July 15, 1942

Mr. Peter Binford
Binfords & Mort
Graphic Arts Building
Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Binford:

1 surely hate to turn down your proposal to write and illustrate
PAUL BUNXAN IN THE ABNY. Your consideration of me for the job and James Stevens'
swell letter of recommendation are flattering and fully appreciated. You have a big
and timely idea and thare will be a big kick in the doing of it, but after all it is
a commercial vroject, with deadlines to meet and it is impossidle for me to undertake
it at this time,

I have held your letter for several days trying to work out some
time for the job, but there is none in sight, and the timeliness of your theme demands
that you get going without delay. Right nov my regular Jjob takes full working hours,
and other work that can't be set aside is taking up most of my evenings and week-ends.

To do the art work will take time. The quallty standards you have
set in the Turney-Price-Lyon books are high and there will be some military angles to
check in consideration of the soldiers who will read your booke.

Lagt year the Timberman published a series of Paul Bunyan drawings
by a Portland artist, Fred Gong, a young Chinese-American. If you are not already fam-
{lier with his vork I would suggest that you contact George Cornwall, editor of the
Tinberzan, and look over thege drawings. They impressed me as mighty good and if he is
available he might be your man.

As for writing the copy, I think you will get & better job tfzvritcr
and artist can work together. Each will give the other ideas in roughing out the lay-
outs. If I undertook the job there would be delays in working it out by correspondence
and the exchange of ideas would bde missing.

You may be sure that I am not passing up the job without serious re-
grets and I thank you very much for considering me.

At your request a copy of PAUL BUNYAN AND HIS BIG BLUE OX is inclosed.

This is a reprint of our 1922 version. Changes in format and imcidental copy and illus-
trations bave been made but the story text and illustrations are the original.

Yours very truly,

o

WBL:S? /

co: James Stevens

incl.



July 15, 1942

My. Peter Binford
Binfords & Mort
Graphio Arts Building
Fortland, Oregon

Dear Hr. Binford:

1 surely hate to turn down your proposal to write and iliustrate
PAUL BUNYAN IN THE ARNY. Your consideratioa of me for the Job and James Stevens'
swell letter of recommendation are flattering and fully appreciated. TYou have a big
and timely idea and there will de a big kick in the doing of it, dbut after all it is
& commercial project, with deadlines to meet and it is impoasidle for me to undertake
it at this time.

I have held your letter for several days trying to work out some
time for the Jjob, but there is none in sight, and the timdinese of your theme demands
that you get going without delay. Right nov my regular Jjob takes full working hours
and other work that can't be met aside is taking up most of my evenings and week-end

To do the art work will take time. The quality standards you have
seét {in the Turnsy-Price-lyon books are high and there will be some rilitary angles to
check in consideration of the goldiers who will read your book.

Lagt year the Timberman published a series of Paul Bunyan drawings
by a Portland artist, Fred Gong, a young Chinese-American. If you are not alresdy fam-
ilier with his work I would suggest that you contact George Cornwall, editor of the
Timberman, and look over these drawings. They impressed me as mighty good 2nd if he is
available he might be youwr man.

As for writing the copy, I think you will get a better job £ writer
and artist can work together. F=ach will give the other 1deas in roughing out the lay-
outs. If I undertook the jod there would be delays in working it out by correspondence
and the exchangs of ideas would de missing.

You may be sure that 1 am not passing up the jod without serious re-
grets and I thank you very much for considering me.

At your requeat a copy of PAUL BUNYAN ABED HIS BIG BLUE OX is inclosed.
This is a reprint of our 1922 version. Changes ia format and imcidental copy and illug~
trations have been made but the story text and illustrations are the original.

Yours very truly,

WBL:iS ¥
G0t James Stevons

inecl.



July 156 1942

Dear Hr. Stevens:

That was a swell letter of cecommendation you wrote
to Mr. Binford in suggesting me for the writing and illustrating of
PAUL BUNYAN IN THE ARMY. I have since heard from him and have
replied as per attached copy of my letter to him.

Your build-up was generous and flattering. A4As a matter of
fact I don't deserve a fraction of what you said about "invention" of
the stories. Most of it came from stuff picked up. You know how it is
with thoughts you carry around a while , after a time you cant tell for
sure what ig really original and what is not. Like your experience I
never heard any of the Yaul Bunyan material told as stories . The gars
were always sprung as references to well known facts just as you would
mention the Declaration of Independence without the necessity of telling
a story about it.

I sure would like to do Kr. Binford's book but there is no
use trying it in fairness to him. Too many demands on my time to risk
making deadlines.

_ The Paul Bunyan stuft for Red River has been my only writing
venture outside of publicity grind. You speak of plagherism ( had a
hell of a time spelling it). We encouraged it as our advrrtising carried
1ittle significance on the start as no one but a few loggers had heard of
Faul Bunyan when we started. We did not: copyright anything but patanted
the trademark as applied to wood products.

Your story in Kercury "The Black Duck Dinner" was the first
I know of in the magazine field and I think you have had the biggett hand
in telling the general pubkic adbout Paul.

I have been carrying around the idea of a book for a long
time without doing anything about it. PFactual information of how loggers
work. The operation in general, very briefly. Technical detail how the
skinner, top-leader, river driver, wood butcher etc did their stuff in
the 0ld days and the donkey men, fallers and cat skinners work today.
Some Paul Bunyan and character stuff incidentsl. Illustrated with photos
and sketches. It would take colaboration and I have alvays had you
in mind for the job. Someday , if we both get time snd you are interested
X@2%% I1'1l]l give you the outlinse.

The popular conception of the logger, ancient or modern, as
a muscular primitive has always burned me.

With thanks for the letter to Kr. Binfor d and best regards,

Yours very truly,
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lern Pacific Railroad, ard S.
Florence Hellman Ehrman, “in
memory 'of “their “scholarly - §9n,
who was a U. C. graduate’ (1927),
and who was working on a history
at King’s College, Cambrldge
when he was stricken.

A recently pubhshed Univer sxtv
of California brochure on en-
dowed chairs quotes a “prophetic
statement” by young Sidney Hell-
man Ehrman, which reads:

“History is a complex study,
embracing ‘as it does, not alone
.actual deeds, but the thoughts un-
derlying these actions of past gen-
erations. In a comprehensive study
of history, not only the physical
actions of man, but the workings
of his mind must receive emphasis.

. The present is ever influenced
by the past.” (Bold-face ours.) :
* * * y

CHEERFUL PEOPLE live long
in our memory. A cheerful man is
preeminently a useful man.—J. H.
Friswell (James Hain), in Mon-
roe’s Sixth Reader, 1872,

* * *

ARGOT—If a Zulu is a section

hand, what is a Fiji?
i * *

PRESS — The morning paper
that I read last night.—M J. Gorm-
ley, Assoiciation of American Rail-
roads.

* * * :

GUILLIBILITY—It is interest-
ing to note how many geese fall
for a quack.—Exchange.

* * L ]

TOURIST—Anyone found more
than 50 miles from home and who
can give no plausible reason for
being there.—U. S. Travel Bulle-
tin.

* % % \

DOGOLOGY—“A good gun dog
is the best conservation insurance
a sportsman can take out.” Exe-
cutive Director J. N. Ott, Jr., of the
California Division of Fish and
Game, Sacramento, declares:
“Every game bird retrieved by a
gun dog reduces the pressure on
the remaining birds.”

" PROPAGANDA consists as
much in omitting facts as in mak-

,ha’ppler my spirit would be, If I

had tried 'just ‘a: little ‘harder,
W hile the ground was under me.—-
. M. Leaman, 32 Deg., K. T.
* * *

KIA ORA, which is to say, ir
the language of the Maori, “B
WELL! BE HAPPY"’ D.C:; 'S4
Francisco.

Winnemucca
 Flashes

By LUIS C. VARGAS

One of the highlights of the
news from Winnemucca Shop was
a softball game between the West-
ern Pacific Roundhouse and the
Winnemucca Lions’ Club, played
for the Youths’ Recreation Asso-
ciation. . . And boy, what a game
it was! The W. P. boys started with
a bang but ended on the short end
of the score.

The lineup of the WP team was
as follows: Wayman Kelley, pitch-
er; Pete Arano, catcher; George
Williams, first base; Ray Wilson,
second base; Leonard Williams,
shortstop; Hollen Floyd, third
base; Ed Baker, left field; Nick
Hernandez, right field; Wallace F.
Bradley, center field; Clarence
Wemmer and Irving Ziebart were
utility players.

As I said before, the game start-
ed out with a bang. Pete Arano,
first man at bat smashed out a
home run. He was followed to bat
by Wayman Kelley who duplicat-
ed the fete. Ray Wilson followed
Kelley to bat and also hit a home

run. Cleanup batter Bradley step-
ped to the plate next and like his
three teammates before him,I
blasted the ball far into space forl
the fourth consecutive W. P. home
rur.

George (Soup) Williams, how-
ever, put a damper of all these
home runs by just barely beating
the ball to first base. The game
went on like a house on fire with

Wayman Kelley .and Ray Wilson

By THOMAS P. BROWN
Publicity Manager, Wo:tern Pacific leraad
San Francs.\;co, California :
(Copyrighf 1947, by Thomas P. Brown)

.

RULE 6—Of course evei'y man in train service knows
memoriter, the “Book of John,” i. e. ‘“Rules and Regulation
of the Transportation Department wherein Rule G and Rul

99 are probably the bes know
laterally, here is a rule learnec

While serving pre-World War II;«

as a reserve officer at the Presidio
of San Francisco, the Delegate- at.
Large noticed a large placard on
the inside of the entrance of the
Ninth Corps Reserve headquarters
building. It read: “Don’t violate
Rule 6.”

Upon query, a major suggested
that the placard be turned over.
The legend lettered thereon read:
- “Don’t take yourself too b-1-a-n-k
seriously.”

* %

RESEARCH is not a cost. It’s
an investment.—Nation's Business.

* * * '

SHAKESPEARE Wwa$ an intels
lectual ocean, whose waves touch:
ed all the shores of thought. * *
Nothing is known of his mothex,
except her beautiful name—-—Maxy

* §

Arden. The truth is, that all great;

men have had great mothers,
Great women have had, as a rule,

great fathers.—Colonel Robert G.
'Ingersoll

* * *

of the gndowed chairs of learning
at the University of California is
the Sidney Hellman Ehrman Pr
fessorship of History. This chai
was endowed by Sidney Myet
Ehrman who was one of the trus

- L

of the commandments. ' Col
in the U. S. Army environs

‘lhas to str

ing statements subJect to verifica

tion.
- * * t ]

BUILD YOUR LIBRARY b
mail, says a postcard from a nev
Oakland, Calif., firm which goe
on to say that the process will b
‘I found “easy, economical, interest

ing.” That‘s an idea in tune witi
correspondence schools, universit;
extension courses and like inven
tions which are a boon to the ma:

¢ | whose days are digselized and wh

therefore must burn the midnigh
watts to extend his intellectuc
horizon.

* * *

OUR BEST SELLER—Rasselas

ia -philosophical romance, by Sam
.{uel Johnson, LL.D. ’

’i’"t *
TRUTH—“J¥>is one of the grea
tragedies of Ife that every trutl
le to acceptanc
against honest but mind-blinde
students,” said Sir William Osle:

l,, “Harvey knew his contemporarie

HISTORY EVALUATED e Oni well, and for 12 successive year

demonstrated the circulation o

{blood before‘daring to publish th:

facts on w}:uch the truth wa

| based.”

fi*#

EVERYMAN’S EPITAPH—Her:

‘I am wunderground. How mmucl



A aiL a
Ing years are limited,” saiq
1_\dar_ns. “I must save mbney
live on when I retire and I ¢
not do that on
al’s salary.”

“That’s reason enough,”
ed General Goethals, ‘bt
Yyour other reason?”

“I'm a civilian now,” explained‘
“but if you put me i

; in
the Army, rd have Superiors, my

Mr. Adams,

orders would be count,
and I could o
job for you.”

General Goethals continued Mr

the nation-wide

dency of the
(April 1, 1927)
Curtiss James,
associated Mr.
macher,

The Delegate-at-lar e

that after Mr. Adams begcar::cﬁll:
Wgstern Pacific’s president, he
evinced aversion to the us'e of
'txtles acquired previous to serv-
Ice with the railroad. Mr. Adams
revealed this by saying “Mr.”
Judge Angellotti, then generél
counsel., “Mr.”  Colonel Mason,
then Vice-president and generai
manager, and “Mr.” Colonel Wil-
liams, then chief engineer. Mr.
Adams would remfiark: “if these
geptlemen are colonels, then I'm a
brlgadier-general.”

‘Thomas M. Schu-

RUDIMENTARY—Never give
a rattlesnake an even break.—
W. C. Fields. ‘

! INSCRIPTION on the San -
cisco Public Library: MayFI:;:ils
structure, throned on imperishable
pooks, be maintained and cher-
xghed from generation to genera-
lt'm}l:tfo; the improvement and de-
1ght of mankind.

Erocted, 1oo Founded, 1877,

SLUMGULLION4houId west-
ern words of argonaut vintage de-
cu.ie to hold a centennial banquet,
this nomenclatural gem would be_:
at the head table of the etymo-

POOr man-and my work-,

a brigadier-gener-

rejoin:
what'’s

Adams as a civilian in charge of"
1 task. A i
service Mr. Adams becazﬁlt:rv::l:
President, traffic, Union Pacific
System, until called to the presi-
Western Pacific
by Mr. Arthur
with whom wag|

r,;gsmg Mmanager had
mayhaps the office .
~|med the copy. So, inste&
& | mundane advertising
was printed:
3 5”"—only this
The solution,
Jan(l)es’ Best Seller:
“O ye simple, 14 wis-
. yep understand wis-
standing heart.”

not makg good on thé' tl‘::ls- alztbt:l::l:' 2
year.

a bit longer.

Overlooked
cat ha

“PROVERBS 3

fools,

As D. H. Lawrence used to "sixn
you live well

“May

bttt AL
Courage: Fear

=d 1t,
slo |
of a
card there |

and nothing”umdre. i
according to King|

be ye of under-

1,

5

holding on just|
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ay, July 31, 1947

San Francisco,

Al Large
By THOMAS P. BROWN ;

Publicity Manager, Western Pacific Railroad

(Copyright, 1947, by Thomas P. Brown)

Cdifarm:d

ONE GOOD REASON suffices for a no; sgveral rea-
sons may be required for affirmative decision. This practical
doctrine first impinged on the cerebral convoh_1t10n§ of the
Delegate-at-large via Mr. ‘Austin B. Fletch_er, C_ahfornla’s first
state highway engineer. To point similar is an anecdote

related by Mr. Harry M. Adams,
immediate predecessor of Mr,
Charles Elsey, president of the
Western Pacific Railroad since
Jan. 1, 1932. .

When the U.S.A. entered World
War I in 1917, Mr. Adams was
vice-president, traffic, Missouri
Pacific Lines. In 1918 he was
loaned to our Uncle Sam to be-
come chief of Inland Traffic Serv-
ice (War Department), U.S. R.R.
Administration, Division of Traf-
fic. In railroad-ese, Mr. Adams
was superintendent of transpor-
tation, or chief dispatcher, of the
railroad traing of the United
States. No train could move ex-
cept per his laid-down directives;
exceptions to the rules required
his o.k.

Major General George Wash-
ington Goethals, the engineer
whom T.R. picked to put the

Panama Canal through, was Mr.
Adams’ superior officer. After as-
signing to Mr. Adamg an office
in the old War Department build-

ing in Washington, D.C., General

Goethals suggested that Mr.
Adams, then drawing a sizeable
civilian railroad salary, be com-

logical feast.
that slumgullion was an alleged

Mark Twain avers

beverage. “It really pretended to
be tea, but there was too much
dish-rag and sand and old bacon-
rind in it to deceive the intelligent
traveler,” says Mark in “Rough-
ing It.” Therein one may read of
the cat that would—dnd did—eat
cocoanut. Mark Twain also was
the pseudonym of Isaiah Sellers,
Mississippi River steamboat pilot
who wrote for the Daily Picayune
of New Orleans, the “City That
Care Forgot.” -

RESOURCEFUL Printers
have an uncanny way of overcom-
ing deficiencies, especially when it
is close to press time and “she’s
about to roll.” A few midnights
ago we were browsing through
“Artemisia,” issued by the Class
of 1899, University of Nevada—
Harry Herbert Dexter, editor-in-
chief,, and Emmet Derby Doyle
(later governor of the Sagebrush
State), associate editor. ;
In the advertising section we
found page xxv devoted to pro-
fessional cards — attorneys, den-
tists —also “The Chop  House,”

missioned — presumably as a

brigadier - general. To - this Mr

Adams demurred, saying that he

had two reasons for his no.

