
•• Peler lttJlf•l'll 
llllfoJ!4a • lctl't 
lrapltlo.Ar,a hS.l4lac 
Portlallcl, oreeoa-

.Dear ll;r. J1-1v4: 

July 15. 1942 

I , 

\ 

X avel7 11&1• to 1-o.n don 7our propoaal to wri\e ud illuatr·ale 
PAUl. .BUI~ 11 m .uaa. lou oou14enUoa of •• tor tu Job alUl J'uea s,n ... • 
awell le\\er of noo-1&4at1oa are fla\teriDC aJUt tullT appreol&let. You haTe a 'bi& 
au tiMl.7 14ea all4 there will H a 'bic kiok 1A the 4o1nc of u. but after all 1t 1a 
a oo.uiercial 9r1Jeol, w11h d.eadltnea to •••I a.ad it ie 1•Po•■1ble tor me to UJader\ake 
U at th!a Ila•• 

l baTe held. 7ow- leUer tor arreral cla7• \17ing to work out 1oae 
tiae tor the Jo'b, but there it none ln elchl, and the ttilelin••• of 7our the• 4eun41 
\bal 7011 p\ piag vl\hout delq. Iiicht now 97 regular Job lakoa ru.11 work1nc hove,, 
and other work Iba.I oan•, 'be ••' ae14e h tak1nc up 11oet ot ,q •••ninca and weelt-end,1. 

to do the art work will take uae. The quli\7 aaa4aJ'4e you b&Te 
,et 1a \be TvU7-Prloe-L7011 boob are htch and. there wlll be ao• military- ancl•• to 
cheok in con114er&t1on ot the 10141er1 who will read 7ou.r book. 

Laet 7eu tbAt flaberman -publ11he4 A eerl•• ot Paul ~an clraw1nca 
b7 a Portland ar\h\. 1re4 Gone, a 7oung Chiuee-Americaa. lt 70'11 are not al.re&~ fu-
111er vitb hie work I voul4 •u.cce•t that 7ou contact Georce Cornwall, editor of the 
'fi■beF1ULll, an4 look OTer tbeae drawin«9. 'l'he7 brpreued •• aa ■ight7 good and. if be it 
&T&llable he aight be 70v ll&Jl • 

.la for vriUnc the cop7, I think 7ou •111 cet a better Job 1-f writer 
aa4 ar\ht cu work topthar. laoh will g1Te tbe other id.ea■ 111 rou«hin« out the l.&7• 
e11'8. lf I u4er\oolc the Jolt there would be delqe in wor)dnc U out b7 corre,pond.enoe 
aad the exohaa,.e et icleaa would be aiuiac. 

To• •T be ave th&t l u not :pae1in& up the Job without ,eriout re
gret■ and I thau: 7ou Tery auch tor coaalderinc ••• 

A.t 70v requ1\ a oop7 ot PAUL :BUITil AID lls BIQ, .BI,tm OI h 1ncloae4. 
fhia 1a a repriat ot ov 1922 Terdoa. Cbanpa la for•t and 1ac14eatal copy au lllq
\raUoae bit.Ye been •cl.• l>ut the ,torr text and. illuatrat101L1 are the or1g111&l. 

--· 
OLas:r ✓-
co: , .... s, ..... 
laol. 

Your, TH'7 truq, 



Mr. Pe,er B1atercl 
11atol'4a 6 Jlolt• 
Graplllo Ari• hll41ac 
Ponlan4. oreeoa 
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WBJ.as~ 
001 J'aaee SteTe .. 

laol. 



July 16 1942 

Dear Mr. Stevens: 

That was a swell letter of ~eoommendation you wrote 
to Mr. Binford in suggesting me for the writ~ng and illustrating of 
PAUL BUNYAB IN THR ARMY. I have since heard from him and have 
replied as per attached copy of my letter to him. 

Your build-up was generous and nattering. As a matter of 
faot I don't deserve a fraot1on of what you said about " invention" of 
the stories. Most of it oame from stuff picked up. You know how it ie 
with thouihta you oarry around a while , i1ftor a. time you cant tell for 
sure what is really or1~1nal and what 1s not. Aike your experience I 
never heard any of the Paul Bunyan material tols as stories. The ~a .. s 
were alw&ys sprung as ref erences to well known facts just as you would 
mention the Deolaration of Independenoe without the neceGsity of telling 
a story about it. 

I sure would like to do Mr. Binford'e book but there is no 
use tryin~ it in fairness to him. Too man..v demands on my time to risk 
making deadlines. 

The Paul Bunyan atuft for Red River has been my only writin~ 
venture outside ot public! ty ~1nd. You speak of platuriem ( hal a 
hell of a time spelling it). We encouraged it as our adv ~rt1sing carried 
11 ttle s1gn1fioanoe on the start as no one but a few loggers had heard of 
Paul Bunyan when we started. We did not: copyright anything but patanted 
the trademark ae applied to wood products. 

Your story 1n Mercury "The Black Duck Dinner" was the fi r st 
I know of in the magazine field and I think you have had the biggest hand 

· in telling the gener~l pubkic about Paul. 

I have been o arrying a.round the idea of a book for a lon~ 
time without doing anything about it. Factual information of how lorgers 
work. The operation in ~eneral. very briefly. Technical detail how the 
skinner, top-leader, river driver, wood butcher etc did their stuff in 
the old days and the donkey men, fallers and oat skinners work today. 
Some Paul Bunyan and character stuff incidental. Illustrated with photos 
and eketchf!'S. It would take colo.boration and I have al·;;rays had you 
in mind for the job. Someday. if we both get time and you are interested 
ntt I'll give you the outline. 

The popular conception of the lo~ger, ancient or modern, as 
a muscular primitive has always burned me. 

With thanks for the letter to Mr.Binford ani best regards, 

Yours very truly, 
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I ern Pacl.f1"c Ra1·1road and i · r1w""I1fe:f"my.·t: SP,in.·~_;_.w,:oulc( ~.e, If I ' S .• ., ' . J;,: ,4 I ,'f;c, • i ,.., ,1"'!.,.,;1 ,, 

Flor'ence 'H~llman· 1: Enrnif n> ' ·i~ ,h~~- tried_ ~jtip,h~a .,' ! ittl¢. ll.'._g.i:rqer, 
···· ' .,. ·' • '"r···•t·•li,...-.. ~""'"-1--...... ~ •... :n liil.e the. ground-was under me . ..!j memory o ,. Erlr ~c;,n,o p._r;i,y, spn, • • .. . ,-. · . ,. , ., 

who was a U. C. graduat~' (192!), P . ~- Leaman, ?~ D1;~-, K. \: 
and who was :workirig ·on a history ' * * * ' . ., .. , ... _ ·" ~ ' " 
at King's ,-Coll~g~-'/, C,:am,brigf.r 
when he was s~.rickel'}< ·. >!, 

A recently publishea University 
of California . bro~liUre on ~h-

i • ,, ·, ' - -
do'f ed chairs quo_!~~ a "prophetjc 
staf.:ement" by young Sidney m:!11-
man Ehrman, 'which reads: ,,; 
' "History is a complex study, 

embracing ,.as it "aoes,0 not alolie 
,actual deeds, but the thoughts un-, ' ,., 
der lying these . actions of past gen• 
erations. In a comprehensive stuJy 
of history, · not only the physii?'a l 
actions · of man, but the workings 
of his miii.d"must receive empha'sis. 

. . The present is ever influenced 
by the past." (Bold•face ours.) . 

• • • • 
CHEERFUL PEOPLE live loi g 

in ou,r memory. A cheerful man is 
preeminently a useful man.-J. H. 
Friswell (James Hain) , in Mon-
roe's Sixth Reader, 1872. ~• 

* * • 
ARGOT-If a Zulu is a section 

hand, what is a Fiji? 
•••• 

PRESS - The morning paper 
that I read last night.-M J. Gorm
ley, Assoiciation of American Eail-
roads. -

• • • I 

GUILLIBILITY-It is interest
ing to note how many geese fall 
for a quack.-Exchange . 

• •• • 

KIA ORA, which is to s'ay, 1 
t,he language of the 'Maori, ·"B 
WELL! ·BE- HAPPY!"-D. C., Sa 

. ..,_ 

;<,w innemucc,f 
•( .. · Flashes' 
By LUIS C. VARG~S 

One of the highlights of the 
news from Winnemucca Shop was 
a softball gam~ between the West
ern Pacific Roundhouse · and the • 
Winne~ucca Lions' Club, played 
for the Youths' Recreation Asso
ciation .. . And boy, what a game 
it wa_s! The W. P . boys started with 
a bang but ended on the short end 
of the score. 

The lineup of the WP team was 
as follows : Wayman Kelley, pitch
er; Pete Arano, catcher; .George 
Williams, first base; Ray Wilson, 
second base; Leonard Williams, 
shortstop; Hollen Floyd, th¥"d 
base ; Ed Baker, left field; Nick 
Hernandez, right field ; Wallace F. 
Bradley, center field; Cla_rence 
Wemmer and Irving Ziebart were 
utility players. ' 

As I said before, the game start
ed out with a bang. Pete Arano, 

TOURIST-Anyone found more first 'man at bat smashed out a•· 
than 50 miles from home and who home run. He was followed to bat 
can give no plausible reason for by Wayman Kelley who duplicat
being there.-U. S. Travel Bulle- ed t}:le fete. ,Ray Wilson follow~d 
tin. Kelley to bat and also hit 'a honie . . . \ 

: ' ' DOGOLOGY-"A good gun dog 
is the best conservation insurance 
a sportsman can take out." Exe
cutive Director J. N. Ott, Jr., of the 
California Division of Fish and 
Game, .Sacramento, declares: 
"Every game bird retrieved by a 
gun dog reduces the pressure .on 
the remaining birds." . ' 

PROPAGANDA .consists ·as 
much in omitting facts as in :mak-

run. Cleanup batter Bradley step
ped to the plate riext an'.d like fus 
three teammates before him, 
blasted the ball far into space for 
the fourth consecutive W. P. home· 
ruH.· · 

George (Soup) Willi~ms, how
ever, put a damper of all these 
home runs by _just barely beating; 
the ball to first base. The game 
went on like· a house' on fire wit 
Wayman: Kell~y ., and Ray Wilso; 

· "'1 ,£ £,,,.. ,, "'"~F~~,· 
... ~,- ·, f.· ' 'I\,,(.. . .~ .-~ .- .. ~-... ·.• ·. ; : • ~£ . ~~-•· .. 

~.~: s.;c.;,; 29, 19; 7 ~ 
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C1·:t •. ' ' ~f! . ~: . '. t ,. '• . 
'\ , ~ ~ • ,r " S. ~ c ~'rt t • 

.:·By ·THOMJ\~:-,,.,.: BROWN 
,f 1 ~ .>t,'t /:,,,,, 

Publi,ity M,mager, ~•stem P,uific Rllilro,ul 
' . .- Sail Franci,l,;, 'C,Jiforni11 < •; • ~ 

J. • .. __ , • l':r , \ , '., 1 

(Copyright, · 19,47, ).), Thomas P. Brown) 
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RULE ~Of couz:se'-evefj,'. 1!1-an ,ip tra}n. service kn<?w~ 
memoriter -the •mook of John,'' 1. e. Rules and Regulation· 
of the Tra~,sportatiop De,part~ ent," wherein ~~le G·an~ Rul, 
99 are' pr~babl:V: t~E;, .. bes(kno~ ?f the commandmen.ts.•~: Col 
laterally, here 1s a rule1ear~ m the U. S'. Army enVIrom 

~bile servin~ p,;e-Worl~ Wa_r ~, ·ing stateme~ts ·subj~ct to yerifica 
as a reserve officer at .the Pres1d10 t' · · · · : 

,,,,. · , ... ., . r 1 ~ 10n. ; · 
of San Francisco; :.the:J?.elegate-atl; '; • • : . . . , 
Large noticed a large placarc!. Ofl ' >'BUILD YOUR LIBRARY b: 
the inside °"<>f t he ' entl ance of the: 'mail, says a postcard from a nev 

, •"'.'; ,I ,. :, i' • -, ' . ..;,._ fl,: • • , :, 

Ninth Corps Reserve headquarters' Oakland, Calif., firm which goe 
building. It . read; "Don't violate on °to say that the process will b 
Rule 6." ., " ' ' ' · ' ' i found "e3.sy, economical, interest 

Upon query, a . major suggeste~. ir{g>• That's an idea in tune wit} 
that the placard be turned over. correspondenr::e schools, universit: 
The legend lettered thereon read;: ·~xtension courses and like inven 
· "Don't take yourself too b-1-a-n-k ·tions which are a boon to the mai 
seriously." · · l whos~ 'days are di~'elized and wh 

• _. • ~ therefore must burn the midnigh 
RESEARCH is not a ' cost. It'~ watts to extend his intellectua 

an investment.-Nation's Business ... horizon. . • • . l • . • 
SH~KESPEARE was , ai:i inteli , OUR BEST SELLER-Rasselac 

lectual ocean, whose waves toucht , a .philosophical romance, by Sam 
ed all the shores of thou~~t; • * \ uel Johnson, LL.D. · 
Nothing is known, of his mother! .J'-~-• • . 
except her oeautiful name-Mar~. TRUTH.::;_,,· 7 ·s one of the grea 
Arden. The truth is, that all greaf tragedies of . e that every trutl 
i,nen have had gr~at m? thersi has to str le . to acceptanc, 
Great women have had, as a rule1, against hones but mind-blinde, 
great fath~rs.-Colonel-,Rqbert G;: students," said ·sir. William Osle1 

' I1;1gersoll. · · f "Harvey knew 'his contemporarie ...... • • • l . A. 

. ' t ~ well, and for 12 successiv,e year 
HIST~RY EVALUATED-"- <?nt . dehionstrateit 'the . circulation o 

of the ~nd_owe~ chairs of_ lear~m_g, blood before \ ia~iilg to publish th , 
at th: Umvers1ty of Cahforma 1i facts on w ~ich · the truth w a 
the ?Idney H.e,llm1;11; •EhFman Pr · , based." > 
fess6rship · of History. This chai ' ·· • • •' ) 
was endov.:eq. . ~Y. ,,Sj~!ley ,· Mye , EVERYMAN'S EPITAPH~ Her, 
Ehrn.1-an, }\',~ol "Y~~JW-~ .. ~f-~11_eJ _rus .am :.underground. ,How 'JilUCl 



• ,smg m..,ager hlJd 9v_erlookeaJ !, 
4 "'.. ~ poor m_an.-and,, my. w_oirk- may haps the offi~e:,'.cat' ha~_,clom-

ing yeats are l1m1ted, s;ud' , med •the copy. so; insteaa of a 
Adams. "I must save money ,,_, mundane advertisiJ:ig ciu;d , _ther!? 
live ~n when. I reti~e a~d I ca~} was printed: ''PROVERBS•~!, 
not do that on a brigad1er-gener1 S"-only this and nothing_ ,inor~. I

' sal " ~ · d. t ' x· . II a s ary. .., The solution, accor mg •' o .- mg · 
"That's reason enough," rejoin, James' Best Seiler: ·' · ··.~ 

ed General Goethals, "but what's "O ye simple, understand Wis
your other ' reason?" 1', dom: and ye fools, be ye of ~'der-

"I'm_a civilian now," explain~; standing heart." . . _ 
Mr. Adams, "but if you put me m . · _ ! :", · 1 

the Army, I'd have s1:1periors, my As n: H. Lawrence useii.to'.sirn 
orders would be counterm11nded,. his letters: "May 'you Jive well 
and I could not make good on. the. for another year." . , , . ., 
job for you." ' • J _______ , .}· 

General Goethals continued Mr.; Courage: Fear holding rin Just 
Adams as a civilian in charge ~f a bit longer. ·' 
the nation-wide task. After th15 
service Mr: Adams became vice~. '1 
president, traffic, Union Pacific 
System, until called to the presi- ' 
dency of t h e Western Pacific 
(April 1, 1927) by Mr. Arthur_,. 
Curtiss James, with whom was 
associated Mr. Thomas M. Schu
macher. 

The Delegate - at - large recalls · 
that after Mr. Adams became the 
Western Pacific's president, he 
evinced aversion to the· use of 
titles acquired previous to serv
ice with the railroad. Mr. Adams 
revealed this by saying "Mr." 
Judge Angellotti, then general 
counsel, "Mr." Colonel Mason, 
then vice-president and · general 
manager, and "Mr." Colonel Wil
liams, then chief engineer. Mr. 
Adams would remark: "If these 
gentlemen are colonels, then I'm a 
brigadier-general." 

RUDIMENTARY - Never give 
·a rattlesnake an even break.
W. C. Fields. 

-
INSCRIPTION on the San Fran-

cisco Public Liprary: May this 
structure, throned on imperishable 
books, be maintained and cher
ished from generation to genera
tion for the improvement and de
light of mankind. Founded, 1877. 
Erected, !916. 

...,.__ 

MllltR 
Automobile C.O. 

Dodge :..... Plymouth · 

Dependabfe Dodge 

Trucb 

lZ Y .. ,. Continuous S.rvl~ 

1415 Broadway, Sacramento 
Tel. 3-5951 

TEDDY'S TAXI 
and .. 

Yellow Cab Co. 

3-4661 
Complete Insurance 

Protection 
Limousine Service 

SLUMGULLION-Should west-11 
ern words of argonaut vintage de-
cide to hold a centennial banquet, 
this nomenclatural gem would be j 
at the head table of the -etymo- ,.._ ___________ ____ For All Occ:aaio,u 

~l. Joly 31, 19~7 
1·~._ vt,t· - ·- , ... _ ...... 'f 

.,,, .,4· "1' !Bi)'- ····••'••- . 
'" " ~ . 1" I 

, --~ 1v.: 
,,-,IA ·\ 1r·-1 .. 

