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MiNuTEs OF. STAFF MEETING ( 4} .. 
SOUTHERN. FO~T EXPERIMENT STATION 

' Sept~mber 24, .1943 · 
- i : .... ::: . 

., I 
• · , · • • · : . t .. 

·•· ., Present: Demmon, chair~an; Basnett, Bickford, Bond, Cur~y, Davis, 
Eldredge, Hutchison, tock~rd:, Mitchell, Mock, Snyder. , .,-v~I:~all~ 

· ... 

• • ..• ' i • • • .• 

Attached to these minutes is a copy of an address by Chief Lyle F. Watts, 
delivered on September 20, 1943, in which he states his views qn P.Ub~ic r egula­
tion. In that connection the · R~gional Foresters and Dire~~·~·¥,~' · ~~~~.)~~rr~)quostod 
to again consider tho dovelopmont of t antati vel rulos of forest· . .Pra:eticc. This is 
to be dono through confcrcnc~3S arid discussions with intorost~<fpcr-sons 'outsido the 
Forl;st Sorvico. A report on progress in roaching common understanding 'as to 
standards or spr.cific rule s _is duo n~xt February 1. 

Tho Pou·cy Manual for Fodoral ·Land Banks has boc;m ·~8ndod (as of : Aug. 14, 
1943) with r~spoct · to ·loans on farm·woodlands. Such loans aro ·now authorized on 
~ho basis of ~hair value fo·r ·tho production of timber or other foro st . products. 
Tho soction on Farm woodlands r eads as follows: "Loans may be made on farm wood-. 
lands on tho basis o·f thoir value fo·r the production of timbor or · other t:orcst 
produots --oithor for farm usc or to b~'~ 'mano~'oi1. · Whoru mat :Jrial r flliancr. is placed 
upon tho salo of forost products fez: tho r cpaymr.nt of tho loan, thor o sh'a:ll b;;) r e­
quired r easonable assur.anec that a prudont fore stry managomont program ~11 b e 
followed resulting in tho protnction .of young timber and tho maintenance of foro~t 
production sufficient· to l'otiro ~tpo loan in an orderly mannor. No such' loans ' . 
should bo made whore unusual disease and ins;)ct hazards, o:xcossivc'l fi'r 9 ·;r,isk-, .. or . 
s •Jri.ous ti:mbor dopri9dations may advorsnly affoct tho condition of. tho propor~y and: 
r Gpayment of a loan. Whor o only a part of a farm is in woodHmd, tho pro.du_cts fr~ 
which .arc principal!~ for tho oper ator' s usa rather than for marketing; a loan may 
bo mado· basod partly on tho valuo to the f arm of. tho woodland and thQ foregoing r o-
quiromonts need not bn mo·t." · =~-~...-. 

Region 8 has r ncontly compil ed a lis t of Privatu Consultants in Forest 
Op::Jr ations which includes a number of individuals an& ·.farms· in tho Southern Stat es. 
Those listed have boon r e ported to. tho Forost S8rvieo as boirig. capable of giving 
advice on tho t echnical management of forest l ands and of ~and~ing• practical woods · 
probl.oms. Tho For0..st Sorwic·o doos not claim that tha list- i s compl.ot o, accurnt ·1, 
or a uthentic. To f acilita t e tho. indicati on of tho reported qualifications of tho 
name s gi von on this list, tho following number code has boon used to indicdo the 
specific line or lines of work which t~c individual or firm is r oport.ed to b e os- . 
puciaily equipped to handle. .This classification should bo applied in a ccordanc0 
with tho number or numbers as ·given bolow nach nama. 

#1 - Timb.cr cstima tii1g t mappingt and surveYing. 
#2 - Timber apprai sals • 
#3 - Troo planting. 
#4· - Logging·.cnginooring, and plans for l ogging 

• dovc,lopmont • 
#5 Market stud~u·s, - b est di sposal of produc.ts. 
#6 - Technical forest mnnagomont o.nd silvicultural 

mothods . 
#7 Forest litigation. 
#8 - Ta:xntion of f or ost s and timber oper a tions. 

' I ' 

Many of tho individual s and firms listad bel ow will servo in any of tho 
Southern Stat es. 
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. , Address by . 
Lyle F. , watts, Chief, . Forest Service, u. s. D. A. 

. at meeting ot .:·:· 
·w~·~.consin-Upper MicM.:~~ ···section, , . 

Soci1 ety of .Ainerican Fore.sters, Milwaultee , Wisconsin 
Sopt~~ber 20, _.1943 ~. 

.;., 
War Activities of the Forost .Service 

The forests of the Unit!3d. States are being called upon for a tremendous output of 
ma.t t:3ria1s essential to t·ho war. Tho indispansabili ty of wood . and. of wood products 
b090mos more apparent ~ith each month and tho difficulties Of meeting tho demandS 
bo.c·omo more acuto as the tempo of war increases. Truly, wood is ono of the criti-
cal materials in this conflict, · 

Undor those circumst.ancos thn Forest Sorvico is devoting its onorgios to projects 
that contribute to the war effort. Peacetime activities' have been put on tho shelf 
for the duration to tho oxtont consistent with our public responsibilities. . ~ . 

To moot wartime demands tho National For~sts aro .being made to contributo to natio~ 
al needs as never before, Despite shortages of manpower to handlo tho timbor-salo 
business, the cut:,from tho National :E'ordst'§ ''ln tho past fiscal yoar ostablishod an 
all-tim3 high. The total cut was 2,359,463,000 board f~et--7 percent more than the 
previous yoar and .83 porcont abovo 1939. Tho value of tho timber .cut oxcocdod 8~ 

· ·million dollars. · · · .. · · · · 
~. ~ - . . . 

: i .ni0nti6nod tho handicap of manpower shortage. It will interest you .to know that 
·, tho For:)st Scrvico has lost to the armed force s mor0 than 1,500 mon·· and.' women with 

· ·: ci Vil . .'servic '-3 status . I nood not toll this audience that tho propert~on of young , 
. .. . t echnically trained, timber, range , and wildlife mon has boon high~ .. Th13se arc tho 

· ·pooplo who did most of tho crui sing, scaling, marking, and suporvis~on for timber 
sales, and it has boon difficult indeed to increase timber sales in tho faco of 
this loss. Yet it has boon dono . Standards of work may have suffor3d somewhat, 
but wo think that this has not boon too s0rious . 

Of special importance is the program for obtaining .Sitka spruc3 from ;tho National 
ForJsts of Alaska~ Working under tho most difficult winter conditions, contractors 
~ngagcd by tho Forest Service deliver ed tho first raft 'of logs to Pugot Sound in 

. January. Thu yi eld of aircraft quality lumber . fro~ the Alaskan logs is oxcooding 
a~l 'Jxpcctations. Including ·honllock and spruoe ,~not sui tabla for aircraft, which 
aro being sold to Alaskan sawmills for military usa thoro , output is now up to the 
goal of 10 million board . f oot par month which was sot at the outset . I~ will 
pr.obably not bo possibl e tc maintain this out.put through thG coming ~ntor months . 

Tho National Forest range has also beon making an important wartime contributi on, 
Careful management, including continued adjustment of livestock numbers t c tho 
carrying capacity of tho range , is making it possible to obtain maximum production 
of moat; wool, and hidos without damage to tho r 0sourco. Stockmen ar o b~ing urged 
to market their livsstock early to amcliorat..:: tho domGstic food situation and to 
supply gr eatly expanded wostorri co~suming cantors with grass-fat beef. 

Going b:Jyond tho National Forests, the For o.st Sorvic~ has boon collaborating ac­
tively with tho War Production Board, the Office of .Price Administration, and othor 
agonci3s in studying r oquiroments, .supplies, and; .. qu.tpu.t of f or est products and in 

. providing a wide range of allied information. ·Jh .p<fed ·most onorg0tica'i1y by George 
.
1 

.. . ~raynr, who roc ontly r eprosontod th;O Forest .Service. on a mission sent t o England t o 



study the problems of lumber supply, ·tho B;ranch pf Research ha s brought · together a 
group of mon who have shown outstanding versatility and r esourcefulness. As an ox-
amplv of tho oxtont t o which WPB has l earned. to depend on our men, tho Requirements ~ 
and Supplies section has rocontly been asked' to provide information on tho quanti- . 
ty, charact-er, and style of winter underwear which would be nocdcd for logging op­
er ations in northern Now En-gland and tho Lake States. 

During the past y:lar tho For3st Sorvico has. also gi von a lot of. study tc tho prob­
l om of stimulating the production of lumbar · 'and cthor for.ost products. It was 
r :)cognizod early in 1942 that output was lagging and that small. mill_s in particular 
woro·.:having difficulties ··;,vi th radicfl l shifts of 'markets and complicated procoduros 
incident t o doing businoss- in wartime. Tho Foro·st Service joined with tho War Pro­
duction Board in proposing; a plan t o utilize its f ar-flung field oi'ganization and 
t o onlist cooper a tion of ·state agencies to oxtand aid to own,ors and·. operators and 

. · 'I 
oth~>rwise t o stimulata maximum output. This plan was vioLmtly opposed by· the 
lumbar industry which sow in it a throat of fod0r a l r egulati on of cutting :practices, 
and alLlg;)d that tho need ~or tho proposed services dic1 not oxist. 

After months of delay; ;Juring which some of the proposals wore put into opo!•ation 
without Forest Service assistance, tho original plan was dropped. Yet tho war Pro­
·duction Board, facing inc:r easing shortages in lumber supply; found that add~tional 
effort to maintain output .of forost products was ossGnt':iaL' .A modified p_l an, · tho 
Timber Production War Project, ~~w in operation in a n~~·or ~f ·aast orn st·o:t ~s, uses 
our facilities to provide scrvico, ospccially t o small upcrato~s, in mooting tho 
many inovitablo procedures inc'idont to total war; to aid in securing a ' timber 
supply for mills not now adequately prcvidod with standing timber; t o aid in ob­
taining firm contracts fc·r tho output of l ogs and lumbar; and to provide t bchnical 
guidanco to assuro officicmt usc of available m:anpowor and ()Ciuipment. Tho state 
r·or~strY departments and :::Jxtonsion services arc collaborating acti vcly in the pro­
grD.m • . . •tt is worth noting that tho President •·s· ·approval · of thv modified· plan jolas 

· ~ubjoct to ·tho understanding that whor o f udoral ' aids woro a.nvanco'd, thor o must bo 
provision to pruvont dcstructi ve forest . practices. .;:· · 

Evun baforo this plan was put inte: oporation,· 70 fore st:.1rs·· assigned by tho For est 
Service in cooperation with tho Stat os tc marketing pro j cicts, involvin'g 280 coun­
tie s in 0astorn states under tho Ncrris-Dox:.;y Farm Forestry Act, havG boon ii+stru­
rri· ~~ntnl .:Fh stopping up production l ocally ruid in· chnruwii!lg ·f arm timber into essen-
tial wa:r· industries. .. , ' · ' · .. · 

Prot:Jction of tho f or ests frDm fire has a ssume d new ·significance as a result of 
th;~ war and this has boon recognized in emergenc-y appropriations by Congress. To 
th·J normal problem of minimizing damage tc f or c.st r e sources has been addod tho 
noce ssi ty of maintaining unintorruptce\ service from powor· plants, transmission 
~inos, ra'il_roads, and industrial plants in forested a reas, tho noo'd t o prevent 
smoke palls which might interfere with air transport or a ircraft warning service , 
and the thro~t of sabctago . Mili.tary inst alla ti ons : and. tho presence 6:( large num­
b :.Jrs 'of soldiers in and near forested areas added t o the hazard while tho diffi-

1 •• • • 

cultios of fire ce ntral were onhnncod by tho shortage cf trained guards and tiro 
fighters. Indicative of .th3 potential d i srupti cn and damage tc~ war indu~tz7y .?-nd 
transportation which f or G·st firos may cause, as well as of the importancG of wood 
in tho war, is tho record of two enemy inc endiary bombings which occurred in tho 
forests c f western Oregon. Fortuna tely neither r esulted in a serious outbreak. 

·i . . . 

I pr3sumo f or 0st ers her o ar c generally awarJ of tho prominent placJ tho For est 
Prcducts Labor c.tory i _s ta~ing in tho war effort. : Tb mo the work being dono at 
tho Laboratory i 's -·sirliply unboliovablo~ Iri providing da:t a : ancl spocificntioris on 
tho USO ' Gf wood fir aircraft; in designing edonomical ' c r at es and conthinors ' for . . ~ : . ' . 

-2-



~ '9 
all sorts of military s upplies and equipment, in~luding anti-air,craft guns, armored 
tra i .lers· and cars, ·as wel~~ as l)lunitions and· dt~~r supplies; in t·~aining inspectors 
for wood products and packaging; and in broadeil;l.ng, the use of plywood, plastics, 
and other chemical derivatives. of ·wood, outstanding contributions have been made. 

tess well known, perhaps, is the progress that has been made by research in in­
creasing output and conserving l abor in t,ho critical naval stores industry. Using 
chnmical treatments, gum yields in commercial dporations have b een increased 25 
percent. For the long pull substantial progro.!:ls. has also been made in thG se loc­
tion and rooting of ~trBins of ·pine yielding 2.'to 3 times as much gum as their as­
sociates of tho same size and vigor. 

Valuable assistance has boon render ed tho mil~t.?-rY in camouflage planting problems. 
Some of this work was only possible because of ~ccumulated knowledge gained from 
pr0-war investigations. On the other hand, some of tho newer findings will havo 

.: permanent value for tho future . For example, treatments to r oduc0 transportation 
·may pormit forest planting to be done at almost any season of thd year and may ox­
· t ~nd th:·l area that may bo succossfully planted to much more adv<Jrsn sites. . .. . [ . .; . : ~ 

I should not clos:J this brief sketch of the w~time··. acti vi tics of tho Forust · 
s ervice without ·r~fercnce to the guayule rubber project, the success of which will, 
I bc liovo, l ead to '..larly authorization for expansion beyond ths limitation ostab­
lishod last 'spring when it appo~od ·'thMt~further uso of irrigated· land for guayulo 
might intorf0r e unnecessarily with food production. On Juno .30 over 23,000 acres 
had boon planted. It is probable that tho project will ~a - expanded to an a r ea of 
:150,000 ··acres within tho next 2 yeers . Much of the oxparision, if undertaken, will 
be -in Texas and ths Southwest whcr o compoti tion foz: f qod .·cropland and for labor is 
not so acut~ as in California. · sovon nurseri es, aggrogoting about . 3,500 acres in 
O:xtcnt, ar a r oady with sufficient stock for n :;Jxt year's planting • .About 400 tons 
of high-quo.li ty rubber wer e Ina.nufacturod from mature shrub harv0st'ed in 1942 . · 
Exporimsnt a l plantings of Russi an dandGlion and of gold3nred arc also baing · 
carri sd forward. It is planned t o harvGst part of the 1943 plantitigs of both 
these crops in ~ order t o extract. a f3W t ons of rubber for' t9sti~~ .p~posos. 

·J 

Planning for Peac e 
I ., 

Productive fo~sts constitute so vital a part .c!.f . tho national oc onomy that wo must 
not f ail, whila making tho utmost contributi on ·to wartime needs, tc ·be planning f or. 
peace. Demobilization of the armed forces an~ tho releas e of l abor from war indus­
trie s is like ly to bG accompani ed by a period when it may be necessary t :; undertake 
a very l argo program of public ·works in order t o provide full employment, 

For est s ?..nd int·c:rmingl od forest r ange offer a l a r ge fi eld for public- works that may 
.be r~Hldily developed in post-war years. Ros~oration of forests o~ nonproductive · 

· l and by planting; rehabilitation of run-down forests by wooding, thinning; and . 
-pruning, and other timber stand impr ovement; ro.nga r csooding ; fire hazard r educ­
ti on; control of injurious insects and diseases; expansi on in tho forest recrea­
tional f aciliti es ; and improvements of tho wildlife habitat; all call for a large 
amount of l abor with a minimum of othsr 8Xp,mso'~ Such work can bo quickly st artod 
and easily susp~ndcd without cxcossivo l oss wh en tho nood f or empl oyment declines . 
It i s work which is worth while i n itself and should be ·carricd f orward on public 
forests o.s a conti4uing progr am i n any ovent • . ·' :~. 

B0yond that ther e· is need f or a l ar go amount of' .construction f or the development, 
protection, and utilization · of public f or e st ar0as . Only ha lf of the road sy st orn 
planned f or tho National ForGsts 1 s now built :·and of sati s f actory standar d . Shifts 
in r anga management t o make t hq .Nati ona.l For ests c ontribut o most fully t o t ho livG­
stoak oconomy of tho West undor :chang.ing . condi ti ons will r equire now water 

! !. . 
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.. ;~ ; !. , I · . . ~ l :' ~. ,'· ·• 
devolopJllpnts, add:ltion~J.:.f.oncing, and p:t;b.9;I' imp;rovomon:ts. Tho succass of tho part­

.ly completed. A:rr.oyo SocG flood contro~ pr,oject en the Los Ang"los Nn·tional Forest 
··in stabilizing ~ million _ c~b,ic yards, p.t.'; channel debris during heavy . storms last ~ 
J anuary and the effective protection afforded valley lands, home sites, and public 
utili tics by range reseed~ng l:!lld cr·n~o~ .. 41 tching :i,.n tho In~ormountain region indi-
c'1t G that wo hava only beg~ J. tns upst;-sam ·'1'/ork :which is dosirablo for watershed 
protection and flood controlo · i ,. 

; ; . ~ .. . ' ; : . 
. : :: . . :: .•. :...: -. 

Tl:).o voll,.Ullo :_.dnd geographic · distribution of, work- in. tho so fields may bo greatly ox­
pfinded by pushing tho acqui'siti on of"mi~liqns . of aorQs of forest land .. which seem 
d3stinod for public ownership. 

In I)iaiming fo; p~b'if'c wo~ks, ·I · am anxiou~ '}hat foresters ··~·o :·not .loso sight of tho 
fact that the nood for .omGrgency public wor,ks can· b ,., .kopt down .as· tho volume of 0m­
plo:Ymont furnished by privat_e industry_ is kG:gt up. In com:nunitios primard.ly dc­
p0Iid6nt upon forest industries, the level. of. permanent industry that ·can .ho sus­
tB;in~p. is directly related to the economic, -productivity of tho adjacent for.ast 
land. Far more fundamental than than relying on the forest as a source of roliof 
employment, is a fores:t policy. that will .contribu:te tq tho .so.curity and stability 
of private Dmployment by assuring continuoti .proc.lucti vi ty o.f for sst lands. . : 

. ._. ,_. 
If the forasts. arfil to mako_ their optimum cc.:q.tribution·.t-o · the ·welfare of the Nation, 
it will be noce~·sary to provide f 9r bettor care . end .. management than: thoy have thus 
far received. k~ economy .of nound~cc depends upon maintaining tho prqductivity of 
natural ~esourccs at a high love~, . . yet. today, aft or dc.cados of agi t nt ion and educa­
tional ·affort,: t _h e bulk of . ~he -~.)l~ting .. r--n pri vato f orest lands. is . net under any 
plans for porp;,)tuating tho productivity of tho. r osourco and on;.J-third of tho privare 
forest ~ea, ··including a lar,S~r.3 _part o:(. thn bost timber-growing land in· ths s nuth, 
is still .with.O.llt. organized fire protection. This is unpardonable! · 

:Looking to tho fu,ture, .thor o is good -;reasc·n to believe that post-war noods for 
'it.un:bor and other fore-st products will, in th0 ·aggrcgata, continuo at · or ncar tho 
wartime l ovel. Declining needs for war ptifposos will be offset by pent-up demands 
fc:r housing, wider applicA.tion of now tochniquos for using wood in: construction of 
all kinds, tho upward trend in utilization of pulp and pap or ·products, an·d ·other 

. developments. MQuldod. plywood dovoloped f or aircrnft will d.oubtloss ·find ·post-war 
.. use in automobiles, furniture, and perhaps other i toms. Plastics made largely or 
r.iiitiroly from wood have only begun to find conun.a;rGia l usos. ' And the manufacture 

. of alcohol from lignin is . intlicativ0 of tho field which may be opencd .by chemical 
r 3soarch and industrial engineering. . ... . . 

Wi,th pressure fr.om abroad t c help su,pply tho hugo quantities of lumb0r that will bo 
noedod f vr tho r;)ccnst_ructi cm of war-~orn _Europe added to a domestic demand already 
nlniost dC.uble the rat o .pf._annua l saw-timber grqwth, it should ba cbvio.us that only 
by the me st aggressi VO-:,m.ensurcs can . w~ hope to bring saw-timber grawt;h in ·line with 
needs; 

For e st Regulation Needed. , 
. .. 

. Scmo faroiliari ty with this .r egi on and· .:wi;th 3. rng,i:ons. in thQ West, coupl0d wi"th 
trips ·that I h ave r ec ently taken into t}1o Daop._.South· nn!li :th.o .NorthGast, convinco me 
~hat comprehonsivc forest legislation, including but not limited t o regulation of 
.:utting practic.cs, is n_c,1w .more urgsntly neqdod than over ·before. In making this 
statomont I am not in the .l east overlooking or di scount"ing tho many exemplos of 
good forest manago!_n:~A'~:. bY privot ·.J owners in a lmost every section nf the country. 

In this region _ ~ - need· ·nc ,moro than montiO.IJ. · such operati ons as tho Goodman Lumbar co. 
or tho Nekoosa-Edwards Paper Co. Out . in O~egon and Montana tho J, Neils Lumber Co . 
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has a sustained-yield program fully Gqunling in intensity Nati onal Forest opera.., 
ti ons···in tho pcnclcrosa pine type~ ·The fi:rc ':Protection system .:.n the Clemens Tree 
Fax~ iof .. tho Woyerheeusor · Lut:1bor Co~ in Washington· g'oes far beyond what we have boon 
ablo · t o·· pro vi do f or 'tho · National Forest~~ · :. 

Wi~hout projudico t o what is going c,n in o~hor regio~s, I bolievo I was most 
sti~rod by what I sew in t ho South. In the· Forest Service we have always empha­
sized the social value of ·productivo f or osts!and have striven to make tho National 
For bsts contribute effective ly t o. tha wolf~r~· of 'l ocal pooplo. But nowhor o hove 
the public forests done dny' batter than Mr; .Harley Langdal e who is building up an 
intonsi vo fore stry program on abc.ut 100,000 acres · noar Valdosta, Ga . Mr. Langdale 
is n ot ·c:nly going far beycnd ·minimum roquireinonts in turpentine practices and tim­
ber cutting' but he is 'providing improvecl 11 ving conditions f or tho peoplo who work 
on his property. Houses are r efurbished, fish pqnds arc constructed, and bird f ood 

·is planted t o ins~e good. · huntirig •. ' It .was .:;-eportod to mei that Mr. Lungdal o ' s .war 
output had not· been hand.i;cappocl by labor · probleiilS a s has b~on so generally tho case 
in ·the Sci uth and elsowhorO:. .; · · ~ · 

· And t o r ·a r or to Crossett, Ark.,· which has :s6 ·often boon ·cit ed as an outstunding 
Oxamplo o~ · intogratod utilizati on and COmmUnity QOV3lOpment, tho thing that im-' 
pr.ossod me most was ·current plans to: spli·t · the '5 ·d.istricts, into which tho hal.f; 

:inlnl.on-acro property had prEfviciusly ·been cU. vi'ded, so that the ·lo t echnical mc3n 
. r6s!ionsible for timbormarking and oth:er:..f'Ol'estry.\vork ·would average only about 
50· ~·000 acres each. They talk in terms pf a tO-ybetr . ·cu;tting cycle. Hero again 
is' 'an · intensity of mami.gemont equal tr• that of tho. Niitional F0r ests. · . . . . . . 

But with all those and· tho many others that· might" be listed, I ·savr much. mor e do"" 
structive · cutting than good forestry. To mo the basic facts on tho Nation's 
f orostry situation arc:~ clear enough. W•3 do not need any ful'ther r efinement of . 
·s t ati stics or survey cof war impacts, desirable ns that may bo, to determine what 
.f-;ur policy Should be. ·· The war has served· t o exagger ate tho trend of f or est de- · 

· ·· t oriora tion ond depletion which was only partia lly. and tempor a rily r oliovo!i d~~ng 
tho depr ession of the thirties. 

Thoro is i!J.bthing t 0 be gainod by dodging the fact · that, except in l oca litios· wh()ro 
vir gin timber still dominates , we cannot c c·ntinuo: indefini.toly t o cut moro than ·wo 
grow without impairing future : forest productivity. But our land has tho capacity 
and we should hava tho determination t o moot tho challenge. For if wo take steps 
t o improve und buiicl up tho prociucti ve growi'ng stock' ·by Nation-wide applicotion of 
good forest prA.c'\iices, tho annual gr owth ·can .bo increased t o a level which will 

' supply our people 'and inclustrie s .with aripl a . timber for all f oreseeabl e neods at 
r aasonablo cost, and a margin wili . bo l eft . i'or expbrt !or f or emer gency use . · 

. . . . . ~ . : . 
~h3 most urgent need is t o ' stop destrijctive cutting pO that the productivity of 

·8vory acra · now bearing merchantable timber may be r e t ained. I want t o say with 
a ll tho f orce I have that Nation-wide r egulati on of cutting practices on private 
fcrost l and undet :.: strong f ederal leadership is absolutely ossontial if needless 

· a6s~~uction of pr~ductivc growing stock is t o bo stopped • 
.. ' . J. . 

Iti ·t. s unfortunate that a ~ell-financed publicity campai~ sp.onsor od by the f orest 
industries during tha recent past should t end t o cultivate public complacency. whon 
t hv situation with r espect t o our forest resources is so unsatisfactory. As head 
of tho agency ·chiefly cuncernod with tho ' publi~ inter est .i'n ma intaining tho produc­
tivity of our . fo.r ests, I cannot l ot tho misleading publtcity of tho f or est indus­
trios pass unchallenged~ 

This campaign creat es the impression that li t ·tlo not already be.ing dono on pri yo.t o 
land is rioodod tb assure tho N,ation ample timber SUP!)liC!? f or tho futuro. It ,.yapliGS 

.. -:~-



a.tr inuvi table increase of nn~ual gr owth when lll ... f cifbst ~rs .:we know "that the usable 
growth depends upon me r chant able. gr owiil.g stoc k'. a_pcr: that ., it · c mmot · fncrease i f . de-
struction of tho producti vo gr owi ng s"tock is ' i ndo'tihi t ol y contfnuod, I t oxaggorotos 11 

t ho oxt .. mt and adequacy of industry pr bgr 'oss in gonrl f c r sst pr a cti ce, 

Since a forthright f c.cing of t he. ":facts would not be in~onsistent wi t h tho a~loged 
obj ectives of the inc1ustry, namely, '~to _J>erp6tuato t ho supply of forest products 
through sound forest management an~ to pr omot e undcr~tanding of f or est ownership 
and ent orpri so . ''" I cannot oscape the conclusion thct tho real object of this cam­
peign i s t o war d off public regulat i on which wes rocomrnonded in ona for m by tho Do­
partmont of Agriculture in 1940, bro).lght pefore Cc-ngrass in s ever al f or ms since 
then , and proposed f or legislnt~on_ in 14 sta t e s d~ring tho past winter~ 

I t h ink it fair to statv that tho need f or public ,r egulati on i s now r ecognized by 
many infor med people. But conservation l eaders ar c not in agr eement as tc. t ho r e­
sponsibility of tho Federal Government in such r 0gulation. It is my firm beli ef 
that r egulati on by stat e acti on unsupported by strong f' edor e.l l egislati on cannot bo 
offecti vo. Furthermore, I do not boliovo th_c.t fino.nci a], ~;~.id t o the St ates . to moot 
the ccsts of r egulati,en wfll induco ~:olucto.nt · or 'st_r ongl y' indepon<tent _states t o on­
act appr opri a to r egulatory 'l agi slat iot1. Nor wi~I it _gi :vo adequato assurance that 
tho leve:J.. =.of .:.. practic~s will bo sot at ·a sati sfacto,ry l ovol. In or der that Nati on­
wi_de regula t1on of cutting practices may como pr omptly and bo ·r oa soriably uniform in 
standards· and enforcement, federal l egisla tion is needGd which: will as a minimum 
give the Secra~ary o~ Agriculture aut,hority_ ("1) to set the stnnda.r ds _f or r 3quircd 
f or est pr act"icGs; (2) tr, pas s on t he pr acti'cos a dopted by tho Sta-tes; (3) to i n­
spect Gnforcoment; and J4) t o t ake direct e_ction wher e suitable state legi . .sle:t .~on 
is nqt· onact.:Jd .. and" wlfcro enforcement or tho standards ostablisho_d ar o no £. :.aw~optable. 

• • •• • • •• J•' 

-. .. . . . 
Of _ th·e .tlp:'o_o major lines of public action w.liich I would advoca.to, .f er ·a cc:mp,tpho_n-

. si vo .Aatic,nal pr ogram in f or estry-namely, r egulation of for0st -'p r ac_tice_s· on ·.Prl vato 
lands 1 a'id t .o forest landOWnGrS 1 and i ncroasOd publiC ownorship~regulatiOJl nus. in­
\rdked tho most controversy. 

It is quite probable t hat tho l arger part of the job of public. acqui si t i on \'!'ill f a ll 
t o the F~deral Gpvcrnmont ·.. This does net i n tho laast di scount tho dosirab;i.lJ ty of 
an ·3nle.rg_ed program of sta~o and community forests. . .... 

Tho Federal Govprnmotit should also play an important part in tho a ids and incentives 
of ;fpr od to private landowners. Federal -contributi ons l oom l ar go in fire cont~.ol and 
\3?C-~ unsion sorvicGs . For£~ st r osear,ch has made its most substantial con;tributi qtls i ll 
the vrork of t ho :t'odoral f or est oX!>orimcnt sta"tions and tho For est Products Labor a­
tory; · Tho forest survoy would bo a hopol oss jumbla if l eft t o uncoordinated state 
acti op.. Tho fi_a lds of f or est credit and forest insurance couH not bo safel y under­
written on a stat~ . ba$iS. All those clearly call . fer action on a nati onal l cvol. 

In tho light of tho si-gnificance of forest ccn8orvation for national defense and 
nati ana l welfare, the intordopondonco of states in r agard to timber supp).y, .and the 
3Xt ont t o which tho Federal Government must functi.on in tho. fi el ds just · mentioned: 
_it is strange t hat tho qu,)sti on of f eder al r -osponsibi·li ty i n r ospoct to r egul ation 
qf cutting pr actices has appf)ar e•l so controversial. · 

i ::- .. 

~·~~ ~hr·ut pro ~uriico t o tho capacity and nbili ty of sever al str ong states t o" ·shoul der 
· .. hv public r osponsi bi 1~ ty for keeping · forest Hmd-? within tho;ir border·s ·pr o due ti vo, 
it i s true that ·' matl.y ·of · thG states whore ac·ti o:n· is most urgont wi ll havo groat · 
r1: fficulty in handling the job cffccti vcly. And onl y unaor federa l lc~adorship 
~an thG public have assurance ~f uniformity of po licy between states and of frco­
-lqm f r om undosir able c ompGt i ti vc ctndi ti ons ari"sing Ci thor from tomptati on er 
~ressure in individual states to keep standards low. 

:t;:. 



. " . ., 

.. 

The time has ccme to look beyond the oxigoncics of war t o assuro full and con­
tinued proriucti vi ty of our yi tal natural r f)scurccs. A comprohcnsi vo forest pc·licy 
in which rogulation of forost practices must go . hand in hand with bettor protec­
tion, expansion of public aids, incrc.asod public ownership, and continuing roscarch 
will provo indispensable in tho structure of security which wo hope will mark an 
·:Jnduring peace. 

-7-



NORTH PACIFIC REGION 
FOREST SE:RVICE, U. S. DEPART!ffi1'1' OF AGRICULTURE 

E. T;. ALLER 
Dee. 1908 - Hov. 1909 
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Dee. 1909 - Mar. 1911 

GEO. B. CECIL 
April, 1911 - Feb. 1925 

c. )(. GRARGER 
Mar. 1925 - Feb. 1930 

F. WATTS 
April 1, 1939 -

C. J. BUCK 
1930 - Mar. 1939 
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~&ttl atarted in forest aerYice at 28 aa a laborer. Today 
hief foreater of the United Statea. He Ia the first man 
the far weat in yean to reach "that high pooitiou. 

~yle WaHs, New._Chief Forester, 
~iews Nation's Wooded Regions 
is a Heritage of All the People 
:ARD L. NEUBERGER 
ll \\o·nter. Th• On:, onlan 
f iRST WILDERNESS 
ver made with Lyle 
1S on the steep w ater­
e Mount Hood national 
! were sitting on a lava 
ch faced off towards 
•rega n. In the shadows 
:ernoon, the firs of the 
lope blended evenly 
distant pine woods of 
•glon. We seemed to be 
• bowsprit of a sh ip 
a measureless green 

lOinted eastward, out 
vast solitudes. "This 
·esents the heritage of 
he said. ''Forests like 

elone to all the A mer-. 
e, to men and women 
tale. It 1a up to u o to 
.. t.wba ..-o.al..&.of..-bo 

state to study forestry , and won 
both bacl!elor' s and master's 
degrees in that subject at Iowa 
State college. His graduation 
was cum laude. 

In the United States forest 
service Lyle Watts came up the 
hard way. He is , so to speak , the 
former switchman who became 
president of the railroad, the 
paper bo:t who became editor . 
In 1913, when he was 23 years 
old, he started w ith the forest 
service as a laborer. He cleared 
t rails. felled trees, saddled 
horses, cleaned stables. Most of 
this toil took place in Utah In 
1915 he met N ell Bowman' in 
Ogden and married her. They 
have two children-Gordon L . 
Watts, a lieutenan t of eneineers 
t Camp Ctaibourne, Louialana, 
nd Jur:>e A. Watts, who Is an 

.DJ.oy" Af'-*h.. '\8"11 1 ___ ._ _ .. . 

To_ Lyle 

,. 

es 
. ' 

Teddy Roosev~lt Called It ··a Jo~ 
. ' . ~ 

Of 'Sacred Trust' ... Today It_-ls~J 
In the Hands of a Portland M~n 

ance against the destruction of said to · him, "Remember tl 
refor ested areas as well as com- other fellow may be r ight 

. · d .. And Watts commented , " Y1 
merc18l limber s ta n s. . ' ha ve to approach issues w i• 

For many years d ivergent 1 that k ind Qf open mind . Othe 
groups have w ra ngled over the wise you will be arbitrary a r 
use of Amer ica's national for- dogmatic a nd stubborn . No or 
ests. F ishermen want power is infallible." 
a nd irrigation dams kept out. Safeguarding the w ilderne 
Lumber companies believe that is practically a creed w ith th 
careless fishermen sta r t wanton slender man who has made to 
fir_es.. Campe~s d islike indis- estry his career. Tr ees to h i1 
cn m mate grazmg. Stockmen re- a re no mere inanimate growth 
sent the influence of recreation-
isis. Some conservation groups WOODS: 
believe the national forests 
,should be entirely closed to 
commercial development. They 
claim that commercial usc is 
ruining the solit'\des. 
· What is the attitude of the 

new chief for ester in this re· 
spect? "Obviously."' he con­
tends, "our nat ional forests. our 
timbered mountains, are, essen­
t ial to a lot of uses. It is my 
philosophy that a ll these uses 
can be enjoyed on any sizeable 
area at the same time. Surely 
there are a r e a s like camp 
gr ounds and r oadsides where 
neither timber cutt ing nor gr az­
ing can be allowed, or if it is 
allowed. then restricted to the 
off-season. There are winter 
ranges w hich must be held for 
game, and t he r e are areas 
where the system of timber cut­
ling must be varied to meet 
public demands. 

CO-OPERATION: 

Insures All Groups 
Of Forest Equipment 

"But, by and large, we can 
d o all of these things on the 
same area if there is a fine de­
gree of co-operation between 
the different classes of use rs; if 
we have tolerance of the other 
fellow's views a nd he of ours. 
ProbAbly no single use can be 
enjoyed 100 per cent under 
this multiple-use administration. 
But the stockman can enjoy 75 
per Ce\'}t of the th ings he wants. 
The wildlil er can have perhaps 
75 per cent as much big game 
~~-•~!! -~?.'-!~d .. have with com-

Hold Deep Meaning 
For Chief Foreater • 

· As Watts strolls . through 
wood in Oregon or a grove i 
Montana. each sight has meal 
ing for him-the acorns on th 
ground, the scars on the trE 
t r unks, the patches of snow o 
the d istant hills, ..the color c 
the water In the ,cr eeks, th 
chirping of the squirrels, th 
tracks of deer and elk. Thes 
things tell him about the healt 
of the w ilderness, just as" veir. 
and sk in and eyes denote to 
physician the condition of h1 
patient. After il journey 1 
eastern Oregon, Watts observe 
to J ustice William 0 . Douglas c 
the supreme cou rt that he ha 
seen some uplands grazed bar 
and that grazing would-have t 
be watched. 
, Ly le Watts will not be th 
desk·pounding. noisy type of e > 
ecutive. He is essentially qu1e· 
Around the logs of a leapin 
fir e in the woods, I have see 
him say less than anyone els 
in the group, although he be: 
of a ll was qualified to comrner 
on the topics of conver satio• 
But when he did talk, ever) 
one listened and what he sa• 
was genera lly right to the cor 
of the subject. "Mr. Watt 
k nows an awful lot about th 
woods, doesn't he?" young J irr 
my Rosenma n. son of Judg 
Samuel I. Rosenman, a sked m 
on· a drive up the Hood r ive 
valley one sunny altenioo 
three years ago. 

Watts' fr iends in the Pacifi 



~. Lrle ·viatta atarted in forest ...... l~e at 28 aa a laborer. Today 
he b ~ief forester of the UniJed· States. He Ia the first man 

- from · the·· far west> In years to .. rea~h ' that high positiou. 
, , . . . 

.. : ;.,.:· · /-tyle.'Watts, New. Chief Forester, 
Views Nation's Wooded Regions 
As a Heritage of All the · People 

,.:.
1 

BY RICHARD L. NEUBERGER 
,. 8pec:Lal Wr1tH, Tb• onaonta.n · 

THE . FIRST WILDERNESS 
trip I ever made with Lyle 
Watts was on- the steep water· 
shed of the Mount Hood national 
f s>rest. We were sitting on a lava 
crag which !aced off towards 
eastern Oregon. In the shadows 
of late afternoon, the firs of the 
Pacific slope blended evenly 1 

with the distant pine woods of 
the dry region. We seemed to be 
riding the bowsprit of a ship 
cleaving a measureless green 
sea. 

Watts pointed eastward, out 
over the vast solitudes. "This 
scene represents the heritage of 

" he said. "Forests like 

state to study forestry, and won 
both bacjlelor's' and master's 
degtees in that subject at Iowa 
State college. His graduation 
was cum laude. 

In the United States forest 
service Lyle Watts came up the 
hard way. He is, so to speak, the 
former switchman who became 
president of the railroad, the 
paper bo~ who became editor. 
In 1913, when he was 23 years 
old, he star ted with the forest 
ser vice as a laborer. He cleared 
trails , felled trees, saddled 
horses, cleaned stables. Most of 
this toil took place in Utah. In 
1915 he niet Nell Bowman in 
Ogden and married her. They 
have two children-Gordon L. 



using 
them. We.muat uae them today 
for lumber,• for reereaUon. for 
grazing, for dl'ainage and water 
supply. And wemuat save them 
for the next generation, so th.at 
they. in. turn, can claim slmilar 
benefits." • 
· ' In the gatherlne dusk his blue 
eyes-the eyes of a forester­
were brleht with enthusiasm. 

• This is the philosophy which 
Lyle F ord Watts now brings to 
the most important.forestry post 
on earth, the position of chief 
of the United States forest serv­
ice. At 52 he has just become 
America's first chief forester in 
four years. Since Ferdinand A. 
Silcox died in 1939, the forest 
service has had no permanent 
head. The assignment had been 
filled by temporary appoint-

L 
ments until last month, when 
President Roosevelt and Secre­
tary of Agriculture Wickard 
soddenly decided upon Watts. 

A:MERICA: 

Foremost Amoag 
Lumbar Produc:ara 

• The United States produces 
more lumber than any other na­

.tion. In America grow the 
world's greatest stands of tim­
ber. Tl}e management and pro­
tection of this invaluable re­
source are now the r'esponsibil­
ity of a lean, rangy Portlander 
w.ho in 1938 became head oc.the 
fQ.I'est , servlco. in the Pacific: 
n'orthwest. Watts occupies a post 
long held in esteem by the Amer­
Ican · people. Gifford Pinchot 
first f.illed it. John Muir and 
Teddy Roosevelt called it a job 
of sacred t~:ust. _ . 

The· :chief · forester of ' the 
United ' States . Is · direc tly in 
charge of the national forests of 
the land. ·Tiiese 'forests embrace 
th.e country's most magnificent 
wilderness-the hardwood for­
ests of Michlga'n, the Lake Supe­
rior meadows, the. dense ".rain 
fQrests" of the Oregon sea 'coast, 
Idaho's lordly Ponderosa piries,' 
the gentle woodlands of the 
southern states. America 's na­
tional forests aggregate 151.897,-
000 acres. This is nearly three 
times the area of' the British 
I;;les. 

· To a post so crowded with r~ 
sponsibility Lyle F. Watts of 
Portland, Oregon, brings a rich 
background of forestry experi­
ence. He was born in Cerro 
G,ordo county of Iowa on No­
vember 18, 1890. He attended 
the public schools of Clear Lake, 
Iowa, and later his family 
moved to Bellingham, Washing­
ton. He returned to his native 

com:>any Portland. '? 
, ID-1D28'Lyle Watts took~ 'family-lived -at 809· N- ·E .• 311th ,.dreds ol ~eet to house 

-ua~oeoursea ln.forestry. lito Utah avenue. · each aoldier. Shi117uda use 
Agncultural college, and the . , 
next 'year was• appointed a sil- The forest serv1ce s new chief vast . quauU of. lumqer for 
vlculturist for the forest serv- /ls a friendly, mild-mannered piles• and-"d • Spruce for 
ice. He studied •trees from roots \.man. On t. he trail he says little / airplanes is ~ed in America 
to crown. From 1931 until 1936 but sees much. At the end of a \ and England." ~Wtary can,ton­
he was director of the northern wilderness day he can tell his ,ments are llt~y b\18eiumber 
Rocky mountain fo:est experi· companions around the camp accul'l_luia_tiona. And when I the 
ment ,station, and m 1936 he fire the condition of the range, war 1s fma~ won, enormous 
was. appointed regional forester the flow of the streams, the a'!'ounts of Aaerlcan timber 
for. the north central region, quality of the timber, the sur- Will be requlnd to reconstruct 
Which center ed on the states of vlval opportunities of the wild the shattered continent of Eu-
the Great ~ake~. T~ere. ~e d!d life. Like Thoreau, the wilder- rope. t· j 
an outstandmg JOb m a1d1ng In ness to him is a page to be read. • · 
the resuscitation of a once- Watts has the long, easy lope FORESTEB: · 
great lumber area. of a woodsman and covers ' 
~ive years ago Mr. Si.lcox, then ground tireless.ly. Tramping i.s Haa toM. Sur' 

ch1ef o!the forestserv1ce, placed no effort for him, although in Lumbe~ ·~ata 
Watts in charge of the organiza- recent~years some trouble with . J J 
tio!l 's ~ost . import~t. region. ~is back has restricted his ac· Lyle F. Walta must see to it 
Th1s reg1on IS the Pac1.Ctc north- hv1ty. that sufficieniumber is avail-
west •. which supplies more than in a world at war, with able for vic . And he also 
a t~urd of the lumber of the America the principal ar senal must see to 1 at"'the forests 
nation. Watts moved to Port- of tfte democratic nations, the and w~are spared for 
land, where he made his home position of chief fores ter of the the next g~n. As he sa id 
until last month, when he was United States is more important on the sl Mount Hood 
called to Washingto~ to head than ever before. Lumber ts a that bright oon he must 
the forest serv1cc m all 48 critJcal mater ial, one of the most try both to UJf the forests and 
state~ and Alaska. He and h is critical of all. It requires hun· save them. ~ N....- chief fores ter 

Fi.ah~rmea ":.vant po.;.~r aad ir;igation da,;.~;~~ ·fa;~-:.·,:;;~,;,., 
lumbermen acc:uae careleaa fishermen of starling fires •. • etc. 
But Lyle Watts bali•••• there is room In th• forests for all 
groups If they but co-operate and h .. d other fellow's rights. 

ever faced a rterner task , for 
never was lurrber in such ur­
~tent demand. :n fact , the war 

; l>roduction beard has listed 
wood along with· steel and alu· 
minum as one of the vital sin· 
ews of war. Without an ade· 
quate supply of lumber, the 
war machine would jolt to a 
creaking halt. 

/ Lyle Watts .. an advocate of 
'\sustained yifti. This means 

that the foreslfahould be main 
tained as a &olne Institution , 
the amount o( lumber cut be· 
ing kept In lalailce with the 
new growth. "Yet," he recently 
added, '"sustaited yield for the 

· nation or regiOn or ·trtate is not 
enough. We must get right 
down to sustained yield for 
communities or working cir­
cles. Just so loog as we are sat· 
isfied with a ;ype of sustained 
yield that ballnces an overcut 
on Puget soun~ territory by an 
undercut in southwestern Ore­
gon- that long we will m iss the 
answer to the real problem. 

"It's a huma~ problem , Frank· 
ly, it ls the wmds ' workers and 
their families which come first 
in my mind a: I view -our for­
es t problem. it Is the commu· 
nities that ' ll)t built up and 
broken down.IIt is the unem­
ployment and relle1 loads and 
distressed . loeat governmen ts 
that follow ~ the wake of 
closed mills lbat · make a na­
tional problem. U you have 
worked In tbe Lake states or 
the Ozarks, :rou get the point. 
Shifting poplllatlons and ups 
and down in community well­
being can -- be overcome 

by big 
the m 
Uons.u 
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·rvice's new chief vast 'qu.am"u~l 
, mild-mannered , I plies· 
rail he says little · airpla 

At the cncl of a and 

0 _b y hl&h wa&es, .;h~rt .. _ho~ra .. or 
use the more recent .Paid vaca· 
for tlons." 

As basic precautionary meas­
ures Watts has urged five re­
quirements for better forestry: 

' ....... ... " . .. .... . .... , . ,in~ nr n l"l"rf. 

Teddy Roosev~lt Called It a. Jo~ 
Of 'Sacred Trust' ... Today It_-1~ 
In the Hands of a Portland Man 

ance against the destruction of 
reforested areas as well as com· 
mercia! timber stands." , 

For many years divergent 1 

groups have wrangled over the 
use of America's national for­
ests. Fishermen want power 
and irrigation dams kept out. 
Lumber companies believe that 
careless fishermen start wanton 
fires. Campers disli ke indis­
criminate grazing. Stockmen re­
sent the influence of recreation­

said to · him, "Remember the 
other fellow . may be right." 
And Watts commented, "You 
have to approach issues with 
that kind Qf open mind . Other­
wise you will be arbitrary and 
dogmatic and stubborn. No one 
is infallible." 

Safeguarding the wilderness 
is practically a creed with this 
slender man who has made for­
estry his career. Trees to him 
are no mere inanimate growths. 

isis. Some conservation groups WOODS: 
believe the national forests 
should be entirely closed to 
commercial development. They 
claim that commercial use is · 

Hold Deep. Meaning 
For Chief Foreoter 

ruining the solitu,des. -~As Watts strolls · through ti. 
- wha( is the attitude of the wood in Oregon or ' a grove in 
new ch1~f fo_rester ,,m this re- Montana, each sight has mean­
spec!? ObviOusly, he con· ing for him-the acorns on the 
t~nds, "our !'latio~al forests. our ground, the scars on the tree 
bmbered mountams, are, essen· trunks the patche~ of snow on 
tial to a lot of uses. It is my the di~nt hills. ,the color of 
philosophy that all thes_e uses the water In the ,creeks, the1 · 
can be enjoyed on ~ny sizeable chirping of the squirrels, the 
area at the same h~e. Surely t racks of deer and elk. These 
there are a r e as _like camp things tell him about the health, 
grounds and roadsides where of the wilderness just as veins 
~either timber cutting nb_r l!raz- and skin and cy~s denote to a 
mg can be allowed, or 1f Jt Is physician the condition of his 
allowed. then restricted to. the patient . Arter a journey_ in 
off-season. There arc wmtcr eastern Oregon, Watts observE'd 
ranges which must be held for to Justice William 0. Douglas of 
game, and t h ere are areas the supreme court that he had 
where the system of limber cut· seen some uplands grazed bare , 
ling must be vaned to meet and that gTazing would •have tu 
public demands. be watched. 

CO·OPERA TION: . 

Inoureo All Groupo 
Of Foreot Equipment 

"But, by and large, we can 
do all of these things on the 
same area if there is a fine de­
gree of co-operation between 
the different classes of users; if 
we have tolerance of the other 
!ellow's views and he o! ours. 
Prob~bly no single use can be 
enjoyed 100 per cent under 
this multiple-use administration. 
But the stockman can enjoy 75 
per cent of the thin&s he wants. 
The wildlifer can have perhaps 
75 per cent as much big game · 
as • he · would.' ha'l(.&o wi1Jl1 coll!· 

. plete' elimination of llve.toek. 
cet an 

, Lyle Watts will not be the 
desk-pounding. noisy type of ex· 
ecutive. He is essentially qutet. 
Around the logs of a leaping 
fire In the woods, I have seen 
him say less than anyone else 
in the group, although he best 
of all was qualified to comment 
on the topics of conversat ion. 
But when he did talk, every· 
one listened and what he .said 
was' generally r ight to the core 
of the subject. "Mr. Walts 
knows an awful lot about the 
woods, doesn't he?" young Jim­
my Rosenman, son of Judge 
Samuel I. Rosenman, asked -me 
on· a dr ive up the Hood river 
valley one sunny afterrlQ<>n 
three years aeo. . • ' 

• Watls'_!riends_ in the Pacific 
northwest Ieaton. ln· 
elude 

band of sheep has a road ltles , 
he travels and destroyed the forestry experts like Dr. George 
wild flowers. That's multlple \: W. Peavey, planners like Lieu· 
use. It's tolerance with the other 1 tenant-Colonel Roy Bessey. Not 
man's viewpoint so that our ntor many years· has anyone 
u .... c t ,.,ifrll" r-nl'\""'c t>~n rfn thP mnJ:l 1/ f r n m fhP {Ar WC!St been e levated 



t service's new chief 
Uy, mild-mannered piles and 
~ trail he says little ! airplanes·-. --·.,...·-­
ch . At the end of a \ and 
iay he can tell his 

around the camp 
dition of the range, 
f the streams, the 
he timber, the su.r­
tunities of the wild 
horeau, the wilder· rope. 
is a page to be read. 
:he long, easy lope 
tsman and covers 
lessly. Tramping is 
r him, although in 

tions." 
As basic precautionary meas­

ures Watts has urged five re­
quirements for better forestry: 

1. Insure the leaving of need­
ed seed trees of desirable spe­
cies and prevent th~ unneces­
sary destruction of reproduc­
tion and immature y o u n g 
growth. 