/il's.” But there was one space
tot so filled—perhaps the adver-

ﬁvhich, perhaps, was “Ope-00-



had heard things and that it wa
reported that the commanding
ficer was; orpery——qﬁng a'm
term. Findlly I convinced thi
yardmaster that it wash!s higher!
patriotic duty to transfer and hp"

consented. The transfer was made|
at once and the next day we,
moved north to a point near La
Rochelle, some 80 kllometres ox:t
so, distant.”

A few mornings later Col. Wll-
liams was surprised to see hls
former yardmaster at the new lo-
cation.

“What are you doing here?”
said Col. Williams, sharply. “You
belong with that other outfit down
there. You must be AWOL.” 3

The sergeant-yardmaster was
quite unperturbed by this accusa-
tion—in fact admitted the truth
Then, looking directly into Col.|
Williams’ eyes, he said, conversa-
tionally:

“Well, Colonel, I'll tell you how
it was. I had a run-in with that
ab-ra-ca-dab-ra (this is a euphe-
mistic substitute for the rather
well known American epithet)
down there and I quit!”

TRUTH—Let us beware how
we blend doubt with certainty
and falsehood with truth.—Phil-
osophy of History, by Voltaire
(Francis Marie Arouet).

<

GEORGIA PEACH of a speller
is 14-year old Mattie Lou Pollard
who came from Tyrus Raymond
Cobb's state to win the 20th an-
nual orthographical meet at Wash-
ington, D.C. Knowing her vowels,
doubtless she can spell facetious
with eyes shut. Having come from
a one-room school, where homely
grammar is not snubbed, she
probably can unparse that per-
fect imperfect sentence: “Is them
sheeps yourn?” "

BOOKS WANTED FOR PO-
LICEMEN—Now more than ever,
the men of the Palestine Police
Force welcome the relaxation of

THE PEN is the tongue of the
nnnd.'l‘h:swasahlaekboard

e tence%ich“nmmym" &George
& Madden “Martin, :author)_had ‘to
55 copy ~for: *penmanship v practice.

This novel is a modern classic, as
pleasing though not as famous as

i Alice’s Adventures in. Wonder-

land.

AUTHORS—No book is a hero
to its proofreader.—Hill's Rhet-
oric.

SQ long, Letty. Vaya usted con

MILLER
Automobile Co.

" Dodge — Plymouth

Dependable Dodge
Trucks

32 Years Centinueus Serviee

‘| Dios.

1415 Broadway, Sacramento
Tel. 3-5951
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and
Yellow Cab Co.

-4661

Complete Insurance
Protection

Li ommc Service
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-reading. Books from home are

|

hur.
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y,»June 26,1947

At “arge

By THOMAS P. BROWN

Publicity Manager, W stern Pacific Railroad A
San Francisco, California :
(Copyright, 1947, by Thomu: P. Brown)

SERGEANT YARDMASTER, SIR!—It gets into the blood.
One may metamorphose a man into a railroader but there’s
no reversing the operation—one may not ‘“wipe the clock.”
Even when attired in the habiliments of war the cavalier of
the rails rémains undazzled by silver leaves and unafraid of

spread eagles. He’s still a railroad |

man—*“for a’ that and a’ that.” In
point, here’s a story told to the
Delegate-at-large in the 1930’s by
Joseph White Williams who was
chief engineer of the Western Pa-
cific Railroad from Aug., 1921, un-
til Feb., 1941, when he took off,
alone as is the custom, on an un-
blazed trail for that unsurveyed
terrain which lies, so they say,
just beyond the drop-curtain of
the sunset.

During World War 1 this splen-
did, Ohio-born engineer was lieu-
tenant-colonel of the 18th Engi-
neers in overseas service. Yard-
masters were made sergeants as
they commanded, i.e. bossed, other |
railroadmen likewise in uniform,
so, Col. Williams explained. While
the 18th Engineers Were stationed
near Bordeaux, France, the
colonel of a similar command, who
was sorely in need of a good yard-
master, asked Col. Williams if he|
would not transfer a certain yard-
master who had a reputation for|;
getting results—this yardmaster
by the way, had enlisted from a
western U.S. railroad.

“I ‘did not want to lose this|’
man,” related Col. Williams, “but
I promised to try to talk him into
transferring. The yardmaster de-

eagerly sought—will you please
send any you can spare to €ol.
'F. W. Syer, 27, Victoria Street,
London, S.W. 1?—Page one ad-
vertisement, airmail edition of the
London Times, May 21, 1947.

- STILL UNSOLVED—(1) Why
dxd they build the ocean so close
to the shore? (2) What Roman
emperor first asked this question?
'Correct answers good for two
tickets of admission to the Garden
-o_f Hesperides.

.. IN THE SIERRA —Near the
shore of Gold Lake, California,
which may be reached via Blairs-
den in the Feather River Canyon
qnd Johnsville, a  little garden
clmgs to .the mountain slope.-In
that garden, there is a rock on
which have heen cut these lines:
' “The kiss of the sun Aor pa.rdon,

The song of the birds for mirth,

* One is nearer to God’s heart
§ .. in a garden, :

" Than anywhere else on earth.”

. This is the fourthstanza of “The

rd God Planted a Garden,” by
'orothy Frances Blomfield (Mrs.

erald Burney).

i

murred on the ground that he]

-
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Box 173
Susanville Californis
Y=2bab0

Dear lirs. Shephard:

Here is the Paul Bunyan dummy and the copy
&8 written for the space laid out on eamh psge. The dummy 1is
tentative as to size and number of peges. I am sending it only
to show the pencil roughs of the illustrations snd to tie them
up to the copye.

This dummy was worked out to fit the size of our offset
Press and & production plan to cut the cost of the extra color
runa. 9Ye intended to print it in our own shop but gave that up
when we realized whai we would De up agsinst trying to distribute
end sell it. That end of {he publishing business is no spot for
2 printer.

The size and number o' pages could be incresased without
upping the cost very much by running it on a larger press and
that would make a better book.

vhen The Jed River Lumber Company's Paul Bunyan book was
in circulation there were many requeats for quantity lots from
deslers . Despite the fact that & large pasrt of the book was
used to advertize the virtues snd products of Red River it had an
scceptance that dealers thought they oouldqgcash in on particulsre
ly in the Paul Bunysn country ( Minnesota iisconsin and Michigan
s Red River was not in the book business and sent out copies
only on individusl requests the dealers could not be accomodated,

Since Red River was liquidated ( 1944( I have had requests
from that country snd from some spots on the 7est Coast for a boo k
that would sell at a price for tourist pickup . No doubt yom
know how travel promotion is gesred to Paul Bunyan in Minnesota
and Mdichigan . With this in mind I provided for optionsl inserts,
the blank psges in the book. For gquantity orders from certain
regions the insert pages could be used for local publicity, meps,
photos and special copy tying Paul to that loezlity. ( That may
shock your ethics but the motives for this book were entirely
mercensry ) Of course the inserts would be out if the book is
directed to another field or to places where localizatioyg would
not help sales.

This detail asbout the dummy may not interest you. On the
other hand as one of raul Bunysn's originsl sponsors you mey be
apused by some of the angles in the devious detours Psul has
traevelled since you gave him a push toward fame, I thought you
might question +the format of the dummy so give this explanstion,

Please let me know what you think of it. Your opinion 18\oof*£i/
more that that of anyone I know of Because you knew Paul way back
when he mg wes 8 logger and I know you don't think much of some
of the stuff written sbout him by city dudes.

¥ith 8ll my best regards,
Sincerely



1214 Pardee Avenue
Susanville Californis
July 21 -b61

Dear Archie:

Here is 2 reprint of asn srticle in the Journal
of "mericsn Folklore about you snd Paul Bunyan and others . It
is by Msx Gartenberg the lad who arote to you asking access to
the Red River files., He hes s book soming out on the subject .
Another book of scholerly deductions about Paul Bunyan will be
suthored by a man named Dan Hoffman.

Imaginr that 1!! It's 1like Dan Fagan or Windy Carve
going to college.

Si I hope you are 8till tsasking nourishment, liquid sand
80 Y

As ever



]0 hn L. Westrum HOPKINS, MINNESOTA

R A S e S s S

Westenn Fornest Products HOpkins 9850
July 23, 1952.

Mr, W. B. Laughead,
Susanville, California.

Dear Bill:=-

We are now celebrating
our Minneapolis Aguatennial. This is an annual
affair, and considered the largest summer
attraction in our State.

1 enclose & souvenir of

this occasion, and you will note that your
good friend Paul is now the President of the
"Blue Snow 3ank.
With best regards,
% Vs
JLWestrum/w
WHITE FIR SUGAR PINE LARCH
DOUGLAS FIR PONDEROSA PINE HEMLOCK
WESTERN RED CEDAR IDAHO WHITE PINE REDWOOD

" Pensonal Servics to the (ywu{ and Ondustrial “Thade Since 1924 "



Susanville
July 29 1956c

Dear John:

Many thanks for remembering me with your mailing
0f the Paul Bunyan bank note. I always heard that Faul made
big momey and this must be some of it.

I would like to get some information about dhe
Minneapolis Aquatennial. I have always received newspaper
coverage O0f the St. Paul midwinter show but have had nothing on
the Aquatennial.

If 4t 18 convenient for you to get some newspaper
pictures, a program and some figuess on sttendance etc. that
indicate its scope I would greatly appreciate it. Also some extrs
bank notes, if still obtainsble that I can send to Paul Bunyan
fans and some friends here on the Coast. The redwood country
is beginning to use Paul Bynan in = big way, some large animated
statues, a Panl Bunyan lumber jacj show etec.

It 18 slways good to hear from you and would be glad to
get 2 letter once in a while asbout yourself and Mms. Westrum and %k
things in general.

With thanks and best regards

A8 ever

1214 Pardee Ave
Susanville Californias
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JOHN L. WESTRUM
Western Fonest Products
HOPKINS, MINN.
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Ir. W. B« Laughead,
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519 S. W. PARK AVENUE

PORTLAND 5, OREGON, U.S. A.

August L4, 1952

Mr, W.B. Laughead,
121l Pardee Avenue,
Susanville, California.

Dear WeBe:

I am always glad that some circumstance finally prompts the contin-
uance of the little correspondence between us, for over a period
of years I have always enjoyed our cordial relations. My only
regret is that our paths seem to cross far too infrequently.

Your memory is very good., Wr. Peter Binford of Binfords & Mort,

102 NJW. 9th Ave.,, Portland, Oregon, is still a most logical individ-
ual with whom you may logically discuss the possibilities of publish-
ing a book on any phase of the Paul Bunyan legends,.

Incidentally, Peter and Morris Binford along with Ralph Mort are the
principals of the Metropolitan Printing Company, who have handled
the printing and binding responsibilities of THE TIMBERMAN and
WESTERN BUILDING for more than twenty years.

With kind personal regards.

Yours very truly,

THE TIMBERNAN,

Edgar P. Hoener,
Publisher,

EPH:ems



Susanville Californisa
June 12 18587

Editor

TRUR

67 Yest 44th Street
Hew York 26 Few York

In tke Strange But Truve seection of your February lssue
it is stated that Faul Bunyan is " faske lore not folk lore”.

50 mueh has been written sbount raul and so many critics
and historians have disagreed shbout hie ststve as & folk hero that
almost spy statement about him would be true,-~ so far as it
went but ag a half truth it wouléd not tell the whole story.

There was a Psal Bunyan lsgend in the 91d Pine camps and
elsewhere about the land where nomad loggers wandered. ilgo the
0ld boy hes suffered from a lot ¢f fakers.

; 27 you would be interested in what really happered to launch
Daul Funyan ag anr imerican demigod and QOmething of the eontroversy
that hes T0llov®i you might lock up Marshall Fishwick's article in

Yale RPeview December 1951.

“ith some very minor inscuraciés it outlines codrrectly Paul
Bunyan's progress snd the suthor’'s classificaticn Junyan I and
"*unyan IT just about hits the mark.
Youre truly

328 Yardee Avenue
Susanville,California WeBeLaughend



c-
n,
r-
-3

1S

o

LA

s .)-‘l_m

| the ‘Forest History Foundation of

i B

ast .JWeek representmg
Sain \-aul ‘Minn. His visit was for

vxewAiacter and. the:names Mr. La

et
t. Paul’ Bunyan:. is.
t "folklore was_to

€ C Laughead’
testimony that" he had based Paul
Bunyan. .directly’ upon  the anec-

heard:in the -logging ' camps of
‘the Lake' States at the turn of the
century.

The :tape’ recordmgs made by
Mr. Laughead will be deposited in
the ‘archives of the Forest History
‘oundation; a: non-profit organiza-
tion: *dedicated .to preserving the
records and history of the lumber’
Jindustry, for the benefit of stu-

e dents and historians of the west-
‘|'ward:march of the lumber trade
| from:Maine to the Pacific.
.| Rirst Booklet in 1914 .

Only two major recorded in-
stances of lPaul Bunyan’s mame

being, :uged: in print are” known
pnor t0 1914 when Mr. Laughead
‘produced the first booklet “Intro-
ducing. Mr. ‘Paul Bunyan, from
Westwood, California” as an ad-
vertising piece for The Red River
Lumber €ompany, who wished to
acquaint ‘the:trade with' their im-
pendin move from angsota to

alifornia.”

In thls flrst nbooklet Mr. Laug-

1 head gave the names.to-Paul’s

dotes:-and oral traditions he had|

‘ : Q.‘. ) Ze

In%t'gnly pri ted ?egends
‘of Paul Bunyan for the first time
but made the first' drawing ’of
Paul, as well as'the ‘first’ drawing
of the famous Blue Ox, whom hel

-named “Babe.” : :
In this first booklet B1ll Laug-

supporting ‘characters who, in the
oral traditional stories about Paul
‘hadbeen nameless. ‘These ‘char-

Laug-
head‘ gave them included Johnny
Ink-Slinger; -Sam. dough. - Big !
Ole, Chris Cro$$HaUIahd many
others whose names f(oday ‘are as
much  a ‘part of: the story as is
Paul’s.

A second Paul Bunyan booklet
was written by Mr.- Laughead 1n
1916 and distributed by Red River
while the third edition of tie stor-
ies, published in 1922; was dis-}:
tributed throughout the world in

over 125,000 copies. . 1

“The popular ‘-knowledge of Paul |!
Bunyan can e "dated, ‘according}'
to,Mr. Hutchinson, from theinitial |:
writings of Mr. Laughead, which |
were- taken over,-adapted, chang-
ed and often distorted beyond be- l
lief by myriads of “writers. who
based’ their ‘work ‘oni Mr. Laug-
head’s_advertising ‘hooklets.

The trademark head of Paul
Bunyan, as used today by the Paul
‘Bunyan Lumber "Company of Su-
sanville, is the same face that ‘Bill
Laughead coneeived in 1914, bas-
‘ing the expression upon a: lumber-
_Jjack, Petere Dick, with whom he
had ‘worked in the woods at Bem-
idji, Minn., and taking the long-
horn moustache from that work
by Charley fRevoxr a French Can-

adian cook

I I e ]

fa nmaar ;'L.»»‘.‘l; SRR [



Susanville California
September 26 1957

Dear Hutch: '

© The book was in my mail box when I got home last night
and I sat up £111 21l hours exploring it and getting a kick out of
everything I saw.

%hat a job. Almost every paragraph shows the product of

\, long and painful research tossed off in caswally mentioned dates

and quotes.

I would say that we Rhodes fans and readers generally
were mighty lucky when this assignment fell to the one man whose
own background and disposition qualified him to recognize the values
in this material,f to know what to look for and what to do with it
when he found it and then put it together with a prose in tune with
the subject. Some day I would like to know how many months and
miles you put into it.

I'1l bet Gene feels the same way about it in whatever
cow poke's Valhalla he is riding today.

Needleus to say I am very grateful té you for sending it
to me not only for immediate reading but to own and pick up again
to enjoy Gene and recall the writer.

The Advocate is out today and they front paged the story
of your job here . I am sending you a couple of clippings and can
get more idf you have use for them.

I'11 tell you Huteh your visit is a very . happy memory
and I hepe only the first of many contacts.

Keep your load in the rut

3:8 Pardee Ave
Susanville % eBsLaughead



Susanville California
October £2 1957

¥re. Bill inrphy
Los ingeles Times
Los Angeles California

Dear Pil11:
Inclosed raul Bunyzn itemse :

Pishwick's article Yasle Review

24 Crane's story linneapolis Tribune
Sooklet TFaml Bunyan and iHis Big “lue Ox
Zz re=-prints trade jJjournal ads.

THis should give you thes essence of the ¢ tory ,
enough for your present purpose , as well as if you wsded through
a 1ot of material I might send you . However if you need anything
more Jjust iet me know . How sbout photos testwood operstion and
virgin timber 7

Fishwick and Crane cover thelr phases with only a few
of the errors that creep into every human endeavor , not enough to
hurt.

