t o life. bu r n out a th8 roots. and fall across our 

har d bu i l t line and be r eady to spread a l l ove r hell. when the 

wind c ame UP i n t he morning . He f urt her eYPlained t hat the winds 

had a tendency to blow downh i ll a t n ight and uc in the daytime. so 

h~ didn ' t think I would have much tr ouble guarding our ucc0r line 

that n i ght: a nd the lower end was quite wel l bu r ned out. He 

thouoht that he should go back t o the l ak~ and pr~oare cook~d f ood 

for the ne xt day and perhaps shoot a deer f o r fresh venison (I 

beli eve a state law had already bee n passed . forbidding d0er 

shooting i n the summer . bu t the supervisor considered that this 

didn't accly to f o rest rangers o r mining pr osce~tors . ) 

As a carting reassuri ng note, Sam suggested that I mai ntain a 

bri ? k warminq fire. as cougars and wild cats shy a~aY f rom such 

.activity . "Howe11er , i f you should ge t menaced, ju.st f i. re of f Your 

qu n . That qenerallY scares em ' away_ If you need me because of 

the fi re, o r anY other reason, just si.gna l wi t h three short shots. 

Good luc k , see you i n the mo rning, " and he i,Jas gone . 

I got to wonder i ng how I was go ing to get much sleep i f I had 

t o mai ntain a constant b r isk fire. but concluded t hat a dv ice wa s 

just a part o f Sam' s ini tiat i on r itual. However, I didn ' t ge t t oo 

much sleep the ear l y part 0f t he night. I occasionalJY heard 

light s t e cc i no sounds in the o l der burned ares but assumed they 

were caused by curious deer . I also got jarr8d out of mv 

occasional slumber bv the crash ing fa ll of a burninq s nao, bu t 

t hese seemed to be within the f ir8 lines. I l--ci d a " buq lantern. " 

a lighted ca ndle i n an old fruit ca n, but this wasn't verv 
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effective . FinallY. e xhaustion got me so rela xed into a dead 

sl~eo. but a beaminq sun hit me in t~e eves . and b rough me back 

to a dead campfire . Then, the f luttering of 3 large b i rd la nd i ng 

on a low l imb o f a small green tree j ust outside the bur n r8ally 

res tored me. 

I was on my f eet i n a hurry and reach inq f 0 r mY Colt 

au toma tic . I r emember sliPPing in a cartridge during the niqht. 

As I was steoping around to get a good bead on t he bird, Sam 's 

sudden raucous vo ice stopped me still . "l.Jha t are you aiming at? " 

h"" yelled . "~ grouse.I th in k. " " Ha ," snorted Sa m, "T hat's no 

qrouse , Tha t ' s a fool hen! No need t o was~e a s hot on t hat 

bird . " Then he cut a s lender gr een li mb about 2 0 f ~et long from a 

nearby bushy tree, and trimmed it all the wh ile cluck i ng towar d 

th8 b i rd t o hold it's a t tention . 

"I t s u r e _i,_~ a foo l hen." I commented . be i ng f ear f ul that it 

wou l d f ly away any minute . and wishing that Sam hadn 't s hown uc 

just as I was about ready to s hoot. Sa m too k a wad o f heavy t wi ne 

f rom his pocket . made a n eight or t e n inch noose in one end and 

tied the other end to t he upper end o f t he long l imb. 

Patiently he lif ted the noose end of the l i mb o n t he level 

with the hen's head, but only close enoua h to hold its c uriosity. 

While he had it entranced . he gave a s woop and a jer k. catch i no 

our bird da ngling by the neck . As Sa m swu ng i t down to me . I tied 

its fee t f irmly tog 6 ther and s uspended i t f- om a l imb to be oi~ked 

u p lat er . 

Some days l ater . when the two of us were at a hjgher 

e levation . a t r ue g r ouse f lew i nto the t oP of a stunted Alpi ne 

f i r. I p r omctlY pulled out the s mall c a,non . and wh ile - esti,~ mv 
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arm agai nst the side of a nearby tree f o r steadier aim . Sam 

wh isoered hoarsely, "Hit h im in the head . If You plow into ")is 

bodv with that big bul l et . he wo n 't b0 worth clea ning. " 

The Co lts wer e loud enoug h to scare every other bird o r beast 

out of the county . Well . Mr . Grouse d r opped strai oht down . b ut 

just as Sam stooped to o ick the b i rd UP, he Jumoed UP and started 

to r u n . Sam quickly caught him and l ooked hi m over for t he bullet 

mark . There was none. "Well. " remarked Same, " I' l l be damned if 

t~at bullet didn't pass by so c l ose to his be ak as t o suck ou t all 

the b r eath . " "But he i s n't dead." I said . "That's what yc,u 

think. " he sa i d . as he pulled out his hunting knif'? . We }E,ft the 

head behind. 

I heard two shots fired by Sam ne ar our boat l a ndinq the 

evening before. so I asked wha t he had shot at. " A small deer." 

he YE>Plied . "Wrv.?n we go down t o ni ght. I'll f 1·y y ou some nice 

venison." "L.Jow ! l.Jhat a fea s t." I r emarked , " fool hen and 

venison." 

That's dav ' s wo r k on the f i r e was much more cleasant. BY the 

time the wind came u p in the early a fternoon, we had the pr~v i ous 

day's f ire line al l burned out al o nq the edg ~s . i ncludinq a f ew 

claces where it had soread because o f fall i ng snaqs. We also dug 

out s o me hot s oots inside our trail and chocped down t he few 

burning t r ees o r snags that were left inside. We Picked uo the 

&ool hen and f ew t ools and hurried down to our l a~e came . I l e f t 

Sam to oreoare the feast . and hurr i ed o ff wi th my sweaty, gr imy 

~lathes and got into t he lake . 

While I was s clash i ng a r ound I suddenlv looked UP to see 8 

~ma l l mama d~er and f a wn stepoing in right t owa r d m0. The mama 
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s eemed a b it appr ehensive a nd backed up to the edqe of t h~ wa t e r . 

b ut t he f aw n allowed me to swim slowly wi t h in about 20 feet of 

h0r. when ma ma gave a l i ttle wh istle and t hey bot h trotted back 

i nto t he brush. 

Sam had an old piece o f canvas on t he gr ound i n front of a 

small fir e, on which were tin elates o f b o iled potatoes, cooked 

peas . par ts of a baked b a nnock a nd a 2 lab of f r i e d steak. I 

s t a rted push ing t he steak a r ound rat he r g ingerly wi t h my f o r k. as 

it didn't ouite look like Bac k- East venison . wh~n Sam remar ked 

1ather c:asually, "The veniso n is a littl e fr esh . just kill ed last 

n i g ht . " Bv this time I was chewing a way o n i t and swa llow i nq as 

gail y as cossible when I suddenlv noticed that he was e ating 

eve r vth ing else but hi s me at. Then he s tar t e d laughing . "Don't 

y ou l i ke f ried Couga r ? " he asked. " l.Je l l, it's not imcossible." I 

sa i d, "But I d idn 't ha r d l y thin k i t t a sted li ke veniso n . even if 

fy-es h." He was happy al l even i ng. bu t he refused to ea t anY of 

his cou ga r ev~ n though I n i b b l ed o n my p i ece a litt l e f urther 

unti l he scraped s ome c risp . ho t baco n o n to my e l ate . The n a l l 

was f o rg i ven . The foo l he n. he e x p lai ned. was f o r brea kfast. 

wh i ch was p r obably just as well . 

Going bac~ down the l a ke t he next day was a cinch . Wi th the 

wi nd behind ouY- b acks most of the way . t he li ttle sai l bow l ed us 

alone. Pa r t o f the time we we nt slow enough s o I could troll . 

ca tching t wo p lump Do l ly Varden . I tried to q i ve t he m to 

McCon ne l l when we reached t he cab i n. b u t he sa i d he al ready had 

31 1 we c:ould eat . Some hote l spo rts had g i v en them to him . 

bes i des. h~ preferred smaller creek t rout. ~~ suooest ed that I 

g i ve them to the "Barnyard savaqes f r o m the Palouse country." 
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wh ich was his name for the farming element from the rich 

agricultural land south of Spokane, who were camcinq nearbv . 

cann ing fish for their winter season . 

About that time. I heard some girlish squeals from the 

direction o f the l og hotel , one- fourth mile away. I was into my 

bat hing suit s olashinq off in that direction without delaY. The 

1~ater was quite ch il ly to these Spokane maidens and i t didn't take 

lonq to get acquainted. Bef o re we left for our various sucoers. 

they had found out that I had a mandolin and craved to sing. So 

we clustered around a camc fir e t hat evening , 2bout si x or eight 

g irl s and o ne male, singing a bunch of new and old- timers. New 

songs of the musical comedy type and ba r room sent i mentals didn't 

travel as fast in those daYs, and I was on eesv stree t with big 

headlines quite p r onto. Bef o r e they lef t f o r home a w~e~ later. I 

had addr esses to l ook up for the winter season . 

MY next fire trip was with Sam uc Granite Creek to the w~st 

of the lake and over the toe o f the div ide into the Ucoer West 

eranch drainage. where an assistant ranqer bv the na me of Archie 

was said to have a crew o f eight or ten small-town vokels 

comb ining deer hu nt ing and heavy drink ing to the detriment of fire 

fightinc . Dave Coo lin , the district ranger a t the foot o f the 

la~e. had j ust r~turned from a t r i p to Priest River . where he 

learned of this from one of t he original c r ew. who had become fed 

uo with Archie's mi s management. He also sent out for whiskev. to 

be horse packed in with the food items. As t he word got to 

M~Con nell he felt that it was time f o r action. He dictat~d a 

letter to me o n the three-shift Oliver. to be de live red to Archie. 

bv Sam . telling him to turn over the men's time slics and t he 
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como l et ion of the f ire control to Sam. then to reoort to Mike 

Murray on the lower . or main West Branch . turn i n his own ti me and 

consider himself fired. (Archie ha d no civil servic e status . 

being t ruly an o v errated forest guar d, bu t aiven t he title of 

assistant r a ng er by McConnell because of Prior summer s e rvice. ) 

We soon learned that the information picked up by Dave Coolin in 

Pr i est Rive r was true, but t he entir e crew had left the fire bv 

the time we got to i t . There was ev idence of some trenching , but 

all o f the work and burni ng was quite high up . beyond anv 

merchantable timber, even if it were accessible . The came was a 

mess of empty cans, bott l es , torn shirts and two dead deer ~anqino 

to a str o~g c ross oole. half butchered and covered wit h flie s . 

crubs. and what no t . We buried t he deer . flies . stink and all . 

That n i ght we bedded in s ome ashes, even thouoh it mea n t more 

blanket shaking in the mo r ning than if we had cut some cedar 0r 

fir boughs . 

Well. we didn ' t know whether Archi e and h i s crew had gotten 

to town by this time or were doing some more deer hunting. There 

didn 't seem to be any fire downstream. but Sa m wa nted t o deli,1er 

t he super viso r ' s message i f cossib le. We caug h t up with the 

dru n ke n crew b y noon the next d a Y . We ha d t0 clean uc t wo other 

camps between. No more dead deer , however , until this last camp . 

Sam saw to it t hat t hev p ac ked out t he balance of the good rn~a t o n 

the r e maining pack horse, and bur i ed the rest. Ar c h ie accected 

the letter fr om t he supervisor with o nly a f ew outspoken c ur s es 

and tried t o blame his troubles on the kind o f me n they sent h im . 

Bae~ at the mouth of Granite Creek we f ound Sam's old r owboat 
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still tied uc wher e we had left it over a week earlier. To 

double- row on a l evel, smooth lake wa s pur e luxury for a change . 

McConne ll let me sleep all the next day . 

MAUNDER: Do you reca ll a ny other off icia l employment that first 

su mmer a t Pries t Lake , no t connec ted wit h fire fi g h ting? 

FROMME : One other occucation was offi ce wor k . Be sides t akinq 

over what litt l e correspondence that came u p, I d id most o f the 

vou c her pr e caration f o r s a l ary submi ssion and t ime s l ics f o r 

t emporar y fir e fi g hters and a few officia l f orms r equired on 

fires. McCo nnel l was perfect l y wi l ling to l et me get a l l the 

knowledg e on o ffi ce crocedure I cou l d. I t gave him more time to go 

stream fishing f o r trout or drinking and yarn scinning with one or 

two specia l friends among the summer '' perpetua ls . " 

I al so dug out old f o r est macs a nd made a f e w corrections . 

and tr ied the compass and my pac ing, on General Land Offi ce 

section li ne surveys . McConnell had suggested that I mi ght li ke 

to rerun some o f the section line surveys, t ak ing off f rom the 

lake shore to deter mine the l ocati o n of any illegal squatting on 

the part o f summer home trespassers, bu t I argued t hat we d i d n 't 

need t o know t heir e xact surveyed location t o chase t hem off, a s 

al l t he shore land belonged to the Forest Serv i ce , until such time 

as the railroad peop le decided wha t to do a bout an exchange with 

the g overnment of every odd section o f land g r anted by Congress 

f or building t he r a ilroad. 

However. I wa nted t o run a f ew out fr om the lake just t o qet 

famili ar with the G.L.O . method o f marking section corners and 

witness trees. I wan t ed this knowledge to help Ranoer Mike Murray 

and me in c r u i s ing and mapping tha t t imber on the We~t Branch, 
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which lumber comoanies wanted to buY. 

"What's t he matte, with y0u. Fromme? Don't you like this 

Reserve the way i t is? Do you want a bunch of logging grief to 

contend with. and Washingt on off ice inspectors , and timber sale 

nuts descending upon us, criticizing every move we make? I've 

held things pretty cuiet s o f ar . " I would refer him to the new 

Use __ Boo.k issued under Pinchot's direction, wh i ch stressed that the 

national forests were for use . and t hat timber sales should be 

encouraged where the timber was old and probably decaying and 

f al ling down f aster t ha n new growth was being produced. 

I also said that I would enjoy limiting my hard, or serious 

work to fire only and r ecreate all the r est of the Year, but that 

lumber men seek i ng timber were bound to find out that the fin e 

stands of white pine on this forest wer e subject to cutting, the 

same as on the Coue, d ' Alene or t he Montana Forests, where cutting 

under government s ale contracts were already underway . So, we 

cou l dn' t keep answer i ng inqu ires to the contrary, much as we would 

hAve liked to . 

"I suppose you 're right , " he replied i n a resi gned tone, "but 

that's go in' to be your baby, and I ' ll just refer that Fidelity 

Lumber Compa ny to you hereafter . They've been pestering me f o r a 

yea, or more about that white pine timber along t he West Branch 

road, and I've been sayinq 'no sale'". 

MAUNDER: Well. when you finished your work up there in the Priest 

Lake area, you were assigned as a supervisor? 

FROMME: Not that soon. It was about a year l a ter. E. A. Sherman. 

the chief inscector , droooed into our office i n Priest River by 

suro,ise ·ust after the first of that year, 1907. Fortunately . 



64 

McConnell was about recovered from a month's drunken scree, and 

was soarking pretty good . Sherman wanted to talk timber sale 

business. He had learned abou t the Fi de lity Comoany's interest in 

our white cine and wanted t o know if we were do i ng anything about 

i t. This gave the super visor an immed iate o ut let. He Pointed to 

me. saying "that ' s Fr omme 's concern . 

business over to him entirely . " 

I've turned the timber sale 

Sherman still wa nted to get him talking about s.9rne_ f o r est 

business, but McConnell dodged him by say i ng tha t he had been lai d 

UP with a serious cold from a tri p to Priest Lake looking after 

some rumored trespass, and that he was behind o n matters at the 

off i ce . I detected some doubts as to this excuse i n Sherman's 

demeanor, as he d idn ' t express any compassion, b u t stepped over to 

the table . where I was wor king on the mac and cruise of the timber 

i n question. Di strict Ranger Mike Murray and I had obtained th is 

information the f a l l befor e . 

IncidentallY, I deve loped a real cold from that job, 

resulting in my hav ing to have a l a rge quinsy blister l a nced by a 

doctor in Newoort . I had good bed care from mY future mother -in­

law. Mrs. Gowa nl ock . I didn't catch the cold so much from the 

work in the snow, but from the impr ov ised sleecing quarters . 

Ther e was no handy place to stay except at Mike's r anger station. 

It was a small one-room combination living room, kitchen and 

bedroom, with no partitions . It couldn't be exoected that Mike 

would tolera t e my sleep ing in this little room wit h his new mail ­

order bride and h imself. so he prov i ded a bed for me in the second 

stall manger in the small barn . The manger was stuffed with fresh 

hay. then surmounted by several blankets . 
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I aqreed it was the best we could arrange u nder the 

ci rcumst ances . When I looked a bit dubious at the manger bed , ~e 

said . "A better man than you once did it . " I got h i s consent t o 

warm up thoroug hly in fro nt of the firep l ac e in his chummy abode 

prior t o making a beel ine , through a foo t of snow to my steamy 

h i g h bunk . I menti oned steamy. because Mike's horse occupied the 

firs t stall, and the natural warmth of his body seemed t o radiate 

steam . BY kinking myself up quite ti ght ly, with nothing buy my 

nose protruding f or m the nest of blank~ts. I got along quite f a ir . 

after my nostrils became accustomed to the barnyard aroma and the 

restless little mice t hat galloped a cross mY bed and t he 

intermittent chewing and stomp i ng of Mi ke's steamy steed. In 

f ac t . it was like pulling teeth to rouse myself f rom my snores i n 

the bleak . dark morning and respond to Mike's call to breakfast. 

However. it didn' t t ake me long to dress. as I never removed 

a ny t hing but my shoes. wh i ch had rubber feet and 12- inc h leather 

tops. with a double row of hooks. making them easy to lace. 

It required a full week of this ordea l before we were t hr ough 

wi th the cruising job. We negotiated on bear-paw snowshoes, which 

Mike had made with v ine maple and deer thong webbing. These were 

a little heavier than the usual store type snowshoes . but more 

co nvenient on soft s now and f or getting throuqh small brushy 

olaces . 

Bv Satur day e ve ning we had completed our field work on a 

section o f the o ldes t white pine-- with a scatterinq o f larc h. 

cedar and hemlock. I wa s UP br i 9ht and e arlv Sunday morning and 

on mY bea r paws going a t the rec ~less soeed o f three miles an hour 

bgck to home and a real bed. Loaded down with the Jacob s~aff. 
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the Br u nton comcass, the Abney leve l. the t ally board . a 

surveyor's chai n a nd an oiled cardboard tube o f maps , plats and 

tabulat i ons, I was just r ounding t he bed at To re ll Falls, t wo 

miles distant. whe n I was stopped short by a lusty ''Hal - lo dar, 

f,),esh r a nger --Merr v Chreesmus ." It came fro m the dam te nder , who 

o pera ted t he Fa lls Creek sp l ashdam, which motivated Fidelity 

Company l ogs d own stream . He seemed t o be at the pink peak of 

congen i ality. So, whe n he fo l l owed with "Hot a lco-ho-lah , gui d 

for what ails yu . Korn ' n ' g it i t, " I was there i n a "Yumc" or 

two . 

Whe n r e marked that I had a sore thr oat ; he came back with 

"ho t a l co - HO- la h , yus t vha t d 'dokter ordered. Mek yu vell k"vick ! 

Hu h?" 