2. Insure safeguarded use and 
control of fire, including exer­
cise of preventive measures. 

3. Prevent clear cutting and 
deforestation unless positive as· 
surance is fort hcoming of nat­
ural restocking or, ii need be, some trouble with 

s restricted h is ac- must see to it of replanting. 

rld at war, with 
' principal arsenal 
>cratic nations, the 
h ief forester of the 
s is more important 
efore. Lumber Is a 
rial, one of the most 
ll. It requires hun-

is avail- 4. Prevent the use of destruc· 
he also tive logging methods and equip­
forests ment. 

~~~f~~:~e~fJ~~. spared fot> 5 . ..Prevent excessive grazing 
te As he said in critical run-off, erosion and 

Hood forest r eproduction areas. 
he must Some of these proposals are 

the forests and already in effect. A number of 
save them. chief forester lumber companies have adopt· 
ever faced a f,!erner task, for ed them. The 1941 session of 
never was lumoer in such ur· the Oregon state legislature, at 

A
ent demand. In fact, the war the urging of Governor Charles 
reduction bcerd has listed A. Sprague, enacted laws z:e· 

wood a!Qng with· steel and alu· quiring a certain proportion of 
minum as on~tlof the vital sin· trees to be spared in the cut· 
.ews of war. Without an ade· ting of timber. These trees will 
quate supply~! lumber, the serve to seed the land for a new 
war machine . uld jolt to a growth . Many lumbermen have 
creaking' halt. · voluntarily abandoned the old 

< Lyle Watts an advocate of "cut out and get out" philoso­
sustained . y - This means phy and have undertaken stren· 
that the forest should be main uous conser vation programs. 
tained as a • ing Institution, Watts r egards the Pacific 
the amount lumber cut be· northwest as t he one region in 
ing kept in~ ltalailce · with the the land where a substantial 
new growth. ~et," lie recently growth of timber can be perpet· 
added, "sustailed yield for t he uated. In other. regions entirely 
nation or regiOn or~1tate is not new starts must be made. "The 
enough. We :must get right Paciiic northwest," he said not 
down to sus1llined yield for long ago, "still has vast areas of 
communities or working cir- virgin forests, in spite of the 
cles. Just so long as we are sat· fact that we a lready have cut 
isfied with a type of sustained out the better half of the tim­
yield tha t balances an overcut ber of Washington and are be· 
on Puget sound territory by an ginning to concentrate in Ore­
undercut in . southwestern Ore- gon. The Douglas !ir belt in 
gon-that Ion( we will miss the . we~tern Oregon and Washing­
answer to the real problem. ton has one-third of the remain· 

"It's a huma~ problem. Frank· ing old growth timber of conti· 
ly, it is the wJds' workers and nental United States." 
their families hich come first Watts bas frequently cieclared 
in my mind a I view-our for· that adequate reforestation is 
est problem. :It is the commu· dependent upon effective fire 
nities that ..... built up and control. Otherwise, in his opin­
broken ,,do'lfllj It Is,. the unem- ion, . the new t rees will simply 
ployment anld reliei loads and constitute a fire trap. Small 
distressed , I I governments trees, scattered among under· 
that follow the wake of brush, are mostly tinder. "I.n 
closed mills at · make a na- many places," he once told a 
tiona! probl. U you have meeting of lumber workers, "a 

""' l:lo.vlce photo. worked In ~ Lake states or tree-planting program would 'be 
ept from streams: the Ozarka, ,.ou get the point. providing f uel for fires which 

allowed, then restricted to the 
off-season . There are winter 
ranges which must be held for 
game, and there are areas 
where the system of timber cut­
ting must be varied to meet 
public demands. 

CO-OPERATION: . 

Insures All Groups 
Of Forest Equipment 

p~ti~·;l~·· A'ii;r --~·-·;~~·~n;y .. ;,; 
eastern Oregon, Watts observed 
to Justice William 0. Douglas of 
the supreme court that he had 
seen some uplands grazed bare , 
and that grazing would•have to 
be watched. 
, Lyle Watts will not be the 
desk-pounding, noisy type of ex· 
ecutive. He is essentially qu1et. 
Around the logs of a leaping 
fire in the woods, I have seen 
him say less than anyone else 

"But, by and large, we can in the group, although he best 
do a ll of these things on the of all was qualified to comment 
same area if there is a fine de- on the topics of conversation. 
gree of co-operation between But when he d id talk, every· 
the different classes of users; if one listened and what he said 
we have tolerance of the other was' generally right to the core 
fellow's views and he of ours. of the subject. "Mr. Watts 
Probably no single use can be knows an awful lot about the 
enjoyed 100 per · cent under· woods, doesn't he?" young Jim­
this multiple-use administration. my Rosenman, son of Judge 
But the stockman elm enjoy 75 Samuel I. Rosenman, asked me 
per ce~t of the things he wants. on· a drive up the Hood river 
The wildlifer can·.have perhaps · valley•.•one • sunny ' afternoon 
75 per cent as much big game ' three .years • l • 
as.' h,.+ w.oulcl; ha'l.«t>1wlth f~m· · . \'latts' in· the Pacific 

• plete ·elimination of livestock. The,r 
aet an like 

eome areu bad 
immediately-after lo.glng or ·•. ~uthor· 
band of sheep has trailed a road ities like Ffnley, 
he travels and destroyed the forestry experts like Dr. George 
wild flowers. That's multjple \. W. Peavey, planners like Lieu­
use. It's tolerance with the other tenant-Colonel Roy Bessey. Not 
man's viewpoint so that our ,- for many years has anyone 
vast wilderness can do the most.' from the far west been elevated 
to improve our conditions." 1 to the principal forestry posi· 

Th is statement epitomizes the tion in the land. Men who 
kind of chief forester Lyle F. have been associated with L yle 
Watts will probably be. An ar- F. Watts feel certain he will 
dent conservationist, he never- establish a distinguished preee· 
theless believes that the vast dent. And they also point to the 
national forests of the United advantage of having America's 
States can be adjusted to all forest resources supervised by a 
the demands of a complex so- man thoroughly · familiar with 
ciety, in war as well as in the dominant forest region of 
peace. Once he told me that an the continent, the Pacilic north­
old pioneer in eastern Oregon west. 

ting fires • •• etc. Shifting poplflations and ups will occur unless a nationwide 
he forests for all and down in~mmunity well- program for ·p rotecting all for. , 
tr fellow's rights. being can-.n"r'r be overcome est lands from fire gives insur· 

Three years ago Lyle .Watts, left, and the author, center, took 
Judge ' Samuel ' L . Rosenman; one of · President' Roosenlt'a 
chief advisers, to Timberline lodge, high on Mount Hood. Rol­
enman was much imprened with ·Watts' forestry knowledoe. 
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The followin><: i nform? tion :n.sy 8e of i n t ere st to some of t he 
current and ~etirej members of the ? c re st Se rv i ce nfemily" : 

1-'I rs. Nell B. (nee Eo;~man) \vatts , the ividow of Lyle F. 'l!atts 
(chief of the Fo res t Servic e 1942- 52) , died pe acefully i n 
her sle ep earl y Nc·r::h 2e, 1 983 , a t Ave Me r i a Convalescent 
Hospital in Nontere:y, California . She '.vas 95 years old -
born J anuP.. ry 29, 1 88.3, in Park City , Ut r:>h . 

She is survived by a son - Gordon Lyle 'tla tts , of n ea r by 
Carmel , Ca lifornia - e nd by six gr andc hildren and four great ­
grandctildren . Gordon , his '"1fe Vir~inia , anG. two of the 
~rand -daughters were wi t h her shortly illlefore her death . She 
was weak but serene end still smil i ns . ~ 

/ 



Mr . Cherl e s p . Teague , Jr . 

9500 Cente r Street, Apartment 10 
Ga rmel, Ca lifornia , 93 923 
J anuary 27 , 1 982 

Dirac tor of Adm i n i strative r1anagement 
Fo rest Service 
u. s . De partment of Agric ulture 
Washi ngton , D. c . 20013 

De a r G huck : 

Sinc e I wrote t o you on February 23 , 1 981, some fu r ther info r ­
ma tion about my f e ther (Lyle F . Wat ts) ha s been prov i ded to me . 
This m~: kes it des irabl e fo r me to make some substantia l 9ha.n~s 

___in some of the ..d.a.:t& v.,rh ich I prov i ded to you then , i n Items No . 
1, 2 , 3 , and 6 , in the 1-.rriteup titled "LYLE FORD ' ATTS - BIO­
GR.APHIC 6L D".T- II . 

It appe a rs to be simpler to r ewrite these items comple tely than 
to e ttempt to detail t he changes i n d ividua lly . The revised 
items are enclosed . 

Recently , '.olhile I 1.vas v isiting our da ug hte r in S2nta Cru z , I 
talked brie f l y by phone to RonDl d Fa hl of t he Fore s t HiPtQ~y 
Soc ie~y . I told him I wa s send i ng you these change s . He sug­
ges ted t hat I , send. a copy d irectly to h i m, in c a se t i me might 
be impo r t ant in the b iogr aphic 8 l pro j e ct . ' I am doing this . 

Please feel fre e to contact me if it eppears tha t I can be of 
any further service . 

T'larmest r ega r ds t o you and anyone e l se I may still lmow in t he 
' f .gs hing ton Off i ce . 

Sincerely , 

,~rly 
Gordon L . ··ratt s 

Enclosure 



LYLi: ~ORO '•lATTS - REVISED BI OG£11\PH IS/\L Df!T.'\ 
(Pr ovided by Gordon L · ':Tatts 1 /27/82) 

1 . r.:y f e the r , Lyle Ford '·la t t s , was bor n on the T at ts f amil y 
f a rm (settled on by Lyle~~ran1fet he r, Daniel Phil more ~utts , 
in 1 875 - farm s i ze unknmvn) in Sect ion 28 , Lincoln Tovmship , 
Serre Gordo County , I O'.·la (near Cleflr Lake ) on tTovember 1 8 , 
1890 . Lyle ' s mi dd l e n8me probabl y ca~e from his mothe r ' s 
mothe r (h i s g r andmothe r) J efln Ford , whose f a t her (Lyl e ' s 
gre"~ t gr andfa the r) was J ame s Ford . 

2 . Lyl e ' s pa rents were J ames .A . tlatts and .Ma r y J ane Lig~ett , 
who were me r r i ed on April 27 , 1 879 · (Some f emily records 
sho\v h i s mot her ' s n ame es uLeggit", end othe r s as •'Li gget 1

' 

2nd "Ligg itt 11
, but the f irst spelling v1es used by Lyle . 

Jame s v1as bo rn on July 3 , 1 Q51 , in Gl oucestershi re , England , 
a t a pl a ce prese ntly unkno,m . He died on May 29 , 1924 , in 
Bellingham , '•Tashi ngton . f.1a ry J ane 11~s born on January 11 , 
1 860 , in • ·;raukon , probabl y I o\·ra (some family rec ords show 
'la ukon , ·:iscons in, but no such place is listed i n current 
a tlases) . She d i ed on :t.~ay 17 , 1 919 , i n Bellingham , ':lash ing ­
t on . 

3 . Info rmation about Lyle Pnd his brothers Rn d sisters , in the 
order of their b irths : 
Name Birth Da t e Dea t h DPte 

Lester (Di ed in i nfancy ) J an . 1 4 , 1880 Mar . 21 , 1880 

Shirl ey _fl . (Brother ) 

(Les lie) Robert (Erother) 

Alice (Siste r - m~ rried 
n eme r eyers - t wi n ) 

Gladys (S is ter - married 
n Rrne 0' Je i l - t wi n ) 

Cecil Cla ir (Brother) 

V Lyl e Ford 

? 

? 

? 

? 

Aug . 

r-;ov . 

' 1881 ? ' 1945 

, 1 882- 3? Unknown 

' 1 884 Fe b . ? ' 1962 

' 1 884 UnknoWt') 

23 , 1 888 Aug . 9 , 1969 

1 8 , 1 890 June 15, 1 962 

Las t .rle s idence 

Cerro Gord o 
County , I owa 
Probabl y Cl ea r 
Lake , Iowa 
Fon du Lac , 
''lisconsin 

Oshkosh , 
Wisconsin 

~e l linghom , 
.h s hingt on 
Clea r Lake , 
I o1va 
Port l and , 
Oregon 

6 . Ava ilabl e informe tion i ndica t e s tha t Lyl e 8nd h i s pa r ents move d 
.- to Bellingha m, ''las hing ton , for about one yea r (1903- 04 ) durins 

h i s youth . Hmvever , ot hen; i se he attended g r ade s chc'"' l ~nd high 
school (Pnd \vas graduat ed fro m h i gh s chool) i n Clea r Lake , Iowa , 
befo re ettending I owa st ~ te College in Ame s . 
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Biographical Sketch of Lyle Ford Watts (1890-1962) 

By Frank J. Harmon 

Lyle Watts, seventh Chief of the Forest Service (1943-52), was born 

November 18, 1890 near Clear Lake, Iowa, and studied forestry at Iowa State 

College, Ames, receiving his B.S. degree in 1913. He later received M.S.F. and 

honorary D.Sc. degrees there. As a student he had two summer jobs with the 

Forest Service, which· he joined upon graduation, remaining in it for over 38 

years, virtually his entire career, both in field research and land management 

work. 

He was soon put in charge of timber survey work in Wyoming and Utah, then 

directed nursery tree planting in Idaho. He served as supervisor of three 

National Forests in Idaho, 1918-26, then as assistant chief, forest management, 

Intermountain Region, 1926-28. For 15 months he organized and headed the 

school of forestry at Utah State College, Logan, then rejoined the Forest 

Service as senior silviculturist for the experiment station at Ogden, directing 

watershed studies. In 1931 he became director of the experiment station at 

Missoula, Mont., supervising a broad range of research studies. 

In February 1936 Watts was appointed North Central Regional Forester at 

Milwaukee, Wis., during a period of largescale establishment and expansion of 

National Forests in that region. Three years later he took the same post for 

the heavily forested Pacific Northwest Region at Portland, Ore. In the fall of 

1942 he was special assistant to Secretary of Agriculture Claude Wickard for 

farm labor activities. On January~l943 he became Chief of the Forest 
~ 

Service, serving during the critical war and postwar period when many special 

forest product and planning projects were undertaken. 
~ 

Watts wasAearnest advocate of State, private, and Federal cooperation to 

assure more efficient and less wasteful timber harvesting methods by operators 
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on privately owned land, backed up by Federal regulation as a last resort. 

However, Federal regulation never became law, and in this respect he was 

unsuccessful as had been his like-minded predecessors, Gifford Pinchot, Henry 

Graves, Ferdinand Silcox, and Earle Clapp. Nevertheless, conditions gradually 

improved through State laws and the good example of some major firms. Watts 

also helped get much important cooperative legislation passed that advanced 

forestry nationwide, particularly technical services to landowners . 

Watts himself regarded his major accomplishments as Chief as a more than 20 

percent reduction in cattle grazing on national forest lands in 10 years 

despite fierce opposition, a balanced increase in timber cut up to sustained 

yield levels, to meet greatly increased postwar demands, and a policy of 

selecting vigorous and capable young men for leadership positions aimed at 

retaining the agency's forward-looking, aggressive tradition. Watts also 

helped start international forestry work under the United Nations, for which he 

received an award from France. He died June 15, 1962 in Portland . 

References: 

Biographical file of press releases, History Section, Forest Service. 

"They Never Retire," American Forests, 60:7 (July 1954), pp. 13, 52-54. 

"He Guards a Forest Legacy," The Sunday Oregonian, Portland, Ore., February 21, 

1943, p. 6. 

Obituary, Journal of Forestry, 60:7 (July 1962), p. 582. 
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Danie l Dildine (1973- 74} 

LYLE F. WATTS ( 1890-1 962) 

In studying Lyle F. Watts , seventh Ch ief of the Forest Service (1943-52) 

one is impressed by the man•s unassuming character, his simpl icity, his 

pat ience and tolerance: traits t hat belied, yet strengthened , a strong 

potential for leadership. A European forester / described Watts• role after 

World War II in bringing international forestry into the Food and Agriculture 

Organ iz ation of the Uni t ed Nat i ons : 11 1t was Watts, the American , who 

contributed most. He brought us what we so great ly needed- -a vision and 

tolerance and integrity. We trusted him. 11 Thi s perhaps embod ied hi s st yle . 

Watts gained his reputation for understatement and ded ication early in his 
0 

l ong Forest Service career . Born in November 18, 1890 near Clear Lake in Cerro 

Gordo County, Iowa, Watt s ~d ltis7c-l•~~d· to Be~am;:;WoM. ~e 
:et:i!s:t\ ~dW~ rt~tiYe•m~ stud 

1 

forestry~-· nsp.iJ~ed;::;b-y the vir~i~ 
~~rt~est and earned his bachelor•s degree in that subject at 

Iowa State Co ll ege , Ames, graduating in 191 3, cum laude. He worked ear li er as 

a student assistant dur ing two summers for the Forest Service in Ut ah and 

Minnesota. 

Shortly after graduat i on he spent his last two dollars on train fare t o 

Forest Servi ce Intermounta in Region headquarters at Ogden , Utah . There the 

lean, shy 23-year-old announced his presence with a humb le 11 reporting for duty , 

Sir , 11 and gratefu lly accepted an advance on his first month •s pay. He fel l ed 

trees , sadd led horses, cleaned stables , and learned forestry from the ground 

up. Exact know ledge of the t imber resources of the Nationa l Forests was scarce 

at the time . The need for informat i on was met by crews of young foresters 

engaged in mapping and timber surveys --timber reconnaissance . Th i s was 
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considered a sort of finishing school for new foresters itching for a taste of 

western National Forests. The work was hard, the hours long and usually spent 

in rugged terrain. Watts gained a reputation as one of the best men on the 

trail. At the end of a day of bushwhacking he could tell his compan~ions 

around the campfire the conditions of the range, the flow of the streams, the 

quality of the timber, the surviva l opportunities of the wi ldli fe. Watts could 

read the wilderness, detect symptoms of distress, much as a doctor diagnoses a 

patient. It soon became apparent that Watts• low-profile demeanor was an 

attitude, not an indication of his capabi li ties. 

His aptitude for on-the-trai l, in-the-woods diagno ses remained with him for 

life. In 1947 his knowledge of the Northern Rockies, garnered years before 

from many weeks of packing over high ranges, stood him in good stead. A 

Congressional committee had summoned Watts, then Chief, to a stormy hearing on 

grazing rights held in Grand Junction, Colo . An embittered rancher thinking to 

call Watts to task addre ssed him, 11 Mister, you ' re just one of those swivel 

chair guys from Washington. I don 't believe you know a damned th i ng about 

ranching! .. Watts pointed to a wall map and asked the rancher whether he 'd ever 

been up through several of the more remote passes . The rancher grudgingly said 

no, he hadn't. Watts had been, and recently. He had seen the eroded soil, the 

result of overgrazing by that very same rancher ' s cattl e . His on-the-ground 

inspection tours and informal surveys as Ch i ef provided him with a warehouse of 

important information about the back country. 

Young Watts spent his first two Forest Service years as a forest assistant 

doing timber recon ai ssance work in the Intermountain Region. During this 
A 

period he met Ne ll Bowman in Ogden and married her. Ascending through the 

ranger grades to forest examiner, deputy supervisor and ~upervisor of the Boise 
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National Forest, then from 1920 to 1926 serving successively as Supervisor of 

the Weiser and Idaho National Forests , all in Idaho, Watts continued with quiet 

persistence t o make a name for himself. 

During his days as forest examiner on the Cache National Forest, Idaho, 

Watts was also charged with nursery production of trees for forest plantings. 

He was sent to Pocatello, Idaho, and put in charge of 25 men with food and 

supplies to plant trees in the dry sage~r h country. It seemed certain to 

Watts the trees would die, and the waste of sugar, flour, and money during 

wartime (World War II) seemed criminal. Watts wrote to Lee Kneipp, the 

Regional Forester, and expressed his views. Kne ipp insisted Watts continue 

with the work. Later, the job completed, Kneipp commented on the episode and 

established a career guidepost for Watts: 11 You did a good job, Watts. It 

wouldn't have been a test of your ability if you had had confidence in what you 

were doing. You made it a real test by doing a good job anyway. 11 The trees 

died but Watts' reputation grew. 

In 1926 he was made forest i nspector at Ogden. In 1928 he received his 

honorary master of fore stry degree from Iowa State College. That spring he 

left the Forest Serv ice to organize and direct the School of Forestry at the 

Utah State Agricultural College. In the fall of 1929 he returned to the Forest 

Service as senior silv1culturist of the Intermountain Forest and Range 

Exper iment Station at Ogden where for two years he worked on forest and 

watershed studies in Utah. In 1931 he was named director of the Northern Rocky 

Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station at Missoula, Mont., where he 

directed Forest Service research in Montana and Northern Idaho. Watts was a 

scholar as well as a woodsman. Forestry to him meant scientific understanding 

of the growth of timber. Indeed with his frameless glasses , high forenead , 
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thin face and quiet manner, Watts looked more a college professor than a ranger. 

During his term as director of the Experiment Station he worked on a 

portion of the comprehensive study of the western public range published in 

1936, entitled 11 The Western Range--A Great But Neglected Resource ... Prepared 

by a corps of Forest Service spec iali sts, it revealed the massive degradation 
,.... . ,--...... 

of the range from many years of over stock1ng and over grazing, and the urgent 
'- '--

need for restoration and conservation. Elevating range management to the high 

level of timber management remained a major goal for him. In an eva luation of 

his accomplishments as Chief, he put a reduction of more than 20 percent in 

national forest range use by cattle at the top of the list. 

In 1936 Watts was appointed Regional Forester of the North Central Region 

with headquarters in Mi lwaukee, Wis. The region--embracing t he Nat ional 

Forest s of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and 

Wi scons in--was undergoing large-scale public l and acquisition and reforestation · 

to restore its once great timber resource. In 1939 he was transferred to 

Portland, Oreg., in charge of the North Pacific (now Pacific Northwest) 

Region. There he gained an intimate knowledge of the intricaci es and problems 

of our nation's most heavily forested area. 

In the fall of 1942 Watts was called to Washington, D.C., as a special 

assistant to Secretary of Agriculture Cl aude Wickard for wartime farm labor 

activities. Hi s experience in emp loying, organizing, and dealing with skilled 

and un ski ll ed workers, and his extensive contacts with livestock men, 

construction outfits, and the public, made him an ideal choice. The previous 

two years he had served as chairman of the Department's regional committee on 

postwar planning. On January /3~ 1943, Watts was appointed Chief of the Forest 

Service. With 30 years as a career forester under his belt; experience as a 



5 

regional research director, a field worker, director of 2 National Forest 

regions and service in 4 out of the 10 regions, Watts was eminently suited for 

the position that John Muir and Theodore Roosevelt had both called one of 

sacred trust. Watts took this concept seriously, once remarking: 11Sorta makes 

you feel good all over to know your country trusts you with all this (the vast 

acreage of National Forests). And the thing that keeps you on your toes 

is--will the next generation think you•ve done all right by •em? 11 

Lyle Watts• first duty as Chief Forester was to insure sufficient timber 

for a nation at war. As a stern advocate of sustained yield he also had to see 

that forest reserves remained for the next generation. His mandate was to use 

the forests, his creed was to preserve them for future productivity. War 

demand for lumber was prodigious; the emphasis w~s on use. 

Early in the war it was recognized that lumber output was lagging. The 

Forest Service joined with the War Production Board in proposing a plan to 

utilize its far-flung field organization in a cooperative effort to stimulate 

maximum private timber output. The plan was violently opposed by the lumber 

industry, which claimed that there was no need for the plan, whereas the real 

fear was the threat of federally regulated cutting practices. The original 

plan was dropped under pressure. Yet the Board, facing increasing shortages in 

supplies, found that special efforts to maintain output of forest products was 

essential. A modified plan, the Timber Production War Project, was put into 

effect. This boosted sagging production and at the same time encouraged 

logging methods that left trees for future use. It•s notable that the 

President's approval of the modified plan was subject to the understanding that 

where Federal aid was advanced, there had to be provisions to prevent 

destructive forest practices. 
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Watts' forest policy was summed up succinctly by former Chief William B. 

Greeley, using Watts' favorite symbol for his philosophy, the tripod. "One leg 

stood for the National Forests. He believed there had to be a larger backlog 

of forests in public ownership to stabi lize the situation. The second leg was 

cooperation. The government should bring about as much of the needed 

betterment as it could by cooperation with the States and private owners. The 

third leg was regulation. He believed the program would be incomplete without 

Federal power, as a last resort to stop destructive cutting." 

Watts believed regulation was vital to assure continued productivity of 

forest lands--to insure timber for the war effort, stability for communities 

and industries primarily dependent upon forest industries, emergency employment 

for demobilized troops after the war, and to provide for the timber needs of 

the country during postwar reconstruction. Watts saw the war as aggravating a 

trend of forest deterioration and depletion. He was particularly disturbed 

over a well-financed forest industries publicity campaign assuring the public 

ample precautions were already in use on private lands to insure the nation's 

future timber needs. However, Federal regulation never became law. In this 

legislative effort Watts failed as did Clapp, Silcox, and Pinchot before him, 

and with McArdle, his successor, regulation ceased being a major issue. 

Some 2,000 employees left the Forest Service to enter the armed forces 

during World War II. Watts was nonetheless able to maintain the Agency's 

efficiency while also performing numerous special war jobs. These jobs 

included the guayule rubber project, large-scale logging of Sitka spruce in 

Alaska to provide lightweight frames for fighter aircraft, surveys of quinine, 

ba l sa, and other special forest product resources in Latin America, and 

emergency fire protection measures including a program that Watts personf ally 

superv ised to train conscientious objectors to fight forest fires. Although 

the war effort was paramount, forest conservation legi s lation was not entire ly 
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neglected. The Cooperative Sustained Yield Forest Ma nagement Act of 1944 
q.f/o ... £d 

ennbled communities and industries dependent on Federal forest resources access 

to Federal stumpage without competitive bidding. Legislation appropriating 

funds for advancing the nation-wide forest survey and increasing cooperative 

fire and reforestation work with the States was passed. The war years were 

full years indeed for the Service and it s Chief. 

Significant legislation improving cooperation between Federal and State 

governments and private landowners followed, including the Forest Pest Control 

Act of 1947 and the Cooperative Forest Management Act of 1950 . The first 

established Government responsibility for protection of all forest l ands from 

destruction by insects and disease. The second superseded the earlier 

Norris-Doxey Act and increased cooperation between the Depart ment of 

Agriculture and the States in providing technical services to private 

landowners. Also in 1950 Watts, who had labored long in promoting and planning 

the project, launched the Timber Resource Review, a comprehensive appraisal of 

forest conditions in the United States. It was carried forward during 

McArdle's term. 

Cooperation and t echnical help in forestry throughout the world became an 

issue after World War II, and Lyle Watts played a key role in making it 

viable. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the Uni ted Nations (FAO), 

dedicated to alleviating world food and shelter problems, was a humanitarian 

result of the war. Lyle Watts represented the United States on a technical 

committee which pressed FAO to include internationa l forestry in the scope of 

its activities. The committee's report, known as the "Third Report to the 

Governments of the United Nations," was a landmark conservation document. It 

defined the integral position of forestry in the world's economy. Watts was 
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later appointed chairman of FAO's standing adv isory committee on forestry. 

International forestry consciousness today owes much to Watts for his efforts 

in its behalf. 

True to his dictum that ''leadership rested with young men,~ and feeling 

that "domination by old-timers would sap the crusading spi~" of the agency, Jv 

Watts retired at the age of 62 in 1952. He thus followed a policy he himself 

began, of early retirement of leaders, once his earlier self-imposed task of 

finding "vigorous i3nd capable younger men to replace" leaders who were becoming 

too old to "remain aggressive" and "forward looki ng." Watts remained active. 

His 38-year career with the Forest Serv ice including 9 1/2 years as Chief made 

him a sought~after authority on national forestry matters. He returned to 

Portland, Oreg., and involved himself in conservation activities, serving as 

chairman of the Interim Committee to study Oregon's water resources. 

Watts received the Croix du Cheva lier de la Merite Agricole from France in 

1947 for hi s work in world forestry. His alma mater, Iowa State College, 

awarded him an honorary Doctor 's degree and the Alumni Merit Award. In 1950 he 

received a USDA Distinguished Service Award for "leadership in advancing the 

conservation of United States and world forest resources." These honors 

evidenced his devotion to world conservation and his effectiveness in its 

cause. Lyle Watts died June 15, 1962 . Conservationists and foresters mourned 

the passing of a sta~rt ~1y. 

FHARMON :ac:l/28/81: 2604A 
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Lv!o F. 'i ·:Lu...--- - First asked what he rc:;anb fl.Ll hc 
/ - G mai~ achie_vclllCl~ts in Lh r,or.cst 
r · .. ~ . ~ ' d 1 · rr r tem r ' 

1 L 
'-::5'- s~~ Mr. Watts replied, · 'Shonh alter be­
~ ~{S4 coming Ch ief, J decided that ~­

rrll~"' -q- f.\ ao ement of \\'atcrsht.'d nnd range 
J[Jl e;1 L.!J lands in the n :Hional fores ts mu~r oe 
~ brmwht up to the h i!!h level ol tim · 

0 ~ 

ber management we had au:~inecl in 

• :n..:re 

AnA..f:dtl 
F' orests Pro j il 

Arr?~r-,· cat? 
f o re~ f5 
'ffi ca.9~z.ine 

Vo f. £ o.~./lb 1. 
J v ,, ( 9!Jf. 
f- r3 ~ 5~tS3, 5'f. 

the previous ..J.O years. As a result. 
,,-e started to bring our house in or­
der, so to speak. 

" The ground for this n ew policy 
had been laid b" the com prehensi,·e 
study of th e " ·e)tern range publi~!ted 
in 1936 (Sen:tte Do(ll!TlCnt 199, 'i-l th 
Congress, ~nd Sessiun) . Thi: " ·ork. 
pr epared u y :~ corps of Forest Scn·ice 
speci<Jl ists, ontong 'dwm I \1' :1~ one. 
revealed 'the fearfu l dete rioration ot 
the range, much of "hich \ras in na· 
tiona! forest, and the urgent need for 
restorative and abo,·e a ll recupera­
ti\·e meas11res. 

;,I was com·inccd that we couldn't 
con tinue to o,~erstock ::mel OYergraze 
with m u im·iting; m ore de, egera tion 
and etu,i<Jil. :trHI in 111 an y areas wa­
ter~ hed min. Althoug-h the reduc­
tion in ctllh.: llllllJbe~rs on crit ical 
range, wasn' t po pula c w ith stockmen 
- to ~:tv t he l e~rst-we ~tubuornlv 
-;u tc:k t ~ the policy. Oppositir,;, 
rcadted :1 climax shortlv after the 
e n d o( the war, "·hen tlte s tockmen, 
wit h the help o£ so me n temuers of 
Co ng ress, tried to pas3 legi:;bti o n to 
s top u s. But our lo rest supervisors 
carried on, wi th the backing of the 
St:crctary of A gricu l ture, and some­
times in t h e face of p ersonal h a rass­
mem and vilific::ttion. 

'jn te n year s ,,-c e lfecte:d a reduc· 
Lion of more than 20 Jercent in an­
nual month-use v catt e o f nati onal 
forest r:~nge. The reduction sh ould 
ha ve been larr;er , but iu my opinio n 
it constitutes a snbst:mtia l record, 
and has helped to build up m any 
ran ges and h a lt the ruin of impor-
ta nt watersheds. - -" 

(.,f1 '·T e second ma ·or olic • ch an n·e 
~·luch I sponsore as Chief Forester 

).UlS to in crease the timber cut on the 0 
:~atio~t al f?rcsrs, 11·ork i_ng. ci rc_l e by , ? 
''orkmg CJrclr , a nd bnnzmg It qp, , 
11·herever po.;sibl'e,· to su stained-vi eld ~ j 
lcYcls. t 
--:nuring the depn :ssion of th e 30's \J 
the lumiJc r indust ry had imis ted that S 
the Forest Service shou ld not cut (V)7 
much of i b tim b.:r, in order to re- ' ' 
sen ·e the warkc t for pri1ate 01,·ners. ~ 
R ecog n izing the v:Jlidi tv o [ this arrru-J '1 

1 - . " "i ment, t 11::: Se1 n et: und<: r l'res ide:H · 
~-Ioover. orig in a ted thr; policy of sel!­
tng na tton<Jl fores t timl.•er on ly \\·here 
it w as needed tO keep !veal sa1,·w i!h 
i1> op eration. \Vheu ·.,·e e n tered the 
war de:11and~ for J· .. unber ~kvrocketed . . ' 

:n1c!. pres-t trc •r ollnte:d tn ope n up 
n:nw n:!l lorest ramk The Forest 
Se1 rire thre11· .til i t<; av:1ilablc en­
er2,ie• in!O ir;; job of hcl p inca- to win 
the •.r:.:r. D u ring the \ ears- 19·1~ ·52 
t_he ua tion,d furcst ti1n l>~r em jumped 
frot:: om: ::u~ct on e-h;J! i billion to 
:1~arl~· ft~·e hi lliou fet.:t :~ nnuallv, 
w!lho ut unpai ring Sll$t:tin ed vield. 
H ad Congre_ss g iwn u s adequate 
money to budd a Lcc: .. ;s road$, the an­
nual harvest cou ld ha 1·c ri se n to six 
;tnd one-half b il linn feet. 

. _'~Thus. _the policy in:lllgu rated by 
~1Jtord Pm chot that na tio n a I forcs.t 
u mb<'r shou ld be held i n resen·e to 
n b h ion rite shock resulti n,.,. from 
t>, ·e_rcvtting uf pri\·ate lauds ~~·as a n 
enun~nt ~ucce~;. \ \'itho m the heavy 
comnuutwns of the national fcrests, 
t~e shortage oi sawlog~ would h ave 

,,&een far more acute. 

@ "!he thir.d major policy change 
d un ng- my tenure as Chief dealt with 
the :Jdminis t ra t jon ot the Forest .Serv· 

(T urn ro pttge 5~) 

;.. t.: ~ i' 1 c r. i... r :> r-. £ s -: ... 

They Nev( 
(From jJI 

i< t.:. J: \ l' l \ ~O I 'i::: J'Illllell{ .t~t:llC\' lllll~f 
:.:u:ard ;tc:ain-< rht: 1:1:a: dl ~- ](, L· i l'i-: jch 
~tb i-1\ ,,·itlt :Jge. A cri t ici !11 u{ten 
hurleu ;tgainst olu-linc agt11cics is 
~hat tne~ a re back\\·ard r :uhcr than 
f orw~m.l lCJoking. unable to adjust to 
r he umes. 

''lt 5fcm ed ro n 1e that the ma<mifi-. . ~ 

cent organ•za twn \rhich P inch ot, 
GraY~s. Greeley, and o thers h:~d put 
toge rner cou ld not r emain au"res­
~ i,·c u nless le;tdership rested "'~·ith 
~·oung m e n. Domination bY old­
tim et_-~ \I'O~tlcl sap _the cru~ading spiri t 
a ~1d 1mp;ur the forest Sen·ice ·~ ern· 
oal role. 

· 'One of mv p ersis tem rasks thert­
fore, was to find vigor ous an d capa­
Lle voun(;er men to re p lace th ose 
1r ho dr?pped out of p ositions · of 
lcad e rshtp tl1ro u ~·h retirement or 
othtr causes. A stndy made a few 
~car · ago ~howed that the a \·erage 
age of the m cumbents of the too 50 

1 
po~i tion~ j n the Forest Service · was 
about etg tH years less than it had 
Leen ten ) ec.rs previously. 

" \ 1 oreover, the_5ervice sr:lrted to 
build a tr:Jdi tiou u f earlv retirement 
. ab~ut ~2 years of age. This tradi­
t~on rs :,t;ll la rgel y in e!Iect. I have 
!n-ed up to~~ m yself_by retiring at 62, 
and am su!l convmced tha t it is 
!>Ound both tor the individual and 
the organiza tion ." 
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(hief Forester 
Visits Fremont 

The chief of the U. S. Forest 
Service, iLyle F, Watts; inspec:ted 
Umber areas on the Fremont. Na­
tional FQnSt this week. Watta, 

· former regional forester of ;the 
North Pacific region, was accom­
panied by Regional Forester lL 
Andrews of Portland and Larry 
Mays, supervisor of the Fremont 
forest. . 

Watts expressed pleasure over 
the scenic timber strip along h . 
Fremont highway northwest- of 
Silver Lake. This scenic roadakJe 
area and those along the ~ 
view-Xlamath Falls highw~ an 
Quartz mountain have recently 
bE:en acquired by the forest ser- I 
vice and will be preserved in 
their natural beauty for those 
traveling these roads. · 

Tlie chief forester also looked 
over some of the selectively 
logged areas of the Fremont for­

I est and commented 
I the condition of these 
growing timber stands. 
!eft Tuesday for the Ochoco. 
heur and Wallowa forests 
ern Oregon. On _his way 
Washington ~ planS fo 

son,-·Gordon L. 'J umy P$10r :aow ·f.a·-roJ~ 
~ T.l)e Wa* 
ja~,~~~~tik~ 
ing near CorvidJJ&: 

f. .... 
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FOR PLATING 
WATTS, Lyle Ford, forester; b. Cerro Gordo County, 

Ia., Nov. 18, 1800; s. James A. and l\Jary Jane (Lig­
~ett) W. ; B.Sc. in forestry, Ia. State Coli., 1913, 
!\l.F., 1028"; m. Nell Bowman, Dec. 5, 1015; children 
-Gordon Lyle, Arline June. Forest asst., U.S. For­
est Service, 1913, forest examiner, l!ll7, asst. forest 
supervisor, l!H8, supervisor, Weiser Nat. Forest, 1920, 
supernsor, Ida. Nat. Forest, 1922 forest insp tor, 
1926; dean Sch. of Forestry, Utah State Agrl oll. , 
1928; with U.S. Forest Serrice since 1929, . silvi­
culturist, Intermountain Forest ann Rang~ : pt. Sta., 
1929-30; d1r., North Rocky )fountain · orrst and 
Range Expt. Sta., I!l31-36; ·onal ester, North 
Ct-ntral Ue~iou (comprising ., Ia., l\lich. , 
~lo., N.D., 0. and Wis. ), 1 .. 6-39 cgional forrstcr, 
N. P:tcific Region (Wash. an 0 . , 1939-42; chief, 
U.S. Forest Sen· ice. )fern. c Am. Forest C'rs, Am. 
Fort'stry As:sn., A.A. A:S., Iz. alton League, A!pha 
Zeta, Phi Kappa Pht. Pre erian. Mason. Club: 
Cosmos. Contbr. of numer '"' scientific articles to 
t ech. jours. and ft"'ports of Dept. of Agr. Home: 
1911 R St. N. W. Office: U.S. Forest Service, Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 
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LYLE l. Vl/-.T?S UM~D HE1'7 CEIEF 

Secretary of Agriculture i'Jickard today announced the appointment of Lyle F. 
\'.'atts, former Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, and in recent months 
an assistunt to the Secretary, as Chief of the Forest Service. 

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the death of F. A. Silcox, who 
was Chief of the Forest Service from 1933 to 1939. Earle H. Clapp has been 
in charge as Acting Chief since A~. Silcox's death. 

Mr. Vlatts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890. He received . ~he 
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the IO\;a State College in 1913; 
was granted the professional degree of Master of Forestry in l9B8. lie 
entered the Forest Service July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the 
Wyoming National Forest. 

l~. ~·letts has had broed training for t ile assi~ent as Chief of the Forest 
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of the administra­
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional 
Forester in two ReGions; several years in the research branch , including 
four yeurs as Director of the Northern Rocky r,~ountain Forest and Range 
Experiment Station ; and two yeurs in the field of forestry education during 
which time he organized t he School of Forestry at the Utah Ap~icultural 
College. Y.rr. Wutts' work in the Forest Service has been in four of the 
nine National Forest regions. His early work was in the Intermountain 
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. His research experience~. tD 1 
the Northern Rocky Mountain Region with headquarters at 11i ssoula, )fontana. ! 

I 
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Central ~e«1on, _,. 
which includes the National Forests of Illinois, Indiana, ImJa, lll.chigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and i'!isconsin. In 1939 he was transferred to 
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, ~lith head- · 
quarters at Portland, Oregon. 

For the pt.st two years .Mr. Watts has been Chairman of the Department of 
Agriculture committee dealing with post-war planning for the Pacific North• 
west. 

Because of his wide experience in employing, organizing, and d~al1ag with 
skilled and Unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with livestock men, 
construction outfits and the public, he was brought to VTashington last 
fall to assist the Secretary in the -activities of the Department related 
to farm labor. 

Secretary V!ickard said, "Mr. Watts' broad experience and understanding of 
th~ country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our 
forest land will be of particular value in wartime. He has a sound grasp 
of a program designed to meet the requirements of t his emergency as well as L 
the long range needs of the nation in conserving and developing its forest ·~ 
lends." • 
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LYLE F. YJJ. .. T'l'S .Ni'\MED ilEl'! CliiEF 

Secretary of Agr iculture Ylickard today announced t he apr1ointment of Lyle F . 
i'.'atts, forme r Regi onal Forester f r om Portland, Oregon, and in recent months 
an assist~nt to the Secre tar y, as Chi ef of the Forest Service . 

His appointment fill s the vacancy caused by t he death of F . A. Silcox, who 
was Chief of the Forest Service from 1933 to 1939 . Earle H. Clapp has been 
in charge as Acting Chief since 1tr. Silcox's death. 

Mr . Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, i n 1890 . He received the 
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the Im;a St ate College in 1913; 
was granted the professiona l degree of Master of Fo:;-e'stry in 1928 . lie 
entered the Forest Service J uly l, 1913 , as techni cal assistant on the 
Wyoming Nat i onal Forest . 

Mr . Wat ts has had broad training for t i.1e assigiliilent as Chief of the Forest 
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of the administra­
tive branch of the Forest Service , from t hat of f ire guard to Regional 
Forester in t wo Regions; several yea rs in the research branch, including 
four years as Director of the Northern Rocty Mountain Forest and Range 
Experiment St ation; and two years in the field of forestry education during 
which time he organized t he School of Forestry at the Utah Agr i cultural 
Coll ege . Mr . VJatts' work in the Forest Service has been in four of the 
nine Nat ional Forest regions. His early wor k was i n t he Intermountain 
Region , with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. His research experience was. in 
t he Northern Rocky Mountain Region wi t h headquarters at Missoula, ~!ontana. 
I n 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Central ·R'3 gion , 
which includes the Nat ional Forests of Illinois , I ndi ana, Im;a, Michigan , 
Minnesota, I\1issouri, Ohio, and ~Jisconsin. In 1939 he was transferred to 
the post of Regional Forester i n the Nort hern Pacific Region , with head­
quarters at Portland, Oregon. 

For the pc.st two years r.U' . Watts has been Chairman of the Depar tment of 
Agriculture commit tee dealing with post-war pl anning for the Pacific North­
west. 

Because of his wide experience i n employing, organ1z1ng, end d~eling with 
skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with livestock men, 
construction outfits and the public , he was brought to VTashington last 
fall to ass i st the Secretary in the activities of the Department related 
to farm labor. 

Secretary \'!ickard said , "Mr . Watts' broad experience and understending of 
the country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivi ty of our 
forest l and will be of parti cular value in wartime. He has a sound grasp 
of a program designed to meet the requir ements of thi s emergency as well as 
the long range needs of the nation in conserving and developing its forest 
lands.'' 
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LYLE P'. Vl/"TTS HAMED 1'1E1'7 CliiEF 

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard today announced the appointment of Lyle F. 
\'!atts, former Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, and in recent months 
an assistunt to the Secretary , as Chief of the Forest Service. 

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the death of F. A. Silcox, who 
was Chief of the Forest Service from 1933 to 1939. Earle H. Clapp has been 
in charge as Acting Chief since A~. Silcox's death. 

Mr . Vlatts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890. He received the 
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the lo\;e. State College in 1913; 
was granted the professional degree of Master of Forestry in 1928. lie 
entered the Forest Service July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the 
Wyoming National Forest. 

llr. Watts has had bro&d training for t ile assignment as Chief of the Forest 
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of the administra­
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional 
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research branch, including 
four years as Director of the Northern Rocky llountain Forest and Range 
Experiment Station; and t wo yeurs in the field of forestry education during 
which time he organized t he School of Forestry at the Utah ~,ricultural 
College. W.tr. Watts' work in the Forest Service has been in four of the 
nine National Forest regions. His early work was in the Intermountain 
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. His research experience -was. 1n 1 
the Northern Rocky Mountain Region with headquarters at Missoula, ~tana./ 
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Central :R~!i·Oil, ,-· 
which includes the National Forests of Illinois, Indiana, ImJa, !~chigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and i"!isconsin. In 1939 he was transforred to 
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, with head-~ 
quarters at Portland, Oregon. 

For the pt:.st two years Mr. r.ratts has been Chairman of the Department of 
Agriculture committee dealing with post-war planning for the "Pacific North• 
west. 

Because of his wide experience in employing , organ1z1ng, and d~aliag with 
skilled and 'unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with livestock men, 
construction outfits and the public, he was brought to VTashington last 
fall to assist the Secretary in the activities of the Department related 
to farm labor. , 
Secretary V!ickard said, "Mr. Watts' broad experience and understending of 
th~ country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our 
forest land will be of particular value in warti~. He has a sound grasp 
of a program designed to meet the requirements of this emergency as well as 
the long range needs of the nation in conserving and developing its forest ·~ L 
lands." • 



LYLE F. WATTS 
Chief, United States Forest Service 

• --;.· J • • 

·•-.. ' L~·le F. Viatts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, November~ • • 
··: 1890. After s raduatine; fron Iowa State College with a B. s. De cree Ut 
. forestry, he entered the Forest ~ervice, u. s. Department of 4bricultare, . 

~ in 1913. He spent two years as forest o.ssistant on what is now the ·. 
Bridr er Na tional Forest, Wyomine; , and the Targhee Nati onal Forest in 
Idaho , and three years as forest exru:liner on the fiasatch and Cache ~lational 

Forests, Utah, and Idaho, and the Bridger National Forest, assisting in 
timber survey work and grazing activities. On the Cache National Forest 
he also had cha rs e of production of trees for forest plantinG at Pocatello 
Nursery. 

In 1918 Mr. Watts became deputy forest supervisor of the Boise 
National Forest, Idaho. Fron late in 1920 to 1926, he served successively 
as supervisor of the Weiser end Idaho Nationa l Forests in Idaho. On !erch 1, 
1926, he was transferred to t he Intermountain Regional Office at OGden, Utah, 
as assistant in forest management. The regional office has jurisdiction 
over Forest Service activities in utah, southern Idaho, western Wyoming, 
and l~evada. 

Mr. "ive.tts left the Forest Service in 1928 to orsanize the School of 
Forestr,y of the utah Agricultural Colleze. A year later he reentered the 
Forest Service to serve at t he Inter.mountain Forest Experiment Station, 
Oe;den, Utah, where he directed silvios investigations nnd inaucurated im­
portant erosion-streamflow studies in southern Idaho. On Augu1t 1, 1931, 
he was transferred to the Northe r r.. Rocky Mounta in Forest E."t_?erinent Sta­
tion, with headquarters at Missoula, Montana. As Director of the Station 
he supervised forest research activities, ~eluding silvios, range, forest 
products, forest economics, and f orest influence investigations, and coord­
inated the research of the Stat ion with that of other a gencies in related 
fields. 

In 1936 he went to Milwaukee, :'dsconsin, as Rec ional !<or ester in 
ch&r r e of the North Central Re~ion, embracing national Forests in Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 1unnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin, where a larr,e program of public l and acquisition and re forestation 
was under way. On April 1, 1939, he became Re~ional Forester in charge ot 
the North Pacific Region ('ifashington and Oregon), with headquarters at 
Portland. In January of 1943 Mr. Watts became Chief of the Forest Service. 

Jlr. Watts is a member of Alpha Zeta, honorary a f,ricultura 1 fraternity J 
Phi Kap?a Phi, honorarJ science fraternity; t he Society of American For­

·"-eeters, the An:erioan F'orestry Association, and the .Arlerican Associati,oQ,.f~r . ._ 
~ : the A.dvancement of Science. '·.i 
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For Better 
Tree Marking 

Nelson 
leads the way 

WITH BETTER PAINT 

Specially formulated to do the job 
better, easier and more economi­
cally. Non-settling and non-skin­
ning. No stirring- no plugging of 
guns - saves time. Greater visi­
bility and covering capacity- saves 
paint. Extremely durable -and 
-quality controlled to assure uni­
formity of every shipment. 

WITH SETTER TOOLS 

The Nelson " Ae ro-Spot" is the only 
aerosol Clln containing real tree mark­
ing paint- Nelson's specially developed 
paint for forestry work. For identify ing 

Spring Meeting, Southern 
California Section 

One hundred California f oresters 
and their wives attended the annual 
spring meeting of the Southern Cali­
fornia Section of the Society of Amer­
ican Foresters last :May in Riverside 
at the Azure Hills Country Club. New 
Section officers electc•d at the meeting 
were: Carl Hickerson, U. S. Forest 
Service, Mentone, cllai,.man; Ed Corpe, 
U. S. F orest Service, Pasadena, vice 
chairman; and Robert Lancaster , U. S. 
l<~orest Service, Fontana, sec1·eta,.y. 
Career Guidance Chairman Ralph Van 
Wagner report ed on the successful 
First Annual Junior Forestry and 
Conservation Conference, co-sp onsored 
by Section members. A field trip to 
the Bi~' B.ear Timber Comp any and 
Big lftiar Particle B oard Products 
plant near Redlands finished the day's 
activities. Members and wives par­
ticipated in the spring banquet in the 
evening at the Country Club. 

DoN K. PoRTER 
Public ity Chairma 11 

Oscar Montgomery Evans 
(1878-1962) 

Oscar Montgomery E vans, 83, died 
at his home in Berkeley, Calif., after 
a brief illness on June 9. 

Bom in Chatham, Ontario, Canada, 
.Kovember 15, 1878, Mr. E vans re­
ceived his B.S. in forestry from the 
University of Michigan in 1910. 

Virtually all of his active career 
was spent in Region F ive of the U. S . 