.~'.~~' \ ,J .~;- , 

By· THOMAS P. BROWN 
. ~-•., 

Publkity M,m,,ger, Wistern P,ui/ic Rllilro.J 
San Franci,'co, C,,li/ornia 

~·'I f 

(Copyright, 1947, by Thomes P. Brown) 
-

' 
ONE GOOD REASON s~ffi~es for. a; no; s~veral i:ea

sons ay be required for affirµiative dec1s1on. Th_1s practical 
doctrfue first impinged on the cerebral convol1;1:i10n~ ,o\.thi 
Delegate-at-large vfa ~fr. ;A,us\~n ~. Fle!c~er, c_a I orma s {ie• 
state highway engin·eer. To~ pomt s1m1lar 1s . an anec ~ 

11
, 

related by Mr. H<_1rty M._. Adams, logical feast . Mark Twain avers 
immediate predec~ssor of Mr._ that slumgullion was an alleged 
Charles Elsey, president of . the beverage. "It really pretended to 
Western Pacific Railroad smce be tea, but there was too much 
Jan. 1, 1932. ·- dish-rag and sand and old bacon-

When the U.S.A. entered World ,rind ·in it to deceive the intelligent 
War I in 1917, Mr. Ada~ wa~ traveler," says Mark in "Rough
vice-president, traffi_c, Missouri ing It." Therein one may read of 
Pacific Lines. In 1918 he was_ the cat that would-and did-eat 
loaned to .our Uncle Sam to be-. cocoanut. Mark Twain also was 
come cl;iief of Inland Traffic Serv- the pseudonym of Isaiah Sellers, 
ice (War Department), U.S. R.R. Mississippi River steamboat pilot 
Administration, Division of Traf-• ,who wrote for the Daily Picayune 
fie. In railroad-ese, Mr. Adams\ of New Orleans, the "City That 
was superintendent of transpor- Care Forgot." 
tation, or chief dispatcher, of the . __ _ 
railroad trains of the United, RESOURCEFUL - Printers 
States. No train could move ex- have an uncanny way of overcom-. 
cept per his laid-down directi~es ; ing deficiencies, especially 'when it 
exceptions to the rules reqmred is close to press time and "she's 
his o.k. about to roll." A few midnights 
• Major General George ~ash- ago we were browsing through 
ington Goethals, the engmeer "Artemisia," issued by the Class 
whom T.R. picked to put the 'of 1899, University of Nevada
Panama Canal through, was Mr. Harry Herbert Dexter, editor-in
Adams' superior officer. After ~s- 'chief,, and Emmet Derby Doyle 
signing to Mr. Ad.ams an of~ice (later governor of the Sagebrush 
in the old War Departmel?-t build- State), associate editor . 
ing in Washington, D.C., General ,, .. In the _advertising section w_e 
G O et h a l S suggest~d that Mr. iound page XXV ·devoted to pro
Adams, then drawing a sizeable fessional cards - attorneys, den
civilian railroad salary, be com- '.tists-also "The Ch.op .House," 
missioned - presumably as a ;Which, perhaps, was ·-"Ope-oo
brigadier - general_. .:ro_,_t~ Mr. j il's." ,But there was one SP!'-fE! 
Adams demurred,· saying that- he Jot so filled-perhaps the .adver-
had ~W0. ·~1:..,ason_s for his no. ~ ' • · · - - -
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TIIE PEN -is· theAongue oL tbe 

had heard things:and that it w · ~~-was-•-a~ lacltboarii·~ 
reported that the coIDlJlinding Cl tenc~ 'Wblch~ rqyl'J.-" ~~ orge 
ficer was~ rf.:li.~E~• ~ · ;. Macf;dan''Xai:tin, ~.aulhor,);.:.Jiad ':.tot' 
terrti: ~ l ' convi!il:M ( · 'cdpy ;.f or. 1.penmaJiship~~·.practice. 
yardmlister ,JJiat .it,~~ high~l\ ;This m;i.yeJ }f' .rooq~ lcl~~•. as 
patrioh~· duty' tcP ir~ fer! and hi!" pleasing tqougq ·not·a1t ,f'amolis as 
consented. T. he· transfer-was mac\~ .Alice's · Adv~ntures in,',-,Wonder-
at once and ~e next day ~ land' l: 
moved n or tlC t'o'"a "poinf iiear-u t , . ~ . ~ , .1' ·, . 

Rocpelle, some 80 ,kilometres 0£ AUfflORS-No book is a hero 
'd • , \; •l ,' , ,;. ' .,-, I . ) . • _, so, . istant. ;· ~• .• . s , I , to . its proofreader.-HilI;s Rhet-

A few mornings later Col. Wi11• one. 
Iiams:-Was•• Surpr ise<! to see ~ I 
for~ er yar~~iister~·at'the new 101:1 So Ion~, J,etty. V~ya usted con 
cation. · · · Dios. • • 

"What are- you- -aoTng here,?'j I,--------------
said Col. Williams, sharply. "You 
belong with that other ,outfit down 

,. • .- •' .i(. • '-' ll.> " 

there. You must be AWOL." .11 
The • sergeant-yardmaster vtas 

quite unperturbed, br this accu~a
tion~in fact admitted the trut'1: i]' 
Then, looking directly · into Col '.:, 
Williams' eyes, he said, conversa-
t ionally: - - - · , 1 

"Well, Colonel, I'll tell you h9r, 
it was. I had a run-in with that 
ab-ra-ca-dab-ra (this is a eupbe: 
mistic substitute. .for ,the rath~r 
well known American ·epithet ) 
down there' and I quit!" 

·MtllfR 
Auto·mobile·co.i 

Dodt• - Plymovtli 

Dependable Dodge 
Trucb 

U 'hon C.•tlau- ·Somee 

1411 lrNdwey, Sacramento 
Tel 3-5951 

TRUTH-Let us beware h?w 
we blend doubt with certainty· 
and , falsehood with truth.-Phil-
osophy of History, by Voltaire ..,__ ____________ _,i 

(Francis~Marie Arouet). '-' 

GEORGIA PEACH of a speller 
is 14-year old Mattie Lou _Pollard 
who came fram Tyrus Raymond 
Cobb's state to win the 20th an-. . ' ·;••· ... 
nual orthographic.al meet at Wash-
ington, D.C. Knowing her vowels, 
doubtless 1sh1'! cari spell facetious 
with eyes shut. Haying come from 
a one-room schC:01;. where homely 
grammar is not snubbed, she 
probably can unparse that per
fect imperfect sentence: "Is thexil 
sheeps. yourn?'l • ·1 

TE·DDY'S TAXI , .. 
and 

Yellow Cab·.Co-.· 
,':°~ ,:2 

3~4:8,&~1 
' '1 

. ' ; . (. 

Complete Insurance 
BooKs•r.w.i\NTED FOR Po- ·--Protection · 

LICEMEN..,,JNow •IDDre than ever, • ... .. ~., • 
the .m,~~l of ) *~-,1Palt:s~~ Pol,i~e L~ ~~!I, ~• 
Force welcome the relaxation of .Fc~f-~~,.Q~ne 
.reading. Books .. from home at e ..:- .... . ___ · ... ·.. : 

,'It 
• I .hi . 
~ . 

"· ! 
... ' '" ~ ••• ~ of ~ 

··P. BROWN 
PubU,ily M.,,uger, W,Sum P.ui/i, RtnlroMl 

. s,,,, Pr111Kis~t ~ lo/11_;,,__ 
(Copyright, 1947, bf Thomas P, · Brown) 

,, 

SERGEANT Y ARDMASTEk. SIR!-It gets into the bl90d. 
One may 'rnetamorphose 'a mah into ·a railroader but there's' 
no reversing the oper=ition-dqe may not ••~pe the clock./', 
E! e~ :v?ie,~~ ~~~_f;d l ri ~!~e. hab~ ehts 'bf war ~he cavali~r .o~ 
the rails rEmlams undazzled by ·silver leaves and unafraid of 
spread eagles. He's· still a 'i-ailroad , ' . 1> • • 

man-"for 'a• that and 'a• that." In _eagerly sough~will you ~lea~ 
point, here's .a st'ory told to the •~d any you can ;spar_e to .eol. 
Delegate-a't-ljirge jn ih!:! 1930's by -F. W. Syer, 2\ V1ctor1a Street, 
J h White W·11· ms· who was :London, S.W. 1.-Page one ad

osep 1 ia · t J.. ,...,_ ·1 dit' f th ' 
chief engineer of the.Western Pa- ,verbSeme~' <lll_llllal e ion O e 

'f ' Railr d f A g 1921 un- London Times, May 21, 1947. Cl lC Oji roll½ u ., , 
til Feb., 1941, when he took off, . · --- . 
alone as is the custom, on an un- . . ,STILL. UNSOLVED-(1) Why 
blazed trail for ,that· unsurveyed '.dijl ihey build ihe ocean so close 
terrain w.hich lies, so they say, to,·. the _-shore? (~) What Rom_an J 11> 

just beyond the .drop-curtain of ·emperor first asked this question? 
the sunset. '9 kr,~ct ans~ers good for two 

During Wq.r;ld ,War J this splen- .~ckets of. ~dmission to the Garden 
did Ohio-born engineer was lieu- ·9f f!esper1des. ' . 

,-J 'I .~. / I • ( ~ • 

t~nant-,colonel of the ,18th .~g1- , •. , . " ·,.._, - . -. - . 
neers in overseas service. Yard- r~ IN THE SIERRA-~ear ~~he! 
masters were made ·sergeants as j;hore of Gold · Lake, California, 
they co:rm,:nan~ed, _i._e. b?ssed,_ other 'ii:fuch_ ~ay be ,re~fh~q. v~_.Blaµ-s
railroadmen likewise 1D uniform, den in the Feather River Canyon 
so, Col. Williams explaineq. While itnd Johnsville a little. garden •· 
the i8th Engi~~ers '1vere stationed ;:tings· to .the. ~ountain slo~. ;In 
near Bordeaux, France, the that garden there is a rock on 
colQnel .1>f.a ..!lirnij.ar !=OmIDllP.-!i, who r.~ sh h<!ye '. ~ ~n lc;ut,Jlp_e§~ Im:ts.: 
was sorely in need of~ ~ood ~ard- '. •~~-~ ~fj~Ut§!PJif.o,;;~cm, 
master, asked_ Col. Willia~ 1f he f ,,-pi., song ~J. ~., bi~ f~ IJlirth, 
would ·not transfer a certain yard- -..One is nearer to God~ heart . 
IJ!~~ L.'Y_fil>_Ea_g._a __ r~epu_!.l!!!2!!..~or f ••fo~i»: a~i~in, J., ,., ; ,-: 
getting r~~ul~~p.is /yardmaster, ~· ,Than anywhe_!'e else o~ e~." 
by the way, ,ha~ -~it'listed from , a ~f,;: Titls. is_ t~e f.'{~f:h "s?ll?. of "'l,'he . 
western P:5·t!~~ad. , .l ,. , ._re_!. G09 i:"l~nted _ii .<18-[ !ler,i, '!_by 

"I ,did .not -want \to ·lose this . · orothy Frances Blomfield • (Mrs. 
man," related Col. Williams, "but erald Burney). , 
I promised to t,ry \o talk !tlm into . ~ , . . _ . . •• · 
transfe'rting·. The '. yarait1aster de-

1
( 

murred on, ,the gr9µnd 1haf .Jle 
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Dear Archie: 

1214 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville Calif ornia 
July 21 -51 

Here is a reprint of an article in the Journal 
of 1merioan Folklore about you and Paul Bunyan and others • It 
is by Max Gart enberg the lad 'Rho ·srote to you asking aooess to 
the Red River files. He has a book soming out on the au·bjeot • 
Another book of aoholsrly deduotions about Paul Bunyan will be 
authored by a man named Dan Hoffman. 

Imaginr that 
going to college. 

' ' ' • • • It's like Dan Fagan or lindy Carve 

I hope you are still taking nourishment, liquid and 
s olid. 

As ever 

• 



John L. Westru1n HOPKINS, MINNESOTA 

HOpkins 9850 

~ ul 23 , 1 5 • 

Hr . '• • :a . L ugh ea , 

WHITE FIR 

DOUGLAS FIR 

W ESTERN RED CEDAR 

us · nv i lle , • l i forn · a . 

, e · c nov celeb r a ti g 
our :i. i nneap olis quatennial. '.i'his i ;.. n nnu 1 

f · .i ir , nd consi d ere the 1 .. r g e s Ui.lli.1e r 
· ttr ': cti n in ou r t·.t e . 

T en lose ~ ouveni r of 
t i n o cc a sion , .. n ' OU · i l note t t 
co f i end u l is nov t e ~ r es i u en t 
.,~ lue no· :::.ai • 

rour 
of t ' e 

·, ·ith b e s t regt..rds , 

JL. estr /-

SUGAR PINE 

PON0EROSA PINE 

IDAHO WHITE PINE 

LARCH 

HEMLOCK 

REDWOOD 



Dear John: 

SusanTille 
July 29 1962 

K8J17 thanks for remem\ering me with your mailing 
of the Paul Bunyan bank note. I alwa7a beard tut Paul made 
ltig mbe7 $.Dl this must be some of it. 

I would like to 
lfinneapolia Aquatennial. 
coverage. of tbe St. Paul 
the Aquatmmial. 

get some information about •h• 
I have alw,qe received newspaper 

midwinter show but have had nothing on 

If it 1a comen1ent for you to get some newspaper 
pictures, a progrua and some fi~s on attendanoe eto. that 
1nd1cat• its scope I would greatly appreciate it. Alao aome extra 
bank notea, if still obtainable that I can send to Paul Bunyan 
fans and some friends here on the Coast. The redwood countey 
is beginning to uae Paul Bynan in a big way, some large animated 
statues, a Paul Bunyan lumberjaoj show etc. 

It 1 ■ always good to hear from you and would be glad to 
get a letter once in a while about yourselt and Mas. Westrum and til 
things in general. 

Vlith thanks and best regards 

1214 Pardee Ave 
Susanville California 

Aa ever 
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FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

DIRECTORY 
OF WESTERN NORTH AMERICA 

Mr. w.B. Laughead, 

AN INTERNATIONAL LUMBER JOURNAL 

FOUNDED 1899 BY GEORGE M . CORNWALL 11867-1950) 

EDGAR P. HOENER, PUBLISHER 

519 S . W . PARK AVENUE 

PORTLAND 5, OREGON, U.S.A. 

August 4, 1952 

1214 Pardee Avenue, 
Susanville, California. 

Dear W .B. :. 

DOMESTIC SUBSCRIPTION 53.00 PER YEAR 

CANADIAN SUBSCRIPTION $3.50 PER YEAR 

FOR EIGN SUBSCRIPTION $5.00 PER YEAR 

I am always glad that some circumstance finally prompts the contin
uance of the little correspondence between us, for over a period 
of years I have always enjoyed our cordial relations. My only 
regret is that our paths seem to cross far too infrequently. 

Your memory is very good. [r . Peter Binford of Binfords & Mort, 
102 N.W. 9th Ave ., Portland, Oregon, is still a most l ogical individ
ual with whom you may logically discuss the possibilities of publish
ing a book on any phase of the Paul Bunyan legends . 

Incidentally, Peter and Morris Binford along with Ralph Mort are the 
principals of the Metropolitan Printing Company, who have handled 
the printing and binding responsibilities of THE TIMBER.MAN and 
WESTERN BUILDING for more than twenty years. 

With kind personal regards. 

EPH:ems 

Yours very truly, 

THE TIMBERMAN, 

if~; 
Publisher. 



~uzanvi1le Cal i f orni a 
June 12 1957 

Rditor 
mptJR 
67 ~est 44th Streot 
Hew York !%.6 Ne.w York 

Jn +l:.G· Stran :- o But rir ·vo r;cction of ~01u· :F'ecrmlr y issu.e 
it is s t 1 ted t h~ t I-n.u1 Bunyan i s · f !i._ke lore not fol~: lor& •r . 

So muc h hn s been •.vr i . tt on a1,out .,, o:> Ul nnd so, . ,. n:v ori tics 
c.ncl hi s tor1ans h-ave c..i s a,gree,i o.bout h ie rr.trrlv. s €iE; ~;;. J' c,1 k horo th~>!. t 
a l most any £t~..l t-e u-,cnt bout hi m wou] _· be true ,-- 110 f a ~ 1;.s it 
~;rent bvt u 1;; ,. hs l f t r uth. it ·, ,;nl ci n ot ,.. 11 tl:·t-, whole ::i tory . 

rf'b er":i wa2: a ·;•r·.~11 Bur ~~ n lt11g12u<t iu tb e: lt: 1)i ne 
elsewher e a bou.t t he l and where nomad loggers wt1nd,a red . 
Ql d boy hs.s s:rf :for !i7-<1• f r-om a le t cf f li:·k l! rs. 

c amp fr, H.nd 
i'i.lso the 

f>an l 
thti t 
Y,!!.J e 

: ~ ~ou ~~~ld h~ inter~sted 1D ~h 1 t rea l ly h• ~pene ~ t o 1 ,unoh 
Btmya n aF.; 1m Amerj ol!.\n dteniigod ,:i.,.n.: E: Omethin,:- of the controver -sy 
1 •=-.$ i'Q.,.l O\' -~a. •;-o~j .r-i~ ,) ... 10.:,k un ; ·:arsh1r.1l l1 :i.0t •icj(' B l::l.r ticlo i n 

:ri-eviev! :;:, e c ~rcber 19bl. ... . . 

i: i th e;,,Ome very minor i nn.c ur clc.s .-i t outlines citrrectly £ .. m l 
·~:,ttnyrt:n ' s progro£J5 ~:\1 <1 the -'itt.thor's c} :3 r, s if:i.c a t i or~ JJun:tnn I and 
P,11:nya11 r I just ~bout hi ts t he rr.~rk . 

3:--;8 1-a.r-chHt ,iv enue 
Susa nvill~, Ca lifornia 

You.rs truly 

W. B.L ughead 





Dear Hutch: 

Susanville California 
September 26 1957 

The book was in my mail box when I got home last night 
and I sat up till all hours exploring it and getting a kick out of 
everything I saw. 

What a job. Almost every paragraph shows the product of 
\ long a.nd painful research tossed off in casitally mentioned dates 

and quotes. 

I would say that we Rhodes fans and readers generally 
were mighty lucky when this assignment fell to the one man whose 
own ·background and disposition qualified him to recognize the values 
in this material.to know what to look for and what to do with it 
when he found it and then put it together with a prose in tune with 
the subject. Some day I would like to know hew many months and 
miles you put into it. 

I'll bet Gene feels the same way about it in whatever 
cowpoke's Valhalla he is riding today. 

Needleus to say I am very grateful t& you for sending it 
to me not only for immediate reading but to ovm and pick up again 
to enjoy Gene and recall the writer. 

The Advocate is out today and they front paged the story 
of your job here. I am sending you a couple of clippings snd can 
get more if you have use for them. 

l!ll tell you Hutch your visit is a very i MPPY memory 
and I hope only the first of many contacts. 

3 28 Pardee Ave 
Susanville 

Keep your load in the rut 

W.B.Laughead 



l3r • B.111 Murphy 
Los Angeles Tim.es 
Los Angeles California 

Denr Bill: 

,. 1 

Sq. sanville Cali far nia. 
0¢tober "' 2 1957 

Inolosed Ys.ul Bunyan items : 

? isbwick1 s article Ye.le ~.eview 
:Sd Crane's story ·1nnear,olis I'ribune 
,· ookle 't ::?a.ul Bunynn and His Big r lue Ox 
2 re•p r ints trade journa l !ids. 

{iis shoulcl i ve ~yon the essence of th: s t ory , 
enough for your present purpose. as well as if you waded throttfh 
a lot of material I mig,ht send you. However i f you need any thing 
more just let me know • How a bout photos 'Nestwood operation and 
v1:rg1n timber? 

t'1shwick and ·;rane cover their phases wi th only a few 
of the errors that creep into every human endeavor ~- not enough to 
ht1rt. 