You can pick up the trademerk from page 4 of the booklet
and typiczl faces of raul Punyan the way I d41d him out of the sa
reprints, ~nd the title yage of the booklet « This is the 5ixth
edition, 1924 . It went through thirteen printings for ambout 120
thousand. Thé only liste-meiling wes the first one , 19Zi. Format
and advertising was changed from time to time bdbut story copy was
always the same.

“e never tresated 'anl .s 2 figure out of the past but =
the main guy of currept operations both in our advertising snd in
business correspondence . 'hé sign over the main gate read HOIE
OF PAUL BUNYAN and employes generall said they"worked for Paul
Suny ane”

I hope this gives you wh-t you want. if not just holler.

Yours truly

3.8 Tardee iLvenue
Susanville Cslifornia YeB.Laughond
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October 29, 1957

Dear Mr, Laughead:

Thank vou for your interesting letter and the information
which you sent me. I will return vour material just as soon as
I have a little time to study it,

I had a most interesting letter from James Stevens who
sent me an article from the Southern Lumber Journal, Dec., 1954,
It is titled "William B, Laughead and the Bunyan Legend."

In this a rticle there is a reproduction of one of your
paintings showing Paul Bunyan swinging an axe, I am fascinated by this
picture and wish that I had a copy that we could use in the story.
The caption says that this painting is owned by the Paul Bunyan
Lumber Co. Is there a black and white photo of this picture available?
Unfortunately, the magazine reproduced the picture in rather small
size and 1 do not think that we could get a copy out of it that would
make a suitable cut,

Let me know, for I will then copy some of the pictures which
you sent me, and possibly we can use them,

Will also sendl you a copy of the Westwood story shortly.

Best wishes,

Bill Murphy

/‘—_-\



Susanville California
November 1 1957

KEr. Bill Xurphy
Los Angeles Times
TLos Angeles California

Dear Bill:

Received last night your letter of the 29th regarding
the painting of Paul Bunyan owned by the Taul Bunyan Lumber Company.
I contacted the photographer this morning and ordered a 5x7 shot
that will give you a better reproduction than the halftone in the
Soutnern Lumber Journal . He is badly tied up this week but will
shoot it for me Sunday. I should be able to mail you a print by
HMonday or Tuesday and hope this will be in time for your job.,

Since I maild you the material I have come accross a
drawing of the trade mark. This will give your camera man flat
copy , easier to handle than the page in the booklet so I will

mail it with the photo.

I still cant figure cut howcome Jim Stevens would be
sending you the Southern lumberman story.

If you need anything more just holler.

yours

328 rardee Avenue WeB.Laughead
Susanville Californisa




Susanville California
Hovember 4 1987

Ire. Hlwood H. MHaunder ,Director
Forest Fistory Foundation, Inc.
£706 7est Seventh Boulevard

St. Yanl 16 Kinnesota

Desr iT. ¥aunder:

Please accept nmy thanks for the bound copy of
the transcript of the tape recording I made with V.H.lutchinson.
Thysically it is an attractive format in which to live with posterity
but the vary fact that the words are preserved like files in amber
makes me critical of the copy.

It was my understanding that I was to recieve a preliminary
draft for approval or revision before the final typing was made up.
This I did not get arnd for the degree of acofnracy implicit in
historical data of greater importance than my own self respect as
a workman with words) I am sorry that I did not get this copy sand
hev = chance to 40 some proof reading.

“he fault is mine. For what mental processes I have pencil
and paper have always been necessary. Yords come slowly with many
revisins and not , as the poet says , tripplingly from the tongue.
In plain languasge my dictation is lousy.

Heading the copy in co0ld blood I can cee where false inferences
can be drawm from the language used. The would not be extensive bhefore
page 31 . TFrom there on so much seems i¥ellevant to the raul Bunyan

record that I would like further clarification from Huteh for his
reasons for going into it. Ky own thought would be to cut a lot of
it out.

2f course what I gaid is on the tape and mus%t stand as is but
future readers may use the written copy rather than the oral record
s0 there would be some chanee to relieve some of these faults,

I would like to hear from you on this and particularly whether ym
heve made the distribution of copies listed in your letter. Can
revisions still be made ¢

“ith repeated thanks znd good wighes,

Yours very truly

Z28 Fsrdee ‘venue

Susanville California VeBeLanghend




%ﬁ Forest History Foundation, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THEODORE C. BLEGEN
Minncapolis, Minn.

LEO V. BODINE
Spokane, Wash.

LEONARD G. CARPENTER

Minncapolis, Minn.

HENRY E. CLEPPER
Washington, D. C.

MicDONALD S. DENMAN

San Francisco, Cal.

GEORGE L. DRAKE
Shelton, Wash.

HAROLD S. FOLEY
Vancouver, B. C.

EMANUEL FRITZ
Berkeley, Cal.

HERBERT HEATON
Minneapolis, Minn.

RALPH W. HIDY
Cambridge, Mass.

JOHN H. HINMAN
New York, N. Y.

STANLEY F. HORN
Nashville, Tenn.

WILLARD E. IRELAND
Victoria, B. C.

FRANK H. KAUFERT
St. Paul, Minn.

H. R. MacMILLAN
Vancouver, B. C.

N. FLOYD McGOWIN
Chapman, Ala.

JAMES L. MADDEN
Chester, Penn.

DAVID T. MASON
Portland, Oregon

G. W. E. NICHOLSON
New York, N. Y.

JAMES SILVER
University, Miss.

CORYDON WAGNER
Tacoma, Wash.

F. K. WEYERHAEUSER
S¢t. Paul, Minn.

DAVID WINTON
Minneapolis, Minn.

DIRECTOR

ELWOOD R. MAUNDER
St. Paul, Minn.

2706 West Seventh Boulevard
SAINT PAUL 16, MINNESOTA

November 7, 1957

Mr. Wig Bo L&ughea-d
328 Pardee avenue
susanville, Californiz

Dear Mr. Laughead:

As you undoubtedly know, Mr, Maunder is at present
on the West Coast on Foundation business and will not be back
in the office for ten days or two weeks. Therefore, 1 am taking
the liberty of answering your letter of November 4th. Of course,
when Mr. Maunder returns he will no doubt go into this matter in
more detail with you.

I transcribed your interview from the tape recording
and typed it into the form you received in the bound notebook.
We were all so thrilled with the interview and the informution
it contained that Mr, Maunder took it with him to exhibit at the
Pacific Logging Congress as one of our very best interviews., As
you can understand, it certazinly would not have been used by
researchers and historians at that time but as = exhibit of the
type of invaluable historical information that can be obtained
through t ape interviews,

Naturally we have not sent the other copies of the in-
terview out to any repositories inasmuch as you had not indicated
your approval of the form you recently received. Mr, Hutchinson
has received a copy inasmuch as he was the interviewer, and his
corrections and additions were also solicited. However, I under-
stand that he is now on a cruise in the Pacific as"™historian
emeritus"on the Lurline so cannot be contacted for some time,
May I suggest that you go over the bound copy we sent you on
October 25th making any corrections, deletions or additions you
deem necessary, and we will be glad to incorporate them into a
final draft of the interview.

Sincerely,

C={P1~AA~ ‘ ,‘ S2a 2 .;§$

al (Mrs.) 4Ann Lindquist
Oral History Secretary
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Oral history as obtained through the tape-recorded interview continues to
be a major part of the Forest History Foundation's program, Featuring this aspect
of its work, the Foundation will have an exhibit at the Pacific Logging Congress in

Seattle, October 30-November 1, 1957,

While the Congress is in session, Zlwood

Maunder, director of the Foundation, has arranged to conduct a series of tape inter~
views relating to the history of fire control and prevention, logging methods, and
logging machinery with men who are pioneers and specialists in each field,

A noteworthy addition to the Foundation's store of interviews has been made

by 7. H. Hutchinson, Chico, California.

Acting for the Foundation, Hutchinson in-

terviewed William Laughead, Susanville, who originally published the Paul Bunyan

tales for the Red River Lumber Company of V/estwood, California. The tapes con-
tain Laughead's own explanation of the Paul Bunyan story, and his reminiscences of
old~time logging and lumbering in Minnesota and California.

Bruce Harding who is now ''field-tripping'' in the New York~New England

area also has lined up several tape interviews,

One of Bruce's interviews will be

with Ralph S. Hosmer, emphasizing especially Hosmer's work in Hawaii, During
this past summer, Bruce recorded interviews with Len Costley of International
Falls, Minnesota, and J. A. Mathieu, Rainy River Lumber Company, Fort Francis,
Ontario, and arranged for other interviews in /isconsin and Minnesota this winter,

RECORDS REPORT--The papers of Colo-
nel "7illiam B. Greeley have been placed in
the library of the University of Oregon at
Zugene by the Greeley family. Included are
diaries, manuscripts of speeches and mag-
azine articles, memos, statements, and
some 5000 letters dating from 1929 to 1955.
Some of the material is from the files of
the est Coast Lumbermen's Association
which turned over to the family such of the
Colonel's papers as were in its files. Dr,
Martin Schmitt, University of Oregon's
manuscripts curator, would like to locate
additional Greeley correspondence to aug-
ment the collection, If you have any, or
know of any, he would be pleased to hear
from you.

Lucille Kane, manuscripts curator of
the Minnesota Historical Society, reports
that 2 boxes and 30 volumes of records of
the Bovey-DelLaittre Lumber Company,
Minneapolis, are processed and ready for

use. They comprise labor, land, and log-
ging contracts, ledgers, journals, day-
books, and some correspondence.

According to Dr., Robert S. Maxwell,
director of the Bureau of East Texas Re=-
search, Stephen F. Austin State College,
work on the Kurth papers has been going
ahead and the collection will be moved into
the new State College library this fall,

A small collection of reports relating
to timber and land made in connection with
surveys for the Northern Pacific Railroad
by George H. and Fred Plummer were re-
cently turned over to the VWashington State
College library at Pullman by the Minne-
sota Historical Society. Originally placed
in the MHS manuscripts department by the
Forest History Foundation, the collection
was turned over to WSC because of its
greater importance to western 17ashington
and the Pacific Northwest,
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HARDVWOOD HISTORY -~ The Indiana Hard-
wood Lumbermen's Association is inter-
ested in collecting materials and informa-
tion pertaining to lumbering and sawmilling
in Indiana and the adjacent hardwoods area.
Eventually the Association would like to get
a history of the region written. Anyone who
can supply historical data is urged to get in
touch with Roy C. Brundage, secretary of
the Association, at the Horticulture Build-~
ing, Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana.

LUMBERJACK LORE-~For more than 25
years, Dr, E. C. Beck, Central Michigan
College, Mount Pleasant, has been collect-
ing the songs and stories of the lumber-
jacks., Getting his material directly from
the men of the woods, '""Doc' Beck has
traveled from coast to coast and border to
border., His collections (two of which,
SONGS OF THE MICHIGAN LUMBER -
JACKS and LORE OF THE LUMBER -
CAMPS, are out of print) have been pub-
lished by the University of Michigan Press,
His latest volume THEY KNE1/ PAUL
BUNYAN (November 1956) stresses the
Great Lakes region.,

WEST VIRGINIA--O. D. Lambert, histori-
cal records specialist at Vest Virginia
University, Morgantown, who has ferreted
out and brought into the University's ar-
chives many of the records of 1/est Virgin-
ia's forest industries, is beginning work on
a history of the industries, Mr. Lambert,
in his own words, helped ''to cut the for-
ests and manufacture them into lumber"
and hence has an '"intimate knowlege of the
thought, manners and customs of the
woodsmen. ' Anyone who can provide fur-
ther information or knows the whereabouts
of available records should write Mr.
Lambert.

50TH ANNIVERSARY--Our congratulations
to the Faculty of Forestry ofthe University

of Toronto, Canada's first professional
forestry school, on the celebration of its
fiftieth anniversary, October 25,

PIKEZ-POLES AND PEAVEYS--Interest in
collecting the colorful materials associated
with the life and work of the lumbermanis
growing apace. At Flint, Michigan, where
FLINT JUNIOR COLLEGE plans anhistori-
cal museum, Dr. Robert H. Van Bolt would
be pleased to hear from anyone who could
help locate objects reminiscent of Flint's
importance as a lumbering center.

At the UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON,
plans are in progress for a forest indus-
tries museum. Don Clark ofthe Institute of
Forest Products is working with the Hoo-
Hoo Club of Seattle in developingthe project.
The Hoo-Hoos are not only sponsoring the
museum, but expect to actively assist in
locating and collecting materials for it.

The IDAHO HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
Boise, is also looking to the collection of
its forestry and forest industries' history.
Museum objects, photographs, personal
letters and memoirs, diaries, and business
records are all being sought to provide a
permanent and fruitful source for study by
scholars of Idaho's history.

HISTORYLAND at Hayward, Wisconsin,
operated by Tony Wise, offers the tourist
a visit to an Indian village and an old-time
logging camp. A feature of the exhibit is
an old gear-driven Lima logging engine.

The W, J, MCCREADY LUMBER COM-
PANY, Forest Grove, Oregon, has been
collecting various kinds of log transporting
vehicles. William McCready writes that
the company would like to locate a locomo-
tive to go with some cars they have ob-
tained from the old Sumpter Valley Line in
eastern Oregon which started out as a log-
ging and gold mining line.

TIMBER TERMS--L. G. Sorden (Ag. Ex-
tension Service, University of Wisconsin)
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and Isabel J. Ebert (Tomahawk, V/isconsin)
have published an interesting booklet on
logging terminology. LOGGER'S WVORDS
OF YESTERDAY, adictionary of some 1200
words common to the Lakes States lurnber-
jack, may be obtained from Mr. Sorden,
212 N. Allen Street, Madison, \/isconsin.

60 YEARS OF FORESTRY ~--Arthur Meyer,
editor, JOURNAL OF FORESTRY, and
Henry Clepper, executive secretary, Socie-
ty of American Foresters, have been auth-
orized to compile a book tentatively titled,
"American Forestry - the First Sixty Years,"
to be published in connection with the sixti-
eth anniversary of SAF in 1960.

RETAIL HISTORY--The Briggs Lumber
Company, Inc.,, Oneonta, New York, has
compiled anillustrated, manuscript history
of its seventy-four years in the retail lum-
ber business. This history resulted when
old pictures of the Oneonta yard were found
in WVeyerhaeuser files, and the suggestion
was made to Mr. Roscoe Briggs that his
company's story would add important in-
sights intothe history of retail lumbering.

IN THE FIELD--Bruce Harding has spent
most of the past summer traveling in Wis-
consin and Minnesotalaying the groundwork
for Forest History Committees in those
states., He has visited local libraries, mu-
seums, and historical societies to examine
their holdings of printed and manuscript
materials, photographs, and museum ob-
jects related to forestry and forest indus-
tries history. Bruce also stopped at many
of the lumber and pulp and paper companies,
exploring their records holdings, and inter-
est in their own records and history.

DUPLICATES AVAILABLE--The library of
the Institute of Paper Chemistry wishes to
clear its shelves of duplicate materials,
primarily forestryand pulp and paper

FALL 1957

periodicals. Institutions wishing further
information should write Eugene Bunker,
The Library, Institute of Paper Chemistry,
Box 498, Appleton, Wisconsin,

MAINE AGAIN--Another State of Mainer is
delving into the state's forest industries'
history. Vincent York, Phillips, is seeking
material dealing with early operations in
the Androscoggin or Richardson Lakes area.

CONSERVATION HISTORY--Dr. Lawrence
Rakestraw, Northern Montana College, Hav-
re, is working on a revision of his doctoral
dissertation, '"A History of Forest Conser-
vation in the Pacific Northwest, 1891-1913,"
He is also interested in ''Lightburning, "and
in the early career of E. T, Allen. (From
FORESHADOW, March 1957)

GIFTS TO THE FHF LIBRARY--From
Walter J. Damtoft, Champion Paper and
Fibre Company, a file of the J OURNAL OF
FORESTRY, 1917-1925.

American Paper and Pulp Association,
complete file of COMMUNITY RELATIONS
PROGRIESS, March 1954 - September 1957,

Minnesota and Ontario Paper Company,
54 issues of THE MANDONIAN.

“isconsin Conservation Department,
copies of all of its "in-print' publications,
including '""History of State Forestry in
/isconsin'' (42 p., mimeo,)

NE1V/ BOOKS--Emanuel Fritz (comp.), CAL-
IFORNIA COAST REDWOOD, San Francis-
co: Foundation for American Resource
Management, 1957. Annotated bibliography.