On ly six mo re shor t miles to go. though t I as I maneuvered 

back on to the trail. The burdensome bear paws seemed to have 

acqu ir ed t he wings o f Pegasus. and my seared gullet now appeared 

to be soothed by the aromat i c sp i r i ts o f e l a tion . In fact, I 

rec a ll punctuating my "Pic k-m-plop and plot-m-m bear - paws wit h a 

s pur - o f-the -mo ment sonorous concocti on, something li ke this: "HOt 

aJ.co-HO-l a h, >.:'1:d§t l a ike ve TOL - yah. Me_ks you go H. u.i:n-pin, Hqp- shP 

- n Yum- pin . " 

Unfortuna t e l y , th i s ecsta tic exuber ance f a i led me before I 

reac hed my destination. The last couple o f miles or s o brought a 

return of the harassed throat, pl u s a pulsatinglY oressurized 

cra n i um , a Profusely persp iring mack inaw and a l ead-laden pair o f 

bearpaws . I can't recall ho w I managed to get t o bed under a 

mountain o f hot waterbottles and blankets. but one squi nt at the 

ballooning roof of mY mouth b y my erstwhile nurse brouoht forth 
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this pronouncement, "old-fashioned Quinsy !" 

I was on sno wshoes agai n t hat winter. but I g a ve major bert h 

to any manger berth from t hat t ime on, ad infinitu m. 

MAUNDER: When did they ma ke you s upervisor? 

FROMME: After Mc Connell was fired in late Augus t , 1907 , as I 

remember. Of course, that had t o be creceded b y a n i nsp ection 

report . This was made by District Inspector Paul G. Red ing t o n 

from t he Missoula, Montana office under chief inscector E.A . 

S herman . who had visited our Priest River office e arly that 

sor ino . Paul Redi ngton didn't have mu ch trouble picking up p]entv 

o f McConnell's defi c iencies. The alphabet i ca l . fil es alone--wi th 

the c a r bon copy orde rs f o r wh is keys , g ins. etc . f r om our t wo loca l 

saloons. wr itten o n government stationery wa s evidence e nough. 

There was a lso the mutilated al a rm cl ock sti l l on t he dresser. 

several whiskey-stained c offee cups lying about the di s arrayed 

be droom and a lady's n ightgown hanging in the closet. 

These things broug ht forth questions whi c h I f elt forced to 

answer i n McConnell's absence . He had gone UP to the l a ke o n a 

check of rangers stationed in tha t distri c t. As f o r the lady's 

nightgown. I had t o deny t he presence of a wi f e a nd admit t hat I 

cou l dn' t hel p but notice t he presence o f a wo ma n with him in his 

bedroom on mor e t ha n one occasion when I ha p pPned t o come to the 

o ffi ce before he was uc in the mo rning. In fact , when the gal was 

ready t o depart. McConnell would stick his he a d around the curtain 

and l a ughi ngly a s k me to be kind enouq h t o look out the front 

window a moment so hi s l a d y f riend could slip around and ou t the 

kitchen door . 

McConnell e xPla ined t hese intermittent f e ma l e visi ts as the 
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best, at any rate. the pleasantest way f or s o bering UP after 

several days of too much hootch-h ilarity. He also remarked that 

he had mo r e than one local lady friend and sometimes forgo t to 

have the depart ing guest ta ke her night things or perfume cas~ 

with her when he was contemplating a change. This led t o some 

heavy apologizing and tears o n one occasion. 

I don't recall whether I told Redi ngton about t he drunke n 

celebration McCo nne ll engineered on the fir s t Sunday Closing Law 

day for I daho saloons. The Priest Riv~r baseball nine was plaYing 

aga inst Sa nd Point o n the local field, and ranger McEwen was 

playing first base while I pitched. THat was 2 u ffi cient e xcuse 

for the supervisor to get a few of his booze pals to accompany him 

to t he game--to cheer and tiP t he bottle on ver y good play. 

whether it was by the home team or the visitors. We lost, but 

that didn't sober M~Co nnel l. He grabbed Harvey's ear and said. 

"Let's open the bar to these Sand Point boys. They deserve a 

treat ." "No, No ." , said H,nveY, "Do you want m-? to get pinched 

for violating the new state law?" Big Ben replied, "To hell L.Jith 

that. there's no sheriff in town . " Back to the street in f ron t of 

the sa loon they went argu ing all the way. with the visiting 

b a llolayers tagging along. licking their dry lips. 

In the meantime . I beat it straight for home to get out of my 

s:..1eatY clothes. Then came a frantic pounding on our front d oor . 

It was none other than Harvey Wr i ght. himself , appealing for me to 

come down and prevent Ben from shooting in his door lac~ . A hastv 

glance down the road, one block away, proved Harvey's fears. 

There was the supervisor waiving his f a miliar s i x - shooter ar o und 

in front of Harvey's front door yelling for Harvey to open. He 
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acparentl y thought that Harvey had slipced around into the back 

door to better protect h is property _ Natura ll v. I didn't relish 

the idea of getting involved in thi s contro versv, but be i nq l u l l ed 

by Har vey 's flatter y that I was the only one who could hand l e t he 

sucerv isor when so lit up, I ra n down. with Harvev a t my heels . 

a nd the visitinq ballplayers scattered across t he road. t r y ing to 

s tay out o f the range o f the wav i ng cannon. 

I star t ed ye lling , "Ben McConne ll , put t hat gun away bef oi·e 

you shoot somebody . " "Aw, hell." he sa i d, " I 'm no t go i ng to hurt 

anvbody. Fromme. I just wa nt to tr ea t t hese boys and Harvev's just 

act in' like a damn foo l . He knows t ha t I'll p a y f or the damn 

1 iquor . " 

Har vey and I both started pleading together . try ing to make 

him see that it was fear o f losing the license tha t mattered. 

Harvey eve n offered to br ing some stuff out from the back door, 

but Ben just couldn't l e t his f ollowers down. He yelled, "I want 

to do t his thing right ! Get ou t o f the way ! Everybody !" Bang ! 

The lock went to p i eces . "Come on, boys, she's al l on me!" 

One mor n i ng. as I was s itting at the t ypewriter, tvp i nq 

Redington's inspection report, he came in the door ,~i t h a question 

as t o the veracity o f t he ra i lroad stati o n aoent. Reding t o n 

always passed near the station go ing to and from the Beardsley 

Hotel . where he was l jv ing dur ing this i nscection detail . The 

agent natura lly knew wha t he was wor king on fr o m the natur e o f 

telegrams he had been sending to h i s boss in Missoula . On one 

occasion the a gent as ked if I had told him about the way we tried 

t o s care 9en sober when he was supposed t o b~ helping me with the 

r a nger examinat i on in the spr ing. Paul wa nt ed to hear about that. 
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The examination had been announced in all the western cacer s 

i n Ac ri l . The fi rst day was to be a wri tten test , t he day 

f o llowi ng was to be devo ted to a f ield test i ncluding the use of a 

comcass; pac i ng off; sadd ling a hor se , mount i ng . r i ding a s hort 

d i stance and d ismounting; using a n Abney leve l or other device to 

estimate the height of a t r e e; and pac k ing a horse with bedding 

rol l s . foo d supp lies, cook i ng ute nsils , axe , shovel and hoe . 

These test~ came u nsealed f o r the examiner ' s use in advanc e 

creparation . 

MY understanding with t he s u perv i sor was t ha t I wo ul d conduct 

the writ t en examination and helc him wi th the compass, c a cinq . and 

tr e e height estimating of the f iel d t e st. crovidinq h~ g r aded th~ 

horse tests, wit h the he lp o f Range r Dave Coolin . 

About twenty acclicants showed uc f or the written test in the 

large second floor o f Gowanlock's store . Ben and Dave helped me 

seat and s ucp ly the me n with t he wr itte n questions . McConnel l all 

the time jok i ng with the g uards he knew . Then he and Dave excused 

themselves to precare f o r tomo rrow's fie ld t est. We l l , a bou t mid­

morning I heard them stumb ling up the long s ta i rway, g i gg ling l i ke 

a couP le of school g irls . In they came. each sw ing i ng a tin 

d i c per in o ne hand a nd carry ing a large ga lvanized bucket o f 

sloshing beer in the other . I started to thr o w a bl ock . but Ben 

countered with "Nol.J look here , Fro mme , these boys are bound to be 

terribly d,Y ." It l e f t the examiner nothi ng to do but t o announce 

"Every man stay in his seat and the beer wi l l be passed . No 

co nve r sa tion pl ease . " 

Soon after, Ranoer Mc Ewen arrived t o r elease me for an earl v 

lunch . a nd I sl ipped over to the railroad stat i on agent to co nnive 
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with him on a plan wh i ch I hoped would scare McConnell into 

soberinA uc. Not l o ng af t er I had returned to the exami nation 

room, Ben c ame puffing up the stairway to i nform me that Bill the 

railway agent had s ent f o r h im t o tip him o ff t 0 the f act that 

something suspicious was go i ng o n concerning a strange r i n town. 

He had de live r ed a telegram to this f el low . wh i ch wa s all i n 

governme nt c ode , but he thought he could d ecicher the name 

Mc:Connell. 

I injected. "Ma,'be the guy's a Civi l : -e r v i c e i nsce c t 01· . " 

"Yeh. " added Ben , as he wiced b eads o f swea t from h is t roubled 

brot,J. "T hat Bill i s a purty g r o uchy sort , so I don ' t believ e he ' s 

k i ddin ' . " He sa id he d i d n't noti c e t he guy Particular l y , except 

that h,2 was tall and d .,;nk. and was we aring a black overcoat . " I 

said. "We l l , the best thing you can do is t o get to bed right away 

and be ready to d o a good job on the r a nger field examination 

t omorrow . If he c omes uc he r e, I' ll tell him that you've gone to 

bed wi t h a bad cold . " Al though he s t il l looked a bit green around 

t he g ills. he we n t away apparentl y much r el ieved. I also felt 

muc h eas i er about t omorrow ' s s i tuation. and spe nt t he e vening 

co ng ratulating myself o n my clever ness, when one of the new 

prospective r a nqers came i n wit h news that McConne l l and Ranger 

Cooli n had been on a n aw f u l t o o t a ll even i ng , frighten ing t he 

hotel and the e ntire dow ntown with p i stol s in ha nd loo king for a 

t a ll . dark stranger in a black overcoat. We f o und 88n lean ing 

aga inst Mac I ntosh's ba r with a f i na l ni ght cap in his nervous hand. 

looking lonesome. There was no Ranger Dave Coolin . Hi s wife had 

ar r ived. poured Dav8 into the familv buckboard and dri ve n off i nto 

the night toward Priest La ke wi th noth i ng but har d looks at his 
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supervisor. Benjamin F. McConnell . 

Ranger Mc Ewen a nd I c o nducted the fi e l d ex a m t he ne xt day . 

sealed all test papers in the large envelopes . after get t inq 

McConne l l ' s shakv s i gnature dn the l ine (or near i t ) entitl e d 

"Exarni ner in Char ge." 

Inspector Reding ton had one more i mportant q u e s t i on t o a s k . 

Was McConnell under the influence o f alcohol, o r truly i nvolved 

with cedar pole thieves when he wrote a letter t o "The Ho no r ab le 

Gi f f ord P i nchot " , t..J h i c h started "HE ll is oopp i ng dot-m the foam 

f l ec ke d Pe nd d ' Oreill? " This ouestion came t o the c h i ef 

inspector's off i ce from the personnel department o f t he chief 

f o r e s ter's o f f ice . They c ould har dl y ma ~e ou t t he s u pervisor ' s 

sig na tur e it was so e rrati c. 

I l a uqhed o u tri g ht a t this i nqL1i rY. be cause I t hought a t the 

time McConne l l was dictat ing t h is letter t o me tha t he wo uld rai s e 

s o me o u ~stions a s t o his s obr i ety--particul a rl y f o l lowi ng h is 

scraw l e y sig nature. I took s ome l e tters along with a pen and a 

bottle of i n k to Wri ght's Ba r f o r his signatu r es . He asked me at 

the time , "Dj u think they 'll wa n ner if "I 'm drunk?" 

The l e tter in quest i on was base d on writ te n wo rd from t he 

l and office in Coeur d'A lene advi sor s that one of t heir speci a l 

a gents had repo rted see i ng some c e d a r p o l e s be ing c u t fr o m 

unpatented homes t e ads ( squatter claims ) o n the l o we r Pe nd ' Or e ill 

Ri v e r , now wi th in t he Pr ies t Ri v e r Nationa l Fo r e st. The co les 

wer e be ing s old to a Newcort , Washing t o n ceda r po l e outfit, wh i ch 

was t o wi ng t hem ucstream t o Newpor t . 

We ll, a ft e r McConnell 's s e nsa ti ona l beginn i ng i n h is letter 

to Mr . Pinchot . he fo l lowed b y s t a ti ng t hat he had s e nt wo rd b v 
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fas t s add l e ho r se t o Dav i d Coolin and Gabe Mr Kenzie , t wo o f his 

mos t trus ted rangers, t o hurry up to Pr iest River with their s i x­

s hooters t o jo i n him on the n ight stea mboat out of Ne wcort t o c ut 

an immed iate stop t o this cedar cole t hievery and , i f possib l e, 

ar r est the culcri t s before they shoul d escap e i nto nearby Canada. 

The ra ngers reported to McCo nnel l near noon t he followi ng day . 

They clanned to go to Newcort on the late afternoon train . gett ing 

there i n t ime to boa rd t he night steamer f o r the cedar po le 

sk idwaY. The supe r v isor too k t he t wo sta l warts i n charge ucon 

the i r arrival in Priest Rive r and started trea ting them to 

Harvey's firewater to bolst e r their cou r aqe f o r the perilous trio . 

Gabe escaped fr o m the trio early. returning to the off i ce to 

confide to me that Be n and Dave wer e o n t hei r wa v t o becoming 

"r eal soused '' o n the pre tex t o f build i ng u p their courage . He had 

noti c ed Dave ' s buckboard on a back street. but no s ign o f the 

t e am , wh i c h l ed hi m to conclude that Dave's wi fe did n 't return t o 

the lake, as she had pretended . but was hi d inq out somewhere to 

see whether Dave was go ing to get drunk , as o fte n happened when he 

was wi th Be n . He surmised t hat s he had taken the horses to the 

town livery s t a ble until ready to re turn to the lake . 

Gabe's hunch was right . As I went down to see the thr~e boys off 

on the late afte rnoon train t o Newoo r t, the re was Dave's wife. and 

she d i dn't hesi tate about go ing up to diaqnose his cond i t ion. in 

s pite of t he presence o f his boss . In fact , she g a ve the 

su pervisor her customa r y ha rd l ook, grabbed Dave by his fl occ v arm 

and said. '' You' re no t go i ng anywhere to niqht but home. You're too 

damn dr unk to know that t he he ll You're doin '." M~Connell stecc~d 

for wa r d with an a c ologeti c smile o n h i s face as if to Pr o test but 
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one more ha rd look from the female o f t~e spec i es and he turned to 

Gabe. say inq, "Wel l . it loo ks like we'l l have to excuse Dave . " 

To my surorise, McConnell s howed UP at the office the second 

morn ing, saying t hat they stopoed at the skidways of po l e s , but 

t here was no one there laying any claim to them, so he left Gabe 

to guard them and he caught the s ame boat on its re t u r n from 

Metalene Fa lls i n the morning . He promised Gabe that he would 

send me down to helo hi m r ight awaY . a s the cutting areas would 

r e quire accurate exami nation to de termine whether the cedar was 

be ing removed f o r leg itimate farmi ng or whether it was a real cas0 

of timber stealing. He suggested that I get ready to q o for a 

couPle of weeks job. taking along heavy c lothes f or wor king in the 

rain. We s hould keep the poles fr om be i ng moved unti l I cou ld 

deter mine what poles were from l egitimate areas to be put t o 

immed i ate f a rming. adding that each o f six or e i ght owners had 

t he i r secar a te brands . or initials marked with heavy blue ~r ayon 

o n t he ends o f the poles. 

When I arri ve at the pole skidway by the a ll-ni g ht steamboat. 

twenty-four hours followin g Gabe 's arriva l. I found one o f the 

homest eaders on quard , who ha d no inte r est in t he poles. except 

that he was hired by Gabe to do the day g uard ing. while Ga v e d id 

night du t y . and it wa s raining most of the time. I found Gabe 

boarding with a n e l derl y homesteade r couple so I moved int o the 

same bed wi th Gabe . 

w~ were on t hi s job for almost two we e ks. bef ore I wa s ab l e 

to check the doze n c l aims . from whi c h poles had been cut. I fou nd 

o nly thr ee that could be cons i dered as trespass cases. These 

three had bea t it whe n we tr i ed to rou nd up all overcutt ings . 
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"Gone to Canada" was t he usua l answer. A year and 3 hal f later 

on~ of t hem rapped on the door of the small rented home I was 

occupying as a married man in Newport. He wanted to kno w if the 

government was e ver go i ng to compensate him s ome of the payment we 

ha d gotten from the Pole buyers to cover his excenses in cutt i nq 

the pol es and d ragg i ng t hem out t o the sk i dwav? Also--was the 

land off i ce go ing to allow him to go back now and homestead his 

old claim? "Not a chance." said I. The n he started cursing and 

making threats a gainst my future happiness. He was undoubtedl y 

par tly intoxicated f o r he pushed back his mackinaw suf ficient f or 

me t o gli mpse a Pi s tol in his belt . At that moment . out came my 

bride. Rubv. who had been listening in th~ a~jo ining bGdr oom. One 

g l ance and she let out an unearthly scream. This. clus t he 

apparition i n a white. flowinq nightgown was more than our 

threatening midnight caller could take. He threw up h is hands, 

casced. wheeled abou t and evaPor at~d into the midnight gloom . 

never to be heard from aga in. This last was true f o r the other 

cla i mants in the grouc which I contested at the Coeur D'Ale ne Land 

Off ice . 

MA/Jt-.lDER : Did you encounter many cases of timber theft? 

FROMME: Not manv, but until the natio na l f orests were accepted 

the pr oPer t reatment f or timbered areas. someone was always trYinq 

t o acquire title to valuab le government t imbe r u nder abuse o f the 

old Homestead Act and other schem~s . One cla im I contested i n 

that rec ent add i tion to the f orest was truly amusing. It t<Jas in 

the name of a woman, who had paid a professi o nal locator to place 

her on a 160- acre tract of splendid timber no t fa r from some 

a c tive l ogging . When she had held it f o r f ive vears. sucposedly 
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livinq on the place a large part of the time and d o i nq some s o il 

t illi nq . she applied for patent, or title. Most of this five years 

wa s prior to this l a nd's be i ng Placed in t h e na tional forest, so I 

received no tice of her intention to "prove up'' shortl y after my 

assiqnme nt to the Newport headquarters . I d idn 't know t h e exact 

tract , so I had to make a special t rip there to cass on the 

va l idity of her ri ght t o patent. All I f 0u nd was a t~mporarY 

shack wh i ch s ho wed some evidences of having been used occasionally 

as a w~ekend visitino scot i n fai r W8at her and a couple of 

sawhorses. Her application for Patent had menti o ned two ho rses 

amonq property on the c l ace. She didn't a ~tual] y l ie on that 

score . but the Land Office might well have assu med tha t s he meant 

live horses. Whe n I brought this out at the l a nd o ffice heari nq . 

there was gener al chuck ling and the lady hung her head with a 

sheepi sh gr in as thouoh she had been called in a c o ker game bluff. 