You. can pick up tho trao.er;i~rk from page 4 of tm b,1ok.le t 
and. t ypice l 'fa ces of raul Btmy2.n the way I di d him out of the: a a 

· reprints, p fld. tho title p,ige of the booklet • 'i'hi s 1 s th,e :jixth 
e d.ition. 192"4 • It went t h1 \_ ugh thirteen prlntings for 1:i.bout 1 20 
th :msa.nd . 'I'he only 11st•m~il1nF was the first one , 19 ~:. . ,,'orma t 
and r.d.ve rtisi:ng was changed f ro time to time but story copy was 
alwuys the sa~e. 

We never trea te i r aul ,,., s . :fieure out o f the past but 9. S 
t he main guy oi currevt oper a tions rioth in our advertising o.ncl in 
business correspondence • Phe sign .aver the m .iin gate read ROI:.-:, 
OF PAUL BUNYAN ~t-n-1 ernployes gener~11 s a i d they"wo.rked for l tlul 
Buny an.'1 

I hope this give s you 'rl::1 , t y ou wnnt. if 11ot just holler. 

z:.~8 1~ardee .. ~venue 
Susanville vaiifornia 

Yours truly 



FOUNDED BY HARRISON GRAY OTIS , DECEMBER 4, 1BB1 PUBLI SH ED BY T HE T IME S-M IRROR COMPANY 

LOS ANGELES 53 • CALIFORNIA 

MAdison 5-2345 

October 29, 1957 

Dear Mr . Laughead: 

Thank you f or your interesting let t er and t he informat ion 
which you sent me. I will ret urn your mat erial just as soon as 
I have a lit le time to study it. 

I had a most interesting l et er from J ame s Stevens who 
sent me an article from t he Southern Lumber Journal, De c. 1954. 
It is titled "i'lilliam B. Laughead and the Bunyan Legend ." 

In t his article there is a reproduction of one of your 
pa intings showing Paul Bunyan swinging an axe. I am fascinated by this 
picture and wish that I had a copy that we could use in t he story. 
The caption says that this paint i ng is owned by the Paul Bunyan 
Lumber Co. Is there a bla ck and white ph oto of t his icture available? 
Unfortunately , tee maga zine reproduced the picture in r ather small 
size and I do not think t hat we could get a copy out of it t hat would 
make a suitable cut. 

Let me know, for I will then copy s ome of the pictures which 
you sent me, and pos s ibly we can use t h em. 

Will al s o sentl you a copy of t he Westwood story shortly . 

Best wishes, 

Bill Murphy 



r1:r. Bill lJurphy 
Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles California 

Dear Bill: 

Susanville California 
November 1 1957 

Received last r.i.ight your let t e r o f the 29th regarding 
the painting of Paul Bunyan O\med by the I'aul Bunyan Lumber Company. 
I contacted the photogr apher this morning and ordered a 5x7 shot 
that will give you a better reproduction than the halftone in the 
Southern Lumber Journ a l • te is badly tie ,1 u p this week but v1ill 
shoot it f or me Sun:la y . I should b e able to Yr!<iil you a print by 
'ttonday or Tuesday an d hope t his will b e in t ime f or ~rour job . 

Since I rr.a ild you t he ma te r i al I have come accross a 
drawing of the trade ma rk. This will give your camera man flat 
copy, easier to handle than the page in the booklet so I will 
:rmil it wi t h the photo. 

I still cant fi gure out howcome Jim Stevenc woul d be 
sending y ou the Southern T,umherman s tory. 

If ~•ov. n ee a. an~th i n ' . mor e j us t holler . 

328 ~ar dee Avenue 
Susanville Ce.1 iforni a 

Yours 

Vi .B.Laughead 



Jr. Elwood I, . Ma.under • irector 
Worest History ? 01ndation. Inc. 
tl706 'i,'est Seventh Bt'l\1.l<)VUrd 
St . ::.:aul 16 r~inr.r.esot· . 

Dear ~r. Maunder: 

Susanville Cali for ni.a 
november -to 1967 

.Plea se o.coe:pt rr.y thanks for the bound copy of 
the transcript of the t .a.:pe reoor<ling I made with t' . R. ::utoh1nson. 
r hysioa.lly it is an attractive format in which to live with :posterity 
but the vary fact th,9,t t h e words are preserved like fli .es in nmber 
makes me critical of the copy. · 

It wa.6 my understunding tha t I .,,e.s to reoieve a preliminary 
d.r~ft f or a pproval or revision before the i'inal typing was made up. 
'.rhis r did not e,et r.m d. for the degree of a cclil.racy l mp1ici t i n 
historica l data. { of ere.ater imr,o:rts.nce th.an rny own self resp ect a s 
a v ork:nan with words ) I !tm sorry tha.t I d. i d. not get this copy· und 
mv a chnnce to do some proof read ing. 

, 'J.'#e £aul t is mine.. For what mental processes I have pencil 
and p_~per hP..Ve alwa,ys been necessnry . Hords come t:>lowly with many 
revi sins and not , f s the poet says • trippl111gly from the tongu.e . 
In plain langu.11tle my dictution is lousy. 

r eo.dj.ng the copy in cold. blood I can r-ee ¥:here false inferences 
c• n be drawn from the language used. \ he would not be extensive bef OTI:1 
page 31 - .. rom there on so .-•rnuch seems 11:elleva.nt to tho .eaul .B-unyan 

record tha t I would like further clarification from H:utoh for his 
re1:1.sons for going into 1 t . My ovm thought would be to cut a lot of 
it out •. 

Of course what I said is on the tltlpe and must stanJ a s is but 
future :readers mn.y use the wr itten copy r a ther th.an the oral record 
so there would be some chan-ee to relieve some of these faults. 

I \VOUlti like to hear from you on this ancl l) rt1eularly whether yw 
~ve made the distribut ion of copies li sted in your letter. Can 
revisions still be made: 

r:1 th repeated th1;1nks _q.nd good wishes, 

: 28 Pardee .~venue 
Susanville -a li forni a. 

Yours very tr-11.ly, 
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Mr. w. B. Laughead 
J 28 Pa rdee avenue 
~usanville, Ca lifornia 

Dear Mr. Laughead: 

2706 W est Seventh Boulevard 
SAINT PAUL 16, MINNESOTA 

November 7, 1957 

As you undoubtedly know, Mr. Maunder is at present 
on the West Coa st on Founda tion business and will not be back 
i n the office for ten days or two weeks. Therefore, I am taking 
the liberty of answer i ng your letter of November 4th. Of course, 
when Mr. Maunder returns he will no doubt go into this matter in 
more deta il with you. 

I transcribed your interview from the tape recording 
and typed it into the form you received in the bound notebook. 
We were a ll so thrilled with the interview a nd the infor1Dc1.tion 
it contained that Mr. Maunder took it with him to exhibit at the 
Pacific Logging Congress as one of our very best intervi ewe. As 
you can unders tand, it certa inly would not have been used by 
researchers a nd historia ns at that time but as ai exhibit of the 
type of invaluable his torical i nformation that can be obtained 
through tape interviews. 

Na turally we have not sent the other copies of the in
terview out to anyrepositories ina smuch as you had not indicated 
your approval of the form your ecently received. Mr. Hutchinson 
ha s received a copy inasmuch a s he was the interviewer, and his 
corrections and a ddi tions were also solicited. However, I under
stand that he is now on a cruise in the Pacific as"historian 
emeritus "on the Lurline so cannot be conta cted for some time. 
Ma y I suggest that you go ov er the bound copy we sent you on 
October 25th making any corrections, deletions or a dditions you 
deem neces sary, and we will be gla d to incorporate them into a 
final draft of the interview. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
a l (Mrs. ) nn Lindquist 

Ora l Hi s t ory Secretary 
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Oral history as obtained through the tape-recorded interview continues to 
be a major part of the Forest History Foundation I s program. Featuring this aspect 
of its work, the Fou-ndation will have an exhibit at the Pacific Logging Congress -in 
Seattle, October 30-November 1, 1957. While the Congress is in session, Elwood 
Maunder, director of the Foundation, has arranged to conduct a series of tape inter
views relating to the history of fire control and prevention, logging methods, and 
logging machinery with men who are pioneers and specialists in each field. 

A noteworthy addition to the Foundation's store of interviews has been made 
by YT. H. Hutchinson, Chico, California. Acting for the Foundation, Hutchinson in
terviewed William Laughead, Susanville, who originally published the Paul Bunyan 
tales for the Red River Lumber Company of Y/estwood, California. The tapes con
tam--Laughead I s own explanation of the Paul Bunyan story, and his reminiscences of 
old-time logging and lumbering in Minnesota and California. 

Bruce Harding who is now "field-tripping" in the New York-New England 
area also has lined up several tape interviews. One of Bruce I s interviews will be 
with Ralph S. Hosmer, emphasizing especially Hosmer 1s work in Hawaii. During 
this past summer, Bruce recorded interview s wi th Len Costley of International 
Falls, Minnesota, and J. A. Mathieu, Rainy River Lumber Company, Fort Francis, 
Ontario, and arranged for other interviews in Yl isconsin and Minnesota this winter. 

RECORDS REPORT--The papers of Colo
nel YTilliam B. Greeley have been placed in 
the library of the University of Oregon at 
E ugene by the Greeley family. Included are 
diaries, manuscripts of speeches and mag
azine articles, memos, statements, and 
some 5000 letters dating from 1929 to 1955. 
Some of the material is from the files of 
the "\"lest Coast Lumbermen 1s Association 
which turned over to the fam ily such of the 
Colonel I s papers as were in its files. Dr. 
Martin Schmitt, University of Oregon's 
manuscripts curator, would like to locate 
additional Greeley correspondence to aug
ment the collection. If you have any, or 
know of any, he would be pleased to hear 
from you. 

Lucille Kane, manuscripts curator of 
the M innesota Historical Society, reports 
that 2 boxes and 30 volumes of records of 
the Bovey-DeLaittre Lumber Company; 
Minneapolis, are processed and ready for 

use. They comprise labor, land, and log
ging contracts, ledgers, journals, day
books, and some correspondence. 

A ccording to Dr. Robert S. Maxwell, 
direc t or of the Bureau of East Texas Re
search, Stephen F. Austin State College, 
work on the Kurth papers has been going 
ahead and the collection will be moved ,into 
the new State College library this fall. 

A small collection of reports relating 
to timber and land made in connection with 
surveys for the Northern Pacific Railroad 
by George H. and Fred Plummer were re
cently turned over to the ·w ashington State 
College library at Pullman by the Minne
sota Historical Society. Originally placed 
in the M HS manuscripts department by the 
Forest History Foundation, the collection 
was t urned over to WSC because of its 
greater importance to western Washington 
and the Pacific Northwest. 
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HARDV/OOD HISTORY-- The Indiana Hard
wood Lumbermen's Association is inter
ested in collecting materials and informa
tion pertaining to lumbering and sawmilling 
in fudiana and the adjacent hardwoods area. 
Eventually the Association would like to get 
a history of the region written. Anyone who 
can supply historical data is urged to get in 
touch with Roy C. Brundage, secretary of 
the Association, at the Horticulture Build
ing, Purdue University, Lafayette, fudiana. 

LUMBERJACK LORE--For more than 25 
years, Dr. E. C. Beck, Central Michigan 
College, Mount Pleasant, has been collect
ing the songs and stories of the lumber
jacks~ Getting his material directly from 
the men of the woods, "Doc" Beck has 
traveled from coast to coast and border to 
border. His collections (two of which, 
SONGS OF THE MICHIGAN LUMBER
JACKS and LORE OF THE LUMBER -

AMF.5;- are out of 'prmt) have been pub
lished by the University of Michigan Press. 
His latest volume THEY KNE YT PAUL 
BUNYAN (November 1956) stresses the 
Great Lakes region. 

YiEST VIRGINIA--O. D. Lambert, histori
cal records specialist at VTest Virginia 
Un:iversity, Morgantown, who has ferreted 
ouf and brought into the University's ar
chives many of the records of YT est Virgin
ia•'s' :forest industries, is beginning work on 
a history of the industries. Mr. Lambert, 
in his own words, helped 11to cut the for
ests and manufacture them into lumber" 
and hence has an "intimate knowlege of the 
thought, manners and customs of the 
woodsmen. 11 Anyone who can provide fur
ther information or knows the whereabouts 
of available records should write Mr. 
Lambert. 

50TH ANNIVERSAR Y--Our congratulations 
to the Faculty of Forestry of the University 
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of Tor onto, Canada I s fir st professional 
forestry school, on the celebration of its 
fiftieth anniversary, October 25. 

PIKE-POLES AND PEA VEYS--Interest in 
collecting the colorful materials associated 
with the life and work of the lumberman is 
growing apace. At Flint, Michigan, where 
FLINT JUNIOR COLLEGE plans anhistori
cal museum, Dr. Robert H. Van Bolt would 
be pleased to hear from anyone who could 
help locate objects reminiscent of Flint's 
importance as a lumbering center. 

At the UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, 
plans are in progress for a forest indus
tries museum. Don Clark of the Institute of 
Forest Products is working with the Hoo
Hoo Club of Seattle in developing the project. 
The Hoo-Hoos are not only sponsoring the 
muse~m, but expect to actively assist in 
locating and collecting materials for it. 

The IDAHO HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
Boise, is also looKmg totlie coilection or 
its forestry and forest industries' history. 
Museum objects, photographs, personal 
letters and memoirs, diaries, and business 
records are all being sought to provide a 
permanent and fruitful source for study by 
scholars of Idaho's history. 

HIST OR Y_LAND at Hayward, Wisconsin, 
operated by Tony Wise, offers the tourist 
a visit to an Indian village and an old-time 
logging camp. A feature of the exhibit is 
an old gear-driven Lima logging engine. 

The W. J. MCCREADY LUMBER COM
PANY, Forest Grove, Oregon, has been 
collecting various kinds of log transporting 
vehicles. William McCready writes that 
the company would like to locate a locomo
tive to go with some cars they have ob
tained from the old Sumpter Valley Line in 
eastern Oregon which started out as a log
ging and gold mining line. 

TIMBER TERMS--L. G. Sorden (Ag. Ex
tension Service, University of Wisconsin) 
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and Isabel J. Ebert (Tomahawk, Wisconsin) 
have published an interesting booklet on 
logging terminology. LOGGER'S V/ORDS 
OF YESTERDAY, a dictionary of some 1200 
words common to the Lakes States lurnber
jack, may be obtained from Mr. Sorden, 
212 N. Allen Street, Madison, Y/isconsin. 

60 YEARS OF FORESTRY--Arthur Meyer, 
editor, JOURNAL OF FORESTRY, and 
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Henry Clepper, executive secretary, Socie
ty of American Foresters, have been auth
orized to compile a book tentatively titled, 
''American Forestry- the First Sixty Years," 
to be published in connection with the sixti
eth anniversary of SAF in 1960. 

RETAIL HISTORY--The Briggs Lumber 
Company, Inc., Oneonta, New York, has 
compiled an illustrated, manuscript history 
of its seventy-four years in the retail lum
ber business. This history resulted when 
old pictures of the Oneonta yarci were found 
in Y/eyerhaeuser files, and the suggestion 
was made to Mr. Roscoe Briggs that his 
company's story would add important in
sights into the history of retail lumbering. 

IN THE FIELD--Bruce Harding has spent 
most of the past summer traveling in Wis
consin and Minnesota laying the groundwork 
for Forest History Committees in those 
states. He .has visited local libraries, mu
seums, and historical societies to examine 
their holdings of printed and manuscript 
materials, photographs, and nmseum ob
jects related to forestry and forest indus
tries history. Bruce also stopped at many 
of the lumber and pulp and paper companies, 
exploring their records holdings, and inter
est in their own records and history. 

DUPLICATES AVAILABLE--The library of 
the Institute of Paper Chemistry wishes to 
clear its shelves of duplicate materials, 
primarily forestry and pulp and paper 
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periodicals. Institutions wishing further 
information should write Eugene Bunker, 
The Library, Institute of Papt?r Chemistry, 
Box 498, Appleton, Wisconsin. 

MAINE AGAIN--Another State of Mainer is 
delving into the state's forest industries' 
history. Vincent York, Phillips, is seeking 
material dealing with early operations in 
the Androscoggin or Richardson Lakes area. 

CONSERVATION HISTORY--Dr. Lawrence 
Rakestraw, Northern Montana College, Hav
re, is working on a revision of his doctoral 
dissertation, "A History of Forest Gonser
vation in the Pacific Northwest, 1891-1913. 11 

He is also interested in ''Lightburning, "and 
in the early career of E. T. Allen. (From 
FORESHADOVI, March 1957) 

GIFTS TO THE FHF LIBRARY--From 
Walter J,. Damtoft, Champion Paper and 
Fibre Company, a file of the JOURNAL OF 
FORESTRY, 1917-1925. 

American Paper and Pulp Association, 
complete file of COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
PROGRESS, March 1954 - September 1957. 

Minnesota and Ontario Paper Company, 
54 issues of THE MANDONIAN. 

"\'/isconsin Conservation Department, 
copies of all of its "in-print" publications, 
including "History of State Forestry in 
"\'/isconsin" (42 p., mimeo.) 

NE\'/ BOOKS--Emanuel Fritz (comp.), CAL
IFORNIA COAST REDWOOD. San Francis
co: Foundation for American Resource 
Management, 1957. Annotated bibliography. 

HISTORIAE AGRICULTURAE, v. 1, 1950; 
v. 2, 1951; v. 3, 1952-1953. Groningen, The 
Netherlands: Het Nederlands Agronomisch
Historisch Institut, 1953, 1954, 1956. Inter
national bibliography (includes forestry). 

Gordon Newell and Joe V/illiamson, PA
CIFIC TUGBOATS. Seattle: Superior Pub
lishing Company, 1957. 
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A. ·R. Reynolds, THE DANIEL SHAW 

LUMBER COMPANY: A CASE STUDY OF 
THE WISCONSIN LUMBERING FRONTIER. 
New York: New York University· Press, 
1957. NYU Graduate School of Business Ad
ministration, Business History Series. 
ARTICLES--J. Leonard Bates, Fulfilling 
American Democracy: The Conservation 
Movement, 1907 -1921. THE MISSISSIPPI 
VALLEY HISTORICAL REVIE ',7, June 1957. 

Nollie \V. Hickman, Logging and Rafting 
· Timber in South Mississippi, 1840-1910. 
JOURNAL OF MISSISSIPPI HISTORY, 
July 1957. 

Harold T. Pinkett, Gifford Pinchot at 
Biltmore. NOR TH CAROLINA HISTORI
CAL REVIEW. July 1957. 

Herman \Vork, Forests on the Old Fields. 
THE PAPER MAKER, Number 2, 1957. 
BOOKLETS--J. H. Ainsworth, THE LOWER 
FOX: A RIVER OF PAPER. Kaukauna, Wis
consin: Thilmany Pulp & Paper Co., 1957. 