Forest Service where he was in charge 
of timber surveys for many years. 
After his retirement from the Forest 
Service, he worked for some time for 
the American Forest Products Com­
pany. 

He had been a member of the So­
ciety of American F oresters since 
1915. 

trees or logs by banding, numbering or L-----------------4 
lettering. Ideal for C.F.I. work, bound-
ary marking, seed tree marking, small 
scale or intermittent tree marking. 

"MEL-SPOT" D-103 lURKING GUN lor Nelson 
~11111. lACK-PACK AND SIDE-PACK lor Nelson 
1111ons. "MEL-SPOT" PAINT HAMMER lor end 
•111111&-

You save with the combination of NELSON PAINT and the 
proper "Nei-Spot" marking tool. You will find that the best 
is the most economical. 

Write 

THE NELSON PAINT COMPANY 
Box 349, Iron Mountain, Mich. 
Box 1892, Montgomery, Alo. 
Box 402, McMinnville, Ore. 

111111 l'lANTS TO SIIVI YOU 

,_ Jryle E wau s (1890-1962) 

Lyle F. Watts, former chief of the 
U. S. Forest Service, died in Portland, 
Ore., June 15, after a long illness at 
the age of 71. 

Mr. Watts was born at Clear Lake, 
Iowa, November 19, 1890. H e ob­
tained his B.S. in forestry from I owa 
State College in 1913 and his Master 
degree from that institution in 1928. 
Entering the Forest Service in J ulv 
1913 he began early to progress up­
ward through the ranks in national 
forest administration. H e served suc­
cessively as assistant supervisor of the 
Boise National Forest in Idaho, super. 

L YLE F. WATTS 

visor of the Weiser and tbe Ida!<; N.:­
t ional F orests, and as forest im;otoet•\­
in the OgdPn, Utah, regional of!U£. 

In 1928 1I r. \\ atts left tbt 
Service to organize and din:J; -~e 
f orrstry school n t Utah State A;ti6Jl­
tural College. 

Returning t o the Service io 19')!1.1e 
began work in research at tht !;~!" 
mountain Forest and Rangt E1~ · 
ment Station and two years lsttt ~ 
came director of the Northern &.nk 
Mountain Station. 

From 1936 to 1939 Mr. Watt. \161\S 
regional forester of the North ~1. 
Re.,.ion of the F orest Serviee. Bt ~" 
ass~med the equivalent post io tk & ­
cific Northwest Region. He ns. Cl(' 
pointed chief of the Forest Semn tl'\ 
January 1943, from which JIOOf 
retired in June 1952 after a ..... """,_. 
guished career marked with man! 
ors. Among these were the n ~. "'"",·-­

ment of Agriculture Distinp~ 
Service Award, the Croix dn Chrlll~ 
de la Mer ite Agricole by the to""t­
ment of France, an honorary Doi(t'~" 
derrree and the Alumni Merit -'•~ 

0 

from Iowa State College. 
Mr. W atts served as ehai.nnaD ol.t­

standinrr advisory committee on 
try of t he Food and Agrienltal"f ftto­
ganization of the United Natinn..c.. .,6 
was United States representAil'olt,tv 
many international meetings iafoO~ 
conservation. 

Mr Watts became a membtr of~ 
Society of American Forest{'I'S ia 1 

and was elected a F ellow in 194.r;. 

Edward J. Whalen (191~111!' 
. • ..: .. !..r 

Edward J . Whalen, 48, d!Su ~<• 
ester of New York State Co~: 
Department District No. 5, clitd 
denly on June 7. 
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Lyle F. "·au~ 

They 
Never 

Retire 

• An American F ore.t• Pro file 

JULY, 1954 

W
HEN Lyle F. Watts stepped 
down as Chief Forester two 
years ago after 38 years with 

the Forest Service he returned to 
Portland, Oregon, in his native 
Northwest. However, his "retire­
ment" to 5650 Sandycrest Terrace in 
the City of the Roses was very tem­
porary. Like thousands of other pro­
fessional and business leaders, Mr. 
Watts quickly showed that the word 
··retirement" is mostly a figure of 
speech in the American language 
these days. The lLaak Walton League 
promptly signed him up for special 
work. More recently Mr. \Vatts was 
called in to serve as chairman of the 
Interim Committee to study Ore­
gon's water resources. Other assign­
ments continue to beckon. In a 
word, Mr. Watts continues to be a 
very busy man. 

\Vatts is known to thousands of 
people in the United States due to 
his long career with the Forest Serv­
ice, including nine-and-a-half years 
as Chief. It is not uncommon to 
hear people remark "What does 
Lyle ·wam think" of such and such 
an issue or subject. And while 
Former Chief Watts has been very 
actively engaged in the Northwest 
in a variety of undertakings, the 
fact dawned on AMERICAN FoRESTS 
recently that not too much has 
been heard from him nationally 
since he left the Washington, D. C. 
scene. Accordingly, it was decided to 
ask Mr. \.Vatts how he views his long 
career in the Forest Service in retro· 
spect and what his opinions are on 
forestry progress today. 

First asked what he regards as the 
main achievements in the Forest 
Service during his tenure as Chief, 
Mr. Watts replied, "Shortly after be­
coming Chief, I decided that man­
agement of watershed and range 
lands in the national forests must be 
brought up to the high level of tim­
ber management we had attained in 
the previous 40 years. As a result, 
we started to bring our house in or­
der, so to speak. 

"The ground for this new policy 
had been laid by the comprehensive 
study of the western range published 
in 1936 (Senate Document 199, 74th 
Congress, 2nd Session). This work, 
prepared by a corps of Forest Service 
specialists, among whom I was one, 
revealed the fearful deterioration of 
the range, much of which was in na· 
tiona) forest, and the urgent need for 
r~storative and above all recupera· 
uve measures. 

"I was convinced that we couldn't 
continue to overstock and overgraze 
withollt inviting more devegetation 

Yo t. Go 

and erosion, and in many areas wa­
tershed ruin. Although the reduc­
tion in cattle numbers on critical 
ranges wasn't popular with stockmen 
-to say the least-we stubbornly 
stuck to the policy. Opposition 
reached a climax shortly after the 
end of the war, when the stockmen, 
with the help of some members of 
Congress, tried to pass legislation to 
stop us. But our forest supervison 
carried on, with the backing of the 
Secretary of Agriculture, and some­
times in the face of personal harass­
ment and vilification . 

"In ten years we effected a reduc­
tion of more than 20 percent in an- _ 
nual month-use by cattle of national 
forest range. The reduction should 
have been larger, but in my opinion 
it constitutes a substantial record, 
and has helped to build up many 
ranges and halt the ruin of impor­
tant watersheds. 

"The second rna jor policy. change 
which I sponsored as Chief Forester 
was to increase the timber cut on the 
national forests, working circle by 
working circle, and bringing it up, 
wherever possible, to sustained-yield 
levels. 

"During the depression of the 30's 
the lumber industry had insisted that 
the Forest Service should not cut 
much of its timber, in order to re­
serve the market for private owners. 
Recognizing the validity of this argu­
ment, the Service under President 
Hoover originated the policy of sell­
ing national forest timber only where 
it was needed to keep local sawmills 
in operation. \'\Then we entered the 
war demands for lumber skyrocketed, 
and pressure mounted to open up 
national forest stands. The Forest 
Service threw all its available en­
ergies into its job of helping to win 
the war. During the years I 943-52 
the national forest timber cut jumped 
from one and one-half billion to 
nearly five billion feet annually, 
without impairing sustained yield. 
Had Congress given us adequate 
money to build access roads, the an­
nual harvest could have risen to six 
and one-half billion feet. 

"Thus, the policy inaugurated by 
Gifford Pinchot that national forest 
timber should be held in reserve to 
cushion the shock resulting from 
overcutting of private lands was an 
eminent success. Without ~e heavy 
contributions of the national forests, 
the shortage of sawlogs would have 
been far more acute. _ 

"The third rna jor policy change 
during my tenure as Chief dealt with 
the administration of the Forest Serv- · 

(Turn to page 52) 
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They Never Retire 
(From page 13) 

FOR QUICK ACTION ••• 
POWERFUL FOG SPRAY 
with NEW CHAMPION 
Here's a ponable fog-type extin­
guisher for stopping fires quickly 
before they spread. It consists of a 
5-gal. galvanized steel tank with 
powerful trombone slide-action 
pump and brass nozzle adjustable 
from a fog spray to stream . Can be 
carried as a knapsack or by its 
baodle. 4-ft. bose attaches at top of 
tank, prevents water from running 
out when pump is below bottom 
of tank.' Quality-built by manufac­
turer o f dependable spray ing 
equipment since 19 15. For com­
ple te details and outstanding 
features of this new Champion ... 

Write todoy for flteroture. 

CHAMPION SPRAYER CO. 
Mfr. Portobfe Sprayers ond Dusters 

6501 HEINTZ AVE. • DETROIT 11, MICH. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
September 6, 7, 8, 9, 1954 

0, 
THE AMERICAN FORESTRY 

ASSOCIATION 
MUL TNOMAH HOTEL 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

ice. Every government agency must 
guard aga.inst the fatal ~ry ~ot which 
sets in With age. A cntiosm often 
hurled against old-line agencies is 
that they are backward rather than 
forward looking, unable to adjust to 
the times. 

"lt seemed to me that the magnifi­
cent organization which Pinchot, 
Graves, Greeley, and others had put 
together could not .remain ag~es­
sive unless leadership rested wah 
young men. Domination . by ~~~­
timers would sap the crusadmg spmt 
and impair the Forest Service's cru­
cial role. 

"One of my persistent tasks, there­
fore, was to find vigorous and capa· 
ble younger men to replace those 
who dropped out of positions of 
leadership through retirement or 
other causes. A study made a few 
years ago showed that the average 
age of the incumbents of the. top 50 
positions in the Forest Service was 
about eight years less than it had 
been ten years previously. 

"Moreover, the Service started to 
build a tradition of early retirement 
-about 62 years of age. This tradi­
tion is still largely in effect. I have 
lived up to it myself.by retiring a.t 6~, 
and am still convmced that It I S 

sound both for the individual and 
the organization." 

Since Lyle Watts is one of the best 
informed men on the over-all for­
estry situation in the United_ States, 
AMERICAN FoRESTs was anxious to 
know his present views on this sub­
ject. 

"Great progress," he said, "has 
been made in the management of 
private timberlands, particularly in 
the past 15 years. This is most .evi­
dent in the type of forestry pracuced 
by industrial owners. It has been a 
great satisfaction to me to see the 

Swedish Foresters' Tools 
• laere•e•t Boren 
• Tree CaUpera 
• Bark Meuarers 
• Co•passes 

Preciaion 111ado in Mora, Sweden for 
accuracy and durability. Send for your 
''•• copy of our Foreston' Tool Cate· 
lotuo. Write Dept. F 

J_ano'vik J~w 1 £2ol 
DIVISION OF SANDVIK STEEL, INC. 

47 Warren St., New York 7, N. Y. 

1a,1as 
spread of fo~estry on pm. 
to watch G1fford Pinchoc', 
ments take root. 
trial owners, employing wa~.,_... 
young foresters, are d~ 
able job in handling their 
but some are not. 

"Nor must we forget lhlt-., 
of our commercial woodlud • 8 
hands of small owners, aad ... 4.. 
substa~tial increase in W. .... 
education and tree planti.JI&. .._ iS 
little to be complacent abou. a-. 
type of ownership-e~ 
we remember that the hard 
forest products for a groWU. 
can popul.ation must ~~ 
small holdmgs. Progrea a ;.t,_ 
slow. tc;~ 

"One of the answers to mr 
lem of how to align forest --~­
ment with the greatest 
greatest number-to ust a aac~1111 
phase-is, I think, some typt ol ~~.­
trol of cutting on privatt 1.45 
Many of my friends in the mdwi\1-j 
will object, perhaps strenuOIA!y 1o 
such an approach. Yet the inl ~ 
in this direction have been ll1n ..,1 many states including ~I 
Oregon and Washington. U~­
nately, they are merely a ~ 
beginning since in no statt an~­
ber cutting requirements -~ 
for the proper management ol~ 
ond-growth stands. 

"The kind of regulation 1 ~ 
advocate is a combination ol~ 
and federal control, the slates ~­
ing the laws and doing the~ 
job on the basis of broad requa>­
ments established by the fedenJ p ­
ernment much as in Clarke·MtN~r? 
fire control activities." 

Since Mr. Watts is now a~ 
of Portland, Oregon and is acti't" 
conservation movements in tht ~­
cific Northwest, A MEJUCAN f~ 
asked what he thought of the lorti' 
situation in this region, which c~­
tains the bulk of America's saww· 
her. . 

"You ask about the forestry Illa­

tion in this region," M~ .. Wa~IS ~­
tinued. " If you mean mtensn't kr­
estry, I will say it's hard to find:~~ · 
There probably won't be until • 
have a profitable market for sawll 
material. That means a much P 
er demand from pulp and paprt 
mills. To me it is clear thal' such. 
demand will come rapidly yet ~ 
Pacific Northwest foresters seem auk 
fied with a stand of 400 to 500 lftfS 
per acre-instead of 1000 to 1500-
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~ years after the old growth is 
~-That ~on of an understoc~ed 
~ "·ill mean the Joss of an Jm-
.10rment thinning in 25 years, and 

" !up< a second thinning in 4? 
~s. It will also mean a poor quah~ 
,. o1 ~wlogs when the forest matures 
Jill mrs hence. We might call this 
IJJI-Ioaf forestry. 

· 1 41m uneasy that too much em­
~s is being placed on the rapid 
~nting of old-growth Douglasfir 
;.ads because of overmaturity. We 
~ of rationalize the overcutting of 
..,Umber in Oregon by overstress­
Ill bses in virgin stands. I do not 
.«rrate the need for salvage and 
_.jution cuttings to aid in insect 
_.t disease control, but one may well 
,k concerned about a cut of nearly 
a billion board feet in Oregon in 
~ "·ith a total sawlog volume of 
.ah ~14 billion feet in the state, or 
a O.t of 4.3 billion feet in Washing-
11111 "·ith a total sawlog stand of 238 
..u!on feet. It's so easy to forget that 

'1. •-r are to have an adequate supplY 
II gwJogs in the future our olct'­
I'O"·th forests must be spread out 
•til the second growth matures. 

·sur beyond this is the fact that 
1 narrent old-growth cutting in the 
1 \orthwest is not distributed in ac­
canbnce with the present stand. Too 
aany lumber-producing centers are 

1 
apidly cutting their accessible tim· 
~ and while undercutting .the in· 
xmsible mountain stands. We need 
.art access roads and fewer sawmills 
'111 too many places in Oregon and 
puu of Washington. 

'Then, too, in Washington and 
Ortgon we have more than two and 
nre>-thirds million acres of so-called 
CDDJmercial cutover forest that is less 
Ibn ten percent stocked. We have 
IDOther one and a half million acres 
lrom ten to 40 percent stocked with 
ttedlings and saplings. We have 
~re than a million acres of pole­
• stands less than 40 percent 
.Ued. We boast of planting about 
50.000 acres a year-and a lot of that 
planting is on newly cutover lands. 
\ t the rate we're going it will take at 
least _100 years to plant up the com­
~~ercJal forest land in the Pacific 
Sorthwest that will not produce a 
crop except by reforestation. 

"I am pleased with the start made 
lll small block cutting in the Doug­
b~fir region. Yet one should not be 
ausled by the pictures and publicity . 
. \5 I travel over the state of Oregon 
l. see that cutting is still almost en­
urtly in large blocks. Examples of 
llllall block cutting in Douglasfir are 
10 .~re that one stops to admire it. 

1 am too old to stick my head in 
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the sand all the time. We have bare· 
ly scratched the surface of real for­
estry in the Pacific Northwest, and 
we brag too much about the little we 
have done. 

"I wish we could speed up the 
adoption of intensive forestry on in­
dustrial holdings and get more of 
even the beginnings of forestry on 
small holdings. 

"The tremendous population in­
crease predicted for the United States 
and the potential market for forest 
products in a world short of wood 
point to the urgent need of making 
our commercial forest land really 
produce. \Ve will not meet the na­
tion's demand for wood in say 50 
years with half-loaf forestry. And I 
am sure that much stronger public 
controls than we now have is an es­
s~ntial part of any adequate, long­
ume program. 

"During the past year I have been 
chairman of the Interim Committee 
for the Study of Water Resources of 
Oregon. R ecently we held 15 public 
hearings throughout the state. At 
almost every hearing sharp criticism 
was voiced abou t the management of 
forest and range lands. Siltation of 
streams and reservoirs arising from 
harmful logging practices is being in­
creasi ngly recognized here as in the 
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eastern sections of the United Sta tes. 
Considering the tremendous value of 
the wa ter resource to western farms, 
ranches and comm unities, it is clear 
tha t wa tershed land-use must be of 
su ch a character as to d o minimum 
damage to the quality a nd quantity 
of streamflow. If the hearings we 
have just concluded are indicative 
of the popular temper in the Pacific 
Northwest we:: may expect some sort 
of controls on logging methods, and 
particular ly logging-road construc­
tion and skidding practices, in addi­
tion to more controls on timber cu t­
ting. 

W hat are your impressions of the 
present administ ra t ion's ualural re­
sources policies~ \Ir. \ Vatts was asked. 

' 'I am very much disturbed about 
the present situation ," he replied . "A 
pattern is developing tha t must 
alarm those who are interested in 
conserva tion . The administration at 
the outset promised it would stand 
by the conserva tion policies of T eddy 
Roosevel t and Gifford Pinchot. But 
it is no t going in that direction . 

"For example, it has already di­
vested itself of the offshore oil prop · 
erties worth billions of dollars. It has 
taken a position on public power 
th at is just the opposite to Teddy 
R oosevelt 's philosophy as evidenced 
by the H ells Ca nyon d a msite for 
which the Jdaho Power Company is 
fighting. Likewise, the partnership 
proposed for the .J ohn Day dam on 
the main Columbia River would sub­
stitute priva te control for public con­
trol of a tremendous power resource. 

"The proposal to build a huge 
d am and reservoir within the Dino· 
saur National Monument shows tha t 
the administ ra tion p laces little value 
on the inviolability of our national 
parks and monuments. Decimation 
of the Bonneville Power Administra­
tion will remove it as an effective 
agency in planning for power de­
velopment in the Pacific Northwest. 

" Nor are these all the things that 
disturb me. The reorganization of 
the Soil Conservation Service h as just 
about wrecked the great agency 
which Hugh Bennett developed. Sub· 
sti tution of politica l acceptancy for 
career accom plishments is becoming 
the touchstone for appointments to 
top positions in the Soil Conserva-

tion Service, the Fish 
Service, the National Park Sen 
and many o ther technical co 
tion agencies. In fairness, I sb 
add that the administration 
favor more research in most c 
va tion fields. 

"The Budget Bureau has been 
gardly in its recommendationJ 
funds for some vital consenatt 
programs. I am thi nking particuU:' 
of the Forest Service. Here art 
am pies of cuts recommended bl ~ 
Rureau in the budget for fiscal l9J> 
maintenance of improvements, 
el uding recrea tional improvemen11. 
$283,000; t ree planting, $450.11•• 
reseeding worn-out range land, S300,. 
000; fo rest fi re con trol on pri111r 
lands, $500,000. 

" Fortunately, several of these cua 
recommended by the Presidents 
budget were resto red by House 
tion. I hope the Senate concurs. 

"I agree fully with Ira Gabriehoo. 
ex-chief of the Fish and Wildh:: 
Service when he writes, 'The new ~ 
ministration has had a year to &~ 
itself and to establish a consen·atioc 
program. In general, it can be ~:! 
that n o constructive, progressive prc.­
gram for advancing conservation~' 
tivities h as ye t been developed, an~ 
little interes t has been shown br tbc 
nm great departments (AgricuhUit 
and Interior) responsible for the 
most important of our consen·atioa 
estate in protecting the gains madt 
in the past.' 

"T h e Agriculture Department 
failed to get in the record a stron; 
posi ti~n against the D'Ew<~:n gm 
m g bill (H.R. 4023) , which was 
killed in the last sessions. It reponeJ 
adversely on the Ellsworth timbc1 
bill (H .R . 4646), but later withdrr'ol 
that report only to find that Con_grr­
sional action recommitted the b11l to 
committee by a vo te of 226 to 161. 
I am unable to get a current adw~ 
report on D 'Ewart's mining b1)l 
(H .R . 4983) desp ite the fact that_n 
will in no way really solve the mm· 
ing claim problem. 

"Similarly, the Interior Depart 
ment testified favorably on ~ 
D 'Ewart g razing bill and Ellsworth 1 

timber bill as well as on the D'Ewa: · 
m ining bill. 

"I knew Gifford Pinchot well." 
Mr. Wa tts declared. "He talked tn 
me by the h our about the plans bt 
and T eddy R oosevelt had for con· 
servation and use of our natural re· 
sources. I am sure they would . bt 
amazed tha t this administrauon 
claims to be following in their fOOl· 
steps." 
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UlUTED STATES DEPAR'J;'MENT OF AGRICULT-uRE 

Forest Service 

Washington, Uay 11, 

' Chief Forester Watt~ Honorod by u. s. Depar-qnent of Agriculture 
~·· 

(For Sunday~ Hay 21, Rel~ase) ' 

-
.. ~ . ' ' 

~ 

' 'Ill! \ 
I 'f \ 

Lyle f• riatts, Chief of the u .. s. Forest Serv~ce, will receive a Depe.rtmeht ' . \ 

of Agriculture distiniuished service a·He.rd from Secretary Charles F. Brannan at 

ceremonies in the Sylvan Theatre on the ·i lashington !cfonument Grounds on May 25. 

The award is the highest given b~,r the DepRrtment to its employees. 

In the citation for this award, Secretary of AgrioultW"e Brannan commended 

• 
Mr.- Hatts for his distin&uished l eadership ~n advancing the cons·ervatio·n of f·ore~t 

resources 'in the United States and the vmrld~ Chief Forester Wat t s, ·he said: has 

stimulatod better forestry pr uoticos in this ·country and has onorgetic&lly 
, 

defended public inter ests in the use of for est rosouroos. Ho has played a leading 

role in the development of a 'Norld forestry orge.nizntion • 

Mr . Ylatts came t o '..'lashington as Chief of the Forest· Service in 1943 with a 

broad background of e5cperience in all br~nches of the Service . 

Upon gre.duati~n from Iovm State College in 1913 with a . B.s. degree in 

forestry, Ur. rfutts ent ered the Forest Service· as n fi old nssiste.nt in timber 
/ < 

cruising and ~urvey work, with headquart e rs· at Afton; 1'/yo. He worked up through 

t h e ranks in nr.tional forest administration - assistant supervisor of the Bo ise 

- National Forest in Idaho , supervisor of the ·vreis er National Forest in Ida ho e.nd 

:·· later the Idaho National Forest at McCall - to forest inspector, working out of 

the Ogden, Utah, r egiona l office. 

\ 
In 1928 Ure rlntts l eft t ho Forest Service to organizp and direct the forestry 

school at Utah State Agricultura l Colleg~. 

Returning to the Intermountain Forest and Ran ge Exper~ent Station in 1929 . 

Mr. W&tts started his work in the r osoe.roh ~rE?onoh of the Service. 

·, 

• .. 

For two years 

(over) ' _.... 

,. \ 

I 

fJ \ 
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he wns engngod ln forost and ·wntershod studios in tho Utah aroa, before heading 
· ' I I I ( .. ;' .. . . 

· "l'' .• up th~· Uartbern.Rocky_l.Jpuntain F9rost and. R~iigo Experimtint · Station i':l t.fis_so'ul~, 

:,:~ ·~ ~ ~· MD·~t~ r;hor~: 'h~ di~~~t~d ~~1·1 ~~~~~~o~ ~·oti~~i~,~ -~~ ~~~- ~~;~;t .ge'~~~~ ~~;· J,b~ta~, f"... \ .... , .. . . . . 
!- , tiofth~Tn: Idaho, ebd n section' of ~rthwostern South .Dako~n. · ' ,. " · { - ... 

..... 1 : •. ~ ' . ' ' . . · . . . -. ,. . ., •1_ • ·. ,· •• . . . .;•. .. ,<: :': .• 

t,. ~.~From ·1936 to ~939 Mr. Watts served as regional forester of tho ·worth Central r .. , .... 
I _, ~· -. :. ~ • , '' , " '=" .. '. ... • • ' • • I • ' ~, 
/Ro-gi~n wh~oh ino~u4es tho national fore sts located in Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, 

' .. , , .. .... . I ~ .. . . . .• . -.. \. ., l 

, ,' Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and ·ohio. He ~hf{n transfe rred to a similar 

· il ,po si t~o n_ in. tho t~ ~ 1 t_imbor :re~ i orl o ~ Woo hi~gton and _or~ ~on_. .' _ . _ ' . . ' 

r.~ .. :. . · .· & ·ouus·e of :his exporienoo i~· ,omployi'ng, otganizlng, and ·dealtng' with 'skil:led .· r· :· and UnSki·l.,~od ,work<;JrS and_ hi~ \rl:-qo . ~nta.o_ts Wi~.h . li~o.stock :rp,on nnd ?Ons.tr~oj;io·n ·• , 
::• .: ~ ·outfits', -~~ Watts wa~ oal~od tc;> Yfashi~on in 1942 to talco ohn~go of tho farm· · ~ • 
·· . inbor' notivitios of tho Dopnrtmont of Agti~ulture. Ho r oturnod ~o his forest wOrk 
, ' .. · ~in Portlimd, Ore •• for n short ~ti1no boforo .Ool!ling to his pros ont ·poSition. ,. 

~~ 'f~~ Mr. Watts sorvos on t~~ '~flo~-~{: ~~~~~~~~r~tiqn ~~~d -. o.f -~~~ ~SDA ~rn~~~f? ' ·* ,. 
· .·( School. Ho is o. Follor. in tho Society of Amerioun Foresters. !own State Colle ge, 

. · _-~·~ .from which ho r oooived his Mo.st ors dogro~ in 1928, copforrod on him an honor~ry 
: ·. · ~" Doctors .dogroe and tho AlUmni Mori t Award. Ho ··vms o.l so prosontod .tho Croix du 

.. Chovalior de la Meri to Agricolo by tho Froneh go vornment. 
. . . 

, . Mr. Watts is · chniriMn of t ho standing udn sory committee on fore stry of the. 
Food and .h.griculturo Organization.. Prior to. the forming of FAO he was & member 
!'f the t oohnicnl cornmittpe· 1>n f or estry f or the Int e rim Commission on Food a nd 
Agriculture . Ho J1b.s s ~rved as t echni cal advisor to tho u. s • . de l oge. t o to the 
Food and Agri oul_turo Organization se ssions in Washi ngton,· D. c. in 1948 and ·1949, 
in Coponhngim in 1946, and' in Quobeo in 1945. He was nlso tho u. s. de l egat e to 

' tho I nt or-Amorioan 'Coni'e ronoe on the. Conservation of Ronovmble Uaturc.l Resource s 
·Jn Denver ·. in 1948• nnd he s ttended t he United Na tiqns , Scientific Conf'er ence a;~ 
lAke ·Spocoss, u • . Y. in 194;9• 

(For Sunday, 1.1o.y 2l, Rc l oaso ) 
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1694 Biographical Sketch of .Lyle F. Watts 

Lyle F .• Watts' has been Chief of tre Forest Se.rvioe in the United States 
~epartinent of Agr.i .cul t4l"e _s.inoe ~anue.ry, ·19.~~· Broad tre.in.ing in publi5' 
ser.vioe preceded hi·s assipent ·as Chief Forester. 

. I • .. 

l rtLfif ? 

Mr .• Watts' .experience includes service in all phe.ses of the administrative 
branch of tJ:le Forest Service,, frOJll. that of fire guard to Regional Forester 
in two Regions (the National Forests embrace ten-forest regions including , 
public forest lands in Alaska and Puerto Rico); several years in the forest 
research bre.no~, including four years as Director of the Northern Rocky 
MOuntain Forest ·and Range Experiment Station; and two years in the fie~d of 
forestry education during which time he organized the school of forestry 
at the Utah Agricultural College. In all, his Wbrk has carried him into four 
Regions. His early work was in the Intermountain Region with headquarters 
at Ogdert, Utah. His research experience was in the Northern Rooky Mountain 
Region with headquart~rs at Missoula, MOntana. In 1936 he was appointed 
Regional Forester for the North Central Region which includes the National 
Forests of _Illinois, Indiana, lolV&, Michigan, Mirmesote., Missour_i ,, Ohio, a,Di 
Wisconsin. · In 193~-he was tre.nsferred to the' post of Regional Foresta'' in 
the North .Pa.cific _R~gion_, with headquarters e.t Portland, O~egon. 

~ring 1941 and P.art of 1942, Mr. Watts s erved as Chairman of the Department · 
of Agriculture committee dea'tin·g· with post-war planning for the Pacific North­
vtest • 

In the fall of 1942, because of his wide experience in employing, organ1z1ng 
and dealing with skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with 
livestock men, construction outfits and the public, Mr. Watts ~~s brought 
to Washington to assist the Secretary of Agriculture in the activities of 
the DeJ.:6rtJMnt related to farm labor. 

When Mr .• Watts was appointed as Chief Forester, Secretary Wickard made the 
following stateiM.nt, "Mr .• Watts' broad experience and understanding of the 
country's need for prot eating and maintaining the productivity of ou,r 
forest land will be of particular value in wartime. He has a sound grasp 
of a program desigmd tO meet the r ·equirements of this eiMrgenoy .as well 
as the long range needs of the Nation in conserving and devel .oping _ its forest 
lands •" 

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iovm. He :r eceived the Bachelor 
of· ·Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa. State College in 1913; ·was granted 
the professional degree of Master of For estry in 1928. He entered the Forest 
Service on July 1, 1913# as technical assistant on the Ylyoming National Forest, 

... ~ -.. -
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..... _··- t . :. :. · ~ . "'YOU and I have- a lot to do wi tb trees in t he fo;rest and in the 
·; . . farm WOO~S; "4t~ f or a ge on open Tanges and in pa stures ; Vlith· Wild 

life; and With soil erosion and the like . But a s members 'or the De­
" · partmerit or Agri-cul-ture and· its· Fo~est Service 1- run c onfident the:t 
: .. ·we 8..1,1· think abollt ang work ·with t hese ·t hings because th~y are t-ools. 
~ t~ugh which\ peoyle l"'.Jiy , be ·served• What I am trying to say ts that 
· l am a forester because I know what happens to peop1.e i!l forest -com• 
:munities .a.rt.er thoir timber ha s been liquidat ad unproperly or too 

, fast. That- all of us who are part and parcel of t he For est Sertioe 
· ~ow that forest land resol.ll'ces can bring XAa'sonable seouri ty to 

~ ·. ::-Peop1e who work in a given locality and who wa."lt ~o own h om0s · and 
~ . 1 J1lise families. And. t hat 'I 'Y.jll do all t hat I can t o help you. make ' , 
·'. 8~ that the s--e ~-sou;-c'es are so managed t hat t hey m).l do just t _hat • · ·-..: 

.. .. • .. ... • ,# • f \. .. 

- .. ... . ... t; .. ,...,. ' ' I • ... .. .; • I· I t .... • 

~Allot which .boils . aown to' this: Lot's always thf nk(of fore sts 
................ - .... · 17 ·in tenn.s of all of the peopl~ ·we in the Forest Servi,ee . .. 

.. . . .,. '"'.. . ·:·~-- --=··-
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Lyle F. ~·iatts, Chid ot the U. s. Forest Service ~i.l"tce JarrJ.:u-y 19431 ste.rt.od as 
a tiro gu:J.rd w ~tionAl. fore:Jto and wor ked up throw; h the ranks to bccoz::.o hoa.d 
ot the federal a.ga;1cy he has now served !or nearly 40 years. 

In recognition of Hr. \'/atts• out:stnndi.ng service, he vaa presented the De~rt.mcnt 
or ,\grlcult~o•s c!iot.incu·i<!;ucd scrvico a\-.nl"d in 1950. Sccre~J or i\p-iculturo 
Chnr!.m; F'. 11rurll'klll commended Hr. i.'o.tts for hi5 leadershi p in adrWlci.nJ: tho co:lSOl'­
~tion of f oi'c:!t re ::~ources iil t ho Lnited St3tes and t he ltorld. He at.a.ted that !:r,. 
\•it.tts h~D ati::rulated better forestry r ra.ctices in t his COU.'ltry, h~ dclended. public 
intE.!l"ests in t!:le use of fo r est rcso\.U"cos, and has played a lead~ role m devaloJ>­
ing a ;-rorld forestry orga.nizatioo. 

H:r. Watto ha!! served in four of the ten national forest regions. no h::t.s been 
regio~1D.l .(O:i"'cstor of t \<.-o r egi onsl !to has s pent sev<:>.ral yc:rrs in t.-h·.t z~s~.rch 
bra.'1ch1 includin~ f our y oc.rs as director of n forest cx:-~riDent ot.aticn~ a."ld he 
han t~c dist.i.::c ~ion of h:'.Vi.1g org::mized t.:-to School of ?ores-try a t t he Ltsh S~te 
Agricultural Collo3e. 

llo ·.,;.us born in Cerro G()rdO County, Iowa, in l UC)C. He rocei vcd the Bachelor ot 
Scig:,1ce in S'or csir; dc;;,r.ee at tho Io"4 S~to Coll.e ~e in 1913 :1.nd i>f:ls cr t:.ntcd tho 
Ha.gl'"cr of .:orestr:,r dcr;roe at t ho sa.-:to institution L"l 19.2u . Ee a."ltorod t ho ?orost 
Service July 1 1 1913, as technical assistant. on tnh'l .iyuuint:. Nt.tiiona.l. Zorest. 
' 

:.:r. ~~a.tts l.ator eervcd as n.::>sista!lt SU!-~or ot t he ;;oir.o !lational. ;:-are~ li .L"'\ 
!d.::.ho1 as sup:.rvinor 01' the ~icioer l:ntion..t.l ~·ornot i.'1 I d:.l..1o , a s ou~ervi~r of tho 
ldcllo~ l'Z.'ltio."Ull f orest at l·~ccall, <i."ld as .!.'oreot inspector wor:d!~s out of t!H'l O{~~en1 
Utah, !'CJ ional of fice. 

In 19.28 he loft; t ho ?orast 3arvice to organizo a.nd direct t ho forcstr-; school at 
Ut<lh !.it<lte lL{;l•icult.ural. College l-c3 , 

Heturni."\g to the Intermountain I··orest and i1n...'1·;e l~pcrimeJl.t St.a.tio!'l a t O..;den in 
1929, l!r. 1.:&tt, bet;r.n h!.s \!ork ,in the l"C!lC~Ch branc~ of ~he .. ~crest ser.,.:ce. For 
two yearn he l'illO c:1~zed :in fo~o:t L' nd 1-:atcr~1ed stu::ie:J in t h ... Ltr;h area , bofora 
hea.di.~ up th~ . .!'orthcrn a oc lc-J ~ cu11ta.:in f'oro>t ~d :~ ... 1v;e __ ~_:c:.rir~r.t S t:r-2t i0>1 i!1 
Hissou.l.a , ~·:Ont.. 'i.;wre he directed \ll1 rcsoor c.. , ac't.i vi.tias O.L t .' ~ ~-or0st Jorvlco 
in t-:ont~.n.a., northern Idnilo 1 a:J:i a section o ~ ncrt.!'!::t:l!:i':..crn :1outh J:&J::ot<!. . 

· · Fron1 1 9.36 to 19.39 !~. J.'att~ served n3 rc~io:nD.l fores -tor or t he -:Iort!1 ~antral Pe~ion 
l'ihich include~ t.hc nntion.Ll..l foru nt.s loc-2-ted i n :.i!u."lo~ot,..:>. , Iu;\a 1 1 bsouri1 ;:iscon:in, 
Illinois, lr~:i:ta.r..a, .l.i ch:i.can u.nd Oh i o. He ~hen bee3...la rogionlil. f orest er of .lashin,stoo 
and 0rCJa1 with hoadc,:uartora at o..~L'l."ld• 

Deeause o! his CX?Jl'iOrlce i.."l cnployi..'1a1 orcnnizil-1,; , and doalin \lith s idllod ard 
unskill!'lj M?r~crs c:md !lis lfiric c .}:1t~ct.s 1-1i~~1 live nt.ock r.~en end con::tr-o.!c t,:;.on outfits 1 
}:r. : .'.;4-f,t~ '\or,:.3 ~allcd t o ·.:ns.'li:.!;ton in 1')!~ to t --:-::3 char:~e of t?-1~ ::." .lr~ 1.:.-to::-· r.ctlYi­
tics ol t "ho D~!:P-rtwont ·of .. t,rriculture. } e r~turned to his ·..-:ori< c'l~ } 'l~ :;i ~r.al "forester 
ol tho Pa..cific .i!ortt1~rost for a nhort tine ba.l:'ore ccx._'\ir'o& to hi:J pro~er.t. pooition. 

Hr. :l:l. t.tn serves on the Go.nera.l Adw.in.i.strut.ion Doar·d o1 t Ho U3D.\ Graduate School. 
He is a. Fellow in t he Soeict.y or Amcr~ Foresters. 



Iowa !3tato College has coni'crrcd on h:im an honorary Doctors decree ar.d t.he Alunni 
Merit AlArd. lie ws al.ao ~~resented the Croix du Chevalier c1e la Harite Aericolo 
by the r"'rouch govornment.. 

J.ir. iT~tta hn-s ha.d an il.1p0rta:nt ;xu-t in t he doveJ.o:nent. or international activities 
in the field of forestry. llo is chairr.".an or t he tr...a.c'"ldi.ng adviso17 ccr.mittee· on 
farestcy oi t~to !Jnlte--J. i..ations Food and A~icult.ure c.r gcni7..ation. He v.:l5 a member 
or t he technical corr.mittee on forestry i'or the Inter.ila CCY.m~sion on Food nnd 
Agriculture l'<hi.ch :~1-eceded t he cstublicl1r...cnt. of FAO. He hc~s s erved as tec!mical 
advisor to t he u. s. delc'"'ato to the r'ood a.'1.d A,::ric:ulturo Orca.nization r:.essicms in 
\Jashingt un, D. c., in 1948 and 194.9 , in Co?Qnha,een in 191}6, .ln ( ueboc in 19/;51 nne! 
in I OCtO in 1951. re 1·-US also t he u. !3 . dcl.e;;ato to t he Int~Or-Al~riean Conference 

· on t he Conservation o.t t. :e:n~blo r·:ntural Hosourcoa in Denver in 19l..B1 a."!d he 
attendod the Unitod r~tiona Scientific Conference at .Lake Suceesa1 N. Y •• in 1949. 
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NEVT$ BUDGET #2 

LYLE \'JATTS ' APPOINTMENT AS CHIEF FORESTER 
WELL DESERVED 

I ' 

Extension of Remarks 
of 

Ho:n. Homer~ An.~ell 
- of Oregon 

· In The House of Representatives 
Tuesday, f,f,~rch .9,1943 

I • ·: ,.; • , 

. : . ! ·.· 

,·:: 

. . 

: 1 

W.r...o:: AngelL· · t.!r •. ~peeker, I want to take this opportunity to ·call attention to 
th.e''v.i.~il~deserved promo.tion in t he app6intnent of Lyle Watts as the ne~v . Chief 
F;res~~t ~ · 7At tl~e· ap,e of 52 !1~ . V'atts assume~ this iillportant posi ti.on. 

Gi'i~: 1'lr'·~ · Watt's ,·Ja_s born in Iowa' at an' early aie his t:emJ 1Uook~I;l· res'i®!!.~ 
~hing~~~d he has th¥bugtlout . the years of his adult _life 

. (i!~n closely assdciated with tl;le ne-st. At ·.the age ·of 23 he entered the · Forest 
Servic'e as· a labor.er, and his promotion to the top · positi.on i~ · this .. great in­

: .. : d\}-s,try .is· 'a :well 'deserved recognition of f a ithful, continuous, and effeciti ve 
- . ·· s~rv:i,ce .. ·_i'n the forestry ·industry. · · ·· · · . . . . . . . . . 

I ' '• 

.. 'QI'!d.e;r. l~ave ·heretofore-: g'ranted, I i.!lciu·de . fl.S :_a p~~t · · bf -my rem~rks ·a ·.faQtual 
study 'of r,;r.; ! Vla~t_s. - ~d :h-is y;q,~k ':. ~i ~ten · .by_,: "R~ich~::-d · -L .. ' l ·Jellb~}:.g~t_ , ; and·: appear ­
ing in the Portland · Oregonia~ in ft~· Fe·brua;ry .~1 ; · ~ss.ue. ~s. f9;l:lows-:: · , . 

. . - '; ~ ... . .. . . , · ... . : i ; , .. : : . 

He' '{}Uard~· ~For~st Legacy - Lyle ' 'latts, ·New ·cMef F9-r~.ste.r ,·V-iews 
Nation's .. Tlqqde(J.·~:Regi'o'ns· As li: Heritage Of All The Pepple· .- ·Teddy ·: 
Roosevelt Cal~ed 'It A :Job,· Of 8'a:cred. . Tr:ust, Today It Is· ·:rn ··Tlie ·'Hfl..nds 
Of J.. Po:r:tland ·Man · ·.. .. .;. ( By.) h·eh!n"d.: ~·; : r~~ub~:rger.} . . 

' • • • • · : • · , ( ;' • • • •••• 0 - ., • • : 

The first wilderness trip I ev~r' .mB:d~: ,;i th: iyle· 'Yiatt-~:c~a."1 '.·.9h: the ~~eep 
wat ershed of the Mount Hood National Foresta . ·· .. ne ~&ere si-tting :on a lava 
crag which faced off toward east.ern Oregon. In the. shadov~s of late after­
noon, the firs of the Pacific siope bl~nded evenly with the distant pine 
woods of the dry region . \Ie s eemed to be -ridi.ng the bowsprit of a ship 
cleaving a measureless green sea. 

Watts pointed eastw!.rd, out over the vast solitudes. "Ti.'is scene represents 
the heritage of America," he so.i d. "Forests . like this one belong to a ll the 

.~erican people, to men and women in every State . It is up to us to ac­
hieve the twin goal of both usinp, these forests and savi'ng them. v:e must 
use them tod~Y. for hmber, for recreation, for grazing , 'for drainage and 
water supply~ · · lilld we must save them for the next generation , so that they, 
in turn, can qlaim similar benefits." 

In the gotheri.ng; ·dusk his bluE: eyes - the eyers· of a forester - were bri~ht 
·~i th enth~siasm. · 

This is the ph'iiosophy which Lyle ·Ford 1:iatts novv. bring~ ~Q t-he most important 
for estry post on earth, the pOSition of Chief of the United. States Forest . . .. '. _., "' ' ·. 

!) . 
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Service. J..t · 5.2 he ha~ just become America's first chi~f Forester in 4 
years . Since Ferdinand h, Silcox d~~d. in 19~9, the Forest Service has had 
no permanent head. The assignment Jiad ·been filled by temporary appoint­
ments until last mont~, when President Roosevelt and Secretary of J~gricult­
ure Wickard suddenly decided upon Viatts. 

rlllleri co. For emost .Ar.l.Ong ·Lumber Producer's 

The United States produces more lumber tha n any other nation . I n ~erica 

grow the world's greatest stands of timber. 'i'he management and protection 
of this inva lua bl e res1ource are now the respons ibility of a lean , r aney 
Portlander who in 1938\. became head of the Fore st Service in the Pacific 
Northwest . Uatts occuplles a post long hel d in e steem by the Ameri can 
people Gifford Pinchot first filled it . John l ruir and Teddy Roosevelt 
called it a job of sacred trust. 

I 
The Chie f Fore st er of the United State s is directly in charge of the 
national forests of the land, Thes e f or e sts embrace the country's most 
magnificent wilde rness \- the hardwood forests of Michigan, the Lake Sup­
erior meadows, the dense "rein forest;:;" of the Oregon sea coast, Idaho's 
lordly Ponderosa pines~ the sentle woodlands of the s outhern States • 
.America ' s nationa l fordsts c.ggr egate 151,897,000 e cres. This is nearly 
three time s the urea of the British Isles. 

To a post so crowded with responsibility Lyl e F, ".'!atts, of Portland, Oreg ., 
brings a rich backgrountl of forestry experience . He was born in Ce rro 
Gordo County of Iowa on! November 8, 1890. lie attended the public schools 
of Clear Lake, Iowa, ana luter his fami l y moved to Dellingh1::1m 1 ~ io sh . He re­
turned to his native State to study forestry and won both bachelor's and 
master's degr ees in that subject a t Iowa State Coll ege. His gruduution 
was cum laude . 

In the United States Fo~est Service Lyle Hatts came up the hard way . He is , 
so to speak, the former switchman who became pre sident of the r a ilroad , the 
pape r boy >-Jho beclime e ~:iJtor . Iz:l .. l~l~ 1 . when he ~f:l-S 23 years . old, he started 
with : the ·Fore~t · Servl:ce · 6s·' a l(lbot~* ... :& · .. :cleared. t.ru.il~>, ·; felled . trees 1 

s addle d· hol;!se§ ,:, ·cl~ened :1 st abH: ~;; : : N!ost o{ th:i~ ~ toH; t.Qok·:place ·.in 'Utnh, · 
In 1915 he met Hell Bown1a n in Ogden o.nd marrie d 'her . They have two child­
r en - Gordon L. :·ratt s, d ~i.e-q~a.nu~t o.f ·· e~gip_ee rs . t;1t . :Camp ora~bdur.ne 1 ' Ea.'~; ·: :· 
a nd Jun~ · .A-:· Vlatts 1· _ ,ilno · -i~ ·e..n .' ~_mp~oyee o( t¥·.1.'\i~l&mette! Eyst er :c.o· ~ in ·: . 
Port.l>and, · · : ·· · ··.· ... · · ·: \ :. · . · ·:. . : .... ... · ' .: · ,: ;, ;. ' :· · : :;:.';,--:, .,. · .·. · · 

In 1928 Lyle Yl?t~_s :to~k .~r~~.upt~ . ~ o~r~es; in ~o~~st.~· . n~ Utah ·J.gri~ul~~!'al , · 
College, end· -the n~xt ye!ir w~s .appo1ntE:ld. a . s1l v1c4l. turl:St · for .the Fol'es-t .. 
Service . He· ·studi~d troes :fr:oni -roots to c:rown.· From. l93r until 1936 'he· -wns 
director ·of the· No·rthe.rn1Ro'cky ~.Toudt~i'n . For~st ~~~riment Stati:o·n, : !md 'in' 
1936. he was appointed re~io.nui ' .forester f'o'r the ·North Central Region , which 
cente red on the States of ~lfe .Great Lakes. , The :re ·: he ~ did : an,· ou.t ·strmding ' 'j·ob _. · 

in ai~~~· ·~iil. th_e _· r~·s~sc~., a~i~~ o~ ·· o. . ~nee gr.en~ ~ ~~b~~··:: ar~n;~ ; · ~ .. ~ · . · ·; · · .. ·~··: 
Five- years ago~ liir . · .:5iicd)t 1 -:theh. chief .of. th~ For~ l?1i _Servi:ce 1 ·. pl!:ieed '\'idtts :: 
in charge of -t'he . ~~¢~1-~9(1.~~, ~ mos~ : i~]6Qrt~nt r~gio·n, .This -region i:s the .· . .. 
P~cific. ~ol'thwest, "'Hhich supplies more than a..t.hirr,i .of; the lumber ··or the ·· · 
Nation. i'latts moved to Port l&nd; where he mnde his home until last nonth 1 

when he Was called to We..s~ing~on . to .head the .. For~·st .S€r~ie.e· in all 48 'stat'e P ·: 
t , ' • •• ·: '', !' ' : . ·· .. • ' e ' I ; "' • ,' i •• 

. . .. . : .. - ·.,; .· . I ' . I 

• I o • •,; ~ '" : 

. . ). . .... , .... ... . .. ·.' , ~ .. ~ , .. 
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. and .:Alaska. He and his family lived a·t .809 Northeast Thirty- ninth Avenue. 
I 

The Forest Service's new c hief is c. fri.endly; mi"ld- mennered mun , On the 
trail· -he ·says little, but see~ mu-ch . · At . the end of the wilderness day he 
cen tell his companions·eround the crump fire t he condition of the range, 
the flow of the stre~s , the· q·uoli ty of t he timber, the surviva l oppor­
tun-ities of the.wiidlife. Like Thoree.u , the wilder ness t-o his i s a page 
to t;Je rend. ~latts ha~ the long , easy lop_e of n woodsme.n und covers ground 
tirel essly. Tramping is no effort for hiin, although in r ecent yeers some 
trouble wi th his ba~k has re s tricted his activity . 

In a world ·ut \·m.r, v.tth J>Jllerica 1'he. principa l .a rs·enal of t he democr atic 
nations, the position .of chief forester of the United St e.t e s i s more im­
portant than ever. before. Lumber . iq a crit i cal mat e rie l, one of t he most 
critical · of al~. I~ requires ·hundreds of board feet to house each s old­
ier • . Shipya.rds .use ve st quanti ti e·s. of l umber . for piles end deckinr, . 
Sp~uce for· a irpl anes is needed in J .. rae ricc. c.nd ·Englc.nd . t£ili t cry ca nton­
ments ·a re •lit er(: lly ·huge · lumbe r accumulc.tions . J.nd when t he wor is finally 
VJOn , enorOOUS tiffi.OUnts Of k !lerict.n' tir:ber will be req~:i..rcd ·to· r econstruct 
the shc.tter'e d continent of Europe • .. 

Foreste r Has To Knke Sure Lumbe r .h.dequut e .. · 

Lyle F~ Vh:tts must. s ee to it .t h!. t sufficient .l umber ·.if r.vnilebl e for Victory. 
i.nd he !:tlso ·must . see ·. to 1 t the t the . fores ts c.nd. woodl ands t.re spe.r ed for 
the next gene·r ctioh;: As he s({id 'ori the s·lopes 0f :r-,:6unt Hood thet bright 
e fteJ;noon, ·he ·must try' ·bot~ ·.to use the forests end st.vo them. No chief 
forc st.er ever fuc!3d .u- ···sternor t usk 1 for: never w~s iliriJ.~er in such urgen~ de­
mand . In f -act, · the ',Je.r Productio~ Bontd hns. li.sted :wood nl ong with steel 
a nd e l uminum. a s one of th..e vi tt:l · sinews of war. . Vii t hout on adequat e suppl y 
of lum.ber, the war mu'cl1inE; would jolt to e. cr~aking hLlt . 

Lyle · ".'letts i s an advoc!lt.e ·of susta ined yi eld . This mes. ns the.t t he forest 
should b~ me.intained ns e going· institution, the e.mount of_ lU!Jlber cut being 
kept in ba l unce with the new ~rovith . "Xe t ," ·he r ecently added , " sustu ined 
yie ld fo.r tho Nution or r egion or ·s t &te is not enough, 'i!e nust r,et right 
down to susta ine d yield for conmunities or wor king circles , J ust s o long 
u s we a re sctisfied with a type of sustc ined· yie ld th~t bal ance s on overcut 
in s ·outhwest e rn Oregon - thut lone ·we will miss .the answer to t he r en+. prob­
l em. 

"It'·s· &. humun problem. Fre:nk~y, it is the Hoods workt.rs &nd their f!lmilies 
which come first ' in my mind us I view our forest . problem, It is the com­
muni ti e.~ .t.hat al-e . bu~lt up und broken down . It is t he unemployment nn.d 
relief loags and distressed locnl governments t hr..t follo~J in the · wake of 
closed rriill'S · thet me.ke a ne.tiona l problem, If you hfive worked in the Luke 
Stc.tes ·or the Oze.rks, you get the point. Spift~ng populations ·&nd ups end 
downs in community well - being ct.n neve.r be overcome by nigh -wege s, short 
hours, or . the more r ecent pa id ve.cu.tions," · · 

• ... • • • • • t 

i1.S oeste .prect:utionary me~s:UrEJS :1 :\:at'ts . has urged f i ve r equ irements for bet­
ter forestry: 

.. 
1. · Insure the leaving of needed seed tl'ees of l.esiruble species ond 
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p~event the unnessury destruction of reproduction and immet ure 
young growth . 

8. Insure safeguarded use a nd control of fire , including exercise of 
prevent~tive measures. 

3 . Prevent clear cutting and deforest~tion unless positive cssurunce 
is forthcoming of natural r esto.cking or, if need be , of r epl !lnting . 

4. Prevent the use of destructive logging methods end e quipment . 

5. Prevent excessive gr a zing in critice l run- off 1 erosi on , a nd forest 
r eproduction ar eas . 

Some of these proposals ore ulreudy in effect . ,~ nU.r.J.be r of l umber comp~~ie s 

heve adopted them. The 1941 session of the Oregon St at e Legislature, at the 
urging of Gov. Charles h. . Spregue , enacted l m1s r equiri ng b certain pro­
portion of tree s to be spared in the cutting of timber. These t r ees v1ill 
serve to seed the l e.nd for r. nev~ growth . Many lumber men hc.ve voluntarily 
ubandoned t he old "cut out and get out" philosophy and have undertaken 
strenuous conserv~:; tion progr c.ms . 

V,'atts r E:gerds the :?ucific Northwest os the one r egion in the l end where £1 

substant i al growth of timber cnn be :perpetuated. In other r egions entirely 
new storts must be:: mu.de. "The Phcific Northwest ," he s£tid not long ago , · 
"still has vast areas of virgin forests, in spit e of the f act tha t we al ­
r ec:dy hf.ve cut out the better hal f of the timber of ~·Jashington and ure 
b~ginning to concentrate in Oregon . The Dougl as Fir Belt in western Oregon 
end Washington h£ts one- t hird of the remaining old growth timber of contin­
entc.l United St ate s . " 

Vietts has frequently declared that adequat e reforest ation is dependent upon 
effective fire cpntrol. Otherwise, in his opinion , t he new tree s will simply 
constitute u fire trcp . Smell trees scattered among underbrush, ore mostly 
tinder . "I n I'!lE!ny places ," he once told e. mee t in~-; of lumber workers , " a 
tree-plenting program would. be providing fue l for fires v1hich will occur un­
less a Nut i on-VJide progr wn for protecting ull forest lands from f ire gives 
i nsur ance against the destruction ·of r eforest er ar eas as well as commercia l 
timber stonds . " 

For mcny years divergent groups h[:Ve wrLn~led over the use of J.neri'co ' s 
nation&l forests. Fishermen want power end irri rsc.tion dcJlls kept out~ · Lum­
ber companies . believe tha t car e l oss · fishermen start 1rmnt;on fires , Cc.mpers 
dislike indiscriminut e gruzing . Stockmen r esent the. i nfluence of recreotion­
ists . Some conservation groups believe the nLtionel forests shoul d be en­
tire ly cl osed to commercial development . Tnoy cl a im thnt commerci nl use is 
ruining the solitudes . 

,. 
' · . .. 

VihLt is the attitude of the net~ chie f forest er in t his · respec.t? \'Obviousl y, 11 

he contE?nd.s,. , i•our· nu.tional f6rests, our timbered · !'lount p. in~, .exe E? Ssentinl · 
to a l ot of ~ses . It is my philosophy tha t all these uses ca n be enjoyed· 
on any. si zu,b~e or en at the same time , ;;urely there nr e . a;reus ~ike cwnp 
grounds o.nd roodsides whe-re neither timber cutting nor gr azing . can be ul-

.· 

-.... 
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lowed, or if it is allowed , then restricted to the off-season . 1bere are 
winter. rE,nges which must be held for. g.eme, end there C.l;'e area s where the 
system of timber cuttin~ must be vt.ried to meet public demunds . 

Cooperation Insur es .M.lJ Group~ Of : Fore?t ·Equipmen~ 

' 0 0 • 

"out, by :und l a rge·, -v;e c.e n do all of these things on t tl. s ame area if there 
. is u fine d~gree 'of cooper's.tion between the differ e nt c l asses of user s; 
if we have toletance of the· classes ~f user~; if we ti&V~ tolerpnce of the 
other fellow's views and he of ours. ProbE.bl y no si.ng'l ·e::u:se cun bc . enjoyed 
100 percent under t his multiple- use administration. But t he stockrn&n c~n 
enjoy 75 per cent of the things he wt.nts . The wildHfer cc.n , huve per-
haps 75 per cent a s much big gume L. S he would hcve with complete e limina ­
tion of livestock. 

"The recreutioni s t c~:..n get e n equal p!.:trt of the pl eesure he vn~nts from the 
hills even though some urea s look ba d i~1ediutely a fte r logging or a ba nd 
of sheep hu~ traile~ I food ~e . :trovels e nd de stroyed the wild flowers. 
Thc.t's mult~ple use • Its trl t erunce wi th the othe r man's viewpoint, so 
thE.t our ve st wilderne ss can do the most to improve our conditions ." 

This ste.toment epitomizes the kind of chief forester Lyle F . 1f!ntts , will 
probobly be . h.n e rdcnt conse rvc.tionist, he ne vertheless believe s thht the 
va st n~tionnl forests of the United States cun be a djusted to c.ll the de ­
mc.nds of L complex socie ty, in we r us we ll a s in peace . Once he told me 
th1: t on old pioneer in et:st ern Oregon se id to him, "Remember the othe r 
f e llow mny be right." And 'ilntts cOinmented, "You have to cppr m.!ch issue s 
with thE. t kind of open mind. Othe rv;i se you will be ~:: rbi trory end dogm.o.t ic 
P..nd stubborn. No one is infe llible ". 

Sef eguurding tho Hildorness is pra ctica lly a creed with t h i s slender m~n 
who has mude forestry his c~reer. Trees to him nr e no me r e inanimate 
growths. 

v:oods Hold Deep Meaning for Chi ef Fore st er 

hS Wstts s trolls through n wood in Oregon or ~ grov0 in l funt&nn , each 
sight has me illling for h im - the E~corns on tiie ground, t he sca r s on t he 
tree t r unks , the patche s of snm·l on t he dist~t hills , t he color of tha 
wuter in t he creeks, the chirping of the squirrul s, the tro cks of deer 
and elk . These things t e ll him t bout the hedth of t he wilderness, j ust 
2s veins und skin and eye s denot e to a physiciun the condition of hi s 
petient • .i-.fter a journey in et.st crn Oreson, \':£.tts obse rved to Justice 
\'Jilliarn o . Douglo.s of the Supreme Court that he ha d s een some uplLnds 
grc.zed ba r e c.nd thut grozing would have to be \'ILtche d . 