She departed sad but wiser . She should have been fined . 

IncidentallY. back at the cedar pole landing, Gabe a nd I got 

along quite wel l with the pole cutting settlers after they learned 

that they were not likelv to be arrested f o r stealing government 

timber, and tha t it was fortunate that they had been stooped 

before runnino that risk . They were t o ld that the oo le~ would b e 

released as soon as it could be determined which claims had been 

c leared in good faith. meaning po l e cutting on very limited 

acreage and where res i dences and ot her necessary building s were 

b e inq c o nstr u c t ed . This would ha v e to await our e xami nati o n and 

estimate o f the progress and apparent good intentions o n either 

tra c t. 

So me amusing incidents occurred. One dim-witt ed f e l l ow 
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stopped me earl y t he s e cond day of my homestead exam i nations to 

ask if the g overnment was hold i ng his team o f mules because they 

had bee n used f o r d rag g ing out p o l e s. When I d~nied any s uch 

action, he led me to his s t a ble, where his team of s tr o nq black 

mules had been painted d u r ing the night with t he initi a l s U. S. i n 

wh ite paint a foot hi qh o n each rump. I r el i eved his f ears a t 

once. telling h i m to watch the f ac ial expressi o n of his p rofessed 

fri e nds . 

One o ther mor n ing whe n it was raining as usual , t he land l ady 

was serving Gabe and me breakfast when she g lanced o ut the window 

and r e marked in an anguished vo ice . "Oh. dea r y me. This i ndecent 

rain is ge tting mono polus . Don't you boys agree?" I t wou ldn' t 

have bee n so bad if she hadn't acpended the questi o n a s a 

cl incher. Gabe assented in a suppressed voice. but I d i dn't dare 

try to sceak--along with a mouth f u ll o f hot mush and a ye n to 

s nort. Gabe was around fifty-fi ve o r s i xty so had learned to 

control h is emot i o ns better than I . Anyway, as we a o reed later . 

this r e mar k o f the old gal, and in such an anguished voi ce, broke 

t he monopol y of this damn damp and tedious job. 

I sucolied the cedar po le buyers wi th a li s t o f all the pol es 

w0 wer e releasing. together with a bi ll of cayme nt due f r om them 

to t he United States government. The poles were listed in foot 

l e ng t hs . at t he ir r egu l ar pu rc hasing p r i ce . regardless of whether 

the b u yers had advanced cash to the settlers to cover costs i n 

gettinq the coles to the skidway . Although g r umbl ing at havinq to 

pay for some of the ooles twice, they took care o f the b ill . They 

pr o mi s ed t o c hec ~ with the Fo r est s ~rvice on anv furth0r cedar 

p o le dea l with settlers o n unpatented lands . 
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MAUNDER: Was t he inspectio n report on Mc Con ne ll accepted by Mr . 

Pi nchot? 

Yes. and he t ook a c t ion at once to dism i ss him . 

Red ing t on had sen t for Over t o n W. Price. Pinchot's ri g ht hand a nd 

t he assista nt chief f o res ter. who was on a trip to Missoula at the 

time, to come to Priest River for consu ltation and adv i ce. Price 

rea d t he inspect ion rep ort. d iscussed the details with R0 ding ton 

and me. then d rew up a telegram to Pi nchot. co ntaini ng h i s 

r ecomm e nda tion f o r i mmediate dismissal. 

Ben f o r h is Perusal. 

I was asked to ta~e it t o 

I' ve neqlected t o mention t hat Be n was now in Led at t he 

Beardsley Ho tel. Be n was recovering from a spra ine d ankle. 

su2ta i ned in the woods whil e checking on some r umored trespass . A 

lady fri e nd of h i s. from the Priest La ke Hotel, k nown a s Maggie 

Less, wa s t ak ing ca r e o f him. I had been over to see him a coucle 

o f t imes and told him what was brewing a t the o ff ice. He would 

ask Maogie f or a nother swig at the bottle and pretend t o be 

unconcerned, exc~pt to remark o n one or two occasions, "I expect 

that y ou are tel li ng all you know? " MY r epl y 1,;as . "I'm answering 

questions as honestl y as I know how; as I' ve always told you I 

1,;ou ld do if this k i nd of situat ion should ar i s i: ." 

MAUNDER : What was McConnell's react i on to the Price telegram? 

FRO MME: He gave it a bleary- e yed squint , a nd ha nded it back to 

me, "Go ahead a nd read it, flun ky . " After l.Jh i c h he '.':=aid. "l.Jel l. 

you ca n t ell that Pr i ce and his ga ng of cussyfoo e rs . that thev 

can go stra i g ht t o he ll , s o far a s I'm concerned. And, as for 

You. whe n Senato r Borah g0ts thr ough with t h is mess and t he stin~ 

clears off of Priest River. ther e ' l l be a bi g cile of ~anure; and 
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who ' ll be sittinq on top? 8 . F. McConnell. And who'll be f lat nn 

the bottom . becoing f o r mercy? R . L. Fr omme!" To which I 

responded with a lauqh, which I d i dn't altogether feel. I handed 

t h~ wire to the railway dispa t cher, in comPl iance with 

instructions of Mr. Price, then returned to our little o ffice with 

McConnell ' s response to Price ' s o ffer . 

MAUNDER: Did you hea r whether Senator 8 0 rah ever took any 

interest in this matter? 

F~OMME: No. I never did. but I'm sure he was no frie nd of t~e 

Fores t Service. I got that from reading his remar ks in the 

C0nqressional Record. On one occasion these s~emed rather 

laughable. ~ bill was beino debated as to whether Forest Service 

emplovees should be aranted thi r t y days annual leave. like other 

government workers . instead of their present fifteen. Borah rose 

t0 sav. "Certainlv not . Their entire emol ovment is recreation et 

qovernment exoense. " 

M~UNDER: Do you know what haocened to McConnel l after his 

dismissal? 

FROMME: He and Magoie W9 nt to Spokane. After a w~ek or two. 

there was some pub licity abou t my be i ng promoted to fores t 

supervisor and the office moved to N8WPort. i,.Jashi ngt0n . I 

rece i ved a letter f rom Spokane with "Return to Ma9oie Lee " on the 

eriv elope. I nside was a short n~ws i tem t orn from a Sco ka ne cecer 

regarding my promotion, followed bY a comment that it was 

understood that "R .L . Fromme. just turned 26 . is the vounoest 

supervisor in the U.S . Forest Service . " There was a lso a 

c0rrrr•"'rr:-ia l joke car d readina i n alaring red letters "You m-:1v f-)j_nf-

that you a re it. but you'll find out you ere a nit!" I thouqht c,f 
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designing a card of my own manufacture, readinq, "You may think 

h~ 'll t ake the halter . You 'll ne'er get him to the altar." but I 

didn't send it. Ben must have been quite a chore f o r her. and I 

was inclined to think t hat she was pavina a large cart of their 

living expenses in Spokane, for I never knew him to receive any 

income, while in government ser v ice other than his monthlv salarv 

from $1500 cer annum . When he asked me to bring his suit. a small 

g- ip of t ravel ing sho rts. socks. unde r wear, and dress shoes. 

Redington. who was at t he office said "Take this too and handed me 

a l ady 's niahtgown . As I delivered the grip to P~n. I handed the 

qow n t o Maqgie. She gave it a contemotuous glance. tossed it 

ac::idi<?. and said . "Th8t'2 n0t mine." 88n chut:'lded. 

Another ite m I handed her, she qreed ily accected . It was a. l.,nqe. 

manila government envelope on \,,lhich Mi:-Conne l J. 's u nrni sta f<able 

handwritten notice acpeared: "Pr i vate Pacers of Mapqie Lee . " The 

enveloce was unsealed . In2cector Redinaton . bv the way. became 

exc itedly cur ious as this enveloPe appeared, 1.Jhile ,..,e L.Jere 

cl eaning out the dresser drawers . He remarked , "Well . it's a 

aovernment envelope, and it's unsealed. so, I think we ' ve got B 

right to glance inside to see if it has any important bearing on 

this insDection." I refused to commit myself one way or the 

In a moment. Redinqton r8mar ked . "It' s nothing but her 

final d ivorce papers, and she gets some croperty_ • 

I did see McConnell once more. It was during t~e Christmas 

season that same year , 1907 . Fred Ames, 0f my Yale class. and in 

tne distr ict office in Portland had aqreed to spend part of t~e 

holidays with me in Sookane . The subiect o f McConnell 's escapades 

naturally came UP in our conversation . He wondered whether th~ 
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dismissed o f f icer was st i ll i n that citv . We w~re dining i n the 

famous Davenport r estaurant at the time , so I s l iooed upstairs to 

the Penington Hotel in bac k wh ich Ben often fr eauented. and asked 

t o see the hotel regi s ter . I went back to about the time I had 

he lped Ben and Maggi e on t he t r ain o ut of Priest River . and 

recog nized t he famili a r hand scraw l at once . But instead of B.F. 

McConnell . it was F. B. M~Lee . The clerk advised that the y were 

still living there , but that Mr. Mcl e e had go ne out wi th a coupl e 

of ge ntleme n callers . I t hanked him, saving thet I would c robably 

fi nd hi m about town somewhere . 

Fred and I s t a rted l ooking into the various booze emc0riums. 

but we hadn' t q one very f ar whe n we had to suddenly jump aside to 

avoid being struck by outward swing ing doub le doo r s . Out came Ben 

with a wobb ly friend hang i ng to each ar m, a nd down the sidewalk 

they swayed. li ke a ship i n heavy seas . We watched them a few 

minutes . clearing the sidewalk o f other pedestrians as t hey 

floated along. 

The t hing t hat incensed Ames about this e xperi enc e w2s that 

McCo nne ll was butto ned UP to the hec k in the firs t adoPted Forest 

Ser vice unifor m. approved and advocat ed by Mr. Pinchot. 

Tha t was the last time I ever saw my old boss. and I worried 

s ome as to his means of ex i stence . During t he time I was 

associated wit h him he never r ece ived any ma il o r had ot her 

contact wi t h his f o l ks in Boise . I didn ' t believe t ha t M~qgie 

could suppor t h im and I had g i ven UP ho pes tha t he could ever ear n 

a sober livi ng. So I was s u rprised t o notice his handwriting on a 

let t er addressed to me t wo years la t e r when I was servino as 

sucervisor of the Klamath Na t ional Fo rest at Yreka . California . 
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I t was from Boise, Ida ho on State o f I dah0 stat i oner y, and s tarted 

by saying that he had just read under g ove rnme n t news that I was 

b~ ing transferred f rom Yre ka to the Siskiyou National For e st at 

Gr ants Pass. Oregon . It sent his t ho u ghts bac k to a chummy log 

cabin on t he shore o f Pr i e st Lake, with a mulli gan stew. simmer i no 

o n a tiny cook range. "and you with your mando lin. singi ng "A in't 

It Fu n n~ Wha t a Diff'1·ence Just a Few Hour s Make. " Th":! n he i,,Jent 

on to say tha t I would be surpr ised to see h i m no w t hat he was on 

the water wagon . and had been fo r thr ee months in spi te of the 

fact tha t the go i ng was awful rouqh a t times. He hoPed that he 

could hang o n 'til the tempt a tion t o drop off d i saoPeared . Also. 

he no w had an easy des k job with the s tate and was st il l s i ngle. 

H~ ho ped that Ruby was still with me and t ha t I ha dn' t f 0rqotten 

tha t song . I read that l etter more than o nce and tears almost came 

to my eves , as I r ecalled the extr emes of emot ion t hat man evoked 

in our short assoc i ation . I answered him a t once. oraising hi s 

n<?i,..1 atti tude and hinting for f u rther word o f p roqr ess . Within six 

or eight months I lea rned via Priest Riv~r o f his dea th at age 45 . 

MAUNDER: When you became supervisor. the offi ce was c hanqed to 

Newport. Wash ington? 

F f;.•O MME : Yes . Both Pr i c e and Redington s eemed to f eel that such a 

c hange wo u l d harmonize better with a f r e s h start . and the shift of 

onl v seven mi l es would be immaterial f r om a trave l standpoint; 

beside s Newport was mor e o f a business center wi th c ity t e lephone 

service and better ra ilwa y f ac ilities. Redi ngton i nte rjected. "It 

wou l d also be helpful , if we cou ld l o g ically chanc e the name of 

th~ national f o rest." 

"Wel 1. I can sugqest a good na me." I s a i d. " f<21n i k:su. " I 
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found that name on o l d ma ps f o r ou r present Priest La ke . Inquiry 

~mong old- timers, disclosed t ha t Kan i ksu was the name tha t Indians 

acPli ed t o an ordained pr i e s t who wo r ked amono t hem in the lake 

area . With the approval of the new name, I was on my way to 

locate new office s pace. whi ch I selected over a hardware s tore in 

a new bu i ldi ng . I also rented c o t scace in a back ·room f or one of 

th0 new ranqers and myse l f . Th i s ne w ranqer was the s o n o f a 

wel l- know n t imber cruiser, wi th whom he had worked for several 

years . He also had recent ly gr aduated f rom a Scoka ne bus iness 

co l l ege , the same class as my intended br i de . As I had reques t ed, 

Mr . Price a uthor ize d the emcloYme nt of a m~le clerk who would be 

useful in spelli ng and in carrY i nq f i r e wood u p the long fliqht of 

stairs . The re were also er r and jobs anticicated of -ustli ng 

e mer ge nc y f i re f i ghters and supplying d i s tri c t ranger demands for 

tnols. horse- f eed. etc . However . mY Plan of emc loyinq the new 

ranger in a d ual capacity didn't last long, fo r I received a 

teleoram advisinq t hat a ma l e clerk now cons i dered surplus in the 

g eneral land office wa s being se nt me a t the request o f Mr . Price . 

In the mea nti me , my ranger-cler k ha d dev ised a mo r e eff icient 

way to sucp l y t he hea t e r . He no ti ced tha t a tempo rary scaffo l d o f 

two planks n8iled side bY side to form a 24 - inch tramway furnish8d 

wheelbarrow e ntr y to t he rear hallway door o f our second floor. 

The building owner explained this constructi on as a temporary 

means fo r tra nsporting Paint and other supplies t o comp l ete t he 

unfi nished back rooms. and had no objection t o its use f o r 

transcorting fuel, if we thought we could keec our balance, as the 

Pai nt ers ha d done. He l o aned the wheelbarrow . and mv renaer ­

c l erk. equ i pped with his caulked boots, fa irl y danc~d h is way uc. 
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When 35- y e a r - old Otto ar r ived and was advised o f his 

ext r acur r i cular duties . which also embraced ooeninq UP t he 

unders i de o f a number o f native birds. shot and sent in by t he 

r a nqer s. he blanched and bel ~hed q u ite noticeably . Th0 d0ad birds 

were Part of t he study to de ter mine the eating habits of west ern 

bi r ds. and the ins truc ti o ns were t o carefully lift ou t the gul let 

and stomach intact, attach to the decapitated head for p r ope r 

i dentif ica tion by the Biolooi cal Su r vey. t r eat ~,ith Preservative. 

wrap in tissue paper and ship in heavy wr aocing paper to the 

W~ shin9ton Office. 

I showed Otto how to attend to the b i r ds. He wondered i f I 

coul d n't find time to do them a ll. I told him quite definitely 

that I had suoerviso r y obligations, that the f n rmer clerk had 

Prepared a dozen or more a t t he start o f t h is croiect and tha t 

more dead birds would be ar ri v ing f o r our attention . unt il th i s 

cooperati v e project with the Biolog ica l Survey was ca lled o ff by 

the ch i e f foreste r . He rolled u p his sleeves but d i dn ' t g~t ver v 

far . a s I learned after I retu rned f r om a n er rand. Ther e was no 

Ott o in siqht . on l y a no te saYi ng that he was v0ry sick at his 

stomac h a nd had go ne to h i s roo m a t the hotel . 

Also . he had been c a rrying stove woo d UP the l o ng f light o f 

stairs too slowlv t o keep us r easonab l y comfo r table. So I 

suqgested that he l earn to use the wheel barrow and brinq uc the 

larger amounts at a t ime . I offer ed to sho w him how the former 

cler k handled the job . H8 wat ched me a dd a few s crew cau lks t o rnv 

hobnailed field shoes to ge t bette r traction and my de livery of 

one well loaded wheelbarrow to the second f loor rear entran~e . H0 

then Pul led on the same shoes. 0 ri pped t he h8ndles o f t he 
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wheelbarrow . wi t h only half a normal load a s a starter . lifted his 

eyes to heaven in s ilent prayer. and attained a heioht of pr o bablv 

six feet, when his coy shimmying suddenly became desperate shakes. 

punctuated by a harrowino scr eam and a death- defv i ng dive to the 

arou nd below. He l a nded o n hands and knees and was not hurt 

exceot in dignitv. Not sn the wheelbarrow . wh i ch call e d f or some 

overtime on reoa i rs . The scream brought quite an aud i ence from 

the store and neighbor i ng bu i ldi ngs. a s Otto i ndignant l v cha nqed 

back to his own shoes a nd meekly picked up a chunk o f fuel wood 

under each ar m and patiently f ollowed t he old routine of around to 

t he fr ont and up t he long s t ainoJaY to 11ictory. 

It wasn 't l ong after this last eY oerience when Otto b~oan to 

oine for steam- hea t ed rooms and government orovided ianitor 

service . so a9r0ed with me that he would cr efer to cel~brate thi2 

and al l future Christmases in Wssh inoton. I was autho rized to re -

emoloY mv f or mer ranger ~lerk and was sent For~st Assistant W. N . 

Mi l ler to get our Newoort office f unctioning ef f iciently _ 

Well - intentioned Mr. Price caused me another wo rried 

s ituat i on earlier that f all . He had v isited Priest Lake a ft er 

McConnell ' s dismissa l. and became cuite enthused with District 

Ranger Dave Cooli n and wife , when enterta ined a t dinner in their 

nea t 109 cabin quarte r s . He t old m0 t ha t Dave had give n up all 

interest in hard d ri nk and was wor t hy of promotion to assistant 

':UPervisor . I wasn't altogethis>r sure of t hi s. Thr o uoh 

intervent ion o f Mr . Price , I received an allotme nt of tra i l 

construction mo ney to start wor k on the freouently travellA~ 

Granite Creek route t o the UPP&r Wes t Br~nch . I p romptlv s ent 

tools. food supplies and several day laborers f rom Newport and 
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Priest River. with a l etter plac i ng Coolin in charqe and ~ssistant 

Ranqer Sam Dav is a s his right - hand man. Abou t three days later. 

t wo of the Newport cont i ngent showed UP in mv new office to reoort 

that Da ve and Sa m had celebrated t he tr ai l bu i ld i ng p r osoec t by 

a etting half the crew drunk with them resultino i n t he ticcino 

o ve r o f on8 o f the rowboats depos iting a laroe cart o f the tools 

and food supclies o n the b o ttom o f t he l ake . 

I go t in touch wi th Ch i ef Inspector Sherman at o nce, who 

promot lv excelled both men . bu t i n def e r e nce to Mr. Price. l imited 

Coolin's s uspens i on to six mon t hs on condition of no over - drinking 

durino that per iod . It pu t me i n the p osi tion of keecing a clos~ 

watch on that gentleman. wh i ch I assumed his wife would do . I n 

anv case I didn ' t no w f ear so much hi s beino Pushed f 0 r assist9nt 

sucerv i sor . Within four months , he Passed away from acocl e xy , so 

it was recorted . I attended the f uneral. 