C. R-a-ym-end- Gla-r, FORES--T- U-SE- lN=,..,_ 

FOREST HISTORY FOUNDATION, INC. 
2706 West Seventh Boulevard 
Saint Paul 16, Minnesota 

SP AN IS H - MEXICAN CALIFORNIA. [Sacra
mento] , California: Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Fores.try, 1957. 

Vernon W. Roelofs, 50 COLORFUL 
YEARS. Appleton, Wisconsin: The Appleton 
Coated Paper Company, March 29, 1957. 

Roelofs, 100 YEARS. [Oshkosh], Wiscon-
sin: Paine Lumber Co., Ltd., 1953. , 

Karl E. Stansbury, THE FIRST SEVENTY 
YEARS. [Kaukauna] , Wisconsin: Thilmany 
Pulp & Paper Company, (1953J. 
MANUSCRIPTS-- H. H. Chapman, Menom-
inee Indian Timber Case. · 

Chapman, An Historical Account of the 
Two National Forests in Minnesota. 

Charles S. Cowan, History of the Wash
ington Forest Fire Association. 

George B. Engberg, Men for the Fineries: 
Lumber Workers in the Lake States, 1830-
1930. Revision of doctoral dissertation. 
Published quarterly by the Forest History 

· "Foundation, Inc., 2706 West Seventh Boul
- evaTd, St. Paul l-6,Minne-s-ot-a-. 

NONPROFIT ORGAl'{IZATION 

Mr. William Laughead 
328 Pardee Avenue 
Susanvi lle , California 
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Mra Ann Lundquist 
Forest Histor~ Foundation Inc. 
2706 West Seventh Boulevard 
St .Faul 16 r::innesota. 

Dear Hrs. Lund~uist; 

Susanville California 
November 13 1967 

Thanks for your letter of the 7th and the 
information contained therein. 

Hutch must be living pretty high on the hog cruising 
the Pacific • Can you tell me when he is due back home? I 
do not want to hold you up in putting the interview into final 
form but if Hutch will not be gone too long I should go over it 
with him before ma.king any deletions • Now tha t I kn,ow he has 
a copy this will be a simple matter. 

Yours .sincerely 

3 28 Pardee Avenue W.B.Laughead 
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St . Paul , Mi nn. 

Dear Mr. Laughead: 

B y now you will hav e had some opportunity to 
review the transcript of the oral history int erview which W. H. 
Hutchinson made with y ou earlier this year and perhaps you have 
made the corrections and additions you mentioned in an earlier 
letter. As soon as you h ave completed these, please send the 
manuscript back to us and we will make the chan ges on other copies 
which we have on file here. I hope that these changes will not be 
major since it is our hope that the full content of the interview 
can be preserved. It is a very worthwhile addition to our know
ledge of the subject of Paul Bunyan folk lore. 

You will be interested, I am sure, to know 
that I recently made a similar interview with your friend, Jim 
Stevens, in Seattle. Your interview and that with Jim make up 
a very good and authoritative fund of information on a subject 
which is becom•'ing of increasing interest. 

I sincerely hope that y ou are g1vmg serious 
thought to the suggestion I made in an earlier letter concerning 
the permanent preservation of personal papers in your possession. 
Our Foundation library here in St. Paul would be especially pleased 
to have any contributions of Paul Bunyan literature which you might 
be able to give us. 

I will follow up your suggestions relative to 
company records as soon as the opportunity presents itself. Because 
we are a relatively small organization with a large field to cover, 
{the whole continent) we can't always follow up these things as 
quickly as we would like. 

With all best wishes, 

ERM:ee 

Sincerely yours, 

~aM-~ 
El wood R. Maunder, 
Director. 



FOUNOEO BY HARRISON &RAY OTIS, DECEMBER 4, 1BB1 PUBLISHED BY THE TIMES - MIRROR COMPANY 

Uot6 An9ete~ Grime~ 
LOS ANGELES 53 · CALIFORNIA 

MAdison 5-2345 

Nove mbe r 12, 1957 ~ 
3445 • Sycamor e ive . Los Anee l es 16. _) 

r . n, • B • Lau 'r he ad 
328 Psrdee ve . 
Susanville, Calif. 

Dear ill : 

'Ihanks for sending the picture down. I have sent you all your 
other mater i al back unde r separate cover. '.lle p ic ture you sent , I am 
turning in wi th t h e story wh ich have comp leted. I don ' t think that 
we could use the trademark-- too com.~e rcial-- so I am sending that back . 

It was Jim 
Lumbe r Journal . 
you ha d sent it 
re tur n to Jame s 
from y ou . 

tevens who s ent me the artic l e from the Southern 
f irst I g o t the material mixed up and thou ht that 

to me, but the n at the top he ha s written, ple a s e 
tevens; so then I wa s sure I hadn ' t received it 

I i mag i n e that it will be s e ve ral weeks before t h e a rticle a ppears, 
but when it does wi ll s end you a copy . 

I just got out of the h ospita l myself , and I will be away from 
the of •ic e for se vera l months. I fell victim to that tra ditiona l 
a ilment of most new s pape r men- -1 developed a reAl f ine ulcer--h8nce t he 
neces s i ty for a lot o f rest 8nd ca refu l diet . I t is quite difficult t o 
re - adjust one ' s s e lf to I ssure you. 

Hope to s ee j:ou in the s pring when I get ba c k there· a gain . I 
h a ve to p l an on ge Lting that house of mine i n v',e s twood fu rn:i3shed . 1 1 d 
l ike to take off for there r i ght now , b ut the medics won ' t let me. 

With st wishe s, 
/ 

___ ..,__ I 

1 1.'1ur phy 



F m: Lu,;'1 .,, OF PA J.., lWi i , Collected 'by Ba. ◊l W. Felton 

W. B. uiugbe&d : 

the one Named Pete 

Whe1 a lll6,Il gets the r epu tion i n the wood c bei ns ''goo man" it refers 

only to physical prowes • ·requently h is challenged to tight by "goo · men11 from 

other COuau<U.U. 

Ther e was Pete raw·. uYou kn VI Joe Mufraw?" nQu1, two Joe Mut'ra.v , one 

named Pete . " That's t l1e fellov. Arter ete ha.o licked everybody 'between Quebec 

and Bay Chaleur he eterted to look tor Paul Bunynn. He bragged all over the 

country that he ha.a worn out six pair of shoe•pacs looking 'for Paul. Finally he 

•t up with him. 

Paul was plowing with two yoke of steers and Pete Murraw stopped at t he 

brush-:f enee to watch the low cut 1 ts vay right through rocks and stumpa. When 

they reached the end of the furrow Pa.Ul picked up the plow and the oxen with one 

a:rm and turned them around. Pete took one look and then wandered off down the 

trail lmlttering/1Bo~ an' hall! She's lift hox n ' hall . 0 



Mr. :Sill I,1nrphy 
:¾46 South Sycamore Avenue 
Los Angeles 16 Californi a 

Dea!' ~ ill : 

Susnn•1ille 
-.avsmber 18 

,:::ali f o r"'li d 

J.957 

Recieved wi th t he.nk.s e1a t e::.i e.ls retu:cne 0_ a nd. your 
letter of the 12th. 

I s.m very sorr y to heal' about y~ur uJ.cers. Can't you 
come up here for a while '? ~he;r say this smog free s'lil.nshine is 
good for wha tever a ils you . I t would hel· y·on s}l' ke off ,he 
ten cions tha. t ca use ~1 our v,,orry wa:.cts a nd pr€issure bliste1~s. 

Anyhow I arn pulling f or :;,our ea r lJr recovery. 

328 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville 

Sincerely 

W .Bl Lau ::rheaa_ 
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF INSTRUCTION 

Mr. W. B. Laughead 
328 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville 
California 

Dear Mr . Laughead: 

CHICO STATE COLLEGE 
CHICO, CALIFORNIA 

November 22, 1957 

I appreciate very much hearing from you, and I shall 
certainly send you the six copies of the transcript to which you 
refer. I am also enclosing as many of last year's scripts as 
we still have in stock in orde~· that you may catch up on the 
whole series . We are continuing the programs this year, and I 
shall add your name to the mailing list . 

Since our postage budget is somewhat limited, I shall make out 
your check for 1.00 which will be ample to cover your share of the 
postage . 

I have been r eading with considerab e interest t he transcript 
of t he interview W. H. Hutchinson had with you recently. This will 
be, I am sure, a gr eat contributi on to the serious students of 
American folklore. 

I am s orry that I haven 't had the opportunity to talk with you 
personal ]y, but perhaps I can come to Susanville before too long 
and have a taJ.k with you . My friend, "Old Hutch11 Hutchinson, who 
is a true scholar in these matters, has spoken with sincere 
appreciation of the time you spent with him. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Hector Lee 

HL:bh Dean of Instruction 
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Hector Lee, Dean 
Chico State College 
Chico California " 

Susanville California 
February 11968 

To correspondents in a position 
like yours I never know whether 
to write Jfi'ster or. Doc-tor. 

It is a long time since you sent me the transcripts but 
I hope it is not too late to thank you for your ~enerosity. They 
are all interesting~ informative, entertaining and stimulating. 

Have you changed your T.V. hour? . I hHve not been catching 
you at 6 P. M. Sunday. 

. So you met Hutch ani saw a transcript of his tapes ? I 
h, ve to do a lot of revising • 11'hey were supposed to send me an . ...., 
advance copy but did not do so. Jim, Stevens writ-es that Mr. Maunder 
took tap.es from him and he 1s having' the same experience. May be 
Jim is like me. I have always done my thinking with a pencil and 
paper. I am not versed in the tricky art of .dictation , particular-
ly documents for posterity. Trying to do so between rounds of an 
off record chewing mat.ch with a gu;w like Hutch I said a lot of 
things the wrong way• · 

I am lookinf! forward to meeting you and sueh a visit is 
worth serious effort to get to Ghico • As I do not have a car tha t 
sometimes takes some doing. For a joint session with you and Hutch 
I will walk. 

I could not talk to a scholar but I hava a hunch that hot all 
your views of what goe.s on in this complicated Cosmos are made from 
the window of an Ivory tower. W& can find some spots of common 
ground. 

328 Pardee Ave 
Susanville 

Yours very truly 

W.B.Lau.ghead 



unday- 29-IX- 57 

Dear Bill: 

The enclosed copy of a lat ter to Forest Hi story 

Foundation wi ll treat of ma tters and I hope what I have 

done meet s wi th your approval. 

Glad the Advocate used the story . ead ing it, 

I can see a lot of construction that is not good news paper 

copy. Vrote it in a hurry and , as you know, it is easier 

by far to wr i te long than to write short . 

Bi 11, what you w rote about A BAR CRO S MAN 

touched me where i t counted . "A fi t audience, if f ew" 

is about what t he author gets out of a book like that 

a nd coming fr om you, wor ds of pra ise mean something . 

YOU are qualified to give them. 

I hac qockefeller Gr ant-in-aid to do the 

initial pri .ary research at Huntington Libr ary . 

This was in the Fall and winter of 1952/53. upent the 

bes t part of t he next t wo years in my spare time finishing 

up the l oose ends . hen took me six months to write it. 

Final MS was delivered in the summer of 1955 and the 

book appeared in July, ili956. Kept a live wr iting f or t he 

pulps and announc ing li t tle-bitty r odeos, horse-shows, 

etc. vell, li ke Kipling's "Galley Slave" : 11 There 's 

my name upon the deck beam/// et it stand there for a 

snace" J: • 

No mor e for o, Siempre su Vida 
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Dear Hutch: 

Susanville California 
September 24 1967 

Rere are the two 8xl0 prints you liked Jam at Camden 
Place and Load on Four orse S1ed,1

, T h'.,:. a. copies ., ade which were 
delivered today. 

A·~1so , since y ou left I found a bun ch of repri ntti of a 
series of dra.1,vings " Old ·1:imers Will 1i0n eT•1 0r " I t::iu.efor -t~1.ce 
'l'ira'berman in 1 ~)4G • rhere were twelve in the sched'.lle and here are 
eleven of them • 'I'he :ni sslni:::: one flhOwEid t.h e r i ver d.ri ve • If i t shows 

u p I viill ,,eni::. :i.t to ~, ou. 11:he s e m.:.1.y give ~yr ou t h e icten. of ,.;j ome 
• phase~ of pine loggi ng in t:!~e I.F.l.J!: C! t ate s ut tl1E. tur·.1 ,) f the <.;ern;ury 

bot teT t k1n I C(Juld cle scr i oe i t for you. 

0ne subject ~igh ~heels is typical of California when I 
came to Westwoo d in 19 ~; 2 . • 'l1ho othe::- te:n ~-:. :::- c -:i:i:2.1.: Sta tes logr-inf.r• 

'rhe:r did have t\ -fo:r hi tth \':heeJ s ~i i r..il&.r to tr.i., i n l iinnesots 
·.i;hen I ;7as there bnt not mnny. tiummer loegtng v,.ras r e.rel;r d.one and 

"' then it woulci. pe a lake:-shore or river-shore chance. Logs woulu. be 
.t, dr agged. to the wster· one a t a time on travoi s • '.Phis was 1.1 small 

sled li t.e rig llnd.e-r the front encl o.f the lo&• 

I sa.v, these high wheels in 1'4innee:,ot4 only once. On a 
Swti.mer job the contractor was going broke trying to haul log s over 
soft ground on narrow tired horse trucks. Be dug µp & few sets of 
wheels somewhere but they were .rotted. ir1 the hubs . By the time his 
wood butchers had them rebuilt the job was over. 

I thought that maybe these drawings will be useful to 
you so here · . they are. If you think of e.nythlng else I might have 
that you oan use let me know. 

Best Regar a.s 

W. B. Laughead 
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The sawmill setting of the 1002nd Engineer Forestry Battalion is located on the very 
road over which the infamous "death march" of Bataan took place in 1942. Logs came 
in by truck and tractor. Note the extensive use of gravity rolls for handling lumber. 
An everlasting struggle with mud was fought in the woods and around the mill yard. 

, 
One of the 14 circular mills operated by the 1002nd Forestry Battalion in the Pacific 
theater. This one is equipped with a SO-inch circular headrig and cut about 10.000 fee t 
of hardwood lumber a day. Saws were changed every two hours. 
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BATTLE FOR 
LUMBER IN 
THE PACIFIC 

AN EXCELLENT photographic rec
.fi ord has been made of the ex-

ploits of the 1_002nd Eng ineer 
Forest ry Battalion, wh ich performed 
prodigious feats of lumber production 
in New Guinea and later in the Phil ip
pines, firs t at Leyte and next on Bataan 
Pen ins ula. On these pages are a few pic
tures of the outfit in action. 

Recrui ted for the most part from 
green lads, who never handled a saw or 
an axe in their li ves, the battalion was 
whi pped into a fi rst-class lumber outf it 
by Lt. Col. Joseph E. McCaffrey of Mo
bil e, Alabama, commandi ng officer, as
sisted by Ma jor A.G. Jacobson of G ill
ham, Arkansas, and a nucleus of non
commiss ioned officers w ith lumber and 
logging experience. 

T he scenes presented are on Bataan 
Peninsula, at a site on the very road over 
which the infamous " death march " took 
p lace in 1942 , when thousands of Amer
ican and Fi li pino t roops perished en
route from Bataan to Camp O 'Donnell. 

Our fores t ry t roops, such as the 1002-
nd Forestry Battalion, became extremely 

THE TIMBERMAN 



•Mid-Columbia River lumber 

concern finds flume trans

portation satisfactory after 

many years of actual expe

rience. Description of one of 

the few remaining enter

prises of its kind in the West. 

make a flat surface. Otherwise a large 
cane may strike a slight obstruction and 
rip a hole in the flume. Ac a number of 
points there are gates, where the water 
flow can be quickly diverted, or where 
lumber for maintenance can be stopped. 

Inspection and repair of the flume is 
a year 'round job for one man. Annual 
maintenance, which includes re-building 
of certain sections each year, takes a 
small crew. The owners estimate that 
during the 23 years of operation, they 
have practically rebuilt the entire nine 
miles. 

Cat-walk Along Flume 

This job of inspection and mainten
ance is no small chore. A catwalk made 
of 2xl2 's runs the entire length of the 
flume, following the hill side. The flume 
cakes off from the mill, drons down 
into the valley and pokes along on a 
fairly even grade for several miles, with 
an occasional spurt. As it approaches the 
break down into the Columbia River 
Gorge, the pitches get steeper and the 
water starts " talking." Over the can
yons it crosses on sti les and at one place 
it is 75 feet above the ground . When 
the flume finally gets down into the 
big gorge it hangs to the sides of cliffs 
and drops in long dips and sweeps, 
winding up in a level screech near the 

D. M. Stevenson, who looks after the up
per plant and supervises the logging op
erations of the Broughton firm. 

New trimmer and roll case are being installed at the sawmill, together with other im
provements which will increase the efficiency of the operation. The flume takes off at 
a point on th right side of the picture. 

planing mill and emptying into a wide 
flat bottomed section where the canes 
can be sorted and diverted. 

Up co this year, the terminal arrange
ment was a simple pair of idler rolls 
over which the timbers and water boch 
rolled, the water dropping through co a 
wasceway. But the wee material carried a 

· lot of water over onto the chain deck, 
so a new terminal is being built con
sisting of several rolls in an onen case 
which will lee the water drain off. 

Lumber from the flume goes onto the 
green chain, a few feet over co the re- -
saw deck for one or more passes as re
quired, and it goes out over the cable 
green chain for stacking for the Hyster 
carrier. The green chain consists of four 
cables running in grooved pulleys sec 
sliightly above the deck . Pull-off ro lls 
along the sides of the chain save a lot 
of heavy work. 

Increasing Yard Facilities 

The storage yard, occupying the level. 
pares of a considerable trace with the 
basalt outcroppings characteristic of chis 
pare of the Columbia Gorge, is being 
leveled . The old docks have been corn 
out, and by dint of blasting powder, 
shovel, and a couple of tractors, several 
acres will be leveled and paved, with 
further extensions as required. 

Pride of Harold Broughton is the 
planing mill. Here everything runs on 
roller bearings. There are so many mo
tors the switch panel covers a whole · 
wall , and while the plant is compact, ·' 
the offbearers are out of sight of the 
feeder and have electric signals by which 
to communicate. 

Cants entering the mill on rolls can 
be put direct through _a 16x20 Stetson

(Contintted on page 58 J 

Flume terminal at planing mill, where V
section gives way to flat channel. (Shown 
dry during repair operations. 

View of the .green sorted , at Underwood. 
Four cables run in rollers'. N~te pull-off 
rolls at side. 