HISTORIAE AGRICULTURAE, v. 1, 1950;
ve 2, 1951; v. 3, 1952-1953. Groningen, The
Netherlands: Het Nederlands Agronomisch-
Historisch Institut, 1953, 1954, 1956, Inter-
national bibliography (includes forestry).

Gordon Newell and Joe V/illiamson, PA-
CIFIC TUGBOATS. Seattle: Superior Pub-
lishing Company, 1957.
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A. R. Reynolds, THE DANIEL SHAW
LUMBER COMPANY: A CASESTUDY OF
THE V/ISCONSIN LUMBERING FRONTIER.
New York: New York University Press,
1957, NYU Graduate School of Business Ad-
ministration, Business History Series.
ARTICLES -~J. Leonard Bates, Fulfilling
American Democracy: The Conservation
Movement, 1907-1921, THE MISSISSIPPI
VALLEY HISTORICALREVIEY/, June 1957.
) Nollie W, Hickman, Logging and Rafting

Timber in South Mississippi, 1840-1910,
JOURNAL OF MISSISSIPPI HISTORY,
July 1957.

Harold T. Pinkett, Gifford Pinchot at
Biltmore. NORTH CAROLINA HISTORI-
CAL REVIEW, July 1957.

Herman Work, Forests onthe Old Fields.
THE PAPER MAKER, Number 2, 1957,
BOOKLETS--J. H. Ainsworth, THE LOWER
FOX: A RIVER OF PAPER. Kaukauna, Wis-
consin: Thilmany Pulp & Paper Co., 1957,

C. Raymond Clar; FOREST USE IN

FOREST HISTORY FOUNDATION, INC,
2706 West Seventh Boulevard
Saint Paul 16, Minnesota

SPANISH-MEXICAN CALIFORNIA, [Sacra-
mento|, California: Department of Natural
Resources, Division of Forestry, 1957,

Vernon W. Roelofs, 50 COLORFUL
YEARS. Appleton, Wisconsin: The Appleton
Coated Paper Company, March 29, 1957,

Roelofs, 100 YEARS. [Oshkosh|, Wiscon-
sin: Paine Lumber Co., Ltd., 1953,

Karl E. Stansbury, THE FIRST SEVENTY
YEARS. [Kaukauna], Wisconsin: Thilmany
Pulp & Paper Company, [1953].
MANUSCRIPTS-- H. H. Chapman, Menom-

inee Indian Timber Case.

Chapman, An Historical Account of the
Two National Forests in Minnesota,

Charles S. Cowan, History of the Wash-
ington Forest Fire Association,

George B. Engberg, Men for the Pineries
Lumber Vorkers in the Lake States, 1830~
1930. Revision of doctoral dissertation,

Published quarterly by the Forest History

" 'Foundation, Inc., 2706 West Seventh Boul-

evard, St. Paul 16, Minnesota,

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

Mr. William Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
Susanville, California




Susanville California
AIR MAIL November 13 1957

Mra Ann Lundquist

Forest Historv Foundation Inc.
2706 "est Seventh Boulevard
St.Faul 16 Ninnesota

Dear Hrs. Lundquist;

Thanks for your letter of the 7th and the
information contained therein.

Hutech must be living pretty high on the hog cruising
the Pacific « Can you tell me when he is due back home 7 I
do not want to hold you up in putting the interview into final
form but if Huteh will not be gone too long I should go over it
with him before making any deletions . Now that I know he has
a copy this will be 2 simple matter.

Yours sincerely

328 Pardee Avenue We.B.Laughead



%ﬁ Forest History Foundation, Inc.
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ELWOOD R. MAUNDER
St. Paul, Minn.

2706 West Seventh Boulevard
SAINT PAUL 16, MINNESOTA

November 29, 1957

Mr. William Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
Susanville, California

Dear Mr. Laughead:

By now you will have had some opportunity to
review the transcript of the oral history interview which W, H.
Hutchinson made with you earlier this year and perhaps you have
made the corrections and additions you mentioned in an earlier
letter. As soon as you have completed these, please send the
manuscript back to us and we will make the changes on other copies
which we have on file here. I hope that these changes will not be
major since it is our hope that the full content of the interview
can be preserved. It is a very worthwhile addition to our know-
ledge of the subject of Paul Bunyan folk lore.

You will be interested, I am sure, to know
that I recently made a similar interview with your friend, Jim
Stevens, in Seattle. Your interview and that with Jim make up
a very good and authoritative fund of information on a subject
which is beconimling of increasing interest.

I sincerely hope that you are giving serious
thought to the suggestion I made in an earlier letter concerning
the permanent preservation of personal papers in your possession.
Our Foundation library here in St. Paul would be especially pleased
to have any contributions of Paul Bunyan literature which you might
be able to give us.

I will follow up your suggestions relative to
company records as soon as the opportunity presents itself. Because
we are a relatively small organization with a large field to cover,
(the whole continent) we can't always follow up these things as
quickly as we would like.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

= M&—_

Elwood R. Maunder,

ERM:ee Director.
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/ November 12, 1957
\. 3445 S, Sycamorse
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Ave, Los Angeles 16.\>

Mr., W.B. Laughead
328 Pardee Ave,
Susanville, Calif.

Dear Bill:

Thanks for sending the picture down. I have sent you all your
other material back under separate cover., The picture you sent, I am
turning in with the story which I have completed. I don't think that
we could use the trademark--too commercial--so I am sending that back.

It was Jim Stevens who sent me the article from the Southern
Lumber Journal. &t first I got the material mixed up and thought that
you had sent it to me, but then at the top he has written, please
return to James Stevens; so then I was sure I hadn't received it
from you.

I imagine that 1t will be several wesks before the article appears,
but when it does 1 will send you a copy.

I just got out of the hospital myself, and I will be away from
the office for several months. I fell victim to that traditional
ailment of most newspapermen--1 developed a resl fine ulcer--hence the
necessity for a lot of rest and careful diet, It is quite difficult to
re-adjust one's sslf to I assure you.

Hope to sss jou in the spring when I get back there again. I
have to plan on getting that house of mine in lWiestwood furnkshed. I'd
like to take off for there right now, but the medics won't let me.

st wishes,




Prom: LIGENDS OF PAUL BUNYAN, Collected by Harold W. Felton

W. B. Laughead:
JOE MUFRAW,

the Onme Named Pete

When a man gets the reputation in the woods of being & "good man” it refers
only to physical prowess. Freguently he i1s challenged to fight by ”séod men” frow
other communities.

There was Pete Mufraw. “You know Joe Mufraw?” "Qui, two Joe Mufraw, cne
named Pete.” That's the fellow. After Pete had licked everybody between Quebec
and Bey Chaleur he started to look for Psul Bunyan. He bragged all over the
country that he had worn out six pair of shoe-pacs looking for Paul. Finally he
met up with him.

Paul was plowing with two yoke of steers and Pete Mufraw stopped et the
brush-fence to watch the plow cut ite way right through rocks and stumps. When
they reached the end of the furrow Paul picked up the plow and the oxen with one
arm and turned them around. Pete tock one look end then wandered off down the
trail muttering, Hox an' hall! She's 1ift hox an' hall."”



Susanville Califormia
November 18 1957

¥re., 311l Murphy
2446 South Sycamore Avenue
Los Angeles 16 Californis

Dear Rill

Recieved with thenks materiszls returned and your
letter of the 1l2th.

I am very sorry to hear about your ulcers . Can't you
come up here for a while ¢ They say this smog free siinshine is
good for whatever alls you. It would help you shake off the
tensions that cause your worry warts and pressure blisters.

Anyhow I am pulling for your early recovery.

Hang Her Tough”

Sincerely

3E8 Yardee Avenue WeBbLlauchead
Susanville
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CHICO STATE COLLEGE
CHICO, CALIFORNIA

November 22, 1957

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF INSTRUCTION

Mr, We B. Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
Susanville
California

Dear Mr, Laughead:

I appreciate very much hearing from you, and I shall
certainly send you the six copies of the transcript to which you
refers, I am also enclosing as many of last year's scripts as
we stili have in stock in order that you may catch up on the
whole series, We are continuing the programs this year, and I
shall add your name to the mailing liste

Since our postage budget is somewhat limited, I shall make out
your check for $1.,00 which will be ample to cover your share of the
postage.

I have been reading with considerable interest the transcript
of the interview W. H. Hutchinson had with you recently. This will
be, I am sure, a great contribution to the serious students of
American folklore,

I am sorry that I haven't had the opportunity to talk with you
personally, but perhaps I can come to Susanville before too long
and have a talk with you, My friend, "Old Hutch" Hutchinson, who
is a true scholar in these matters, has spoken with sincere
appreciation of the time you spent with him,

Sincerely yours,

_’}f/'

Hector lLee
HL:bh Dean of Instruction



Susanville Californis
February 1 1958

Hector Lee, Dean
Chico State College
Chico California

To correspondents in a position
like yours I never know whether
to write lister or Doctor.

It is a long time since you sent me the transeripts but
I hope it is not too late to thank you for your generosity. They
are all interesting, informative, entertaining and stimulating.

Have you changed your T.Ve. hour? I have not been catching
you at 6 Fe.le Sunday e

80 you met Hutch and saw a transcript of his tapes ? I
hove to do s lot of revising » They were supposed to send me an
advance copy but did not do so. Jim Stevens writes that Ir. kKaunder
took tapes from him and he is having the same experience. liay be
Jim is like me . I have always done my thinking with a pencil and
paper. 1 am not versed in the tricky art of dictation , particular-~
ly documents for posterity. Trying to do so belween rounds of an
off record chewing match with a guy like Hutech I said a 1ot of
things the wrong way.

I am looking forward to meeting you and such a visit is
worth serious effort to get to Chico . As I do not have a car that
sometimes takes some doing . For a joint session with you and Hutch
I will walk. .

I could not talk to a scholar but I hava a hunch that hot all
your views of what goes on in this complicated Cosmos are made from
the window of an Ivory tower. We can find some spots of common
ground.

Yours very truly

W

328 Yardee Ave %eBe.Laughead
Susanville



Sunday- 29-IX-57
Dear Bill:

The enclosed copy of a latter to Forest History
Foundation will treat of matters and I hope what I have
done meets with your approval,

Glad the Advocate used the story. Reading it,
I can see a lot of construction that is not good newspaper
copy. VWrote it in a hurry and, as you know, it is easier
by far to write long than to write short,

Bill, what youw rote about A BAR CROSS MAN
touched me where it counted., "A fit audience, if few"
is about what the author gets out of a book like that
and coming from you, words of praise mean something.

YOU are qualified to give them,

I hacd s Rockefeller Grant-in-aid to do the
initial priiary research at Huntington Library.

This was in the Fall and winter of 1952/63. Spent the
best part of the next two years in my spare time finishing
up the looée ends, Then took me six months to write it,
Final MS was delivered in the summer of 1955 and the

book appeared in July, 2956, Kept alive writing for the
pulps and announcing little-bitty rodeos, horse-shows,
etc, Well, like Kipling's "Galley Slave" : "There's

my name upon the deck beam///Let it stand there for a

No more for now,...Con Di:s, Ami%o, Siempre su Vida

space., "



?{((— f3bd %ﬁzkf—tx. ‘

- —=—""""Cohassst Stege _
i - Chico, Cal, e
. 29-11—1957._ e
nr. Elwood uaunder Director
Forest History Foundation.

2706 West 7th.Blvd., "
Saint Paul, 16, M.'mn.

Dear Mr. uamero ,
Enclosed is a letber rrom W.B.Laughead tegether

with two photographs and eleven reprints or drawinge
- which he sent to me. ,

i+ 1 .am sending them to you ror tne mg&w‘s :
a.rchives. They will be better preserved and of more *nlue e
to the :lndustrx u:;n you than ever they could be ‘with me. B

it would be a eciat I know, ir .vou could
drop a line to Bill La ng him for this.
material, He i1s a grand person with one of the clearest,
- most practical minds about the lumber industry I ever
have encountered, Only the endemic diseass of the @
free-lancer <- creeping poliomyelitis of the exchequer=-
prevents me from offering to pay you for the privilege o
having met him,

_ ' Also enclosed are t'o clippinge .trom the
Susanville newspaper of 26-IX. I wrote the story for
them myself, 1like the man who ,bought a watchdog but S
continued to do his own barking, since it seemed.to me
that you should get some pnbnc{ty ‘out of the venture md,
additionally, that Lar.ghead ehould get some honor in U
his own country. ; SR PIGAT,

‘A note trom Ernie Kolbe ot Western Pine Assn.
has mentioned that several hundred negatives taken by
the late Mr,Rognon, Susanville photographer, wound up
in the Western Pine files; many of these pertain to -
the Red River operation at Westwood, This intormatien
might be useful in enhancing your files of photographic
material available to etudents or the trade._

My -bestr egerds, as ever.. Goé

."""*,\s

!'w»q"'f

mn.hutohinsen. e




Susanville California
Sepltember 24 1957

Dear Sutch:

Here are the two 8x10 prints you liked Jam at Camden
Tlace and Load on Four Horse Sled’/, T h=d copies made which were
delivered today.

ilse , sinece you left I found a bunch of reprinté of a

. series of draswings " 014 Timers Will Remember " I nadefor the
" Pimberman in 1940 . There were twelve in the schedule and here are

eleven of them . “he missing one showed the river drive . II it shows
up I will send it to wou. These may glve you the idea of sone

- phases of pine 1ogginp in the Tore States at the tura of the ceniury

better than 1 could descrive it Ffor you.

One subject High wheels is typical of California when I

- came to Westwood in 1922 . The other ten are Lakxe States logeing.

They did have a few high wheels sinilsr te this in linnesots

when I was there but not many. Summer logging was rarely done and

then it would be a lake-shore or river-shore chance. Logs woula be
dragged to the water ore st a Yime on travois . 7This was a small
sled like rig under the front end of the log.
I saw these high wheels in Finnesots only once. ©On a

Summer Job the contracior was going broke trying to haul logs over
soft ground on narrow tired horse trucks. ¥e dug uvur a few sets of
wheels somewhere but they were rotted in the hubs. By the time his
wood butchers had them rebuilt the job was over.

I thought that maybe these drawings will be useful to
you s0 here  they are. I you think of anylthing else I might have
that you ean use let me know.

Best Regards

¥ eBeLaughead



OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER The Winter Lunch Ground

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD

HOT FOOD PACKED IN
QUILTED BLANKETS OR

BPLANKETS AND HAY.
—

[ ———— — “THE LUNCH SLED HORSE WAS USUALLY
A DISABLED VETERAN.

7 "
}*;,\/

”\lv — THE IMPUDENT COMEDIANS
I CANADA JAY oR wHISKE UACK.
///@7 \ut”” "M0OSE-BIRD” oF LUMBERJACK "
= ;‘.§ =

SPOILED PETS WHEREVER FOOD

J COULD BE BEGGED OR STOLEN- IN SUB~ZERO WEATHER, 0
= M= HOT FOOD FREEZES ON YOUR PLATE. L\()3 /

OLD TIMERS CLAIMED THE MOOSEBIRD WAS THE EMPODIED SOUL BUT~ON BOY~— DOES IT TASTE G0OOD - ?)\}/
OF A UEPARTED LOGGER AND MUST ALWVAYS BE FED. E i
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The sawmill setting of the 1002nd Engineer Forestry Battalion is located on the very
road over which the infamous “death march” of Bataan took place in 1942. Logs came
in by truck and tractor. Note the extensive use of gravity rolls for handling lumber.
An everlasting struggle with mud was fought in the woods and around the mill yard.

theater. This one is equipped with a 60-inch circular headrig and cut about 10,000 feet
of hardwood lumber a day. Saws were changed every two hours.

40

BATTLE FOR
LUMBER IN
THE PACIFIC

*

N EXCELLENT photographic rec-
ord has been made of the ex-
ploits of the 1002nd Engineer

Forestry Battalion, which performed
prodigious feats of lumber production
in New Guinea and later in the Philip-
pines, first at Leyte and next on Bataan
Peninsula. On these pages are a few pic-
tures of the outfit in action.

Recruited for the most part from
green lads, who never handled a saw or
an axe in their lives, the battalion was
whipped into a first-class lumber outfit
by Lt. Col. Joseph E. McCaffrey of Mo-
bile, Alabama, commanding officer, as-
sisted by Major A. G. Jacobson of Gill-
ham, Arkansas, and a nucleus of non-
commissioned officers with lumber and
logging experience.

The scenes presented are on Bataan
Peninsula, at a site on the very road over
which the infamous “"death march” took
place in 1942, when thousands of Amer-
ican and Filipino troops perished en-
route from Bataan to Camp O’Donnell.

Our forestry troops, such as the 1002-
nd Forestry Battalion, became extremely

THE TIMBERMAN



®Mid-Columbia River lumber
concern finds flume trans-
portation satisfactory after
many years of actual expe-
rience. Description of one of
the few remaining enter-
prises of its kind in the West.