As f o r Sam Davis, that L..ias d i f fi cu lt to face in view o f 0L11· 

close association at Priest Lake . Th is became more t ryino when he 

called on me a t t he Newport o ffice . I pr oposed t hat we go out for 

a quiet walk . while I t·ied to make h im see my position under Mr. 

Sherma n and o the r s higher UP. I doubt tha t I succeeded, although 

I qot him t o admit t hat there was no legitima te argument I could 

ma ke. fol lowing so close on t he McCo nnell wel l -known c onflict with 

the l i quor orobl e m. 

M~llt'-IDER: t.Jhat l..ias done about the Granite Creek trail pro .iect? 

FROMME: I surely d i d n 't want to lose that, so I went to t he 

Priest River l iv8rY stabl e . and a sked f or their sneediest saddl~ 

horse . They rented me one t hat was reall y rari nq to r un. equipced 

with a buckaroo saddle so I wouldn't l ike lv sl i de o ff at th~ rear . 
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That animal ran with the minimum of spu·rino most of the way to 

Ranger Gabe McKenzie's s tation and my lower back was one vast 

broken blister from r ubb ing against the hiqh bac k of that snua 

buckaroo-type saddle. I gave Gabe orders that he was t o ta ke over 

the trail construction job at once . Befo r e he left. howev~r. he 

gave my blistered back some remedial treatment and appl ied a 

soothinq bandage . 

Af ter you finished with the cedar pole Problem . did you 

encounter any more cases o f timber s t ealing? 

FqOMME: Some of the attemPts to homestead timbered lands under 

the Forest Homestead Act of June 11 , 1906 had that appearance. 

However . in most cases reached by the Priest La~e road . t hese were 

usually due to a wi llful fraud on the part o f a crofessiona l land 

lncator. This unscrupulous guy would show the Prospective 

homesteader a Piece of na t ur a l meadow wit h i n the forest 

boundaries. pretendinq that his f o r est homestead apolication 

applied to the sa id meadow, but the locat or would actually enter 

t he l a nd office description of another area. too heavily timbered 

t o ever be approved for homesteading . His fee was usually 

i ns i gnificant compared with the act ual value of the land shown. 

It was understood that the v i c tim mus t live on and cultivate a 

reasonable Part of the acreage embraced in the description for 

five vears . I t was a lso u nderstood t ha t a Forest Service 

representative must investicate the described la nd in the 

application to determine if it was more valuable f or agriculture 

than forest production and that it was not needed by the Forest 

Serv i ce gs 3 r a nger station or for raisinq needed horse feed, o r 

other impor ta nt gover nme nt use . 
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Eve n though the locator's f ee was small compared to what 

service he was sucoosed to be rendering, it was easy money f nr 

hjm, esceciallv if he was able to duce several would- be 

homesteaders o n the same attractive Piece of meadow. He had to 

m8ke sure that he cave each a di fferent general la nd office 

descriotion, so that the app lication would be accePted cending t he 

time that it could be examined bv a cualified f0rest officer . 

We received so many applications duri ng one short period o f 

n ic e weather in the 8utumn o f 1907 that I became susPicious that 

some i ndiscriminate locator was on the job, especially since thev 

were all i n the J ack P ine Flats (the pine a c tually beinq lodqecole 

Pine). In one instance. the examiner happened to contact the 

prospective homesteeder. who showed the land he thouqht this 

application covered. It was part of the meadow extens i on above 

the Halfway House. a luncheon place o n the staoe road to the lake. 

His application actually covered 160 acres of Jack Pine with soil 

too 2hallow and sandy to justi f y attempts at farming . even if it 

were not timbered. 

As soon as weather end surface snow perm itted. e v0un9 

forester by the name of Clyde Leavitt was sent out from the 

Missoula district office on my acpeal for helc. H~ c0ncluded t hat 

the locator must be getting his app licati on f o rms and land 

descrir>tions frorn or through an attorney _ I suspected a cer tain 

man in Priest River. who used to operate under the old Timber and 

Stone Act. (3 June. 1878. 20 Stat . 89) 

I reported this Jack Pine situation to the Washington Office 

a2 field evamination~ of ma n y of the acclications began t o prove 

fr eud. I received orders to ma i l in a comPlete report with names 



89 

o f aco lice nts and legal descriotions of land covered . so thev 

cnuld clot th i s extensive area on a Kaniksu Forest map to show 

(ongress ~ow this June 1906 Forest Homeetead Ac t was be i ng abused . 

MAUNDER: How did you feel ahout Gifford Pinchot? 

FROMME : Oh , I thought he was a qreat man. ver y insnirinq. 

9rinqino UP his name reminds me of one of the many unf u lfi lled 

oromi ses made in my life, probably the most serious. He wrote me 

a cer sonal letter when I was on the Mt . Baker National For est at 

Bell inqham. Washi ngton, near the end of mv 37 years i n the Forest 

Service. He was writing his book on personal rPminiscences of hi~ 

early years as the forester and he wished my r ecollections of the 

f irst years of my own Forest Service employment . I either didn't 

realize how important my experience under McConnell could have 

b~~n to his storv of political oppression and f ailures. or e l se I 

had an inflated imcression o f being overburdened 1~ith imcortan t 

de mands on mv time . In any case. I never did supclv him with any 

of my initial experiences. I s till have his letter of January 26, 

1qao. ac~nowl0d9ing mY lam0 ercuses for failur e to resoond to his 

verv reasonable r eouest, and also my l ame cromises for the 

ind0finit~ futur~. His letter was much too liberal in ex cusinq mv 

derelictions and letting me off with his oreference for a full 

reoort rather than an early one. I'll send you his letter f o r 

whatever oossible value it might have for your files . I orefer 

not to accidentally run across it again. I did suqo~st t o Mr. 

Pinchot th8t if he could locate the Pau l Redington recorted on 

8Pniamin F. McConnell in the old Personne l filed of 1907 . he would 

obtain olentv of information concerninq forest administr 8tion 

carrv over from the political days of th8 IntArior D~oartm~ nt 
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control. A lame dodqe on my c a r t . 

MAIJNDER : Have ynu ever writ t en any of tf")is LID in y0ur 0 1.Jn style? 

FROMME: Yes. In fact, the Yale Forest Schoc,l of Forestry Library 

has thre~ secarate memoir s of mi ne that were submitted to the 

Thirty-Year Club o f the Forest Service in Portland . Orego n for 

distr ibution t0 t heir members in their publication called "Timber 

Lines." These co~1ered the fo lloL.J i ng periods c,f my official life: 

1Q06-17. an addition to 1906 that I entitl ed " A 8ett8r Man Than 

You Once Did It, " which was the a nsL.Je r I go t from Ranger Mike 

Mur raY. when I questioned the suitability of the bed he had 

Prov ided for me in a manger of his horse s t able, and 1912- 26. 

Fra nces M. Bolton. Librar i an. acknowledged r 8ceivi nq t hese t hrouqh 

the editor o f the Scho ol of Forest Yale Forest School News. and 

stat ed that she was having them bound together in durable library 

buckram of Yale blue with gold letters and claced in the Alumni 

Section. 

I could have mentioned that by the end of the fire season o f 

1908. when I was cal l ed to the IJashington office for some tra in ing 

for mY new assignment as chief of operation in the Sa n Francisco 

District office, McConnell's warning came to mind. "If you let 

these damn l ogg ing outf its know that they ~an buy timber on this 

forest reserve, we will be i nvaded by timber fallers. inspectors 

and cercetual grief. " 

Closely folloL-1ing our first sale to tri8 Fidel ity Lumber 

Company, I was hounded by so many other prospective timber 

P 1.1-rchasers that Pinchot sent me Forest Assistant John F. Presto n 

from his timber sales office to help me check o n three wi delv 

scattered tracts . 
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Other special memoirs of mi ne , mi meoqraPhed f o r ''Timber -

Lines." o f which I hBv<? extra cooies a r e "c:;- c, r e2ter ~,,. omme '-= 

Frenzied Fr u itio n Follo1.Jing Fly i ng fo r Fores t Fires." "Reckl ess 

C:.:ides Recalled bY Rudy ." . " A Ce rtai n Supervi:::;ors' Banquet Durinq 

Prohibition Days , " "B l ack Bea r Bats Out Hi s BreBkf ast, " "T he 

D<?tachAd Cart i lage Finally Depar t s . " "River Drivinq BY Day 2nd 

Revel Ri v i ng by 1'Eg ht , " and a coup l e other s , the e xac t t itles I 

ca n't now r ecall - -r eferri nq to an ear thoua ke stall<?d elevator in 

San Franc isco in the fal l of 1908 and one r elat i ng to the f ormer 

Multnomah Hotel ( now t he Reg i ona l Forester "s Of f ice) durinc a 

SuPervisors ' meeting . I' ll d ig ou t copies o f t hese and send t he m 

t c, vou. 

MAU NDER: Do you have any old pictures or snapshots that were 

t aken when you were in the Forest Service? 

F~'OMME : Yes . but most o f them are pasted in an al bum. I ' l l hav<:> 

copies made o f some o f the clearest. which I th i nk mav be o f some 

use to You. I snaoped mo re Pictures i n my earlier vears in t he 

Forest Service t han later and these were o n gove r nment f i lm. of 

which I have ve rv f e w cooies . My best Pictur es of mountain~er 

outi ng s and scenic features were taken with in the Olymp ic Nat i on2l 

Forest. 

MAUNDER : Did YOU k~00 a d iary? 

FROMME : OnlY as required by the Forest Service , mos t ly very 

brie f lv. just enouqh to aid in preparing excense accounts. 

d i ar ies were always o l aced in the f iles of the office concerned . 

a nd w0re very l ikelv destroyed after a f e w Years . A while back 

when the Portland Thirty Year Cl ub wanted my memoirs o f the 13 

Years I soent on the Olympic Nat ional Forest National Par~. I 
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wrote t o OlYmPia t o see if t hey could l e t me ha ve my old diaries 

to help with names , dates and reminders in ge ne r al . but theY said 

t hat all that stuff had been thrown away, 

MAUNDER: Let's briefly go over the chronolog y of vour career in 

th~ Fo r e st Service . You were at Priest River . I da h0 . f r om J u lv 

1906 to AuQu s t 1907. then to Newport . Washington as superv i sor 

whe n t he f orest name was changed to Kaniksu. But in the f all of 

1908. YOU were cal l ed back to Washington. To d 0 what? 

F~OMME: To qe t about two weeks training in district office 

procedure Preparatory to being sent to San Francisco a s ch i ef of 

oce r ation u nder Olmsted. I t was then called the Distri c t Five 

off ice and was later changed to Region Five. A year later in 

1qog. I was made sup er visor o f the Kl amath Na t io~a l Forest a t 

Yreka. Calif o rnia. And a y ear after that I was sucerviso r of the 

S iskiyou at Grants Pass . Oreqo n . I took the Gascuet Ra nger 

District of Ca lifornia with me, because it was easier to reach via 

staqe r o ad from Grants Pass than bv saddle horse f rom Yre ka . 

I had wanted for several years to become supervisor o f the 

Ol v mc i c Nat ional For est. because of i ts reputation as havinq the 

most t i mber and wildest scene r y of all the national forests . 

besides plentv of r a in, hence minor f ire risk . But ther e was 

a lways someone in Washinq t on to beat me to it. BY b e ing in Grants 

Pass. I was now i n Reo i o n Six . and when I got the c a ll fr om 

Portland in the late summer of 1912, that P.S . Lovejoy was go ing 

Eas t to t eac h that f a ll . I was in Olympia bY the first f a ll rain. 

I sold mY new bungalow t o Ne lson Macduff . the new i ncominq 

~uoervisor for 4 3100 in e~c row f o r 4 10 down. It t0ok him about 

three year s t o p ay the balance. Meanwhile I was supervisor o f t he 
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Olympic f o r 13 years . 

side . 

It rained 13 inches Per a nnum. on the west 

M~UNDER: That brought you i nto the ' 2Os, right? 

FROMME: Yes. 1926. But. I am overlook i ng the fact that in 1917, 

whe n the U . S . got into the First World War I w~s sent to Alas~e. 

with the understand ing that I was to serve as supervisor 0f the 

Chucach and Tongass National Forests. durinq Supervis0r w. G . 

Weigle's absence as a major i n a forestry reg iment . District 

Fo rester George Ceci l seemed to feel that Weigle would not be 

called until fall. but felt that his temoorar y substitute f or the 

Alaska Forests should get to Ketchikan by June 1 to get t he 

benefit o f his advice and good weather for acquaintance with the 

area and Problems. I got a wonderful a~quaintance with the coast 

region from a little below Ketchikan to the Matinuska territor y 

bev0nd Anchoraqe, includinq travel in the cabin cruiser ''Tann." 

suPervised by a capable younq captain and a Jacanese chef, a l l in 

Forest Servi~e f u ll-t ime emclovment f or the Ketchikan Ranoer 

District. I visited Skagway, S i t ka . Cordova and Anchor aqe b y 

commercial steamer. railroad or on f oot. I f0und w~iqle in a 

hospita l in Anchorage instead o f in his Ketchikan o ffice. He was 

resting f rom a hernia operation . which he had thus far kep t s~cret 

from the Fo rest Serv ice or the Army , for fear o f orejudicing his 

aPclication . He felt sure that since he had the doctor's o~ay I 

could continue my clans for renting a house . He fe l t sure that he 

w0uld be ca lled in the f a ll . 

I deposited one month's rent on a house, which was t0 be come 

vacant October 1, but when I go t in t ouch with Cec il by Phone from 

Seattle, he s ugqested t hat I a c cept a detail to h is o ffice f o r the 
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wint~r. as he had grave doubts that Weigle would now be ~cceoted 

by the ArmY. He approved my taking leave to Pi~k UP mv wif~ . who 

hed been stay i ng with her fo l ks i~ Spokane . pendinq our move to 

Alaska. I wrote and asked Geor qe Drake, who was then assistant 

supervisor at Ketchikan. to request a refund of mv advanced rental 

payment of $75 . ( Fo r further i nforrnation o n Mr. Drake . see (;:ieq_r g~ 

L. Dr~ke. Santa Cruz. CA : Forest History Society. 1975) George 

got the re l ease but not the refund, and he kept watch on the house 

t o n0te that the owner actually kect it vacant u nt il the very 

morning of Oct. 1. 

After filling in the offices of timber sales and cublic 

relations. I returned home to the Olympic . and furnished a rental 

home. I had Previous l y become involved as ~hairman of the 

Inauoural Bal l and Leg i slat i ve Dance Committee fo r the Chamber of 

Commerce. which ent itled me t o enter the floor of the state 

legis l ature at any t ime and buttonhole a legislator. I tried not 

abuse this pr i vilege. but certa i n socia l dance nuts among the 

Se nate . in par t icular seemed to crave my advice on such bills 

requirinq fire Protection a nywhere in t he state. Mr. Joy. head of 

the Private Land Owners f o r Fire Protection was especially 

outspoken in his praise of my efforts. He believed that the stat~ 

forester's sponsored bill was certain of defea t except f or mY last 

minute intervention with the Senate whip. Thi s senator . b v the 

way. was one of the danc i ng nuts. and was always requesting 

comolimentary tickets from me f o r the governor ' s inauqural ball or 

legislative dances, for his many Seattle friends. He and his wi fe 

were v0ry P0PUl3r socially and Ruby and I had had them to dinner. 

I must digress a moment to relate our encounte r on the 
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Olymp i c with the IWW (Industrial Workers of the World was often 

dubb8d bv timber operators as "I Won't Work'' ). These men mena~ed 

the war effort by urging strikes o n one Pretext or another. Three 

aoitators entered the Webb sale o f gover nment timber on Jimmy ­

Come- Lately Creek one a ft ernoon. without being aware that the 

loqqe rs were enqaged i n burning slash a s r ecuired bY the Forest 

Service contract. Mr. Webb, t he Purchaser. t e l eohoned me at 

dinner time. I ca l led the sher iff in Por t Angeles and uroed that 

they be arrested and taken before the U.S. District Att or ney in 

Seattle. I met the whole grou p there i n t he mo r ning . Webb . the 

s he riff and three IWWs. The latter had been treat ing the matter 

as a l ark until I read some federal laws Pertaining to 

i nterference with fire fighting and the timber sale ocerat or' s 

obliqations . They began to l oo k more serious and asked us 

questions . 

This resulted in a much larger trial than anyone had 

anticipated. These arrest ed men s ucceeded in making it a trial o f 

th~ entir~ I WW movement bef ore it was over. Their loca l attorney 

had for assistance the former trial lawyer o f Chicaqo , Clarence 

Der row . to the defense and s ubpoenas on District Forester 

Ferdinand S ilcox a nd Chief of Ope r ation (Query Author) Rutledge. 

S ilcox and Rutledge wer e there to vouch f o r the cooperative help 

they had gotten from the IWW on recent f i r es out 0 f the Missoula. 

Montana office . BY this time, our Port land attorney . Mr. Stalev. 

together. with the Seatt le district attorney. managed to get the 

trial judqe to forbid thei r test imonv on the grounds that this was 

a trial o f three indiv i dual men who interfered with fire 

sucDression on a s i nqle gover nmen t logg i ng oPeration, where 
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unburned slash was a dan9erous menace . I t was beinq bu r ned in a 

caref ul manner by exoerienced me n under contract requirements of 

the Forest Service. The three men were sentenced to the McNeil 

Island Prison f o r a year and a day. The timber sale ranger 

Everett Harcham testified on the dangerous condition. due to slash 

burni ng . He was o n the t orpedoed Lusitania enroute to France as 

an enlisted man in the forestr y r egi me nt the next year, saved bv ~ 

life boa t on the west s ho r e o f Ireland . I ncidentallY. Roy 

M0ncaster . another Olymcic ranqer. and previously a member of the 

Univers ity of Wash i nqton rowi ng crew, was an oarsman on this same 

life boat. but lost his life as they struck the I re l and shore . I 

got the Geological Survey Board to honor hi s memory with Moncaster 

Mountain in the Cuinault District of the Olvmcic For est. 

As to S it ka soruce for airclane co nstruction. t he OlYmc i c 

Forest. especially the Cu inault Ranger District . contr ibuted the 

most i n the sp litting o f l a r g e l ogs. A ra i lroad was hurr iedly 

constructed along the north shor e of Crescent Lake to get out 

spr uce, mostl y fr o m private holdinqs off the northwest corner of 

t~e Fo r est. Geor ge Cecil and I had a rather heated arqument with 

Co l one l Brice P. Di s que , o f the Spruce Producti on Division, at 

Crescent Lake on the railroad location just Prior to its 

co nstruct i on. We wanted it f urther uo the slope so that it would 

not inter f 0 r e with an ex i stinq resort and s evera l special - use 

summer homes, but we were accused o f trying to interfere with the 

war . The r a ilroad was built close t o the sho r e as the Co l onel 

wished. This was dur i ng the winter o f 1917-18. 

We also were forced to run down false r~ports on wireless 

station construction and such. Probably mY chief activitv 
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conne cted with this war was larqely unoffici al in leadinq grouc 

sino i no of Pa triotic sonos i n local t hea t~rs . s ~hnols and o t her 

public oatherings, also helcing with the entertainment of soldier 

groups, either as director o r carticicant--and managinq We~nesday 

and Saturday free dances f or For t Lewis soldiers on behalf o f the 

Qed Cross. when not on off i c ial travel. I ar r anged for dance 

orc hestras well in advance , some from out of town. but I had a 

co0cerative committee to helP, including my wi fe. There was one 

cooperative offic i al job with the Army manage ment o f Fort lewis . 