4J .. 
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LANDING eoss KEPT UNL0A0I.NG POINT$ .sc.-.TTl!RED. 
ANO ROT,-.Tl!D .._..... ~OT l..ANOI.NG- AllllST NOT .SPREAD 

"TOO FAR. f"OR 15.CONOM ICAL. eooM ING-

(&} 
~ J,...J!lf' , ENn 5TAMPI.NG-

--~ 
, · ------
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·,i;:;~:~~-~ij~i~I 
PORTABLE. 5HACK. 

A REFUGE. F""ROM ICY WINDS 
W,.A.TE.FL ON THE ICE:.. WAITING T"OR LOAOS -AND F0lu 

THAT J..ATI! TRIP-1.0NGAFTl!la DAIUC.. 
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OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER • • • 
============== BY W. B. LAUGHEAD============== 

I. BUNK HOUSE filled with two-tier muzzle lo.ad
ing bunks. 2. OFFICE. The Big Shot is going to 
town, driving team with sleigh bells, charcoal 
footwarmer and all. 3. COOK HOUSE. Tarpaper 
addition in front is the warehouse. At the rear 
a choreboy is delivering water. 4. ROOT CELLAR 

MAY 1946 

where potatoes , carrots and other root vege
tables were stored for winter use. 5. FILER'S 
SHACK where the saws were kept in shape for 
crew. 6. BLACKSMITH AND WOOD BUTCHER'S 
SHOP. The wood butcher is hewing a bunk for 
a log sled. 7. BARNS OR HOVELS . 

-1.l'/('V·')J; 
~ ., 

\/i,\\lu, ,~ ... ~•' 
,,,I 

,~Jg, J0v 
-~ ;~,-!~~Ji ,\ \( 

1
1- I v~w 

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES: At the right rear is 
the water hole. Filtered water, it was. The big
gest wigglers were strained out with a gunny 
sack. It was good water and did not taste 
(much) of the barns until spring. Back by the 
tree!' is the washing grounds where the boys 
boiled up on Sundays. 
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AMONG .TRUCKS AND TRAILERS ON DISPLAY AT SPOKANE 

' - J 

White super special logger, with American Machine Works trailer, shown by Jones 
White Truck Co. of Spokane. Self-loading trailer. 

Kenworth model 548 with Cummins HHBS diesel motor, 4-speed main transmission, 
Timken rear axle, Paul Bunyan trailer. Shown by Spokane Kenworth agency. 

Peterbilt heavy duty logger, model 335 DT, with Fruehauf trailer, equipped with Hydro
tarder, displayed by P. J. Oldershaw, Spokane dealer. 
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from Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
Montana. Emmit Aston of Biles-Cole
man Lumber Co., Omak, Washington, 
served as chairman of the panel. 

It was reported in general, that the 
western states have been lenient during 
the war years in the matter of load limi
tations but that the peacetime statutes 
must again prevail. The extra service 
performed by the highway systems of 
the West has left its mark in costly pro
gram of repairs and rebuilding soon to 

get under way. The states represented 
are in favor of uniform load and length 
regulations, it was apparent from the· 
opinions voiced. 

Larger Loads Wanted 

Emmit Aston expressed the belief 
that some roads can stand heavier loads 
than others, and that this fact ought to 
be taken into consideration. He insists 
that properly designed large trucks are 
easier on ro.ads than lighter equipment. 

Phillip N eff of the U. S. Forest Serv
ice, Missoula, Montana, declared that 
new access roads to be built in the na
tional forests in his region, will be en
gineered to handle gross loads up to 
150,000 pounds. Such roads will be 26 
feet wide and be capable of accommo
dating trucks with 12-foot bunks. 

E. C. Rettig of Potlatch Forests, Inc., 
Lewiston, Idaho, spoke on fire protec
tion and related matters. His company 
has succeeded in cutting down smoking 
in the woods during the fire season 
through a campaign of education. 

Among the latest developments in 
equipment to be tried out this season 
will be the fog fire-fighter developed by 
the Food Machinery Corporation of San 
Jose, California. These units will be 
placed on winch lines so they can be 
hauled into the woods by tractors. It is 
expected that they will give quick serv
ice on small fires and can be delivered 
to areas where it would be extremely 
difficult to drive a fire truck. 

Radio Deemed Useful 

R. W. Olin of the Potlatch organi
zation is hopeful that greater progress 
in fire detection and communications 
will be made when radio equipment is 
read ily available and when the Federal 
Communications Commission recognizes 
that forest fires are entitled to an emer
gency rating in the matter of wave length 
assignments. 

T. S. Goodyear, state forester of 
Washington, complimented the pine re
gion for the excellent fire record during 
194S. Of the total acreage burned over 
in the state during that year, only 12 per 
cent was in the pine area east of the 
Cascades. The manpower outlook for 
fire detection and suppression is better 
this year than last, reported Mr. Good-

THE TIMBERMAN 
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THE. LOG HOl.ST 
("HI STE.") 

THAT SUPPLANTE.D Tl-IE DRIVE... 
,vllM RAlL HAULS UP jO '300 II/Ill~~ 

Tt--lE. 1-\00K'E...R.... 

MASl~R.. OF' .SPLIT•S'ECONO TIMING
-4 o,. !5 LOG~ A MINUT~ F"OR. A 
141-• HOUR.. ~OQ,KING DA/ . 

(NUMBER 9 OF A SERIES OF 12 ) 

THE TIMBERMAN 



OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER • ..•• <Jiu,, </Dk SkJ 
============= BY W. 8. LAUGHEAD============= 

L.: ... :J 

-----=-

64 

I YOU CAN THR.O 
YOUR. T~SS_IC 

~ 
THe STAR..,T 1!.~F"OR,E DAYI.IGHT 
ce. Luxe TRANIP0llT1'TION TO C::Af1 .. 
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Mr. James ~·tevens 

Susanville Cali for.ni.a 
:.-0.::mn';_;e:.r G 1957 

West Ccaf?t Lnmbermens Association 
Sea ttlo >N1:1.shin~ton 

Dear Jim: 

Tell me something. fiowc omE: that Bill t_urphy, feature 
writer for the Los Angeles Ti mes ha.1.l a copy of the Southern 
Lumbar Journal Dec. '5½ that he recievecl from you.? This carried 
a piece about the ?.ei :?i Yer l ·s.ul Bunyan and some of m~- timber 
-pai nt i ng·s. I have be:an wor-deri :og wh;'/ ;y ou s ent it to hj_m • Does 
it also carry som·~thing per t inent to ~;,rou tht:3.1· I missed_ reading ? 

1'h e way I le:1rnea_ of it .Bill wrote to me asking for a photo 
of the F1?.11l Bu:ny9.n. pa.intJ_:-ig. lie tn0ught a t the t i me tl".:a t he had 
rec ieved t :hn magazine from me a lo:ng with some ocher Paul Bunyan 
matt1riA.l. Then he checked and said that yonr r e turn was on it. 
I am thinking- that ma.( be he is doing a stor;y~ wi t h ~rou and. this w~s 
inelude1 in other mater·i al he has from you. 

I 

'J1his a11 started from a ·piece in the Susanville :paper tha t 
the Forest History Foundation had nent 1~uteh Hutchinson here to 
run a tape with me on ., CH1 Hi Ver ' s .Pa-u1 :Bunyan • 1-furphy caught it 

came in h ere with t he idea h e mig~t find a storv for the Times. I 
gave ·M.m s ome source r.H3.te-r ial. ., 

l t a pp ears thhnt the r·ounds.tion is j_nterestect in the old 
controversy ( you bow all about it ) over t he authenticity of 
})au 1 :Bunyan as a folklorf; figtre. By the v-:ay d i d you catch the, 
st8. teroont in •fHU.S l ~s t f ebruary thet Paul .Bunyan iE> fskelore, 
not Folklore ? 

Mr . Maw.1.d.er wti tes that he has ju. f, t run a tape with you 
on it. n ow t hat is 0:ne that I would sure like to hear. There 
is no one so well informed and with y our power of expre.ssion to 
give the scholastie hair splitters a ba.d tiine. 

Ma~vbe I could borrow ;your copy 01. the transcript '? 

If ll urphy is doing a story with you v1ill you le t me know 
the :publication date so I can send. for a copy ? 

and 

I have had a big bang out of every line I have had from you 
sine you wrote me from Ber:..d. that you had sold the Tl11: GK ])UCK DINNER 
to 11onken • i lot of logs have gone u.own r: v.er since tha t d.aj,--. 

Take her e.tea.dy a.nd r.L,:.cing her tough. 

3 28 Pardee A.ve 
Susanville Califo rnis. 

You.rs 



Dear Bill: 

719 andolph Place 
Seattle 22~ · ash . 
:ranuary 21, 1953 ~ f 

Sorry, sorry, sorry---and forgive all the delay in 
answering your auery of December 6. My r e tirement was 
more confusing tha n my discharge from the r my in 1 919, 
and that is a story I've never been able auit e to 
straighten. The c l imax was an i nfect ion ln my only 
opera ting eye, so all let ters were just se t aside . 

By no w of course you have seen Bill Murphy ' s fine stor y--
or so 1 t s eems to me . le had several excha ng es, a nd I was 
g lad i n eed to h a ve had a copy of SL fo r Dec. 54 to send 
to Bill, and will be g ladde r to ~ it it ba ck . I' m writing 
h im for it toda y too. The eye i s in tolerable s hape 
a gain. I should add that as soon as the t h ing was usable 
I touched not h i ng for a couple of weeks b ut the t h ird draft 
for a little juvenile on which andom House gave me a 
contra ct in Se p tember . I h a d to have t he manuscr i pt in 
pronto or millx mi ss the f a l l ub l ication . I ' ll let you 
kno~ ore about it when the e al is f i nally c i n ched up . 

=1 ood Vaunder ,as here and taped me up last fall. He 
was happy about your production. The bes t t hing in mine 
is t he part in which I p laced yau in the histor y of mer ican 
f olklore alon side . Davy Crockett . Tha t i s , he published 
is Frontier f olk tales to p romote his p oli t ical c a r e er. 
ou first p ubli shed yo urs to _p romote Paul unyan P ine, 

This was the Li n c ol n me t h od. It s bas i s is th t of the 
parable s o f Jesus, who ha s never bee n iven t he cred it t hat 
is His due as a master storytelle r . h o mas J e f fe r son 

i g ea up a vers i on of the Gos . els for himsel f in which 
~e kept al l the parable s, wh ile deleting the mira cles. I 
d on' g o so far , but if I were co mpelled to take my c hoice 
I' d g o alon with Jeff . 

I mis sed that TUE phoney, ma inl y on p urpose , fo r I hea rd 
about it. Providence disposes of al l such issue s, and there 's 
no t much that you and I can do a bout th is ma t~er . 111 , 
t he st or y i s th thing . I pred i ct t h at peopl e will g o on 
reading your s t ories, in t h e ir form , f or t he appe al tha t 
ha s abided i n t hem alwa ys . nd so they will , in regard 
to my stuff, i f its stor y values surv ive changes in story 
a p preci a tionx by readers. Be of g ood cheer. Keep wonderful ! 
v ioh best wishes . My trans cr i p t copy is be i ng d r as t c a lly 
e dited . S o much I d i d not ouite mea n to say . I ' ll be 
·lad t o send you i na l c opy.O · 

r . W. ""' . LauP-head 
328 ard e e ve . 
usanvil l e , Ca l if . 

s~ 

~ 
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Mr. James SteTens 
719 Randolph Place 
Seattle 22 Wash. 

Dear Jim: 

SusanTille California 
February 3 1958 

Any word from you is an eTent particularly your 
letter of Jan 21. 

I will be looking for your Random Bouse book as I haTe for 
eTerything you mTe written and I hope you will let me see your 
tape transcript when you get it in shape. I know it will be good 
reading for you are the boy to do the job. Background, positiTe 
opinions and the ability and , temp~r -to tell 'em • 

As for your plug for me of course I want to see that. You 
know .Jim you ha.Te always been oTer-generous to me and :. I hau 
been·-deeply grat,eful. Red RiTer' s publications and trade journal 
adTertising may haTe broken the ice and reached a number of 
cross-section people but it was 1our hard coTer books that reached 
the literary :fielt\ and carried the gospel to the world at large. 
To make it good you are the word craftsman and creatiTe mind of 
the Paul .;3unyan field . d fortunately your blisters are on your 
hands and -not your butt. 

I ha.Te to OTerha.~l the transcript of my tape. They were to 
send m~ an adTance .draft· but did not do so. I '"!as taped by 11Hutch" 
Hutchinson a profe~~ional historian but a ~e~+ Guy who got h.iS 
stuff the hard way_. The Tisi t with him was a rare priTelege f c 

I haTe always done my thinking with pencil papar and sweate The 
tricky art of dictation~ particularly documents for posterity ~ts 
not my line • Trying to do it in time out between rounds of off the 
resord chewing with a character like Hutch I aaid too many things 
the wrong way. 

Reference to _ ·rniracles always reminds me of two friends of 
old days, Peterson and Prenk • Peterson was unlettered,a non
churchman with a good IQ and an open mind. Prenk an atheist with 
the self satisfied intolerance of the totally i 0 .1orsnt • This 
tim3 Prenk's argument was a.gsinst miracles. u How could a man 
walk on water?" 11 Prenk," said Peterson , ·1 If you really KNEW 
you could walk on water you could 11 "Haw" sneered Prenk" If I 
threw this hatchet out of the baot would it noat 1'' Peterson tried 
to explain the lifference between belief and faith , a job tl'lhere 
better--..men·-~ haTe failed • 11 Now listen carefully Prenk. If you Knew 
the axe would float it would " • 0Terboard went the axe and Prenk 
yelled 11 Yust vat I tot". Telling me about it l' eterson said 
11 Do you know that swi"fel head still thinks r..., won the argument." 

Murphy wwritea that you are planning a trip to Los Angeles. 
If you driTe could you poss1bl• make a aetour to SusanTille Y At 
Red Bluff on Hy 99 turn Rast • Its 115 miles on Hy 36. I am 
here most of the time but you could phne care Mt. Lassen Hotel 
number ~01 to preTent a wild goose- · ch..9.se/ 

✓.-- Take good care of that eye • Don't let any pressure driTe 
If you into abusing it. Taint worth it. 

328 Pardee ATe 
SusanTille 

[ 

Yours 

VJ . B.Laughead 
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tria."1,-, --.-system ·and';·th~ 1'n· -:: 

. cre·ase'. 'in.·judici~f m:anpbw) 
·• . · • r ., . ... . . - -J , , ,. ,, ; .: 

er;_ ~e 1=,qs Ang_eles ,C<?lll'.ltY; : 
Superior ;.Court ended '1957 i . . . • .. ... . •• I 
more ·than . ever • bpgged 
down in 'the·. welter' of -~n) 
-tr~~d case~.. f .:~ ~ • • : : 

Quick ,i'ccess · to_. civjl: jl!s•· 
tice seemed more u'natfain-·, 
~hie than ever; But ·:few ~·of . 
tl-1e"judg~~ ·and the .lawy,~rs' 
in ·a position to. stuay the, 

. workings . of the .. court had · 
more -than minor , criticism 
for . the ·_p1:etrial .shortc_ut : to 

_ ju~tic~ .. . _ . -~ ~ .. _ .. ~ ~~ <!., • ., ) : i 

· Al worst, the· consensus 
· seemed, to, -1:i~ tliaJ -1fretr1ar 
d jd ,no· .harm .and . may _hav'~ · 
prevented th~--'cm.frf' Il'om ·. 
faliing-:' ~v·er , ta;i'ili~r.: behlnc;i,,' 

. in ·getting-· Ic,:iwsµits :~to. t~ia,I • . 

. At -best; th'e most ;ehthusi• · 
astic rrackers ·of -the 11e,i pro,. 
_ced1:frf 'fh_ough_( ) ( c~t. ·;_tj)_~· 
average trial time of cases . by ~5 % . .- ; .: : . ... :_· .,., ,; · .. _· · 
,···,' 'Bfg 'Increase· cit.eel ~ ·'tt, 
·. :But . · Uie-.. ·fact ' rem'~i~ecl 
that as "of.'Jan. 1,··1957,, ~th°e 
court ··.,had ,oh ·_ its- :: c:Ioc}{et 
10,271' ra~es -- r~adY, ,fqr __ tJ i</,J 
and that 11 moriths . later, 0,1,1 · Dec: l ;' tli'e ·numBei-11.had ' iti'.. 

' , c~'easect _; to : ',i2 73or-::ahd. I 
. r.ea:chea-:~-P1>'rcf:k1tri.•al. 'el} · 

I 13,000 }he first :of. 1his tyeab. 1 
'.,;_.:Jn' tezrri:ts·6t~uine 1i"mea:ns . 

j 
: that" ju·ey: qaS~st n.i>.w ·.ap_e ;p.~ .. 