Lyle \'letts will not be t he desk-pounding, noisy type of executive . He is 
essentially quiet. dr'ound the logs of a ler.ping fire in t he woods , I h£.ve 
sesn him Sf~Y less tha n r.nyone else in tho group , although he , be st of e ll, 
was qualified to comment on the topics of conversution. nut when he did 
t c.lk , everyone listened and v1h&t he s a id ties genera lly right to t he core 
of the subject. "1-'.r . Fatts knov~s en awful lot about t he v;oods , doean't he?" 
young Jimmy Rosenman , some of Judge Samuel I. Rosenman, a sked me on a drive 
up the Hood River Vt.. lley one sunny afternoon 3 years ugo. 
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Vie.tts ' friends i.n the Pacific Hor.t.hwe'st ar.e l egion , They .include fellow 
foresters like ~k Horton, John' Kuhns, &nd irnold St anding , l~~ber in­
dust r y men like E. 'l' . Cl ark and Colonel Greel ey , "v~ ildlife Huthorities 
like ;'Jillirun L . Finley, forestry experts like Dr. Goorgo \ .. . Peavey , 
planners like Lt . Col. Roy ·Bessey. Net for ronny yea rs he s anyone from 
the far · ~est been el e va ted .to the principal forestry position in the l a nd . 
I\I&n who ·huve been a ssocic t e d with Lyle F . l.'Tatts feel c erta in he will es­
t ablish a distinguishe d precent. And they ::!lso poi nt to the odvnntage of 
huvinr, iunor i cn ' s ·forest resources supervi'sed by e. me.n thoroughl y f amiliar 
vvi th the dominant forest ·reGion of the continent, the Pncific Northwest . 
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LYU; F. WATTS, CHIEF, U. S. FOREST SERVICE 

Lyle Fo Watts, Chief of the u. s. Forest Service since January 1943, started as 
a fire guard on national forests and worked up through the ranks to become head 
Of the Federal agency he has now served for 38 years. 

-
In recognition of Mr. Watts• outstanding service, Secretary of Agriculture Charles 
F. Brannan last May presented him with a distinguished service award in a cere­
mony on the Washington Monument grounds. Secretary Brannan commended Mro Watts 
for his leadership in advancing the conservation of forest resources in the United 
States and the world. He stated that ~~. Watts has stimulated better forestry 
practices in this country, has defended public interests in the use of forest re­
sources, and has played a leading role L~ developing a world forestry organization. 

Mr. Watts has served in four of the ten national forest regions. He has been 
regional forester of two regions; he has spent several years in the research bran~, 
including four years as director of a forest experiment station; and he has the 
distinction of having organized the School of Forestry at th_e Utah State Agri­
cultural College. 

He was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890. He received the Bachelor of 
Science in Forestry degree at the Iol~ State College in 1913 and was granted the 
Master of Forestry degree at the same institution in 1928. He entered the Forest 
Se~1ice July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the Wyoming National Forest. 

Early in his career Mr. Watts began worki.11g up throug~ the ranks in national 
forest administration. He served successively as assistant supervisor of the 
Boise National Forest in Idaho, as supervisor of the Weiser National Forest an 
Idaho, as supervisor of the Idaho National Forest at McCall, and as f orest inspector 
working out of the Ogden, Utah, regional office. 

In 1928 he left the Forest Service to organize and direct the forestry school at 
Utah State Agricultural College. 

Returning to the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station at Ogden in 
1929, 1~. Watts began his work in the research branch of the Forest Service. For 
two years he was engaged in forest and watershed studies in the Utah area, before 
heading up the Northern Rocky Nountain Forest and Range Experiment Station in 
t-iissoula, Mont. There he directed all research activities of the Forest Service 
in Hontana, northern Idaho, and a section of northwestern South Dakota. 

From 1936 to 1939 Mr. Watts served as regional forester of the North Central Region 
which incl udes the national forests located in ML~esota, Iowa, Ni ssouri, vlisconsin, 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio. He t hen became regional forester of Washington 
and Oregon with headquarters at Portland. 

Because of his experience in employing, organ~z1ng , and dealing with skilled and 
unskilled workers and his wide contacts with livestock men and construction outfits, 
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lflro \llatts was called t o Washingt on in 1942 t o take charge of the farm labor activi­
ties of the Department of Agriculture . He ret urned to his work as regi onal forester 
of the Pacific Northwest for a short time before coming to his present positiono 

~~. Watts serves on t he General Administration Board of t he USDA Graduate School~ 
He is a Fellow in the Society of American Foresters. 

Iowa State College has conferred on him an honorary Doctors degree and the Alumni 
Merit Award. He was also presented the Croix du Chevalier de la Merite Agricole 
by the French government. 

Mr. Watts is chairman of the standing advisory committee on forestry of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization. Prior to t he forming of FAO he was a member of the 
technical committee on forestry for the Interim Commission on F9od and Agriculture. 
He has served as technical advisor to the Uo s. delegate to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization sessions in Washington, D. c., in 1948 and 194~, in Copenhagen in 
1946, and in Quebec in 1945 . He was also t he U. s. delegate to the Inter-P~erican 
Conference on the Conservation of Renewable Natural Resources in Denver in 1948, 
and he attended the United Nations Scientific Conference at Lake Success, N. j. 1 

in 1949o 
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Lyle Watts By TOM GILL 

'IT wa~ \Vatt s. the American. who u>ntrihtlled 1~1?sl. 
I fe brought us wha t we so grc:11ly n cderl-vJsiOn 
and r.!.!.!.£!:;!n ce :~nd i.!.l.!.£g,r i ty. \ .Ye trusted h im." 

The wn1d ~ \\T1'C ~pnken by a Europe:~n forester at the 
nd of the tofrcn s tormy da y~ when the :\lli cs were striv-
1~ 1.0 bring int ernational fores try into the Food :md 
• grindtu tc Organi;:llion o f the Un it ed ;'\lations. And 
hat had not I wen c·a,y. Prejudices. n:11 ion ;d pride. and 
1C'nH>rics of an< icn l :mt:q:~oni~ms all t ompircd In lll:tke 
grecment difficult. gut Lyle \ V:1tts carried none o f these 
) Jd \\'orld 1 r>nf lit ts ro the conference t:JI>Ic. :\II h e hac\ 
omc for '"a~ '" he l p make fores try of full er service to a 
lar-impo,-cr i,hcd ,,·nrld. There was no "quicl pro (]UO." 
o jockeying for position. no covert attempt :11 n:Hionnl 
ain . That 1\'a< wll\· 1l1 ev tni'-ICd him. 

Looking hark , n,·,,,. tl;:,"l""Ti'C'i, gone. one 'ces more 
le:~rl y hn\1' llllH h thi~ ~_0!pk. dircu it~g)· ity of his was 
•art of :1 life p:1ttcrn. fn the difficult years that he spent 
s C hief of rhe rnrc<l Sen·ire. this CJU:l!ity o f e\·oking con­
idenre m ;l\· h:l\·c scn -ed him e \T n better th:1n the hrcaclth 
,f hnck.~n,;,,HJ h e b rought to th :1t oflire. Yet, C\'en for n 
arecr fnrc., tn. that I>:J ckground was exceptional. Begin­
ling a~ a firC' guard. he had ro111e up the lo ng, ha rd way. 

All in all . he sc1 \Td in four of the ten !\'ation:1l Forest 
~eginn~. I [{; had bee n Reg-io nal Fores ter of t\\·o of them: 
or four ~car' he w;,, :111 Experim ent Stat ion Director. 
md he org:tni;cd and for :1 y<':Jr d irected a forest school. 

T hen in 19 1!1, he became C hief of the Fore~ t Sel\·icc 
11111 held t ha 1 posi 1 ion for a ]most ten rr i si~·riclclcn years. 
-l is ea rl y L'florh " ·e1-c geared strict ly to the d ema nd s of 
v:u·. The Scn·i< e. l> :~ dl y r ripplcd by the lo's of ~.noo men 
vho h:HI left to join the :1rmed force.<;. was faced with a 
1ee<l to extend it ~ efforts as never before. It was a time 
vhcn smoot h cnopcra 1 ion bet ween 1 he Sen· ice a nd a host 
>f federal agencies was imli spensablc. ll ,,·a~ a lso a t ime 
1f tension. when offici:~! tempers were short and rivalries 
tbumlant. Am\ it was precisely here that ' .Vall's inherent 
:alent for in-.piring IC:li11\\'0rk played a major part. 

E. I. Kntok. '"ho ;,en·ed wi th \Vatts both :lt h ome ancl 
tbro:l<l. ~:1id .of him. " li e worked :~nc l Ji,·ed in the best 
:raclition nf the Fore\ ! Scn·ice. No man ever sought the 
lime light lcs~. ll e u ~ed his powers as chief with firmness 
but never paraded them. :md in his " ' a shington sr.iTrcon­
ferenccs there \1':1<; :~hsolutc freedom of cxprc,sion." 

Throughout his \Vashingtnn years \Vatts ~rked tire­
lessl y J.2!_· the pa <;<;age of .f2.!.!.:i trurtive [ore.s t legis!,~uion. In 
19-J.I, the 'mtain ed ) ic lcl forest management act was 
J1:lSScd. ~~ 1 :1b l i~h ing .. £2!.ill.£.!,::'Li,·e s ta~c-private sustained 
peld un1ts. Ot her Jc:gislat iOn pronded fund s for ad­
vanci ng a nationwide forest survey and g reater nppro­
priations for cooperative ~e and r~estation programs 
with the s tat es. 
~fuch of L yle " ' att s's offic ial life was focused on an 

effort to impose good forest pr:~cticc on private timber 
lands through fcd er:d regulati o n. Yet, here too, he gave 
full scope to cooperation. hoping to invoke the regula­
tory power~ of government onl y as a lasL resort. '.Yilliam 
B. ~ley, in FORESTS AND PEOPLE, sums up 
Watts's regulatory philosophy in these words: "Lyle F. 
W atts's favorite symbol for the policy he advocated was 
the ln'JJod. One leg stood for the IJ..a.tionnl forests. He 
believed there must ben lar~er backlog of forest·s in pub­
lic ownership to stabili1e the si tuation. The second leg 
"'1~ r nr>(> r >·nf irHI l 'lw (!0\' ('!' 111 1r nt <b,.,uld hri n no ·1 hnnt :1< 

much of th e need ed betterment a~ it cou ld by coopera­
tion with the sta tes and private owners. The third leg 
was rl'gyla finll. I fe beli e,·ed the program would be in­
com p lete and inadcq11nte wi rhout federal power, as a last 
resort, to stop destructive cutting." 

ll ut regulatio n ne,·cr became law. It was one of '1\Tatts's 
few legislative efforts that fai led . 

Outstanding as were Lyle \ Vatts's contributions to 
U nit ed St:lles forc~t1·y, and deep as has been his imprint 
on domesti c fores t policies. his ro le in world forestry was 
no Je,s imprcssi ,-e. 

One of th e outcomes o f \ Vnrld War I [ h:1d bee n the 
Food and .-\~ri culture Organi1:1 t ion of the Un ited Na­
tions. fo rmed to n ·c:11 e ~omethin~ that in all h istory had 
nc ,·er ex isted- a \\'orhl organi;:llio n d ed icated to making 
food :111d shelter more abundant to mankind. As p a rt of 
this e ffort , L yle 'V:~tts represented the United States on 
a tecl mical com m it tee, whose task it was to establish a \ 
place fnr forestry ;ntd fores t products. The report of this 
commiuee h as been termed one of the world 's important 
forestry documents. It is k nown as the "Third Report to 
the C.m·ernmcn ts of the U n ited Natio ns," :111<1 represents 
the first integrated effort h y the foresters o f many lands 
to d e fine the place of forestry in th e world's econom y. 
Later. ' .Yatts was o ne o f the forestry l ead er~ at a confer­
ence in Quebec which formed the permnnent FAO. He 

1 chaired its Standing Adviso ry Committee for Forestry 
a nd still later went to O slo and Gene,·a to help draw up 
the cssent i:1l blueprint s for the organization of forestry 
in the U nit ed Nations. The structure of world forestry 
tocb y owes no small debt to his admin istrat ive wisdom 
and foresight. 

~feanwhile. honors came LO h im . His a lma mater, 
~ St:1te College, conferred an honornry Doctor's de­
gree and the Alumni l\ferit Award. From the Govern­
ment of France came the Croix du Chr1 •nlir. r de fa Merife 
Agricolc. In 'an impressive ceremon y at '.Yash ington in 
1950. he received a Distinguished Service Award for 
"leadership in advancmg the conserntion of U. S. and 
world forest resources." 

He h:~d been a career fo rester now for a lmost 40 years, 
serving under two Presiden ts and three Secretaries o f 
Agriculture. His h ea lth was [ailing and. in 1952, he 
retired. Letters and telegrams deluged him. 

'Vall s never h e ld office in the Society of American For­
esters. ye t h e always urged the society to take a strong 
stand on forestry affairs, whether the s tnnd was for or 
again st any of his own particular goals. He rarely missed 
a section meeting of the society, nnd Henry Clepper, its 
Executive Director, recalls how on one occ:~s ion he told 
' 'Vall s that his loyal attendance was nn inspiration to the 
younger m e n . "That's good," vVatts answered, "but don't 
put m e at the head of the table a ll the time. I want to 
be with the boys." 

From someone else, it could have been a pose. With 
'.Yatts, it was part of a life pattern-a quality as natural 
to him as breathing. That may haYe been part of the 
secret o f his fri ctionless teamwork with so many diverse 
groups. Certainly it was the q u a lity that helped, in g1·eat 
part, to evoke the warmth of affect ion from those who 
had worked with him out on the western trails and in 
·washington and around the conference tables of the 
Old World. 

>\ l<':lrl"t· whn n,..,.,..r rr;>~rrl "hrin" " ·ith thr- hnv< " 
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Lyle Watts By TOM GILL 

'IT wa~ \\'au ~. 1he .\ mcric;tll, who courrihur ed mosl. 
H e brought us wh;tt we ~o grcar ly nedcd-vision 
aud ro le ran rc and inr cgriry. Vve 1rus1ed h im." 

T he word~ were ~pokcn by a European forester at the 
nd of 1hc of1cn sronn y day~ whrn the A ll ies were striv­
ng to b ring inrcmarional forcs1ry inro 1he Food a nd 
<grin tl t tiiT Organitalion of rite l Jnilcd 7'\aliom. And 
h:1t had nor b een cao.,y. P rejudices. narion a l pride. and 
ncmorics of atH icnl ; t nl; tgnni~tns :1ll rompired 10 m ake 
grcemcnt tli ll"intl1. Hut Lyle \ Vat Is< :ltTied nouc o f these 
>Id \ Vorld <on IIi< I~ to the cnnfl'renr c 1ahiC' . . '\II h e had 
ome fo r \l';t~ ro help ma ke forl'~ lry of fulle r service to a 
.·ar-im pn1 <·ri~hcd world. T here was no "<IU id pro CJII O," 

10 jockeying for position. no rm·crt a11emp1 ;1t nation:1l 
a in . T h;ll wa~ whv rh c1· tr tt\lcd him. 

Look ing h;1ck. uc'n,· 1I;at he i, gone. one ~ecs more 
learly ltcl\1' tllll< h t h i~ simple. d ire< 1 i nlq~r it y o f h i~ wa s 
•art o f a life pa11ern . Tn the cli lftcult years that he spen t 
s Ch ie f of rite Fmco.,t Sen·icc. this quality o f evoking ron ­
ldence 111 ;11· lnYC ~ctTt'd him ei'Cll heller th;tn I h e breadth 
,f backg roiuHI h e b rought In 1ha1 olftcc. Yet , c1·en for a 
arecr forc~ t e r. that ba ckg ro und w;1~ except ion a!. B cgin ­
ting a~ a ft rc guard . he had rome up the long. hard way. 

All iu al l. he sc1 ved in four o f I he len :'\ar iona l Fore~t 
tcgiom. li e had been R egion al fnrcs1cr of 1\\'0 n f 1hem: 
or fo11r 1c;11, he " ·a-. an Exper imen t St;t tinn Dir('clor. 
.nd he org;tn i ted and for a year d i reel cd a forest schoo l. 

T he n in 101 ~l . he bcc1me C hief nf the Forr~t Scn·icc 
.nd h eld tha t posi 1 inn fnr a lmo~l 1 en crisis- ridde n years. 
-Ji~ carl \' clfo rh wet e geared ~~ rirt lv tn the <lcmands o f 
,·ar. The Scr ,·i< c. h ad I)• cripplccl by ·the Io-.s of ~ .000 m en 
1'110 h:tcl Icfr to jo in the armed forces. was fared wi1h a 
1ced to cx rcnd i1 ~ efforts as n c1·er before. It was a rime 
vhe n sm ooth cnopera l ion bet ween 1 he Sen· ire ami a h ost 
1f fed era l a,genr ie~ was iml ispcnsabl c. I t was a lso a t ime 
1f tcmion . \dt t·n officia l tempers were sh o rt ancl ri val r ies 
1bundant. .'\ml it wa~ precisely here that \Vatt 's inheren t 
a len t. for ithpiring- 1camwork p layetl a major part. 

E. T. Knrok. "·hn ~en·ccl wit h \Vall s both at h ome a rHI 
tbro:1 d . -.a icl.of him. "I Ie worked and li1·ed in the best 
ra<litinn nf the For C\t Scn ·ice. No m an C\'Cr sought th e 
imc light Jc,s. I Jc uo.,cd his powers ;ts chief with firmness 
>ut never paraded th em . and in his \ Vashing tnn staff con­
'ercnrcs rherc '"a~ ah\olu tc freedom of exprcs~ i nn. " 

T hroughout hi ' \Vashing1o 11 yea rs \Vat ts worked tirc­
ess ly for rhc pa-.qgc o f roll struni,·e forest legislation. In 
9 1·1. the \ U ~ I aincd Yield forest ma n agemen t art was 
>assed. c~rabli\h ing c'ooperati,·c slate-private su sta ined 
tiel <I unit~. Or her leg is Ia t io n pro\' id ccl funds for ad­
lancing a nati onwide fo res t ~urvcy and greater appro­
>riatiom fnr coopcrali1·c fire and refores ta tion programs 
.vith the sta l e~. 

l\fuch o f Lyle \Va111-'s o ffic ial life w:~s focused on an 
!!Tort to impose good forest practice o n p rivate timbe r 
Ia nds tlu ou~h fcder;d regu la 1 ion. Y ct. h ere too, h e gaye 
full scope to coopera tion. hoping to in voke 1he regula­
tory power~ o f govcmmcnt only as a las t resort. \ 1\f illiam 
It GreeleY, in FORESTS AND PEOPLE. sums ur> 
Watts's rcg trlatory philo~ophy in t h ese words: "L yle F . 
Watts's f<n·oritc symbol for the policy h e ach·orated was 
the triJwrl . One leg ~tood for the na tio n a l forests. He 
believed there mu ·t be a la rger backlog of foresls in pub­
lic ownership to stahili 'lc the situation . The second leg 
''':1< r n fl (,rrn lin ll "J'lw (T" ' ·rnlllll' llt <hf'lnfd hrin<T :'h"nt :l ~ 

much of the 11ccdcu l>ellcrmen t a · i l could by coopera­
tion "·ith rhe states and private owners. The third leg 
was n ·gula1in11 . I lc bel ieYcd rhe program wo uld be in­
complete and in:tdcq uate withou t fed era l power, as a last 
resort. to stop dest runi ve culling." 

Bu t re~ul:ttion n ever bec<~me law. It was one o f vVatts's 
few kgi~lari,·c effo rts rhat failed. 

Ou1st<1 nding as were Lyle \Valls's contribution s to 
Un ir ccl States forc~rry. and deep as has been his imp rint 
o n domesti c fo rest pol icies. his ro le in world forestry was 
n o le~s impressive . 

One of the o ul mrnes of \ Vorld War I I had l>een the 
F ood ami .\ gri r uhure Organintion of the Un ited Na­
rio ns. formed In rrca rc somcrhi ng that in all history hac! 
n c1·cr cx isred - a \mrld org-anitalion d ed icated tn m aking 
food and shel ler more abu ndant 10 mankind. As part o f 
this e ffort, Lyle Watt~ rcprcse n tcll the U n ir ccl States on 
a technical romm itlcc . who~c task it was to establish a 
place for forestry and forest p roducrs. The report of this 
rommiltee h as been termed one of the world 's important 
fn rc~t ry d ocuments. I t is k nown as the "Third Report to 
the C.m·e rnmcn rs of th e United N<~ tions." and represents 
1hc first i11 1cgra1ed effort h y the foresters of many lands 
lo d efine the pi;Kc of forestry in the world's economy. 
Larer, \Valls was o n e of the forestry leaders at a confer­
e nce in Quebec which formed the pcrm01nent FAO. He 
cl t01ircd its Stand i11 g Advisory Com mittee for Forestry 
and s till la te r went to Oslo and Geneva to help d ra w up 
th e c~sent i01 l bl ueprints for the organization of forest ry 
in the li11itcd Na rions. The structure of world forestry 
to<b y owes no ~mall debt to his adm inistrative wisdom 
and forcsigh1. 

l\ feanwh ilc, honors ca me 10 hi m. H is a lm 01 m ater, 
Iowa State College, conferred an honorary Doctor's de­
g ree and the Alumn i l\fer it Award. From the Govern­
ment of F rance came the Croix drt Chrr<alirr de Ia Jl.ferite 
Agricolc. ln an impressive ceremony at ·washingto n in 
1950. he received a Distingu ished Service Award for 
"leadersh ip in advan cing the conservation of U. S. and 
world fores t r esources." 

H e had been a career forester n ow for almost 40 years. 
erving unrler two Presidents and three Secretaries of 

Agricu lture. Jlis he01lth was failing and, in 1952, he 
retired . Letters and telegrams deluged him. 

\ Vi!tts neYcr h eld o ffice in the Society of Ame rican For­
es t er~. yet he ah,·ays urged the society to take a strong 
s tan d o n forc~try affairs, wh e ther the s tand was for or 
aga inst any o f his own particular goals. He rarely missed 
a sectio n mee ting of the society, and Henry Clepper, its 
Executive Direnor, recall s how o n one occasion he told 
Vlatts that. his loyal attendance was an inspira tion to the 
yo unger men. "That's good," 'vVatts an swered, "but don't 
put m e at th e head of the table all the time. I want to 
be with the boys." 

From someone else, it could have been a pose. With 
\ •Valls, it was part of a life pattern-a quality as n atural 
to h im as breathing. Th01t may h aYe been part o f the 
secret o f his fr ic tion less teamwork wit h so man y diverse 
groups. Certainly it was 1hc quality that helped, in great 
part. to eYoke the warmth o f affect io n from those who 
had worked w ith him o ut on the western tra ils and in 
\ Vashing ton and around the conference tables of the 
O ld Vlorld . 

A, lr-.drt· ,,.h" 111'\'rr rr:~<rrl "hcin<T wi rh rhr hf'ln ." 
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Forestry News 

R. E. McArdle Succeeds Lyle F. \Vatts, 
Chief, U. S. Forest Service 

Appointnwnt of Hil'h:ll'll E. ~re"\nlle 
ns ehil'f o£ the F orest ~t·n· it·c, U . S. 
Dl'JHlr~lltf•ut uf Ag r it·ullttn•, h:t !'> bt'f'll 
anttount·t•d In· St•r rt•tan· Brannan. 1 lt• 

s ueel't'ds L~·J~ F. 'Yatt~~, t·hiPf f tll' tht·
4 

past u ine ~·t•ars, who rl'lin·d f rom Ht·­
ti n• duty J nnc 30. 

Paying- t r ibute to ~~ r. " ' att s , St•t·t't '­
tar.v I3ntnnan said : '·] fp has lll'en one 
of the mos t l'lh•t·til'l' and t·nttt·agNJus 
leaclers of the }'ot'Pst S<' t'l'i t·t• in tht• 
great tradition or it!'; st·n·il't' to the 
American proplt•. Utule r his g-uid:mn•, 
forl':'<!ry has takt•n n 11111l'lt grPatc r par r 
in the ng-ril'nltural n·sottn·t•s eon;;en ·a ­
tion prog ntllt nntl lw s ht•t·Oilil' an e~:>Pil ­

tinl part ol' Anll'ri cau :t ~ril'nlt un•." 

In n·t·ognitinn of his oubt:mding­
public Sf'l'l'it·t•, ~lr. \\' ntts, ill 1H:l0, n·­
cein•d the Department of Ag-t·i t nlture's 
di :<tingui~hed sen·i•·t• award "for d is­
tinguislwd :11ul eiit·t.:li\'c leadership in 
nd\'au t·illg- tlu• conse r\'alion of fo rr st 
n•sout·ccs iu the Unitetl States :wtl in­
tel'llatiouall,L." 

~ft·. ~feArd lc hus hN•II a uu•lltht•r of 
the }'on·st St•t'l'it·e fo r tll tll'c tit an :!.i 
year:;. Si tH't' 1 !J.!-1. he has ,;t·n ·cd as :t s­
s istnllt <·hil'l' in t·hnrg't' of t·oop<·t·ll ti n· 
forP:;tt·y p rog-nu n,;. I ' ndt•r hi:; lt·aclt·r­
ship the fed t•ral prog- ra ttts t·a JTic•d o11 
in eooperntiu11 with tltt• , tatc•s to t'll ­
eourage llllll fa~i litnte tlt c pru!t•c·tiot t 
all() suund manag-t' lltt' ttt ot: tlt~• t·o ull­
trv's forhts lta\·c hc ·c• n «rc•a th · ac·c·t•lt·r-
a t.l'cl. .~ · 

A nat i·:c o l' Lex i11g-ton , K.Y., ~lc·,\rcllc· 

is a g-r:tdua!t• o l' t lH' l ' lli n•rsil \' ol' 
~'fit·higan , wlt('t·e ltl' n·cl'i l' t'cl tltt· . B.!-'. 
d<•g- n·t• ill l'on•:<try in ]!1:!:1 and :'11.~. 
in J9:!-!, 1t11cl a l'h.D. ch•g rre in 1HJII . 
Jle Sl'l'\'t'd :ts pa rt-ti llll' iustntdor itt 
l'orl'~l r~· Ill tltl' l ' llin· t ·~ i t .'· or )lit·ltig;tt l 
l'rnnt ] !J:!I to ] 9:30. 

~lt·Arc ll t' l'llil'n'd tht• l<' on•:<t !-'l'n·ic·e• 
as a j unior f orestt•r in l !l:!-1· and \\'as 
ns,;igm·d t11 the l'at·ifit· :\t~rtltwt•st Fur­
l'st and Hang-ro Exproritnt•ut St;~tiou. 

Folluwi11g 11 tln·c•t·-.'·c•;lr lt•a\' t' ol' ah­
>WtH·I' l'or g- radunlc· ~tud~· Itt• r••t uruc·d 
to tltt' Jo'Prl'st SPr\' it t' to t·cll tt ittuc· !tis 
rc•:;t•n n ·h m ll'k in ] 9:10. l u l !1:!-l Itt• 
Ht·C·!•ptt•d a p poiulttH'Il l by tltt· l ' 11 i \'C' r­
;; it~· ul' ldaho to lt~ •ad it:- srhnol o l' for­
estry. li e rt' tlll'llt'd to th<· Jo'on·~ t !-'c•t'\'-

it·L' in 1 !);!;i to ht•t·o tuP din·..t m· o l' tlt•· 
flut·k~· .\lcnllltain F nrt':<t :t lld Han~t· t·:x ­
JH'I' itllc'nl !-'tntio11 nt }'ort C'ullin,_,' t 'olu .. 
:tllcl tIt l'l' l ' yc•;t rs l:tl!•t· Itt• ht't·:t till' di rt·c·­
tor o l' t lu· .\ p prtlat·hiatt Furl':;t E xtw ri­
l•tt •ut ~ l: 1 t in ll , _\ .·dtc\·i!lt·, :\. (' . J n 1!1-1-l 
Itt· w:t,.; hroug-ltt to \\'asltiug tnn , lJ. {'. 
:I S a!-<s istant <·hi l' t o r tltr Fort',( St•t'\'­
it·t•, in t·l l:tr)!l' of s tat£' a111l pri,·atc for­
c•:<try t·oopt ·rat ion , tltP po:-; itintt lt c Ita~ 

hl' lcl to ,]a tt•. 
~[t·:\rdlo• i:< a tn<•tnhc•t· nl' S igllta Xi, 

:-:;t·i t•llt ilit· l l'uiiOl' ~nl'il'ty, and lt :ts ht•t•tt 
a lllt'lttlH'r ul' 1111' ('ottut·i l nl' t Itt• ~.u·it"t ,\' 

of A tlll'rio·:tll F nn•stc•rs sine·<• 1 !1-1:-l. 

~Jr. \\•11lts i,; ~il'l ll lll~ f tJ;-:<t:tt ttl· 
ing A<hi:<ot·y Cnt ttnt it lt•c• 0 11 1-'ton•st r.v 
of tht• 1 nitt•tl )/n tiott s F ond awl ,\ ;::: r i­
e·nl tu ral Organization. li e tuok an a :-­
t in· part iu tl11 • urg-aniz:t lioll :1111! cl t•­
n·lnptllt'llt of' tltl' ron·--t r.' · hrandt or 
PAO. 

loll'n ~ t at< · Culll'g'C It a~ t·nnrt•t'l't'd on 
:'tl'r. \\' att ~ :111 hot torar~· dul'lur's dt')!l't't' 
and i t~ ahuHHi lllt'r it a\\'a rd . li t• wa,.; 
:tlso p t·t'st•ttlt·d tltt· ( 'n1 ix clu (' ltp, ·:tlit•r 
dt• l:t :'tl t·rill' ,\ g-ri c·nl t• h.'· t he• F rc·tt•·lt 
(;O\' t'l'lllllt'llt. 

!It· i . .; :1 Ft•llnl\· or tltt· :o'•wit·t .'· o l' 
An~t ·ri t·:tll l•'un•stt•r,.;. 

)[ t·. \\' :ttl ,; 1\':ls hnnt i 11 Ct•tTO ( : eordo 

I. YJ. E F . \\' \TTS 
,., lil'ill !f o l l t,. It! !I t et rs. 
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Htl'l t.\ 1<1> 1·: . .\11'.\tctH.f: 
n ,•w rlt ,, /. 

( 'ou11t .'·· I oil' a i11 J.o.;!IO. lit· l't•ceivt~d a 
H.~. dt·g-n·t· i11 ron ·-try a I I u\\'U Stnte 
l 'ollt•g-t· i11 -1!11:! a 1tcl P:t rtu·d the M.S. 
dt •g-n•e• :ol tlu· ~:IIIII ' itt :<t itutiOil in m. 
lit· t'ltlt·rl'd llt<· Fmc·st ~c'r \' it·e ,July I, 
I !l t:!, :t ~ a lc •e·hni t·a l as,; istanL in th~ 

\\'.''""'ing- \atioual Fon•,.; t. He acl­
, .,llll'c'cl r; tl' iclly in na t iullal rorc·~t ud · 
Jll iui:--t l'ol li t lll. :--t•r\ill.!.!' :-- U I ' t ' t':-.;~~ly as 

a~,i, t :on t ' "1"'1'\ i, "r o r I Itt• Boise Xa-
1 ie~u:tl l·' t~n·st in l cl :tiH•, as supervi~or 

"I' t ill' \\',•ist· r and t it,• ld al111 ll:tliouul 
l'un•:-.1;-o; , :tll d it :""~ ru n •"'( i ll :""~ J it't'lur \\'HI'k· 

inc:· ""' "r t l ... t l;.: d< ·ll. l ' tal• rc·g'iouul 

/5 
I In r i to e:" a le•a\ ,. "' a '""'1 11'1' l'rot11 tlte 

l'c·d•·r:tl ~ c ·n· it · •· in l!l:.!S a11cl 1!1:.!!1, ~lr. 
\\'ail s or;.:-aui zt·d l ite· l't~n·~tr.\' ,.;..lttJOlllt 
l ' t :tlt ~I a lt• .\ ;.:-ri•·ttlt 11 r: tl t ·,.Jlq,:t•. lie 
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Chief Forester 'I,ells ·Need 
For New National Policy 

OGDEN-Lyle F. Watts, chier .--------------r .I'ubli.£ o~~rship ot lands w&.; 
forester of the u. s. forest service, advised in cases where produc-
'arrived in Ogden Tuesday from tivity is so low that these landa 

cannot stay In private hands with 
Washington, D. C., for an exten· · profit, or where watershed bal· .: 
sive visit in r egion four, both ance is so acute that special u- 1 

in Utah and Idaho. Afterward aistance is required. 
he will go t o region five, with .Public_£Q_ntrol of cutting prac- \ 
headquarters in San Francisco. ..Y~<es on_·priV$-teU' owned JaD4 

The chief forester, who was WM also named as a thing to be 
connected with t he intermountain done, and third measure recom· : 
region from 1913 to 1931, except mended in order to conserve the ' 
for a period in 1928 and 1929 forests. What is needed, Mr. Watt.s • 
:spent in aiding the establishment said, is legal authority to eatab· 
of the school of forestry . at the llsh the minimum practices which 
Utah State Agricultural college, will conserve the timber resources 
s tressed the needs basic to a forest ot the United~ States. He said 
policy for the United States. that he was, .ln genera1, optimistic 

Speaking before all members about the tuture ot forestry, but 
of the regional office, many of was pessimistic about "a great 
tl1em old ·friends, Mr. Watts de- nation that cuts its saw timber 
clared: "It takes a lifetime to twice M fast M it grows it." 
grow a tree," and pointed to the In this connection, the speaker 
conservation of the forests as branded M license the Msumptlon 
vital to the survival of this coun- that owne!-sbip entitles a person 
try. to do as he wishes in his pursuit 

Stresses Attitude of free enterprise. "It Is not my 
notion of such enterprise that it 

"Don' t think of your work with entities on to do what will injure 
grass, watershed, recreation and his neighbor, "himself or the &'OV• 
timber as work with things," he ernment.," he said. 
told the assembled forest workers. Lyle F. Watts •.. Calls for Indicating that 75% of private 
"Think of these as the only way strong national forest policy. timber lands are poorly managed, 
in which the world can get a he ·pointed out that when it takea 
better standard of living. That search as an example of,..the need- 75 years to grow a stand ot tim· 
is the basis of all philosophy back ed assistance, he indicated that in ber, the public has the right to aay 
of our work." its Utah and southern Idaho that minimum .standards shall be 

_ A national forest policy, he phases research has done work observed on privately owned acre­
declared, should include three ele- in range reseeding infinitely of age. Twenty-five per cent of prt­
ments. The Q!:§_t of these he named more profit to the private owner vate timber lands are being oper­
as aids to private timber industry of land and cattle than it is to ated profitably and according to 
so that Siich interests car orac- the forest service. Control of in- good conservation practices, thus 
tice proper forestry on private sect pests, he mentioned as one proving that the otller three· 
lands at a profit. ~ . specific aid td private timber fourths can be managed similarly, 

PointhJr to the benefils of re- owners. it was indicated. \ 
.,_;;:;;,;;;;,.;:___...,..,.,:::::;;;· .;;:;;;.;,,;;_ .; .... ;_r;~:;,.,..,.;: __ ::;;::,::::::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;::;;;:-1 Turning to the· favorable aide 

ot the picture, Mr. Watts reported 
that the U. S. forest service has 
done special work during the war 
in many project.s, often unaccus-. 
tomed ones. Named were extensive 

1 work with r u b b e r producing 
plants, operating of saw pulp and 
timber mills for the government, 
aiding small saw mills in the south 
unable themselves to cope with 
the complexities forced upon them 
by the war. 

1 

In Paris, the forest .service .1.1 
also conducting a school tor train­
ing In repacking goods to be 
shipped to the Pacific theater, and 
also a program has been worked 
out for the treatment and preser· 
vation of European forests. One 
gigantic program in th: war 1 
emerg-ency involved salvaging & 
great stat.J. Qf southern timber 
ot about 2,000,000 acres ·gravely 
damaged by wind. 

During the remainder of the 
week, the visitor !!xpects to tour 
the Davis county watershed con­
servation project and afterward 
certain reseeding projects in the 
Richfield area. • 

Formerly supervisor of the 
Weiser national forest in Idaho, 
in 1919 and 1920, and ot the Bol!le 
national foreat from 1921 to 1926, 
he spend 10 in thole 

.: 
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1' . • ,,, .. 
' Lyle F~ Watts Named- ··-

. . . ·,_ Fores·t Service Chief 

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard today announced the appointment of 

Lyle F.: Watt~, fo~er Regi onal Foresta~ ~ro~ Portland, Oregon, and in recent .. 
months an ass:istant .to tl~e S_ecret~ry , as Cl~i ef of the Forest Service. 

., 
His appointment fill s t he vacancy caused by "the death of F. A. Silc.ox, 

who · was Chief of t he For est Servtce from 1933 to 1939. Ea r l e H. Cl app has .. '"; . ~ -. . . . . 

peen in .char g_e as ,A.ctiM Chie~. 

_ ~·: Wa~_ ts ~a.s .be_~ in C~rro Gordo Co~ty, IotV"a, in 1890, He r eceived 
•! ... . :.J . . .. 

the :Bachelor. of Sc,ienc.e. ~n Forest~;y de~ree at the Iowa Stat e College in 1913; 
0 .,., 

was granted the professional degree of ~·taster of For estry in 1928 . He 
' • • '( -~ I" 

e~tered . th.e Fores t .Service Jul y 1., 1Sl 3 , as t echnical assistant on t he . , . . . . . ~ . . . ' 

Wyomi.ng. National f or est. 
' ..... 

Mr. Wat~s hns had broad training for t he as s i gnment as Ohie.f of the 
. . . ~ 

Fo.res~. Servic.e. .I:Us experi.enc e includes sorvic c in all phas os of t he 
.. 

administrative branch of t he Fores t Service , from t hat of fi r e guard t o . ... . :_ .. . .. . . . . . . ... . 
Regional Fore s t e r in tloll:> R0 gions; sever a l yonrs i n t he research branch, in-

eluding four years as Director of the Northern Rocky Mount a i n Forest and 
t5M~i. - -· -

Range Experiment Station; and two year s in tho f1old of fo~ostr,r cdueation 

during which time ho organized tho School of Forestry a t tho Utah Agri-

eultural Colleg e. Mr. Watts' 111ork i n the Forest Se rvice ha.s been in four of 

th.c nino National Fbrost r egions. His e a rly work was in the Intermountain 

Region, with headquarters a t 05don , Utoh. His r esearch eX±>cr ieuc e wo.s in 

. 6o52 



the No rt:1crn Rocky lvioun tain region with headquarters a. t Mi s st~u.l,a 1 Mon. tan~ A. In 

· 1936· ho ~rd.s' appoi'ntod R0gi~nal Forester for the North Central R0 gion, wMeh . :,. 
' .. .. 

includes the Na tional Forc . .sts ·.of. Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, ~1ic..lrl.gan, Minnesot!-\, 

l~issouri, Ohio, and \~isconsin . In ~~39. he '\"ra.s transferred to the post of 

Rcgi~mal Forester in the No.rth.ern Pacifip .R<::gio.n, "'i th. lJ?a.dq~t_e:r~ £~t 

~ort.land, . Oregon~ . r 

~or the ·r>P:St t\-ro years }{r. t'l'atts .:r.i).s ;bc<;:.n ... Ch~~r:nan of t~c Dcpr.:.rt:ncnt 

of Agricul turc .coll}.mi ttee dco.ling with _post-~n,r plar~_ng for t;.1c Pacific 

Northwest •. 

Because of his \'lido experience in employing ,. or~~~.z~ng , ~d dealing 

'"i th skilled and unskilled .~rorkcrs ,. anq. his \'ride contacts ¥.i th. _livestock men, .... , .. 

construction outfits .. and the public, )1c \·ras brought _to .\iasl')..i.ngt~:m _last fo.ll · 

to c:'.ssist t~1c Secreta ry in the act.ivitie.s of the Dcp::..rtmcnt r el a ted to . farm . . ..... ... 

l abor. 
t• "" :' 

• - I ' .,. 

Secretc.ry i'lickard said, "Mr. \'lo.tts t broad experi ence n..'ld U.'ldcrstond,ing 
.! . . •. 

of the country.tl:? need for p.rotectin5 o.nd mn,intainJt..g tlw p .roq.';.lcUvi ty. of 

our forest land wi.ll oc .o~. particulnr "~;U.l~e .in. wart~c. He has a sou,nd g:r,nsp 

of n. p r.og rn.111 designed. to meet . the requirpmcnts :o·f t h is_ ell}..crgc1:cy, .as well as . . . '· . . . . . . . . 

t}_lc -l~ng range ne.cds of the na'!;ion ~.n .. _c~~scz:ying ~d ~ove~o~ing its. forc_st 

lands. • 

.. ,., 

\ 

. . · .-- -.. p .:- ~ 

• . . • t .. 

: n 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEJITT OF AGRICULTURE 

Office of the Secretary 

Washinrton, June 5, 1952 

Lyle F . Watts to Retire; Richard E. McArdle Named U. s. Chief Forester: 

Secretary of Ar-riculture Charles F. Brannan announced today the appointment of 

Richard E. McArdle as chief of the Forest Service, U. s. Department of Agriculture . 

He will succeed Lyle F. Watts, chief forester for the past nine years, who has 

announced his decision to retire from active duty June 30. 

Paying tribute to Mr. '\<le tts, Secretary Brannan said: "He has been one of the 

most effective and couraceoua leaders of the Forest Service in the great tradition 

of its service to the American people. Under his £Uidance, fores t ry has taken a 

much ereater part in the agricultural resotlrces conservation program and has become 

an essential part of Amer1.can agriculture. His other associates and I will miss 

Lyle \olatts very much, but we are pleased at the prospects of having his advice and 

counsel readily available during his well-earned retirement." 

Mr. Watts' retirement from active duty as chief of the Forest Service will 

~~rk the completion ~f a public career service of nearly 40 years. He has headed 

the Federal forestry agency since 1943. 

Startine as a fire euard in a western national forest, he worked up through 

the ranks to the Nation's top forestry position. In recognition of his outstanding 

public service, Mr . W-· tts in 1950 received the Department of Agriculture 1 s distin-

ruished servic:e nward "for distin£,"uished and effective leadership in advancing the 

conservation of forest resources in the United States and internationally." He 

was commended for his work in stimulatin~ improved forestry practices in this country, 

for his stalwart defense of publi(· interests in the use of forest resources, and 

for his important role in the development of a world forestry organization. 

A career government forester, ¥rr. McArdle has been a member of the Forest 

Service for more than 25 years. Since 1944 he has served as assistant chief in 

charge of cooperative forestry programs. Under his leadership, the Federal ~rograms 

(over) USDA 1212- 52 
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carried on in cooperation with the States to encourage and facilitate the protection 

and sound management of the country's forests have been greatly accelerated . 

In the Federal-State cooperative fire control program, the area of State and 

private forest land under organized protection from fire now totals more than 

360 million acres, and since 1944, the area that still lacks such protection has 

been reduced by some 60 million a cres. 

Cooperative production and distribution of trees for woodland and shelterbelt 

planting, which dropped to a low rate during World War II, last year passed all 

previous records . The Federal-State program to provide on-the-ground technical 

advice and assistance to woodland owners was developed largely during the past 

eight years. 

~~ . McArdle's earlier governmental forestry service included the directorship 

of two regional forest experiment stations, where he conducted important research 

work on fire control and on timber growth and yield. During a year's absence from 

the Forest Service in 1934-35 he served as dean of the School of Forestry, Univer­

sity of Idaho. He served overseas with the U, S . Army during World War I. 

A native of Lexington, Ky., Mr. McArdle was broueht up in Norfolk, Va. He is 

a graduate of the University of Michigan, where he received t he Bachelor of Science 

desree in forestry in 1923, an M. S , in 1924, and a Ph.D. degree in 1930. He 

served as part-time instructor in forestry at the University of Michigan from 1927 

to 1930. 

Mr. McArdle entered the Forest Service as a Junior Forester in 1924, and was 

assigned to the Pacific Northvrest Forest and Range Experiment Station. One of his 

early research projects was a study of forest fires, and his research on the 

subject was interrupted several times by calls to help fight fires as a crew leader 

during emergency periods in the national forests. Following a three-year leave 

of absence for graduate study, he returned to the Service to continue his re~earch 

work in 1930. In 1934 he accepted a~pointment by the University of Idaho to head 

USDA 1212-52-2 
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its School of Forestry. He re turned to the Forest Service in 1935 to become director 

of the Rocky Mountain Forest and R~n~e Experiment Station at Fort Collins, Col o. 

Three years later he moved east to assume the director ship of the Appalachian Forest 

Experiment Station, with headquarters at Asheville, P. C. In 1944 he was brought 

to H~ shington, D. C. as ass i stant chief of the Forest Service, in charge of State 

and private forestry cooperation, the position he has held to date. 

Mr . McArdle is a member of Sigma Xi, sci entific honor society, and a member 

of the council of the Society of American Foresters . 

Prior to his appointment as chief forester, Mr. 1·!atts' forestry career included 

service in four of t he ten nat ional forest regions, t1vo of which he headed as 

U. S . regional forester. He also spent several years in research Hork, including 

five years as director of a forest ex~eriment station. He was the organizer and 

first head of the School of Forestry at Utah State Agricul tural Coll ege. 

Mr . Watts is chair~an of the standin~ advisory committee on forestry of the 

United Nations Food and Ae:ricultural Organization. He took an active part in the 

organization and development of the forest~y branch of FAO, and was technical ad ­

visor to the U. S . d.elee:-ate to eeneral sessions of FAO in Quebec in 1945, Copen ­

haGen in 1946, in Hashin[:ton, D. c. in 1948 and 1949, and in Rome in 1951. He 

was a lso a U. s . dele8ate to the Inter-American Conference on the Conservation of 

Renewable Natural Resources in Denver in 1948, and attended t he United Nations 

Scientific Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of Resources at Lake 

Sucr ess in 1949. 

Iowa State College has conferred on Mr . Hatts an honorar y Doctor' s degree 

and its Alumni Merit Award . He also was presented the Croix du Chevalier de la 

Merite Agricola by the French Government. He has served on the general administra­

tion board of the De-partment of Ac.riculture Gradua te School. He is a fellmv of 

the Society of American Foresters . 

(over) USDA 1212-52-3 
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Mr. H'atts '"a s born in Cerro Gord.o County, Im-Ta, in 1890. He received a 

Bachelor of Sc-ience in Forestry degree at Imm State Coller e in 1913, and earned 

the Master of Forestry degree at the snme institution in 1928 . Follmving short ­

term employment as a student assistant on timber sm~vey work, he entered the Forest 

ServL.::e July 1, 1913 , as a technical assistant in the 11yoming National Forest . He 

served successively as assistant supervisor of the Boise National Forest in Idaho, 

a s supervisor of the Weiser and the Idaho National Forests, and as forest inspector 

working out of the Ogden, Utah, reg ional office. 

It w~: s durine: a leave of absenc·e from the Federal service in 1928 and 1929 

that Mr. Watts organized the forestry school at Utah Sta te Agricultural College. 

He returned to the Forest Service to engage in research work at the Intermountain 

Forest and RE>nre E}:periment Station in Ogden. In 1931 he was named director of 

the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station at Missoula, Mont. 

From 1936 to 1939, he served as regional forester of the !'Torth Cent:··a1 Region. He 

then became ree iona l f orester of the Pecific North"'·est Region. 

In 19+2 Mr. 1..Je tts m:~.s called to 1.\I P. shincton, D. C. to take charge of the ,.,artime 

farm labor activities of the Department of Agriculture. 

( EDITORS : Photographs of both VJ.T , McArdle and Mr . \..Jatts are available for publi­

cation purposes from the Press Service, U. S, Department of Agriculture, 

\{eshington 25, D. c .) 
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From~ FOR Ji'e b ruar:r 19. 1945 

Chief Forester 
LYLE F. WATTS became Chief Forester 
in January 1943. He took on what the 
late Teddy Roosevelt had called a job of 
"sacred trust." His preparation for that 
trust was 30 years of wide and varied 
forest experience. As a field assistant 
and forest examiner in Wyoming and 
Idaho, he had cleared trails, saddled 
h~rses, surveyed timber, planted trees, 
: :aled logs for timber sales. He had 
u rved as deputy supervisor and super­
visor on three national forests in Idaho, 
and as assistant chief of forest manage­
ment at the Intermountain regional 
office. · 

Watts started his fores try work at the 
bottom-in the Missouri River bottoms, 
to be exact. As a student assistant back 
in the summer of 1912 he estimated cot­
tonwood timber along the east bank of 
the Missouri. He also did fire patrol in 

. t f ' 1 - -- Minnesota and timber reconnaissance in 
S"""'"" · 1--- -~ the Rockies before he graduated from 

c. v .,. #¥'> e.,. 111 
Iowa State College and en.tered the For-

o/ est Service. 
Born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, 

C) 1 he moved to Bellingham, Wash., with 
a his parents as a youngster, and was 

brought up in the big timber country of 
the Northwest. He returned to his 
native State to enter forestry school and 
received his B. S. in 1913. He entered 
FS as a regular field assistant that same 
year. Iowa State College tacked on a 
Master of Forestry degree in 1928. ..,. 

1 S r· '~· - o:a~~~ ~;i~~::;t~~~:~~:~t~~~~ 
Agricultural College. _ Returning, he di­
rected range and stream fiow studies at 
the Intermountain Forest Experiment 
Station in Utah, and, in 1931 , was named 
director of the Northern Rocky Mountain 
Forest and Range Experiment Station at 
Missoula, Mont. In 1936 he. became re­
gional forester for the North Central 
States, with headquarters at Milwaukee 

· .Wi~ .• and, in 1939, was transferred t~ 
Portland, Oreg., as regional forest'·~ for 
the Pacific Northwest. 

No :desk pounder 
'Ifle pioneer Chief ~orester, Gifford 

Pinchot, gave . the conservation move­
ment in Amer lca its first real impetus. 
The present C,1ief has the job of trans­
lating that n}ovement into ~ practical, 
working program. In 

1
spite of all that 

has been accomplished, our fores t situa­
tion is far from healthy. The trend of 
forest deterioration has yet to be re­
versed. Forest depletion already has 
gone so far, Mr. Watts is convinced, that 
we are going to face a period of wood 

, shortage before adequate new supplies of 
timber can be grown. If we are to meet 
prospective long-range requirements for 
timber, he says, our present annual rate 
of timber growth will have to be doubled. 

Lyle Watts is not the loud, desk­
pounding type of executive. At a con­
ference he is apt to talk less than others 
in the group. But when he does talk 
it is usually right to the point. He i; 
tall, straight and slender, blue-eyed, in­
formal, and friendly. He has the long, 
easy stride of a man o! the woods. He 
thinks of forests, however, in terms of 
human welfare. At a family meeting 
of F'S employees soort after he became 
their Chief, Lyle Watts told his co-
workers: · r-

"I know what happens to people in for­
est communities after their timber has 
been liquidated improperly or too fast·. 
We all know that forest land resources 
can help bring reasonable security to 
people who want to own homes and raise 
families. And I ,will do all that I can ·to 
help you make sute that these resour.ces 
are so managed that they will do Just 
that."~ E. ~DALL. FS. 

' · 

) 
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/ 
Da te of birth: 11-18-90. 

Cerro Gordo County, Io~ a. 

July 1, 1913 - Entered the Service as technica l assistant, Wyoming 
National Forest. \tfiQ J 

& • I 

Mr. Watts is a graduate of the Io~orest,school, having re­
ceived the degree of B. s. in Forestry and M. Y. Since graduation, 
he has been constantly engaged in forestry, with about seventeen 
years Forest Service experience in scientific and ad~inistrative 
work as Forest Assistant, Forest Examiner, Assistant Forest Super­
visor, Forest Supervisor, As s istant in the Office of Forest Manage­
ment of Region 4, and Senior Silviculturist. During 1928-9 he \!aB 
Dean of the Forest School , Utah Agricultura l College, Logan, Utah, 
returning to the Forest Service September 1, 1929. 

Summer of 1911, reconna issance for three l!lonths on Sevier 
National Forest; summer of 1912, three months spent on fire patrol 
on Superior Na tional Forest; f all of 1912, one month estima ting cot­
tonwood on east side of Missouri River in Iowa; Spring of 1913, had 
charge of the l aboratory in Forest Planting for t he Iowa Sta te Col­
lege, supervision and construction of beds and care, transpl anting 
of seed lings and willow and cottonwood cuttings, July 1, 1913 (per­
manent appointment) assi gned as field assistant to Wyol!ling Na tional 
Forest, timber survey, brush burning and general ti mber-sale work, 
1915 and 1916 in charge of ti mber-survey work Wyoming and Wasatch 
National Forests. 1917 assigned to Cache National Forest as Forest 
Examiner in charge of forest planting at Pocatello Nursery. May 
1918 to April 1920, Deputy Supervisor on Boise Forest, last three 
months with desi gnation of Forest Supervisor; Spring 1920 to 1922 , 
Supervisor Weiser National Forest; J anuary 16, 1922 to March 1, 1926, 
Supervisor Idaho National Forest; March 1, 1926, transferred to Ogden 
of fice as second man in Forest Managerr:ent; resi gned from Forest Ser­
vice, May 31, 1928 to accept position as head of for estry department 
at Utah Agricultural College L~r. 

Reinstated September 1, 1929 - Great Basin Ex~eriment Station, 
Ogden,Utah. (Intermountain Forest Experi ment Station). 

August 1, 1931, transferred to Northern Rocky Mountain Forest 
Experiment Station as Director. 

February 1936 - Regional Forester, R-9. 
\J>~· 1 ~ - q 0. 

EDUCATION: 
Pt..'''- ,( 0• f'fr r " . (l ,. I , 1 , .. +~,!1'1\ ? 

4 years Hi gh School) Olear Lake, Iowa . ? 'Y'
1"Jt

1 
.,If " 

4 years Iowa State College, B.S. in Foreotry 1913, H.F. 1928. 
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Membership in scientific socities and offices: 

Alpha Zeta, Honorary Agric. Fraternity; Phi kappa 
Phi, Honorary Science Fraternity; Society of 
American Foresters: American Forestry Associa tion; 
Ecological Society of ~~erica; Northwest Scientific 
Association; Utah Academy of Science. 



m~D~ 
~: UraiP Milvvaukee~ Wisconsin, 

February 20~ 1939. 

EXTRA- V\/P\TTS TCJ L_E_AVE R·-9 
WATTS GOES Al'l'D PRICE C0!1~S 

After more than three years of an outstanding l eadership which has created a 
= spirit of teamwork and esprit d' corps throughout Region Nine unsurpassed~ if equal­

led, in the Forest Service~ Regi onal Forester Lyle F. Watts is being transferred to 
the helm o Region ix "th headquarters at Portland, Oregon. 

A fa~r an erstanding leader~ he has secured lasting and beneficial results 
along wide forestry fronts. It has n ever been necessary for him to assume the role 
of a driver~ because everyone in the or ganizat i on has been eager to contribute his 
best in the appreciation of square treatment and for the good of the conservation 
cause. He and his equal l y friendly and appr eciated wife will l eave with their son 
and daughter about April 1 with the deeply sincer e well wishes of everyone in this 
r egion of t}~ Forest Service. That in the Service -- where coming and going is part 
of existence -- is the one thing most h oped for by u s all. 

We gr eet a s new Regi onal Forester the pre sent Associat e Regiona l Forester of 
Region Five , Jay H. Price. Just when he will arrive in Milwaukee with his wife and 
children has not been given out, but they will find a war m welcome when t hey do c ome. 

Mr. Price wa s he r e in 1937 on a gener al inspection trip with Assistant Chief 
Marsh, and became acquainted with our fi el d men and r egional office staff while get­
ting a broad view of our objectives, p~oblems and progr ess . He is one of the senior 
Associate Regional Foresters , having held t hat position ~t San Francisco since it 
was created. He i s a g r aduate in engineer ing of the University of California and ~ 

has had valuabl e l ogging engineering experience in private industry before entering 
the Forest Se rvice . During the war h e commanded a company. All in a ll he has had 
an unusually wel l r ounded experience, both in our Service and out of it, which com­
bines with a per sonality which instill s confidence and wins friend s to make him a 
natural choi ce for this well merited promotion. He will find her o o.n or ganization 
with fine traditi ons of ser vice und r co.dy t o cooper ate to the full est degr ee . 

c. J. Buck , pr esent Regional For ester o.t Portland , is b eing transferred to tho 
Washington Offi ce as General Inspector and Specia l Ass i st ant to the Chief, according 
to the Associated Pres 3 of today. 



r , Utah State Agricultural College 
Candidates for the Honorary Doctor's Degree 

Monday, June l, 1953 

Citation: 
Mr. President: 

ELLA v. REEDER 

Doctor of Humanities 

I take great pleasure in presenting Mrs. Ella V. Reeder, mother. 
home-maker and tireless advocate of more effective organi:z;ation amon\) 
farm women to bring about better educational. social. and spiritual 