That was coverinq the area on ho rseback with a lieute nant to cick 

out two or three c ractical lookout p o i nts f o r fire detection . We 

received qood cooperat i on from t hem in furnishinq non-combatants 

( conscie~tious o b .iectors ) for fighting two bad fir e s. 

M6UNDER: 

1g26? 

FROMME : 

Where did you go after leaving the Ol y mo ic Forest i n 

I was transferred to Portl a nd t o serve in the off i ce 0 f 

0 ublic Relat ions dur i ng the absence o f John D. Guthri8. on an 

i ndefinite detail to the Wa sh i~oton Office. That was the word 

sent to me. Short news items sent out to Seattle and Peninsula 

Pacers merely sta ted that I was being c alled to the Regional 

~orester's office to serve in Pub lic Relations and that "C . S . 

Plumb . recent supervisor of t he Deschutes Na tional Forest 0f 

central Oregon, was reclacing Mr. Fromme a t Ol Ymo ia." Two o r 

t hree editorial comments on this br ief item seemed to hav e assumed 

~hat my t r a nsfer to P.R. in Portland was a Promot i on . and so 

commented. An editorial in the Port Anqeles pacer reall v e ff used 

over mY past service o n the Olympic , especially in '' promctness on 

the fire menace and gett ing t h ings done with the !Pest r ed tace 
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Possible. " ending with the t i me worn comPliment: "The Olvmc i c' ~ 

loss is Portland's oain . " 

However. I had q o od reasons t o doubt the cer man8ncy 0 f t his 

Req ional Office a s s i gnment . I n the first clace . Gut hrie's absence 

was f or a soecific s e rvi ce i n Washington. not ex cected t o last 

mo r e than t wo to three months, and the Portland Offi c e had been 

s ubjected t o a change in Re g ional Foresters only the Year 

previous. C. M. Granger, a new man to Reg i o n Si x, reclac ing the 

l o nq established Geor ge H. Cecil . who was beinq transferred to 

suoervi sorshiP o f the Ange les Nat ional Forest a t Los Angeles . 

Mv first meetina wi th t he new Regional Fo rester was under 

embarrassinq c ircumstances t o me, Cecil brouqht him in to my 

Olympia off ice about 11 o ' c l ock on Mondav mor ning. wholly 

unpredic ted, about an our after I ha~ a g r eed with the cresident o f 

our lo~al Ki wa nis Cl ub t o open the meeting t hat noon i n his sudden 

u ne xoected abs e nce . ( I had been serving a s one of the direc t ors. 

and the vice pres ident was out of town on a l o ng t rip) . Our ~lub 

lunched beh ind a movable partition a t t h e end o f a lar ge dining 

r oom of our main hotel and. si nce it wa s not too late for me to 

try to rustle another substitut e, I explained t o my v is itors t hat 

w~ thr0e c ould select a sma ll l u nc heo n tab le in t he main dinina 

r oom and put in our orders while I took the seven or e i ght mi nutes 

ne cessary to start Ki wanis off with si ng ing t he National Anthem 

followed by t he custo mar y al l egiance to the flaq o f the Un i ted 

£tetes of Amer i ca a nd a short craver by one of our minister s. 

Then . crobably one Kiwanis song if t he waiters were s l o w bring ing 

o n the food . I had crev iousl v told Ceci l what to order f o r me. sr 

whe n I rejoined my visitors, there was no waitinq on the cart o f 
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anyone. However. I aga i n thanked them f or excus i ng my absence, to 

whi c h Cecil resoonded aoreeablv , but not a snund from Gr~noer . 

which left me rather embarrassed . 

When I f ou nd time to catch Cecil ' s ear Privatelv. as Granger 

was busy with mv head cler k, I asked i f Granger had been "out out" 

by my attention to the Kiwa nis Club . The answer was a definite 

"yes '' , followed by quite a number of disapprovals o f my conduct of 

t he office of forest super visor. Most of these had to d0 with mY 

spend i ng t oo much time on commu ni ty cooperat i on. giv i ng publi c 

t a lks. associating with stat e leg i slators (especially in the 

matte r of advis i ng on pendi ng b i lls . whether of f orestry interest 

or not). oett ing involved in enter t ainment Projects (all of which 

shou l d be cons i dered beneath the dig nity of a forest superv i sor). 

His argument with Cec i l . aooarentlY i n evaluation discussions 

orior to the Kiwanis ePisode. was that such o ronounced oublic 

relati o n activit i es couldn't help but inter f0r e wi th time . w!,ich 

logically should be devoted to f i eld contacts wi th Ol ympic Forest 

problems . 

I believe that Cecil and other Regional offi cers aocreciated 

the fact that at t hat t i me. in 1913. when I arrived on the 

Olymcic. there was ouite an aqitation on the part of the 

Moun t aineer ' s Cl ub in Seatt l e and the Chambers of Commerce o f 

Grays Harbor cities to transfe r a l aroe cart of t he scenic 

interior of the nationa l f orest to national cark status under the 

DAPartment of th0 Interi o r . So fa r as I could learn . no for est 

of f icer had ooenly confronted this agitation exceoting District 

Ranger Chris Morgenr o th t o a mild extent with the Klah- hane Club 

(mou ntain- c l imb i ng) of Port Angeles , his district . 
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I considered this a oroblem of real orecedence , aside fr 0 m 

qettina a c cuainted with the djstrict ranoers . their ma jnr croble~s 

and the more accessible areas of each district. I ~a lled on the 

main o fficers of the Seattle Mo untaineers . q o t rnvself and wi f e a n 

invi t ation to .Join their 1913 Ol ympic Outing, a trek by foot an~ 

c~ck horses. through the forest , north to south . up the Elwha 

River and down the North Fork o f t he Quinault. We made a side 

trio climb of Mt. Olympus and other promine nt p0aks adjacent to 

the main route, and succeeded in gett i nq their unqualified 

endorsement of na tiona l forest administratjon o f the entire area . 

This was receated i n 1920. whe n other f orest mat t ers prevented my 

startino with them. and I had to catch UP with them by horsebac~ 

after they had a cne one week . No wi fe with me this time . She h~d 

ha d all the rouqhinq it she wa nted on the previous trio. seven 

vears before. 

Whe n I reached them. just before Mt . Anderson. on the 

Dosewallips-Duckabush East Fork Ou i nault-Hayes Cr eek Divide . was 

to b e climbed f or the first time of record . thev had already sen+ 

out a small co nti ngent to cl i mb a previously unnamed ceak o n the 

Haye s River-Dunoeness divide and l e f t a Mountaineer Club cooPer 

c vl i nder chained to a l arge rock, with an indestructive si q na t11re 

r o ll in2i d e . bearinq the d a te . their signa tures and the na me ''Mt. 

Fr omme" at the top. ( Inci d enta l ly, this peak , alonq with the ma j or 

mou ntai n area of the oriqinal wildern8ss desionation o f the o ld 

Olympus f orest was transferred to the Ol ymcic National Park alonq 

ah0 u t 19 40 or '41. An inou irY bv l e tter to thP par~ 

s u p e ri nt e ndent a t Port Anq e les gbo u t 1965, assured me tha t t he Mt . 

Fromme c ylinde r was still in clace and bore a l ~ r c 8 nu mber n f 
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mn unta in climbing signatures , following t he qrouo who named it . 

The GraYs Harbor National Park agit~tors beca~e rather ouiat after 

I oot acqu a inted wit h their l~aders. The Hoouiam ha lf drew off 

enti rely and publicly endorsed our wilder ness des i qna tion and 

tr e a tment. than~s to my conqenial a c ouaintan~e with t heir ac t iv~. 

longservinq secretary and my frequ e nt discussions with their 

prominent and p1· osperous machinery manufacturer and communi t v 

booster. Frank Lamb . He invited me to h i s home o n frequent 

occasions just t o get me into an argu ment . while he cr i ticized 

Forest Service shortcominas i n the matter o f oer cetual timb~r 

producti on . or n2tura l reoe neration. On two different 0ccasi0ns. 

whe n he was informed tha t I was in town on a fire crevention 

soeakinq croqr am. he telepho ned the hotel and invited m~ to 

dinner . 

A~ t o Granqer's charoe t hat I did t oo much Public soeakino 

f or one serving as a f orest supervisor. I can't ver y well refute . 

Mv incentive f o r mature audience appearance wa s usually the 0 ark 

aq itation o r the o ocortun i ty to meet a new clu b or orqanization . 

b11t mv lineup of hi gh sc hoo l assemblies. o~casionallv as many as 

f o ur o r five schools in a day in and around Seattle and Tacoma . 

WAS to cover as much ground a s poss i ble f or "fire- orevention" 

week . MY chief a im with th i s tyce o f a u d i e nce was to keep them 

alert to what I was savina. called f or the i njection o f timel v 

excressions o r short. apcroori a tely witty o r humorous stories . 

e~ceciallv wh~ n feeding statistics which would stic ~. 

I frecuentl v used fire Prevention sloo ans or warn inqs in t he 

p arody of toci~a l sonqs. using a l a nt ern slide oortab le 

blackboard for the words which the aud i ence wa s exoected to si nq 
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in response to leads , or questions. I \<J OU l d s i nq . 

~ 9ses o f simPl~ wording, easily me morize . m~relv sinq the wnr ds t0 

be r epeated in adva nce . As a sample, of t he earliest I used was 

"Ther8 ain't no f i res 1;Jt1e1· e we go" with bri e f verses t0.lJ.inq wrw; 

all to the then p opular "There Ain't no Flie s o n ~unt ie". 

NPedless to say , that was a long time aoo . A much later samp le is 

to the melody; "I ' m an Old Cow- hand ". If usi ng slides. I would 

show the f LJll choruse s , and . after a brief rehearsal. obtain a 

g enerous r espo nse on the repeats. especially the "YIPPI-I-0- KI -

AYE". I would sing t he verse . The verse I hatched f 0 r th i s 

number was: 

To the woods each summer Tende r-feet. 
like a drove of menacinq gr ubs , 
I ts no wonder some t rees leave i n a heat 
before these careless fire- b u gs ; 

-1-
Yes- sir - ree . some trees really pine, 
No -sir-ree. can 't l ast long' 
Liste n . you fire me nac ing tenderfee t. 
while we s i no this song : 
( All s inq) I'm a tanned pan f an 
f o r the woods , s o qrand. 
For the fore s t land-- I ta ke my stand: 
I'm a camcer , who never l e ft a fir e 
to reduce the woods to a fune ra l cyre 
For I qet that last scark or I ' m a liar 
Yippi- I-0-K i-AYe. Yipp i-I-0-Ki-AYe . 

-2-
(A ll s ing) I'm a tanned can fan 
(Etc . as befor e f o r two lines) 
I'm a tourist whom for est r oa d s inspire, 
never tir8 of rubb'ring on a r ubber t i re . 
But I flip ~o fag. freedom I des ire 
Yicp i-I-0-Ki-Ave. Yippi -I-0 - Ki - Ave. 

- 3 -

( All sing first ·two li nes. as before) 
I 'rn a fis herman who seldom gets a b i te. 
But oh not so where mosquitoes l ight , 
And the bees ' rouse me from a sit-down-stri~e . 
Yiooi-I - 0 - ~i - AYe. Yioci -I-0-Ki-AYe. 

-4-
( all sing--as before) 
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I'm a hiker . whom fores t t rai ls invite. 
if I crave to smoke. I must sit to li ght 
Then I r u b t he liqht 'til it's ou t of siqht. 
Yipci - I - 0 - Ki - AYe . YiPPi-I -0- Ki - AYe. 

- 5 -
If a guy should pu ff on a coffin na il, 
He must plant it d eep 'fo r e he hits 
Otherwise he'll sl e e p in the cou nty Jail . 
YiPPi-I - 0 - Ki - Aye, Yicpi - I - 0 - Ki - AYe . 

- 6 -
(Al l s ing e t c. as before) 
As we go throug h life. let this be ou r goal. 
always keep ou r fir e s under safe control. 
If we don't our ahos ts may be shov'linq coal 
Yiooi-I - O- Ki - Yea , YiPpi - I-0 - Ki - AYE 

Fr0ouentlY . as the termination to my lantern slide talk on the 

beauty and curposes of the Olympic Nationa l Forest, I would mention 

p r oqress o n the Olvmc ic under construction alonq Hood Canal . also 

north from Hoqu i a m and via Dungeness. throuq h Port Anqeles to Forks. 

th0 Booachiel and south. This was the cue f o r mY reauest of 

a udience part i c ipatio n in s ing ing my sonq "Oh OlYmcic Hig hway to the 

Olvrpcjcs" or. if in Olvmp i a at the tim'2!. "Oh Olympia. Gateway t ,) th,s, 

Olympics". I borrowed t he idea f or thi s sonq from the popu lar 

C,.:,nadia n "Al,:,uetta " , but altered the melody a.nd meter to betti:? 1- fit 

the Hi ghway wordi ng a nd t he naming of the laughable s tream crossings 

of Indian origin . I deve loced i t as a r o llicking f eature of our 

banquet e nterta i nment o f the Canad ian contingent to our Kiwan i s 

Distri 1:st Con\/enti on at Olyrncia in 1922, but it 1,1.::is fr-eou.ently 

requested at highway boos ting meetings durinq the se\/eral years that 

construction was i n prog ress o n this circuit of th"? Olvmoic 

Peninsul a . 

Governor Louis Hart was Probably mY most outsooken cublicitY 

advocat e . He requested my attendance a t a number o f boo s t er 

banqu e ts in adia cent communities so that h~ c o uld call out '' Hev, 

Fr omme. let' s have that Dose\,,1al l ics Song . " He creferred th is name 
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of one of the rivers to be crossed by the Highways , and which was 

l i?ted in one of the meny s hort verses under "Nevt w~ cast 2ome 

wicked walloos, Dosewallios ." Other streams or features were. as 

samcles . "On the highway . north we cush, Duckebush . runnino wild 

Just like a ch i ckie . Waketickie; Turn i ng west for c rabs, a mess . 

Dunaeness." etc. etc . As we reach the end of co nstruction at Fo rks . 

as first written, the song hurries south alonq the west side , 

f nllows; '' Someday f u rther south we go-- to the Hoh; Further treA+s--

on the Oueets ; Next to halt--at Quinault; On she trios--Humotulics; 

Go inq some--Hoquiam; Lumber oueen-- Aberdeen," etc . . etc.; "Back to 

Gay Olympia''--with aud ience receats o f the leader on each ohrase and 

name. The f orego ing are only about one- fourth of t he Places listed 

in t he song. hence, the lea de r was instructed to use o nly carts o f 

soec ia l i nterest to ~is location. 

It was in Seattle that I had my first experience "Going on the 

ai r . " The Seattle Chamber o f Commerce invited me to demo nstrate the 

Hiqhway Song with the backing of their prize 30-vo i ce g lee club, and 

f ollowinq a short statement of recrea tion trail plans to scenic 

Olvmcic features . I met the g lee c l ub a few minutes early so they 

could develop four-cart harmony on the ver se repeats and choruses 

before we started broadcast inq. It came in str ong in OlYmc i a. 

A revival of National Park a g itation was call e d to mY attention 

by Mr. Asahel Curtis as I was v isiti ng his photoqrach bus i ness on 

t he Se9ttle waterfront. He had been engaged because o f his national 

recutation as a mountain scenery photograp her. carticularlv o f Mt. 

Rainier National Park features, t o chotoqrach Mt. Olvmous and 

surrounding r ugged recreational features of possi b le national park 

stature. now within the Olymc i c National Fo r est. Monument or 



105 

Wilderness Area . The Aberdeen Chamber o f Commerce wou l d suoolv hi m 

with a combinAtion guide . cook and Packe r wi th three saddle and 

three c a ck horses, also a comPanion. the hu s ~v Mr. Olson. reporter 

f or the Abe r d een Wo r l d newsoacer . The rou te to foll ow would embrace 

s r ound tr ip . st a rting a t Cu inaul t Lake . skirting the west foothills 

to the Ho h River. up that valley to the Soleduc k Di vide . then 

crossing to the head of the Elwha and Queets Rivers . out t0 Ou i nault 

Lake via the Nor th For k. 

Mr. Curtis wished me to a c company h i m as much as conve ni ent . 

especially to help him ge t P ictures o f the wi ld elk. He had read a 

n~ws 9rticle of my havi ng qi ven an ill ustrated address to a jo int 

evening session o f the Senate and House o f t he State Leqislature , in 

wh i ch I showed starving and dead elk d ue t o over grazi na of the 

natural river bottoms browse and tende r tr ee tips . I was as ~ing the 

leqis latu re to co nsider some f o rm of l i mited hunting . He want e d me 

t o s h0w him some of these too nume rous elk. 

As I r e member. it was abo ut 1923 or 24 t hat Curt i s made the 

projected trio . I me t him in the head of the E lwha after a two- day 

b ~c koack hi ke of some 5 0 miles . To get pictu r es o f Mt . Olympus . we 

left the horses. cook and news-reporter in Elw ha Basi n came and 

hi~ed over the Dodwell - Rison Pass to t he l ower g laciers o f Mt . 

Olymcus taking photos fr om the Pass a nd cl oser. The weather was 

int~rmitte ntl Y good a nd bad f o r p hotograPhY. The discover y of a 

laroe ice c ave 0r tun nel. rough ly 15 or 20 feet wide and 10 to 1 5 

f eet high afforded some u nusua l Pictures f or Curtis in short sc~ l l2 

o f suns h i ne . Howeve r. a s we stepped outside t he dripcing ceilinq 

(?). we encountered suddenly dr i fting fog, ~1hich became i r r ecularlY 

dense wit h s now mist. It was a warn ing to get back to t he pass into 
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the Elwha Basin wi thout delav . Th i s. we started to do, but without 

on'-' r,0wlino success. The wind wes b,;,qi nninq to cir:) the h01,Jl ino. 

Well. we stopped for a moment to see if the wind might blow the 

s nowy- f0g enough t o give us a peep through to som,;, familiar f eature 

of this Upper Queets Basin. We certainly didn ' t wish to get lured 

t h-ouqh the wrong pass and find ourse l ves in a stranqe wat~r~hed 

and i t was foolish t o lose elevation by t r ying to locate the former 

2now tunnel for a fresh start . The afternoo n was just about go n<? 

whe n we bumoed against cliffs. too steep t o climb , e ven i f we had 

wished to, which we didn't . However. they seemed to be a ~liohtlv 

familiar landmark o f that edqe of Queet Ba sin iust t o the north of 

Dndwell - P i xo n Pass, as we had studied the topoaraPhY ~,hen we came 

0ver , tel.Jard noon. So we scrambled and s li d ::=ider.JaYs to our r i qht . 

I ha d a comoass all this t i me . but the f oo and blowino sleet made it 

useless. All o f a s udden we were on and startinq to cross downh il l. 

sli d ino foot tracks - Eureka! Uo sideways we s c rambled . just a s 

though l.Je had a ne1.J shot of hiqh-po1.Jered gas. It. was our lo ng 

coveted true Pass t o the El wha sure enouoh. S~vP n or eiqht more 

mi l es down hill f ound us stumbling into our came in the dark. much 

tn the relief of t he coo~ and Olson . 