, , -· · · · · • • , - . .,. •,· ,• , . . . . _, .. ,.,.,. ! ·n?•-" !Jiv;1n;ut,:ial , da~ ,.1, .. :·. 
1 ·• ·LEGEN,DARY LOGG.ER-Poul Bunyan, as depicted in a pointing by Williiilt-f'l ·ifl.:- :,;·1 {w)n ..• . ~?(fqrrf•1ne::•' '· ,,· 
·: '• ~}::5l~~~e9f,i .of: -~USOl')V},11,e, It · wgs Laughead who_ mode the fi r~t drawi~gs 9f~l~!1~1,. fYfY , 'r,ft.;•tt;~Jji;;;'.."' .~:.·r 
t J-~~~~~f1fff~1~~ :fI>[:}'::., ~f.J!~~ .. {f-~:_:} ;, ~e,~:9,. 1.~.!~~6~:.,: 0.~f~.~~~}0.u.~9i_~~P~i(J'I: · i;~· 

ij •. ,., •"' • 0 ~-- ,,, • ,• ~ • • • J • • • \< " ' • " ' • ·, ' • 1,-ill.'Af.l ' -
_. __ _ I • .:,. 1 _ ,c_ ,,_~ . .J. ., _ ,. . ....._ -- . ._ • ■ - ~• - •-~1/•. ~~__;,,tfJ_) .! ~• ~ 





· · •,• ·· 

'PAUi•,BllJNYAM-~~. !i'1 
Coritinu·e·d fro~ First ·Page .: about. Paut ;Saici they wer 
about ·this farilous , logger: intere~ted,_ in the (tales_: froi 
The Red:. River 1Lumber ,Co.' a _ prop~g~~da . sta~dpomt, ' 

. printed a bpoklet-which ~was sent _hrm ~~ : book. · . . 
distributed to ' its -cu·stomers. In _ 1951, · a · Vladrvosto 
It was greeted-with -apathy: n_ew~pape_r: cl_~imed·th~t Ru: 
Few of the people in the sran Jo~ger:s ·fi~s~ ·m~de u 
indµstry . kneo/ . ,who. Paul the s:ot!es 9f_ a giant WO!)d: 
Bunyc!n was .,and cared_ less. man. Hrs ~ame. was Pauls1 

Pa'.ul b~longed to_ the: I?eri Bunyanovitch. 
who .worked · in: the woods. Collector ·of Legends 

. He ; was the -hero · of · every Jarries Stevens · of :seattl1 
logging ; ca,mp. : _No -o!le .else a vetera~ , of. many years i' 

. was interested: Then ~~me the logging" busiriess, ,· an 
of . the booklets began to .fall the author of a collection c 

· into the hands of the pu~l!c.: Bunyan l e g ,en d s himsel1 
Here · 'was · Paul . Bunyan; sums up. the sfory .like· thi, 

not on!y a master logger., ' 'It is a true :American le!! 
.- b:-'"t an _org~nizer -wh? kept end now, for · Paul Bunya1 

his lumberjacks happy by as he stands today is absc 
ca tering to their mammoth lutely American from hea1 
appetites. At the camp on to foot. He visualizes th, 
the Big Onion, for instance, American love of tall tale. 
co?ks s~ated arou_nd t~e and . tall doings. He has be 
skillet ,vrth hams on their come the creation of whol1 
f~e t to grease it for the generations of men. Thou 
pancakes. Boys rode bicycles sands of narrators by far 
up a~d down the tables, flung campfires have con 
dropping the cakes off when tributed their mites 'to tht 
called for. Paul fed his men classtcal picture _ of him, anc 
pea_ soup_ that came but of he at least will live as lon! 
a giant pipeline. ·· · , as there is a forest for hii 

Four-Horse Sleds · refuge, as long as there · are 
A visi tor at one of Paul's sha~~ws and . whispers ol 

camps was astonished to see treei;. . . 
a crew of men unloading L?ughead gaze~ mto- the 
four-horse logging sleds· at fir~. , , · ' . 
the cook shanty. They ap- - 01 ~aul s probably up m 
peared to be . rolling logs t~e high timb~r nearb~'. 
into a trap door froiv. .which right now, choppm~ away! 
poured clouds of steam. h~ reflet~ed, rappmg his 

"Th t' h .k f 1 pipe agamst the hearth. 
a_ s a ec O a Pace Then he winked. 

to land logs," he remarked. __________ _ 
. "Them ain't logs," grinned • . · 
a cook. "Them's sausages for Crossing Guard 
the teamsters' breakfast." J b · A. • 1 bl. . 

Bunyan was alsq a think- 0 _ S · yQ·I O e 
er. • Once · hi_s t imekeeper, - The City Civil Service De

y J?hnny Inks~nger, was run- partment yester:day urged 
s nmg out of mk. persons interested in part-
e Two' Barrels Left tirrie work to' file applications 
r "I only have two barrels for jo?s of school . ctqssing 
r left Mr. Bunyan " he la- guards: . \ . , 
- -me~ted. "How _arr{ I to get _·-Applications will ·be · ac-
1 through the winter?!' •. 1 cepted -until. 5 p.m. t?mor
. "Just leave off dotting the row, . T_l:).ere is no_ maxim~m 

i's and crossing the t 's and age lrrrut for the -.J~bs ~h1~h
you'll save .ink for the nee·- pay $1.58 an hour. I 
essary :writing and figuring. 
When the spring ink supply 
comes in, · you can · go . over 
your. ,})oaks again." .' , 

It worked. 
-. ;" Jt , was ·. then · tha't the 
storme broke," La.ugh·ead ex
plained. ' 'Requests for·· the 

I p~klets -poured in from' all 
over the United States. Arid 
p..ot ~j'.µ s·f :front. . chJld_r~n; 
Th~re. ~were~c pl1mty-; from 
adults. - ' ·- . ·. · , 



PnE:,,.TJC E BLOJ~UEL 

ROUTE 1, U0X. Tl !: 

'\\• 1:sSLOW, '\\' A.SUISG TOS 

Mr . William Laughead , 
Sus.111ville, California. 

Dear Sir: 

January 6, 1958 . 

In the Fall Newsletter of the Forest 
History oundation I read tat you were 
the author of the Paul Bunyan stories pub
lished by t he Red River Lumber Company. As 
I remembe r these to be the best of the 
various versions that have come to my 
attention , I would like to secure a copy 
and wonder if you coulct le t me know if and 
where .my of these are available . 

!ours very truly, 

~~ 

pb/g 



PRJ!:N'l'ICE BLOEDEL 

R OUTE 1 , U0X fl ~ 

'\\"lNSLOW, '\\"' A8ll l.SGTO:-: 

Mr •• B. Laughead , 
328 Pardee Avenue, 
Susanville , California . 

Dear Mr . Laughead : 

March 10, 1958 . 

The l i ttle Paul Bunyan book
let arrived quite some time back now and 
I have r ead it over again . My memory 
did not mislead me . It had the same 
ring of authenticity that I had expected. 
It is safely put away with other memorabilia 
of that golden age of logging . 

Many thanks for your t rouble. 

Yours very truly, 

pb/g 
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Mr. Laughea , 
Susanuille, Calif. 

Dear Sir:-

North Hollywood, C .lif 
J an. 8th, 1958 

I r ead your arti c le in t he Lo s Angeles Ti mes and am 

very i n terested i n it as my f a t her· had several Lumber C mps in 

norther n Minnesota when you worked i n t h em. I believe was about 

that time. ha t I 'm int er ested in knowi ng is t his--Did you ever 

hear of Charley Colbroth and John Colbroth. Charl ey wa s my father. 

I lived in the l umber camps a s a child. My f a t her also had lumber 

camps in Uisconsin, near Super i or lso nea r t 1 ·n ce l l ed Maple . 

I rememb er t h e Cook Shanty , t h e Root house t h e Toa t Team and the 

,anigan. I'm not :::_uiet sure wha t t h e · ni gan was. }hat I didn't 

remember about t h e c amps, my mother told me. 

Th e Lumb er Camps I r efer to were the ones th a t hauled 

t h e logs on s led to the river and flo a ted th em down t he river to 

the Mills. I remen ber t h e Road Monkey and t he iced ruts for the 

sleds nd t h e long hours t h e drivers of th e s leds had to do. Had 

to haul a certa in amount of loads to the Landing, I beli e ve they 

called it. I believe t he driver s we r e called teamster s. Am I ri ght 

on t hat. Ther e was a town i n North rn ~i nne sot a named Col broth 

after my f a t her and uncle. I don' t know jus t were it is and don't 

know if the name still s st nds. 

In t he s u er my f ather wa s enga6e wit 

building the 
Grea t Northern t hro gh t 

· e West, 

Jim 11111 

I 

I 



the Dokatos when he wa s taken sick and dies bef ore it was completed. 

~ould li ke to hear f rom you, 

Mrs. M. Vollhaber, 
4507 Van Noord, 
North Hollywood, California 

I 
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SEVEN. NEN WENT ~INGING INTO HEAVEN 

' "'One of tb.e strangest experiences in rey- iife is connected with war, 11 says 
Nordenberg, an eminent engineer in Finland. 

· 11-I offered rey- services to the Government and w3.S appointed an officer in General 
VJahnerheim 1s arntf. It was a terrible time. We beseiged the town. It had been taken bf 
the Red arrzy and ve re-too1c it. A numb0r of Red prisoners were under my guard. Seven 
of them were to be shot at ~awn on ~1onday. I shall never forget the preceding Sunday. 
The seven doomed men were kept in the bas0ffient of th8 town hall. In the passage I1\Y men 
stood at attention with their rifles. 

"The atmosphere was filled with hatred. lvW soldiers were drunk with victory and 
taunted their prisoners, who swore 3.s rnuch as they could and beat the walls with their 
blcoding fists~ Others calletj for their wives and children who were far away. At dawn 
they were all to die. 

"We had the victory, that was true enough; but the value of this seemed to 
diminish- as the night advanced. I began to wonder whether there did not rest a curse 
on arms whichever sidd used them. 

"Then something happened; one of the men doomed to death begm to sing! 'He is 
mad!' was everybody I s first thought. But I h-J.d noticed this man, Koskinen, had not 
raved and cursed like the others. Quietly he had sat on his bench, a picture of utter 
despair. Noboey said anything to hi111 - ca.ch was carrying his burden in his own way and 
Koskinen s:mg, rather waveringly at first, then his voice grew stronger and filled out, 
and bec.1me natural :md free. All the prisoners turned and looked at the singer who now 
seemed to be in his element: 

'Safe in the arll'.S of Jesus, Safe on His gentle brest, 
There by His love o'ershaded, Sweetly !Tl')' soul shall rest. 
Hark, 'tis the voice o.f an[f:ds, Borne in a song to me 
Over the fields of glory, Over the jasper sea.' 

"Over and over ag-1in Koskinen sang that verse and when he finished everjY'one was 
quiet for a few minutes until a wild-looking individu~l broke.out with 'Where did you 
~et th'lt, you fool? Are you trying to make us religious'," 

"Koskinen looked at his comrades and his eyes filled with tears. Thon he nsked 
quietly: 1Comracles, will you :listen to me for a minute? You askGd me where I got this 
song:_ it was one I used to hear IT\Y mother sing. At first I also laughed at this song but 
it got me. It is cowarclJ...v to hide your boliefs: th~ God Jey' mother believed in has now 
become IT\Y God also. I cannot tell you how it happened, but I know that it hns happened. 
I lay awako l:ist ni~ht and suddenly I felt thn.t I h-~d to find the Saviour J.nd to hicil in 
Him. Then I prnyod--like the thief on the Cross--that Christ would forgive me and cleoos1.; 
nw sinful soul, and make me ready to stand before Him whom I should :meet soon. It was 
a stran[_;e ni.z,ht,' continued Koskinen. 'There were times when everything seemed to shine 
around me~ Verses from the Bible. and from the Song Book came to Il"J mind. They brought a 
ncssagc of the crucified Saviour and the Blood thut c canse:, from a 1 s·n 1st John 1, 
Ver.7, and of the Home He has prepare for us. I thanked Him, accepted it, and since 
then this verse has been sounding inside me. It was God 1 s answer to rry• prayer,1. I could 
no longer keep it tc ?n)rscJ.f! Within a few hours I r,hall be with th(; Lord, saved by His 
grace. 1 

11.Koskint3n 1s face shone as by an inward light. His comrades sat there quietly. He 
himself stood there transfixed. ?-hr soldiers were listening to what this Red revolution
ary had to say. 

11. •rou are right, Koskinen, 1 said one of his comrades at last. 1 If only I knew that 
there is mercy for me, tool But these hands of mine have shed blood and I have reviled 
God and trampled on all that is holy. Now I realize that there is c1, Hell and that it is 
the proper place for 11\e~ 1 He sank to the ground with dispair depicted on his face. 
'Pray for me Koskinen, 1 he groaned, •tomorrow I shall die and nv soul will be in tha 
hands of the devil! 1 And there these two Red soldiE,rs went down on their knees and 
prayed for each other. It was no long prayer, but it opened Heaven for both, and we who 
listened to it forgot our hatred. It melted in the light from Heaven for here two men 
who were soon to die sought reconciliation with God. A door l~ading into the invisible 
stood ajar and we were entranced by the sight, 

"Let me tell you shortly that biJ the time it was four o 1clock all Koskinen •s. com
rades had followed his example and began to prc\Y• The change in the atmosphor1J was in
describable. Some of th0m sat on the floor, others talked of spiritual things. · 

- "Tho night had almost gone a.nd day was dawning. No one h.:1.d h~d a moment's sleep. 
'Sing the sonG once more for us, Koskinen, 1 said one of them. And you should have heard 
!·'hom .,;l"I"."! 1,f,-+. "1"11,r t.h ,-,+. c,nl"lr1 hn+ ,ro'l"~P~ :'ll"lrl r-hn'l"llC:,OC: lnnr, forrnt.t ,.,.-n r.,qmP. forth t'r('lf!: 



s•:: l, _,ii . .11,, J'uu. .:. uu.J. : AJ. ·oe: yui... L,.L ·_y.u1g 1.,u !;:.::.Ke us reJ.1.1-uo u;; 1·• 
"Koskinen looked at his comrades and his eyes-filled with tears. Thon he asked 

quietly: 'Comraces, will you ;listen to me for a minute? You asked me where I got this 
songs it was one I used to hear 1TiY mother sing. At first I also laughed at this song but 
it got me. It is cowardly to hide your beliefs: th~ God J'1'\Y' mother believed in has now 
become 1TiY Ood also. I cannot tell you how it happened, but I know that it has happened. 
I lay awok0 lJ.st night and suddenly I felt that I h-2.cl to find the Saviour J.nd to hioo in 
Him. Then I prny~d--like the thief on the Cross--that Christ would forgive me and cleanse 
zrrr sinful soul, and make me ready to stand before Him whom I should meet soon. It was 
a strange ni~ht,' continued Koskinen. 1There were times when everything seemed to shine 
around me~ Verses from the Bible and from the Song Book came to rrt;• mind. They brought a 
r.icssagc of the crucified Saviour and the Blood th,1t c eanses from a l s ·n 1st John 1, 
Ver. 7, and of the Home He has prepare for us. I thanked Him, accepted it_, and since 
then this verse has been sounding inside me. It was God 1s answer to rryr prayer-A I could 
no longer keep it t c, ~rs elf! Within a fc,·1 hours I shall be with th(; Lord, saved by His 
grace. 1 

11-Koskin.en I s face shone as by an inward light. His comrades sat there quietly. He 
himself stood there transfixed. }br soldiers were listening to what this Red revolution
ary had to say. 

11. 'You are right, Koskinen, ' said one of his comrades at last. 1 If only I knew that 
there is mercy for me, too! ~ut these hands of mine have shed blood and I have reviled 
God and trampled on all that is holy. Now I realize that there is c1. Hell and that it is 
the proper place for 111e~ 1 He sank to the ground with dispair depicted on his face. 
'Pray for me Koskinen, 1 he groaned, 'tomorrow I shall die and J'1'\Y' soul will be in the 
hands of the devil!' And there these two Red soldh,rs went down on their knees and 
prayed for each other. It was no long prayer, but it opened Heaven for both, and we who 
listened to it forgot our hatred. It melted in the light from Heaven for h~re two men 
who were soon to die sought reconciliation with God. A door l~ading into the invisible 
stood ajar and we were entranced by the siiht, 

"Let me tell :,ou shortly that by the time it was four o 1clock all Koskinen•s. com
radt3s had followed his exal!¥)le and began to pr"1"• The change in the atmosphcr8 wa.s in
describable. Some of them sat on the floor, others talked of spiritual things. · 

- "The night had almost gohe and day was dawning. No one h.:l.d ha.a a moment's sl(;Cp. 
::a 'Sing the song once more for us, Koskinen,' said one of them. And you should have hear 
~ ..,-,t•hrem sing! Not only that song but verses and choruses long forgotten came forth from 1

!1ii::!is~ 
their memories as buds in the sunshine. The soldiers on guard united their voices with 
·~ham. The town clock struck six. How I wished I could have begged for grace for these 
men, but I knew that this was impossible. Ik,tween two rows of soldiers they marched out 
to exccut:i.on. One of them asked to be allowed once more to sing Koskinen I s eong. Per
mission was granted. Then they asked t o die. with uncovered faces and with hands raised 
to Heavon they sang with might and main: 'Safo in the arms of Jesus, Safe on His Gentle 
brcst.t When the last l int::s hac diud out the lieutenant gave the word 'Fire!' and the 
seven Red soldiers had fought their last fight. We inclined our heads in silent prayer. 

"What had happened in the hearts ,) f the: others I do not !mow; but so far as I was 
concerned I was a new man from that hour. I had mot Christ in one of His lowliest and
youngest disciples and I had so8n 8noug~ to r ealize that I too, could be His. 'The Lo~d 
looked from Heaven; He behold.eth all t he sons of men. 1 (Psalm 33 :12.)" 

Jesus said: "·I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in Ne, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live" (John 11:25) 

These are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God and 
that believing ye might have life thraugh His name . John 20-31 



Dear Bill: 

Susanville 
1-10-68 

Received the tear sheets yesterday for which ma.nu thanks. 
I have orlired some more from the Times. It made ~uite a layout 
with Paul striding acrosG the top of the page and me stretching 
my :turkey neoltias though I was gaping at both spotneoks at once. 

I liked your story particularly the fire place. All we 
lacked wast~• buttered rum and st.Nicholas and his tiny reindeer 
pattering on the roof. We will have them the first time you come 
to Lassen County. If St. Nicholas don't show up we can have another 
rum and hear the reindeer anyway. 

I hope your physiological maladjustments ha11e responded 
to treatment and that it will not be loo long befortl · you are up 
this way again. 

Say tell me something. Howcome Jim Ste•eb~ sent you 
thn.t Southern Lumber Journal with the story of my paintings? 
Were you getting background material from him before you contacted 
m1r- '? And why would he send you a story about me? Was there something 
in the magazine about Jim 8hat I missed? I have known Jim to do 
some highly original things but I can't figure that one. 

Take her steady 

As always 



FOUNDED BY HARRISON &RAY OTIS, DECEMBER 4, 1881 PUBLISHED 8Y THE TIMES - MIRROR COMPANY 

Dear Bill: 

Uo~ Angele~ ~ime~ 
LOS ANGELES 53 • CALIFORNIA 

MAdison 5-2345 

Glad that you liked the story. Sorry you bothered to write the 
circulation department, as I am afraid that they will send you the 
final editions. They had to bump the picture of Paul in that run and 
they just carri ed the shot of you. ID'll find you a couple of tear 
she ts and send them along . If you have a chance, drop around to the 
Advocate and show them to R:tx.aJuat Richard Myers and say hello. It 
was because I follow his paper every week that I saw the item about 
you. This reminds xbtx me that the fellow who came up to see and do 
the story works for the Di amond Match Co. and I met him about a year 
before when I was up at Diamond doing a piece on the lumber industry. 

I decided to toss the fireplace bit into the story because I 
must have been feeling nostalg i c about Westwood. We own two houses 
which are side by side on the same street. One is a big rambling 
place that half the lumber mill must have once occupied, and the other 
is smaller somewhat and much more liveable. I intend to ftllDUII furnish 
this one in the spring. I don't know what will become of the other 
unless we make it an old soldier's home, or perhaps a museum. 

Well, it was real cold, and outside there were flurries of snow 
in the air--this last October when I was up there. Art Bates, who is 
one of the local Deputy Sheriff's suggested that I warm up the houses, 
because they had been vacant for so long. He brought over a big load of 
wood and left it on the doorstep. So I went inside and built a fire 
for each house. Each has a wonderful big fireplace, and they were soon 
blazing merrily. I alternated by walking from house to house watching 
both of them blaze, and of course having a few tots of Old Ned, because 
as I mentioned it was getting cold outside. I guess that is where I 

ot the idea about the fire when I sat down to write the story. I just 
moved the setting in my mind from Susanville to one of those houses 
and visualized how pleasant it will be when one of them is furnished. 