opportunities for rural people. As an ardent champion of a more pro­
ductive and more prosperous agriculture. Mrs. Reeder has served in many 
capacities her country and her state. 

Because of these services. and because of her years of unselfish 
devotion as Board Member and patron to the highest interests of the Utah 
State Agricultural College. l am honored to recommend on behalf of the 
Faculty and the Board of Trustees that Mrs. Reeder be granted the degree 
of Doctor of Humanities. 

Citation: 
Mr. President: 

I have the honor to present Lyle F. Watts, retired chief of th~ 
United States Forest Service. As a public servant Mr. Watts has devoted 
his life to the conservation of our heritage of forests, streams, and scenic 
grandeur. a service for which he was recently granted the distinguished 
service award of the United Sta tes Department of Agriculture "'for dis­
tinguished and effective leadership in advancing the conservation of 
forests in the United States and internationally." 

Because of him. the groves. "God's first temples" offer a greener 
sancturary. Because of him the wild deni:z;ens of forest, mountain, stream 
and lake are more abundant and more secure. Because of him our water­
sheds better conserve and store winter snows and summer rains. 

For all these contributions to the nation's wealth, health and 
scenic beauty. and for his service in or11ani:z;ing the Utah State School 
of Forestry. I take _pleasure in recommending on behalf of the Faculty 
and the Board of Trustees t h a t he be granted the de11ree of Doctor 
of. Science. 

Citation: 
Mr. President: 

HAROLD B. LEE 

Doctor of Humanities 

I am greatly honored to present Elder Harold B. Lee. As educator 
and publisher Elder Lee has made notable contributions to the culture 
of our state and region. As a public servant and a citl:z;en he has worked 
single-mindedly for the hi11hest standards of public and private duty. 
As a churchman he has demonstrated , through his service to the Welfare 
program of his Church, that the Christian principles of love and service 
to mankind can be made practically effective in the modem world. A3 
family man and nei11hbor he has set an example of noble llvinl! before 
the youth of this land, and as author he has stimulated and inspired 
that youth by his faith, his wisdom. and his understandin11. 

On behalf of the Faculty and the Board of Trustees I take pleasure 
in recommending that the College honor itself by conferring upon Elder 
Lee the degree of Doctor of Humanities. 
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Lyle F. \•/atts, retiring CtU.ef of the U. s. Forest Service, inta-~ds to carry 

on any way he can tn t he int erests of .forest conservation, he told his fellow 

employees in a farewell statement on his laat day of official service. 

He ie keenly interested in the development of intema.tional cooperation in 

forestry, he said, and hopes to cmtinue his support ot the forestr;y activities 

ot . t~e Unit~ Nftions Food and Agricultural Or ganisation. For t he United States 

and for the ~Yl".ire world, conservation of natural resources, he feels, is one ot 

the roremoet needs. It is absolutely eesCltial if the people of t his countr;y 

and of the f ree world are to continue their progress and developDent as free 

peoples. 

For the next few months, Mr. Watts sai d, he plans to do a lot of fishing. 

One ot the things t hat attracte1 him to the forestry profession ·Hhen he was a 

young man, he said, was the thought that it might provide frequent opportunitiea 

to go fishing along cool woodland streams. But after ltet~.r ly 40 years on the 

Job with the Forest Serwice, he is still wtdting for a chance to really fish 

to his heart's content. 

During his last week ot official service , Mr. :YJatts was feted on a number 

ot occasions by nembers of the Forest Service and officials of other agencies. 

1-iutual goodbyes were said at a Forest Service "Fami.ly f·ieet ing" arranged and 

conduced by the clerical starr ot the Service. The retiring Chief Forester waa 

guest ot honor at a supper and dance at the Beltsvi+J.e Log Cabin, attended by 

Forest Service empl o3'8es, "alumni", and friends. The Secretary of Agr1culture 1a 

statt meeting on June 26 was devoted mainl.y to a tarewll statement by ~. Watts 

to associates in the Department of Agriculture. On J'W'le 24, he was given a lWlcb­

ecn by a group or officials ot the Department ot the Interior. Hr. Watts tor­

~ tumed over the reins to his successor as Chief ot the Forest Service, 
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Richard E. McArdle, at a meeting ot the u. s. Regional Foresters and Directora 

ot Forest Ex:periaent statione in Washington this week. 

•I &"4 grateful for t he wonderful opport\lllity I have had for near:cy tort7 

7eara to serve the people of America, • Mr. Watts aaid 1n his f arewell stat.­

ment. "Whatever success I have had is due to the splendid organiaaticm and 

the tradit:t.ons ot publi c servi ce ot the Forest Service. AB I wind up DO' tour 

~t active duty, my only advice to my fellow workers ia: Never torget the baaio 

goal on which the Forest Service hae grolG great, tho criterior on which all 

its decisions have been baaed. That goal ia 'the greatest good or the greatest 

number in the long run.' " 



1694 Bi?graphical Sketch of Lyle F. Watts 

Lyle F. Watts has been Chief of the Forest Service in the United States 
Department of Agriculture since January, 1943. Broad t raining in public 
service preceded his ass ignment as Chief Forester. 

r~ . Watts' experience includes service i n all phases of the administrative 
branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to R~gional Forester 
in two Regions (the National Forests embrace ten forest re gions inc l uding 
public f or est lands in Alaska and Puerto Ri co ); several years in the fore st 
research branch, including four years as Di rec tor of the Northern Rocky 
N~untain Forest and Range Experiment Station; and two years in the field of 
forestry education during which time he or ganized the school of for estry 
at the Utah Agricultural College. In all, his work has carried him i nto four 
Regions. His early work was in the Intermount ain Re gion with headquarters 
at Ogden, Utah. His research experience was in the No rthern Rocky Mountain 
Region with headquarters at Missoula, Montana. In 1936 he was appo inted 
Regional Forester for the North Central Region which includes t he National 
Forests of Illinois, Indiana , Io~~ , Michigat4 Minnesota~ Missouri, Ohio~ and 
Wisconsin_. In 1939 he v.es t ransferred to the post of Regional Forest er in 
the North Pacific Region~. with headquarters at Portland, Oregon. 

During 1941 and part of 1942., Mr .• Watts served as Chairman of the Department 
of Agriculture committee dealing with post-war planning for the Pacific North­
west. 

In the fall of 1942, because of his wide experience in employing, organizing 
and d ealing with skilled and unskilled worker s ., and his wide contacts with 
livestock men, construction outfits and the public, Mr .• Watts v.~s br ought 
to Washington to assist the Secretary of Agricul ture in the activities of 
the Depart1rent r elated to f ar m labor .• 

When Mr .• Watts was appointed as Chief Forester, Secretary i'licka r d made the 
following statement , "Mr~ Watts ·' br oad experience and underst anding of the 
country ' s need for prot ac ting and ma i ntnining the productivity of our 
forest l and will be of particular value in ~~rtime. He has a sound gr asp 
of a program designed to meet the r equi r ements of this eroorgenoy as v1ell 
as the l ong r ange needs of the Nation in conserving and developing its forest 
l ands • 11 

Mr. Watt s was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa. He :r eceived the Bachel or 
of Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa State Co llege in 1913 ; was gr anted 
tm professional degr ee of Master of Forestry i n 1928 . He ent er ed the For est 
Service on July 1, 1913, as teohnice.l assistant on the V/yoming National Forest. 



Lyle Ford Watts: 
chief forester of the nation 

Lyle Watts 

TYLE FORD WATTS, 56-year-old chief forester 
L of the United States, is a career man in 
the truest sense of the word. In the summer 
of 1913, less than a month after walking off 
t he campus of Iowa State College at Ames 
fortified with a degree of Bachelor of Science 
in forestry, he entered the forest Service of 
the Department of Agriculture as technical 
assistant in Wyoming. He's been in the serv­
ice ever s ince with t he exception of a few 
months in 1942 when his chief, Secretary of 

Agriculture Claude R. Wickard, called hi m to Washington as special as­
sistant in charge of farm labor activities. But on January 1, 1943, \\'ickard 
returned him to the Forest Service in the role of chief forester. As such 
his authority extends over 461,697,000 acres, about one-third of the land 
surface of continental United States. 

T rue to the legendary t rad ition of the outdoors, Watts seldom makes a 
formal address, prefers to do his talking seated on a log or an upturned 
box with the people of the forest"or the range. Tall, spi're, he lights his 
pipe and sits easily in his chair at staff meetings while he does a homey 
travel talk-generally about one of the f requent tt·ips he makeR to the 
country's many wooded regions in the public domain. He is an entertain­
ing s peaker with a simple, forthright style and retains interest by fre­
quently bringing his listeners into his talks by asking, "You're from do~·n 
there, Joe. How do they call that town T' 

Shunning recrimination, Watts has been content to brand as "mislead­
ing" claims that " there's still plenty of timber." He points to survey 
reports of the Forest Service and the American Forestry Association 
that there is 44 per cent less standing sawtimber in the country today 
than 36 years ago, and that timber is still being cut 50 per cent faster 
than it is growing. After 34 yeat·s in the Forest Service he is thoroughly 
convinced that the "scarcity trend" in the nation's forests cannot be 

reversed without strict and long-range federal-state control of cutting. 

-

Three National Forest Parts Cor1Sondated 
WASHINGTON, June 6.- (IP) - Trin ity national forests were con­

President Truman Thursday con- solidated "in the interest of ad­
solidated parts of three national ministralive management." 
forests in California as "the Six 
Rivers National fore~t." The proclamation added that 

A proclamation said that parts the action does not change the 
of the Siskiyou, Kla!ll4lth and status of any land ownerships. 

ORIDON JOUHNAL, Portlanel, Ore. 6/6/4'( 
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e future will need such information 
!i::.s of government interested in re-

attendant conservation problems. 
· will have to proceed on a hit-and­
tg crude estimates which can in no 
~r.tory. 

: Virginia we have too long delayed 
f the problems which have arisen 
ns and hillsides have been denuded 

r<!sources. Ho,vever, now that at 
e lllaking an inte1Iigent approach to 
we will need every bit of information 
·plied. 

GIFT HORSES 

For the past several year s, at no addition­
al tax expense to the South Carolina public 
the State Forest Service has been construct­
ing, maintaining and · improving a group of 1 

state parks for the benefit of the South Car ­
olina public. This system of parks didn't 
cost the people of South Carolina an extra 
thin dime. A large part of the building ex­
pense was borne by the United States gov­
ernment, and the initial work was done by 
the boys of the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

1-M'!'N. Elkins, W.Va. 6/19/47 This park system put within reach of ev-
, ery citizen of South Carolin~-some within 

Reserves not quite as easy reach as otners--recrea- • 
.dress at Oklahoma City recently, tiona) advt~ntages never before enjoyed. 
)f Agriculture Anderson asked a Picnic areas with eating pavilions and out-
.estion: "What will the United . door fireplaces were set up; recreation halls 
:ke 100 years from now?" 
;>eaking with reference to food and' for meetings and dancing; eating places 
he continued: "Will the people where those wh<?' wished could put their 

y of milk, meat, fruit and vege- shins under a table and order a nice meal; 
~ balanced diet. · · · Or will they be day camps and recreation centers for needy 
i sickly, aging and dying before children ; cottages for vacationists; lakes for 
•" Mr. Anderson pointed out that , 
· depends mainly on what we do swimming and boats for fishing, and so on 
:onservation . . He further called to and on. 
he fact th!tt it was only about a And it was all a free gift, except for nom-
. a half ago that we really. began to ina! charges for the special privileges and ! 

to cast up our losses on a na-
! and to decide that only a nation- services, but still these a dvantages were 
; would stop them. available where they never had been before : 
. 1933 that the soil erosion service in South Carolina and at nominal cost. 
shed, and erosion-control demon- At one of the state parks a fence was 
~oj ects came into being to h~lp 
tderstand soil conServation. The built separating t he bathing beach from the 
tse~;vation corps helped provide the rest of the park area. It had numerous ad-
or for these demonstration proj- vantages. It gave the bathers freedom f rom 
135, with the son coniervation act those who were not bathing but merely look-
l the soU conservation service es- t- ing around. It also brought in additional' . 
:oil erosion h ad official recognition, 
tal problem-and the next yearlan revenue as many t ook advantage of the lack 
§ram of conservation got under. r-i of cont rol to slip ar ound t he bath houses and 
:ifica.lly the activity included the ...a snitch a swim. Any way it was considered 
st rlp .. cropplng, terracing, contour .. advantaegous by the park service. 

, crop rotation, cover crops for ~ But the beneficiaries of the park did not 
rotectlon of fields, t ree and grass' ~ . · 
1 badly eroded !and control of gul• o hke the fence. They set 'llp a howl. The 
nstruction of smali reserV'oirs. ~ fuss was so great that in order to quiet t he 
ld war 2 broke into that prograni u disturbance the fence was taken down. 
a good beginning had been made. 0 It seems well to remind the South Car91ina 
>rtunate in our production durlng ell public who enjoy our state parks that these 
years, and we have 'been fortun-.te • . . . . 
1 years that have followed: But.. a1 mstallatlons cost them practically nothmg, 
een drawing on our soli rese~e~~ :Q although the details of management may not 
time for a break or a slowdown 1n ~ .meet with the personal appr oval of all the 
vation program. ~ beneficiaries, we are still getting a lot for 

TRIBUNE, Gread; Falls, 

6/ 2/47 

0 nothing, and the park officials are trying to 
Mont. 1 Operate them in the best interests of safety 

~ and other considerations of the public, and 
~ it is bad taste to look a gift horse .in the . 
ell mouth. 
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~·s Fathar to the Forest~ 

"Eo '• li;..-n father to tho f'oroote •" a :notnerly looking lftl!lh.ington 

ate!l.O~apher s::l ! d t ne oth9 r day o£ Lylo Ford watts. sixth o!liet toreat~:r 

or the United States. s e'd ju_t tnod up •The Ohiet'l''raarka to hia 

headquarter• staff of soientiats. teohnioians and administrators on a ~sit 

he made to Unole Sam' s southl.t.md f'oroate. The trip 'WBS one of many- he 

oontinualJ.7 takas wit.ho:rt. t&ll.fars or fort:Ality to the100cl8 regiona throughout 

~le ~~tt3 deli7ers a formal addroas oD17 when tna.necea•1t1ea ot 
) 

hit official ~3t - Teddy R~ouwlt oo.lleci thia •a position ot taared trust• J 
- demande. r.c pro.foro t o do hio talking seated on a lo~ or an upturnocl 

bo:x in the l::n.ck cou:nt;-y Y.:i'U the paople o: the fore:st Ol' the re.nge. 1~. 

meetinzs. t his tall. alizhtlt stoopo<l bureau wten.n of sa 1it1 easily 

in hU o-.u-• ligh ... s his pipo and doea a bomeq traftl talk. 

Be baa a. ~tog~ phi~ •1• • pio+..w-ot wll what be' a see1'1• lSkes no 

11' l'le'a r~ht. "You'ro from clo""m 'bhoro. Joe. How do t ru,y oo.ll that town1" 

1rhe!l tbrou6h. he b. .. reatu.tad. with objeo"!i leas.ona neither o:.phasiaed or 

ozti'biohed• 't._'le cleairablo and undoairabla on Unolo'a 150 national f orests 

iAnd ob tho nation' a foroot land aa e. hole. •a. r;eminds me o.t the fa'YOri te 

proteseor every eoboolboy re:D81!1bere . • one o£ his rorosters said a•"hile back. 

1'hia l owu-born weaterm:r r...oso work a!'feots about one-third til& 

land aurt"aoe o.f continental United State:s believes I:lDijt evo~ would do 

all toroat and r~e oontrov~:u- Jie~ . r..is philosophy popped ·~ aurpriaingly 
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when he was recently asked why he oiroulated among his own men publi·•hed 

J~Bterial bitterly oritioidng him and w'trf he did not attaok hie auail.anta. 

Said the ao.tt-wiced Wattaa "We 1ftUl't member• of the Forest Sernoe to 

lmow :not only the publio tide of this oontronray, bu-t both a idea.• and 

lo name oaller either, Ohio£ lfatta has been content to br&Dd &I 

•maleaahtg• oertain forest illdust.ry publioit7 that •the;.e '·ia plenty ot 

timber,• altbo"&agh recent ~reports b7 the publio'a Joreat Service 
<· 

aJI4 the printoly tinanoed American Forestry J.aaociat1on &P"eed there is 

toda7 44 peroent leas atandin« eawtimber in the count17 than tbttre •• 

36 yeua ago, and that w are atill outt!D« aawtimber 60 peroent taster tlaa 

it ia Uowinc• .Atter M yeare in the bureau- he be~ a1 a laborer in 

utah in 191:5 - •'!he ·Chief" ia convinced that the •aoaroity trend• in 

aawtimber oaunot be reversed without Federal-state control of cutting, 

di.tferont but comparable in ita own field to regulation ot the stook 

exchange or the public utili~iea. 

--- .. -
u. s. Forest Service 

.,. 26, 1947 



Wilderness Boss 
BY RJCDARD L. NEUBERGER 

We're losing forests at the 

rate of five billion feet a 

year. But Chief Forester Lyle 

Watts has a plan to save thein 

I N FADED dungarees, new camping togs or 
leftover Anny clothes, the American peO­

ple are vacationing this sununer amidst the 
green solitudes of the country's National 
Forests. More than 35,000,000- ihcluding 
many ex-GI's- will have bivouacked beside 
snow-fed lakes and plumed waterfalls by the 
time autumn tints the woodlands once more. 

Whether America's wilderness vacationers 
mix flapjack batter in the White Mountain 
National Forest of New Hampshire or trudge 
along a canyon trail in the Fremont National 
Forest of Oregon, they are the guests of a tall, 
lean man with silvery hair- Lyle Ford Watts, 
hard-working chief of the United States 
Forest Service. . 

He has charge of a domain that reaches 
into 42 states and is larger than that of any 
governor, for not even Texas is the size of the 
National Forests. He QCCupies the job which 
the late Franklin D. Roosevelt once said he 

\ 

had "a hankering for" after he retired from 
the White House. 

The millions who invade the National 
Forests this summer will · quickly see the 
problems of their Mst, the boss forest ranger 
of the U.S.A. Desolate acres of cut-over 
stumps in the near-by foothills will tell them 
the gravity of these problems. Charred rem­
nants of magnificent groves will emphasize the 
peril that confronts Watts' domain whenever 
lightning forks from the slcy or a camper is 
careless with a match. 

c-........ - 01' 'rlroaltle 

"To BUILD homes for veterans· ~nd for other 
domestic uses," says Watts, "we'll need about 
fourteen billion cubic feet of lumber each 
year. Fire and insects and disease destroy 
two billion feet annually. Yet we have a 
growth of onfy eleven billion feet. This means 
our -forests are being depleted at. the rate of 
five billion cubic feet every twelve months. 
If that goes on we'll drop into the laps of our 
children a shortage not only of lumber but also 
of scenery, water, wildlife and recreation." 

To perpetuate the nation's forests, which 
provide 3, 750,000 jobs and store up in lakes 
and rivers the drinking-water supply of half 

the population, Watts contends that a six­
point program ought to be adopted. This is it: 

1. Forests must be selectively logged, so 
that only certain trees are felled . . 

2. Sufficient trees must be spared in order 
that the land will surely be re-seeded. 

3. Forest-fire protection must be more 
vigilant and intensive. 

4. Young timber must not be cut. 
1. Logging methods which drag chains and 

cables against uncut trees must be prevented. 
1. The American people must be conserva­

tion conseious and aware of the importance 
of ~feguarding our great natural resources. 

A fonner timber cruiser, Lyle Watts 
heads foresters ranging in .(2 states 

man in Oregon's fir groves. Lyle met hiS wue J 
· when she was timber-appraisal clerk at Ogden, 
Utah, and he was marking lodgepole pine 
along the Blacks Fork River in the High . 
Uintas Mountains. 

•• Non Dlala...W.. 
WHiLE her husband fought for~t fires, 
se_eded tree nurseries and patroled the grassy 
ranges, Nell Watts lived on the frontier with 
him. She fried Dolly Vardens on rusty iron 
stoves and carried water ·from bubbling up­
land springS. She remembered all this the 
day he phoned. her and said, ' 'I'll dry- the 
dishes for you from now on, Nell, bu t I won't 
wash them any more." 

"Lyle, what's the ma\ter?" she asked. 
"I've been appointed Chief of ·the Forest 

Service," he replied. 
From the day he got his degree in forestry 

at Iowa State College a third of a century 
ago, Watts has been a scholar in the woods. 
Forestry to him has meant scientific. under­
standing of the growth of timber as well as 
throwing a c1iamond hitch on a pack horse 
or walking 30 miles between dawn and sun­
down. 

' With his frarneless glasses, high-domed \ 
' forehead and thin face, Lyle Watts looks con­

siderably mOre.like a college. professor than. 
the top kick of America's forest rangers. 

An old-timer at Ogden remembers that two 
of the best men on the trail when the govern­
ment undertook to mark boundaries in the 
Yellowstone basin were Watts and a yo~ 

futenant of cavalry whom everyone callecl 
Continued on jHig1 11 
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Forost SerYice C i ef Looks to South 
fo r One Half of Post nnr Wood Supply 

The South will be called on to supply about one half of t he nation ' s 

future timber r equirements which are estimated now at 21 billion oubio feet, 

Lyle F. Tiatts, chief, Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, told the 

Southern Forestry Conference of forest owners, operators, industrialists and 

State and Federal officials meeting today ( Jan. 20 ) in Atlanta, Ga. 

Watts said the nation appeared to be entering UP.On a new era of wood, 

with many new uaes opening up in t he fi eld of chemistry and new engineering 

techniques enabling wood to r~ld its own in competition with other building 

materials. For t he period i mmediately following the ~r, he said reconstruction 

requirements abroad hold promise of greatly increased export markets. This 

outlook, he i ndicated , aupports the 21 billion post war estirrAte, whi ch compares 

with current wartL~o eons~ption and loeee3 of somewhat less than 17 billion 

cubic feet per year. 

Citing t he South ' e vast acreage of for est land and prolific and com-

~ercially usefu l trees, he wonder ed, he said , i f t he region realised the extent 

of ita responsibility to the nati on i n meeting i ncreased f uture sawtimber needs. 

If the~e needs were to be 5up~lied , ho t old the conf erence, it would 

be necessary to double t he a..~unl growth in t he southern States, since even 

before tho forests were subject ed to stepped-up war time cutting annual growth 

was estimated at 5. 6 billion cubic feet , or only about half post war output to 

be expected of them. Sn imber drain, he said , is already almost twice ourront 

annual ~rowth . In t his doub ling of t he productivity of its forests, he added, 

lay the chief hope for much of t he industrial ex?ansion now ~ so eagerly sought 

by the South. 11 

Resul ts of fo r est ry efforts of t he past 20 years in t he South, he 
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declared, sti ll leave its forest preble~ largely unsolved. He was appalled , 

ha said, nby our failure to solve the pr obl em o~ firs control, " and spoka of 

many localitie~ where forest depletion had reached such ~ advanced stage that 

restoration could no longer be arfected by private o~ers alone. 

The chief forester advocated public regulation of cutting and other 

practices on privately owned forest land as indispensable if prospective post war 

production goals were t o be met. He told the conference that the type of regulation 

urged by the Forest Service woul d provide for direct Federal action only when and 

where a State failed t o enact and enforce suitable legislation, and said that from 

the standpoint of sheer self interest the South should welcome this "aid and 

stimulus for devel oping the great poeentiallties of its forest resource." 

Ur . Watts held t hat public regulation of forest practices ~s in keeping 

with broader government control• which he believed must come because of changes 

brought about by the war and because of the demands which a prospective 130 

billion dollar a year economy, as compared t o t he 60 or 70 billion dollar pre-war 

economy, would make on the nati on's resources. The type of regulation proposed, 

he said, was a ba3ic rule to protect the public interest and not in any way com­

parable to "the arbitrary edict3 nece3sitat ed by ~r. " He declared it would not 

interfere with ordinary business transactions, and denied that it meant in any 

shape or form "displacin0 private enterprise and taking over management of land 

or industry by government . " 

At the s~~e time , he r aid that private owners should do as much of the 

job of increa3ing the tree crop as possible , and suggested that to facilitate 

gpod forest management present fe~eral aids to forest land owners should be 

strengt hened and extended. He thought tha~ government should be prepared to 

purchase badl y deteriorated or l ow ~lue forests but t hat the need fo r public 

acquisition in t he South vmul d be much less than in some other forested regions . 
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I Petersburg, Va.,. November 9 1 1944 

Ltu: • tAT~ 

eu·t i• ohief o f the u. s. Poroat orvloe, LJle •• \.atta t'.olda u 

important, ~-aidecl job, tho auooeaaf ul adr .in1atrat 1on of wiloh at.:. eota 

the li v•• o t h AIMirioan people in myrlo4 •Y•. 
I . 

l eepona1'ble tor the acb1niatration of the 158 f.ational .Foreata 

eoatterecl fr011 Alaeka to lorida and f r o::a ine to Calltom1a, aa well u 

ot ~ 12 toreat experbllclt etatlone and tho f'&!ll.OUI Voreat ? roduot• Lab­

oratory at afadi aon, fib., "the Cn.let" 11 Ill eo cceral IUperYiaory heac1 ot 

th• ftrioua ~operat1•e proe;r•• throuch uhioh the i'e4eral cowernment torkl 

to help f.tate and pr1ftte owner• of timberland rai1e eta.Ddarcl1 ot Mna~eent, 

produotinty and oomunity 1enioe ln all the f'oreat r~c1ona. 

Today, Vr. Watta ia deeply oon emed with t hroe t b1ngtt Firat, tt.a.t 

the toreet reeouroo aball make the createat poad'ble oontri'bution towar4 

w1nn1Dc tbo Wl'. 8eoond, t~t in to far •• poa81ble, t h1a oontributi.GD ot 

tlllbor '&nd ror .. t procluot• • ~.&11 be made without a~id&ble aaoritioe ~r 

produoin« toreeta. Third, t.._,, at the e&r'lieat poealble moaent the United 

Sta•ea ahall adopt a broad F'ceral-: tate oooperat1ve pror raa oaloulated to 

~ control d~atruotive out tlDG praotlo .. on priftte ro~e~t land and to put 

the toreat reeouroe on a contima..>ua pr oduction bade. that wUl bri n e; a new 

/ etabllity ar.d proaper1ty to toroat tiOrkera, induetriea and oo.-mitiee. -
with the c!et ree of Baonolor o Soienoe in foreetry t'rum Io• Gtate College. 

SaYe ibr l.'W) y•r• when he lett the aerrioe taporarily to organi&e the 

So~l of Poreetry or Utah At:rioul tural ~llece, :.11 govltl'naleat eenioe ha: 

beaD OOD tinUOUie 
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Detore he --~ IWied ohiet in .Jamaar7 of 1943, hi& experience 

1nolu4ed all ph&••• of Foreet SerTioe .,rk, froa fire guard to regional 

tore1ter and the 41reotorlhip or an experiment 1t&t1on. He worked in 

tour of the te Foreet Sernoe reglona, •• ret,lonal tbre1ter for the 

t.ke aDd. Central State• ud for tba Paolfio tlorthwet, and bas \ra"Yele4 

ud 1tucl1ed 1D all the other•. 

Mr. 1atta •• born in Cerro Oordo oounty, Iowa, in 18901 but.!~!. 

....., 11101t of hie early year• in the Paoif1o llorthweet, W\1oh t'roa the •t&adpol.llt 

ot olct-uowth timber reHrYee is o!'too oalled the mo et important tore1t 

region in the l1D1 tecl State•. liot lone a co, he traYelecl utenliTely in 

the Eouth, where he ae !apreeaed with the rood toreatry praotioee belnt 

•ployed by maD7 flru &Dd indi Tiduall, bu-t deeply luaentecl the onto us 

tact that olear cuttin~:, iD&dequate tire protection and otber torelt• 

4eeiiroy1ng foro01 atill preftil upon m st eouthern toreet land • 

.. ----
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FOREST SERVI CE 

.Washington Office Information Di gest, Aoril 12·, · 1944 

( CO~JFIDENTIAL - SERV ICE-) 
.. , : . 

Chief To Speak before Mar l and Conser;vation- Fo r urri 
Federal Participation in 

of a ta l k to be delivered 
at Baltimo r e today; April 

Better Forest Practices" is the subject 
before th~ -~l!a!""y1a.nd _Cg.t;"s·e.ryation. l:'or.um_' 

· : i 

Suppl emental Estimate s • ·· 
Activities on the · financial fro.nt at the pre-sent time include· the submas sion 
of ~upplementa.l estimates to thet B~ au o f the Budget as follOws: ! . · 

Fo r additional timber snle f '~",ds, includin~; 
$70, 000 for work arising fr , tho sustained .. · .. 
yield act of March 29, 1944 (F' . Y • . 1845) ••••••• ; •••• ~ $ 596, 950 

.Fo r · p lanning flo.od control 
.· . the Los An geles drainage • 

.. , . i n the Department now but 
apprQval is necessary ·bef 

. expended). ('F~L 19 44-194 

nsta. llations on 
"und.s are ava ilable' 

,. ' 

) ... ~ .... · .... ~ .~· .... :.:.~: ... ' 484 1520 .. 

· For p l $.nning post war pu ic works (F .Y. 1945') ••• ~.~. 5 , 593 , 630 

' 

Action i n the Budget Bureau wi 1 have to be t aken pr omptly on the ·first and 
third items above, if they are to be i nc luded in the 194 5 Act . The Senate 

. . 

I 

Appropr iations Committee will start hearings on the Agri cultural Appro priation 
Bill in a few days. 

This informa tion is 
t aken by th~ Budget 
t o Congres~ . 

Nor;;~rican Wildlife Conference 
Mr. 'r'lat ts will speak on · Sone Federal 
Mane.geme""nt11 at the opening s ess ion of 
Confe: r enc e , vmich will be held at th e 
25 and· 26. 

' Functions in Wildlife and Fo r est 
the Hinth North American Wildlife · 
La Salle Ho t e l in Chicago , April 24 , 

' ·. 

Technica l pape rs by Fores t Service men to be pr e s ent ed at the big game 
mana gement . session .:will be " Some Re sult s of a Study of Mul e ·D(;;ler iri Cer.tral 
Utah" by Orange Ol sen, R-4, and " The Niur.der' s Cr eek r.Iule Deer Herd11 by 
Gl enn Mitchell of R- 6. ·Lloyd Swift of. th e W. 0 . is gene r a l chai rman of 
the .te c.hnical s es sions of the confe r en ce . 

Soc i e ty Mee.ting 
Gifford Pincho t has invited memb e r s of the Wa sh i ngto n Section of t he Socie ty 
of America n Foresters ( and deta ilers in Washington) to ano t h e r annual baked 
apple party in his home; " The Gov~or-,.11 1 615 Rhode Is l and Avenue , N. Vi., 
a t 8 P• m~ Frida y, April 14. Mr. Watts will s peak on "Regul ation Is No 
Dilenuna. ." The annual e l e ction of Section officer s will b e he ld. 

( Ove r) 
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Latest on O&C Bills 
There is a strong probabil'ty that when the House reconvenes today, April 12, 
one of the first · items of b siness to which the Hous e Committee on Public 
Lands will give attention wi 1 be the executive session in r e lation to the 
bills H. R. 1688 and S. 275. The open hearings on these bills were concluded 
on February 29, but the execu ive session1 was deferred until the printed record 
could be made available to th ~embers of the committee, and before that was 
practicable the Easter r ecess 'ntervened • .. 
Reports on I'IIcCarran Subcornmitt Hear.ings . 
There have just come from the G vernment Print.ing Office further r 'eports 
of the hearings of the McCarran ubcommittee of the Senate Committee on Public 
Lands and Surveys, i. e., Part 9, covering the hearings at Fredonia and 
Phoenix, Arizona, Part 10, the he rings at Albuquerque, New Mexico, and 
Part 11, the hearings at s ·al t La.k City, Utah. The hearings at Denver I Colo­
rado, have not yet been printed. 

Contributions to Local Government 
A new approach to the problem of con ributions to costs of local government 
by conservation lands is afforded by R. R. 45i5 introduced by Representative 
1f.bitten on March 29. It provides tha where lands of th e kind described in 
the bill are parts of local entities q government which have issued bonds 
that are liens a gainst the r eal proper within such entities and are to be 
paid off or liquidated from taxes levie again~t the real property, the 
United Btate s shall within a prescribed eriod pay the local entity a sum 
which would bear the same proportionate lationship to the bonded debt as 
the val~e · ~f tho ~ederal land holdings be rs to the total value of the real 
property within the entity. Such payment, however, apparently would not 
affect the annual contributions otherwise ade by such l ands. 

W. 0 . Visitors 
C. P. Winslow, Director of the Forest Produc s Laboratory, arrived Hol).day 
to spend a week or so in the W. 0. He is loc t ed in Room 5211, Ext. 5653. 

G. M. Hunt, Assistant ·ni'rec.tor· 
consulting on program matters. 

Extra Food for Lo ggers · 

also in the w~ o. 
Room 5208, Ext. 5653. 

The first step in a new pro gr am to provide extra. food r ations to men employed 
in heavy industry hs.s been announced by the OPA. 

An order announced on April 10 provides extra foo only for ldggers, primarily 
those vho eat at logging camps and other on-the-jo eating places -- but food 
n eeds of men in other heavy industrie s are now bei~g computed, OPA said, and 
a s soon as these a r e complet ed, supplementary ratio~s will be provided for 
them. It b ecome s effective April 20, 1944, and the extra rations ~~11 be 
allowed for periods starting May l, 1944. Provision is also made in the order 
for supplementary rations for individual loggers who live in isolated areas 
where they cannot get necessary amounts of fresh foo s. 

(OPA DAILY BULLETIN) 

f'-----.- · 
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CHRISTMAS GREET:rnGS FROM THE CHIEF 

My heartiest Christmas greetings to you all. 

This year it would seem that "Peace on Earth, Good 
Will to Men" is a concept that has been all but 
blacked out. But has it? Never in the history of 
the world was there more hope for the attainment of 
that ideal. The rising tide of the worldwide inter­
est in the Four Freedoms and in the rights of the 
common man point to a day when universal peace and 
good will may be a lasting reality. And in the 
achievement of that ideal the Forest Service can and 
will play its part. 

Our Forest Service Family today is scattered to 
the four corners of the whole earth - working and 
fighting. The men and women who have left the home 
arc are es9ecially in our thoughts at this Holiday 
season. 

Thus far, I believe we at home have kept faith with 
those who have left to fi ght the bigger fight of 
the moment. For those of us at home there can only 
be this firm resolve - that we wili, for our part, 
do all we can to help shorten this war and to bring 
to reality the ideals for which we are fighting. 
May that day, when most of us can be together again 
at a truly Merry Christmas Time, come soon! 

Most sincerely, 

~'~{ Y 
LYLE F. WATTS, Chief 
Forest Service 
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Washington Office Inf'onr..ation Dis est, February 8, 1943 

(CO:t-."FFDENTIAL .- SERVICE) 

Chief Talks to the Family 
A fanily nieet ing of '. i~shington 
Mr. Lyle Watts, on Februar.r 5. 
we believe would be o'f spec iaJ. 

Of fice employees vras ad<!ressef: by our new Chief, 
Some of the highlights of }::r. ~Jatts' talk which 

interest to the field , follow: 

It seeJr;S to me that tLe years just a head al'e always critical years, 
yet I t h ink that nest vrould asree t!lat in this instar-ce the years 
ahead are espe~ially cri tical for forest conservati 'Jn. 

First there is t~e o'":>ligation to use ou= forest res:mr0es and o'..l. r 
p9rsonr-.el t'o make ·the greatest possible 'contribu·ci o:..1 -co win the war. 
I arr. sure that in tliis wo ar·e makins; a real sacri fice. In meny 
areas v;e were cutti~ cur i'orest3 too fast befcre t he w·c.r, a nd that 
over-cuttint; ha s bee~l stepped up p:reatly. Frankly , t b..?. t doesn't 
cause us much los s of sleep if it reelly help3. I t doos p oint to 
positive act ion to rec".'..l.C f. t::e cut h:.:~ediatcly the :peac<J c :::>mes. 

The other sncrifice in f or'3st conservati en which to ;-<",e seems to sen::;e­
le:.::s and unnecessG.ry is the dep,ree to which i!'lpro:')er cutt ing of our 
forests is going on. I e ive full measure of credit t o all those 
private operators who are following good forest ::ractice, and there 
are many. Yet the fact still remains t h at too r:Tu~:1 of t he private 
land is being cut ove r badly. I wish you woulc read t: ~e stor~r of the 
railroad tie c t:.tting at 1.ior:ton, ~'/asnngton, in t 1:e F ebruar y issue of 
American Fores~,;s. Tu me t ha t's what I ca ll a horrible example. Th&t 
youn:s f or e s t be;ing cut is grov-ling faster now t han at a~1y time during 
its 100 years of life. ~Iaste is t:xce ssive. A fire hazard is being 
created wh.ic!1 rrill be hard to cope with, and the futur0 of a comr~.unity 

is being jec~ardi~ed through improper handling of a forest resource. 
And t l:a t i n e. region V'hore w·e ha-ve .:me-third of all t :r..e m~turo and 
over-mature f orests in the Unitej States. That's just on o example of 
the problems the war creates. I could give many. 

The second !i'.ajor !lroblcm has to do with post-war. doannds on the 
.American forests. II! my judgment the :::1oxt groa t adv c:.nce in modern 
civilization will be in the Orient, the.; so-ca lled b::tc lcvl'ard cm;.ntries 
of Asia ·dth their· millions of unC.cr-privilo~cd peo-.;>l e . ~he .Am9rican 
fore sts will hav o t o holp in t hat develop.rr.ent. 

Second only to the great doveloJ).!;'lont job in .dsin o.nd ~:1uc~1 more urgent 
in point of time ·.::ill bo the reconstruction o~ tho t (:·'.'I!'..S o.nd cities 
of Europe and ~orth Africa. Prompt rcconstruct~~n wi J J. be one c. id to 
avoid r evolution. Again Ar11.erican f orests ,.·ill b .} dra-.n~ on for 'NOod 
products. 

Our 0wn homo-)nl.ilding progran: wa;;; aJ.re::tdy way behind. before tl:e vro.r. 
and now oven<!n.ujor repairs ar G cut f or t ho durat i on. '.11len the war 
is over there· v.rill be ncvd for the ~roa.tcst h0:mo building era. we ha.ve 
ever se0n in -~crica . 

(Over) 
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Tho dizc·ovories and developments in t ho field of 
E~s u result of tho war will C!Oate g:roat dornanCi.s pr oducts. 

Along 1 of those will bu t he need t o prcvide full er.iploy-
mont a ir wages t o our m•m folks. _Millions of 'IUl' boys Wil l be 
muster ed out of tho armed f~rcos ~d they must n~t f ail t o find 
reo.Cy work . War indm:tr~/ workers must nC'It bo t hr0w.u 0 n rcliof whilli 
:-.ur ponce time' industr y rebuilds . Again .our lorest ].ands e re just 
waiting t o provide j JbS for our pe~ple •••• 

Can we bring th0se j obs and thnae people needing jobs together so 
that 'Hli' natur ul resources will be a growing rat:u~r than a dwindling 
ass et '? 

That 's t he two j nbs uhead . Win the war and then •:in t he peace . Vle 
have ·,ur big purt t a pl ay and as a ·t eam we can do it. 

BClard Abolished --·-'1ry Board , which was established by Mclrt'0r andum to . Chief's of 

d~fined by Memor un 
functi ons and resp 
by the Office of P 
t hat Office 111ay os 

dated June 8 , 1923, and the functions of which were further 
\mi. :·ro . 819 , 0f ?Jay 12,1939 , is h0reb~r abr·lished. . The 
nsibili tiae. horetoforo vest 3d i n the B0s::--d ~vill bo perf1rmed 
ant and OpGrations throw)1 such '1rgan:!.zati0n as t he Chiof ·1f 

(Secret:.ry ' s !.·1em"'r .mdUill No . 819, Suppl. 2 , Feb. 3) 

l'iildlife Conferenc 
i:iembers of t he For s t Service who will partici_pate in t ho Z~.ghth North :..raerican 
~iildlife Conferenc , t o be held Ft Denver, Colorado , E'ebruz.ry 15 1 16, and 17 
ere : Regional Fares er P eck , who will speak on t he su0ject 01lkanagement of ·,'lild 
Lo.nJ.sn in t he gener \ 1 session on pi •:meering in post- Y;ar conserv~tion; 111' . E. A. 
Schilling , R- 8 , Fre \~ . John;,on , R- 3 , and B~rry c. Par.!.c, :h- 2 , who v:ill present 
papers ciuri~ thE:j t chnic c::.l seS"dions . 1"' spocitil evening se.ssion will be held 
for consider<ltion ot Forest Service and State m2.tters under t h3 guid~nce of Dr. 
II . L . Shantz, '/l . 0 . 

• 
Foresters in Demand f~r Tropical \'fork 
The Forest Service waS\ recently requeated to suggest the nar..e 0f a forester 
com:!)etent t o size up ";;he site and climatic conditions and reco;.:.r;;end species for 
planting in a proposed teforest~ticL project in Peru. This is only one of 
numerous r equests t hat npw c ome to the Service for f~resters for t r opical work . 
1!any , but not a l l of the~e requests, concern work in t he forestry field, the 
particular truining which f oresters get having ma de the:·.;. useful ·:m other lines 
of work. This is now beihg recognizeG. by many of the yv.:..r .... eencies, which is 
resulting in incre~sing intGrest in fortJsters f c:r v ari0t.s lines of activity. 
The Washington Office woulP. be gl:.d t n nave the names nnd experience records of 
foresters in or 0ut of the Forest Sei"'rice ·Nho mi ght be interested in durc ti ~n 
.1 .... bs in Centra l or S·)uth Jo~~ricr1 on Vl:lr pr ojects. D3-t a sh•)nld be sent t -:> the 

Vl . O. Division of P~rson .. "1el .· ·:ne..gern.ont , :nC!rked f">r tho :ttteati on of J0rest Ro -
~ er..rch . 

Hunted: (.h.ttention 'fi • 0 .) \ 
Informction as t o the wh13r eub"lut s of :-t l 0.:tthor covered rotary executive chair, 
formerly used by :r.:r . Silc-:.x . Tl"..e ch.::t ir is n0odcd f0r r:r . ::.:1tts' "~ffi co . Please 
c ommu.aicnt e nny infoTI.1ati on on its l ocaticn t o 1-.:rs . Cr1c::er, ~'Ct. 5842 , or 
Mr. Lund • Ext. 549 3. 

- 2 -
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(CO~~IDENTIAL - SERVICE) 

Lyle F. Watts Named to Coordinate USDA Farm Labor Activities 
Secretary of Agriculture V/ickard announced yesterday the appointment of Lyle F. 
Watts, Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, as an assistant to him with a 
special assignment to coordinate farm labor activities of the Department. 1~ . 

Watts is taking over his new duties immediately. (USDA Press Release) 

Mr . Horace J. Andrews has been designated. by Acting Chief Clapp to serve as 
Acting Regional Forester of R-6. 

Regular Hours of Duty Required n November 11 but not on November 26 
Notice has been received. that re lar hours of duty will be required of employees 
of the Department of Agriculture both at Washington, D. c. and in the field serv­
ice on Armistice Day, November 11, 1942, in view of the war . Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26, 1942, is a l egal pu~ic holiday, and regular hours of duty will not 
be required. of employees of the D partment on that day . 
(Secretary's kemorandum No • 1045, November 3) 

Pontoon Lumber Given Higher Ceilin~s 
Adjustment of the maximum prices or pontoon lumber has been made by OPA to take 
account of the rigid s pecificatio s to which this lwnber is cut . This action, 
taken through an amendment to the regulation covering Douglas Fir and Other West 
Coast Lumber, establishes new and higher dollars-and-cents price ceilings for 
six of the 13 types of pontoon lwrtber covered in the regulation. (OPA-DAILY 
BULLETIN 10/31) 

A Noteworthy Fire Law Enforcement ecord 
A gener a l SQ~ry of the fire situation shows that up t o October 5 in 1941 there 
were 180 forest fires where laws were violated on or near t he Cumberland Nat ional 
Forest in Region 7. To the same d~te in 1942 one hundred sixteen simil ar fires 
which burned 2,744 acres . Law enf~rcement alone has not caused this substantial 
reduction, but it apparently has b en a major factor . 79 cases (68%) were initi­
ated criminally or civilly. Out o these 79 cases, 59 (or 75%) have been vron. 

· fuos t of the penalties were rilnimum fine and co~ts for mi sdemeanors (about ~20 .00). 
Nearly :;P500 in damages were collect\ed. One llk'ln was s ent t o the penitentiary for 
a year . But the important t hings dr\ e the fi;res prevented, the money saved, and 
the laborers r el E::as ed for effective work in war or r elated industri es. 

11New Type of Pioneer Needed", says Louis Bromfie ld 
!~a~e~=~~~t meeting of Friends of t r Land, Louis Bromfield made the following 

I am not a scientist . I am only a farmer and writer vtho loves t his 
country very dearly and who does not want to s ec it betrayed by its 
own people and despoiled. . +ndustr y is only about 150 years old in 
this country. Agriculture is et ernal. ile need a nev1 type of pioneer, 
not to ruin the country, to r es t or e it. I call on all men and w~nen 
of goodwill to join this movement . It is later t han we think. 

(Over) 
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New Spr ay f or Bar k BeetlP~ 
A new and hi ghly effect ive chemical spray f or control of b:trk beGtles on certain 
speci es of western pine will, whe n a vn.il:.lbh. in quant i t y , el i minate t he ha z.?..rd ous 
a nd. expensive method of ·dest roying the ·immat ure broods by ·fire . However , urt ho­
dichlorobenze ne , a chemical us ed in t l:w spra~·, is i n dam::md for wa r purposes , 
a ccording to Du Pont chemists , so that \'Tides1)reu.d use of the~ beetle s pr ay may 
not t ake pl ace f or s erne time to comE: . The nE:w penetrating beet le spr ay, cons :is t­
ing of one part by volume of orthodichlorobem>:<.:ne n. r.d .fau.r ~)::l.rts of ordinary 
Diesel oil whi ch, ·when us ed on · infested t r e·:.:s of' t hin- iJarl:-:cd speci·es; 'kil l s 'the 
i nsects . The oi l :tcts pr :i.n1-1.rily n.s the vehicle a nd penetr ant , and t h E:: ortho­
dichlorobenzene as the l ethal agency . Use l)f t~is s :>ray r ed uces labor 'r equire­
ment's and eliminates hazardous burnin:5 . (AGRICULTURAL ]\JEiNS lETTER, Sept ember­
October) 

Last Surru•!er 1 s Travel 
\ 

A questionnaire on 1942 Swnmer travel sent by t he Natiom.l Assocht.i.Jn of 
Travel Offic ials t o r es or t s througho:.1t the country has r esulted ir. so.11e inter­
esting figures assembled by ·the different districts . The ave rage decr ease in 
this Swn.rner' s t ravel, compared with il.CJ41, w:1.s 44 per~ ent, some areas reporting 
a n 80 per cent drop,' others a dr op of \ 2iJ to 50 perc ent. Mor e t han half t he 
replies blamed t ii•e and gasoline rat~onine for t he tr.wel r ed uctlo!I . One- third 
of the replies showed that 60 percent of the t r :'.vel w0.s by automobile , 40 per­
cent by public car r ier·. In long-clist!ilnce t ruvel a sui'lr!l..''l.ry of the ·questionnaire 
revealed the aver age drop to be 63 per cent . 

Following are regiona~ sunu•1arie~ of th~ ~wruner busin.~ss : · ~ew. Engla.n~ .o~-~ 25 
to 75 percent; At lant1.c Coas t orf 40 to o5 per cent; ventr .:tl s ·c.ates of.f 20 t o 
50 percent; Rocky r:;ount a ins off 10 t o 6~ percent; Pacifi c Northwes t off '75 to 
80 percent; Soutl'wvest off 31 to 55 perce,nt. _ 

The ·character-of the Summer travel ref ledt ed wartime chanses as follows : 
44 percent r eported nunerous defense-worh.~r vacationists ; 9 percent a f ew defense 

~:·::~K 2:I:::·::t::.:n:::ase, and 13 p\cent no change, 
Letter of Instructions Sent FFFS Co~rdinator s 
N~ . David P . Godwin, National Coordi nat or of FFFS , has prepared and furnished t o 
the State Ar ea Coordinators so far appointed a l etter of i nfor nation and i nstruc­

·t ions . This letter , which is a ki nd of manual, covers su.ch subjects as State 
· organizat~on framework, local coordi nators, r ecruiting , r egistration, enrollment , 
certificates , a r m bands and other insignia, tr ining pr ogram, mobil ization, re­
po r ts , orgar:ization·relo.tionships , women ' s pl at i n FFFS , gasoline r ationing, etc. 
Copies of t he l etter have been furnished t o the egi ons a11.cl other age:1cies . 

Douglas Fir 
Sales and deliver ies of Douglas-fir luntber, after Gctober 29, by prqducers v;ho 
come within the provisions of Li.rnitation Order L-2 8 , were r emoved l:iy V/PB f rom 
the restrictions of M-208, which r eg:.1lates the sof wood l umber industry, and may 
be made oniy to the Central Procuring Agency for the ar·rned ser vices and t heir 
agents," or t hrough t he lum0er pr oducts br ailC!1 at t he di r ectivn of the dir ector 
genera l for oper a.t i ons . (Vict or y , November 3) . 

- 2-
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Constitution Staff Photo-H. J . Slaytoo 
STUDYING THE MAP-Lyle F. Watts (left), new U. S. chief forester, discusses with 
Joseph C. Kircher, regional forester for the southeast , the territory they have just cov­
ered on a 10-day tour. The chief is finding women in many forest offices. 
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THE CHIEF VISITS DENVER Chief liatts arrived in Denver on January 13 to 
attend the annual meetlng of the Nner i can National Livestock Association . 
He talked to For est pe:nnittees at a sesoion of the convention l ast evening . 
Tonir;ht he will speak at a meeting of . the Centra l Rocl:y Uountain :::.ec;;tion 
of the Society of American Foresters on a for e st pr ogram for t he United 
States . Saturday morning he will have a confer ence with Division Chi efs 
and Supervi sor s f r om Forests close to Denver - Messr s. Averill, Joy , 
Heaton, Keithley, French and Hutton. He wi ll r eturn to 1"ashington Saturday 
evening. 

TIMBF.R SALVAGE REPORT A copy of a r eport of the Forest Ser vice programs 
r esult :mg from the New Enr;land hurricane of September 21, 1938 has been 
r eceived in the Regi onal Office. This 594 - page mi meographed documEmt, 
prepar ed by the New Eng l and Timber salvage Administration , gives a his­
torical and factual ac count of the hazard reduction and timber salvage v10rk 
made necessary by the hurricane. The experiences and findings devel opei 
on this project will be of value to others who at some later dat e may 
have occasion to car ry on a similar or related pr oject . It is well illus ­
trated. Hember s of the Region who wer e connected with the project will 
undoubtedly wi sh to borrow t his r epor t from the Library . 

CHRISTMAS TREE AFTERMATH Reports from all over the country tell of an 
over supply of Christmas r ees that r esulted fr om the earlier r eport of 
high prices . An unusually lar ge number of trees were cut from private land 
in the moul!tains tr ibutary t o Denv er. The price on the Denver mar ket was 
~ 1 .00 a foot in the e~1·ly art of the season , but this pr ice gr adually 
dropped so that for several days before Christma s the buyer could name his 
own pr ice . About 10, 000 trees were cut on the Pike which is about half of 
the av erage munber cut in the past.. However , the cutting of Chri stmas 
trees on the Roosevelt i ncr eased from 5 , 000 to 17, 000 , most of which were 
mar keted in the towns to the east of the Forest . 

I t is estimated that about 20, 000 trees wer e left on dealers' hands on 
Christmas eve in Denver and sur pluses were reported from coast to coe.st . 
An Associated Press dispatch from Boston stated that the Boston and Maine 
Railr oad bt~ned twenty- one car l oads of trees that had not even r eached a 
