
Historians often begin their research at a library or archive. 
But to tell the larger story of forestry work undertaken by 
conscientious objectors during World War II, historian Jean 
Mansavage started her project by going through a closet in 
her parents’ home. Her father’s unpublished memoir and his 
wartime scrapbook (below) enabled her to tell it through the 
experiences of one man at one camp in Michigan. She then 
unearthed historical records at the National Archives, including 
her father’s own service records. (At right is a petition that 
he and 62 others signed to indicate they would accept pay 
for their services.) She rounded out her research by combing 
through libraries for books and articles. “Doing Valuable Work: 
A Conscientious Objector’s Wartime Service on the Manistee 
National Forest” begins on page 62.