Al Klotz who is the manager of the American For est Products 
Industries office in San Francisco sent me Jim Steven's address. Al 
has helped me on lumber stories before, because this is the nation wide 
outfit which represents the American lumber industry. I wrote Jim 
and told him about the story I was writing about you and he sent me the 
article from the Lumber Journal. I sent him a copy of the story, but 
I haven't heard from him. The quotes I used from him in my article came 
out of a book which he wrote a number of years ago, and which I liked 
very much. 

Hope to see you again after the Blue Snow melts. I like to get 
back there as often as I can. This town is really g etting frantic. 
People are pouring into Southern California by the thousands, and I 
think they're all trying to squeeze into Los Angeles. This was a great 
town to live in once-- but that was enty ye.ars ~fm ago. A:l · d#, 

~-~ 
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January 18 1968 

Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles 53 Cali far nia 

Circulation 

Gentlemen: 

Please note attached copies of my letters of 
J11.muary 9 and 10. 

Yesterday I received l~ copies of section III 
of Januar y 6 issue. These were from the late edition from 
which the halftone of Paul Bunyan had be·en removed. Evidently 
my order was filled from my letter of the 9th before you 
received my letter of the 10th. 

If possible I want to havj the tear .eheets that 
carry tu Paul Bunyan hal-rtone • If 18 tear sheets are not 
avi1 ilable please send wbo t you can. I am returning tte 12 
sections. 

Yours truly 

W. B. Laughead 
3 8 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville Cali f ornia 



I 
I 

Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles 53 California 

January 9 1959 

Circulation 

Gentlemen: 

Please nail 12 tear sheets or clippings from your 
January 6 1958 issue. Part III pages 1 and 32 col 2. Story 
by Bill Murphy PAUL BUNYAN STILL LIVRS. 

I inclose my open check to cover cost and postage. 
Thanking you for this service, 

Yours truly 

W.B.Laughead 
328 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville California 

I 

I 
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January 9 1958 

Los Angeles Times 
Los ,ngeles DZ Califo rnia 

Cirouletion 

Gentlemen: 

Please mail 12 tear sheets or clippings f r o.m 
y~ur Januery 6 1958 issue, art III pages 1 and 32 col2 , 
story by ill ~urphy AUL BUNYAN STILL LIVES. 

I 1nclo"' e my op~ check to cover cost and postage. 
Thanking you for this service, 

Yours truly 

. B.Laughead 
328 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville Califarnia 



Los Angeles Times 
Loe Angeles 63 Cali f ornia 

Circulation 

Gentlemen: 

January 10 19 68 

Yesterday I wrote a sking you to mail 12 tear sheets 
of Bill Murphy's story AUL .BUUYAN STILL LIVRS in your issue of 
January 6. I specified pages land ~2 of Part III. 

Shtrtly after this letter was posted the next mail brought 
tear sheets sent · to me by Bill ,rurphy. These were pages 1-~ of 
Part III and carried a halftone of Paul Bunyan that wa.s not 
included in the pages 1•3~ make up that I had seen first. 
evidently the l-32 was from a l ater edit-ion from which. the halftone 
had been dropped. 

I want the layout tha.t carries the au.I Bunyan halftone 
gnd to increase my order from 12 tearsheets to 18. 

Yours truly 

v: .B.taughead 
328 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville California 



January 10 19 58 

Los Angeles 'rime,s 
Los Angeles 53 Cali f ornia 

Circulation 

Gentlemen: 

Yesterday I wrote asking you to mail 12 tear s.hee.ts 
of Bill Murphy's stor y PAUL BUNYAN STILL LIVES from ¥Our issue of 
January&. I specified pages 1 and 32 of Part III. 

Shortly after this letter W8S posted the. next mail brought 
tear sheets sent by Bill . lfurphy. These were pages 1 - 3 of Part 
III and carried a halftone of Paul Bunyan that was not included 
in the pages 1--32 makeup that I had seen first. Evidently 
the 1--32 was from a later edition from which the halftone had 
been dropped. 

I want the· layout that carries the Paul Bunyan halftone 
and to increase my order from 12 tear sheets to 18. 

Yours truly 

W.B.Laughead 
328 Pardee Avenue 
Susanville California 
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ROBERTS. MANSUR 
2 051 Layton Street 

PASADENA• CALIFORNIA 

January 20,1958 

Mr.William B.Laughead 
Susanville,Calif. 

Dear Mr.Loughead;-

Was greatly interest ed in the article of yours in 

the Los Angeles T1mes of January 6th. about Paul Bunyan. 

We lived in Minnesota many years and at one time ha-fl 

a place at Nisswa whic h is a whi s tle stop just north er Brainerd And 

I heard plenty in those years about Paul a nd his Ox Babe. Maybe you 

have heard them all but one I remember distinctly was the day Paul was 

hauling a big tank of water with Babe and the tal'Jk sprung a lwak and 

started the Missippi River. Ar,yway I am greatly interested in reading 

a l l the tales I can get my hands on- about this great woodsman.Just 
north of us at Bemidji they erect ed a statue of Paul on the main street 

and I presume it is still there. 

Would you be kind enough to tell me if it is possi

ble to get one of the booklets from the Red River Lumber Company'? 

Enclose stamped envelope addressed for your re ply also would appreciat 

address of Mr.James Stevens of Seattle if you have it.I do thank you 

for any assistance you can give me in obtaining the se Paul Bunyan 

stories. Tank you so much. 

Very truly, 
Robert S. Mansur 



FOUNOEO BY HARRISON &RAY OTIS , OECEIIBER 4, 1881 
PUBLISHED BY THE TIMES-MIRROR COMPANY 

Dear Bill: 

LOS ANGELES 53 • CALIFORNIA 

MAdison 5-2345 

Jan . 26 

Thought t he a tached let t er to the editor would be of interest . 
I had a letter from James Stevens . He said t hat he expect s to come 
to L.A. within the next few months . Regar ding t he article he sa id: 
"Thanks for sending me the article. It will please every oldtimer of 
the pi ne s to see this tribute to Bill Laughead, th e dean of all 
Bunyan inkslin gers since cGillivray and Malloch . I'm sending your 
story on to El wood Maunder, Director of the Forest History Foundation , 
St . Paul , inn. It will add a fine lean strea k to his fat Laughead 
file. 

Also had a call from that busy art collector , Jim ~cBri de who 
retired from the Times a number of ye ars ago . He says: ~~y I saw the 
letter about Paul in t he Times , but I missed the article, and I've known 
Bill Laughead for years . I'll send him a copy. 

I ' ve taken on a little task to complete two books for a publisher 
on Cali fornia history by September . One is going to be a pictorial 
history and the other about the California missions, also illustrated·. 
I think I will include a chapter on the logging industry from the 
earliest days . The Union Lumber Co at Fort Bragg has some good pi ctures 
of the ea rly days which I hope to use . 

Bes t regards , 



~~H Af"-' EL,1;i1"i~ 
.4~-.. c.-~ ,, 

~ :~;~!~n'your , 
article about Paul Bunyan 
by '"Bill . Murphy in The . 

• • ' I 
Times.of Jan;,6. / 

~ ; 1·am 11ure th~t everyone , 
- who has· lived in , the 

Northwes_t 'around the log
gillg', tjunps· has 'heard the 
tales ? Qf . t~fF legendary 
man. ~1 have ~ book; "Paul 
Bunyan,", by James Ste
ven~, with woodcuts by 
Al1en Lewis, publish~d in 
1925 by_ the Garden Clty 
Publishing Co. , 

There is a note that the I 
.~ oodcuts were originally 1 
.made for and were u~ed by 
courtesy o'f the Century 
magazine. Mr. Laughead's · 
picture of Paul looked 
nothing like' Mr. l.,ewis' in- · 

. terpretation of the legen-

. dary figure, Probably ther~ ' 
ar,e o~er books on. . Bun• 
yan. . 

However, I believe ..1he 
stories ~do not-vary in that 

. Babe, the blue ox, meas-
. µred- '42 ax handles be
tween the horns, . that 1the , 
.Winter of the Blue ·Snow 
was the worst ever experi-

, enced by man, .and I am • 
,, §Ure that no true !ogger 

would ever ~dmit · that 
there was \a greater. forest 
warri9r than . the- great . 
Paul Bunyan. 
· · Accordµig to my book, 
the Paul Bunyan legen4 
had ·its origin in' the "Papi• . 
. neau~bellion of 1837 in 
Quebec, Can. Paul 'Bunyan • 
later came to the Mid-

' west ·and then still later . 
came to the country west 
of the · Caacadd. · · ·. · 

One.~tory ijlat·used to 
make 'the rounds when:,! ·· 
lived in Washingto~ and 
which la not·tn·my oook, is 
how old Puget got :raul to 
help him· dig the Sound. ·. 
The.dirt thus·excavated, of 

.. courae, was piled high and• . 
later called ''Mount Rai• · 
nier." . · · · ·· · 
·OLIVE VAN, SCHAICK, 

Los Apgeles.- .; 



Mr. W .B. Laughead 
328 Pardee Avenue 
~,sanville,Calif. 

Dear Mr. Laughead;-

ROBERT MA S U R 

205 1 L AY1"0N ST. 
C UF PASADENA ·7, A ' 

Pasadena 7 Calif. 
February 3,1958 

Y~ur good letter and the Paul Bunyan bookl e t arrived 

today and I was delighted to receive them and I do thank you so much for 

your kindness. No one could appreciate them more than myself and I do want 

to show some measure of it by sending you an etclling of Will Rogers done by 

a Pasadena artist. As an 'old timer' am sure you will enjoy looking at the 

twinkle in his eye.Will Rogers Jr told me it wa s a good likeness of his 

father and he said "you know there are a lot of poor pictures of him out. 

The trainload of log s on page 3 of the booklet remind me of 

the Minnesota & IRternational log trains that came down from International 

Falls to Brainerd and of the section hand that told me how the section 

boss was after him all the time to "Keep the joints up" (referring to the 

rail joints that made for rough riding when they ot down) 

To us there is no place like the Northern Minnesota woods and 

lakes for a vacation and maybe some day we can go back and hear loggers 

tell some more Paul Bunyan stories.Thanks again to you Mr.Laugherd and may 

the good Lord bless you bountifully. 

Ve~ \ uly ~urs, 

(1'7~ ~~~~ 
Robert S. Mansur 



,• 
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Dear Ray: 

Susanville California 
February 21 1958 

Thanks for another noti.ce in the highly esteemed Herald 
in which my name is associated with one Paul Bunyan. 

I don't know what caused the recent rash of po.blici ty. 
There was the statement in a popular rrBgazine tha t Paul Bunyan 
never existed as lumber csmp folklore , tha t he was ''fakelo1e " 
invented to advertise lumber. Then on the folklore side of the 
controversy a tspe reco~ded interview for the archives of the Foreat 
History Foundation, a TV broadcast and. a couple of newspaper 
stories. 

It mig'ht be timely to recall Paul from retirement to head 
our national defense. Franklin D. Roosevelt one asked Archie Walker 
for the loan of ?" aul Bunyan to head the M R A, the only appointee 
the president could think of who had what it took to enforce the act. 

Paul Bunyan might come up with something to beat these nuclear 
missles and all this modern what not. 

Regards as R. lways 

?. s. -r 1-1 a L , \ .. H. L -ro -r ➔ 1~, i'?JLu,; 0 . 

AS I HE ..... 'Dt.J <'\ ~-6 A. I .Atv\ l<.N (} w f3 5i1f: JL 7H N TllA7 
I 



' 

Dear Brad: 

Susanville 
Washington's Birthday 

Got your very interesting letter last night. I vvi sh I 
could respond in kind but my life is rather hum drum and I don't 
haYe any fnt'er-esting~ adventures like your fishing trip our anything 
out.side the regular routine to write about. The last fishing 11eence 
I bought was in 19:35ahout the time we got real busy painting. 

Maybe I would have been better off enjoying the recreational 
f:'l.Vanta~es of tho wonder!u.l country and time in which we were living 
but on tbe other hand that experience with you holds many memoriea · l 
would not want to be without. I picked· up a lot of odds and ends of 
learning and viewpoints that go to make up life and a companionship 
the.t has since been missing. 

I have done no painting the past four or five years. One 
res.son is the lack of' a place to work. Ive been doing drawings that 
do not scatter paint and debris that ruin a room. 

You see I live out on Fruit Growers hill nearly a mile from 
up town. Up to abou~ three years ago Mrs. Quarles lived with me in 
my three bedroom house. Since then I have been in it alone { a hell 
-of a way to live). I am stuck with the house and a lot of Mrs. Quarles 
furniture and possessions that include perioJ\ antiques. You can't 
dispose of them as scond hand furniture and after-vall they are still 
her pz::operty al though she will never us.e them sga.in. 

I coul.d fix up painting space at the house but then I would 
be alone all the time. I am no worry wart but I know that in case 
of acciderrt'or ilness I could lay there for weeks before anyone_ would 
miss me • Anot-her thing a 100 per. eent loner is the kind -of critter 
I don't want to be. So I rent a room at the J.:rt. Lassen hotel an 

~~ added expense but a good rate as a permanent. I s how up every day 
~: and sooner or later v1ould be missed. Beside there are the :eonstant 

contacts with fol 1.~s. These have p-aid off in a small way _ r _;. the 
sale to transi~nts of b.>me of the paintings I ha.d on the lobby and 

coffe shop walls(febrasq ·. , , Alabama, Ho11ywood,Bay Region and 
Minnesota). 

.. If I could paint faster maybe I could pick up a 11 ttle side 
money that way but I am still an amatuer, too much detail too much 
fuesing and d'Jin over. I sa\"1 a quote from one of the great -rrench 
artists the other day" Painting is not difficult if you don't know 
anything about it. Otherwise it is a toilsome job." l-.1aybe I know 
too much a.bout the way I want it to lo-ak and not enough to get it 
that way. 

Inclosed clipping is one item in some recent publicity- about 
Paul Bunyan. Last spring TRUE m8.€_a ziile• carried the statement that 
Paul Bunyan never had any folklore origin in camp tales that he was 
'Fakelore'' invented to advertise lumber. I don't know whether that 

had anyting to do with what followed or not but along in November 
the For.st History Foundation of St. Paul sent researcher to tape record 
an imterview with me to establish the actual logging camp origin. 
Prior to that there wa.s a T. V. broadcast from the folklore stand point 
then two newspaper stories like this one. This Los Angeles reporter 
did not do a bad job. He got some of it right although he did have 
me refer to the Big Blue Ox as {she". Now dumb as I am about some t 
things I kno~ that draft c t:ittle are ''he". 



' I did not know anything about the TV program until after it 
came off and m d no , part in supplying material for it • Got a 
transcript later on. By the way you would get a kick out of these 
Northen California history and folklore programs from Chico State 
,College • Sundays use to be 6 ,00 p.m. currently 10 ;00 P .J .. . 2- The 
narrator in Hector Lee a Phd, D.ean of Education but one of those 
rere exceptions a down-to - ea.rth,hard way guy that is really human, 
I find from correspondence with him he is really that way off the 
screen, 

I also had a :: reat stroke of luck with the tape interviewer. 
It was "Hutch" Hutchinson a rea:ognized profe.ssionill historian 
who started life as a cow puncher , got a.11 his stJ.ff the hardest 
lµnd of way and still 10,ks at life like a boomer working stiff, 
Ban you imagine the oombination'l We wasted a lot of time and had 
some great jam seasions. 

We haTe had a remarkable winte·. ~· 0 course there is plenty 
of time left to catch it but so far nearly all the storms stopped 
up '&round..:: Inspiration Point. A couple of times the snow lasted 
a couple of days on the streets. Some moisture that we always are 
short of in slow drizzly rains that have time to sink in the ground 
and not run tight off down hill. 

The nood tide of population you speak of has not reached us 
yet alt~ough it is bound to come sooner or later when all the other 
places get filled up. Susanville is still an. easy going place to 
liTe • The old srm.11 town II Hello Bill" "Hi Brad 11 sort of communi t y 
where you know every body. L~st Summer the new owners sold about a.11. . 
the houses in ·.?'estwood • .A lof of them to outlanders from Southern 
California looking for summer homes but many to workers at GreenTille 
Chester ani the Almanor tunnel • Nhat will come of that we dont know 
yet but once the high pressure fr.om the outside world starts to 

leak into our region it may not be long until we a.re as bad off a.s 
you are. It is not funny to grow old but when its all said and done 
I am glad I liYed when I did. 

I know what you mean about incentive • You have to create 1 t. 
Some sort of long term project on which vou can work high pressure 
or low pressure as opportunity or mood ·comes a. long but enough 
importance t0 be reall:;,- i~terest1ng and not just .. -1ke believe work. 

I am lOkking for something like that myself. 

Write again whe the spirit moves you and you might catch me at 
a time when I ha.Ye something to ssy. Best regards and wishes as 
always to Anna Laura and yourself, 



W. E. HORN, PRESIDENT 

M. W. INKMANN, 1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
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HELMER E. OLSON, MANAGER 
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William B. Laughead 
Susanville, California 

ANDROY HOTEL 

PHONE AM HERST 3· 7611 

HIBBING, MINNESOTA 

"f°Jfu fl'ton. D,,: Capita.[ of th,: <Wo.,_[J" 

Mar ch 18, 1958 

Fellow Paul Bunyan enthusiast: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

A. BORIA 

MAX EDELSTEI N 

G. M. FISHER 

N. G. HELLAND 

V. J. HULTSTRAND 

M. W. INKMANN 

H . J . LEACH 

J . J . NEUMAIER 

H . C. REMER 

P. J . SIMONICH 

L. T. SPANNER 

T. H . STRIZICH 

Gene Newnham, a classmate (USC ' 34) of Los Ange les sent me a copy of 
Bill Murphy's article which appeared in t he Los Angeles Times on Jan
uary 6, 1958. I enjoyed it very much and will appreciate the opportunity 
to exchange any duplicates of information that you may have. I 've 
searched for a hobby and have adopted Paul Bunyan as mine with 
considerable success in keeping our folklore hero alive. 

You mentioned the 1951 Russian claim to Paulski Bunyanovich . I refuted 
this claim to a United Press corres ondent. The story appeared all 
over the country which mandated the printing of the enclosed card. 
Dver 30,000 of these cards have been sold and the Hibbing Graphic Arts 
still consider it a hot item. 

A former University of Southern California Journalism Professor, also 
from Minnesota, in 1955 published a book, "Paul Bunyan and His Men 11 by 
PHD Ivan Benson, C •• Tuttle Company of Rutland, Vermont and Tokyo, 
Japan. Our Governor Orville L. Freeman and I have had a lot of fun 
autographing copies with "Fellow contriver for the great potentials of: 
"Minnesota, Land of Paul Bunyan and Big Opportunities. Confidently 
yours," I have the Governor sign " For Paul Bunyan". To get Hibbing in 
the act I sign "For Johnny Inkslinger." Our l egendary hero has proven 
to be an excellent means to help sell our state. It has been most 
effective. The enclosed Ox-0- dete r is one of them. The enclosed Wall 
Street Journal advertisement is another. Vith all the bad weather 
elsewhere, we 've had a hay-day in our comparative " Banana Belt." 