*

make a flat surface. Otherwise a large
cant may strike a slight obstruction and
rip a hole in the flume. At a number of
points there are gates, where the water
tlow can be quickly diverted, or where
lumber for maintenance can be stopped.

Inspection and repair of the flume is
a year ‘round job for one man. Annual
maintenance, which includes re-building
of certain sections each year, takes a
small crew. The owners estimate that
during the 23 years of operation, they
have practically rebuilt the entire nine
miles.

Cai-walk Along Flume

This job of inspection and mainten-
ance is no small chore. A catwalk made
of 2x12’s runs the entire length of the
flume, following the hill side. The flume
takes off from the mill, drons down
into the valley and pokes along on a
fairly even grade for several miles, with
an occasional spurt. As it approaches the
break down into the Columbia River
Gorge, the pitches get steeper and the
water starts ‘‘talking.” Over the can-
yons it crosses on stilts and at one place
it is 75 feet above the ground. When
the flume finally gets down into the
big gorge it hangs to the sides of cliffs
and drops in long dips and sweeps,
winding up in a level stretch near the

D. M. Stevenson, who looks after the up-
per plant and supervises the logging op-
erations of the Broughton firm.

APRIL 1946

New trimmer and roll case are being installed at the sawmill, together with other im-
provements which will increase the efficiency of the operation. The flume takes off at

a point on th right side of the picture.

planing mill and emptying into a wide
flat bottomed section where the cants
can be sorted and diverted.

Up to this year, the terminal arrange-
ment was a simple pair of idler rolls
over which the timbers and water both
rolled, the water dropping through to a
wasteway. But the wet material carried a
lot of water over onto the chain deck,
so a new terminal is being built con-
sisting of several rolls in an open case
which will let the water drain off.

Lumber from the flume goes onto the

green chain, a few feet over to the re-

saw deck for one or more passes as re-
quired, and it goes out over the cable
green chain for stacking for the Hyster
carrier. The green chain consists of four
cables running in grooved pulleys set
slightly above the deck. Pull-off rolls
along the sides of the chain save a lot
of heavy work.

Increasing Yard Facilities

The storage yard, occupying the level
parts of a considerable tract with the
basalt outcroppings characteristic of this
part of the Columbia Gorge, is being
leveled. The old docks have been torn
out, and by dint of blasting powder,
shovel, and a couple of tractors, several
acres will be leveled and paved, with
further extensions as required.

Pride of Harold Broughton is the
planing mill. Here everything runs on
roller bearings. There are so many mo-
tors the switch panel covers a whole
wall, and while the plant is compact,
the offbearers are out of sight of the
feeder and have electric signals by which
to communicate.

Cants entering the mill on rolls can
be put direct through a 16x20 Stetson-

(Continued on page 58)

Flume terminal at planing mill, where V-
section gives way to flat channel. (Shown
dry during repair operations.

View of the green sorted, at Underwood.
Four cables run in rollers. Note pull-off
rolls at side.
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . . The Lake Landing

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD
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LANDING BOSS KEPT UNLOADING POINTS SCATTERED,
AND ROTATED “— BUT LANDING MUST NOT SPREAD
TOO FAR FOR ECONOMICAL BOOMING~—
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . . T4e Logging Camp

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD
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1. BUNK HOUSE filled with two-tier muzzle load-
ing bunks. 2. OFFICE. The Big Shot is going to
town, driving team with sleigh bells, charcoal
footwarmer and all. 3. COOK HOUSE. Tarpaper
addition in front is the warehouse. At the rear
a choreboy is delivering water. 4. ROOT CELLAR

MAY 1946

where potatoes, carrots and other root vege-
tables were stored for winter use. 5. FILER'S
SHACK where the saws were kept in shape for
crew. 6. BLACKSMITH AND WOOD BUTCHER'S
SHOP. The wood butcher is hewing a bunk for
a log sled. 7. BARNS OR HOVELS.

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES: At the right rear is
the water hole. Filtered water, it was. The big-
gest wigglers were strained out with a gunny
sack. It was good water and did not taste
(much) of the barns until spring. Back by the
trees is the washing grounds where the boys
boiled up on Sundays.
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AMONG TRUCKS AND TRAILERS ON DISPLAY AT SPOKANE

o i, |

White super special logger, with American Machine Works trailer, shown by Jones
White Truck Co. of Spokane. Seli-loading trailer.

Kenworth model 548 with Cummins HHB6 diesel motor, 4-speed main transmission,
Timken rear axle, Paul Bunyan trailer. Shown by Spokane Kenworth agency.

# L ‘ SR e Reases ‘ R A
Peterbilt heavy duty logger, model 335 DT, with Fruehauf trailer, equipped with Hydro-
tarder, displayed by P. ]. Oldershaw, Spokane dealer.

» i e

a4

from Oregon, Washington, Idaho and
Montana. Emmit Aston of Biles-Cole-
man Lumber Co., Omak, Washington,
served as chairman of the panel.

It was reported in general, that the
western states have been lenient during
the war years in the matter of load limi-
tations but that the peacetime statutes
must again prevail. The extra service
performed by the highway systems of
the West has left its mark in costly pro-
gram of repairs and rebuilding soon to
get under way. The states represented
are in favor of uniform load and length
regulations, it was apparent from the’
opinions voiced.

Larger Loads Wanted

Emmit Aston expressed the belief
that some roads can stand heavier loads
than others, and that this fact ought to
be taken into consideration. He insists
that properly designed large trucks are
easier on roads than lighter equipment,

Phillip Neff of the U. S. Forest Serv-
ice, Missoula, Montana, declared that
new access roads to be built in the na-
tional forests in his region, will be en-
gineered to handle gross loads up to
150,000 pounds. Such roads will be 26
feet wide and be capable of accommo-
dating trucks with 12-foot bunks.

E. C. Rettig of Potlatch Forests, Inc.,
Lewiston, Idaho, spoke on fire protec-
tion and related matters. His company
has succeeded in cutting down smoking
in the woods during the fire season
through a campaign of education.

Among the latest developments in
equipment to be tried out this season
will be the fog fire-fighter developed by
the Food Machinery Corporation of San
Jose, California. These units will be
placed on winch lines so they can be
hauled into the woods by tractors. It is
expected that they will give quick serv-
ice on small fires and can be delivered
to areas where it would be extremely
difficult to drive a fire truck.

Radio Deemed Useful

R. W. Olin of the Potlatch organi-
zation is hopeful that greater progress
in fire detection and communications
will be made when radio equipment is
readily available and when the Federal
Communications Commission recognizes
that forest fires are entitled to an emer-
gency rating in the matter of wave length
assignments.

T. S. Goodyear, state forester of
Washington, complimented the pine re-
gion for the excellent fire record during
1945. Of the total acreage burned over
in the state during that year, only 12 per
cent was in the pine area east of the
Cascades. The manpower outlook for
fire detection and suppression is better
this year than last, reported Mr. Good-

THE TIMBERMAN



OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . . . ke Lake Drive

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . .. The “Jce Roads”

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD

Plowed out ruts before

voads were watered for
icind

ROAD MONKEY
Used Sand anddr Hay in ruts to slow up
Sleds on down grades .

WATER TANKC
Ran over the Roads at Ni&ht—
O G&HEAD- to build vp lce in Ruts

[NUMBER 6 OF A SERIES OF 12]
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . . . . The Bunkhoude

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD

IF YOU CAN STAND T
TODAY -KID-YOU ARE
GOOD FOR ALL WINTER.

N

N
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SKINNERS GIVE THE WEATHER REPORT

THEY'VE BEEN UP AN HOUR TAKING-
CARE OF THEIR HORSES BEFORE THE
REST OF THE CREW ROLLS OUT.
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . . . . Loading Sleds

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD
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MBER . . . . . The Log Hoisl

W. B. LAUGHEAD

THE LO& HOIST
("BirsTE")

THAT SUPPLANTED THE DRIVE_
WITH RAIL HAULS UP TO 300 MILES

THE ROOKE.R.

MASTER. OF SPLIT-SECOND TIMING
<“4or5 LOGS A MINUTE FOR A

14-HOUR. WORKING D ,
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . . . . The Tole Sled

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER . . £arly Type Jammen

BY W. B. LAUGHEAD
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Susanville California
ecember 6 1957

¥r. James Stevens
West Coast Immbermens Associstion
Seattle Yashington

Dear Jim:

Tell me scmething. Nowcome that Bill Murphy, feature
writer for the Toe Angeles Times had a copy of the Scuthern
Lumbar Journal Dec. "64 that he recieved from ycv 7 This carried
a piece about the Red Fiver Tsul “unyan and some of my timber
paintings. 1 have been wondering why you sent it to him . Does
it also carry somsthing pertinent to you that I missed reading 7

The way I learned of it Bill wrote tc me asking for a photo
of the Faul Bunyan painting. Ee thought at the time that he had
recieved the magazine from me alung ‘with some other Paul Bunyan
material. Then he checked a2nd said that your return was on it.

I am thinking that maybe he is doing a story with you and this was
ineluded in other material he has from yOou.

This all started from a piece in the Susanville paper that
the PYorest History Foundation had sent Hdutch Hutchinson here to
run a tape with me on Red River's Paul Bunyan . Murphy caught it and
cameé in here with the idea e migat find s story for the Times. I
gave him some source material.

1t appears thest the Foundation is interested in the old
cantroversy { you know all sbout it ) over the authenticity of
Taul Bunyan 25 a felklove fighre. By the way did you catch the
statement im TRUB last Iebruasry thet Paul Bunyan is fakelore,
not ¥#olklore %

¥re. Maunder wtites that he has Just run s tape with you
on it. low that is cne that I would sure like to hear. There
is no one so well informed and with your powerof expression to
give the scholastie hair splitters a bad time.
Maybe 1 couid borrow your copy of the transcript ¢

If ¥Murphy is doing a story with you will you let me know
the publication date so 1 can send for a copv ¢

I have had a big bang out of every line I have had from you
sine you wrote me from Bend that you had so0ld the TILLCK DUCK DINNER
to kenken . A lot of logs have gone down 7 ¥er since that day.

Take her steady and hang her tough.

Yours

328 Yardee Ave
Susanville Californisa ¥eB.Leughead




719 Randolph Place
Seattle 22, Wash,

January 21, 195% ‘J‘i ,{
Dear Bill:

Sorry, sorry, sorry---and forgive all the delay in
answering your cuery of December 6, My retirement wase
more confusing than my discharge from the Army in 1919,
and that is a story I've never been able cuite to
stralghten, The climax was an infection in my only
operating eye, so all letters were jJust set aside,

By now of course you have seen Bill Murphy's fine story---
or so it seems to me, We had several exchanges, and I was
glad indeed to have had a copy of SL for Dec. 54 to send
to Bill, and will be gladder to git 1t back. I'm writing
him for it today too. The eye is in tolerable shape
again. I should add that as soon as the thing was usable
I touched nothing for a couple of weeks but the third draft
for a 1ittle Jjuvenile on which Random House gave me a
contract in September, I had to have the manuscript in
pronto or mixXx miss the fall publication, I'll let you
know more about it when the deal 1is finally cinched up.

Elwood Maunder was here and taped me up last fall. He

was happy about your production. The best thing in mine

is the part in which I placed you in the history of American
folklore alongside Davy Crockett., That is, he published
hid Frontier folk tales to promote hls political career,
You first published yours to promote Paul Bunyan Pine,

This was the Lincoln method. 1Its basis is that of the
parables of Jesus, who has never been given the credit that
is His due as a master storyteller, Thomas Jefferson
rigged up a verslon of the Cospels for himself in which

he kept all the parables, while deleting the miracles, I
don't go so far, but if I were compelled to take my choice
I'd go along with Jeff,

I missed that TRUE phoney, mainly on purpose, for I heard
about ite. Providence disposes of all such issues, and there's
not much that you and I can do about this matter, Bill,
the story is the thing. I predict that people will go on
reading your stories, in their form, for the appeal that
has abided in them always. And so they will, in regard
to my stuff, if its story values survive changes in story
appreciationx by readers, Be of good cheer, Keep wonderful.
wWith best wishes, (My transcript copy is being drastically
edited. So much I did not cuite mean to say. I'll be
glad to send you final copy.

Sincerely,,
Mr, W.B, Laughead

228 Pardee Ave,
Susanville, Calif. W}/
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Susanville California
February 3 1958

Mr. James Stevens
719 Randolph Place
Seattle 228 Yash,

Dear Jim:
Any word from you is an gvent particularly your
letter of Jan 21.

I will be looking for your Random House book as I have for
everything you have written 2and I hope you will let me see your
tape transcript when you get it in shape. I know it will be good
reading for you are the boy to do the Jjob. Background, positive
opinions and the ability and temper to tell 'em.

As for your plug for me of course I want to see that. You
know Jim you have always been over-generous to me and .1 have
been deeply grateful. Red River's publications and trade journal
advertising may have broken the ice and reached a number of
cross-section people bDut it was your hard cover books that reached
the literary field and carried the gospel to the world at large.
To make it good you are the word craftsman and creative mind of
the Paul Bunyan field - d fortunately your blisters are on your
hands and not your butt.

I have to overhaul the transcript of my tape. They were to
send me an advance draft but did not do so. I was taped by"Hutch"
Hdutchinson a professional historian but a Real Guy who got his

stuff the hard way. The visit with him was a rare privelege -«
I have always done my thinking with pencil papar and sweat. The
tricky art of dictation , particularly documents for posterity -is
not my line . Trying to do it in time out between rounds of off the
resord chewing with a character like Huteh I said too many things
the wrong way.

Reference to miracles slways reminds me of two friends of
0ld days, Feterson and Ffrenk . TYeterson was unlettered,a non-
churchman with a good I § and sn open mind, Prenk an atheist with
the self satisfied intolerance of the totally i..1orsnt . This
time Prenk's argument was sgeinst miracles . " How could = msn
walk on water?” "Prenk," said Feterson , " If you really KNEW
vou could walk on water you could " "Haw " sneered Prenk " If I
threw this hatchet out of the baot would it float §" Peterson tried
to explain the difference between belief and faith , a job where
bettermen  have failed . " Now listen carefully Prenk. If you Knew
the axe would float it would " . Overboard went the axe and Prenk
yelled " Yust wvat I tot". Telling me about it Feterson said
" Do you know that swivel head still thinks ks won the argument.”

Murphy wwrites that you are plamning a2 trip to Los Angeles.
If you drive could you possibly make a detour to Susanville % At
Red Bluff on Hy 99 turn Bast . Its 115 miles on Hy 36 . I am
here most of the time but you could phne care l't, Lassen Hotel
number 8201 to prevent a wild goose chase

A,“'/

Take good care of that eye . Don't let any pressure drive

you into abusing it. Taint worth it.

Yours
%28 Pardee Ave
Susanville e BoLaughead
~ =
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(ase Backlog in L.A. Courts Higher
Than Ever Despite ‘Pretrial’ System

Mos“t»';].utisl's,v_
However, Laud
‘Short-Cut Plan

BY RUDY VILLASENOR
‘Despite inauguration. 'of
the ~much-heralded “pre-
trial” system and the ‘in-
crease in judicial manpow-"
er, the Los Angeles County ' .
Superior .Court ended 1957,
more than ever bogged
down in the welter of un-
tried cases. )
Quick access to civil . jus-
tice seemed more unattaine -
able than ever. But few of
the judges and the lawyers
in a position to study the
workings . of the. court had
more- than minor - criticism
for the pretrial shortcut;to
justice. . . Yo
At worst, ‘the’ consens‘us
seemed to be that pretrial
did -no harm .and.may have
prevented the: court from
falling" ever .farther behind
in getting” lawsuits~to, trial.
|At -best; theé most ;enthusi-
astic backers-of the new pro-

cedure thought. it cut, the
average trial time of cases
by 25%. t + > R g
. Big Increase’ Cited o
But the fact' remained.
that as of ‘Jan. 1, 1957, ‘the
court ~had :on - its :'docket
10,271 cases-ready for trial
and that 11 months.later, on
Dec. 1, the number had in-
creased - to' 12,730" ‘'and
reached-approximately
13,000 the first .of this year.
~In térms of time it means
that jury. cases. now .are.be-
|ing. - given:  trial...dates. . 13
onths . he't

¥

)|  LEGENDARY LOGGER—Paul Bunyan, as depicted in a painting by Williath'B
-| Laughead, of Susanville, It-was Laughead who made the first drawings af £ig-1""1awye si.re'pg :
| “ure’and compiled .some of first tales he heard in lumber camps'as youngjman i
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the legendary lumberjack of
superhuman strength, Paul
Bunyan, is once more sw- mg-
ing a might ax,
Giant stands of ponderosa
pine topple‘like matchsticks
and a huge blue ox named
Babe snakes the trees down
the mountains to a mill
Whlch hums with ,activity, ©
*Of course this is all imag-
inary, for Paul Bunyan is a
myth of American folklore,
just as was Babe, the ox who
measured 42 exhandles and
a_tobacco plug between the
eyes,

e

.
Very Much Aliv'e 4

head, 75,
town which lies in the heart
of California timber country
600 miles northeast of I.os
Angeles, Paul Bunyan is still
very much alive.