A couPle days l ater. while engaged i n our threesome Pinochle 

game . an after supcer ritual . Curt is suddenly s topced to .iumo m~ 

about the 7,000 elk , "so many that they L.Jere starv.ino to dea.th." 

"T~~t conditio n is onlv i n the deep s nows of winter. when thev er e 

crol.Jded in the Hoh and Bogachie l river bottoms . " I remarked ; "N01.J . 

t hev are fattening UP i n the high mountain meadows ." 

crosse d several hiAh mountain meadows while comina through the Low­

r.ivid,-? and I haven't been cr r:,wded off t he trai l bv a 1w '? lk y0t . " he 
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"That's the t.)·ouble ," I answered. "You 'v•?. been travel i nq 

trails with a small army o f livestock ever since vou entered elk 

c0untry and ha r dly beyond the r inq of the Pac~horse bell when ta li nq 

Pictures. Tomorrow morning, you and I will leave this cavalcade to 

r 0 st up a day and I'll s how you elk bef o r e noon ." 

So, the next morning, bright and earlY. but still exuding 

P0s simistic remar ~s. he loaded me wi th his laroe portrait ca mera of 

8 x 10 film plates whi le he slung his gray flex - sPeed camera and 

eYtra films over his shoulder and f ollowed me UP throuqh scattered 

alpi ne firs snd mountain hem l ock toward a qrassy notch about 300- 400 

f eet above our camp elevation. No ! They weren't t here, but w~ we r ~ 

in mountain-meadow country, although rather narrow and curving in 

and out a r ound r oc k points and patches of short trees and brush . As 

we neared these frequent, small and usually sloPing meadow barriers . 

I would stec mo re careful ly, crane mv neck and ho cefullv pea~ around 

a rock o r throug h some small brush and get fooled, no elk again. I 

,,..18s b0oi nni no to doubt mv own optimistic Pr omise , but I hun· i ed on 

to .lust one more squ i nt a r ound or throuqh , and I could not trust my 

v0ice to even whiscer . I j ust Point ed while orinning back to Curtis . 

right on my heels . There appeared to be at least fif ty bul ls. does , 

and calves . a l l deliberatelv millina about in and out o f a small . 

shallow pond or so called water hole. surrounded b y patches of 

stunt~d . alpine trees and brushy growth . 

Curtis had his graflex ready for duty in seconds and started 

e as ·nq a bit closer to clear his view. Whe n I wa s beginninq to 

wonder if he was go ing to whistle to them first , hi s camera snapped. 

A TP8r quard o l d bull heard the c l ick. immediatel v aler t ed his 

har~m . other bulls. does and calves. They were all o n friend ly 



108 

terms now . but not so , i n the rutting season of late September and 

O~tober . when the mo r e vi r ile and l a rg~r bulls ~0vet har ems 0 f S t o 

10 o r more cow elk, a nd often tangle their antlers wi t h 

infi l tr ators . 

The result of the Curtis trip , in brief . was his endor~ement of 

the Forest Service Wilderness P l a n as ooposed to any Natio nal Pa r k 

involvement and a wonderful s e t of sceni c ohotogr a Phs supporting 

e ither idea. He, with his pic t ures and recommenda tions was l ater 

ca lled to a congressional hear ing in Washinoto n . accomcan i ed b y mY 

district ranger Chr is Mo r ge nroth , to oresent the local angle and 

earlv history o f chief ly the west heavy timber OlYmci cs . 

My contac t wit h Asahel Curtis in ear ly 1926 wa s qui te 

f latte rinq to me . but , a s I Predicted at t he time. it ne ver qot off 

the qrou nd. He s aid t ha t he had been delegated by the director s of 

the Seattle Chamber of Commerce t o ask if I wo u l d be willing to 

accep t a soeak ing tour o f about two weeks to Present my Olympic 

lRntern slide talk to t~e princiPa l ci ti es of the s ta te o f 

Washinq ton . all arrangements and exoenses to be fina nced b y the 

s~att le Cha mbe r. Th i s Project had be en propos~d and acceoted a t a 

rece nt s t ate- wi de meeting of Chamber of Commerce Sec r etaries in 

s ~at tle and dates ha d been tentativel y set f o r Febr ua rv . or 0vidi ng 

of course t ha t the entire ide a would be acceptable to me and the 

~0rest Servi ce . Curti s was t o a ccomcanv me on the first Pa rt of the 

t rip i nvolving Be lling ham , We na tchee , Yaki ma and Scokane to 

introduce me and operate the l a nter n. so t ha t I could speak f rom th0 

s t a g e a nd better get the aud ience Primed to respond to the sinqinq 

0f t hA Ol vrncic HiQhwa y So nq, which shou l d t erminate ~ach gather inG . 

Either Curtis o r ano ther Seattle Chamber o f Commerce d i rector ,~oul d 
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A Seattle automobile and dr i ver would be used throughout. and the 

croqram would be Present ed in the hio h schoo l auditorium or a local 

theater. a ll evening shows . 

I was Personally elated at this oenerous offer. but I had t0 

promptly damPen Curtis ' enthusiasm by advising that we had recently 

been subjected to a change in r egional foresters at Por t l a nd. and 

that I had serious doubts o f the new man's approval. Ye naturallv 

t,1as curious . dumbf ou nded. etc. etc., but wou l dn't accept any 

i mmediate "no. " l..Janted t o knot,J if I t,Jas ~ntit l ed to anr,ual leav8 

a nd t,1 r:,uld bl? t-<Jill5.no t o use at least ten daYs or so a s outlin•fCL 

"Glad ly. " I said, "but Gr anger would assume tha t I t~101_1ld be 

r0cresenti n9 t he Forest SErvice even when off duty, and he alr~ady 

feels that I have accen t ed Publ i c activities to the negl ect of more 

PG'rtinE•nt f 0rest duties ." "Well . but you wouldn't be expected t o be 

avai l able for a forest duty while o n annual leave. and there ' s 

s-1t,· is-ly no likelihood of a f orest fire in Febr ua,·y, " e t c. etc. 

He finall y asked i f I had any o b jection to hi s ca lling o n Mr. 

Granger in Person. orovidinq he could arra nge for a n audience by 

telephone . and if so sanctioned by the other Chamber o f Commerce 

directors and in spite of my expla nation of reasons for any likel y 

approval . 

He called me bY telep hone two or three days later. saying t hat 

he was too mad to trust his remar ks over the teleohone and wanted me 

t0 acceot a dinn,s, r date at his home "tornorro1.,1" if I could arr8rJCl'? 

it, wh ich I did . The anst,.1er i n Portlanr:J was "No 1" as I had 

2nt i ciPated but I will not attemot to cuote anv of the conv~rsation 

as related to me by Curtis nor his exor essed ocin i on of the Person 
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who so "dePreciatingly insulted" him. as he cut it. 

D~rhaPs I can be Pardoned for recallino here some of the 

involvements of my ' teen Years . wh i ch tende d to build UP my interest 

in Public ~ontacts . Gaining some comPetence with the mandolin was 

one thinq. especially as I became a Part of the hiq h school 

orrhestra. Singing popular sonos. esPeciallY the comedv tvp~ . was 

promoted by aud ience response to vaudeville or musical comedy hits. 

which I picked uc by ear from fr equent usherino duties at the 

Richmond. Indiana Ocera House. 

A residence neiqhbor was emoloved as head usher with cav . I 

worked under him for fun and exPerience. the latter being chiefl v 

obtained ba~~ staoe before the audience doors ocened. This Jed ~o 

takinq acting carts in hich school plays, and ioininq the Stro l lers 

dr8ma qroup at Ohio State in mv junior and senior years. with the 

additio nal ti tle of makeup assistant . (Which interest has cursued 

m~ throuqhout life . resultino in a paying hobbv ~,ith colleoes. hio h 

schools, community players. fashion shows, queen-contests. etc . 

since retirement. The latter type makeup. however. requ i red some 

further spec i al traininq in cosmet ic supply houses in Hollywood. 

after movino to Southern California. Prior to this fami l y move. I 

accepted a student- teacher oosition in the Drama DePartment at thP 

llniv0rsitv of Washington. laroelv due to the war demands on the 

younger males available for s uch duties a t that Period.) 

Back again to hiqh school days. a particularlv fond 

recollec tion o f mY senior y e ar was my acqua intance with Stric~land 

Gillilan. then a young man reoorter and humorous WYiter of both 

verse and crose with the Richmond Pal l adium. of wh ich I had a 

distributinq route after school . He had suddenly become f amous for 
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hi s "Off aqin. On aqin. Gone agin . F innioan . " This was the 

Purported teleqraphed report o f " KYars" off t he track , a s reoorti=>d 

tn the superintendent F lann i gan by section boss Finnigan. after the 

lat ter had been ce nsored for making his previous rePorts of fr e cuent 

simi l a r accidents t oo wordv . The story was told in seven- line 

verses of extremely humorous Iri s h brogue. 

Strickland b ecame o u ite PoPular as a humo r o u s scea~er f or 

var ious gatherings after that, and encouraged me with my Yen for 

civinq humorous publi c monolocs in atte mpted Germa n or Swedish 

dia lect ( more popular in those days than now) . He a lso s e emed to 

~njov som8 of rnv foo lish writinqs f o r my history c l a s s. often 

cub lished in our hiqh school magazine , s uch as ''Copy o f a let ter t o 

Rudy Fromm.<? from Henry VIII, wri t t e n o n h i s death bed 

conc0r ning his many wi11es" arid "Shall l.Je Gobble Uo t: he PhiliPPines." 

T~e latter was mY p retended attempt to refut e IJ.S . Senator 

Beve ridge , whose speech was i n the current cress, a dvocating 

an nexation o f these isl ands by the United States . I ti)o k t he 

opposite. or Democrats ' view, pretending to h ave v i s ited them about 

that time . Then I ouoted i nt erviews with "b e er -suds sal e s men . 

Ch inese laundries and drug vendors , noting that DeWitt 's Little 

Early Risers wer e advert ised t o qe t the lazy men out of t he muddy 

s hac ks a nd into the muddy l airs of snails a nd turtles f o r t he fa mil y 

sou p. Corn med5cine was also pushed a s c uri no the e xpa nsive f eet o f 

Aouinaldo's f a t wives. who wer e a ttemc ti nq to wear th8 hio h- heeled . 

P0 inted t oe at r ociti es t ake n from the cinched feet of vi sit ino 

missi o na ri es they ha d eat e n. 

MY atte~oted hu morous argument f o r Phi liPPines indeoende nce 

E•nd ed as f o llo ~o.,1 s . quot ing fro m an old scr a c book "Every time I l i ck 
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~ revenue stamc to a bottle of Dr. Allen ' s Brain Food. I ref lect 

with Aou ina Jdo : i,Jhy i<::: this thus?" And. "Some of v0u rr9.v .ec t uallv 

think tha t these Philippines need the kindly gu i dance of a superior 

hand. with the index finAer on the tri qqer o f a Kr aq-7orgenson 

rif l e; but let us . in this onward mar ch of civilizati on alwavs 

Temember. "there a r e other s." 

Gi l lilan requested t ha t I accompany him tn a r a l lv of the local 

Democrats , where he drew some lauqhs with Irish ya rns. then 

introduced me and mY "ShaJl We Gobb le UP the P~iliPPines." Th is 

aPPeared to be quite lauqhably-- if no t c o litically-- rece i verl. and 

receiv~d some noti c e in next morning ' s pa pe r . Mv f a t her . who was 

advert i s i ng manager for Gaar . Scott & Comoany, s t aunch. i f not r abid 

P0 nub l icans. had t o e ndure s ome r a ill e r v because his s o n 3ooear ed t o 

be chamoi o ninq the Democrats . But I don't think it disturbed h im 

tn0 seriously. (Jumpi na brief lv to 1919 . I was affor ded a brief . but 

l auq hable . heart warming visit with my old boosti nq friend . The 

Snattle papers had given capers ouite a bit of soace to t his 

nationally recog nized humorist. 9. l l to the adva ntage o f hi s 

accearance in per son on the vi siting Chatauoua staqe_ 

Thi s ent ertainment was scheduled f or Olymc i a . immediately 

f nllow i nq the Seatt le showing . s o I WAS all s~t to hear mY for mer 

fri~nd from t he audience . But . a s bad luck would have it. a 

telechone call f rom Por tl and required t hat I catch the mi dniqht 

steamshio. Soleduc k . out o f Seattle f o r Por t AnqAles Sunday n i oht . 

t o be 00ne f0r orobably a wee k. Luckil y , I f nu nd by i nouirv at our 

main hotel that he had sl i pped in cuietly around noon. bu t with wor d 

t o the clerk not to be called until the next mornina . 

The old f ashi o ned reg i s ter book d isclosed the r 00m number. wh~ n 
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the c l e r k d i scre etly turned h i s hea d. and I was shor t lv tapoing on 

the d0or. after notinq the room to be we l l lit. The oruff resoon~e 

was not e ncouraginq, bu t I softl y rema rked " I wonder if you reca ll a 

certa in h i qh schoo l jerk. who pe d dled the Richmo nd . Indiana 

Pa l ladium in 19 0 0 - 0 1 by the name of Rud o F romme? '' My welcome was 

very w8rm. eve n thou gh he had sorung out of bed i n h i s oa .jamas. 

throwing newsp a p ers in a l l d i rect i o ns . 

Needless to say. we lauqhed a t many old reminder s. and he 

oart i cularlY joked o ver my e nter ing the Forest Serv i ce aft e r 

so3rring with cartoon illustratino . attempts at featu r~ wr itina and 

staqe entertainmenL. He remarked that he thouqht at first t hat I 

l••,q •;, d<:>vising some hr;,ro i c manner o f gett i ng lost. but when hi? learned 

tha t I was p l anni ng e mployme nt with Uncle Sam. it sounded more 

sens i b l e t han wrest l inq wi t h t he writ i no . illustra t i nq or actino 

oame . 

Anothe r more f amous Hoosier came into my hiqh schoo l Years very 

brief ly . Thi s happ e ne d whe n I wa s i nv ited to s i t on the Earlham 

Colleoe soeaker ' s p l atform. I was uncomfortab l y starched UP in a 

"boiler o la t e " 1.Jh i te s h ir t , t,Jing color , wh i te tie and "tai l s ." s .sme 

as t he college male auartet. wi th whom I "was wor~ing . " a nd t he same 

as the colleoe pres i de nt and our di stingu i s hed visiting speaker . 

James Whi t comb Riley . A big difference. however. wa s that my dress 

suit was rented . wh i le the others . no doubt. "belonoed." hence 

h~tter fitted. However. the college quartet pa id the rent. as they 

had on several prev i ous occasions. l.Jhe n I SU.PPl i e,:J the "lauqh 

relief , " as termed it. by appearing bet wee n some of t hei r heav iest 

tear jerkers l,Jith a "Du t ch " or Swedish mono log . At Mr . Rilev's 

visit. we served as a sort of no i se abatemPnt . ~1hile the ushers were 
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oilotinq the audience to their reserved seats. 

MAUNDER : About how lonq were You in the P.R . job at Portland? 

FROMME : I believe it was about two months, and I was beg inni nq to 

enioY mv contact with news reoorters . making an occasional publjc 

address and working up Forest Recreat i on Folders . involv i ng visits 

to the city oublic library. I had onlY one Personal conf lict wi th 

Mr. Granqer. when he ouest i oned the propr iety of my accePt i nq an 

invitation from the local Kiwanis Club t o accomcany t hem and thei r 

families on a caravan up the Columb i a Hiqhway to a Picnic lunch wi th 

Hood Riv8r Kiwanis. I was to l ead the sinqinq of a parody o f mY 

Olymp ic Hi ghway song, extoll i ng the major scen i c s pots of this 

ro11te . I had olanned to t ake annual leave f o r the dav . as I was not 

on a detail to Port l and, but a n actual resident on my own exoenses. 

He asked me if I thought that t~at was a more important use of 

my t i me then what I was doing in the Req i on Off ice. wh i ch I thought 

v1as not a f ai, question . as I didn ' t assume that I 1>J2s wor ki nq on 

anything at the time that was urgent. Tha t' s where the matter 

end~d . except that I had the embarrassing chor e of t~llino the 

entertainment c ommittee that my participation as cont emclated was 

not lnoked upon with favor by my superior officer. They see med to 

be more than disaopointed, and proposed at once to send one of their 

most Prominent business heads to int~rvene. which. of cours'?. I had 

to cool o ff immediately. They had already printed several hundred 

~ooies o f th~ suggested sono words I had p,epared . and which the 

Port land Cl ub had rehearsed under my leadership at a recent 

21.rnch<?on . 

I left them a CODY of the original Olvmoic Song for t h8 Piano 

score . and urge that one of their customary song leade,s get to 
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working on it , but l a t er lear ned that they were not successful in 

this maneuver. I beqan to look more f avorablv on my n~xt 

assignment. wh ich was the suPervisorshiP of the Deschutes National 

Fo rest at Bend , Oreoon. I reached t here :n J u ne . just in ti me for 

the Guard Train ing School, arranged by the Assistant SuPervisor B i l l 

Herri man . Bill had been serv ing as actinq s ucer visor after Pl umb 's 

transfer to the Olympic s everal months before and he. as well as 

many close friends. had hoced that he would be promoted to 

sucervisor. f o r which he was well qualified c a r ticularly in the 

cattle and sheep g r azing busi ness. o f which there w2s considerable. 

However, I couldn't a s k for a more cooperative attitude than Bill 

showed before me. He noticed that I ha d a ma ndo lin as he met me a t 

the train. so suggested tha t I bring it to the Guard training school 

fnr some eveninq fill-in around the campfire . I suogested that it 

wou ld sound better with g uitar chordinq, to which he responded that 

he miqht be able to sucply that if I could cut mv stuf f in the ~ey 

of C or G. as those were the o nly chords he knew. That was no 

crob l e m f orm~. so we had something f or the boys to sing their cow­

punching songs to, as a relief from commiserating o ver compass 

mistakes and horse-cac~ing debacles of the day's exam. 

This more open country, wi th its surplus of roads or c 9r tra i ls 

wa s an enjoyable contrast t o th~ West Side Forests on which I had 

previousl y been employed . and I enjoyed the contrast for a change. 

The timber sale business in Ponderosa (Western Ye llow) cine a9ve me 

some contrasting prob l e ms to the far denser and rouoher Douolas f ir 

tyoes. I found Shevlin- Hixon and Brooks-S~anlon excel l ent peo~le 

wit h whom to do business , and the distric t ranqers and o ther forest 

Perso nnel well 0L1alifi ed for their particular i nbs and l o c ations. 
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Bs nd also had a l ively Kiwanis Club f o r my sonq leadinq 

pYopensity and a patient audience f o r talks o n forest work and t he 

fi re p r oblem . We depended almost wholly on the mountai n loo kout 

system f or fire detect i o n then. Forest Ass i stant Les Co lvi l got 

some aood natur e d r a illery f o r disturbi ng the locA l ai rwa v s bv his 

heavy voi c ed joshi ng and Plotting o f unusual smokes of and from 

these s i x o r seven high- sighters . He sat bv an o cen window on a 

dow ntown busi ness s tr eet. and Passersby often would a sk me if he was 

bYoadcasting over somG invis i ble airway c ircuit . or r e allv blasting 

i nto a hidden telephone. We had sma l l smoke chasing units orga n ized 

and trained a mong our trail or r oad constr uc tion c r ews . along wi th 

some adjacent ranc hes and mill workers. 