g lutted market . This condition is a str ong ar gument for federal r egulat ion 
of private f or est l and cut much of which has been destructive for Christmas 
trees in contr ast with National Forest Christmas t r ee· cut which is on the 
basis of thinni ng for the impr ovement of the stand . 

ANNUAL LIVESTOCK EDITIONS The Denver "Recor d Stockman" and ''\7estern Fann 
Life" annual editi ons have been r eceived . The Record Stockman c ontains 
232 pages with many good a r ticl es and beautifully illustrated. There 
are sixteen full-page artistic pictures of r anch and r ange scenes and many 
other small pictur es all on slick paper . Among the articles i s one by 
Chief For ester '."iatts entitled "Denver Fr ont Door to Re.nges" as wel l a s 
a rtic l es by Urs. Avon Denham on "The Life of a For est Ranger's "\fif~" 
and " Beef Production and Stock ~a.tes " by '~·.'allace !If . Johnson of the Rocky 
Mountain Forest and Range Ex periment Station . 

The V!es t er n Farm Life annunl edition is not quite so elaborate. It con­
tains many inter esting art ic l e s, including one by ·ifallace M. Johnson of 
the Experiment Station entitled "Range Studies Reveal Inter est ing Factors." 



... ·· 
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IMPORTANT 

EQUIPMEHT REPAIR RATES The new equipment repair r ates shown in FC-D3-3 
Region Two suppl ement of 1-1-44 will not become effective until July 1, 
but were sent out at this time in order to enable Supervisors to prepare 
a llotment estimates for F.Y . 1945, 

000 

Promotion - from Fir st Lieutenant to Captain - 1':alter L. Schipull , DAAF, 
Douglas, .Arizona - Con~;ratulations Vfalt . 

00 0 

Forest officers, please submit clippings from local nffivspapers with 
reference to "The Report of the Chief of the Forest Service, 1943." 

000 

Lt. (jg) Robert A· Lerchen, US~ffi, is in the Naval Training School at Harvard 
University for a four months ' course in communications, after completing 
the basic indoctrination traininG at t he University of Arizona. Bob had 
two weeks' leave at his home in Cody during the holidays. His pres ent 
course includes ten one-hour classes daily, 

RESIGNS Ytrs . Evelyn Williams, retir ement clerk in Personnel Management ' 
during the past two years, resigned effective January 31 . She plans to 
return to home duties. Mrs. Williams first entered the Service in 
November 19~3 in the Division of Operation, 

APPOI NTIIENTS Dorothy J. Sebal, hles s enger, RO . 
Harry Van Honings, Storekeeper, CP. 

The Wyoming State Game a nd Fish Comr•tiss i on has announced the promotion of 
State Game v:arden Lester Bagley to State Game and Fi sh Conuni s sioner • This 
positi on (formerly Executive Secret ary) has not been fill ed s ince the 
resi~;nation of Dr . John r· . Scott of the University of ·-yoming . Since that 
time the a.uthori ty has been dtvided between Bagley P.S •. State Game v;arden 
and James C. Simpson as State Fish Vfarden. 

000 

Albert F. Potter, in charge of Grazing fr om the time of his entrance into 
the Forest Service, at the request of Gifford Pinchot in 1901, until 
his retirement in 1920, died r ecently in Califor nia . He will be r ecalled 
by many old-timers in the Forest Service. He was successful t o a marked 
degree in fostering and n~intaining har monious relationship between the 
Federal Government and stockmen. 

000 

Forests were advised by note on Ur. Zirnmerli's A- SUPERVIS ION, General 
circular letter of December 28 that old bill of lading f orms should be 
used until June 30, 194~ . If any Forest has more of these f orms on hand 
than will be requ ired befor e that date , please send them t o the Regi onal 
Fiscal .Ar;ent. 

00 0 

For the Region, participation in payroll deductions vras 95% f or DecE:mber 
and 11% of the total payroll . Ten of the twenty-one Forests have full 
participation, and only two Forests are les s than 10% in purchases, Denver 
leads the nation in the number of agencies whi ch have obtained 100% partic­
ipation and 10% deduction or above as well a s in 90% participation and 
10% deduction . 
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Reaction of C.entral Rocky Mountain Section Meeting to Forest Program 
Region 2 reports that the meeting of the Central Rocky Mountain Section of the 
Society of American Foresters which 1tr. 1/atts addressed on the evening of 
January 14 was attended by seventy- five members and nonmembers , including lead­
er s in education· at Colorado State College , Colorado Forestry Association , 
members of Government and State agenc.ies , and a. prominent farm news editor. 
The Region says that Mr. Watts ' discussion of a forest program for the United 
States was very well received and there was no adverse criticism of the program 
he outlined. A few questions were r aised suggesting that there might be public 
reaction. to the further extension .of publi c regulation as ev.idenced by the 
antagonism to OPA and other regulations during war years . Opposition to the 
Volstead Act and National Prohibition was cited as legislation for which full 
public support was lacking. It was suggested the same condition might result 
with compulsory forest regulation. Mr. Watts pointed out that the Volstead Act 
involved person~l liberties! whereas , ' the proposed regulat ion of forest lands · 
was for the public ' good on the same basis as regulations of railroads , airplane 
and highway traffic , etc . , which are generally accepted. 

President Roy M. Green of Colorado State College stated that he was irr.press~d 

with the need for action on the basis of conserving our land for the future. 
He point·ed: out that World Wars I and II were mainly caused by an effort to get 
more resources by Nations that had become highly industrial ized and their . 
resources largely used up, the "have not" nations endeavoring to get these .. re­
sources back by hook or crook. He feels that if this Nation becomes too highly 
industrialized ~nd does not take care of its soil and other resour~es, they 
may becorrre dissip·ated nnd another generation in this country may find itself 
with resources ~xpausted and among the "have nots . " 

New State Forester i 

Effective February 1 1 • W. c. H~merle is resigning his present position as 
State Forester of South Carolina to become Forester for the Southern Pine Asso­
ciation, with headqua~e s in New Orleans . Mr. Charles H. Fiory, form~rly with 
the North Carolina Forest Service and with many years of southern forestry . 
experience , will replace • Hanrnerle as State Forester of South Carolina. 

Girl Scouts Report Increase in Forest Conservation 
The Girl Scout Headquarters n New York report an excellent increase in conser­
vation interest, attributed 1 rgely to the Ranger Aide project in their War 
Service Program. A recent let er states that "the sale of the Tree Finder Badge 
jumped from 3,735 in 1942 to 8, 29 in 1943. Our membership increase, which 
~would account for some of that , was 1~ . 4 percent. It all means there has been 
a decided in'crease in interes t i trees . It is- the highest it has ever been. 
We are sure some of this increase is due to the fine cooperation we have had 
from the Forest Service, and we th\k you . " 

Masonite Corporation Employs New Fore$ter 
•. 

' . 

The Masonite Corporation of Laurel, Mississippi , has recently employed Nx • . Brooks 
Toler as forester and Assistant Personnel Relations officer. Toler was formerly .. 
Extension Forester of Mississippi and ~tate Forester of AlabalT!a. He resigned as 
forester for the Southern Pine Association to accept his new job with the Masonite · 
Corporation. 
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Budget Action on 1945 Appropriation Estimates 
Several inquiries have been received in thew. 0 . from pe~sons who have -received 
copies of the 1945 Budget. The questions follow the pattern: "What are the 
substantial increases shown in the 1945 Budget for your Bureau going to be used 
for?" 

As you know, only one ·increase was approved by the Budget Bureau -- that for 
timber sale administration. 

The questions are asked because of the form in which the 1945 Budget has been 
presented. In the 1945 column of the budgetary statenents overtime pay is 
included, while in the totals of the/ 1944 columns overtime pay is omitted be­
cause the supplemental appropriation for overtime pay l:.as not yet been passed . 
It might be well for the field to. keep this- in mind if questions arise about 
the 1945 appropriations of the Forest Service . The table included in the 
Information Digest of January 14 sh?ws the amounts included in the Budget and 
compares these totals with the 194~ appropriation plus· estimated overtime ·re­
quirements in 1944. In the printe Budget the only comparisons which can be 
readily made are between th e '1944 ppropriation (column 2 of the table in 
ID of January 14) and t he Budget a l owances for 1945 (column 5 of the same table). 
Obviously the conclusion reached b~ the casual reader is that we are receiving 
large increases in many of our ap r opriations. 

New Director of ·Food Distribution 
M. Lee Marshall, until recent ly irect or of Materials and Facilities , has been 
appointed Director of Food Distrfbution, effective January 15. He succeeds 
Roy F. Hendrickson who is to becpme Deputy Director' General of the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitati~ Administration. IV!r·. H~ndrickson was previously 
Chief of the Office of Personna! in the Department • 

. ' 
TPWP Notes 
At the r equest of the ~'/ar Produption Board, increased product ion of naval 
stores was included in the objEftives of the Timber Production War Project to 
the extent such -action could b1 taken without detriment to its objectives in 
the lumber and pulpwood producf ion field. 

The War Production Board has f~lled for budget estimates on timber production 
and requirements , production d supplies not later than January 31. 'Budget 
hearings are expected to be h ld in early February. 

Joseph Yencso, of the Region TPWP ~orce, has been detailed to OPA for 
approximately two months ~o cbnduct an industry-wide study of the cost of 
producing gum naval ~tore s . By r eason of his many years experience as 
Regional Supervisor of ·the Nruval Stores Conservation Pr ograms , Mr. Yencso 
is well qualified for this important assignment . 

(Over) 
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Lyle F. Watts Named New Chief 

.. · . ... :.r: 

s~~~~tary of. Agricu1ture"Wi'tk?l:'d today' announced the ·appointment of Lyle F. 
Watts, former .Regional Forester· from Portland, Or-e·gon, and in recent months 
an assistant to: th~ Secretary, as . Cnief of the FO"rest Service. 

I : - • 

His appointment fills the vacan-cy 't!aused ·by the "death of F. A~ · Silc.ox, who 
was Chief of the For~st Service from 1933 to 1939. Earle H. Clapp has been · 
in .cha.;rge. _as Acting Chief s.ince Mr. Silcox:' s death'. 

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, ·;in 1890.. He received the 
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the' Iowa .sta~e College in 1913; 
was granted the professional degree of Master of E'orestry in 1928. He 
entered the· Forest Servic~ July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the 
Wyoming National Forest. 

Mr. Watts has had broad training . .for the assignment as Chief of the ForestB( 8l 
Service. His experience includes service in ali .. pha.s as of 'the aaministra­
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to· Rcgional 
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research bz:oanch, includ:Lng 
four years as Director of the Northern Rocky Mountain For\o!st and Rang~ 
Experiment Stat.ion; and two years in the field t>f forestry e·ducation during 
which. time he organized' the ' Schooi of Forestry !lt ·the Utah Agricultural 
College. Mr. Watts' work in the Forest "Service has ba.en in four of the 
nine National Forest regions. His early work was . in the Int<mnountain 
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. ~is research experience was in 
the t!orthe"rn Rocky Mountain Re~ion vri'th headquart.ers at Hissoula, ~.fontana. 
In 1936 he was appointed ~egional Forester for the North. Central Region, · 
which includes the National Forests of Illinois , Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 1939 he vras transferred to 
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, ~ith head­
quarters at Portland, Or~gon. 

For the past two years Mr~ Watts has been Chairman of the Departmant of 
Agriculture committee dealing with post-war planning for the Pacific North­
west. 

. . 
Because of his wide ex-perience in employing, .. organizing,.. and dealing 'l.ri.th 
skilled and .unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with livestock men, 
construction outfits and. the public, he was brought to vrashington last 
fall to assist the Secretary in the acti vi tics of the Departnront r elated 
to farm labor. 

Secretary Wickard said, 11Mr. Watts• broad experience and understanding of 
the country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our ., 
forest land will be of PB;rti.cular. value in wartime. · He has a sound grasp. ~ ·· 
of a program designed to meet the requirements of this emergency as ·well as 

• the lon£ .range needs .of the nation in conserving and developing its forest 
lanQ.s • tf'"' • 



President Roosevelt's i~essage rncludes Praise .for.the Workers 
--' 

The following excer~ts are frop the President'~ ~essage t.o, th~ 78th Congress: 
.:-: \ • . _.. . ..:... . -~ ... ·~ ...... :."'!.. .. -" .. ... - ......... ~ .. .. ..... •. _.::~ - ....... , .. - .. : • .. • . .. ..... . 

As spokesmen for the United ~tates Gover~~nt,. you and I take off our 
hate to those responsible . fA:lr· . ..our..: . .America~.:pr.oduction-to the owners, ---­
managers and supervisors, to the draftsmen a.nd engineers, to the 
workers--men and women--in factories and arsenals and shipyards and 
mines and mills and .(Q.t'.~§.t;LG\Dd ];.S\i:lrQq,~.~ .s.n~-ID,.ghways. 

We take off our hats to the farmers who have faced an unprecendented 
task of feeding not only a great Nation but a great part of the world . 

We take off ·our hats to ail the ;Loyal,_ .~~oilymous, untirin,~ _me~ and 
women who have .~orked in private employment and in Government and who 
have endured rationing and other stringencies, with good humor and 
good will. We t.9-ke off our hats to . a;Ll . Americans who have c~ntributed 
magnificently'to 9~r common cause •••• 

In this war of survival we must keep before our minds not only the evil 
things we fight against, but the good things we are fighting for. we· · 

_ fight to retain· a great . past-we fight to · gain a. greater future •••• · ·.A 
tremen~ous, cost:j..y, long·-·en9.uring task in peace as well as in war is 
still ' ahead of us. But, as we face that continuing task, we may know 
that the state o.f this Nation is' good-~the heart of this Nation is sound­
the spirit of this Natipn is strong-the faith of this Nation 'is eternal. 

Printed Material for 1943 Wartime . F2r~st Fire Prev~ntio~ Cam~~gn t~ be Rea~y Soon 
Orders f or . p~inting :Wartime. Forest Fire Prevention Campaign ma:te:cial ha.y~·. been placed 
and the Government Printing Office has informally. promised that it will have ' the 
material off. the .presses and on its way to the various rlegional Foresters by 'February 
15 at the latest. The. orders call for 12 million two- color 3"x5" envelope stuffers , 
7~ million t wo-color 2~11x711 fire rules cRrds (on cardboard), 300 thousand 22"x28" 
4-color ·posters (on paper), l l+ thousand 11 11x28" 4-color car cards (on cardboard), 5 
thousand 4~color 24-sheet billboard posters, 100 t~ousand blac~ and white fag-oag-­
stickers, and 100 thousand pl ack and w~ite fag bag tags. In addition the bids will 
provtQ.e for OI?tional increases, . in case additional funds become available, of 
1,300, 00 stuffers , 5,0001 000 fire rules cards , 18,500 car cards, and 100,000 each of 
the fag bag stic~ers a~d tags • . 

~. . 
The above order · includes 101 change plates and 26 name strips, thus providing' for 
names of many individual States on the signature· s~rip for al~_ of the aboye items. 

Arrangements have also been made sp that the National.._ ~ark Service and the Office of 
Indian Affairs of the Department of ~he. Interior may use our b~sic de.s ign with their 
own nam~s rath~r than ou~s in the !ignature strip. 

Pr esident H.oosevelt Will·Speak t o American Farmers 
The Department of Agriculture has announced that President Roosevelt has accepted an 
invitation to speak by radio to American farmers on an all network program on Tuesday 
Jar.uari 12--the day the President desienated as Farm :~bilization Day. The Presi­
denc1s address wi ll launch a nationwide drive by the Department of Agriculture and 
other federal and state agencies to enlist every farmer in the United States in the 
1943 food produ~tion program. ' 

. tn addition to t he ,President; o+.~or internatioh~lls· lrnowri l eaders of ·the Uni-ted 
':}ations will speak from England, and vJa'shing'ton . An Amcri'can farmer and ·a farm 
woman will be heard from Chicago~ ·· ·The program will emphasize tht: relian~e of . the 
Uni.ted Nations on United States farmers for food and fiber to win the war··. 

(USDA Press Release) 
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Staff Meeting Notes 
At the large Staff meeting on Tuesday after:noon, March 14, Mr. Watts pointed out 
in connec~ion with the ,p~!fding program of.wqrk for.l944 that there are six 
r esponsibilities he be~ieves merit most. attention this year, i.e.: 

(l) ·_·we niJst driv~ forward in our· p:r:ogram to inform the peqpl~ of.)ihis 
country as to the true forest situation and the steps n~eded to correct that· 
situation. 

(2) We must improve the administration of our National Forest range 
resource to bring that administration up to the standard set in timber mana~e­
ment and fire oontroi. 

(3) We must perfect plans for the full part that forest land in general 
and the National Forests in particular should play in helping to meet the · 
post-war emergency and future needs. 

(4) We must work to extend and to improve the administration of cooperative 
relations with the States and other cooperating agencies arid individuals. 

(5) Vie must continue to handle our many war-c.onnected jobs in such a way 
as to as~ur~ the greatest possibl~ contribution to an early victory. 

(6) ·we must strive to establish forest research on a. scale consistent 
with tne need for it in facilitating the a~ove objectives. 

Mr. Watts said he wished each one would t~e these responsibilities to heart 
insofar as any one of. the six points apply to h~m personally, beca,use .they are 
by and large all-Service jobs which everyone ought .to t~e very seriously. 
In the discussion that followed Mr . Lo veridge said in a l etter trE!-nsmitting 
copies to the field Mr. Watts has pointed out that the work plans from each 
Division were based on a request for information as to just what are the major 
problems to be considered during the coming year; that these statements were 
prepared with the idea ·they :vould ( 1) proviqe a base for more detailed W. 0 . 
Division and Regiqna~ · programs and plans (2) furnish a 'ready reference for each 
of us as to the other's specia l plans and (3) show the basis, in part , for 
field schedules this season. 
~ . 

Mr. eochran, who has just eturned from a six weeks' trip to Regions 1, 6, 5, 
and 3, tol~ of some of the ersonnel problems discussed with people in Regiona l 
Offices, at National Forest .-eadquarters, and ~n Ranger Di stricts, and discussed 
briefly the reactions of the field to them. He said the p~omotion policy now 
in effect, as covered bJ• c ire lar letter PM. No. 42..:59, has the support of the 
Re[ions as a whole, especiall vnth r egarq to the r ecruiting of technical men 
in the ranger position. At th present time, he smd, from 40 to 46 percent 
of the rangers in the Regions v sited have had technical tra.i ning, a considerably 
larger percentage of the Supervi ors, and a widely varying percentage in 
Regional Offices. The percentage for rangers, however, is not entirely 

L-------------~------~------------------------~~~---------------
(Over) 
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r epresentative since it excludes many of the younger men, who are i n the armed 
forces. He said the tests that Eri-e· ·biring~ u-serl· to qualify nontechnical men 
recommended for ranger posi tionp, ,have in. mal'l~ cases b.e~n misunderstood . As a 
means of determining' merely a··man• S".qUatlfi tions to· fi11 the-- i irunediate job 
they have been considered superfluous . As means of determining his capacity 
for advancement, however, (am'· thi.s i :S· the-·r real -intent) their value is mor e 
r eadily appreciated. With r egard to inte -Regional transfers, the Regions wer e 
ve ry cooper ative but insistent that they e made with due considera~ion for 
norma l lines· of promot.fon within the ·Re •\ · 

.... . . . . . 
The Regions, Ml".- -C-oc-hrl'in s·aid, !favorable a.ttit.ude t-oward the· r etire-
ment pr ocedure as s et up at pre s ent a tl in every case favo r ed observing the 
procedure with a · minimum of· exceptio The advantage~ of -r et irement ~der 

the ·present law are not ful'ly unders ood in· many in'stances·.and an· ef fort i :s· · . · · 
being made by Regional Divisions of . M to cr eate a. be t ter understanding. The 
Regions generally ar e pleased with he Department's determination r egar d ing 
the s even- day work week for l ookou s and guards.;·· · ' 

1tr . Cochran said that the field g nerally had very good success with 16- and 
17-yea.r -old boys during' the l ast ummer sea.sonp ·Especially was this t r ue when 
they were used in 'crews under ·fo emen skille.d in handl·ing ·.boys, such as high 
school teachers and coache s fro . for. eSt CO'!JU!tUnftie·s . ,·Women . wer e a lso used 
successfully as l ookouts and in some cases as dispatcher s . · ·There were few 
cases wher e the women d i d not rk out Vle ll; in many cases they were considered 
to have done as good wo rk a.s m n · and ·in (jther cases ·they pr oved . better , being 
more a l ert and ·more accurate handling r ecords . .In some cases a man and wife 

-were employed tog~ther, the w f e as l ookout and the man as fireman, 

All Regions ; Mr . Cochr an sai, a r e interested in seeing · that · everything possible 
is done to take care of r e t ing v eterans and to give them job s. Some men 
discharged from the armed f rces a r e e.lread~r r eturning ·and making applications 
for jobs. Some of the Reg· ns 'a re in touch with l ocal r epr esenta.ti vos of ·the 
Veterans ' Administration a d a r e considering with them the problems involved. 
In this connection, :y~ . Co hra.n mentioned that the Society of Amer ican- For esters 
has t wo commtttees- ~~rkin on the problem-- a. manpowe r committee· and a. post-w~r 
educa tion committee·; Regi ns ar e making ana.lyS'es of line- of-retreat obligations 
and available positions th which they can 'be met , Res'!+lts from one · such ··' 
analysis that has been c mpleted ·a.nd from anothe r that is still in tentative 
form are encouraging . ~ 

Some interesting figure regarding the tremendous increase in Fiscal · Control 
work were given by Mr . ving •. · Ten majo r · emergency pro·jec:ts which have ·made 
a.ccountin~ procedures r e complicated and vo luminous · are : the Texas ' Timber 
Salvage Pr ogram, fina.n ed by a. co r poration and the Forest S~rvice hand l ing 
.it as officers of the corpor ation ; NETSA, financed by the Disaster Loan 
Corporation and hand l din the same mann~r; the Alaska ·Spruce Log PTogram , , .. 
financed by the Commo ity Cr edit Corporation ; TPWP, f inanced by the War Pr o- ·. 
duction Boar d; Guayu e pr o·ject , financed out of a Congressional appropriation ; 
War Mapping pr oject , financed by the- Vfa.r Department ; Aircraft 'v'.'arning Service ; 
Naval Stores Progra ; Access Road P.r.oje·cts ; Conscientious Objector C!J.111pS . 
In addition to thes ten major emetgency programs there are ,99 working f unds 
growing out of the e.r wnich tota1 in the aggregate abo~t e l even mil lion do l lars . 
Y.o'st of these are r esearch projec·ts , many of them handled a.t the Forest Products 
Laboratory . The requirements -for ·handling these working funds e.r-e various and 
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LYLE F. WATTS-blazea in t1e Yellowstone Nat· I Par~ 
a1 a youthful forest r~nJl.r. he wa.s a65iste.d. by a youn£, 
cavalry officer JONATHAN WAINWRIGHT. 

JS Praised On Sustained Yield Plan Forest Service 
, declared there was consic!­
Jle "misunderstanding" of 
prognm. 

ence between h igh and low dustries, Inc. and publisher of I 
yields." the Montesano, Wash., Vidette. 
Master Unit Announced F . S. McKinnon of the British 

Columbia forest service out-

I_ I 

Fi.nds Food 
ndrews also urged greater 
!SS road building, declaring 
'Ould halt seasonal logging, 
year-round labor and be 

·amortizing, 
llery Foster, research di­
or for the International 
•dworkers of America, .rup­
ing the CIO-sponsored pro­
n seeking immediate fed· 
control of cutting and sub­

ati'Jn, took exception to 
program of the American 
!stry association and the 
:rican Forest Products In ­
ries, Inc. as "highly in­
i~ent." 

r Re:~olutio.ns :Paned 
its resolutions, the asso­

ion called on the USDA and 
ior department to expedite 
:o-operative sustained yield 
ram; commended the AF A 
:ts forestry appra isal and 
·ogram; approved the work 
1ehal! of forestry of the 
cil of· S tate Governments; 
i the American · and Ca­
m governments t o increase 
Jrt of forest insect con­
indorsed the worlc o! 1he 
forestry boards, and urged 
·ess to give conside ration 
estern ser1ators- and r ep­
tatives wh~n making com­
e appointments in the pres­
congressional reo_rganiza-

its earlier sessions Friday, 
~ssociation heard S tuart · 
Portland. forest engineer 
te Western Pme associa-
assert sustained yield 

I be regarded "in terms 
ewable crops." 
! prosperity of the west­
ttes is bound irrevocably 
forest indust17," he said, 
like to believe we're en­
another phase-tha.t of 
growing anc forestry 

!ment." 

Horning announced that the lined plans his province has for 
secretary of interior had ap- new l~gisla tion, particularly in 
proved an order establishing the sustah1ed y ield. 
Siuslaw master unit--first of 12 Frank s. Sever, speaking fn 

!.Costs Doubled, 
in SYears 

such master units. behali of his law .partner, Sena-
Horning, ·who. is also chief t G c d c 1 · ' An in 

forester of the Oreg'on and Cali- or uy or OP,, ec ned state, crease of 106.5 per cent !or 
fornia land administration, de- county and City governments 40 items o! food staples purchased 
clared that about 60 per cent of are looking to JJus tained yield the last few months b.v region No. 1 
0. and c. lands would be under to provide ·them with more of the U. S. forest aervlce for use 
th t · d · ld 40 stabilized tax income. in the l!HEf-47 season over the same 
ce~t"!,!~ryJ b~I\e1an~ut .P!: Urging more complete tim- items purchased lor tile 1941-42 sea-
defini tely." ber use, Earl W. Tinker, execu- son baa peen revealed by a silrvey 

After eight years, o. and c. tive secretary of the American Just completed, announced Llovd E. 
.lands are now r.eturning $460,- Paper and Pulp association, Noel, regional supply, officer, Thurs­
·ooo a year, after operating costs predicted, h is industry will use day. The list covers subsistence items 
and payments in lieu of taxes, 30,000,000 cords of wood by used bv administrative, fire fighting, 
he added. 1960, in and address before the pre-suppr&sion, blister rust and. 

James W. Girard of Port· Columbia river section of the other personnel who carry -on the 
land, pointing out that south- Society of American Foresters. forest service progr~. he said. 
ern operators have taken the New O:ificeru Named Rationing o! suaar was declared 
lead in inaugurating the pro- responsible for that commodity ris-
gram, asserted that nationally Associa~ion trustees Thurs- ing only 34 per cent above the 1941· I 
there are under sustained yield day mor nmg elected new offi- 42 mark. He stated that it was one 
57 per cent o_f pu~!ic lands, 71 j cers hea~ed as president by E. of the lowest price jumps. At the 
of forest service timber 39 per. C. Reth~ of the ·Clearwater other extreme, Noel reported, 1s a , 
cent of large p r.i.v:.te _holdi?gs, I 'l:imber: Protective _association I leap df approximately 400 per cent •l 
g per cent of medlUm-sized a • Lew1ston, Idaho. He succeeds in . strawberry jam prices, however, 

1 priva te holdings and a "r.egli- Y.:enneth ~- Walker of West- l none was' purchased this year. 
gible" amount of small hold- I wood, Cal. I The procurement and supply ex­
ings. In the Pacific No!'thwe.~t I . Othe:- ;1ew ~i'ficers inc!ude?: pert noted increa.ses for di!terent 
only ap!_Jroximately 200,000 First v;ce-pre:udent, ~· .J. Fil- Lypes of commodities as follows: 
a cres are und-er the p rogr am, berg o ... Comox Loggmg com- ~ Canned fruits, 142 per cent; canned 
he said. pany, Vancouve:, B. C.; vlce- vegetables, l :l5; assorted · jams, ~08; 

The - department of aer icul- · president for Idaho, Harry smoked meat-s such a.s barns and 
ture is committed to applying Shellworth, Boi_se; vice-pr~si- · bacons, l40; beef , 66; pork, 70 ; dairy 
management principles ·'to the dent for Washmgton, P. D . . products such as milk, butter and 
53.000,000 acres of nation al..for- Edgell, Seattle; vice-president 
ests of the West as rapidlv a·s for California, E. B. B1rming- cheese, 120; beverages such as tea 
possible," declared Ira J. Mason ham, Samoa; vice-president f or o.nd coffee, 82; canned milk, 116; 
of Washington, D . C., chief of o.regon, ~ - B . Tanner, Portland; pota.tles; lS9; syrup, 112. 
the division oi timber manage- VIce-president for Mont:ma , W. Only a. fraction of the purchases 
ment of thi! U. S. forest service C. Lubrecht, Bonner; secretary, have been delivered so tar to for· 
Sm 11 0 H ld K · ' Clude S . Martin, Tacoma; treas- est se:rrlice warehouses, much of it 

• wners 0 •Y urer, C. S. Cowan, Seattle; as- being scheduled to arrive in January · 
Anderson said sustained yield sistant secretary and treasurer, and February, he said . . Trading of 

may be applied to 15 ,300,000 Carl V . Hersey, Portland; for- warehouses with the Marshal-Wells I 
acres of the 29,300,000 acres· of est counsel, E. F . T. Wohle~ company in Spokane 1.s about com .. 
private timber and to 15,300,- 1 berg, Portland. pleted, givmg the forest service a 
000 of · the 53,800,000 acres of more- centrall~ation with about the 
national timber, including 20,- T.hE OHIDOfil.AI\ same floor area in. a fireproof atruc-

1e .same vein were the 
s of W. H. Horning, 
•d , new Northwest re­
director of the interior 
1ent's bureau of land 
ment, who asserted "the 
,ce lies between whether 
e m ieratory or perma­
iustriet, and the differ-

600,000 acres--or ~5 ·:per cent- tur! at 157 South Howard .itreet on 
of the commercial timber in the .. :01~r~~J l li, OHE. the main line of the Northern Pa· 
west. · 1 12/11~; 46 ciflc railway, according to Noel. The 

The small owners, possessing ) old Iocation.at 131 East !,!&in stzeet 
more than half the nation's , wa, occupied partly in 1935 and' · 
timber, hold the key to the I wholly from 1937 to the preaent. 
nation'• timber future, declared 
Chapin Collin, of Wl\shington, 
D. C., manacing director of the j 
Ameriean Forest Products In-
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CHIEF LYlE WATTS TO RETIRE JUNE 30 

NEW CHIEF -- RICllARD E. lloARDLE 

Appointment of Richard E. MOArdle ea Chief ot the Forest sirVice,· U. s. 
Department or Agriculture, was announced today by Secretary Brannan. He 
will succeed Lyle F. Watts, Chief Forester tor the past nine years, who 
baa announced his decision to retire fran active duty June 30. 

lloArdle came to Colorado in 1935 and organized the Rooky Mountain Forest 
& Ran~ Experiment Station at Fort Collins, where he served as Director 
tor three yeara before transferring to Asheville, North carolina, as 
Director ot the Appalachian Forest Experiment Station. 

Paying tribute to Mr. Watts, Secretary Brannan saidt "He has been one of 
the most effective am courageous leaders of the Forest Service in the 
great tradition of its service to the American people. Under his guidance, 
forestry has taken a much greater part in the Agricultural Resources Con­
servation Program and has become an essential part or American agriculture. 
His other associates end I will miss Lyle Watts very much, but we are pleased 
at the prospects ot having his advice and counsel readily available during 
hi• well-earned retirement." 

Mr. Watts• retirement from active duty as Chief of the Forest Service will 
mark the canpletion or a public career service of nearly 40 years. He has 
headed the Federal Forestry A~ncy since 1943. 

Starting as a Fire Guard in a western national forest, he worked up through 
the ranks to the Nation's top forestry position. In recognition or his out• 
standing public service, Mr. Watts in 1950 received the Department of Agri­
culture's Distinguished Service Award "For Distinguished and Effective 
Leadership in Advancing the Conservation of Forest Resources in the United 
states and Internationally." He was commended for his work in stimulating 
improved forestry practices in this country, for his stalwart defense or 
public interest in the use of forest resources and for his important role 
in the development of a world forestry organization. 

A zw.tiTe of Lexington, Kentucky, McArdle was brought up in Norfolk• Virginia. 
He is a graduate of the University of Michigan, where he received the Bachelcr 



of SCience Degree in Forestry in 1923, M.s. in 1925, and a PH.D. De~ree in 
1930. He served as part-time instructor in forastry at the University of 
Michigan from 1927 to 1930. 

McArdle entered the Forest Sorv.ice o.s a Junior Forostor in 1924 and was 
assigned to the Pacific Northw~st Forest & Rnn~e Experiment Station. One of 
his early research projects was a study of forest fires, and his research on 
the subject was interrupted severnl times by c~lls to holp fight fires as n 
crew lender during emergency periods in the national forests. 

Following e three-year leave of ~bsence for graduate study he returned to the 
Service to continue his research work in 1930. 

In 1934 he accepted appointment by the University of Idaho to head its School 
of Forestry. 

He returned to the Fore·st Service in 1935 to become .Uirector of the Rocky 
Mountain Forest & Renge Experiment ~tation at Fort Collins, Colorado, and 
three years later he moved east to assume the Directorship of the Appalachian 
Forest Experiment ~tation with hecdguarters at Asheville, North Carolina. 

In 1944· he was brought to Wo.shington, D. c. as Assist~nt Chief of the Forest 
Service, in charge of State end Private Forestry Cooperntion. The position 
he has held to date. 

Mr. McArdle served oversees with the u. s. Army during World War I. He is a 
member of Sigma XI, Scientific Honor Society, and a member of the Council of 
the Society of American Foresters. 

Sinoe 1944 he has served as Assistc~ nt Chief in char~e of CooperF..tive Forestry 
Programs. Under his leadership the Feder nl programs carried on in cooperation 
With the states to encour~ge ond facilit ate the protection and sound manage­
ment of the country's forests have been greatly accelerated. In the Fedornl­
Sto.te cooperr.tive fire control program the nrea of Sts.tc nnd Privata .lo'orest 
Land under organized protection from fire now t ctnls ~ore ~han 360 million 
acres. The area that still l ncks such protection has been reduced by some 60 
million acres. Cooperative production and distribution of trees for wocdlnnd 
and shelterbelt plc.ntin~. which dropped t o a. l ow rate during World ·{{o.r II, 
lnst yeo.r passed o.ll previous r ecords. The Fedorol-St~to program to provide 
on-the-ground technical advice ond assistance t o woodland owners was develcpap 
largely during the past eight yoers. 

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County Iowa in 1890. He r eceived a Bachelor 
of ~cience in i crestry degree nt I owa ~tate College in 1913 end earned the 
Ma.ster of Io'orestry Degree at the sv.m0 institution in 1928. .l-'0 llowing short­
term employment as o. student nssist r.nt on tim?er survey work, he entered the 
Forest Service July 1. 1913, os n Technical Assistant in the Wyoming Notion&l 
Forest. He advanced rapidly in national f orest administration, serving sue• 
cessively r.s Assistant ~upervisor of the B~iso Notional Forest in Ido.ho, na 
Supervisor of the V~iser and the Idaho Notional Forests, nnd ns Forest 
Inspector working out of the v~den, Utah, Re~ionnl Offioe. 

,. 
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During a leave of' absence i'rom the Federal Service in 1928 and 1929, t.ir. \7atts 
organized the Forestry School at Utah Ste.te A[.;ricultural College. He returned 
to the Forest Service to engage in research wo.rk at the Intermountain Forest 
& Range Experiment Station in Ogden. In 1931 he was named Director of' the 
Northern Rocey liountain Forest & Range Experinent Station at Missoula, !iontena.. 
From 1936 to 1939 he served as Regional Forester of the North Central Rezion. 
He then became Regional Forester of the Pacific Northwest Region. 
In 1942 Mr. Watts we.s called to Washington, D. c. to take charge of the rrar­
time Farm Labor activities of the Department of Agriculture. The follo'.ring 
year he was named to his present position as Chief of the Forest Service. 

Mr. Watts is Chairman of the standing Advisory Committee on Forestry of the 
United Nations Food and Agricultural Or ganization. He took an active part 
in the organiz~tion and development of the f orestry branch of FAO and was 
Technical Advisor to the u. s. Delegate to General sessions of FAO in Quebec 
in 1945, Copenhaien in 1946, in VfashinGton, D. c. in 1948 and 1949, and in 
Rome in 1951. He was also a U. S. delet;ate to the Inter-..A..merican Conference 
on the Conservation of Ren~Nable Natural Resources in Denver in 1948, and 
attended the United nations Scientific Conference on the Conservation and 
Utilization of Resources at Lake Success in 1949 •• 

I 

Iowa State Colle0e 11as conferred an Horlorary Doctorli Degree on l'!ir. rfatts, as 
well as its Alumni ii:Jrit Award. He was dso Pli'esented the Croix Du CheYalier 
De La Merite Acridolo. by the French Goverrune~1t. He has served on the Ge~eral 
Administration Board of the Department of A;;ricultut6l Graduate School. He 
is a Fellow of the Society of American Foresters. 

•. 
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WashiBQton Offiqe Intorrr.ation DiGest, February 8, 1943 

(C.O:t"4~ ;_ SERVICE) 

Chief Talks to the FamilY . . . . 
A fa.r.dly meeting of 1.lashing't'o'n• Oi fice employees v:as ad.dressed b:,• our new Chief, 
:r..:r. Lyle Watts, on Februar..r 5. Some of the !l.igl:ll.ights of }..:r. Hatts' talk which 
we believe would be ot spec iaJ. intere.st to _t!l.e _field follow: 

It seems to me t!lat tLe yea1·s just al1ead a-re always critical years, 
yet I t h ink that most WO'llld a.grea ~hat in tl:i_s instance the. years 
ahead are especially cr::. tica+ tor foreSt conservati0n. 

(
First there' is t~e obligation to use ou; forest res0ur~es and cur 
p'3rsonr..el to :nake the greatest possible contribu~i o:a -co win the war. 
I an: sure that in t l::5.s we are ma..lcing a t-eal sacrifice. In many 
areas we were cuttil\'"; our forest a too fast befcre t he war, and that 
over-cutting has bee;.! !3tepped up r.reatly. Fl'ankly , t hat tloesn 't 
cause us much los z of sleep if it· rcelly helps. I~ do~s point to 
positive act ion to reduc t:: the cut inu:1ediatoly the peace C·Jmes. 

[. Til~ other s~cr~fice in :!'or<Jst conserveti en ;.ihict to :-;e seems to sense­
less and unnecess.s.r:,• i s the degree t o which iMpro:.;er cutting of om­
forests is going on. I r ivs full measure of credit t0 all those 
private operators · who are following cood f orest :')ract i ce, anrl t here 
are many. Yet t !l.e fact still rernain.s t!:.at too J:r.<~il of t he private 
land is being cut ove r badly.· I wish you ·..:culC. r ead t ;!e s tory of the 
railroad tie Clltting at 1.iorton, ~'ias!lington, in · t~.e F ebruary issue of 
American Forests . To mo t !1a t 's tJ!la't I call a horrible example. That 
young forest being cut is groWing fas ter now t ha'!1 at a:1y time duri:tg 
its 100 years of life . ·;Taste is excessive. A fir~ hazard is being 
created which v~ill bo hard to co:pe with, . 9.nd the fu"turu of a car.ununity 
is being jeopardi=ed through improper bandling of a forest rasource. 
kld tr.~t in a r egion v,rhore we have one-third of all t he mature and 
over-mature f orests in the United States. That's j ust on e e~nple or 
the problems the ·,var creates. I could ·give. many. 

The second rr,a j or problem has t o do with post-1.var dcmc nds on the 
American forests. Ir.. !ilY j udg:tent the n ext g~oat 2d.v c:nce in modern 
civilization will be in the Orient, the so-ca ll.;d ba ckward c0U11tries 
of As i a .,_.ith their mil lions of uncc r-privilogcd 7eo·.;>1e . The American 
forests will havo t o help in that developmunt. 

Second only to the greot dcvelo~ent job in Asin a~d ;~ucn more urgent 
in point of time ..,.:ill bo the reconstructi on of' tho t o".ms ::md cities 
of Europe and North Africa. Pro;:npt roconstructi :1n v;i J l be one -:. id to 
avoid revolution. .Again 1-uneri can forests '·ill b'"' dra~.1l on f or ·:mod 
products. 

Our own home · buildinG progran: waa al .re':l.dy · vu:1y bohind befor e the vro.r. 
and ilow oven major rop9.irs ar;; out for tho durati0n. : !11en the war 
is over there will bo no..;d t 0r the P:rcatest han:o bui lG.ing era we have 
ever se0n in America . 

(Over) 
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Tho discoveri es and dovolopnonts in t he f~cld of :no~ : uses of uood 
as a result 0f the war v;i l l create groat -~<fcmo.nci.s f0r \i'J0cL :pr oducts . 

Along with ::\11 of t hose wil~ bJ thu noed ··t 0 ·pr ovide full onploy­
ment a t f a ir wages t 0 our own folks . ~.!illions of '"> UI' b~Jys will be 
mustered out of tho armed fnrcos ~na they must n ot f~il t o f ind 
rcQcy "'~e>rk. War industry workers must n0t bu t hr .,vm nn r eli ef ·while 
:1ur ponce time industry rebuilds. !.gain our forest ].ands a re just 
waitin g t o pr ovide j..,bs for our pe~ple .... -

Can we bring th0se jobs and t hose :people needing j :"Jbs t or;ether s~ 
that ')ur natur al resnurccs will be a growing r at her t han a dwindling 
ass et 'I 

That ' s the two j .,bs ahe3.d . \Hn .the · wa r and then \·?in t he peace . 1le 
have ~ur big purt t o pla y and as a terun we can dn it . 

J_echn_i cal _h._dvi so_:cy__B:1a:r:_d_h.J?2_l i shed 
The Technica l Advis·1ry :Oi"lard, which was established by !.ien··'">r andum to Chi ets of 
Bur0aus and Offices de.ted Juno s , 1938, and the functions of which were further 
defined by Mor.J.'Jrandum :J :> . 819, of n1ay 12, 1 939 1 is herob:r abolished . 'l'ho 
functi :")ns and r esponsibilities her e t ofore vost3d in the B:~a:::-d will bo pt::lrf >rmod 
by the Office of Plant und. Opor &ti':'ns throw)l suc h 0r gan:!.ze:,ti0!1 a s the Chi0f >f 
t hat Office may establish . (Secretary ' s Eem~rmdum No . 219 , Suppl . 2 , Feb . 3) 

'.iildlife Conference ---- ..;;_.:~=-=.,::;.;.;;.~ 
l.Iembers ~f t he Forest Service who .v1ill partici.Pnte i:t t !"le J::i.ghth North :...merican 
::ildl ife Conference , t o be h eld Ft Denver , Colorado , Febr ur.r y 15, 1 6 , und 17 
a re: Regionel Forester Peck, v;ho will speak on t he suojec t "Lnnagen eut 'of "iild 
Lands': in t he genernl session on pi oneering in post- Har conservation; l:.:r . E . A. 
Schilling, R-8 , Fr ed \v. J ohnson , R- 3 , and B3.rry C. Par !c , .i:\- 2 , who \\"ill present 
pepers turing the technic~l s ess ions . - ~ specia l eveninG ses sion will be held 
for considera tion of Forest Service and Sto.te matters unc'i.er the guid:.:nce of Dr. 
II . L. Shuntz , W. o. 

Foresters in Demand for Tropical 1."iork 
The Forest Service vrus recently requested to suggest the n:ll:-:e 0f a forester 
competent to ·size up t he site and climetic conditions and roc o;.!!.'iend species f or 
plcnting in a proposed reforest<tian pro~ect in Peru~ Ttis is only ·one of 
numerous requests t hat novr c ome t o the Service for f 'Jr ester s f or tropica l work . 
11;cny, but not a ll of t hese requests, concern work in t he f ':lr e stry field, the 
uarticula r trn.ining vrhich f oresters get having made t he:·:. useful ·Jn other lines 
Of wor k . This is nOV/ 1Jein[; r ecognized by many Of t he W ·.l' <:.t;encie s , WhiCh is 
resulting in incre:-..sing inter est in f orosters for vari r"~"c s lines af activity. 
'I'he 'Ne.shingt on Of fice would be gl::.d t o neve the nrunes end expcrienc e rec ords of 
forest ers in or 0ut of t he Forest Service who mi ght be intorostvd in dur~ti~n 
j~bs in Centra l or S •ut h ;,i':lt:;ricfl on vm.r -pr ojects . D:=.t c. sh"uld be sent t ':l t he 

1!1 . 0 . Divi sinn of PJrson."lel i.i:nct~;emont , 'r:~rked f0r t ho xtt<nti rm of For e st Ro­
ser.rch . 

'.'!anted : ( J,tten ti ·In '.'I . 0 .) 
Inf.,rme ti on us t o the whJre~b'1uts nf ~ l~Qthor cover ed r~t~ry executive cha ir, 
f or merly used by i.ir . Silc '):;c . The cr . .:t ir i s n;;;edcd f '1r 1:r . ~ :utt s ' '"~ffice : Plc.:1se 
c onununicCJ. t t3 a ny infornntion on its l ocnt i nn t 0 r-.:rs . Cr ..,c ::or , Ext. 5842 , or 
1\~r . Lu.'1.d , Ext . 5493. 
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fores'ters Honor ed by Award of French Medal 
Four f oresters, including t hr e-e from the Washington area, were decorated by the 
French government yester day (June 2 7 ) in ceremonies a t the French Embassy in 
recognition of their ~ervices to world f orestr;¥• 

The medal of honor of Chevalier du lie rite Agricola 'va,s presented to Tom Gi 11, 
member of the For es try Advisor y Committee of t he United Nations ' Food a nd Agri ­
culture Or ganization, a nd to Col. i{E:nry Sol on Graves of New He.ven , Conn . s f or mer 
Chief of the United States Forest Se rvice and dean emeritus of the Yale School 
of Forestry . 

Citations f or the me dal were pr e s ented to Lyle Watts, present Chief of the Forest 
Service , and Edward I. Kotok, Assis t ant Chief of the For e st Service in charge of 
Forest Research. They are preyented by la~ from r eceiving the medals u ntil they 

~ leave the Government s e rvice. 

The awards were pres ented b y Bernar d Thlfay , Chief of the Fren ch Department of 
Waters and For e sts . - - WASHINGTON POST, June 28, 1947 

Florida House Reverses Senate Res olut i on 
The President pro tempore, on June 26, laid befor e t he United States Senate a 
r e s olution passed by t he House of Re pre s e ntative s of t he Sta t e of Florida which 
reverses t he recommenda tion of the Florida Senat e tha t the For e s t Se r v ice s el l . 
or exchan ge lands in t he Apala chi cola National For e st . (See Di gest of June 27) 
The Florida House r e so l ut ion is quote d, i~ part : 

1004 

"House Resol ution 45 

"Resolution com1nendi ng the Unite d St a tes For est Ser v ice f or t he manner in 
which it has activat e d and maintaine d t he Apalachicola National Forest in 
Liber t y County , Florida. 

"Wher eas the United States For est Ser v ice in 1933 activated t he Apala ch icol a 
Na t i onal For est in Liberty County, Fl a ., a nd s ince said date has enl ar ged 
and mai ntained s aid for est a n d i t is now one of the l a r gest and outstanding 
national f oreGts i n the United State s of America; a nd 

"Whereas the soil contained within Apalachico la Na t ional Forest is especia lly 
su ited to the .pr oduction and gr owth of l ong l eaf yell ow pine trees ; and 

"Whereas the timber r e s ources of t he Un i t ed Stat e s are becoming extinct 
except vnthin the nationa l f or e st, and it is of paramount interest and 
conce rn t o t he peopl e of the Unit ed States that the pr oduction and ·gr owth 
of t i mber shrml d be ca rr ie d on; and 

(over) 
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"Wher eas it is the se nse of the House of Represer"tat ives of the State of 
Fl orida that the continued gr owth and production of longl eaf ye llow pine 
timber should not be i~terfered with but should be encouraged in every way 
possibl e ; The r efore be it 

" RESOLVED BY THE HJUSE OF P..EPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA: 

"Section l. That the House of Represuntatives of the State of Fl or i da 
coJ'lliTlends the United States Forest Ser vice for the manner in which it has 
activated and maintained the Apalachicola Natior.al Forest in Li ber ty Counr~ . 
Fla., and for its splendi d r ecord i n the conduct of said forest and i n the 
production of tim"~?er and the distribution of the proceeds of the s ale of 
said t i mbe r to Libe r ty County, Fla. 

" Sec . 2 . T!1at i t is the de sire of this House of Represcntati\•P. s thRt no 
action of any kind be taken by the U:1ited States ::;'c rest Service or any· 
br anch of t he United Sta.tes Govern;·nent that would tend to r educe the s ize 
of s a i d forest , the production of timber therein, or the distribution of the 
~roceeds from the sal e of said timber to Liberty County, Fla. , and that 
said for est be maintained at its prosont size •••• " 

To Leave Forest Ser vice 
Don Hamilton has jus t accepted an appointment in the r ogul nr Army a s Lt . Co l. in 
the Air Corps . Since the v1ar he hu.s filled a dual r 0 le in the Chief 's Office as 
chief of th~ Equ ipment Section in Engineering and Aircraft Consultant for Fire 
Control. 

Reso lution Adopted by Washington Cattl emen 
Reso l ut i ons adopte d by the l'lashinc t on Cattleman 's Convention at Ellensburg, \iash., 
~lay 16 - 1 7 included the fo llowing : 

"No . 12 

"TIUS RESOLUTION HAS BuEH APPROVI:D BY THE l\Y~TIONAL FO.:\.ES T ADVISORY BOARD AT 
THEIR AH;mAL M:ETING 0:.' i:IAY 16, 1947 . TliE ADVISORY BOll RD r!ISH TO PRE.3ENT 
T!-iE RESOLUTION TO THE STATE CATTLEi J\JJ'S ASSOCIATION FOR THEIR l:.??ROVAL: 

" Be it r ecom,nended that the NR.tional Forest Advisor y Boar d cor~.mend the 
United States For est Ser v i ce for their coo1~3ration shown in 1vorking out 
the problems of stockmen using the National Fc r est ranges . They have been 
ac t ive in working towar d stabil ization of b i g game number s on the basis of 
carrying capacit i e s of winte r e.nd surr.mer r anges , which we f ee l can only be 
accom,')lishe d by harvesting them on a yield bas is . 

"Range r e seeding , development of water , and other r ange impr ovements as 
carried on by the For e st Service , are considored of great b enefit t o the 
users of the r ange and ·will tend to preve nt the ne cessity of r e ducing 
numbers of ca ttle per mit t ed t o graze on t he rJationc.l Fore sts . 

"We f ee l tha t pr oe-ress has been mado during the pas t year in wo rking out 
our fo~est proble ms and we r e commend the continuation of cooperative 
efforts t hllt v.fill he lp to stabilize ope r ations of stockmen using the 
forests ." 

Acting Chief 
c. M. Gr anger will se rve as Acting Chi ef during the month of <Tul y , as· indicuted 
i n the field schedule . 
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.. Hanson, 
d of 

en route to Billings 

The Chief's itinerary incluQed the Bitterroot, Deerlodge, Beaverhead, Gallatin, and 
Custer Forests, inspecting range conditions, timber sales, pole treating plants, 
buildings, recreation improvements, and related ·activities or developments associated 
with the work of the Forest Service. He is reported to have had a few hours off on 
Sunday for a fishing demonstration in the Madison River. At least members of the 
party credit him with catchi~g the first ·biggep~~~ l2P~est fish. Other wise , it 
was a crowded schedule that, in addition o visits with supervisors and rangers, 
included interviews with forest users, the press and radio. In an interview appear­
ing in the Hontana Standard, Chief ~Jatts stated the new uses of forest products rep­