For it was from Bill Laug—
head’s inkwell and his recol-
lections of lumbering in the
Minnesota north woods that
the Paul Bunyan legend
spread acrossthe continent

S J

“jand into. the far corners of

the world. :

Laughead stirred a log in
the fire. Outside, rain drum-
med a soft tattoo against the
windows,

Paul Finds Babe

“Be snowing up here in
this country 'soon,” he ob-
served, reaching for his pipe.
“Sort of like the winter of

calf then.”
He paused to strike a
match and grinned over his|

pipe. ’

Paul Bunyan really originat-
ed? It's said, that storles’
about him date back to the[
early 1800s in Canada. .

those days logging was real{/

Slerra Nevada which forms !
California‘s ‘northern barrier, | &

But to William B, Laug-|{
of Susanville, .a|

the blue snow when Paul|
found Babe, She was just a|

“But let’s start at the be-|
ginning. Who knows where||

POPULARIZED “Wil-
ligm .B. Laughead, 75,
first to popularize Iegends
of Logger Paul Bunyan,

. Times photo

labor.” Loggers lived on
beans, salt pork and sour-
dough

“At night they would sit
around the shanty stove and
spin their stories, Bunyan
and 'his fantastic feats be-
gan ‘to develop . then. From
Canada -Paul soon « was
branching out, operating log-|
ging camps ‘in New Brurns-|
wick, Me., '‘and the Great
Lakes. :
#As a young man Ifworked
in the lumber camps of Min-
nesota. That was around| -

‘|as advertising :manageérfor

'berlands in that’ State ‘and

gened when they’ decéiei

Laughead ewas ~work1ng

the Red River Lumbgr ‘Co.
in :Minnesota in-1914. The,
firm had exhausted _its tim-

was, -about to" begin opera
tions in California, . .- - -

Archie” Walker, secretary
of the concern, called him in
to his office. -,

Becomes a Slogan '
“We're movxhg to Cahfot
nia,” he announced...“We
need a new advertlslng gim:
mick to let our tomers:
know about it \We've. .both
worked in‘the loggmg camps’|
What about 'this mythical
Paul Bunyan” Letsvmake
him a slogan.”

Bill Laughead" ‘went hack
to ' his desk. :He began to
sketch, and a Jov1al-lookmg
lumberJack sportmg a wide
mustache and possessing the|
confident air of a maniwhol|;
accepts no challenge as’im-
possible suddenly appeared. :

Paul Bunyan, as he would
be known to thousands, ‘was
born. - -

Laughead began ]Qttmg
down some of the-tallstales:
he had heard in, the -‘woods

Turn to Page 7, Column 3i

aul was moving to‘Ca 1fo&'- y

where “from- ‘tw0 or: three
Qays to.two or three. months.
It is a fate that ‘befalls about

*of the_ cases day in. and

a*For,the beneﬁt of the lay-
._m,\an +acase-is‘notiat”
i *luntil fall'the pleadmg ‘a
‘|order and there are no mdre
|preliminary, ‘motions; -to /be
€lheard. The average case “does
not’ ‘reach ‘that . position for
two or-three months “from
the time:of. filing. - RIAL. W

issue
e:in

" 18 Months Is Average', !
:-All of this-meansthat ur

der the _present. state of : a

fairs, ‘the ordinary- civil ‘case
will ,not reach tria umll
some * '18¢ mon‘ths hfter 1t is
filed: =

bk

‘Uncontested caseﬁ, s like

'most dlvorce sults, however,
are heard “soonér. The law
also gives ‘early. trial prefer-
ence .to some types’ of cases
in: whlch the element of
time. must be considered.

*The . pretr1al system - wad

put into operation -Jan. ‘2,
1957, .in‘a ‘couft’ staﬁed w1th

Tu:n to Page 8 Column 1
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-tbut an organizer who kept

[the cook shanty. They ap-

Coritinued from First Page -

about ‘this’ famous’ logger.
The Red' River Lumber Co.
printed a booklet which was
distributed to 'its customers;
It was greeted- with apathy.
Few of the people in the
industry .knew ..who. Paul
Bunyan was .and cared less.

Paul belonged to the men
who -worked - in. the woods.
He:was the hero of every
logging .camp.- No . one -else
was interested. Then some
of the booklets began to fall
into the hands of the public;

Here- was - Paul .Bunyan,
not only a master logger,

his lumberjacks happy by
catering to their mammoth
appetites. At the camp on
the Big Onion, for instance,
cooks skated around the
skillet with hams on their
feet to grease it for the
pancakes, Boys rode bicycles
up and down the tables,
dropping the cakes off when
called for. Paul fed his men
pea soup that came out of
a giant pipeline,
Four-Horse Sleds

A visitor at one of Paul's

camps was astonished to see

a crew of men unloading
four-horse logging sleds at

peared to be rolling logs
into a trap door from which
poured clouds of steam,
“That’s a heck of a place
to land logs,” he remarked.
“Them ain’t logs,” grinned
a cook, “Them’s sausages for
the teamsters’ breakfast.”
Bunyan was alsg a think-

|i's and crossing the t’s and

er. Once his timekeeper,
Johnny Inkslinger, was run-
ning out of ink.

Two Barrels Left

“I only have two barrels
left, Mr. Bunyan,” he la-
mented. “How am I to get
through the winter?”

“Just leave off dotting the

you’ll save ink for the nec-
essary ‘writing and figuring.
When the spring ink supply
comes in, you can go.over
your. books again,”

It worked.

*It -was - then ' that - the
storme broke,” Laughead ex-
plained. *Requests for -the
booklets poured in from"all
over the United States. And
not just from - children.

PAUL BUNYAN -. &

about Paul. Said they wer
interested in the ‘tales’fro
a propaganda standpeint,:
sént him“a book.” - -

In 1951, a  Vladivosto
newspaper claimed that Ru:
sian loggers ‘first made u
the stories of a giant wood:
man. His name was Paulsk
Bunyanovitch.

Collector of Legends

James Stevens of ‘Seattl
a veteran of.many years i
the logging business, -an
the author of a collection ¢
Bunyan legends himsel
sums up.the story like this

“It is a true American leg
end now, for Paul Bunyal
as he stands today is absc
lutely American from hea
to foot. He visualizes th
American love of tall tale
and-tall doings. He has be
come the creation of whol
generations of men. Thou
sands of narrators by far
flung campfires have con
tributed their mites to the
classical picture of him, anc
he at least will live as long
as there is a forest for his
refuge, as long as there are
shadows and ' whispers of
trees.

Laughead gazed into- the
fire.
01’ Paul’'s probably up in
the high timber nearby
right now, chopping away,”
he refle¢ted, rapping his
pipe against the hearth.
Then he winked.

Crossing Guard
Jobs Available

The City Civil Service De-
partment yesterday urged
persons interested in part-
time work to file applications
for jobs of school crossing
guards.

Applications will be’ ac-
cepted until 5 p.m. tomor-
row, There is no maximum
age limit for the jobs which
pay $1.58 an hour.

SHOP
‘MONDAY
MGHT 4
(MAIN STORE)

There were. . plenty from
adults. :

Open 9:30 am.



PRENTICE BLOEDXE],

ROUTE 1, BOX 712

WINSLOW, WASHINGTON

January 6, 1958,

Mr. William Laughead,
Susanville, California.

Dear Sir:

In the Fall Newsletter of the Forest
Histery Foundation I read that you were
the author of the Paul Bunyan stories pub—
lished by the Ked River Lumber Company. As
I remember these to he the best of the
various versions that have come to my
attention, I would like to secure a copy
and wonder if you could let me know if and
where any of these are available,

Yours very truly,

Vit it



PRENTICE BLOEDEL
ROUTE 1, BOX 712

WINSLOW, WASHINGTON

March 10, 1958.

Mr. W.B. Laughead,
328 Pardee Avenue,
Susanville, California.

Dear Mr. Laughead:

The little Paul Bunyan book-
let arrived quite some time back now and
I have read it over again. My memory
did not mislead me. It had the same
ring of authenticity that I had expected.
It is safely put away with other memorabilia
of that golden age of logging.

Many thanks for your trouble.

Yours very truly,
Cé£¢1>bcz¢£k_¢ C><;:af;r1q454/(

pb/g
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) 53/t 1/‘ s S North Hollywood, Cslif
: % : Jan. 8th, 1958
b

Mr. Laughead,
Susanwille, Calif.

Dear Sir:-

I read your article in the Los Angeles Times and am
very interested in it as my father had several Lumber Camps in
northern Minnesota when you worked in them. I believe was about
that time., What I'm interested in knowing is this--Did you ever
hear of Charley Colbroth end John Colbroth. Charley was my father.
I lived in the lumber camps as a child. My father also had lumber
camps in Wisconsin, near Superior also near a town cealled Maple.

I remember the Cook Shanty, the Root house the Toat Team and the
Wanigan. I'm not cuiet sure what the Wanigan was. What I didn't
remember about the camps, my mother told me.

The Lumber Camps I refer to were the ones that hauled
the logs on sled to the river and floated them down the river to
the Mills. I remember the Road lMonkey and the iced ruts for the
sleds and the long hours the drivers of the sleds had to do. Had
to haul a certain amount of loads to the Landing, I believe they
called it. I believe the drivers were called teamsters. Am I right
on that., There was a town in Northern Minnesota named Colbroth
after my father and uncle. I don't know just were it is and don't

know if the name stills stands.

In the summer my father was engased with Jin RZZZ.Z”

b
uilding the Great Northern through the West 7
b9 8L 17
55/7
ar
fe



the Dokatos when he was taken sick and dies before it was completed.

Would like to hear from you,

Mrs. M. Vollhaber,
4507 Van Noord,
North Hollywood, Celifornia




Y (/12—7_%77»440 jﬁ,% a4 .

THENSWE RED

%/ﬂw Ao

—

Ve o Se o) IO RS S
Festrrii B /7 é%mt Arerr i Syl



NZA“}“/L&/MO/W% A f
&hf
/é&m«z V'/aé/w, Nens -—WM%W

ﬁMyame/ﬁw
all @i (/ K oow 4 Virae 7)
M%M%&%M
A{Oﬁém/‘fﬁw—a;l*

M«(,W/VMWM%A —




S aw awAf/Z‘ I (rome 0B doiis k)
% WEZ/WMK/%«, D Hini Yo
i B ot gp Trnce Mol T o

~




SEVEN MEN WENT SINGING INTO HEAVEN

"One of the strangest experiences in my life is connected with war," says
Nordénberg, an eminent engineer in Finland. ‘

"I offered my services to the Government and was appointed an officer in General
Mannerheim's army. It was a terrible time. We beseiged the town. It had been taken by
the Red army and we re-took it. A number of Red prisoners were under my guard, Seven
of them werc to be shot at cdawn on Monday. I shall never forget the preceding Sunday.
The seven doomed men were kept in the basement, of the town hall. In the passage my men
stood at attention with their rifles.

"The atmosphere was filled with hatred. My soldiers were drunk with victory andl
taunted their prisoners, who swore as much as they could and beat the walls with their
bleeding fists. Others called for their wives and children who were far away. At dawn
they were all to die.

"We had the victory, that was true enough; but the value of this seemed to
diminish as the night advanced. I began to wonder whether there did not rest a curse
on -arms whichever side used them,

"Then something happened; one of the men doomed to death began to sing! 'He is
mad!' was everybody's first thought. But I had noticed this man, Koskinen, had not
raved and cursed like the others. Quietly he had sat on his bench, a picture of utter
despair. Nobody said anything to him - cach was carrying his burden in his own way and
Koskinen sang, rather waveringly at first, then his voice grow stronger and filled out,
and became natural and free. All the prisoners turned and looked at the singer who now
seemed to be in his elcment:

'Safe in the arms of Jesus, Safe on His gentle brest,
There by His love o'ershaded, Sweetly my soul shall rest.
Hark, 'tis the voice of angels, Borne in a song to me
Over the fields of glory, Over the jasper seca.'

"Over and over again Koskinen sang that verse and when he finished everyone was
quiet for a few minutes until a wild-looking individual broke out with 'Where did you
zet that, you fool? Are you trying to make us religious?"

"Koskinen looked at his comrades and his eyes filled with tears. Then he asked
quietly: 'Comrades, will vou listen to me for a minute? You asked me where I got this
song: it was one I used to hear ny mother sing. At first I also laughed at this song but
it got me. It is cowardly to hide your beliefs: the God my mother believed in has now
become ny God also. I cannot tell you how it happened, but I know that it has happened.
I lay aweke last night and suddenly I felt that I had to find the Saviour and to hidein
Him, Then I praycd--like the thief on the Cross--that Christ would forgive me and cleansc
my sinful soul, and make me ready to stand before Him whom I should meet soon. It was
a strange night,' continued Koskinen.'There were times when everything seemed to shine
around me, Verses from the Bible and from the Song Book came to my mind. They brought a
nessage of the crucified Saviour and the Elood that cleanses from all sin 1lst John 1,
Ver.7, and of the Home He has prepared for us. I thanked Him, accepted it, and since
then this verse has been sounding inside me., It was God's answer to my prayer, I could
no longer keep it tc myself! Within a few hours I shall be with the Lord, saved by His
grace.!

"Koslkdnen's face shone as by an inward light. His comrades sat there quietly. He
himself stood there transfixed. My soldiers were listening to what this Red revelution-
ary had to say. _

"'You are right, Koskinen,' said one of his comrades at last.'If only I knew that
there is mercy for me, too! But these hands of mine have shed blood and I have reviled
God and trampled on all that is holy. Now I realize that there is a Hell and that it is
the proper place for me.' He sank to the ground with dispair depicted on his face.
'"Pray for me Koskinen,' he groaned, 'tomorrow I shall die and my soul will be in the
hands of the devil!' And there these two Red soldiers went down on their knees and
prayed for each other., It was no long prayer, but it opened Heaven for both, and we who
listened to it forgot our hatred. It melted in the light from Heaven for here two men
who were soon to die sought reconciliation with God. A door lecading into the invisible
stood ajar and we were entranced by the sight.

"Let me tell you shortly that by the time it was four ofclock all Koskinen's com-
rades had followed his example and began to pray. The change in the atmosphere was in-
describable. Some of them sat on the floor, others talked of spiritual things.

"The night had almost gone and day was dawning. No one had had a moment's slccpe.

'Sing the song once more for us, Koskinen,' said one of them., And you should have heard
“ham eine! Nat Anlr £hat anne hnt veraesa and aharnaees Tane forsotten came forth from
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"Koskinen looked at his comrades and his eyes filled with tears. Then he asked
quietly: 'Comrades, will vou listen to me for a minute? You asked me where I got this
song: it was one I used to hear my mother sing. At first I also laughed at this song but
it got me. It is cowardly to hide your beliefs: the God my mother believed in has now
become my God also. I cannot tell you how it happened, but I know that it has happened.
I lay awcke last night and suddenly I felt that I had to find the Saviour and to hidein
Him., Then I prayecd--like the thief on the Cross--that Christ would forgive me and cleansc
my sinful soul, and make me ready to stand before Him whom I should meet soon. It was

a strange nlzht ' continued Koskinen.'There were times when everything seemed to shine
around me, Verseo from the Bible and from the Song Book came to my mind. They brought a
message of the crucified Saviour and the Plood that cleanses from all sin lst John 1,
Ver.7, and of the Home He has prepared for us. I thanked Him, accepted it, and since
then this verse has been sounding inside me. It was God's answer to my prayer, I could
no longer keep it tc myself) Within a few hours I shall be with the Lord, saved by His
grace. !

"Koskinen's face shone as by an inward light. His comrades sat there quietly. He
himself stood there transfixed. My soldiers were listening to what this Red revolution-
ary had to say.

"!'You are rlght, Koskinen,' said one of his comrades at last.'If only I knew that
there is mercy for me, too! But these hands of mine have shed blood and I have reviled
God and trampled on all that is holy. Now I realize that there is a Hell and that it is
the proper place for me:' He sank to the ground with dispair depicted on his face.