The Deschutes Forest was v ery popu l a r for the s mall car 

traveler i n the hot and dusty s u mmers. and I often made a poi nt o f 

tra il i ng the more car eless l ooking t y p 0 s o n S u ndays and holidays. in 

particular. I ar ranged in advance wi th justices o f the Peace to be 

r8adv to int e r v i e w and set the fine over t he t e l ephone if any ranqer 

or I caught anyone flipping a light ed match o r burninq ciqarette 

from a c ar wi ndow o r leaving a camcfire no t thorouqhly extinguished. 

If the offender cou l d n ' t promise to c a l l at the off icer' s o ffi c e o n 

his ~ray out. he was i nstructed to pay me t he amount of the f ine set. 

f or whic h I would na t u rall y SUPPlY a receipt, s t ipulat i ng the date 

end name o f the offende r . the t y pe of o ffense and a~ount o f fine. 

usual l y r a npinq f rom SlO to $25 depe nd ing on c i rcumstances . I had 

as many as three cases in one busy Sunday . 

Among the city o f Bend. I soon encounte r ed a very cooperat i ve 

spirit. espec ially as I fou nd mo re time in the fal l a nd winter 

seasons t o d evote mo re a ttention t o civic and soc i al matters . A 
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high school committee o f t hree members o f the freshman c l ass cal l ed 

on me the first f a l l to s e1·ve a s their "r lass Dad. " to meet at th<? 

s aid school regu larl y o nce a month o r more if c a lled by their 

p rincipal t o dev elop Plans f o r oreater cooceration bet ween the kids 

a nd ci t y bus iness o r other interests in any oro iect o f merit tha t 

migh t ar i se. and i n whi ch such help was f e as ible . The other t hree 

c lasses we r e a l r eady suoplied t~ith wor king Class Dads. one be ing~ 

movie house manaqer. o ne a ge neral merchandise ow ne r and the third a 

pol ice o fficer. I was re- elec ted by the same group as they advanced 

throug h the stag es of sochomore. Jun ior and senio r gr a des. but was 

trans f er red to Port l and in the early s Pri nq year o f the senior 

class , v-Jhi ch f o rtunately o r unfortunately exc-used me fr om all the 

fol - de-rol o f q radua ti on ceremonies and r esco ns i b ilities . 

I n social a nd l oca l money r ais ing affai rs . parti c ul a rly hiqh 

school s tage imcroveme nt s. the American Legion was quite acti v e and 

soon Pr essed me into service as ba nquet song leade r . also an e ~dman 

director o f t he ir annua l minstrel s how . They f urni s hed "Chorus 

Gi rl" costumes. different each year t hat I 1;Jas t hPr':l to take r:-harge , 

for a g r oup of eig ht to twe lve dance s tep h ich school g irls. 

di r ected jointl y by o ur c h i e f cl e rk ' s 20 - yeer-old daughter. Evelvn 

Cr ites and me . Ev e l yn had danced on the Cha t auqua Cir c ui t for a 

vear o r two and knew some cl e ver chor us li ne steos . I had Picl<i?d uo 

most o f mine from wa tc h i ng p r o f ess i onals rehearse a t theat e rs. where 

I ushered as a kid or from t ap d a nce teach"?rs in va ri ous 

c o mrnu nit i es. t,J ho rn I used as bol~ery waltz oar t ners o r other ::;tu ,t 

acts put on a t l o d qes or c ommu ni ty benef its . 

Be nd. Orego n' s locat i on, esoecially in the d➔ad o f winte r . was 

such that crof ess i ona l ent ertainment ac t s were never availab ] e. nor 
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1-'-':\S there television then. hence al most any tvpe of entertainment 

talent was in demand, and mostly f or very worthy causes . Two o f the 

routine sonq and da nce acts with the Legion soonsored high schoo l 

girls. I entit led, "Goofy Gus and the Follies Berser k " and "The 

Swede and Sweet Review." A local sportsmen's club. sffiliated wi t h 

our two larqe mil ls once took our grouc to a mid-winter convention 

of the State Rod and Gun Club . at wh i c h the girls. wor~ino f rom a 

staqe in a larqe di ning room of the main hote l . shot smal l candy 

balls toward the men and their ladies f rom small red POP guns at 

certain accent points i n a song and dance act I Prepared. 

For Fire Pr event i on Week. I orga nized a laroe city parade fo r a 

Fridav afternoon, when all schools were l et out, as many o f t hem 

were used i n t he parade t0 represent var i ous f or~st visitors : Boy 

Scouts. Girl Scouts, Campfire Girls, picnickers. campers in old. 

overloaded jAloPies. hobos and girl Gvpsies in makPUP and tattered 

clothes. We d i d n't have hipoies then , althouqh olentv o f mini 

skirts and foolish swim costumes . representing various Deschutes 

Lake Resorts o r Camps. Some kids wen t as forest fi re fighters . some 

in a Forest Service fir e truck with a oortable oumc and ree l s of 

hose. 

The groups ~ept s eoarate as much as ooss ibl e and each was 

l abe l ed with billboard o r cheac wh ite cloth s i gns with large oai nted 

l0tters o f designation and fir e sloga ns. The high school band was 

in front. closely followed by l arge draft horses Pulling hi0h wheels 

draqginq big loqs, suoolied from t~e nearbv lo99inq ~Joods; also mill 

trucks with fini s hed lumber, s hinql es and a story and a half lookout 

house orooerlv occupied. This last mentioned brouaht uo the rear. 

flvinq a larqe U.S. flag . A smal l dance band i mmediately creceded 
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the lookout house, the band being seated on a flatbed truck. All 

the kids' croups preceded the last two mention~d trucks. 

We seemed to have everything in this parade, olus the h i qh 

wheels. that was i n the Olympia Fire Prevention Parade durino 

Governor Hartley's admin i s t ration excect a state 9overnor . 

0lYmPia situation I djdr,'t use as many kids ' orouos but more 

In th~ 

marchinq ba nds from other nearby schools, and more wood Products 

truc ks . Plus Gove rnor Hartley in person. He had told me that he 

thought he cou l d clan his time so as to r i de in his seven- seat 

li mousine driven by a regu l ar chauffeur with Amy (meaninq his well ­

known or i vate secretary) seated in the rear betwee n him and any c ity 

diqnitary I miqht select . I hadn't selected anyone for the r ear seat 

aside from himself. as Amy told me to count her out of it enti r ely. 

~ ~inq Count y attorney (also State Senator) contended that the 

oovernor would find some excuse to back out at the las t minute-­

Pressinq business elsewhere or somethino-- I didn ' t think s o. He bet 

me a 25 cent cigar, to wh i ch I agr eed, althouo h such a ciaar in 

those davs was a bit bevond mY experience . 

Well. sure enough. he called just the day before the big event 

saYino that his chauffeur and car would be avail eble but that he 

must be out of town on some unforeseen business . I r ushed uo at 

once to confer with Amy in the outer of f ice and f 0und that she knew 

nothing of such a conflict. wh i ch was auite qood Proof that he had 

merely chanqed his mind. Per haps because she didn't wish t 0 ao . In 

any case. I had already arranged with six attr active senior hioh 

school airls for two in fr ont. two on the jump seats and on~ o n ~ech 

side of the governor in the rear seat. I informed Amy of this Plan 

and she aqreed to ~eeP him around in t he morninq on the pretext of 
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som<0 f oreicrn visitor , whose na me she had misp l aced. u ntiJ. the b~11y 

of qi rls should a n · ive with a "le9al summons. " 

~-0 I typed a bunch o f "1,Jhere As I s . . .. Ther efor e. be i t:. res=o l ved 

that the Honorable Governor Hartley shall ride in the F i re 

Pr9vention Parade in rompa n y with the f o ll ow ing se ni or high school 

maidens ... the n f o llowed the six names. I had the si x q i rls i n Amy' s 

o ff ice a tr ifle bef o r e nine . as cr eviouslY a rranged . and Amy st~cced 

into his o ffic e a nnounci ng that there was a be1;y o f beaut iful yo1.,no 

L:u:Jies r:Jesirinq to serve h im t,.Jith some sor t c,-F a J.09al summons . 

We ll . I had my first t aste o f a regal 2 5 cen t ciga r a ft e r dinner in 

~v easy c ha ir before a cheerful f ireclace at home that evening. 

The observance o f Fire Preventio n Week, escec i a ll y f o r gettinq 

the messaoe over to th0 s c hool youngsters. i nscired me t o devel o c a 

short ol aY o f Pe r hacs 20- 3 0 minutes o f Presentation time . i nc lud i ra 

~.:oms b r ief oreli rninarv remarks as to the ser i nusn<?ss 0f i ts P'.ffD<)S8 . 

even thoug h Presented in light vein i n an atte mct to keep it 

interest inq and t he audience continu all y awake . I entitled it " 

Forest F ires Fo lly" o r "Carnes. Tr a mps, Vamps, Sc8 rnPs and Cl amos . " 

Push M. Ranqer --At hl e tic t yoe in Forest Ser vice shirt and breeches . 
Will ie Watchout--New lookout . Tenderfoot . Light weioht . 
Gove rnor Goof--Fir st Hobo . Shabby mi s fi t clot hes. ComedY . 
Senator Sap--Second Hobo . S ha bby mi s fit clothes . ComedY. 
Camnfire Girls--Six or mo r e hiqh schoo l s ir ls. who ca n siqn snd 
d ance . ( The Ca mpfire Chorus Girls should be of about L' ni f orm size. 
if poss ible. 3 nd dressed a l ike in a r e d . white and blu~ outfit t o 
represent "oear l , r uby and saffire" v-io r ds i n their sonq ; cerh.s,os . 
bl u e sweater or b l ouse . wide. floooy red ti es gnd whi t~ s~irt. o r 
e tc. One g roup at another schoo l wore whit e b louse. blue shorts and 
-ed hal f socks.) 
Mr . Wal . Nutt--Hen- pec~ed papa in out ing garb. Slender t vpe. 
Mrs . Wal . Nut t --Rat her robus t in outing s lacks. Sceaks e mohatic . 
Ches . Nutt--Awkwardlv attired in small b o ys s hort or 2 tao o a nts . 
Hazel Nu t t--In fooli sh l y flashy you ng 9 irl s camc inq outf i t . 

The story in brief : The r a nger is fl i cpi nq f laciac ~s f o r Willi e's 
breakfast , while th8 latter is snor ing in a sleeo i ng b aq , full y 
clothed . e xc e ot for hiohtoo. l a ced f ield boots nearbY. Ra nqer ~ic~s 
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sleeoinq bag and rema r~s that Wil lie's br e a kfast is readv and t hev 
must be on their way soon to finish carr y ing suco lies to the lookout 
stat i on that thev vis ited vesterdav, and which Willie is to man thi? 
sum~er. ( Terse remar ks from both as Willie eventua lly qe ts himself 
ou t of the s leePi nq baq.) Te l e phone rings offstage _ Qanqer answPrs 
from emergency Phone he had Placed o n c rude table. It's a call from 
a lrJokout stat i o n advisinq of s mall one- man f i r P on a oiv<?n azim1 Jt". 
readino. which the ranger clots o n l arqe f orest mac on sucport 
(vertical) back of table. He t he n cells a nother loo kou t for a cross 
sho t. (P l otting visible to audie nce by means o f cords fr om pegs 
stuck in map a t the l oo kout po i nts. ) 80th men are off t o the fir P . 
the ranger remarking that fire too ls a re in the car. (Audience hears 
car mo t or d~pa rtino.) 
( Pianist f acing stage f rom auditori um f loor star t s "Artill er y 
Sonq " ) . At a designated point i n the music me l ody. the Ca mofire 
q ir ls march on singi ng: 
We're the g irls . yes the g irls , 
we 're Bend Hiqh Campf i r e girls, 
Camoino out for a good . healthy tan . 
Do t,1e 1.<J0r f<. Y'?s. WI'? wor k . 
Camofire Girls must never shirk, 
~ r) we ,,,,or k ever vbodY we c an . 

(C horus) 
Then it's Hi! Hi! Hee ! With our s ocks belot..i o l1 1· kn"?e. 
Sin9 ing and seeking beauty cay; 
w~ lovP to h ike. along a tra i l or pike 
With our torching brightly shining the way . 
(Shouted)) ~EEP IT SHI NING 
I.Ji th our torc h brightly shin ing the t..iay. 

2 
Do we cook. yes we coo k . 
eiscuits like a no vel b0ok; 
Lots o f crust a nd s o mushy b e tween. 
Do we serve . ves we serve . 
Campfire Girls must show some nerve. 
i,.lhether s,;,rvi no a Lobster or a Ou <?en. 
(C horus --gs bef ore) 
(As oirls are comoleti nq l a st l i ne. Hobos Pe er i~ or otesouelv fr0m 
left. ) 
Gir ls see them . scream and rush off riqht. Hobos tip-t oe and aaze 
around . Goof ooinq to lower l eft and Sao to lower c enter .' 
GOOF: Gollv me! Did you glimcse what I just l a mped? 
SAP : Oo Baby ! Dem must a bin wood nYmPs! Eh! Gov'nr? 
GC-,ClF: 8-:'lck -1.,p, Senator . back uc. Dem ain't nn 1.<Jood nYmo hs . If dev 
wuz dey would nymph around a bit and fl i t a mo nq de flora and Plav 
hid and sne ak wize use ns . I t i n~ dem wu z just beechnuts from som~ 
beach resor t . 
SAP: De wav dem wav0d dos'? l imbs and branches . I t hough d~m was 
Peaches . I cou l d hardly keeP my f eet st i 11 . I .iust t houoht mY 

right cioq wood bar k. 
(I n the m'?antime Goof has tictoed to the t a ble . seat ed himsel f on a 
box and sarted nibbling o n a col d fl a o j ack. but he turns front and 
sPea f·s ) . 
~OOF: Soruce uc. you s ac . Your attemcts at haw haw would make a 
lor'Jqepole Pine. 
( t10rP wi s:i?cr ar:-k con"er8c<tion bac k and frw t h . al r eady w1·i tten out t>1_1t 
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nc,w shot._rn. ) 
Rancer enters suddenly carrvi na a drawing on cardboard . Eho wi no t he 
out line o f a laroe badly worn s hoe. Goo f watches him a nd w· llie . 
who i s taga ina along , and calls o ut to Sap, while crossino his lea 
in such a ma n ner t hat the Ranger c a n easi l y compare the jrawino . 
vJhi c-h matches . 
GOOF : Hev' . Senator . We has cot visi t ors . 
t he Ranger). We have a l i ttle reoast here . 
RANGER: (Whicpi nq out handcuffs . o r . i f not 
Piece o f rooe ) 

(Then. tur ning toward 
Won ' t You boy s ·o in us? 
ava il able. a s hort 

Yes. we ' ll join You all right . Your shoe ' s badly worn . like thi~ 
sketc h. 
GOOF: Is I qett i ng a new pair of kicks. Uncle Sam? 
RANGER: You need sever al rea l healthy ones . Where did YOU s leec 
last niqht ? 
( Here . f o llows some wi secrack remarks betwee n Goo f and Sao . trv ing 
t o r e call the "enticing des i gna tion o f the r i chly redundant retreat 
at 1,,_1hich ths "took l 0dqi no. " The Ra nger advise-:;: tha t tr-e hobos ar0 
to be taken before a Justice of the peace in a cer t ain nearby town . 
as the pianist star t s gentl y o n "The Prisone r s Sona ." The f ou r li ne 
uc. fac i nq fr ont, with the hobos in the mi ddle , and singinq first . 
i n Plaintive to nes. 

Prisoner's Sonq 

1 

HOBOS--Oh we wish we'd had someone to love us 
Some o i rli e s to keep u s a t home. 
So we wou l d n 't had Uncle Sam's ranqe rs 
ChasinQ us li~e a dog f o r a b o ne . 

2 
FnRESTERS--Oh we wish the s a me wish that You ' re wish i ng. 
Tha t y o u' d left a ll your spark i ng in town, 
"Stead o f l e av i no your flames in the f orest . 
They ' re not a l ways easy t o d rown . 

3 
QUARTET--Oh if we j u s t had wing s li ke an angel 
Over these forest trees we would f ly 
And pounce dow n o n each car eless fire setter 
Until he ' d b e will i ng t o cry . 
OH---Min--- N- E-V - E--R AG IN! 
f At f inish of sono a ho n kinq is heard back staqe. then a r a ttle and 
clatter . indicating tha t the Nutt f a mil y has arrived . ) 
GOOF: Holv Smo kes ! Da t must be de h~c k fo r d0 h0oaov now. 
(Nut t fam ily enters f r o m upper right and crossed over t o uocer left . 
Mama Nutt in f ront . then Po p , as t he hobos oa n ic and r u n across 
staqe t o left. 
Willie i s ne r vous at lowe r right, while the Rancer is at r e ar 
center. Me anwh ile Hazel, in her fl ashy short sk i r t outf it was 
r u nninq about the front cart of t he s t age in short mincy s t eos. 
waving her a rms a nd si ng ing to no Partic ul ar tune. "All the nuts 
don 't qrow on trees- -Some are squ i rrel f ood families like these " 
pointing to the Par ents. Pokes c i qarette o ackage toward ho b o. 
velli119, "Hev Bi ll. have a p i ll . " Hobo j u mos b-R c- k . •li.ng i. nq ar ms uo 
in fr i9ht . 
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MRS. NUTT: Ha-ZELL. Come away from those horrid men. They look 
Positivel v - - 00- oh (Shudders) ( Hazel resoonds with '' Ooqh Oo oh--Goot sv 
Gootsy . " ) (Turning to Rang er ) These l>Jood s are getting positive l y 
overcro wded and with such common folks. too. Can't you do somet h inq 
about that? (Becom ing frightened about Sonny's nonappearance , she 
starts blaming Mr. Nu tt. then the Ranoer and others f or ~ot savinq 
him from the bears . etc. 
CHES NUTT: (E nters with toy 9un. loo ki ng and Pointinq UP and 
a round. mumbling) Where did he go? It must be in the toe of one o f 
t hese trees. (H~ has wander ed off the f ront o f the s tage and 
looking UP sideways around staoe drawbacks, still pointing gun up. 
P a noer comes fr ont . orders him out o f the edPe o f the lake and warns 
h im abou t shooting on or near camP ing Places.) "But. a oogole- eyed 
snuf wallicer went up one of t hPse trees. and I want to get him 
be f ore he h u rts,--" 
(Whil e ma ma is a etting Sonny to lower the gu n and come to her . Phone 
r inns . ) 
RANGER: (Repeat ing messaqe on phone ) It ' s from some Boy Scouts . 
who found an u nextinguished campfire and a partially burned le tter 
Bddn,isse<:l to "Mis:s Hazel Nutt ." They thi nf< i t mu st have bee n l sft 
by the party L>Jhich they met on the road 1,J hen coming i n. One of them 
took down the license of the car . which was - --(Re ads it. Pop and 
Mom become excited and Mom whiscers the get-a-way, but as they start 
tiptoei nq off--) 
WILLIE: (Steos in f ront of them) Not so fast ! The Ranger wants to 
talk to YOU. 