resent a tremendous field of major interest and importance to Hontana and the other 
interior states. Explaining that the rail freight differential has made i t difficult 
f or R-1 producers to compete with those in the eastern and middle west states, he 
pointed out the importance of finding outlets for forest products like lodgepole pine 
and said that has been done in . some measure. 

After discussing present experiments in conversion of wood sugars and the possibili­
ties of developing a supplemental livestock feed, together with some of the other 
newer developments, and the need for a Nation-wide forest progr~m, Mr. Watts called 
attention to one thing of immediate importance, namely range improvement. 11 1 don't 
think the importance of that can be overemphasized," he said. "It 's a ·vital matter 
to the \vest . 11 

Foresters Climb Granite Peak in Record Time . On August 19 Ranger Carl W. Simpson and 
Alternate Fred B. Haller of the Custer, together with Professor Helvin S. Harris of 
the State University Forestry School and \valt·er A. Elliott of Bison Hotors, Great 
Falls, succeeded in climbing Granite Peak in what they believe to be a record time . 
Leaving from the end of the car road at the r1ystic Lake Power Plant on the ~vest 
Rosebud River at 5 a.m., they traveled to the t op of Granite Peak and returned to 
their 'starting point in an elapsed time of 17~ hours, arriving at the power plant at 
10 p.m. 

Granite Peak, highest in Montana with an elevation of 12 , 850 f eet , lies in the· 
Beartooth iviountains in south central Nontana, approximately 15 miles northeast of 
Cooke City, It was first ascended on August 29, 1923, by a party of Forest Service 
men, all of whom are now retired. This p~rt~r consisted of R. T. Ferguson, Elers 
Koch, and J. C. Whitham. As near as Ranger Simpson and his companions could deter­
mine, there had been only 12 people on Granite Peak prior to their ascent, 5 having 
made the climb on August 10, 1947; 2 in July l939; 2 on August 16, 1933; and the 
first party of 3 on August 29 , 1923. 

This peak bears less evidence of man's untidy distribution of refuse than most peaks 
in the United States. The only articles found on it were a rake handl e taken up by 
the first party for a flag pole, a chisel they used to carve their initials on a 
rock, and an old rusty can containing a piece of paper on which names , dates and 
addresses of climbers were listed. 

Brothers Atten~s fllA Meeting. Charles s. Brothers, Office of the Solicitor, left 
Missoula on September 2 for Bismarck, North Dakota, where he is attending a 4-day 
meeting of Farmers Home Administration officials. . •' 



Ranger Dickinson Retires . Ranger Ralph .. E. Dickins<t>n , .1Tnitehall District, Deer lodge, 
formally hung up his forest green unifo~m and r etired after 28 years of service on 
September 1 . He will be succeeded ~y Range~ George Roskie of the Lewis and Clark. 

Ranger.DiGkinson t ook his forestry oath. of office 9A December 19, 1919, and was 
assigned to the Dry Wolf Ranger District on the .. ol d ·Jefferson F'o rest . He was trans­
ferred to the Whitehall District of the Deerlodge in June 1931 and remained at that 
stati on until his retirement . 

In speaking of ~lr . Dic~5:insqn 1 s retirement, Supervisor Fry said, 11 He has the best 
record of any of our men for time spent in the saddle and. in .the field . Through t he 
year s he has Qeen fully dependable and i ndustrious . He has eliminated forest tres­
passing on his district . With the cooperation of the stockffien in the area he has 
built up the range to a very high standard and grazing there now is exceptional in 
quality and quantity in a ferti l e country. He built miles and miles of fences , took 
a prominent part in stock water development programs, and built up two campgrounds, 
one of which - Toll Mountain - is widely used ." 

The Deerlodge Forest staff and f riends of Ranger Dicki nson honored him at a dinner 
· ·party · held at Lloyd ' s Cafe . in Butte on September . 6. 

Fire Summary. As of August 30 our fire total was 1, 435 . The Labor Day ,..,reek end 
added 155 to this number. The Kootenai Forest leaas the list with 208 fires . as of 
August 30. Of the 1, 435 regional total, 24 wer e class C; 5 class D of which 2 were 
on the Beaver head and 1 each on the Bitterroot, Gallatin and Nezperce ; and the 1 
class E fire the region. has had th~s year is credited to the Kaniksu . 

Congratulations to Mr·, and Mr.s , Richard McElroy, parents of a baby girl born 
September 3 . Ri·chard is a bookkeeping machine operator in Fiscal Control. 

Personnel Notes . 

EDWIN R. SIEVERS from R-3, ·Albuquerque , New Mexico , has r eported as chief of Surveys 
and Haps, Engineering, vice ·Jim Yule .• · 

ELOON NEIK has returned to work in the Range Research Division of the Experime!ft 
Station aft er a l€ave of 'absence. to ·attend the State College at Logan, Utah. 

PHILIP ~illRPHY, Engineering, returned to duty after an extended leave in California 
wher e he went for medical attention . 

B1TTY J . GREEN, new appointment, typi~t , Cabin~t~ 

BRUCE GRAY, new appointment, clerk- typist, Nezperc~ . 

THEODORE. R. HAY, forester, St. Joe, r esigned, 

DOROTHY ANN L. RITTER, cler k- stenogr apher , Eng~neering~ resigned. 

ELIZABETH S. DONEY, bookkeeping machine operator, Fiscal Control, r esigned, 

GEORGE H. HANKINSON, for ester, Lola , retired September l, .after 30 years of service . 

Acting Regional Forester . C. S. Crocker to September 13 . 

Dilemma . Sure, the daily grind of the old job gets monotonous . But what if you had 
to be on vacation all the time. .(Cli pped) 

-2-
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Chief Returns 
Y.r: . Watts has returned to the li. o. from a four weeks' trip to Region 6 and 
southern Idah() . He made t he trip both l"ays via airplane . 

The Diges t has r eceived the follo.-:ing sidelight on his t r ip : 

Last week end !·ir . li\atts t ook time of f from a strenuous month of inspection 
in Region 6 to relax momentarily a t Pringle Falls Experime:-rtal Forest in 
central Or egon. Here beneath towering ponderosa pines t hat border · the 
'!:leschutes Rive r the Chief rested and !'ished . Fur ther :-:1ore, he caught fish, 
in fact he caubht _more and larger fis h t han any of the others in hi s part y , 
which included such self-achnitted exp~rienced angler s as Director Hall and 
Regional Forester Andr ews. ':'here was some mumhling a r'!ong dr~·-fly s imon 
pures about t he strange a::'lG unfamil iar wahblPrs a nd s pi nners employed by 
Watts to outsmart the local trout, but there was no d8nying their effec­
tiveness. ll'farning comes from the Northwest to ordinary fishermen in the 
i'v. O. that they may find the Chief hard -l;,o :!:ive with uhen he re,urns to 
the Ca pi. ta·l. 

P. s. - R- 6 wishes to emphasize the fact that .( 1). there ,.rer e no specially 
tamed fish confined f or Hr. \Ia t t s ' benefit; ( 2) no SP swam 1mder wate r to 
a ffix t rout to his h ook. 

(Comment by Mr. 1.{atts : "I simply 0 . K. the above with c onsider abl e 
reluctance~ I coul d boast a bit about thA size of t he one I l ost in t he 
logs but I vrould have t o c:!.aim at l east 5 po,mds b~r now a nd he mi eht have 
b een larger than t hat ." ) 

Radio Series on Atomi c Ener~y 
Niles Trammel, Pr es ident, Na t i onal Broadcasting Company, has wired the Chief 
as follows : 

'The Fifth Hors er:1an ' a dra1n.atic s eries dealing Hith d~str:uctive povrer 
of atom bomb and social and political :.mplica tions of atorr. ic enPr t;:r 
vrill sta rt July 4 q:B0-10 :00 p . m. EST. You are r es pe>ctfully invit ed 
to liste n t o this public s ervice br oadcast on 1.'JRC , NBC in '.ia shington . 

Airplanes Purchas ed 
The For es t Service has finally purchased four "Stinson '!oyager 150'1 airplanes 
to be assigned to RE..gions 1, 4, 5, and 6 . The r:1ac hi.nes a r e now r eady for 
delivery, Donal d J.~ . Hamilton of the \ i . 0 . !)icked up on~ of the machines on 
Thursday of l ast week and flew it to l .'ashinr,ton. On Sunday he l e ft with the 
plane for Region 3 and from th <~re will deli , er it to Region 5 • . Each of the 
other three Regions mentioned are· send in~ their own pilots to Yia;yne , Hichigan, 
to pick up the ir r P.spective airplarws within th8 next wee k. 

1019 ( over) 
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Annuities of Certain Employees Retired ·Prior to Jan.".24, 1~4·2, To·Be.RP-comouted 
'Jhe .President on J'Jlle 29 sibned 's.~ "896, which provides for reconrputing the annu­
·ity of"_empl·oyees wh<;)'Fet:ired prior to Jartua:ry-~24~·.1942, in aecordanee .yrith the 
formula prescribed in the act of that date. &nployees wh6se ave-rage salary for 
any consecutive five-year period ex9eeded ~400 will be benefited. 9y · th~ft act, 
although it does not permit retroactive payments to be mncte. Retired Forest 
Service employees initiated the introduction of t bis bill and doubtless were 
very helpful in bringing about its enactnent. This bill is now Public La~·r 470. 

Acting Chief 
C. M. Grange r will serve as Acting Chief durins the month of July. 

"Eye" That Sees 15 }l.iles in Dark Developed at Johns Hopkins 
''Do you remember that .cute l ittla lady-lookout on l!it. Baldy in '42? Boy- there 
was a cute little trick! She--------." 

The intriguing lady lookouts are on the way "out" (as "lookouts" onl:-,', of com·se ) 
along with the pack mules, the dutch ovens and a lot cf. other familiar old­
fashioned signs of a rapidly passing era. Buck Rogers 'gadgets are taking their 
places. 

Never a day goes by - at l east not many days - but Fire Control is told about 
some new wonder gadget or chemical or machine which vrill revoluntionize fire 
control. The latest one to come to our attention is a "suoE.r-conductinf, 
bolometer." This gadget with the long Holl;ywoodish s ounding name i s said to be 
a mechanical eye vrhich automatically picks up not smoke , but HEAT, and viith a 
needle "outlines on a chart the shape of the heated obje:ct or ar0a. 11 No l ess 
than a Johns Hopkins medico -of repute says "one can 'look' at a human ,body in 
complete darkness from any distance nnd see the outlines of the body, with head, 
arms a nd leg~ visible." They say also temperature chane;es of one millionth of 
a degree can be measured. 

So one of these fine days vre' 11 probably do away. with our lookout houses, and 
our telephones and radios and substitute instead a tall tower on which is 
mounted one of these super-condu~ti!lg bolometers, complete with transmit ting 
mechanism capable of recording the location a nd shape of' any hot spot on the 
landscape. · 

Impagine what might happen if a Hedy Lamarr or a Lana Turner wandered into 
range------!!! ( P. A.T. ) 

Returns from Milita ry Service 
John Holden has returned from n ilitary s €'rvice a nd taken up his f arner duties as 
chief of the w. o. Equipment and Supply Section. Hj_s military service included 
about two years with the Navy Material Hedistribution and Disposal Admin i stra tion, 
hea dquartered in New York City •. 

W. c. Ellis, who served as chief of the Equipr.1ent a nd Supply Section duri ng 1rr. 
Holden's absence, will return to Region 3 after making a field trip in connecti on 
with road fund contracts . 

State Forester Returns from l.:ilitgry,Service 
Anton J . Tomasek has been released from military service and has taken over his 
former duties.as State Foreste r of Illinois. Pis office has boen moved. Th o 
new· address is 301~ E. Honroe Street, Sprin£;fi eld, Ill. 
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October 29, 1946 

Some I n1pressions of European Fores t s 
At twc. recent meetings - the "family !Jleeting" on Cct.:...ber 22 and the "Big Staff 
:..ieeting" on October 23 -- Chief V·1 atts and Assistant Chief Kotek t old members of 
the Viashington Office about tneir experiences on their recent trip to Europe and 
some of the impr~ssions they gained of forestry conditions in pa rts of Norway, 
Denmark, France, and Germany. Su:1.;; vf these, by countries, are : 

Norway (southern par~): Over-all view of the country from a low-flying plane 
gave the i 111pression of a rc.ugh country topographically - mountains , craggy 
rocks, studded with lakes, living streams, farms crowding frcm the level lands 
clear t o the foot of the muuntains, and t.hen vast stretches C·f solid timberland 
and close by every farm, s ome woodlots. They 11ave only a few tree s pecies to 
deal with - not the complexity of r-!'ecies tha t confronts an American forester •. 
Conifers are two or three at the most : st:ruce , fir·, and Scot ch pine. Hardwoods 
are beech a nd oak . 

The Norwegian f or esters, in the main, have l eaned ne~vily towards natural r egen­
eration, cvntinuous cutt ing to improve stand c0nditions, and a strGng t endency 
t owards building up thei r capital in the growing f orest. Their knowledge of 
s Gils in f a r ahead of what we have c-...nceived. \Vher e we t hink of soils in broad 
terms, they deter mine 'the growing capacity of the land. by the soil capacity •. 

In the ~ain, they base their silvicultural prac tices on three or fcur techniques : 
(1) i~ hardwoods , trying to get considerable beech into a stand in order to 
i mprove site; (2) i n cc.nifers, depending large:ly on natural r egeneration, but 
will r~sort to artif~cial r egeneratio.r1 if the s c.il has d~teriorated; and (3) 
basing degree of cutting on stand per acre, which varies accor ding to the class 
of stand - no different from in the United States. 

Cultural oper ati ons were disappqlnting.. There is very little pruning . There 
a.re frequent light thinnings , ending up almost invariably in clear-cutting. 

The Norwegian fvrcsters arc an industrious lot, showing alertness to the possi­
biliti~s of new developmc:nts both in gruv1ing timber, in harvE:.st ing, and in 
utilization pot€ntiali t i es. Thb people , t oo , have l E::arncd t o appr eciate the 
full impc.rt of ti1cir f urests. 

Denmark: An expansive s tretch of lowlantts, every tillable acrtl b~::ing mo~t 
intensively cultivat~d, leav~g only ~mall areas uf the cvuntry to f or E::sts. 
Most of these areas are remnants of the original oak and beech forests that 
have been r et ained c ontinuously in forests since the rulers of Denrr~rk in 
1805 decreed that no fur t her convers.ion of forest lands into farms could be 
und~rtaken . Som~ f ew· plantations of &cotch pine and spruce have been 

(over) 
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introduced sinc.e:.that time. 
of oak and beech .·· · ·. 

.. 
. ... ~~ . . . 

Crginally, D0r.mark was covered v;ith dense f o r ests 

No time .. ~s wa~t~q ~y the Dares waiting .for natural reg~neration • . 'I'hey aim to 
get fully s-tocked .stt:Jids bJ" th~ i.rust careful mt. tbods of grc·und preparation and 
artificial seeding or pl anting . 1'nE.y handle tht>ir f ~.-rest properties al:rrost to 
the s<:.me degree o~ ink:,siv~p..:ss that. they apply to crqplands •. Their forest 
art-as have rr.o r e stems p0r ;;.cr<- than any vther country ar1d ·tney wind up with 
bet tE:r l umber than mc...st. 

D'ani:>h fo rt:.s tcrs base their figures 011 s tnnd j:.-e r acre entirely on nori!.al . yi(;ld 
tables . Tney reinvento r y lhe stand every ten years. The yield table is tpeir 
gospel. They would not think of t r ying t o guess yield of timber in a st:md. 

-- :..... . 
The;,r are very much interested in genetics and a re doing sc,me splend.i'd work . It 
is n:ostly in an experi:ne:rital stage, alt!:vugh some work on poplar nas commercial 
value ri.:;ht nt.w . 

Germany (AmE-rican Occupation Zone - thrc ugh Hessen , Wurtemberg, and. Bavaria) : 
PubJ,.ic . forests and lnrger private huldings in the main give the impression of 
being managed on a meticulous plan-wise basis. The srnr.ller ~oldings hg.ve been 
less ca refully handled and showed poorer cc.ndition. La ck of iabor ciui·ing the 
war rest..;lted in consider able m~teri3l le:ft in tne . woods that shuuld have been 
removed . This has cc ntributed t o a fev1 severe insect a~iderrics , which are now 
being r.;ost inte::nsively ·combatted. Tl:innir • .t;s and cche r cultural 9perations have 
been deferred and need early attention. 

Conifercus sptcie::s a re spruce , fir, Scotch pine, and a little red pine . Hardwood& 
are oak ana beech . 

F'rom the ground and from th.:· air, one gets the . impression that tht::re is t oo high 
a pe rcentage of l to 20-age: c l a sses, which may reflect overcut-ting of -tne forests. 

·German fore: s t crs do ne t have any ever-all ffidrkir.g rules fur a fvrest prcperty . 
They are: trained a nd then made responsible for a piece of property. Tney de:velop 
their vwn managt:ment plan. This usually jJr .ovidt:s for a cutting budgt:t , timber 
limits at which tt.8y seek to har vest crop, and that i s all. Their mar.king, 
howt:vE::r, doE:: s not va ry much from ours where there is nvt clea r-cutting. 

Bvth Mr. Wat ts <111d !.:r . Kvtok std.tec! that Joe Kircher ar.d Les Bean are doing a 
splendid j ob there under vLry difficult ccnditicns . 

France : une of the: important jobs o f the irt:nch f orest servic8, c elle d the 
'Department of Water a nd Fvr ests, has bt:en thc.job W6 CP~l ~ere , flood c ontrol. 
Thr t:c char~cteristics of tnis work are : 

(l) ConLrol of siides, ·slips, and action c f vld glaci~rs by stabiliza tion of 
s oils . They s tart· by J:tai<ing a very C:lreful study of tho g ee logy of the region 
al ong v<itn a s tudy of the l and practices. The.y put in draina ge system for 
water diversion ::wd th~n go in and plant t o f c rt;·sts . 

( 2) Control of streams by 'oarri8rs - sm3.ll and 1-':'.rg~; maximum a r e 40 feet high 
a nd 10 to 15 f~ct wide . 

(3) Rece.pture: of swam.p lands by draina~e and planting of popla rs. 

- 2-
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The Vosgt:s L!.ount .'!ins · i n north<..3.st Frf'.nct. s hov1 rn'' rks of LhC; h..;avy. fighting which 
took place ther e during World Wr:.r I and th8 G~:: rme.ns' r etr eat before the American 
push t o the Rhint in thG spring of 1945. !.luch rr.ore burning r1nd destructiun of 
the forests t cok pl ace than W"-S ncc-e :.: s -:1r y for ;nilit:',r y reasuns. The G•:.. r n:·.ns 
evidently did it purely f'vr mec.nness. 

Mr. Watts said that ne n::d dlscus &ed f o.:·es t r egul-:1t ion v1ith f or esters :"'"nd ti;nber­
l and ov.ners in all three cvuntries - Nun~a:t, Denmar k , 11nd ir:J.nce. Nor way he.s 
regulatory legisla tion very simil::! r to •~hat we are proposing in this cc~r1tr:,·. 
'The law provides for advisory colilffi.ittees, broken dvwn into r c.ther sm::ll units. 
Each comrrittee is responsible t o the l ocal forest officer. 

Mr . Kotok s aid t hat the certified s eed movement is very strong throughvut Eurupe 
and it is hoped th;~t FAO will giv8 lead e:r ship t o this movement . 

Bot h lv~ . w·latts L::.nd Mr . Kotok spokE: c f the: aest ructive forc es of wA. r or1 s omE; of 
t ne cities. Tbi:.. a l:acst .corr.plt:te dc~truction of Stuttga rt w:ts a gr eRt shuck to 
Mr. '.;atts. He said he l ooked out o f his hotel window one evening and for as f a r 
as he could see the town hac.i been al!Tlcst cc·m;;,le tely destroyed. It wa.:; hard to 
beli•:ve, he s".id, that some 5·..;0, 000 peopl e are still living there among the 
ruins . The llCte l where Mr . '::atts r.t ayed had been r ehabilitated for the American 
Army. 

"You a re reminded ," 1ir . Kotok said, "of r-ic tur~;.;3 yc,u navt.. seen of excavated 
· ancient e·itiss i n Egypt, R0Jre ; or Grt:ecP-. You know a civil ization once &~Kisted 
and you begir: t o wcnd.er wht:tht:r c.r.E i:;; ~ till tnere. Miles o.r rubbl e , stuns and 
mortar, and t wisted girders a re s ad rem::.nders of Y-~ ha.t v1a rfar e: can be . You wonder 
wneth e. r this blood-let ting and destruc t ion can be endle ssly r epeated. As shcck­
i ng as the destruction c f n. y,J:ol e city ls t o cne 1 s s e nsibilities, one wondbr ed · 
as w~ passed t hro ugh Dachau what tho;;. r t:actlon was of 300, 000 agc,nizing sculs 
s ubjectea t o tor tu.rs cYld disgr acE: . It v:a" gvcd, thvrEfor~, t o ~et out _'_r,to t he 
f o r ests wh~::rt:: nature , its elf, has a way of r apidly l ealing scar s and leavi ng a 
pl easant lanascape as a r erillnde r that U ,, r<:: is bea uty in thh worl d if we would 
only capture it. 11 

R.esolutiuns 
The: ~!.c ntana Stat,; Fed~:.. ration uf Laber at its annual r~1Leting rect...ntly adopt ed 
r Lsolut ivns stat ing t~3t: 

WE.. f;:..vor imrllt;diate action l n tht.: d··-Vt::lvpmc.nt of a state and natiuHal 
prvgram f or all foro:..s t lar,ds th<:.t will pr ot f-c t tne r'urests frv.r.l fire , 
ins ect s , and di sc:ase da.mage; pr<.,mote for·~ stry pr actic .... ·s tha t wi ll 
res~lt in full use of' th~:.. pruductive cap3city of tht.SL lands but not 
cveruse wt1i cn w<..uld bring <:-xnaustion of usable. tiruber at a latt:: r da t e ; 
promot e gr~:..ater u.L.i.lization of the wood product s therc;by eliminating 
w<:1ste and conserving timbt. r s u;: j)li .... s now ava..i.laol e ; and £)r c·vidE: fc.·r an 
aggr ess i ve sto.rt on r t f orts taticn o f l ands n<..w not r~ociucing anything 
of corr~crcial value. 

\'Jt s pecifically favor i mmediate action thr vuch the passage by Gongr~~s 
of a coop~rative insect c ontr ol l aw comparable t o the coopvr a tive fire 
c<-nt r ol law which wlll provide f or th~: prot~::ction uf privatdy u."'ned 
l ands !lt.W thrE-at ened by outbreaks uf destructive insect pests which 
each year des"troy much valuabl e timber in northern Idaho and western 
:.ior.tana . 
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W~:;. demand immediate action on an €Xpanded f ederal f <:1·est road d(.velopmE>nt 
pr ogram t o op~n up ir1accessible ti:nber stands in the mountainous cuuntry 
most of v1hich are 'l'f:i.thin the bounaaries of the Nati vnal Forests and which 
roaqs are ~eede::d if overmature or diseas ed timbe r is to be salvaged and 
t hese back ccuntry timbbr st-1nds put or: a bette::r rr.ar.aged basis. 

The ~tcntana State Fed.:oratior1 of Labe r assist the .State Fores try Depa rt­
m~nt wher ever possible in pr omoting timber cor1servatior. and sustained 
y.!.el d prcgr ams . 

Pr essure be brought upon t he next session of the Mont &na State Legislature 
t o provide funds fe r the r ef orestation of public-owned lands and the pur­
c hase oi' cut- over privat e- owned lands for the devel opme;:-Jt of a refor esta­
tion p:rvgrarr: whic11 will pr ovi de a maximwn lwnber production f or thE; futur e 
and security fer the workers emplcyed in t he Lumber Industr y . 

The Nat ional r 'eder atic n vf nusiness o.nd Frc.,fessional Wurnen 1 s Club.s at its biennial 
conventicn in Clevel and , C:1io , on J uly ll pas sed a r esulut ion .pr opcsing "That the 
!\rational fedE:r a t ion of Bus~ness and f r c.,fess.:..onal Vwmen 1 s Clubs ir.clude the study 
of the er1tire natural resc L.O.rce situation, i ncluding tne pnases cf t:i.1nber and 
timber prvducts, rangt. , fvn.ge, fivi.Ls, v1ildlife and watersheds ir, the next annual 
pr ogram made up fo.l.::i.v~v..:.ng t l.e pr e<: entat-ion c,f this r esc.luticn ." 

At its meet ing in St . Paul, Minnesot a, September 9-ll, t he International Associa­
tion of Game , /ish , and Conservation Co::uh.issioners passed t hE.: f cllov;ing r es olu­
ti~ns of inter est tc th~ Forest S er vice : 

Retent i on of Public Lands 
The public l anus of the United Stat es have b~en r etained, or purchased , 
by the people of the nation and so administered t-hat the gr eates t public 
bbnefits nave be~n d~rived ther~from . 

Certain i nttrasts a r b cc.nstantly striving to h.:J.ve these lands t r ans f erred 
to private ov;o., rship. 

TEEREFCHE. BE IT P.ESCLVED tha t.. this Associat i on oppost:: all proposals, 
iueludi::.g such m;;asur cs as Senate i3i ll S- 1945, ir1tE:.nded to c pen t!:e way 
tc transfer public lands to privatt> ownership . 

Withdr a'l'ials of f ublic Lands 
T!1er e a r li> ccntinual ,.,ithdrawals and dedications of public l ands, by 
executive bra:1chcs of the f E.d t:r al governmt::nt, withvu.t advance specific 
approval by Congr ess i n each i ns tance . 

THEREFUill BE IT .H.E.ScLVED that this Association recommt.r~d that Gcngr.::ss 
pass Swate Bill 2394 , which ·/\ill amt:nd t he. law to provide t r1at such 
v~ithdra.wals shall be made only wit!1 prior congr .:.. ssiona.l approval and 
cvnsent i n each cas0 . 

Acting Chie f 
t~ir. Kotek will s ervE: as Actir;g Chit:f beginning Nvvemb..;r ll until furt her notice . 
&.r . Loveridge will c0ntir.ue a s Acting Cr!ie!' until that tirne . 

Wo r k I mprovt:ment Su;<:gestion Published in Fire C<mtrol Notus 
Repairing drur~gtd fire canteens: fvr illustration and uxplanation, see page 19 
of the Octob.;r l issue c, f firE: Cvntrol Notes. The idea . was submitted t o the 
Work I r>:pr ovt.ruent Comrn.i.tt eeo by Ranger Dean Earl of R~gion 3. 
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W, o. ~i, Staff Meeting 
Some of the highlig:hts of his recent t ri p' to the South were ·old by Mr. Watts 
at the VI . 0. Bi g Staff MeetinG on Tuesday afternoon, May 13. This v.ras not an 
inspection trip, Mr. Watts pointed o}.lt., but just a.· s hort trip to again r;et 

me idea of what is going on in conservation in the South. 

lie spent S'3Veral days on the Geor [';e Wa;:,hingtoll and iiefferson· Nat ional: F'orests 
in Region '7. He was impre ssed pflrticule.rly with the way that Refion i s taking . 
hold of t .he wi.ld1ife problem in Virc;inia. By coopera.ti ve e.rre.ncemr:mt w:i. th the' 
State , every Runger District on these two Forests has one and sometimes two 
or three ftlll-time wildlife men .- . gar.te wardens - reporting 'directly to tho 
Fore:;t Ranger • . These men are e. r enl help to the Ranger il"_ ~nny wnys befiide·s 
wildlife matter~. 

Mr. Wutts naid he had requested Re gional Forester Evans to show him somr~ of 
the timber stand improvement work that hatl been done during CCC days in or der 
to find out if it' showed worth whil e results. He sA id h e b e lieved ho was . 
shown e. f.a.ir sample and while he hadn't gone into the economics of it , f r om 

~ a silvicult ure.! standpoint it han certainly pnid dividends . 

Recr eational a r ea s in the South are gettin~ much heavier u se than he had 
expected. These sitos ure pnrticula.rly popul a r for. picnics • . Almost every. 
cump o.nd picnic area sho.wed .evidence o f rather heavy use this year .even 

... though the season has not ·yet ope ned. The need for more "s ervice" en rr.ost 
ar eas was obvious. 

~ He spent two or three days on the Cherokee National Forest., Tennessee, most ly 
in connection with forest mana gement matters ., a lthough he a lso visited some 
recreational properties. He se..id. he . saw .some cutting on priyate lands in the 
immediate vicinity of the Cherokee Forest which st:rengthened his belief that 
demonstration and education alone wil l not do the j ob of bringing about good 
mana gement. 

Mr . Watts visited an area on the Conecuh Fo r e s t in souther n Alabama ., ;me r e 
he had spent e. day four years ago . A l ar ge pert of this forest is ridge land 
with scrub oak which has come . in e..fter the pine. had b.e~n . c~-t . Plantings ~.hat · .... 
go back six or seven years are· showing up most flffeotively and the bulk of this· 
ur e u. now looks very good , Mr. "'!'atts said. Some of the young trees aro now 
10 to 12 f eet tall . lie said if we want to spend money to do it we cfl!l r oce.pture 
areas that have been ·scrub oak by planting ·and keeping hogs out , 

~ben one sees the tremendous o.cree.go burned in the South., one·me.y get the 
·impression tm t ·we ure not making mucll progress there .. but when l ooking· at t he 
record on the ground and ooinparing condi thns no~ with what t hey were foUl: years 

3~58 ( ove r) 
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ago , Mr. Watts is . conv.inced that we ar e maki ng splendid pr ogr ess in fire• contro l 
in th.e South, with some exceptions. I t is perfectly clear, he said, tha.t our 
fir e centro 1 program in the South is dofini te ly paying diir~dends. 

Mr . Watts spo.ke of attending part of the joint meeting of the Gulf and South-· 
eastern Sections of the Soc:.ety of American Foresters e. t Biloxi, Mis s . One 
session of the meeting wa s a fi eld day in ~hich all kind s of woods equipment 
were demonstrated. Fores t Service part icipation consisted of a demonstration 
of fire pl ows and fire equipment. On the whole, he said, t:hi s was a well 
o r ganized show. Abo ut 500 peopl e , mor e than half of them from indu st r y , attended . 

J 
At the Society's banquet that night, J. B. Snyder, who is a ..., for.mer . L!i.euteruint 
Go vernor ~f l.lississippi, a newspaperman, and a member of the Conservation Com­
mission, was the principal speE>.ker. Having in mind the difficult ies we have 

\ been having in Mississippi, N'T. Watts was a littlo bit dubious beforehand a s to 
~ what t he speaker might say about the Forest ~ervioe . Much to his sur pri se , 
,~ Mr . Snyder spoke in glowing tenns of the Service and the mrk it . is doing in 

~.1ississippi. -
~~ .Watts said his r eport would not be comple t e if he didn't .t e ll about his 
deep see. fishing trip in Region 8 . Seven went along to tell hi m how to catch 
fish. Strange to say, he w~s t he only one of t hem tha t caught a fi sh during 
the trip . P€: rhaps t he l ength of the fish has increas ed somewhat i n the telling, 
but his best r eco llection is the. t i t was more than 40 11 l ong. ·Mr. Watt s c los ed 
l;>y sa ying that he d idn't know when h0 hnd botten more good out of ·a t rip. 
He said they had with them two For est Rangers who had been through one of the 
hottest fir e s easons and he learn~d from them mo~ e about the fire pr oblems 
in ~ississippi than he could ev6r l earn by sit ting in an offi ce . He sai d with 
that kind of young folks in the Service, o ld-timere needn't worry but that the 
for est Service will continue to be in good hands , whether in Mississippi or 
e l sewher e . 

--Add i tional Funds f or Access Roads 
T.he bill (S . 800) .which would make an addit i onal :~ 10, 000 , 000 available f or 
access r oads o ut o f t·he ·appropriat ion f o r tho Veterans' Emergency Housing Act 
of 194 6 has been passed by the Senate and r eferred t o the Hous e Co~~ittee on 
Banking and Currenoy. (In Infor rra tioh Dige st, Mar ch 20, 1947.) . 

Pr oposed Transfer o f Military Land to Was a tch Fore st 
The Secr etary oi' Agricul.tur e i n his r epo r t on S. 1112 to· the Sena·te Committ~e 
on Ar~ne d Services has s~rongly urged the t r ansfer of two t racts , totalling 
6636 acre s , within the Fort Dougl as Military Reservation to the Fo r est 
S,ervice for administration as a part of the Vlasatch Nationa l Fo r est , House 
hearings o~ this bill were held on May 1,9. 

Fire Prevent ion Camp~ ign Is Evid ent l y "Takin~" in the Schools 
Charles w. Matt ison o f the w. 0 . Di vision o f Inforrration and Education r eports 
that Frank Conno lly of Region 7 and he were · driving through Philadelphia i n an 
offici al For es t Se.rvi c e ca r on the start of a f .i e .ld t ri p when they stopped f or 
a t r affic light on a v e r y busy street . A n ewsboy saw tho ear and in spite 
of a pouring rain, da s hed t hro ugh t r affic to a sk, 11Say do you fe l le rs have mo r e 
o f thos e f or e s t fir e p,osters and stamps?" Mr . Connolly r epli ed , " Sur e , son, 
just s end us a .oard .:. we have l ots· of them. 11 As · they s t arted on, the boy yelled, 
"O. · K., mi ster, I ' ve got yo.ur a tidress . The teache r ·gave i t to us in class." 
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·.tegislatiim Coming 
·" BOISE, Idaho (FPNl-Lyle F 
Watts, chlef' of the U. S. Fores1 
Service, last week on a tour 0 1 

forest areas in Idaho re-empha· 
~. sfied ·-that fegislation to ·preve"n: 

what he termed the cutting of tim­
ber twice as fast as it grow;; will 
be pressed by the U. S. Foresl 
,Service. 

" We who have made a· study ol 
foresfry know that it is not a 
healthy national condition when 
we cut' our ·timber twice as fast a~ 
it grows; imd we hav~ been doing 
just that," Watts is reported a< 
saying, adding that "99 per cent of 
the cutting .is on private.ly owned 
lands." 

Leaders in private forestry for 
several months have been prepar­
ing, if necessary, to battle any at­
tempt by the U. S. Forest Servi~e 
to encroach on what they believe 
to be their private interests. How 
great the fight will be against any 
proposed legislation to control cut­
ting will, naturally, depend upon 
tl:le objectives oJ the legislation 
itself. Chief Forester Watts each 
year in his annual reports has ex­
pressed the need for public regu­
lation. _ · 

n;-; his 1944 report. Wa tts said: 
"One important lesson that should 
be learned from the war is that in­
dividual security is largely with­
·out foundation in the absence of 
national security. Sinc.e this is so, 
it· follows that security, whethet· 
i ndividual or collective, demands 
that the public interest take prece­
dence over individual interests. 
This is especially impor tant with 
reapect to forest practices so as to 
keep the land reasonably pt·oduc­
tive. Forest capital or grov.ring 
stock must be conserved, or re­
p laced if dissipated, whether or 
not the i..ndi..v~dual landowners has 
any interest in the continuity of 
~is forest enterprise." 

A "fight to the finish" on t he 
control issue may well get started 
j ust as soon as war urgency leave 
lumber production and before in­
creased manpower and equipment 
has an opportimity to stee 1!1p pro­
duction to meet domestic demands. 
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Mr. Watts as Chief fol'este~ 
Announcement that Lyle F. ·watts, iorn 

, regional forester sta tioned in P oriland, has bE 
I appointed chief of the forest service, wil l oc 

sion much congra tu lator y comment in the : 
cilic northwest, whet•e the new chief of I 
timberlands is widely known and as wid• 

j l iked. Mr. Watts served i n Portland from 1 
spring oi 1939 to the autumn of l;~st year, wh 
he was summoned to the 11alional capital t.o I 
come an a~sislant to Secretary of Agr iculil 
Wiekard. 

Meantime lhe office of chief .fot·es ter had be 
vacant, by the death o·f F . A . S ilcox i n 19; 
What more natural than that Mr. Watts' empl< 
ment in Wash ington, in the depart,nent o.f ag 
culture, should r esult in his la~er appointme 
as chief forester ? No representative o.f 'the fon 
service assigned to this region e ver attain 
greater popula r ity, and commonly it w ill nc 
be remarked that h is promotion to the post 

r chief is in every way admirable~ "A fine chat: 
sa id S tanley G. Jewett of the fed eral fish at 
wild life survey, "and an excellent forester , bo 
practical and scientific, A better choice cou 
not ha ve..been _m_a_d_e_.'_' _.,__J _-_1_0_ - L J 
~ '-'- I"· Cv 1-L '!.."''-



/ 

The New Chief Forester. 

Lyle Watts is considered well qualified in his professic 
through practical, technical and administrative experie'nt 
for his new position as chief forester uf the United Statt 

Mr. Watts enjoys the wholehearted confidence of the Fe 
est Service itself, insuring cooperation to the fullest exte 
f rom the various regions with which he was associat' 
before his advancement. 

Forestry has been his life career. He has pursued 
with keen intelligence, enthusiasm and perseverance. I 
has seen its varying phases from every angle, as a teache 
as a research director, from the field, and from the region 
headquarters of the Middle West, the mountain count! 
and the Pacific Coast. He has met the lumberman, tl 
stockman, the farmer, the miner, the scientist, becomir. 
acquainted with their problems, finding sympathy wit 
their efforts. 

His Missoula acquaintances and associates of the fh 
years that he spent here thoroughly approve of the admi1 
istration's choice of Lyle Watts as the chief forester of th 
United States as the most appropriate selection that coul 
be made. 
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I The/ ~oJest Pr~gram 
U ea:rt-te. <J-, Ta.n ·(5 -1-:3 -

ONE of the most construe- th~s connect ion is the a 
tive parts · of Governor pomtment of Lyle F. Wa1 

LanO'lie's message to the leg- to. t he long vac~nt post 
islat~re was that dealing with ch1e~ of the natwnal fon 
Washington's forestry prob- serv1ce. . 
lems As we ha ve often pomt 

A · the overnor well says: out, national and st ate gc 
s g ernments must work togeth 

"The state can ill afford to 
sit back and ignore the signs of in solution of forestry pre 
a declining resource, for not only !ems. Federal action as W 
is the prosperity of the state in- as state action nas lagged. 
v olved, but the very life of many Mr Watts' appointme 
commuitiea is jeopardized.'' mean's, not merely that t 

Two other matters are forest service will have ale~ 
w~rth~· of special attention at er who can head up natior 
th1s time. efforts, but one who will 

One is the indorsement of in a remarkably good positi 
the proposed state forestry to coordinate national a 
program by the Washington state programs. 
State Federation of Labor., As regional forester wi 
This is a welcome sign tha offices at Portland for rna: 
organized labor is alive-to th years, the new chief forest 
danger involved to state pros is intimately acquainted wi 
perity and to the welfare o Pacific Northwest problen 

I all workers, if t!1e state's No But his efforts alone will 
1 industry is permitted to de- unavailing unless there is ~ 
cline. It indicates, too, that tion in the states most.dee} 
organized labor is aware of concerned. 

I its re:;ponsibilities in pro mot- This legislature should n 
ing the general welfare of the adjourn without doing i 
state. part toward safeguarding o 
· The other development in forests. 
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NEW CHIEF FORESTER 
President Roosevelt has at last appointed a chief forester 

to fill the vacancy caused by the death of F . A. Silcox. The man 
he has named is Lyle F . Watts, recently regional forester in 
Portland. In the latter position Mr. Watts, of course, was 
the superior officer over the Deschutes forest ami-he was a 
not infrequent visitor here. He was concerned.,by .. and made 
intensive studies of the local forest situation and problems. 
We may be assured of his sympathetic attitude toward this 

• I region. " 

1 
These are selfish reasons for our pleasure over the Watts 

ppointment. There are others not selfish at all and includi11.g 
atisfaction that Lyle Watts's competence is thus recognized 

and that at the head of this important bureau is being placed 
a man who is friendly, of simple habit, well tr ained and 
certain to succeed. 
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G len. Incidentally this inn and the postmaster's home in 
Glen Brittle are the two best centers for exploration of the 
peculiar wild beauties of Skye. 

A few general remarks should be added. Nowhere in Great 
Britain are the mountains h igh by American standards. Ben 
Nevis, the highest, is under 5,000 feet. Sgurr Alasdair in Skye 
is only 3,309 feet. Scafell P ike (English Lakes) is 3,210 feet. 
Snowdon (North Wales) is 3,560 feet. Yet almost without ex­
ception these mountains rise virtually frnm sea level. T his fact, 
together with their sharpness of outline and sheer ruggedness, 
give at least the illusion of their being comparable to some of 
our Rockies-for example, those in Glacier Park, where the 
scenery is not dissimilar. The British country is glaciated, 
and hence lakes are abundant. Rai n may be expected during 
July and August. May, J une, September and October are 
the favored months for hiking. "Camping out" is infrequent, 
because simple accommodations, reasonably priced, are usually 
near enough e1·en the wildest areas for the packless, rapid hiker 

to reach them br nigh t fall. Parts of Scotland are an excep­
tion, and the usual tenting or pack equipment is se rviceable. 
Apart f rom the Scottish glens, very little of the wild area 
is fo rested. Consequently views along the trails are unob­
structed, and the trails themselves are often either rocks or 
bog. Many of the best routes are tr~illess, but are so out in 
the open that there is no danger of losing the way. The chief 
hazards are on the rocky trailless peaks when clouds and fog 
come. These peaks are really dangerous and there are not 
infrequent casualti es. 

Naturally, few if any of us will have the opportunity to 
visit the Bri tish Isles until the war is over. When that day 
comes, I hope that any member of the Wilderness Society 
who does visit Britain will carry the courage of his convic­
tions with him and search out those places in the Isles which 
do not yield their joys easily, and which do not yield them 
at all except to those who are ready to " pit the strength of 
lung and limb against the ~ocks until the heights are gained." 

Lyle W. Watts New Chief of the Forest Service 

GREETINGS to the new Chief of the Forest Ser vice, 

Lyle W . W atts, who was appointed J anuary 8 to fill 

the vacancy caused, on November 12, 1939, by the 

death of Major Ferdinand Augustus Silcox. Mr. W atts had 

been serving in Secretary Wickard's office fo r a couple of years 

on post-war plans for the Pacific Northwest, later in Depart­

ment activities related to farm labor. 

He came f rom the Northwest, where his experience included 

all phases of the administrative branch of the Forest Service, 

four years as Director of the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest 

and Range Experiment Station, and two years in the field of 

forestry education during which he organized the School of 

Forestry at Utah Agricultural College. 

M r. W atts has served in four of the nine national fo rest 

regions: in the Intermountain Region at Ogden, Utah, and in 

the Northern Rocky Mountain Region at Missoula, M ontana. 

In 1936 he was appoin ted Regional Forester for the N orth 

Central Region (including national forests in Illinois, Indiana, 

Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and W isconsin) . I n 1939 
he was made Regional Forester in the N orthern Pacific Region 

with headquarters at Portland, Oregon. 

H e had extensive experience in meeting problems involved 

in creation of wilderness areas in the Forest Service during 

periods of controversy between conservationists and business 

men, principally m iners, who wanted to exploi t areas of all 

kinds. In those in which the Wilderness Society was involved, 

we found M r. Watts sound and reasonable. He was born in 

Iowa in 1890. H e knew Bob Marshall well. 
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U. S. War Bonds 

Watts Lists 
Steps ·To Insure 
\Needed Wood 

Mr. W. P. McGuire, 
"The Southside Virginia New;," 
Petersburg, Virginia. 
Dear 1\~. M(}Guire: 

In ihe three decades prior to 
the war, our estimated total re­
serve vf standing saw timber 
was reduced almost 40 per cent. 

Lumber imd pulpwood are 
now among the most critically 
needed war supplies, and the 
lbain on our forests continues 
in excess of the annual rate of 
timber growt~.' 

Such a downward trend can 
resuU only in increased scarcity 
of timbe1; and increased cost of 
lumber products that are essen­
tial both in war and p eace. 

To meet estimated future re~ 
quirements for 'timber, we shall 
have io take posHive steps to 
ke~p all our fore~f l!'nd green 
and ~!"owin&". Among them are 
these steps: 

1. '1'o s top further depletion 
of our remaining forest lands. 

2. To do a big job o'f re­
storing forests on the millions 
of acres that already h1i.ve been 
reduced to non~productivity. 

3. To cut down the 120,000 
to 200,000 forest and woods fires 
which each year are carelessly 
or intentionally -set by man and 
which burn ov.er more acres 
than there are in N ew York 
State, which kill enough timber 
to build · 215,000 five-room 
homes, and which require near­
ly 1 ,000,000 man-days of fire 
fighting labor-time and labor 
which·s hould be spen t in factor­
ies and on farms. . . . Fores-t 
and woodsfires, it is plain, are 
a -very serious matter. 

I am therefore delighted th at 
you and The Southside Virginia 
New11 are s tressing the value and 
Importance of WOOD; the n eed 
for cutting it wisely and for r e· 
plen!shing its souraes; the im­
portance of protecting forests 
and farm woodlands fr om fire. 

And I want you to know that 
in doing thh , you and your pa­
per are, ill my opinion, making 
2 very definite contribu tion to 
the war effor t and the p eace. 

L YLE F . WATTS, 
Director 

United St ates Forest Service. 
Washington. D. C., Oct . 3!1. 

. LYLE F. WATTS, Chief 
U. S. FO~ST SERVICE 

Forest Chief's 
Big Job. 

Wartime c.lrief of the U. S. For­
est Service, Lyle F . Watts h olds 
an important, many-sided job, th e 
successful administration of which 
.af.fects the lives of .the Amer f.can 
.people ·in many ways. 

Responsible for the aam1nistra­
tion of the 158 National Forests 
scatter ed from Alaska to Florida 
and from Maine t o California, as 
well as of t he 12 fores t experiment 
stations ·and famous F orest P ro­
ducis La:boratory at Madison, Wis., 
Chief Watts is also general super­
visory •head of ·the various coop· 
erative programs .through which 
t he Federal government works to 
help State and private owners of 
timberland raise standards of 
management. produocivit.y and 
c-ommunity service in all the for­
est r egions. 

~ls S~a!.'y 
Toqay, :tvr..r. Wat,ts is deeply con· 

cerned with three things: 
First, that the for est re.source 

-shall make the greatest possil)le 
contribution toward w.inning t he 
war . 

Second, that in so far as po,s­
;.:;i,ble .this contribution of timber 
and forest products sha11 be made 
w ithout avoidable sacr ifice of pro-
d ucing forests. -

Third, t hat at the sarlie;;t pos.>i-
11 .. 1- ------4 .&.L - "'r T-...!J.. - -2 ("(J,. _,,4.,.,_ 
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o·uroooRS 
with 

J. HAMMOND BROWN 

Among the matters that will be 
thoroughly discussed at the forth­
coming Conseryation Forll!ij, to be 
held at the Lord -Baltimore Hotel 
the morning and afternoon of 
Wednesday April 12. will be the 
present and fu ture problems of 
forestry control. 

T he question will be covered 
not only by our own State for­
ester, J oseph F. Kaylor, but will 
also be approached from the Fed­
eral viewpoint by Lyle F. Watts, 
ch1et of the Om ted States Forestry 
Service. 

IMPORTANT SUBJECT 

Among the eighteen resolutions 
adopted by the Outdoor Writers' 
Association of America at its an­
nual conference held in Columbus, 
Ohio, last F ebruary was one deal­
ing with this same question of for­
estry r egulation for the po~t-w~r 
period and the receptic;m that th1s. 
resolution has r eceived all over 
the country illustrates perfectly 
how important this subject has 
become. 

The resolution in question, aft er 
reciting present forestry condi­
tions, especially the differences of· 
opinion as between F ederal agen­
cies, between the States and the 
Government and diverg~nt view­
points of the private li.unbering 
agencies, ca lled upon· the Presi­
'dent of the United States to .hold 
a conference of all these divergl!nt 
agencies that they might compose 
their various viewpoints So thl\t 
the impact upon our forestry rf!­
sources by industry might be 
within the bounds of wise prac­
tices. 

NEED U. S. CONTROL 

The answers to this resolution 
show. clearly the need for such. a 
conference. The Federal agencies 
all stress the need of Federal con­
trol, the State forestry depart- · 
ments almost unanimously declare. 
for less Federal interference, 
while the private lumbering inter-. 
ests stand out for· self-regulation, 
with a minimum interference from 
either State or Federal Govern­
mental agencies. 

The question of forestry_ regu­
lations is further complicated by 
the acknowledged fact ·that we 
have had no adequate. survey of 
our national forestry resources. 

(. 

.r' 

SITUATION I N M UDDL E 

When Secretary Wickard of the 
'Department of Agricultur~ states 
thf.t we are over:..cutting our ·for­
estry_ crops the private an~ some 
State agencies counter w1th the 
stat ement that tliis is not true, and 
that the forestry resource of the 
country can well withstand the 
current crop-taking. It is unfor­
tunate that neither side can prove 
its statements. That is why the 
present forestry situation is in 
somewliat of a muddle. 

It is to be hoped that the pro­
jected national survey b~ ~e 
American Forestry Asso~1abon 
may be successfully carried out. 
Such a survey will iron out many 

·present-day difficulties and· for:n 

\
a b8.$is for proper procedure m 
the m ture. 

(OVER) 
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Chief 'F~~~§.ter Expresses 
A.mazeme11t-At Progre§§ He:re ... -< .~ 

- . - ·· · .. . ·-
At a dinner gi\le.."1 last r-~~-'t at · IV!·r. Watts expr!;s:,~d amaz~~en~· 

Ocean Pend 111 honor ,of Ly F. a.t the progress that has been 
Watts, Chief Forester of the made in this section in refore­
Unite_d States. p.t, whicl~, he statton - and conservation. Mr: 
American Turpentine Fa mers Wfi.tts based his remarks on ob­
Associad on and the Fore$t FFm- servations made ·in a .tour of 
er~Associatlon were jo!n~ h,osts, much of south Georgia and 

_/:- . · : . .....) North Florida. ' 
In the course of his remarks 

• Mr. Watts said that conservation 
of the nation's forests was a · 
matter that shOuld bP. the con­
cern not only of timber · owners, 1 
but of every individual and of alJ j 

· government "agencies, state and 
r.ational. · . 

He expressed the hope that it 
would be posslble for owners and 
aJ; government 11genci~s "to join 
in a coperative_. program: · th_a~ 
•kould ~lead~ tq · preservation :,.o-f 
the iorests and to the' rebuilJ­
ing of this :gre.at1 : natural 're .. l' 
source. Mr. · Watts · "' inthnated, 1 
tl:at it WflS his · belief. th.at .. this . 11, could be best served .by govern- }I 
ment regulations' ot torests: · · 

Mr. Watts said..' that:· ··,be had 
1 never seen a section tp~~ c~uld 

I 
take the abu~ that ·bad.· beeh 
handed to it in the matter of 
improper forest , :pr~~Jtces·' ·~nd I 
come back for ' inQre· asllad· been I 
true of south ri.iibr~ia. an.d,' North 
Florida. . - .~ .• ·' · , ... 1 ' 

.Mr • ..watts ~ Was ·.ln~Oduced 'by 
. Harley Langdale;~ : p_r:esr~el}t : of 
the American Turp_ent\ne' Farm­
ers Association;' ··In a short talk; 

· Mr. Langdale expressed the plea-
·sure of ·timber owners· in this 

. ·sectl!)n_ in ~~vi~g · _ M~, W~tt~ 
~ come to see for himself what is 
1 being done in thiS section in tl}~. 
, development and preservation of 
1 fQr.est resou~ces . . Mr. Langdale 
,( p·ointed. out .that :· t~ts was the 
I first time a . Chief F-orester had 

~ , ·ever visited this-area 'and lie ex-
pressed the hope that Mr. ·watts' 

I visit would lead to a better,- un­
\ derstandi.Iig on the- part· cit the 
i federal government·of ·the prob­
, lema confronting southern for- ' 

estry. ·· ... .. . .. 
Among the out' ur town offi­

cials· at the dlilnel' ··last night 
were: 'E. L. ~mnibn,. supei'in:.. 
tendent of th~· south~rn. for.e'st 
Experimeqt StatJon; ~N:~\Y- 0~­
leans;.· Joseph C; ·Kirch~;~ region:.. 
al ,fo.rester-·.united ·stites ··FOrest 
service;-Athi'nta¥'--"'!:r:-·L-. ~Bishop-,· 
·assistant regional ·fore~r . IJ, "ol.­
Malsbarge,r, Flor.tda state tqres.:-

. tei , ,and;• ,•. C.J~ P: .. . K~~;. 1\(a~n. 

r~Fla.;;. dil'ec~l,_ng ·llt3' ,pt .:tl;l~ JI'OZ::: · 
esti FIU'P!-efS, ~tfo.. l • 

~ , 
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Hare is aoout all ws have here about th' . Watts. In it. ,-ou 
will ~lean the salient .taote about hie lite. Be 11 a 
ret1oe~ and rcttiring l'lllln, and so anoodotea about him ue 

» ·--

hard· . .to tind. B owever, 1t th1a arouaee ,our inter eat, c4 
micee ,ou think JOU 110~ like a couple o:t additional &Deodotes, 
I' 11 find some atoriea to till the bil l . l wnted to s•t 
t hia .material off to 70u tonight , c.a l prcnaind. Drop mo e. line 
it there ie something speoitio that I oan di~ up tor you. 

G • A . W.CID l1ALJ) 

( 

In t~ Division of Information and Education 

Enclosures included: 

Southside Vir ginia Newa article 