'"Pray for me Koskinen, ' he groaned, 'tomorrow I shall die and ny soul will be in the
hands of the devill!' And there these two Red soldiers went down on their knees and
prayed for each other, It was no long prayer, but it opened Heaven for both, and we who
listened to it forgot our hatred. It melted in the light from Heaven for here two men
who were soon to die sought reconciliation with God. A door leading into the invisible
stood ajar and we were entranced by the sights

"Let me tell you shortly that by the time it was four o'clock all Koskinen's com-
rades had followed his example and began to pray. The change in the atmosphere was in-
describable. Some of them sat on the floor, others talked of spiritual things.

"The night had almost gone and day was dawning. No onc had had a moment's slccpe.

=___;E;ng the song once more for us, Koskinen,' said one of them. And you should have heard

chem sing! Not only that song but verses and choruses long forgotten came forth from S
their memories as buds in the sunshine. The soldiers on guard united their voices with
“ham. The town clock struck six, How I wished I could have begged for grace for these

men, but I knew that this was impossible., Between two rows of soldiers they marched out

to execution. One of them asked to be allowed once more to sing Koskinen's song. Per-
mission was granted. Then they asked tc die with uncovered faces and with hands raised

to Heaven they sang with might and mein: 'Safe in the arms of Jesus, Safe on His Gentle
brest.! When the last lines had dicd out the lieutenant gave the word 'Firel' and the

seven Red soldiers had fought their last fight. Wc inclined our hecads in silent prayer.

"What had happened in the hearts of thc others I do not know; but so far as I was
concerned I was a new man from that hour. I had mct Christ in one of His lowliest and
youngest disciples and I had scen encugh to realize that I too, could bec His. 'The Lord
looked from Heaven; He beholdeth all the sons of men.' (Psalm 33:12.)"

Jesus said: "I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in Me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live" (John 11:25)

These are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God and
that believing ye might have life through His name. John 20«31




Susanville
1-10=-58

Dear Bill:

Received the tear sheets yesterday for which manu thanks.
I have ordéred some more from the Times. It made quite a layout
with Paul striding across the top of the page and me stretching
my turkey mneckias though I was gaping at both spotnecks at once.

I liked your story particularly the fire place . All we
lacked was the buttered rum and St.Nicholas and his tiny reindeer
pattering on the roof. We will have them the first time you come
to Lassen County. If St. Nicholas don't show up we can have another
rum and hear the reindeer anyway.

I hope your physiological maladjustments hase responded
to treatment and that it will not be Y00 long beforda you are up
this way again.

Say tell me something. Howcome Jim Stemehs sent you
that Southern Lumber Journal with the story of my paintings ?
Were you getting background material from him before you contacted
me 7 And why would he send you a story about me? Was there something
in the magazine about Jim ghat I missed ? I have known Jim to do
some highly originsl things but I can't figure that one.

Take her steady

As always
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Tos Anoeles dimes

LOS ANGELES 53 « CALIFORNIA
MAdison 5-2345

1-11-58
Dear Bill:

Glad that you liked the story. Sorry you bothered to write the
circulation department, as I am afraid that they will send you the
final editions. They had to bump the picture of Paul in that run and
they just carried the shot of you. D'l11l find you a couple of tear
shects and send them along. If you have a chance, drop around to the
Advocate and show them to Rxzakxs® Richard Myers and say hello. It
was because I follow his paper every week that I saw the item about
you. This reminds xka me that the fellow who came up to see and do
the story works for the VYiamond Match Co. and I met him about a year
before when I was up at Diamond doing a piece on the lumber industry.

I decided to toss the fireplace bit into the story because I
must have been feeling nostalgic about Westwood. We own two houses
which are side by side on the same street. One is a big rambling
place that half the lumber mill must have once occupied, and the other
is smaller somewhat and much more liveable, I intend to Rkmikxk furnish
this one in the spring. I don't know what will become of the other
unless we make it an old soldier's home, or perhaps a museum.

Well, it was real cold, and outside there were flurries of snow
in the air--this last October when I was up there. Art Bates, who is
one of the local Deputy Sheriff's sugsested that I warm up the houses,
because they had been vacant for so long. He brought over a big load of
wood and left it on the doorstep. So I went inside ard built a fire
for each house. Each has a wonderful big fireplace, and they were soon
blazing merrily. I alternated by walking from house to house watching
both of them blaze, and of course having a few tots of 0ld Ned, because
as I mentioned it was getting cold outside. I guess that is where I
got the idea about the fire when I sat down to write the story. I just
moved the setting in my mind from Susanville to one of those houses
and visualized how pleasant it will be when one of them is furnished.

Al Klotz who is the manager of the American Forest Products
Industries office in San Francisco sent me Jim Steven's address. Al
has helped me on lumber stories before, because this is the nation wide
outfit which represents the American lumber industry. I wrote Jim
and told him about the story I was writing about you and he sent me the
article from the Lumber Journal. I sent him a copy of the story, but
I haven't heard from him. The quotes I used from him in my article came
out of a book which he wrote a number of years ago, and which I liked
very much,

Hope to see you again after the Blue Snow melts. I like to get
back there as often as I can. This town is really getting frantic.
People are pouring into Southern California by the thousands, and I
think they're all trying to squeeze into Los Angeles. This was a great
town to live in once-=but that waﬁxgyenty years afm ago.

Joat it ~ BlD
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January 18 1958

Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles 53 Califarnia

Circulation

Gentlemen:

Please note attached copies of my letters of
January 9 and 10.

Yesterday I received 1£ copies of section III
of January 6 issue. These were from the late edition from
which the halftone of Paul Bunyan had been removed. ZSvidently
my order was filled from my letter of the 9th before you
received my letter of the 10th.

If possible I want to have the tear sheets that
carry the Faul Bunyan halftone . If 18 tesr sheets are not
av:ilable please send what you can. I am returning the 12
sections.

Yours truly

¥ e BoLaughead
3.8 Pardee Avenue
Susanvillie California

o



January 9 19569

Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles 53 California

Circulation

Gentlemen:

Flease mail 12 tear sheets or clipprings from your
January 6 1958 issue. Fart III pages 1 and 32 col 2 . Story
by Bill Murphy PAUL BUNYAN STILL LIVES.

I inclose my open check to cover cost and postage.
Thanking you for this service,

Yours truly

W ° B ™ Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
Susanville California



S

January 9 1958

Los Angeles Times
Los /‘ngeles 03 Californis

Circulstion

GCentlemen :

Please mail 12 tear sheets or clippings from
your Januery 6 19658 issue , Tart III pages 1 and 32 colZ ,
story by Bill Murphy PAUL BUNYAR STILL LIVES .

I incloce my ope¥mn check to cover cost and postage .
Thanking you for this service,

Yours truly

VeB.Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
Susanville California



January 10 1958

Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles 53 California

Circulation
GCentlemen:

Yesterday I wrote asking you to mail 12 tear sheets
of Bill Murphy's story FAUL BUNYAN STILL LIVES in your issue of
January 6 « 1 specified pages 1 and 22 of Part III.

Shaértly after this letter was posted the next mail brought
tear sheets sent to me by B5ill !urphy . These were pages iI-32 of
Part III and carried a hslftone of Paul Bunyan that was not
included in the pages 1«37 make up that I had seen first.
evidently the 1-3Z was from a later edition from which the halftone
had been dropped.

I want the layout that carries the Faul Bunyan halftone
and to inocrease my order from 12 tearsheets to 18,

Yours truly

WeBe Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
Susanville California



January 10 1958

Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles 53 California

Circulation

Gentlemen:

Yesterday 1 wrote asking you to mail 12 tear sheets
of Bill Murphy's story PAUL BUNYAN STILL LIVBES from your issue of
- January 6. I specified pages 1 and 32 of Part III .

Shortly after this 1letter was posted the next mail brought
tear sheets sent by Bill Murphy . These were pages 1 = 3 of Part
II1 and carried a halftone of Paul Bunysn that was not included
in the pages 1--32 makeup that I had seen first. BEvidently
the 1--32 was from a later edition from which the halftone had
been dropped.

I want the layout that carries the Paul Bunyan halftone
and to increase my order from 12 tear sheets to 18.

Yours truly

¥.B.Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
Susanville Csalifornia
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ROBERT S. MANSUR

2051 Layton Street
PASADENA « CALIFORNIA

January £0,1958

Mr . William B.Laughead
Susanville,Calif.

Dear Mr.Loughead;-

Was greatly interested in the article of yours in
the Los Angeles Times of January 6th. about Paul Bunyan.

We lived in Minnesota many years and at one time haeE
a place at Nisswa which is a whistle stop just north 6f Brainerd And
I heard plenty in those years about Paul and his Ox Babe.Maybe you
have heard them all but one I remember distinctly was the day Paul was
hauling a big tank of water with Babe and the tabk sprung & leak and
started the Missippi River. Anyway I am greatly Interested in reading

all the tales I can get my hands on about this great woodsmen.Jnst
north of us at Bemidji they erected a statue of Paul on the main street

and I presume it is still there.

Would you be kind enough to tell me if it is possi-
ble to get one of the booklets from the Red River Lumber Company?
tnclose stamped envelope addressed for your reply also would appreciat
address of Mr.James Stevens of Seattle if you have it.I do thank you
for any assistance you can give me in obtaining these Paul Bunyan
stories. Tgpank you so much.

.% Very truly,

%, N

\é Yy Robert S.Mansur
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los Angeles dimes

LOS ANGELES 53 « CALIFORNIA
MAdison 5-2345

Jan. 26

Dear Bill:

Thought the attached letter to the editor would be of interest,
I had a letter from James Stevens. He said that he expects to come
to L.A, within the next few months. Regarding the article he szid:
"Thanks for sending me the article., It will please every oldtimer of
the pines to see this tribute to Bill Laughead, the dean of all
Bunyan inkslingers since McGillivray and Malloch. I'm sending vour
story on to Elwood Maunder, Director of the Forest History Foundation,
St. Paul, Minn. It will add a fine lean streak to his fat Laughead
file.

Also had a call from that busy art collector, Jim McBride who
retired from the Times a number of years ago. He says: Why I saw the
letter about Paul in the Times, but I missed the article, and I've known
Bill Laughead for years., I'll send him a copy.

I've taken on a little task to complete two books for a publisher
on California history by September, One is going to be a pictorial
history and the other about the California missions, also illustrated.
I think I will include a chapter on the logging industry from the
earliest days. The Union Lumber Co at Fort Bragg has some good pictures
of the early days which I hope to use,

Best regards,

) %
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| LETTEE
1f§sM|ghty Man

. I'was interested in your
article about Paul Bunyan

by ‘Bill. Murphy in The:
_ TimesofJan;B.

I am sure that everyone
“who has' lived in - the
P s e et
ps eard the
talesc%? ‘this legendary |
man. T have a book, “Paul |
Bunyan,” by James Ste-
vens, with woodcuts by
Allen Lewis, published in |
1925 by the Garden City
Pubhshmg Conity
There is a note that the
woodcuts were originally
made for and were used by
courtesy of the Century
magazine. Mr. Laughead’s
picture of Paul looked
nothing like Mr, Lewis’ in-
_terpretation-of the legen-
dary figure. Probably there
are other books on. Bun-

yan.

However, I believe 4he
stories do not vary in that
Babe, the blue bx, meas-
ured ‘42 ax handles be-
tween the horns, that/the,
Winter of the Blue Snow
was the worst ever experi-
enced by man, and I am
sure that mo true logger
would = ever admit - that

- there was|a greater forest
warrior - than. the great
, Paul Bunyan. © -

“According to my book,
the Paul Bunyan legend
had its origin in the Papi~
neau Rebellion of 1837 in
Quebec, Can, Paul Bunyan
later came to the Mid-
west and then still later -
came to the country west
of the Cascades.

One story that used to

- make the rounds when I
lived'in Washington, and
which is not in my book, is
how old Puget got Paul to
help him dig the Sound.
The dirt thus excavated, of
‘course, was piled high and
later called “Mount Rai-
nier” -

OLIVE VAN SCHAICK,
Los Angeles.




ROBERT MANSUR

2051 LAYTON 5T-‘F Pasadena 7 Calif,
PASADENA 7, CALIF February 3,1958

Mr .W.B.Laughead
328 Pardee Avenue
S,,sanville,Calif.
Dear Mr.Laughead;-

YQur good letter and the Paul Bunyan booklet arrived
today and I was delighted to receive them and I do thank you so much for
your kindness. No one could appreciate them more than myself and I do want
to show some measure of it by sending you an etching of Will Rogers done by
a Pasadena artist. As an 'old timer' am sure you will enjoy looking at the
twinkle in his eye.Will Rogers Jr told me it was a good likeness of his
father and he said "you know there are a lot of poor pictures of him out.

The trainload of logs on page & of the booklet remind me of
the Minnesota & Ianternational log trains that came down from International
Falls to Brainerd snd of the section hand that told me how the section

boss was after him all the time to "Keep the joints up" (referring to the
rail joints that made for rough riding when they got down)

To us there is no place like the Northern Minnesota woods and
lakes for a vacation and maybe some day we can go back and hear loggers
tell some more Paul Bunyan stories.Thanks again to you Mr.Laugherd and may
the good Lord bless you bountifully.

Very-}ruly yqus,

/ PAl ;{-’/u e ; A
A L1
Robert S.Mansur



Susanville Californis
February 21 1958

Dear Ray:

Thanks for another notice in the highly esteemed Herald
in which my name is associated with one Paul Bunyan .

I don't know what caused the recent rash of publicity.
There was the statement in a popular magazine that Paul Bunyan
never existed as lumber csmp folklore , that he was "fakelore "
invented to advertise lumber . Then on the folklore side of the
controversy & tape recorded interview for the archives of the Foreat
History Foundation, a T V broadcast and a couple of newspaper
stories.

It might be timely to recall Paul from retirement to head
our national defense . Franklin D. Roosevelt one asked Archie Walker
for the loan of Faul Bunyan to head the N R A, the only appointee
the president could think of who had what it took to enforce the act.

Faul Bunyan might come up with something to beat these nuclear
missles and all this modern what not.

Regards as always

PSS THR LiATIMES HAD ME LEFER. To THE Py, Blug G\

ASUTHER - DuMt AS | AM | KNGW BETTEL THAN THAT




Susanville
Washington's Birthday

Dear Brad:

Got your very interesting letter last night. I wish I
could respond in kind dbut my life is rather hum drum and I don't
have any fhteresting adventures like your fishing trip our anything
outside the regular routine to write asbout. The last fishing lieence
I bought was in 1935akout the time we got real busy painting.

¥Maybe I would have been better off enjoying the recreational
adivantages of ths wonderful country and time in which we were living
but on the other hand that experience with you holds many memories 1
would not want to be without. I picked up a lot of odds and ends of
learning and viewpoints that go to make up life and a companionship
that has since been missing.

I have done no painting the past four or five years. One
reason is the lack of a place to work. Ive been doing drawings that
do not scatter paint and debris that ruin a room.

You see I live out on Fruit Growers hill nearly a mile from
up town. Up to abou$ three years ago lMrs. “Luarles lived with me in
my three bedroom house. Since then I have been in it alone { a hell
of a way to live). I am stuck with the house and a lot of Mrs. Quarles
furniture and possessions that include period antiques. You can't
dispose of them as scond hand furniture and aftervall they are still
her property although she will never use them again.

I could fix up painting space at the house but thern I would
be alone all the time. I am no worry wart but I know that in case
of accident or ilness I could lay there for weeks before anyone would
miss me . Another thing a 100 per rent loner is the kind of critter
I don't want to be. 50 I rent a rocm at the lt. Lassen hotel an
added expense but a good rate as a permanent. I show up every day
and sooner or later would be missed. DBeside there are the constant
contacts with fol%s. These have paid off in a small way - r = the

sale to transients of some of the paintings I had on the lobby and
coffe shop walls(Jebraska ,, Alabama, Hollywood,Bay Region and
Einnesutaf.

If I could paint faster maybe I could pick up a little side
money that way bdbut I am still an amatuer, too much detail too much
fuesing and doin over. I saw a quote from one of the great French
artists the other day " Painting is not difficult if you don't know
anything about it. Otherwise it is a toilsome Jjob." Haybe I know
too much about the way I want it to lokk and not enough to get it
that way.

Inclosed clipping is one item in some recent publicity about
Taul Bunyan. ILast spring TRUE maga zihe carried the statement that
Paul Bunyan never had any folklore origin in camp tales that he was
"FPakelore"” invented to advertise lumber, I don't know whether that
had anyting to do with what followed or not but along in November
the Forst History Foundation of St. Paul sent researcher to tape record
an hhterview with me to establish the actual 1logging camp origin.
Prior to that there was a T.V. broadcast from the folklore stand point
then two newspaper stories like this one. This Los Angeles reporter
did not do a bad job. He got some of it right although he did have
me refer to the Big Blue Ox as "she". Now dumb as I am about some t
things I know that draft cattle are "he".