Enclosed also is Charles LeRoy Hood's run down on my hobby . An extra 
run of 1,000 copies is about exhausted . 

Two years ago I p layed host for 2 days to a Russian Delegation visiting 
this area. I told t hem of t he U. P . story. They insisted on having 
copies of the r efuting card and my autographing copies of the book. 
We enjoyed every minute of t heir stay as a result. They gave me cavier 
and vodka after any drinks and before farewell. Some months later my 
dau ' received 16 dolls which represented the several states of the 

"'~ 11 
1 

(;;, 
·/:-· 

.· 

USSR to add to her doll collection. Last year Minnesota 
Mining and Peat team visited Russia. Last fall a second 
group of Russians again visited Hi bbing which was equally as 
interesting. ,1y point is that t hru Paul Bunyan I was able to 
help in my small way to create a Detter understanding that 
penetrated the Iron Curtain. 

Your St. Lou;s County Fair and Industrial Expos,'tion, July 31, August 1, 2, 3 



-2- Laughead 

Under separate cove r I am f orwarding a copy of a Paul Bunyan size menu. 
It was sent to every Chamber manager in the U. • including Harold \• right 
of the Los Angeles with whom I had a nice visi t with back in 1954 while 
attending a class reunion et S . C. 

If you happen to have ext ra copies of Bill rurphy's story, I 'd appr eciate 
as many as you can spare. I ' l l also send a copy of t his to him, in case 
he can spare s ome extras. I used to handle t he linter ports for USC, 
ice hockey, sk i jumping, slolum, cross country and even some speed skating. 
1aybe Bill 11ur phy was even a round at that time, so I ' d ha ve known him . 

I'd like to hear from you. I have quite a bit ore I wi ll send. I 
sincerely believe th at we can have some ore fun. 

Hi:O:cc 
Encls. 

Sincerely your s, 

~~~ 





-23-III-1~58. -
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. ::_' YQur note on -7 Jan_uary was w·ri t ten ~he_· day we sai-lffd from) 

--· __ .-•, §F·· on · the Lui•li:ge for -72 days ·.which ·now -~re .- over->_Al-a~_! H;~ a -- flne '. 
- l ~• • .', • ' • / • • • > ,, -• 

.,-- ~ 

: ·trip, -· tell you ·about ft someday when _v,1 e for~ga ther. Hope --you 
.,- - - . ·1 • 

winter_e·d we_ll._. Mai ~ is feet deep on my alleged desk and am being _., _ 
·--,. -.. . . . - - .. . . 

· · : ··- mofe than: usually inc i vil in answering 1 t • 
. - :\.\ . . . .. . 

•. 

- • Good luck and God Bless - 1 

·- ..,., 

\. 

......... 



Dear Hutch 

Susanville 
April 8 1858 

The ::J iamonct-Gardner boD.k arrived and it is a masterpiece, 
11.0 less, every pha se of the job strictly Hi g League. 

1 fter a quick look-through I read the first paragraph and 
from then on I t7aS hocJrnd until the l ast pa ge at some time past 
midnight. uring t he after noon I loaned it to a retired oldtime 
lumberrmn vi.b.0 is a J.iscriminating reader. When he returned it he 
said " I want that book again when I .ave plenty of time to rea d 
it. You read it f a st enough because i _t is facina ting but he tolls 
you ro much in each sentence you have to go back and re read each 
page over to dige s t it. " 

I n other ·nords a maste1"piece of condensation to put all that 
you giTe us into 52 pages without sacrificing the touches of color, 
si de comment and assocl~ted history that capture the reader. 

That research must ha.ve been a terrifying job. ·rhen you 
take that collection of facts so hardly come by and toss them to us 
two or three in the sm1e sen t ence or paragraph like currentc; in 
a co:f'foe cake ( in the old days before we had_::"tt, bily...., them), 

And who knows the lomg swea ty apprenticeship and thw waste 
baskets full of torn up copy that produced that writing style tha t 
rm.kes it look so easy. 

Incidentally I learned one hell of a lot I never knew befo.ee. 
Nothing will <lo but a long talk sesseion about all th~ angles and 
the sµi ces between the lines. 

Many thanks for the book and your insc r i pM.on and m1:1ny more 
for printing my name in it where it will stick like a f ly in amber • 
.A ny one would be 1'.lroml a.ml grateful to be m.entionea ~ven a s an a lso 
ran in such a H~ll of Fame. 

As .Always 

I . e,. r•c.it you Tihod es :R ,i?ad.e:er. ::,aw a r ev5.ew a .cl SP✓nt to 1-'aul "E lder 
for it. Thst calls for another letter • 



Mr. Helmer R. Olson Manager 
Hibbing -Chamber o:f Commerce 
Hibbing t!innesota 

Dear l:1r. Olson: 

SusanTille California 
April 11 1958 

I enjoyed your letter and t h e inter esting 
account of y our ~s i::,ociation with Paul Bunyan • Also the inclosures 
and the menu from t he Viking Room of t he Radisson. I've had some 
fun with the menu and my friends in the restauran--c bus1ness. 

I am inclosing a copy of the RP d River Lunber Company's 
Paul Bunyan book which literar y r esearchers say yas the source book 
for muoh of the Paul Bunyan writing tha t followed. 

_a book had a unique history. We made but one mass mailing 
That was to the lumber trade out of the first printing of ten 
th on.sand in 19 22 • Co.JU..es strayed into the hands of non-lumbermen 
and we had. to IJrin_.j another 5,000 the sa me year. After that books we:E 
sent only to individual requests. Up to 194-t when Red River liquidated 
t he manufacturing side of their business the book went through 13 
ed_itions for about 125 ,000 copies. Now out of -print these books a.re 
collectors items. 

Where Bill Murphy's story sta tes that the Russians cla imed 
the origin o~ Paul Bunyan is Murphy's own ststement. I had not heard 
that before although I did send some literature to a request from 
the Kremlin • .I never got a ·reply. 

lfaturally I have kept t,raok if the great job Minnesota 
ha.s done cap.itali zing Paul Bunyan . • l{ost of 1 t has come about since 
I left Minnesota and 1 want t-0 ~et back. this ar if possible to 
se e :it • My residence and . 45 . wor k was over i n the .Jississippi 
country around Bemidji but I di d get i nto Hibbing • th-e old town 
that was moved. A grea t country and people. 

Inclosed with the booklet are t wo postcards shO\ving the 
~au.l Bunyan and ~lv.e Ox · images on the 'R edwood Highw.ay over on the 
r oast. 'I'hey have an annual show at Fort Bragg where the Redwood 
lo~p.ers stage ·a three day rodeo of skill contests. 

Under separa te crnver I am mailing you a Sugar 
Just got it yesterday which delayed my reply to your 
Sugar Pine is the l a rgest of the pines but n~t to be 
the giant redwoods which are not of the pim, species. 
cone from the Paul Bunyan Lumber Co. which bouglttthe 
from Red River when they quit. 

Pine cone. • 
letter. 'l1he 
confused with 

I got this 
trademark 

The greatest reward for my 30 years work with Paul Bunyan 
:for R8 d River was the fan mail and the many friends that came through 
this correspondence. I gre:atly appreciate your letter and hope it 
will be followed by other contacts. 

328 Pardee Ave. 
Susanville 

Yours sincerely 

W.B.Laughead 
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THE .MAN WHO· 
NOSES AROUND 

,-'· '. . . ; 

.lteips .Out of· t.l)e .. Ordiqary 
Captured and Reduced 'to 
·- .. Currenf' Literature ·. 

' -- ' 
, MEN .AND THINGS , 
'. · • ... --.- · •. l 

Jf y~u · .would keepJ• in tou~b 
, W,Jth .. the, World. Read . l 
' . - .., ' Thi°s Column ' · · · : 
,; . •,'Will Su,ccess Spoil'. Bill Laug- ' 
hea'd:'l" · · · " , . 
:. · The 'nati~e Xenian .who, turned : 
f lumber camp , legend ;.illlto ,. a 

>i,eareer, has. ~n- the tlll'g_~ ~ a 
• r,l5i} ,of ·J;IU;l;>l1c1ty lat~y. · · ·;. , 

• This ·depa.rtment hiaS (given··am-
' ·p_Ie· attentj.on to Bill in · ~e-past. : 

}le ·. used an imaginativ.e turn ·of 
mdn.ci'·and a netural ~ for .draw-

. ing •. into -~µr_ning ,,Paul , Bunyan · 
1nt;i · aQ1bentic American folklore. 

'. F,roni_:1be sto~ ~e ·pi.eked up 
listening ·to wmber;iacks' .amuse 
th~elves by , lyin,g to ' each 
otih~ . about ' Paul . and /his, 1ian-

. ta:51ic .: C()mparµons, ~ ,~1-
lized ~~- . whole ~ . U6ing . deft 
doowl.~ of . the char-acters and , 
.putting 'the stories down on paper . 
for ttle fi~ time. _' ' '· · 
t Writers' · recently have l;ieaten ; 
a tvioewriter path. :.ro· his door • . . -~ or 1to the lolmi. ol. the hotel : 
in Sullollnvdl:le;i ' Calif., where Bill
bail!ltS ou,t.. He has provided fuel ' 

-~ - many; a ,newspaper· featu\"e 
,tory, ·the ·latest •Qf ·wbddl, · from 
the " Los Angeles:· Ti.mee, has 

. eadled tis - desk ln '· triplicete. ' 
.1r! · for no "o!Aier '1reason· tha.i:i. tbe . 

·-riiew • audlence " reeclng fillis · col- ' 
umn, it 'g.ese~ repewng:_ , .·-·-~ ... . '" 

mgt11· kl 11\le snow~ Sierra 
Newdla; ~ .fomls · Oaijforn
'ia's northern · barrier, 1he' leg
. endary- ·• lwnberjaclt •;of super-· 
2\iwnian strength, :Paw:Bunyan, is 
· olltCe mote · _s,win,ging • a Jllli:ghty 
axe. ' .. · · . .. . 
1 Giant sitands ot. ponderosa pine 
topple ,Jike: , llll!llbcrum,ck and · a 
hwge blue ox -named. Babe ·snakes 
ithe ·trees down the ·mountains to 
a mill · wbidl hums wJtb _activity,. 1 

. Ot COlrt"se ·this is all ima.glinary, 
• for 'Fall'l '. Bunty6n is a ' IIl(Y1n of. 

Aaneri~an - fo1klore :_ just . as was 
·.. .Babe., ' the ,ox who meas.w:-ed · 42 

axehiandles· and a tobacto · plug 
between the eye5, ' 

'.But l to William B. · Laughead, 
75, . O(f' Susanville, a town <which 
lies in· '!!le, hea.rt O(f California 

· tim"oer eountry 600 miles north-
. ..._ . east of Los Angeles, PaUl Bun• 

.,-.in isr'irtill . very mud!. a1i:vf. ~ · 
I, • - ' For '., Jt }VQS ft9m Bill .La.ug-
, ' head's: inkwell and, his recollec-
' tions of lumbering in Uie Min-
:, '; ~ -.D(lrth,. woods 1hat ibe,,Paul 

Bu2lyfln'•,1e~lild spread across, the 
. . x f •. 

. ' .,, ~ . : 

-~uihead"stirr'ed a log 'fu'. ihe 
f,lte. ,: Outside, rain dNmmed a 
sort ,tattoo a-giainst ttie wiodows. 

... - ·- .. ~. . ... ~.~· . 

, co~~ ~n~~. • uph:er~~~rved~~ 
reaching for Im •pipe. "Sort of 

, like the winter O(f the bl,ue snow 
VMen Paul found Babe. , Slie was 
jU6lt a call fillen." · 

He paused to strike a Jll6.U:h 
and grinned over his ·pipe. 
: "But let's start at the begin
ning. Who knows where Paul 
Bunyan realliy originated? It's 
Sid.d lhait stories 8100\lJt him da-ted 
back to . the eady 1800s Jn Oan
am. In those cl,ays lo~ was 
real · labor. Log\gers li.yed · oh 

, .~ns, sa1t pork and sourdough. 
... ' "At night they would sit 
- airound ~e shalllty sttove and spin 

their -stories . · Bunyian ·and· hfo 
~ntastic feats pegan t<> develop 
1ben. ~ From Canada Pa,ul · soon· 

· Wl8S branching , oo·t, operating 
cramps in New Bruns\Yli.ck, Me., 
and the Great Lakes. 

· •"As'- a young man I worked 
1n the 1lJmlber camps of Minne
sota • . That, wias around 1900. • •At 

· n~~t \ I · wou-ld _sit around and 
li.Slten to o1lher logigers swapping 
:y,arns 111bout Paul. I' never 'did 
dree.m he would go commercial, 
bult Uiat's wh,a,t hrappened· wQien 
they decided ·ol' Paul was mov-
ing to California:" \ 

Latµ,gt:1ead was working as 
advertiS'ing !Ill8na,ger for T h e 
R,ed 'River , Imnf:>er Co. in Min
·nesota, in 1914. The fixm had ex-

. li-a.usted its ti!Illlberlands. in 1lhat 
·•&ta.rte• and ' was about to begin 
opera,tion,s in California . . - . ' 

· Aticltie Wialker, secretary of 
tale COiliCern, c•alled him in •·to• his 
<>M.iice'. . .. • ; 
• "We're ' ·moving to California", 
he announced. "We need . a new 
advertising gimmick to let our 

.' i:umomei-3 know . about ..Lt.. We!ve: 
' · • · botih wor,ked in · the" logging 

"f81'IlJP6. .What ·a,bout tis m:Ytbi
. ,cal Paul Bunyian? Let's make· 
,,~ a slogran." -
. •' Bill La,u,~ead went ba.c-k to: 
· ~ desk. He began ·to, .. sketch,' 

' anid a jovial-loolcin,g lu.rnberja.ck 
sporting ., , wide . mustache ·and 
possessing '•· tlhe cohfident a.ir of 

, . a mian w ·h o a,ccept6 no cllal-'. 
len,ge' as. impossible ' suddenJyi 
appeared. . . · · 

Flaw Bun(Y'8n, as he would be. 
·1mown · to t/h.oug.,ands, was born .. 

'La~ead ~n jotitin,g down· 
some o!. fille tall bales he had 
heard in the woods a,J:iout this 
famous lo~er. '11he Red River, 
L\ll!Tl6er Co. printed a booklet 
whiiioh was 1q'isrtri'Q'Jted to its cus
tomen: It was . greeted with 
a.pa1by. . Few of 1lhe people in 
1be ~dustry know who Pa,ul Bun• 
)"an was . and c,ared less. 

Paci belonged to the men who 
worked in the woods. He was the 
hero of every logig;ing camp. No 
one else was in.tere-sted. Then 
some of vhe booklets began to 

' 1ia1'1 inito bile hand!s of fille public. 
He was Paul Bunyan, ·not only 

a master logger, but an orgin
izer who kept his 1UanJberjacks 
h,a,ppy by catering to bheir mam-

, mo'!ih a'P~tites. · At fille camp on 
1he Big Onion, · m instance, 
cooks S®a ted !!round bile skillet 
wilbh hams on filledr. feet to grease 
it ~r 1ihe pancakes. Boys rode 
?,l,cycles up and ,down the t,ables, 
droppin,g the ciakes oM when 
called , for. Paul !ed his menl 

(Continued on Page Four) 
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pea soup tihiat came out of a· 
giiaDt pipel>ine. 1 

A visitor at one of Paul's , 
'camps was alS'toniSlhed · to s,ee a . 
crew of men unloading four
horse logigin,g sleds at the cook 
shanty. '11hey a,ppeared to be 1 
rolldn,g logs into a trap door from I 

1 whl~h poured cloud~ of steam. 
"'!1h,at's a he<:ik of a pliace to 

Iand logs", he remia~ked. 
"'11hem ain't logs", grinned the · 

cook. "'11hem's sa.us,ages for the 
,teamsters' brea'ktast." · 1, 

Buny,an' w,a,s also a· 1hlnlrer. 
Once 1his timekeeper, Johnny 
Ink!siinger, wa•s ru.nnin,g .out of 
inik. 

"I on,ly have two barrels le~t. 
Mr. Buny,an", he 1amented. 

, "How am i to · get · bllrougti the 
winter?" . 
• "J,ust leave off dotltin.g the ,j's 
and crosso.rug the t's ai!ld .you'll 
save ink for 1the nece=ry writ
irug and :N.g;urin,g, When the 
Sipll'Lng ink supip1y 'cOmes in, y<>'l.l 
can · go over youT books 3igiain." 

Lt worked. · .. 
' "It was / then that ' fille storm 
broke", La,µ,glheed ex,p1ained. 
"Req,ues1is for fille . booklets 
poured . in from a1l over 1lhe 
United Sltaites. Anid not jruSlt 
from chi1dlren. There were plen-
ty f.rom adults. . · 

"Soon we had dlistributed over 
100,000 of. them, and ' we still 
couldn't keep u,p wivh. tlhe de
mand. Fi'~n,klrn D : Roosevelt be
came a flan of Piaul Bunyan. Why 
ba,ck in · 1931 some· Russian com
miS\Sar WTQlte us flor details · about' 
Paul. Said filley were in~erested 
in the t,,a,les from a propa-ganda 
standipoimit.- ... I sent hun a book:" 
· In 1951 a Vladivostok new6-

paper claim~ thiat, Russian log
gens 1lirst made u,p the stories 
of tthe giant woodsman. His 
ruame Wll!S Paul>Slki Bunyanov!i:bch. 

Jaimes Stevens of Seattle, a 
veteran of many years · in the . 
log,gin,g business, and the a.\llthor 
of a colle-cti.on of Bunyan· leg-

. e.ruds hti.rm;elf rums.,.up *.e' story 
like tlhds: . 

"rt 1s true Ameri.can legend· 
now, for Paul BUlllyian .' as he 

· stands today is aibso1utety Amer
ican from hread to foot. He vis
ua-lizes llie American love oif t,all 
tales and tall d.¢ri:gs. -1 -He has 
beoome · tihe ~reaitri.on . of whole 
generatiJOns o.f meri. Thousands 
of narrntors ey tar..flung camp
fires have contributed their 
miites to bile cla9S:iic-al pioture of 
hiian, and he at least· will live 
as long a,s fuere a-re shadows 
and wfrli•s,pers of trees." ,; 

Lauglhead g,azed inito tile fire : 
"01' Paul's probaibly up in bile 

higih ~i,mlber nearby ~ht now, 
Clhoppinig a,wiay," he. reflected, 
r,ll4)1Pin,g · Ibis piipe a,g.a-inist the 
hear:th. 'Th.en he winked. RAH 