( Th~ Ranqer t0lls them to stoo at a cert ain justice o f the oeace on 
their way down the road to whom he will phone the charqes , so tha t 
thev may pay the f i ne at once . ) 
HAZEL: Well . Ain't that splendiferous. Let's all ce lebrate with a 
bonfir e . 
(Al l step f o rward as Pianist star ts "Who Threw the Overalls in 
Mistress Murphy's Chowder ." ) 

(Verse) 
Each s ummer PeoP l e roam our forests, most on pleasure be nt. 
But some l~ave verv careless signs to show which way they went: 
Such signs are made by burning snipes and camcfires not out o u t, 
Destrovinq health and f orest wealth , no wo nder ranoers shout : 

Chorus 1 

Who l e ts the campfi re s p r ead to sear our svl va n scen'ry? 
Who flings the fag. setting fire to feyest green'ry? 
Oh the cad we crave t o catch 
Is t he man who muffs the match , 
And sadly sears our super sy lvan scenerY . 

Chorus 2 
Who lets the camofire soread t o 2ear our s v l va n scen'ry? 
Who flips the fag. setting fire to forest green'ry? 
Oh the b a be we burn to b a~ 
Is the flame who flios the fag , 
And s a dly s ea rs our 2 u oer sylvan scenery. 

Chorus 3 
Who l e t s the camofire s p read t o sear our svlva n s c en ' ry? 
Who f l ips the fag, setting fire to sYvlan qree n'r y ? 



It's a ca reless kind o ' c r aze 
w~ must woo to watchful wa ys 

1 24 

And see k to save o ur s ucer svlvan scenery_ 

I Put this same P layl e t on at Ljncoln Hiqh School in Tac0ma . 

Was hino t o n a few ye ars l ater. afte r first presenting the Proposa l t0 

the Princ ipal and supplyinq a copy f o r his cerusal. He a pceared 

quite enthus iast ic and assiqned teachers fr o m h is d r ama and music 

departments to take over much of t he rehearsal duti es and staqe 

setti ng . He wa s enthus i astic over its reception and suooested that 

it be taken to the six ju nior high school s on two d ifferent Fridavs 

if I wou l d take c harpe of the 17 o r 18 s tudents involved. and 

i ntrod uce the Play i n each instance. as I had at Lincoln. t0 all of 

whic h I qladly agreed . I learned later, as I had susoected . t h9 t 

the crooosal f i rst came fr om t he students involved . But star tinq a t 

one school at 1 1 a . m. and t aking lunches in the cars. we took care 

of the o ther two schools in t he afternoons. 

The Be ll inoham h i gh school and three others in Whatco m County 

wer e covered a few Years later. when I was stationed on the Mt . 

Baker Forest . In each i nstance s plendid cooperat i o n wa s received 

from t he r e spective drama and mL1s i c depar tments a fter I r Rn throuah 

one rehearsa l and scent a little time o n the s imp le c hor u s steos f o r 

t he Campfir e Girls' songs . 

MAUNDER: You s t ated a while a g o t ha t you wer e transferred to 

Portland after bei nq i n Be nd close to f our vears. What was vour 

ass ignment in Portland? 

FROMME: I t was in Publ i c R~ lations again. Bu t t h i s ti me it was to 

help George Gr iffi th and to fill in for him while he would b e absent 

o n ranoer and guard education oroq rams . 

To qo back a b i t, I will mention that I had sorely missed the 
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absence o f Bill Harriman in sheep grazing matters. after he was 

Gr omoted. and justly so . t o Superv isor of the Oc hoco at Pri neville . 

I was also starti nq to yearn for a return to West Coast forest 

~onditions. where I f elt more efficient as well as better acquainted 

with both environmen t and oersonnel. I beqan voic i nq this to two or 

three Reg ional Offi ce v isitors. whom I had known for manv years one 

being Kavanag h. ch ief o f grazing. whom I oiloted to various areas on 

the Desc hut es f or a d ey or more. 

Abou t t he middle of June I was sent to Tacoma to he lp 

Suoer v i sor Fenby. who was reoorted as suff e rinq from raoidlv failino 

eye sioht and need ing he lo along g e nera l supervisory lines and for 

p1; b l i c c ontacts in and around Ta c0ma and better fire protection 

cooperation o n the part o f Yak ima Vallete inte rests . Secret l y, I 

was delighted at this p r osoect . but mentioned t ha t the onl y ful l 

s urerv i sory pos i tion that I thought would interest me more was the 

Mt . Baker at Be lli nq ham. r ated as thi rd class i n the matter o f 

busi ness. responsibi l ities and fire Problem . However , there was no 

opening there or oendi ng. ( I could have en joyed a f l 1l l PR 

assignment in Portla nd with a different Regio nBl Of f i ce set UP . but 

f e lt that Griffith was handling it OK. ) 

I was o n the Ra i n i er Forest four years. unti l it was dec i ded in 

Portland o r Washi ngton. D . C. , that shoul d be do ne awav e s a u nit. 

a nd that t hat c a rt on the east and south of the National Park be 

transferred to the Co l ~1mb ia Forest. and t he north and east secti o ns 

to the Snoqualmie. Tacoma ci tize ns, as reorese nted by the Chamber 

of Commerce, oromotlv voiced occosition and Fenbv and I natura llv 

went along with them in wanti nq to be s hown 1~ hy ? Meetings were held 

in Tacoma with C. I. Buck . the ne w regio nal f o r ester a t Por tland. 
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but the logic f or such a c ha noe in the interest of economy 

crevailed. FenbY was sent to the Snooualmie at Seattle and I to the 

Mt. Baker at Be ll i noham. both as assistant supervisors . The 

c lerical staff went to Portland (the Mt. Hoo d Forest) and Seatt l e. 

Before leavi nq Tacoma . in personal recoll1?cti0n . I sho1., J. d like 

t o me nt i o n several happenings, which give me a very fond remembra nce 

of that ~ommunitY . In the area of public r e lations. I accepted 

membershic on the loca l board of directors for the Boy Scouts . 

President o f the affiliated government departments. which met o nce a 

month at d inner . i n the interest of better a pprec i ation of their 

separ a te nbjectives and chief song leader o f the local ~iwani s Cluh. 

Incide n ta lly. this latter led to other a ffilietio ns o f Personal 

enjoyment , such as regu l a r weekly sono leader and Pub lic 

entertainment advisor for the YWCA Business Girls. who met o~ce a 

1,1eel< f o r dinner in their own buiJ.dinq_ I accepted some oood natur ed 

raillery for this type of public re l ations from business assoc i ates . 

which was not hard t o take . This. olus my s taoe makeup ties with 

the local Commun ity Players. active oarticipation with the Elks Cl ub 

St0ckinq Fillers (Christmas Charities) and their annua l minstre l 

show . as well as some remunerative association with a t ap danci ng 

srhool t eacher furni shed many pleasa nt eveninas in the wi nter 

seasons. 

All o f the a bov e . unt il I m~ t Eleanor . the older s ister o ~ o ne 

c,f the Lincoln hiqh school qirls, who l,Jas in my PlaYlet "Forest 

Fi1-es F0llow Famil y _" ::-he ,~,as quite a bit mv iunior. but . f ollo1,1inq 

h iah school graduation. worked a Year o r so as c a s hier 0f a rlowntown 

mov i e hou s e. then decided to tak~ trainina as a beautician. Sh~ h~d 

Pas sed the state exams and was working at this trade 1.., hen I met her 
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at a Maso nic Lodge An nual Charity Ball. t hrouqh a younqer s i s t ers ' 

introducti o n me ntioned above . WA were married in th~ f a ll . fi ve 

months later . and I manag ed to coax a f ew hundred dollars out of the 

d~funct Ta coma Build ing and Lo an for a ho neymoon south t o visit my 

parents in San Diego. 

This was the y e ar 1 932. just a fter the ' 31 f inancial crash. 

which practical l y clea ned me out o f my me a ger $7 . 000-8 ,000 , a ll in 

two SavinAs and Loan Associations in Por tland. except f o r a f~w 

hundred in a Bend, Orego n ba n k, whi c h went bust because o f careless 

loans to {QUERY AUTHOR) me n. so reported . In any case . Eleanor is 

still with me. in spite o f the fac t that s he sti ll fee ls i t 

advisable to pursue her trade as be autic i a n . but o nl y o n a p art-time 

basis and as a n owner oPer ator i n an extens ion to the rear o f our 

residence here in Pomona . 

Perhaos I am due t o state br i e fl y what ha ppened t o RubY. my firs t 

1~ife, since I have brought my persona l life into th is fores t 

history . She staved in Olymp i a. true to her wo r d. g i ve n to me wh0 n 

we wer e transferr ed to Olympia from Grants Pass. S he wep t some 

tAars over qi v i ng UP our attr act i v e new cottage and ma ny wa r m 

f ri ends there and remarked with considerable a c cen t , "thi s is the 

last move I'm go ing to to l e r ate f rom t he government. We ' ll have t o 

s tay out this time. o r you' l l have to go i n t o some bus iness o f our 

ow n . creferablv mer ca ntil e. where I ca n be of some assistance. " 

Well. she eventually got into the mercantile business. but with a 

di fferent ma n. and she had he r Positi o n as bookkeeper - typist in a 

s mall balcony a t the r ear o f a "Gent's Fu.rnish ino Ston?. " 1,1here she 

could keec an e ye on sa l e s crogress. if anY . a nd rush down to ass ist 

whenever her husband, the owner , or his male clerk or clerks had 
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mor e than thev cou ld handle conveniently; much as she was do ing i n 

hAr father's general merch8ndise store. when I f ir~t fell for her i n 

the little t own of Priest River, Idaho, 22 Years previous. 

Her new husband was a brot her Elk of mine. t o whom I i ntroduced 

her at an El k's Lodge dance and invited to the ho use f o r a l ittle 

recast . He had a c a r. of which I didn't. as there was no road t o 

the east or north s i des of the Olympic Forest at t hat time nor to 

Quinault Lake on the West side. exceot throuqh mu d and broken 

oucheon o r new gravel. His generosity and compani onship was very 

mu~h enjoyed by both of us throughout the eiqht or te n years just 

orior to my transfer to Portland and Bend. 

Just before l eav ing OlYmPia. I had a confident but conAenia l 

talk wi th our mutual fri e nd , whose father had recently passed away, 

l eaving the store entir e ly i n his s o le ownershiP . I told him t hat I 

knew Ruby thought a g reat deal o f him and if th i s feeling was 

mu tual . they both had my consent and best wishes . Also. that I 

intended to let Ruby think the matter over unt il the end o f the year 

u nless she wished t o act one way or the other before that time. If 

we decided t hrough correspondence on a d ivorce. I would drive to 

Olvmpia and attend to that action amicably with her . 

And so it hapcened. There were some sliqhtly moist eyes and 

Ruby and I divided UP the mutual belo nqinqs of some 20 Years 

marria~e. but we had been liv i ng acart for nearly a year . d i scussing 

the situation by letter corresponde nce. so the Parti ng was quit e 

friendl y , and the three of us toasted eac~ other's hacciness with 

promises to keep in touch bv correspondence, if not thr ouch an 

occasional visit . When I married Eleanor in Tacoma six years later . 

~18 c a ll~d on them at the store within a couple of months and had 
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dinner toaether at Crane'2 much a dver tised oyster hous e . 

MY nine to ten years as assistant supervisor o f the Mt. Baker. 

1934 to '43 were the happ iest in retr o s pect of mv Fo res t Service 

career . ex c ept f or some a ili ng he a lth . centered in mY ~nee joints, 

in i tiated by d r opo ing intn the qlacier crevasse o n t he Mountaine ers 

Olympic Outing of 1920 . There was a lways some ag itation f o r P l aci ng 

Mt. 8ak<?r. Mt. Shuf<san and t he Lodge into a Na ti onal Park. 

Sucervisor Paqter ass i g ned that proble m especia lly t o me . a nd I ma de 

it a oni nt t o get W8ll acqua i nted with the Mt . Baker Lodge ComPanv 

d irectors. with the result that we were working in close harmo ny o n 

all rel a t ed plans f o r better develooment and use o f t he lodoe . 

Heather Meadows and nearby Aus tin Pass thereafter. 

I was ass i gned , oarti~ularlv to recreation oossibi l ities. 

summer home surveys, "s how me tries , " County F8ir exh ibits ( o n which 

we had done nothi no her e t o fore) and public contac ts in aeneral . 

Whe n I s tar ted a ivinq fire prevent i o n talks to the 1 5 o r 20 hi o h 

schools within or ad jacent to the Mt . Baker F0rest. most o f which 

had never b e en cont ac t ed in th i s manner. Pagter asked i f I had aPY 

ohjections to his writ i ng the principals aft erwa r d. as to their 

reaction . I th i nk some suc h suoqestion had reached him fr om 

Por t l and on the use I made 0f topical parody s-onqs o r other lc1 11qh­

evoki nq me thods for puttino over this serious crob l em to h i q h 

schoo ls or _iunior college2 . All the r e plies were f avorable . some 

quite enthus i astic , and requesting more o f the same. 

I also made it a pr a c tice t o address or show f or e s t s~rvi~e 

sl i des periodically to l uncheon c lubs, women ' s clubs and other adult 

oroucs . but in more crosaic vein. I was about t 0 say m0rP. seri0us . 

but ei t her or all methods were plenty s erious . 
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I recei ved an unusual reac tion to one showi ng o f my Olymcic 

s l ides. This was bef o re the Everett Chamber of rommerce . ?tan 

extend ina meeting f or considerati on of t he procosed transfer o f much 

of the Olymp ic Forest to Na tiona l Par ~ sta tus . A ouite f u l l ac~ount 

o f this address was in the Everett papers . and thus reached the 

attention of Conaressman Mons . Wa ll g r en in Washinot on . Everett was 

his hometown. I received a n o ffi c ial letter fr om tha t aentleman 

(later governor at Ol ymo ia ) ou ite o r omotl Y . I ca n 't reca ll the 

wording at this late date , but i t was to the effect tha t he cou l dn 't 

under~t8nd how a government emoloYee c ou ld be so i ndiscreet as to 

o oPose oub l iclY a c ha nae in government administra t ion for which the 

President o f the United States had alrea dv voi~ed a Poroval. a nd had 

clans f o r e a rly examina tion in person . I answered a t once stating 

that I had serve d as f o r est suoe r v isor of t he a rea in ouest io n fnr 

13 years and was well a cqua inted bY traveli ng over muc h o f it o n 

foot. and f elt that I had a oerfect r ight to e xpr ess my p ersona l 

views as to i ts best treatme nt regard less o f opoos i ti o n v iews . 

About this ti ms I r e ceived a call from Peai o nal Fo r ester C. J. 

Buck to come to Por t land on a s ever a l weeks de ta i l to helc round UP 

OPPosit i on to this proposed change to park status. I was a ssigned 

to contact inq l abor un i ons. affiliated with the logq inq industrY. i n 

c~rti~ular . Soon. a rmed with speciall y color e d macs. stat ist i cs and 

my personal know l edge, I cal l ed o n logger s ' u nions in Portla nd , 

Tacoma. Grays Harbor and other Olympic Peninsula ports . obtaining 

interested audie nces everywhere wi th this threat of l oss of 

thousands of f uture jobs in timber harvestina. as well as cublic 

revenue t o ad.iacent communi ti e s , now possibl8 under the Multiple Use 

Principle o f Nati onal Forest Administration . Mv laraest and most 
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r 0sconsive audience was at a Un i on Logge rs Convention at Ravmond on 

Willaca Harbor. 

I was also reouested t o atte nd t he confer ence banquet at 

Sianer's resor t and the Fo rest Service fir e eou icment demonstration 

e t the Snider Ranger Statio n at the time o f the Presi dent's visi t t o 

Lake Crescent and the north a nd west s e c tions o f the Ol ymcic Forest 

a nd Peni nsula i n 1940 . Inc i de nta lly. I had the cleasure of oivino 

uc mY war m hotel room at Signer's Resort , on the day o f t he ba nque t 

co nference. to the Frank Boetti nger f a mily , whil e the f our o f them 

were assemb led in my room to help s ceed t he takeover . The y had 

~o und the cabi n ass i oned t hem t oo c h i llY. I drov8 to the above 

me ntioned r a nger station f or l o d g ing a fter the banquet conference 

bet wee n Reqional Fo r ester Buck a nd President Fr an klin D. Roosevelt. 

After the Pr esident and his r e tinue were Properly par ked f o r 

viewing the fi r e eouicment demonstration mi dmorning the next da Y. 

t he f ire pump r e fused to cooperate , eve n thoug h tested 

satisf actor i l y just pri or t o the a rr ival of the august aud i ence. 

The cons equent de l ay and backg round act i v i ty caused Ranger Floe' s 

saddle and pac k ho r ses to become so excited tha t he had t o qe t out 

o f vi e w at once . Reg i onal Forester Buck, who had bee n sitting with 

t he p res ident in the f ront seat o f t he head cer. slicoed around to 

me . say ing t ha t the c resi dent was n't pay ing a nv a ttenti o n to 

Kavanaqh ' s we l l Preoared l ou d soea ker speech . hidden from v ie~. and 

requestinq that I ge t the pres i den t 's ear . if oossib le . to exolain 

the intended demonstration , apolog i ze and offer to s ucoly any 

infor ma tion he might request. 

Well. I qot the President' s ear f o r cer haos a mi nute. HP 

s miled a nd nodded automat i ca llY. then interructed with , "How's the 
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road to that hotel where we are to lu n ch? Do they serve oretty oond 

eats?" A c,:,uple of hours later . when I reached tbe Quinault L~ke 

Hotel . Mrs. McNe il!, the host ess and chief coo k , wes beamiPo 

beaut i full Y . She bur st f o r t h wi t h " O~! The oresident was thr illed 

with our cooking. MY ! Di d he <?at! He t ook seconds on a l most 

l?Vervthing." 

I enjoved several other details to the Regional Off ice dur ino 

my fi na l assiqnment to the Mt. Baker . Once . to help apain in P .R. 

for a coup le o f wee~s and i n timber s a l e s . under Fred Ame~ (~ l so 

dur i ng h i s abse nces) on a t l east two occasions of a month or so 

each. during winter months . 

In Bel l in9ham , I served o n the Whatcom County Planning 

Cnmm i ssion . was cresident o f Kiwa ni s one year and the same office in 

the Bell ing ha m Theater Gu ild for thr ee years ; headed the makeup 

dep a rtment and did some di r ecting and acting at auiet forest 

interva ls. etc . Duri ng thr ee or f our changes in supervisor. I was 

actinq supervisor fo r a wPek or mor e at a time . as we l l as du r ina 

t he ir "get acqua i n t ed t rave l s ." I cond uc t ed sever al "show-me " tr i ps 

and some t imber sales promoti ons . 

Upon my ret i rement in t he soring o f 1943. I was soon rooming in 

west Seattle . for lack of su i table living quarters fn r Eleanor's 

c o mpa n i onship, wh i l e servinR as student- teacher in the Drama 

Departme nt of the Un i ver sity of Wash i nq t on. Took an· actino Pa r t in 

o ne plav at t he Un i vers i ty Showboat . erec t ed o n and to the shor e o f 

LakP Washinaton. which clayed fo r six fu l l weeks. Pverv night. 

except SundaYs . Since I a l so worked in the Dr ama School librar y. 

the oPeninq shi f t at 8 a.m . . I was never so busy b0fore or sine~. 

Moving to Southern Cali f orn ia the f o l low i no sprino. I qot i nto s t a9e 
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and street makeuo, which I am now try i ng to get out o f at the age o f 

crecticallY 88. 