I did not know anything about the T V program until after it
came 0ff and had no part in supplying material for it . Got a
transcript later on. By the way you would get a kick out of these
Northen Californima history and folklore programs from Chico State
College . Sundays use to be 6.00 p.m. currently 10;00 P.H.Z The
narrator in Hector Lee a Thd , Bean of Education but one of those
rare exceptions a down-to - earth,hard way guy that is really human,
I find from correspondence with him he is really that way off the
screen.

I also had a reat stroke of luck with the tave interviewer.
It was "Hutch" Hutchinson a resognized professional historian
who started 1ife as a cow puncher , got all his staff the hardest
kind of way and still loaks at 1life like s boomer working stiff.
Ban you imagine the combination® Ve wasted 2 lot of time and had
some great jam sessions.

We have had a remarkable winte  , Of course there is plenty
of time left to catch it but so far nearly all the storms stopped
up around  Inspiration FYoint . A couple of times the snow lasted
a couple of days on the streets . Some moisture that we always are
short of 1in slow drizzly rains that have time to sink in the ground
and not run tight off down hill.

The flood tide of population you speak of has not reached us

yet although it is bound to come sooner or later when all the other
places get fiiled up. Susanville is still an easy going place to
live . The 0ld small town " Hello Bill" "Hi Brad" sort of community
where you know every body. Lgst Summer the new owners sold about all
the houses in “‘estwood « £ loy of them to outlanders from Southern
Californias looking for summer homes but many to workers at Greenville
Chester and the Almanor tunnel . Vhat will come of that we dont know
yet Dbut once the high pressure from the outside world starts to
leak into our region it may not be long until we are as bad off ss
you are. It is not funny to grow 0ld but when its all said and done

I am glad I lived when I did.

I know what you mean sbout incentive . You have to create it.
Some sort of long term project on which vou can work high pressure
or low pressure as Opportunity or mood ~-comes aslong but enough
importance to2 be reall; interesting and not just rmake believe work.

I am lokking for something like that myself.
Virite again whe the spirit moves you and you might catch me at

a time when I have something to ssy. Best regards and wishes as
always to Anna Laura and yourself ,
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HELMER E. OLSON, MANAGER March 18, 1958

CHARLOTTE CHEEVER, SECRETARY

William B. Laughead
Susanville, California

Fellow Paul Bunyan enthusiast:

Cene Newnham, a classmate (USC ’34) of Los Angeles sent me a copy of

Bill Murphy’s article which appeared in the Los Angeles Times on Jan-
uary 6, 1958. I enjoyed it very much and will appreciate the opportunity
to exchange any duplicates of information that you may have. I’ve
searched for a hobby and have adopted Paul Bunyan as mine with
considerable success in keeping our folklore hero alive.

You mentioned the 1951 Russian claim to Paulski Bunyanovich. I refuted
this claim to a United Press correspondent. The story appeared all
over the country which mandated the printing of the enclosed card.

Over 30,000 of these cards have been sold and the Hibbing Graphic Arts
still consicder it a hot item.

A former University of Southern California Journalism Professor, also
from linnesota, in 19595 publlshed a book, "Paul Bunyan and His Men” by
PHD Ivan Benson, C. LE. Tuttle Company of Rutland, Vermont and Tokyo,
Japan. Our Governor Orville L. Freeman and I have had a lot of fun
autographing copies with “Fellow contriver for the great potentials of:
”Mlnnesota, Land of Paul Bunyan and Big Opportunltles. Confidently
yours,” I have the Governor sign ”“For Paul Bunyan” To get Hibbing in
the act I sign “For Johnny Inkslinger.” Our legendary hero has proven
to be an excellent means to helr sell our state. It has been most
effective. The enclosed Ox-0O-lleter is one of them. The enclosed Wall
Street Journal advertisement is another. With all the bad weather
elsewhere, we’ve had a hay-day in our comparative “Banana Belt.”

Enclosed also is Charles LeRoy Hood’s run down on my hobby. An extra
run of 1,000 copies is about exhausted.

Two years ago I played host for 2 days to a Russian Delegation visiting
this area. I told them of the U. P. story. They insisted on having
covies of the refuting card and my autograrhing copies of the book.
We enjoyed every minute of their stay as a result. They gave me cavier
and vodka after wany drinks and before farewell. OCome months later my
dau-yber received 16 dolls which represented the several states of the
; USSR to add to her doll collection. Last year liinnesota
Mining and Peat team visited Russia. Last fall a second
group of Kussians again visited Hikbing which was equdly as
interesting. Iy point is that thru Paul Bunyan I was able to
helr in my small way to create a better understanding that
penetrated the Iron Curtain.

Your St. Louis County Fair and Industrial pr()slfl()ll, ]uly 31, Auqust i, 2, 3



-2= Laughead

Under separate cover I am forwarding a covy of a Paul Bunyan size menu.

It was sent to every Chamber manager in the U.S. including Harold Wright
of the Los Angeles with whom I had a nice visit with back in 1954 while

attending a class reunion at S.C.

If you happen to have extra copies of Bill Murphy’s story, 1’d appreciate
a@s many as you can spare. 1’11l also send a copy of this to him, in case
he can spare some extras. I used to handle the Winter Sports for USC,

ice hockey, ski jumping, slolum, cross country and even some speed skating.
Maybe Bill Murphy was even around at that time, so I’d have known him.

I’d like to hear from you. I have guite a bit more I will send. I
sincerely believe that we can have some more fun.

Sincerely yours,

lmer =. Olson, lgr.

H:ZO:cc
Encls.
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: 23-111-1958,
Dear Bill: ;

# fqur note on 7 Janvary was written the day.we sailed»from,
:FSF'onfthe Lurline for 72 days which now are over;“Alas: Had a fine
‘trip;itell you about it someday when we foregather. Hope you
wintered well., Mail is feet deep on my alleged desk and am being £
more than usually 1ncivi1 in answering it, .

Good 1uck and God Bless 1



Susanvills
April 8 1858

Dear Hutech :

The Diamond-Cardner bogk arrived and it is a masterpiece,
no leas , every phase of the job strictly Big League.

After a quick looke-through I read the first paragraph and
from then on I was hocked until the last page at some time past
midnight. During the after noon I lcaned it fto a retired oldtime
lumberman who is a discriminsting reader. When he returned it he
said " I want that book again when I have plenty of time to read
it. You read it fast enocugh because it is facinating but he tells
you s0 much in each sentence you have to go back and re read each
page over o digest it.”

In other words a masterpiece of condensation to put all that
you give us into 32 pages without sacrificing the touches of color,
side comment and associsted histery that capture the reader.

That research must have been a terrifying job. Then you
take that collection of facts so hardly come by and toss them to us
two or three in the same sen tence or paragraph 1like currents in
a coffee cake ( in the 0ld days before we had-td buy-thém ),

And who knows the lomg sweaty apprenticeship and thw waste
baskets full of torn up copy that produced that writing style that
mkes it look so easy.

Incidentally I learned one hell ¢f a lot I never knew befome.
Nothing will do but a long talk sesseion about all the angles and
the spaces between the lines.

Ilany thanks for the book and your inscription and many more
for printing my name it it where it will stick like a fiy in amber.
Any one would be proud and grateful to be mentioned even as an also
ran in such a Hall of Fame.

As Always

#.B.Laughead

F.S. Got your Rhedes Readewr. Saw a review and sent to Paul Rlder
for it. That calls for snother letter .



Susanville California
April 11 1958

Mr. Helmer BE. Olson Nanager
Hibbing Chamber of Commerce
Hibbing Vinnesota

Dear lir. Olson:

I enjoyed your letter and the interesting
account of your ascociation with Paul Bunyan . Also the inclosures
and the menu from the Viking Room of the Radisson . I've had some
fun with the menu and my friends in the restaurant business.

I am inclosing a copy of the Red River Lunber Company's
Paul Bunyan book which literary researchers say was the source book
for mueh of the Yaul Bunyan writing that followed.

@ book had a2 unique history . e made but one mass mailing
That was to the lumber trade out of the first printing of ten
th ousand in 1922 . Copies strayed into the hands of non-lumbermen
and we had to prin$ snother 5,000 the same year. After that books wem
sent only to indievidusl requests. Up to 1944 when Red River liquidated
the manufacturing side of their business the book went through 13
editions for about 125,000 copies. MNow out of print these books are
collectors itens.

Where Bill Murphy's story states that the Russians c¢laimed
the origin of Faul Bunyan is Murphy's own ststement. I had not heard
that before glthough I did send some literature to a request from
the Xremlin . I never got a reply.

Naturally I have kept track if the great job Kinnesota
has done capitalizing Paul Bunyan . liost of it has come about since
I left Minnesota and 1 want to get back. this year if possible to
sec it . Ny residence and S.work was over in the Mississippi
country around Bemidji but I did get into Hibbing , the o0ld town
that was moved. A great country and people .

Inclosed with the booklet are two postcards showing the
Faul Bunyan and Rlue Ox " images on the Eedwood Highway over on the
Coast. They have an annual show at Fort Bragg where the Redwood
logpers stage a three day rodeo of skill contests.

Under separate cover I am mailing you a Sugar Pine cone .
Just got it yesterday which delayed my reply to your letter. The
Sugar Fine is the largest of the pines but noet to be confused with
the giant redwoods which are not of the pine species. I got this
cone from the Paul Bunyan Lumber Co. which boughtthe trademark
from Red River when they quit.

The greatest reward for my 30 years work with Paul Bunyan
for Ppd River was the fan mail and the many friends th&t came through
this correspondence. I greatly appreciate your letter and hope it
will be followed by other contacts.

Yours sincerely

328 Fardee Ave. %e.B.Laughead
Susanville
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THE MAN WHO
NOSES AROUND

Items Out of the Ordinary
Captured and Reduced to
Current Literature

MEN jAN D THINGS

If you would keep'in touch

With the World, Read
A This Column °
« *Will Success Spoil Bill Laug-
hea‘d”" 3

The native Xenian who turned
a2 lumber camp :legend ‘into a
career, has been the target of a
rash .of publicity Lately. R

* This' department has'given am-

%e attention to Bill in the past. |.

e ‘used an imaginative turn of
mind and a natural gift for draw-
_ing into turning A Paul. Bunyan
into authentic American folklore.
From -the stories he picked up
Ystening to lumberjacks amuse
themecelves by lying to' each
oﬁhefr about Paul and ’his fan-
. companions, Bill ‘crystal-

hzed the whole using deft
drawings of the “characters and

putting ‘the stories dlown on paper

forﬂxeﬁrskﬁm

" Writers recently have beaten|

a typewriter path to his door
. . . or'to the lobby of the hotel
in Susanville, Calif., where Bill
hangs out.. He has pmvuded fuel
for many a newspaper feature
wry, ‘the ‘ latest -of ‘which, from

Los Angeles '1‘unes, has

reaehedﬂnsdesklnmplimte‘

If ‘for no other reason than the
new ‘audience reading this - col-
umn, rt &seryes repeating:

High' in the snow-eapped Sierra
Nevada, which forms ' Californ-
ia’s northern barrier, the leg-
éndary lumberjack = of - super-
human strength, Paul Bunyan, is
onte more swinging a mighty
axe.

Giant stands of ponderosa pme
topple Jike  matchsticks and’
huge blue ox named Babe smkes
the trees down the mountains to
a mill which hums with activity.

Of course this is all Lmaanary.
for Paul ‘Bunyan is a’ myth of
American folklore " just .as was
Babe, ‘ the .ox who measured 42
axehandles and a tobacc¢o plug
between the eyes.

But: to William B. Laughead,
75, of Susanville, a town ‘which
lies in the heart of California
timber country 600 miles north-
east of Los Angeles, Paul Bun-
yan is still very much alive.

For it was from Bill Laug-
head’s inkwell and his recollec-
tions of lumbering in the Min-
nesota north- woods that the Paul
Bu:nyan legend spread aoross ﬁie

/ Laudxead sﬂrred log in the
fire. © Outside, main drummed a
soft tattoo against the windows.

v

- te At Ae A

“Be snowing up here in this
country soon’, he observed,
reaching for his pipe. *“‘Sort of

. like the winter of the blue snow

when Paul found Babe. . She was
Just a calf then.”

He paused to strike a match
and grinned over his pipe.
. “But let’s start at the begin-

ning. Who knows where Paul|

Bunyan really originated? It's
said that stories about him dated
back to the early 1800s in Can-
ada. In those days logging was
real labor. Loggers lived on
beans, salt pork and sourdough.

o “At night they would sit
‘around the shanty stove and spin
their stories.  Bunyan and his
fantastic feats pegan to develop
then. | From Canada Paul soon
was branching out, operating
camps in New Brunswick, Me.,
and the Great Lakes.

“As’ a young man I worked
in the lumber camps of Minne-
sota.  That was around 1900. At
night‘ I ~would sit around and
listen to other loggers swapping
yarns about Paul. I never did
dream he would go commercial,
but that’s what happened when
they decided o’ Paul was mov-
ing to California.”

Laughead was working as
advertising manager for The
Red ‘River Lumber Co. in Min-
nesota in 1914. The firm had ex-
bausted its timberlands in that
state and ' was about to begin
operations in Qalifornia. - -

Archie Walker, secretary of
the concern, called him in-to his
office;

“We're movmg to Califormia”,
he announced. “We need a new
advertising gimmick to let our

' customers know about it. We've.

worked . in the logging
¢amps. What about this mythi-
cal Paul Bunyan? Let's make_

“him a slogan.”

‘Bill Laughead went back to
his desk. He began to. sketch,
and a jovial-looking lumberJa"k
sportmg a  wide mustache ‘and
possessmg the confident air of
a man who accepts no chal-
lenge as, impossible ° suddenly
appeared.

Paul Bunyan, as he would be
known to thousands, was born..

‘Laughead began Jovtmg down
some of the tall tales he had
heard in the woods about this
famous logzger The Red River
Lumfier Co. printed a booklet
which was 'distributed to its cus-
tomers. It was greeted with
apathy.  Few of the people in
the industry know who Paul Bun-
Yan was and cared less.

Paul belonged to the men who
worked in the woods. He was the
hero of every logging camp. No
one else was interested. Then
some of the booklets began to
fall into the hands of the public.

He was Paul Bunyan, not only
a master logger, but an orgin-
jzer who kept his lumberjacks
happy by catering to their mam-

. meth appetites. At the camp on

the Big Onion, for instance,
cooks skated amund the skillet
with hams on their feet to grease
it for the pancakes. Boys rode

~ bicycles up and down the tables,

dropping the cakes off when

called for. Paul fed his men|

(Continued on Page Four)

-lends himself sums .up ﬁhe' story

‘| stands today is absolutely Amer-

MAN WHO...

(Coptmued From Pag= One)

pea soup that came out of a-
giant pipeline.

A visitor at one of Paul's
camps was astonished to see a
crew of men unloading four-
horse logging sleds at the cook
shanty. They appeared to be
rolling logs into a trap door from
which poured clouds of steam.

“That’s a heck of a place to
land logs’, he remarked.

“Them ain’t logs’”, grinned the
cook. “Them’s sausages for the
teamsters’ breakfast.” ;

Bunyan was also a thinker.
Once 'his timekeeper, Johnny
Inllicslmger was running out of
in

“I only have two barrels left
Mr. Bunyan”, he lamented.
“How am I to get' through the
winter?”’

“Just leave off dotting the i's
and crossing the t’s and you'll
save ink for the necessary writ-
ing and figuring. @ When the
spring ink supply comes in, you
can go over your books again.”

It worked. - \

“It was then that "the storm
broke’’, Laughead explained.
“Requests for the .booklets
poured in from all over the
United States. And not just
from children. There were plen-
ty from adults. <
“Soon we had distributed over
100,000 of them, and we still
couldn't keep up with the de-
mand. Frgnklin D. Roosevelt be-
came a fan of Paul Bunyan Why
back in 1931 some Russian com-
missar wrote us for details' about
Paul. Said they were interested
in the tales from a propaganda
standpoint, I sent him a book.”
In 1951 a Vladivostok news-
paper cla~ime<{ that Russian log-
gers first made up the stories
of the giant woodsman. His
nmame was Paulski Bunyanovitch.
James Stevens of Seattle, a
veteran of many years in the
logging business, and the author
of a collection of Bunyan leg-

like this:
“It is true A.memcan legend
now, for Paul Bunyan as he

ican from head to foot. He vis-
ualizes the American loyve of tall
tales and tall doings. He has
become the ¢reation of whole
generations of men. Thousands
of narrators by far-flung camp-
fires have contributed their
mites to the classical picture of
him, and he at least will live
as long as there are shadows
and whispers of trees.” 4

Laughead gazed into the fire:
“Q’ Paul's probably up in the
high fimber nearby right now,
chopping away,” he reflected,
rapping 'his pipe against the

hearth, Then he winked, RAH