Pil~E article, and Parade manuscript 
Story in clip sheet 8- 11-45 
Items f r om Inf. Di gest 55 ( 5/ 23/47) and 72 (Inf. Di gest 7/ 2/46) 

Photos 432088~ Lewis B. Holt with Mr . Watts~ Release 1/ 13/47 
G}J~cDonald:ABS with photo; and Dec . 24, 1946 story on 

Watts Signs Pact (with photograph) 



(Printed in tho Southside 
Vir61nia New., Potorsbure~ Va,, 
Uov«lber 9• 1944) 

Rospon:1ble f or t~ ~~niatr~~ion of tho 158 Rational foreata 

aoattored fro!:l Alaal:L\ to Plorida and tron th.1:ne to Ca.Ufornia_ as wll 
r l 

Laoorat.ol1{ n lhdiaon, Tlic,, " tho Chie:r" is talso seuenl auporviao:17 

head ot t;w v:JJ"iol.UJ coopa..~-:ivo proe~ throug4 which the Fedoral ~verDDnlt 

'II'OJ'l:l t ;> holp Stn.to cmd pri~to ~~ r4 ti:!:lbo:rland raiso swncJorde of 

~!8:118Ilt• p1"00UOt1vit7 and oor.JilUlrlty Gorl1ce m All t.ilo forest J'8.gi0ZIIe 

1 day; .. ~. ••iltta ia doopq com rnG<i t.dth tzuooo th..in&u ~at, that 

tho .toro.Jt ro~our-ce aball r.Wc~ the groutest poaaiblo eontricutiOJl ward 

of tbbt~r and fo~ost produota eha.ll oo =.:1o without avoiGablAt I&Crit1oe ot 

produoing tOJ"eS'ta• fh1N• that &t iiho eo.rlieat po••1ble ~ the t!aiW 

Sta.wa ahall adopt a bl"oad fedoral.State oooperat1..., progea oaloulated to 

oolltrol d.e&truot$vo outtiA$ ptaetioes oa priw.te toreat 1ADl aad to put thl 

fore~t "t"asource on a coldi%aloua production ~ tbat will bzoillg a DGW 

1tabilit7 tmd proaperitJ to toron workera• iD!usviee a:d ~"-•• 

111", W..tta entered the Porest Sen'ioe U years ago• to1J.owin& graduat10il 

with the de~ of BalShelor of .Sciclnoe ill iorestrr from Io• state Collo&e. 

Save f(Jr t%'0 ,._., whaQ he lett the senioo 1i$Dp()rer.Ur to orp.nise tbl 

Sohool ot Fore.tzoy ot Utah Agri.W.tural College• hia go"Yar~ nn1M 

1ae been oontimtoua. 



\ 

Bei'CU"o ho ~1: ~ ohi fin J3nuary of 1~, his oxparienoa 

illalaied all ~trt•• of Forest Sonioo wo:-k• fro• f"b'o guard to ragio:ol. 

fQf'ester tu:ld t!l.o direcrtora!rlp of aD exrl(trimmiJ atatioue He -rm-ad in 

tout' of th3 t on Ji oro•t sernce J"egicma .f ... reP,cmal f01test6r fOl' th8 

I4ke am Ce.:ltr a.l Stewt ann ~r th3 ?a-,ifio lo!"t~st. aD1 :t.c tn.,.le4 

a%ld studied in all the othln. 

Jto. ltl."tts ltns b;r.n in Cerro Oo:do co~. loa, in lS006 l:t.rlo s~ -
moet of hin ~l ~s in tbc P-:J.ai:N.o F~rt}:roct, ~oh fi'cm t ha stQr.Q~ 
/ ~ ..... .._,_, -. .. _. 
ot old-gro· lth. t1.obcr .roeel"'ral it o.tt~ o l l<Jd the J:X)Dt i:zportan~ tm"Sst 

neiOD in tM Un!:to<l stn~ "• Hot .~ go• }'.e t.rv.voled 4Xtil~1~l;r1n 

aplo~ tJy 1!:JU11 tir.u c;i .ind.i"'id\el'• 'bu-fi doe:>l7 la=:l,)ntod tho c~~ 

taot t hl 'j 1 ax- utt~. !~oi~~to !'1:.-<e~ protaot! on en4 otr.sr f'ol'"(l~• 

deatroying t l'Ooa still prcwil uyon met ooutllcrn torott ltuld • 

....... 
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YieWatt~tApL B-

23f0v es' 'f'Jatio;~IEF~:Stos;;;;~~ 
. l And Other Prominent 

. .. ();r Cl:rC e Men EnLertained At t 

L b J b 
7 . 

Urn er 0 / Lyle F . Watts . , chiE'f of the · Mountain H ome a 
• ~Uuilctl. Slates Fores t ser vice, could be one of t 

who come hcz·e ycsterday fo r· a of A mer ica. The 
L 1 l>rief inspection tour of the Se- grent trees, w hi 

Un ity .,;1 SWtaatlts, Fchicft fsorcs~cr, quoia National ForeRt. was the growinP" for mo 
"'· cs ores el'VJcc , t f h 1 'l · ht t , . tJ 1 

Washington, D.C., was grc(Jt}y im- 'fues o onodr abs Jntg·H a -~ t~ars,_rlwas eps~~ 

-...u:-...... urn 
~imber 

pressed wlth the fine stand of \'i r- lt~n~r arrange . y . owa1 1e s:u , ne~er 
gin tim! c · th A b k. SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER Wt!ham11, exE'cuttv" se<: retary of out nf pubhc cont 
circle fl)n~ 1 ~xm~css~d u~~ti:f~rct~~~ 8_ 19• 45 the . PortE'rvllle ?Jmmhcr of Com- o·f'nf'l'llltons to c_r 
for the development of plans of the me1 ce, ~t the ,f alm Cafe. years to comE', wtl 
local forest officers in bringing a ~N~b ~[[N f[JR Other' distln~uishf'd guests pres- over ~he world, t.< 
sus tai ned yield lumber industry to ent were §3. B. Show, r~gional fo r· beauttes Of the Sz• 
Placer County f rom the timber on , ester ~rom San ~ranczsco; ~ - T Other ~peakers~ 
the Forest H i I I Divide. T he vir- Hutchinson, nsststant r e g10na. the cuttmg of tz 
gin limber stand to be developed ~Uil[]INb ~[J[JM forester ; S. N. Wycoff, director of tain Home, said t 
by the United States Foi·est Se rv- e'.'perimental r esearch in <?alifor- small numb~r of 
ice includes ~.000,000,000 board ma_; Floyd Iverson, supervtsor o~ been cut, WJth fa 
feet of timber. the Inyo National Fo1·est ; E . J . ' laJ'gely used corr 

The plan calls for location of a Elli<?tt, S"Upervisor of the Sequoia that the state is t 
finishing mill in the Auburn area The United States' post war Nn~JOnal Forest and P~ul Struble, area, the great t~ 
with access to the timber stand building boor;n will be hampered .assistant forest supervzsor. ser·ved for post er• 
p1·ovidcd by a $1,000,000 road by Jack of lumber, it was pre- Mayor Chnrh~M J. Cummings Pra.lse Commu 
which is to be constructed .by the dieted here yesterday by Lyle F. presided, and welccJ!ned the ouL Regional F'ures 
federal government. Survey for Watts, chief of t he United ~tate! of tuwn gue11ts to Portervill!l. that we halL a w-
the rolod has ·been completed and Forest Service. Others pr.e::.ent wt-r·e: City Cler·k lhf' hu<:k (:ounlry 
the first work on the road is ex- Many west coast mills seem Jap glletlge, C.:ity Mrwnge r F.lmer ty, anti ht- praise 
pe;{cd to s tart soon. 'Slated to "go out of bUsiness" L. Long, DiMLI'ict Manal;;'er· R. ·R. this ct.mrnunity 
· S . ·o. Show, regional forester, because the "supply of logs Is Hpa.t•lt.!l of the Southt-m Califumia support of Lht' Fo 

USFS, with headquarters in San ve:-y restricted" at present, de· Etlison Co.; Donalc.l L. Jone.~. f<u·- r·ector WycuCf sai• 
Francisco, was a member of the clared Watts, CUJ.T~ntly mali:ing a mer president of. the Chamber of native 1;on of Ca l 
party which visited Auburn last tour of the national forests in Commerce; Vincent McH emy ano inl~nsely interes t< 
F riday. He restated forest service Humer W. Wood, local publisher. velopment. He sa. 
plans for development of the Au- the California region. A splendid steak dinner· wa!l the for est servi~t 
bw'Tl working circle along lines he .NO STOCKPILES. s erved with all of the trimminus·. ' fact. We ha ve a " 
outlined when approval of the And as for lumber stockpiles, A large banquet of asters wa~ ~n t he bow," he sai' 
ccunty ~oa rd of supervisors was he added, "substantially, there the h eat! table and ornamental . he was for a pel') 
given to the transfer. ?f ~5,000 just aren't any." figurines wert~ 'used in the table timber and wate 
acres oi Southern PacJflc timber Luberjacks who in the last cen- decorations. The ~vice was ex- conse1-vation, ht 
holdings. to the United States For- tury started west after cutting cellcnt, und Secretary Williatru~ not only be u st 
es t Serv tce. These plans call for down the Maine forests have is to he congratulatctl on the a!'- fo r our· own marl 
sal": of the timber on a sustain~ng ~;eached the E'nd of their trail in rangements. for export. 
bas1s oand to a .c'?nc~rn ~h1~h the Pacific Northwest with "no Chief Fort>.o.;t~r ~~aks . Supervisor· Ell 
would operate a fm1shmg rrull m place to go any more," empha- Chief W'it.t'ts . ~<puke br·il'!'ly of his the forest. personr 
the Aubu~n .area. . . sized the forest service chief. trop into the ::;couoia National of praise fo r the 

Others m -the party . whrch VIS- Lumbermen can turn to Alaska Forest with Fores t ~IIJ ICt'Vi~o r El- doing. In the cou 
ited Auburn last ·Fnday were: liott and nt !te.:, of the forest ning, Mr. Elliott 
S~ephen Wyckoff, director Ca_lifor- for pulp wood but not construe· ser·vice men, Ilk tr ip being made words of praise . n 
ma ~orest and Range\' ~xpenment lion timber, he said. yesterday , r 1, . ,.11,,. ,n. T he party s upet·iors; but f1 
StatJOn, Berkeley; D eW1tt Nelson, MUST CONSERVE. was takE'n t .. Ll~<· Moun tain Home townsmen. It w 
state f_orest~r of California; Edwin The administrator of 158 na· count ry, whi-'.t 1,; soon to becom., that Supe1-visor I 
~- Sm1th, supervisor ~ldorado Na- tiona l forests in forty·two States, t he prope! Ly of the state. la rgely in~tr ·umer. 
tlonal Forest, Placerville; Wallace declared it was his belief that The rh it l t'nrt!ster who hall hil; the Fores t Servi 
Hutchins on, assist~nt regiona_l fo r - the 341 millions of acres of land hendqua, ten;. a t W~sh'ington, D. to Porte1·ville, an• 
ester. San Fr~nc1sco; Melvm. E. which remain in private owner· c., was t-m ph<l.tic in his crit icism president of the 1 
Barron, supervisor, Modoc Ndwn- ship eventually will hav.e to oh· Of the ! im ber waste at Mountain Commerce w ith ll 
al Forest, Alturas; Paul Sta them , serve "certain minimum consen'a· Home. He :;;l id' tha t he had never Mayor Cum mi 
sup~rvisor ·Mendocino National tion standards" to "provide s& seen su, h tlt:':;tructivenE'ss to for- Mayor Cummiu, 
Forast, Willows; Guerdon Ellis, h ests in his u ·a vd s from Alaska t o oeoole of Por·ten 
supervisor Tahoe National Forest. ~u:~~n~?r the community and t 8 California anti s:.tid that this in- what the Forest ~ 
Nevada City; Harry Camp,_ re - .discrimin~tc \:ltl ling of timber fo r Porterville, ar 
source manager Tahoe Natwnal had left h im d .. m·.,.x.<~ed. ThP. citizens of this c• 

c-~Forest, Nevada C.Lty. always sto.nu re: 
·Fores t Service ir 
it could . SupE'rvi 
that the compleli< 
Divide hig hway \1 

wondel'ful countr. 
ists. A section o 
pusH throug-h the 
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THE CHIEF C!.N Tf.KE IT 

Chief, Lyle F. 1!"at·ts completed his inspect~on tour of the California Region 
;I~ at· Los Angeles· on August 31 and left for Tucson, Arizona on September 2. During 
~ his 23 days' stay in the State he travelee 3125 n iles by automobile and met more 

than 450 offic ers of R-5, California For e st &. Range Experiment Station, ·and ""~; ·' 
Emer genc.y Rubber Proj ect, plus some 20 officers of Reg ion 6 and 85 Federal and 0{1 

" 

Stat e officials, lumbermen· and conservaticnists. 
·· ·The second l eg of the trip started with a t wo- day inspection of the Energenc 

· Rubbe r Project at Salinas where thousands of ·acres of gr O\ving guayule and the ex• 
traction plant' were inspected , followed by a breather-trip to Monter e y, Carnel and 
the 17-hlile Scnnic Drive' - all under the direction of Dire ctor Paul n oberts and 
his staff. One -half day and night stop was ma ce at the San J oaquin Expe r iment al 
Range to see and discuss with the scie ntists fr om the CF&RES, Unive r sit y of 
California , and Agricultural College at Davis the n:any pr oblems confronting the 
live stock owner. The visit t o the Sie rra For~st included an inspecti~n of the 
Northfork "compound,'" a visit t o the nearby Sa\'JIJill and a trip t o the r ecreat ion 
areas around liunti.ngt on Lake:. '!'he high spot of t his c~ay \7as tho Sutlptuous lunch­
on-the-la~n givun by the ladies of· the Sierra, in which 53 pe opl e t ook part. 

From Fre sno the party went t o the Sequoi a Fcr est and enj oyed a steak­
barbeque unde r the Bigtree of Balch Park; viewed the devestation of Bi gtroe s being 
cut from nearb· · private lands f or f ence posts and gr ape stakes, in an ar ea which 
the State will s oon buy f or a Stat e Park. Saturday t ook the party through the 
guayule fields and rubber plant at Bakorsfie l d , the n on t~ Mt. Pinos in Los Padre s 
For e st; throuBh the Ante l ope Valley to Palndale, a nd Bif; Pine s Pork, v1i th tho nie;h· 
spent in the nountnins at Wrightwood on the Angeles ~ Sunday tho Chief had a l ook 
o.t the Ca j on Pass fire vthich rambled 8 miles in t wo hours, o.nd thon spent tho r e ­
mainder of the d£".y vie\ving the endle ss strooos of ce.rs and h or des of peopl e wh o 
c omo on a week-end to the Crestline -La ke Arrowhead section of tho S:1n Berne r dino 
Forest, t ogethe r with the congos.tod public cE>np r r ounds and "villv.gos" of sUI:lr.ler 
h omes . 

The final dcys of the trip wer o spent on tho l'.nge l es For est r;ith a t our of 
flood c ontrol pr oj ects, a. visit t o Mt . '.i1ilson, Charlton. Flats and Buckhorn; an 
aut o trip through the industrial a r eas and or ange t;r c.vos of Los /..n[ol os County; 
and a. d~y' s stay at Tanbark Ftuts in Sa n D:ina s Expe r:inenta l For est l ocrning of 
tho nany pha s e s ·of r e s earch ·thor o conduc t ed. A barbo que dinner in Los Ange l os uas 
t endered tho party and State and c ounty f or estry officials by f.'. S. ?-osocrans, 
Cha irman of the CPlifornia Sta te Boa r d of For ostryo 

The Chie f stood tho strenuous trip in good shape and l eft tho Re~ion vlith 
a healthy t an and a stinulat~d nppotite f or bccfstoakso 

G-IANT 'IREES t..S HONUI\:ENTS . TO \7/!.R. HEr OES 

A proposal by For .ost .. SupGrvisor J oe Elliott t o dodicc.t o a Se quoi a gi [;a.ntea Bigtrec 
Grove honoring tho 'nen of Tular e County who gave their l ives in 1.'.'orld 1:.'ar II, has 
tho unanimous backing of the Porterville Chanbor of Ccrnnerco , nhich in cooper ation 
with the u. S. For est Se rvice has s to.rtod a movement t o bring this ~orthy pr oj e ct 
into r eality. · · · · 

A pl acque , with n~os of tho Tula r e C0unty men who died , will boaroctod a nd 
placed anong the living monuments as a r onindcr to visitors t o r emember and honor 
forever the ho-roos who s o gallantly gave the ir lives in -:-:orld '.'Ja r II. 

· The. pr opos.od \".'o storn Divide Highway will traverse tho gr ove t o bo selected 
and will afford possible yerir•round trRvol t o this, as uoll as nany othe r Bigtrcc 
groves and places or scenic beauty in tho Se quoia National Forost. - Sequoia 



LOST CHILD IS FOUND ON TRINITY 
The Trinity rece~tly had t he nost intensive "lost p.3rson" hunt in year s . 

On the afternoon of August 10 Kenneth Bowen, 33-nonth-ol d son of Mr. and &~s. 
Francis Bowen of Haywcrd, wander ed fr om a fisherman's crump on tho East Fork ir~ ·- ' 
an ar ea of dense undergr ovnh and heavy timber near the Tri nity Alps country. 

The Sheriff's Off ice i n lJ.'oaverYille and two nearby sawmills ·were nctified. 
Tho mills closed down and the soo.rch began and continued do.y and night unt il the 
aft ernoon of August 13, uhen the child was f ound in f air condition. 

District Ranger RupcrtAsplund, Fire Prevention Officer J ohn c. Hunt and 
CPS Superintendent Bliss Hnynes he l ped Sheriff's deputie s or gani ze end direct the 
search. 

Field headquarters was set up arid oper at ed in the manner of a fire camp. 
Lunberj acks, r anchers; n iners, the ~ounted posse from Sha sta. County, Trinity 
County .officials, f ishernen and 30 t1embers of the Minersville CPS Camp wer e or• 
g::mized into crews uncier experienced l eaders and syste1:1atically corJbe cl the are!\. 
Fire Prevention Office r Burns fr om the Mendocino used the Regi on's bloodhound, 
•:rnnuary" in the search. St at G Lion Hunter Francis Keeler cover ed the East Fork 
anc". other drainage s with his dog t o dispel fears that a I:Jountain lion mi ght h~:vo 
attacked tho chile . 

· Kenneth had wander ed s3v0r nl mile s but when finally f ound was only 1t miles 
fr o1:1 c£:np ~ A!cdical examination disclosed thct h0 had survived the whol e period 
without vmt cr but, pressed by hunger, he had eo.ten a quantity 0f gr een l onves. His 
wei ght had decreased fr on 35 to 20 pounds. -John C. Hunt, Trinity. 

In a l etter t o the Regi onal For ester, Kenneth's f nther, after sin~ling out 
For est offic ers f or specia l pr aise , added, ·~ro would like t o t r ke this opportunity 
t o 0xpr oss our gr atitude t o the u. s. For est Service f or the e fficient manner in 
which they conducted the search f or our three-year-ol d s on while he YJUS l ost in 
the Trinity National For est f or three dnys. Uc f eel tha t i f i t had not been f or 
the servi ces which your or ganization r ender ed, our son would not have boon f ound • 
• • • \l.'e f ool that tho For est Ser vice is an or ganization which very f ew of us con­
pl et ely c.ppr ecic.t o until a. cat astrophe such as ours s trikes, and '~'C 0 \'13 it c<mst nnt 
gr atitude in the f act that we have our boy back v1ith us." 

CITY FATHER ON THE FIRE LINE 
Erie os Kane , 1\ia.yor Laphm:1 ' s " Public Service h.ssistant", was onj dying a 

vacation 'J.t San Frc.ncisco ' s Cm.1p Mather in the Stanislaus National For est on 
August 25, when Ranger Pet ersen cr llcd f or volunteers t o he l p on the Tucluono 
Distri ct's J ackass Fir0. ~~. Kane , l ong accustoned t o directing knotty nunicipal 
affai rs, t ook or ders a s a. camp flunky with a spirit that t he St::mislaus i s still 
t alking about. 1\ft e r the f iro Mr .. Kane r .:markod , "Tho nP.y evoryone pitche d in on 
that f ire and snuf f ed it out bef or e we had another Bull Crook Fire on our hands 
was a gooc~ excr..1pl e of the t enn pl r'..y by \Jhich we ,·,on tho war . That' s the s l:'no 
spirit thc.t cade Ancricr'.. whc.t we have todc.y." 

GOVERN~~NT EHPL_OYEES ~ 1.1UTU!:L TIE LIE;!. t.SSO_Crt.TION 
In i ts 39th annunl r eport, tl1o Government Eoployees' Mutual Relief ,~ssn. 

shows r ece i pt s of $13, 70lo85 for the year ending Doconber 31, 1944 •. Disburse1:1ents 
for deo..th nne Dedicnl cnr o amount ed to $9 ,361 .. 45; n.dninistrc.tivo expense s totalled 
$1, 204. 45. Tho ~ e t:as a bnl c.nce of $12~ 4)8.24 cash · 'in the trea sury and tho · ilssn. 
·has $6,000 in inter est bearing securities, This is E\ good r ocord·c · Forest officer F 
who do not belong t o the Aesoc i ation should' invostignt o tho pr ot action s iven in 
case of s icknes s , ope :r- t.itio~1 , or a~cicent at ·a cost or· $12.00 yearly• 

The Assoc iatio~ is conduct ed at cost by a lioitec group of• govornment on­
ployees and monber ship is lioitcd to oal e employees. ·Tho principal .f oatures of 

· tho insurance ar e di sability with r esultant loss of tine anc nodical oxpenso 
benefits, , death benefits · boirig lir.1itod to $200, VJ.ith · an addition~! $100 if de~th 
occurs away fr01:1 locality dosicno.t ed as burial place. 
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FAMOUS C .. ~LIFORNI!. R/.NCHO SOLD 
Rancho San Fernando Rey, owned by D,vi ght Hurphy, one-time Forest officer 

on the old Santa Barbar a and current member of the Ste t e Horse Re.cine; Corn.'nissi on, 
has b0cn sold to Lewis v:. :::elch of De troit, Pre sident of the Novi Equi:!Jll1ont Co., 
who o~~s the land adjoining San F0rnando Rey in Los Padre s National Forest • 

. The 7,000 acre r ancho loc?,ted in Santa Ynez Velle y, wh ich inclu C:es n 
pnl atiel h omo · and mode l f arm buildings, was formerly a part of the greet San 
Marcos :tnncho. The V!e lch Re d Gate Ranch includes 30,900 a cr.;s ?..nd is also a part 
of the historic Sen Marcos Rancho. Reports VICr o circule.t ef. that San Form.m~o 
Rey wc:s be ing a cquired as a· California home for a gr andson of Henry Fore; but 
Murphy seid he had no knowl edge of Ford 's inter e st. 

WI.TERSPED MAN!~GEMENT 
As wo c orne in contact with post-w?.r plans in tho ~~ro st, most of us o..r a i~­

prossod with tho stre ss being pl a ced on de ve l opment end utilization of wator. 
Every crossroads ville..gc scorns to have c. pl e..n for sane ;1roj c ct of w£:t er de ve lop­
ment. Citie s, countie s, Stat es , an~ r eeions all ha ve ambitious plens invol ving 
usc of water, with t he zenith t:pproached by the Federal Goverru:Kmt in a r ece ntly 
cnnounced throe -billion dollar rocla~ation pl an . 

· Such a strong accent on wate r scons t o in::: ic r>.t e that, in the post-\"r.r 
period , w~tor utilization in the semio.ric1 \','e st will b::; cone mor.e close l y e.ssocint od 
with tho genere.l we l fnr o than ove r before . Mor e over, it indicat es that everyone 
r esponsible f or any ph c.sc of v;dor-yie l d or r egul e,tion will ho.ve nev; und added 
r e s ponsibilitie s and obl i gations. 

To the f or e sters of the ·r.·est this situction c.ff or s a pfl rticulc.rly outstand­
ing e.nd clear-cut duty, nvno l y tho.t of c~eveloj,·dng and inpl omenting pr a cticGs of 
managcrJ<mt v!hich v1ill insure optimum yiol ds of us c.ble wnt cr fr or:1 for~st l r>.nds . In 
tho a~gregnte, about 225 n illion ncre s of tho n ost pr oductive wator-yic l ding l and 
in the r.re st ar e und0r f or est uclministrc.tion. .!',bout 65 pe r cent of this l and has 
a mc.j or wc.torshod- i nflue ncc and another 25 pe r cent hns n nodor nt e influence . !•s 
a conse quence the fore ste r is fc.cod by s erious obli~ntions if his pl ans and r.ctions 
arc t o fulfill tho r e sponsibilitie s involved . - :~oric~..n Gco?hys icnl Union & R-3 
Inf or r.n t i on. 

AS OTHERS SEE US 
"Don't Kill tho Goos e " - Ea sy r eading and sor.~owhat glib. Pros ,Jnts f ru:1i lie r 

a r gunents for a f or ost consorvr.tioh ) r O£r orJ which th0 For est Ser vice belie ve s is 
ne cessary for gettins sound f or e st pr actices nppl icc t o a ll f or ost l ands . Draws 
tho s potlight nwny from the a ccept ed need of stoppin£ f or ..;st fires l'.nc: di r ects it 
t ovmr d tho danger of i:'r omnturc cutting of young trGvs • 

"Lot's Ta lk .Abou.t . Lur.;bor Supplie s" - This lite r ary effor t by tho For e st 
Service' woul d l oad nnyon'o t o bo l iova thnt Fede r a l r ,cgulation nns tho only ['.nswor 

t o tho f or estry pr obl em . Ec1 uc o.tiono.l not hods. nr c disc <>.r de d as t eo s l ow nnt1 tho 
Tree Fnr n 'pr o8r mJ as t oo tiny t o be of inportnnco . Fir~ prevent ion anc control 
.ar e give n no . consideration~ By or gnnizine di s cussion ~roup s through t he nuny 
agencies of tho Depart ment of ~griculture and,controlling tho trend of thought by 
offering l cndinb qu:::Jstions t o r1hich they su~t:est ·all tho nnsv10rs , it is the 
apparent intent of tho u. s. For est Se rvice t o create c_ nation-u icc denc.nd f or 

. • I 
tho Feder e.l r ogul ati on of private tin bcrlo.ncls. - CONSERVATION NE1-"''S DIGEST, Nnt 1. 
Lur.Jber M~. /,s sn. · · 

A:T LONG-- LAST · 
The Pilson Crook (Till".i!look) Stat e fire in Or egon ha s fi nally been c on­

quer ed - by 2. 25 inches of r u in, nfter burnin[ over nor o than 160,000 snag­
infest ed a cres . . of the 9l c: burn. · State For est er N. S. Rogor s s "..ys "Thor o t:ill be nc 
I!lOr o trouble - · it may c~ry .. out · l a t e r, but it i:s s o l at e _in tho sea s on tha t tho 
n ena co is over." 
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PE O?LE YOU KNOVl 

Sally Carrighe.r, San Frimcisco nutho~ ' ~f "One Dr-. y on Beetlc;J Rock" will r e­
ce ive the Commonwealth · Club~ s annual gol d ~edal f or the boat· work of geno r e.l . 
litcp:·.ture by n California auth or . publi-shed. in 1944. · 

* * * . 
Eunice Devine· (R&L), Mar gar et Hull (FA) ·, Giles McHenry (E), and Howard 

Ager (FA) hit the jack-pot when on ~ugust 8 they chose So?t embcr 2 ne VJ Day, and 
will split the no pool of $28.50. . 

* * * 
RO VISITORS 

Flavi o Bazan and Rubon Cace r es, Peruvian f or esters, in tho u.s. unccr 
speci a l intornntiona l f e llowship arrangements. Mr. Bazan e.nd Mr. Cacer es have 

. been Going gr aduat e work in f or estry a t t~o Universities of Mich~nn and Calif­
or.ni a , r es pectively. They ar o r eturning t o Peru shortly to r esume thoir work in 
the covc l opmcnt of a strong f or estry department for their ho~eland. 

* * * 
Morr.ill Robocker. (Lt. Col.), R-l,ou route Pacific. 

* * * 
slMYED m DRIFTE..Q: 

// One Bernar d Frank, wh o claims t o be an exi)crt in f 0r ost e conomics c.nd in-
;// fluence s in tho 1.fcshingt on Office of .the Fcr o.st Ser vice . \-Then l ast soon was 

/ dancing tho polka one evening with Sa lly Ran~. (with her shoes off) nt n Victory 
party ncnr Glandn.l o , California. Medium he ight, dnrk hnir, lithe and liober, 
pirouette scars on both shins. Often caught doing the entre chat (leaping and 
crossing f eet in mi dair) in his pnjaoas in the gray dawn. If loc.~.ted pl ease put 
t~is J nck-in-n-box and notify his "!)oss., Ed. Munns in the WEI. 

NEW" SPECIES OF PINE 
~nus wnshoonsis is tho nruno give n t o a pine ass ociat ed with Je ffrey pino 

in the u~ror r eaches of Gal e na Cr eek in Washoe County, Ncv~da . V~ile similar t o 
Jeffre yi in many rospoc~s , i t s most cbvious diffe re nce i s tho d~inutivo cones . 
Along with the de scription in tho ·April issue of "Mo.dr ono" by Her bert L. :t·~ason 
of the University of Cc..lifornia , and w. Pa lmer Stockwell of tho Stntion, it is 
sta t ed thnt its final a ccept ance as n new s pecie s depends on further study, 
chenicnl o.ne.lyses, and brooding expor .inents. FPC - I.'L&RM. 

LIKE YOUR \YORK 
I h~ve notic~d that those who have a l ove f or tho wprk they do nr c e.lwnys 

the host and most e fficient workers. Robert Henri, f~~ous noericnn painter, 
once sn i d t o his class : . ,;Like t o do ,ycur work ns a dog likes t o gnaw a bone and 
go a t it with e qual interest nnd oxc.lus i on of &T-.r~ing e1ell : 1 ' . I _ '· · : 
have nover known anyone who liked his work, . and .~avo his all t o .i t , who wasn'~ 
happy. ~-.'hen our inter est is high , .nnd . our ho[>.rts wnrrri in what ,~,e do , we do well. 
r:'c hnvo no tine in which t o vicrry or t o e.oopl a in. Tho enthus i astic JJOrker in­
s pires everyone about h~. He lights up the oor~lo of everyone within hie a r ea. 
rio c:-..n never hopp t o r cuch perfection - but \Ve c::::.n ah~re.ys be . on our >myt -
Geor ge Matthew ./jdCDs. · . . .. . . 

* * * 
Tho f ollowinc; not e was l e ft at Tahquitz Poak LO, S~n Bcrn?..rdino., . l ast 

wint..;r: ' 'nangcrs - Scrry we had t o brea k in but >lo wcro hungry and 'c old and ,-,ot 
and the wina ow was cra cked anyt.ro.y s o we figured it uould bo all right." ... . . . 
C9rnnonted the Ranser, "It is all right :- just have t o pack a 4-fo,o.t ·-pi e co .. ·of pi nt a 
glass 6 milesU!'' ·· 

Even throe of a kind 
* *"* 

can f a il t o" win ~ 
.. 

a sk Italy, Gcrnapy ~d Jap~o 
,, ~ .. , 
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PRESS CLIPPINGS, FOREST SERVlCE, U.S .D.A. 

FLORIDA TIMES UNION 1-25-44 
Forest · Farming Offers New 
0 pportunity lor Southland 

Deverd'pments· in .the· Southland ~ring the .last 
~hree decades' have unpressed ·thoughtful eltliens • • . ~ J - • • • 

..vttfi :·the mereastng· tinpiortanc.e of the region's _for· 

~. -a_nd 'th~ ~~~,1:.~~ -~~ Pl~·- vital 
.~ might tie·· ~l,llly·_. depleted. The fac.t 
;ij1at a 1atg~ ,s)lar.e ~~ the South's . reven~es '·hav~ 
:tor. a ;)ifug._ thhe ·been derived from ·. the tor.ests iS' 
-~~u ,. ltnC1Wn. 

·n.e · 'flib-easiDJ drain 'apov ... tocb of stand· 
t.Di .Umber oceaslpned by war And ear~er by 

-~~ " lnd~trial clemancb ··are not 80 cen. 
-~ po'Jni. ud. 11.adento0d. Wllere the, slt-
1i4.~ :·,.;.i. been . eomprehended, however, 
·a~" 'baa been · .& considerable tendency io. 
.:~Jew. with alaPl'' and to give strong ~eking 
.• .. effoi'U ·~· cenaenatton, .and careful ~­
~ o! fereap. airel Ianda whereupon fore&U. 
lillaht be developed. 

Within the la.St few years the business· of refor­
estation · has been brought into the ~ limelight 1n 
~ny parts of the S~uth. Thousands of acres .ha-ye 
-been P,lanted to ,-oung . trees, and ·in many . sectioria 
of Florida, and the oth~r States, the vistas of neat]l. 
·k4pt trees presen~ .-an ~ttractive and pro~ 
pictlllle. 

'Lvle F. Watt§. chief of the United States Fore~t 
.~e.MIJ~, attending ·the Southern Forestry Confer, 
~ in Attaiita taSt week, ~rougp~ ~mphasls ,.to 
.beY. QPQn :tree·managemcmt., ~ ·tl;le most recently 
d~eloped ·J>Qssibllittes WQ1ch :"lQr.~t farming" holds 
for the Soutljern lan~owner. · 

In fact, said Mr. Watts: "Forest farming •may be 
the economic SOlution for millions of Southern a ... -res. 
which are now more of a liability than an asset.' 
• • . . We ar-e- all convinced that. ·forestry can play 

'a vital part in the 'diversified agriculture to which 
tbe Sootl'L J~ turning, and I hope that you believe 
as firmly as I do that the welfare of the p-eople 
Qf the South and the cOnservation of forests are 
\interdependent. . . . The N~tion ls cotinting on the 
South for a farsighted forestry program. It il de­
~~g on ~e united effort of ~owners, tlin~r 
operators, manufacturers, conservation agencies apd 
the public." 

:rhe growing possibilit~es for farmers-that 1s the 
average farmers whose principal activities center 
upon. production of food craps and livestock-to 
supplement their income through a reguiar "forest 
harvest" 

1
have been too well demonstrated to ·be 

consid~red any longer as doubtful. 
';l'he desirabWty or mainta.IDlng a certain 

portion ot w~anda fn connection with the 
farm has long been recoJ!:) eci, Modern tranS:. 
portatlon facilities and modern manufacfur· 

keting of wood and naval stores product 
Properly arranged, iuch forest acreage wi 
provide both· work and revenue for relative! 
"slack" seasons on the farm. 

What Mr. ~atts says J;"elative to the possibil 
for utilization of otherwise um,tsed lartds is also 
portant. There can be ·no doubt that continued 
roads' upon the Nation's timber· resources mus1 
replaced by cbnservation and by replanting. 
faat that the South has large areas available 
planting should · spur the efforts of landowners 
the general publie to ,t~ure the continued and 
creasing utillzation ·.of &crease tor developmen1 
qew forest growth~ 

1ng ~acllit:les, ho~ever, 'now mli.k.e it more 
practicable than ever before for the owner 
of socb' relatively small forest acreages to de­
serve "year by year" revenue through t1:ae sale 

w ... ... . _;j 
c .~ 4 

of "selectively cut" treel! or through tlv.l mar. 
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4lVLY 17 • lMI 

laat a-day the wr1 t.r lbtaed to a Yery iDilenetiJI& 
JI'Ocr- o-.- na reprdills ~ la.Mr •1t•tt.• ad tbe fl• 'b7 
JIOV r8pl 11aa\a"w. tor IIM1t1o.J. 80UI"'M8 of • .,17 _. their 
•'WI"al ott••· 

W. haw quiile a lot ot 1tudlns tiaber ODour tana .-
oa the du ot a 110\IDtain whloh w o ... alM dolm 1a WID oNak 
ran.. tbat are WJ'7 • ..,. ~a..,.. l• a --..,. of .,..1. of _., 
Ia thMe tz.... but I beUnw that u-1"' pnd•'•'-• • baw 
trie4 to di8pDee of th18 tUber -- 0al7 0 .. 1ooa1 ClM r llu -
1U' .... \18 u otter ot 111.00 ,..,. ilbo•ud teet. aU 1U"01IDII • 
.... traa 16. at the bue up 'but ... -.:ttl twD ,..r. to on ... 
tab out. lD Yi .. ot tbe taot tat rovp 1...,..,. at the ell 1• 
• hlp w • 110t tbiDk w are pttt:ac ott..,.. tllat an at .. 
riP' ,riM an• • woul4 like to baw JIOUI' a4'floe 1a tile •"-• 

fhmelriBI JOU tor a JI'OIIllt nJ17 &JMl it fOUlble W WD11J.4 
lib to baw oDe ot JIOUI' r•tr•••t&UW8 .tl oil 111 a• tbere 1• 
tul'- a lot ot tiaber tor M1e ill theM part• 1t t ....... are clwa 
U. rlpt prloe. !huU. 
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lariJaL •• 

/ ./_ / I 
~~7 I ~. ~w bi'M4oaat about outUq u.bv fbr l-"r ad 1D 
, ... ·~ I --pt JOU bad '"'le that help ••lMt v... ... Mll 

/ tM 1...,.. !a \here an7 ollarpa tor thia help. It ao how ...U u4 
/ la tllen ~-Mo'IDMl here 1bat cloea that! 

" / 1 
/ / I baw abo.t Jtlb' aerea ot tiabv llbieh baa eo- larp •ple. oottoa.o4 • 

.-. ella. ~ 84. •- hleko~ llbiab are DOt ao larp. About 111bat 
tri• •..U thla lu.ber 'or treN briac! I Mar4 that eottollwoo4 .. 
H111Dc at --19* per Ia~. 

' ' 

.l - .rn. ~ ,.l.o ... •ire than n.e aa1111111 otten4 - 11.00 per 
lnm4re4 ~or .... .la 'bleb u4 ...... ... 1.-b• 1a I tboupt it it ..U 
DDt br1Jac •n~ihan t it ooul4 jut ata7 1D the tiaber • ._. o~ 
lala- nt 0~1ot •lmat ~ ... wbieh I laU DOt 8014 to &DJalle Ulll 
be onl7 oft_... .. I .60 tor tr.. !be tree -. lara• 811D11p that lt 
ba4 beea on 1a thr l-etha· I 414 110t .. n 1 t to 1a1a. !but ,.,. 
tor ... Dto ..... tloll JOU -.n pw -· I 11w e ail• DOJ"thwMt ot 
Jtuolllc. u4 lu-1DCf 1a on the santa r.. 
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COPY 

LE IYDNYE FARMS , DIUGLE HILL, .P..P.EN.A, N. Y. 

Forest Service 
u. s. Agriculture Dept. 
Washington, D. c. 

Gentlemen: 

JULY 17, 1946 

Last Sunday the writer listened to a very interesting 
program over NBC re garding the lumber situation anq~~he plea 
by your represent atives for additional sources of supply and 
their several offers. 

We have quite a lot of standing timber on our farm and 
on the side of a mountain which we own, also down in two creek 
ravines that are very deep. Ther e is a number of species of 
wood in these trees but I believe that hemlock predominates. 
We have tried to dispose of this timber but only one local 
miller has so f ar made us an off er of $15. 00 per thousand 
feet, all around, trees from l'4~ at the base up but he wants 
two years to cut and take out. In view of the fact that rough 
lumber at the mill is so high we do not think we are getting 
offers that are at the right price and we '~uld like to have your 
advice in the matter. 

Thanking you for a prompt reply and if possible we would 
like to have one of your representatives call on us as there is 
quite a lot of timber for sale in these parts if farmers are 
given the right price. Thankso 

Cordially )~urs, 

/s/ Hyatt Lenione 
11anager 
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OOPY 

Supt. of Gov. J'oreatat 

2 Bay Bouleftrd 
last Peuaoola Heights 
Penaaoola, na. 

July 15, 1946 

I heard a bro&doaat owr DC yeaterd&y (Sunday) about one o'olook P.L 
that 1IU wondertull It w.s about how to out and aaw tblbet, an4 
han •timbero-ropa-..~ - .. 

I haw an irit.reat "(obilda part) in a small body (209 aoras). 
Very tine tiaber, &Dd will appreciate it wry~ it 1QU 1rill 
111'1 te • or aad intorma tion u to how larce the tz"Ma ahould be• 
before outtlng tb- and how to protect all the ,omt.i tiab• until 
it ia larce ~U&h to brine the beat prioe (larceat aount ot timber• 
and how ia the best way to out watpn roada ao •• not to da1tr07 
ao IIUOh timber and -.ke bad plaoe. in the laDlf 

I aa wry JIUOh ,intereated in the rore.-t ot ~ Country• and nry 
muoh intere.tid in thia old tudl7 homestead and will appreoiate 
&!17 intOl"lll&tlon that ,oua7 •end 1D regard to the tore1t. 

Snwral people haV. been wanting to buy the tilllber, and I don't w.nt 
to aell until I t1nd out the ri&}lt way to I& ve all youn' trHI. 

' -.n7 th•nka bi adftlloe tor the intonation. 

I 
I 
I 

' 
I 

Very leapt. 

/•/ lira. H. Ruaa.U 

! , 
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From: 

F.S. --:-;'l 
FfZC£1 Ef.J I 

(tyli. Wa Us) DE~'~ '~' :~~9 ) 
Chief, Forest Serv,icc 1 

. - .. . - .... . i 
J . A. Hall, Director pivw Sta:e-toh 

t. 

December 81 1949 

R- NW, PUBLICATIO;'\TS , C-eneral 1 Yearbook of .o\gricul ture 1 1949 

Reference is made to Mr. natts 1 letter to Senator Thye regarding letter o! 
Frederick Weyerhaeuser. 

The nature of the statement by Mr. Weyerhaeuser l eads one to speculate as to 
its underlying real purpose in view of the fact that the attackars (Weyerhaeuser 
and others) are themselves attempting to practice good forestry on their own 
lands, better than their neighbors and better than would be d-emanded by pro­
posals for ,forest reguJ.ation. There seecs to be only one , :l!ogical an.svrer; as 
virgin timber becomes more scarce and annual production froo young growth fails 
to meet the demand, they can reap a more handsome profit on 'What virg::l.n timber 
they have left and on the young timber they are growing. To the extent that 
other forest lands can be le.i't tmproduct.i v~.i can those practicing good for­
estry demand a premium price for their product when the condition of scarcity 
becomes acute. The tax payer and timber buyer will pay the excessive cost, and 
the timber producer will reap the excessive profit. Right now the consumer is 
paying an excessively high price for very poor quality lumber when compared 
with the price of other goods. 

The liquidating operator will go alon~ m th those nho claim that all is well 
because it permits him to continue his destructive practice and realize all 
possible gain right now. 

TP2re was a previous attempt, different in nature but similar in effect, to 
keep timber profits high by discouraging good forest practice. 

In the twenties llr. Gra.n.ger and others 11ill well r emember a season-long 
.,!Jpeald.n1 tour by Dr. c. A. Schenck, t he purpose of which rras to discourage 
private f.9restry in the United States. It developed that his trip was !ina.nced 
by G-erman bankers who held timber bonds. A3 the supply of American virgin 
t imber decreased and t he land went out of forest production, the income from 
these German t:iJnber bonds gradually rose, and they sought to maintain the up­
ward trend by discoura.oaing the practice of :forestry i.l'l America. When Schenck 
married a rich widow and no longer felt the need for money, he came back to 
·America ~and apologized for his previous trip. 

The desire for future personal gain at the expense of society ~~ the national 
welfare is the only apparent motive behind these attacks on better forest prac­
tice when made by outfits who themselves are striving for better forest practice 
on their orvn l ands . It :rould help a great deal if the tax payer and the general 
public could be made aware of these conditions. 

It seems a bit strange t hat -.ieyerhaeusar would question t he int egrity of the 
Forest Service Tlhen they t hemselves are our best customers. Seldom a week 
passes that one of their men does not call at the Station or write in for data , 
information, or guidance of some sort in their vrork. 

c.c: ?'M, ~ --
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Yearbook of Agriculture, 1949 

Hon. Edward J. 'rhye 
United States Senate 

Dear Sena.tor Thye: 

November 16, 1949 

I am grateful for yQur letter of October 3, giving me an opportunity to respond 
to the criticisms Mr. F. Ko Weyerhaeuser has made of certain information con­
tained in 11Trees11 , the 1949.-Yearbook of the Department. Mr. Weyerhaeuser uses 
this occasion for a belated !ttack on the Forest Service's 1945 Reappraisal~ 
of the forest situation in the United stateso I suspect there is same co~ 
relation between tlds attack and the introduction of Senator Anderson's forest 
practice bill (s. 1820). 

I am enclosing a copy of our reappraisal report, the sunmary and conclusions of 
which will be found on pages 1 to 120 This reappraisal made use of the large 
amount of information available from the Forest Survey and other activities of 
the Forest Service, and from other agencies. Such information was brought up 
to date, checked, and supplementedc lluch new resource information also was 
obtained to assure an authoritative summary of the quantity, quality, distribu­
tion, growth, and drain of the timber resources in the United States proper. 
Especially important new information ori the character of forest practices by 
ownership classes was obtained by a field survey. 

The report shows that saw-timber drain exceeds saw-timber growth about 50 percent. 
~s a result the Nation's saw-timber supply is still declining and, of equal sig­
nificance, its quality is deterioratingo This is the central fact in our forest 
~ituation. It cannot be brushed aside by labeling it "scare propaganda"• The 
job ahead :is to correct that situation. As the Secretary's Foreword says, nthe 
genius of American democracy can yet restore our forests ••• redeem our water­
fiheds ••• u 

Mr. Weyerhaeuser refers to open challenge of the basic facts ~f·aaw-timber growth 
and drain. I do not know what he has in mind, but in 1943-46 the American For- · 
estry Association made an appraisal of the Nation's forest resources, and accepted 
with minor adjustment the Forest Service estimates of growth and drain. Following 
3 days of open discussion at the American Forest Congress in October 1946, the 
Association submitted to its membership a 3D-point forestry program, to which was 
attached a resume of the forest situation with a statement that "the basic find­
ings of the two agencies are in substantial accord"• Since that time it is true 
the National Lumber Manufacturers Association has differed from us in the in­
terpretation of these findings. 

(Over) 
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Mr. Weyerhae~ser now cites recent findings of our Forest Survey in D linois to 
discredit the reappraisal estimates. Illinois was one or the States for which 
no systematic survey of forest resources was available at the time our reappraisal 
~stimates were compiled. Field work by the American Forestry Association reveal­
d1g the inadequacy of our estimates ca.me too late to incorporate in our reappraisal. 
.Che discrepancy was known when the Association said their findings for the oountry 
3.8 a whole were substantially in accord with ours. The error in estimate of saw­
t imber stand for Illinois is less than 1/2 of one percent of the national total. 
rhe situation in Illinois is not typical. For the major timbel'-oproducing regions 
we had data from the Forest Survey • We are anxious to refine and improve our 
estimates as rapidly as more reliable data b~come available. But there is no like­
lihood thB.t such findings will materially alter th.e basic facts of t he Nation....wide 
situation. 

The sta._tem:ents from page 276, quoted by Mr. Weyerhaeuser, referred specifcal.ly . to 
sawmill installations in excess of the sustained-yield capacity of the -land in 
recently developed sections of southwestern Oregon. I do not believe Mre Weyer-_ 
haeuser can produce facts to disprove those cited· on the page from . which he quotes. 

Mr. Weyerhaeuser says forest industry believes 50 billion board feet annually will 
meet the Nationts requirements, and that a goal of 72 billion board feet is too 
high. On the basis of its Reappraisal studies, the Forest Service believes tha~ a 
long-range goal of from 18 to 20 billion cubic feet annually, including 65 to 72 
billion qoard feet, is reasonable. Over the long-term future this visualizes an 
expanding high--level economy anci a growing population. It estimates potential 
dome~tic requirements for forest products based upon the ready availability of 
forest products at reasonable prices. In addition, it allows a margin for the in­
evitable losses from fire and forest pests, for exports, new uses and national 
sec1,1rity. Precisely what figure within this range is selected doesn't change the 
fact that it will take decades of good forestry, going much beyond what has been 
acc~~ished in the past, to achieve it. 

. . 

Some students of the situation may think the goal should be to bring our oonmercial 
forest lands into full productivity. This would mean a still higher figure, and 
would require a longer time for achievement. Others, like Mro Weyerhaeuser, may 
prefer a lower figure, such as 50 billion board f eet. We might point. out, however, 
that saw-timber drain in 1944 was 54 billion board feet, and that it h•s _averaged 
higher than that in subsequent years. So Mro Weyerhaeuser's goal of annual growth 
would appear to mean a permanent shrinkage of our forest economy. We do not think 
that desirable or necessary. We think an economy of abundance will be better for 
the Nation than one of scarcity, and we think the forest industries can share in 
that abWldanceo · 

I think _there is some misunderstanding about the statement attributed to me to the 
effect that saw-timber would be exhausted in 30 years as things are going now" At 
any rate, to discuss ho.w long our saw-timber will last is not the main point. In 
terms of growing forests, the essential thing is the adequacy of the productive 
growing stock, i.e01 the timber capital required to yield the needed crop year 
after year0 The reappraisal showed present saw-timber stand in the East t o be 
little more than half what is believed necessary to sustain desirable growth goals. 

" 

• 
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Even in the Douglas-fir region of Oregon and Washington it appears that 20 years 
more as things were going in 1944 would carry the saw-timber volume below the 
amount of growing stock needed to sustain the growth goal. This is not an en-
couraging picture: at best it will take decades of good forestry generally ap­
plied to bring annual saw-timber growth to the desirable level. 

I have covered the basic issues in Mro Weyerhaeuserts letter, but I feel constrain­
ed to comment on some of the incidental details and questions of credit with which 
he is so much concerned. 

Mr~ Weyerhaeuser feels that the Yearbook slighted industry's progress in forestry. 
In addition to a section of 5 chapters and 44 pages on "Company Forestsn, in 
which many ip.du.strial forestry programs were mentioned by name, a chapter on 
11 Industrial Forestry .Associations" was prepared by Chapin Collins, formerly 
Director of American Forest Products Industries, Inc., .in whose 11newspaper office 
o. o the Tree Farm idea was bern and became a reality with the dedicat·ion of the 
nearby Clemons Tree Farm owned by the Weyerhaeuser Lumber Co.u (po 675)o If the 
Tree Fann program was 11treated with criminal brevityu, I can only say all the copy 
supplied by Mr. Collins was usedo The "Keep Green11 and "More Trees" programs -are 
not only treated by Mr~ Collins but are mentioned on Po 661 in the chapte~ on 
11 Teache:Q:S and Conservation11 o 

Similarly, in charging that State efforts have not been recognized, Mr$Weyer­
haeuser overlooks a chapter on "State Forestsa, prepared by Stanley Fon~anna, 
Deputy Director of the Michigan Department of Conservation and President of the 
Association of State Foresterso The chapter on "Cash Crops from Small Forests" 
discusses the assistance rendered by State foresters and extension foresters to 
forest landowners (pp 0 174-175). 1'he question of forest taxation is discussed 
in the chapter on 11Large Private Holdings in the North11 (pp. 269-270). 

Mro Weyerhaeuser charges that our estimate of only 1% of the privately owned com­
mercial forest land under 11high-ordern forestry is ridiculous. The specifica­
tions which we set up for 11 high-order11 ct.ttting practices call for an intensity of 
forestry that will involve cultural practices, such as planting, thinning, control 
of grazing, and timber-stand improvement, wherever needed, as well as the best 
types of harvest cutting to achieve and sustain the full productive capacity of 
the land. Such an intensity of forestry has not been economically feasible as a 
general rule in the past. We do not believe the Western Pine Association dat~ 
which Mr. Weyerhaeuser cites to support his charge took any cognizance of su~h 
"high-order11 forestryo The text on page 277, to which Mr. Weyerhaeuser refers, 
says, "Under the rating system used, the .39 percent of operating area (in the 
West) rated at least fair was a measure of definite accomplishment. It indicated 
that much of the area received forestry treatment about as intensive as was practi­
cal, considering current economic feasibility.n 

Mr. Weyerhaeuser challenges our estimate that 2000 farm foresters are needed. 
His caiculation is based on the erroneous assumption that the 650 counties now 
included in farm forest manag~Lent projects are being adequately served. ~ 
perience with this highly successful form of assistance shows that a project for­
ester can help about 100 woodland owners a year. Even if only one-half of the 
4 million ·small owners in the country were in need of assistance, and even if 
these were helped on the ave.rage only once in ten years, it would take 2000 for­
esters to do the job. 

-.3-
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This number of foresters to serve the 261 million acres of small forest holdings 
does not seem large when we note that most of the 2500 foresters now in private 
employment are working for the lumber and p-ulp industries which togetper control 

-

only 51-million acres of land, only about half of which is as yet afforded any 
management., I appreciate, however, that it is probably difficult for Mr. Weyer- t 
haeuser and perhaps other large forest owners to fully realize the vital part 
that owners of small forest properties must have in building and keeping a really ~ 
adequate forest resource0 

In referring to the area in need of planting, Mr. Weyerhaeuser confuses figures 
on the acreage of poorly stocked and denuded forest land, of submarginal farm 
land that should be converted to forest, and of a suggested goal for forest plant­
ing in a certain number of years. Since Mr.weyerhaeuser questions FOrest Service 
dat~, I might refer to findings of the American Forestry Association. 

When recommending the planting of "not less than 20 million aeres in the next 
12 years", it stated, 11There are approximately 73 million acres of poorly stocked 
and deforested areas, and 20 million acres more or less marginal farm landstwhere 
planting for soil conservation and wood production is needed ••• Planting on the 
scale recommended will create new-wealth for the Nation and hasten the 'ba:)..ancing 
of the forest budget., 11 if planting "creates new wealth" it would be folly to 
envisage no further planting after 12 years 0 The Natural Resources Planning 
Board in 191~2 suggested a 32-million acre planting program to cover most urgent 
needs in 25 years. ·our own recommendation to the 8lst Congress has been for a 
program of cooperatien with the States sufficient to plant 1 million acres of 
State and private forest land a year in addition to a 15-year plan to plant 4 
million acres on the National Forests. 

Mro Weyer~ae11ser closes on the theme, 11The Forest outlook is ~ncouraging, not 
alarmingn) with the clear implication that the situation is well in hand, . that 
there is no need for larger Federal appropriations or additional public action, 
and that the future will take care of itself. 

Yes, the situation is encouraging if we can be content in the knowledge that, as 
a Nation, we are doing considerably better in forestry than a previous generation, 
Without considering whether that is good enough. But the situation is alarming 
when we reali'ze that all that we have done thus far has not reversed the trend of 
forest depletion and ~eterioration., 

The outlook may be encouraging when viewed from the position of a large timber 
owner with a good forestry program of his own. But it may well be alarming to 
the consumer who sees lumber prices 3 times higher than they were before the ~ar 
and twice as . high as all other building materials, and who somehow canrt shake 
himself loose from the old-fashioned idea that such a state of affairs stems from 
scarcity~ not abundance. 

To me a serious aspect of Mr.,- Weyerhaeuser's letter is his. closing challenge of 
what amounts to the sincerity and motives of the Forest Service. At another point 
he implies a question as to the professional competence of the many field men who 
participated in the Forest Service Reappraisal Project. Perhaps all I need to say 
in answer is that those who know the personnel of the Forest Service best generally 
find quite the opposite to be t~e. 
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I would welcome an opportunity to discuss the subject matter of Mr. Weyerhaeuser's 
letter with you in person. 

Mr. Weyerhaeuser's letter is returned herewith. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(S) Lyle F. Watt s 

LYLE F. WATTS, Chief 

Enclosures 

L------------------------------------------ -5-
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LYLI l. WATTS 

Foreat Service career officer 

Siztb Chief Foreater, 1943-52 

lzpanded warti .. activitiea ended. 

Planned effort to abift ad~niatration of 
Rational roreata fro. cuatocllal to ..a.aged· 
property baaia began. 

rederal-atate cooperation in foreat ..a.aae­
•nt and protection vaa greatly mtpanded 
tbrouab varioua acta aDd ... ad .. nta. 

Ti.ber leaource leviev beaan. 



LYLI F. WATTS 1943-1952 

Lyle F. watts, a career Forest Service officer, beca.e Chief in 

January 1943. The first two years of his acl.tniatration vera devoted 

laraely to the support of the effort to produce critically needed forest 

products for the war and for essential civilian uaea . Be later became 

chairman of the adviaory co.aittee on foreatry for the Food aDd Aariculture 

Organiution of the United Ratione, and he helped oraani&e the Forestry 

Diviaion of the FAO. 

~~ notable achieve .. nts and le&ialation enacted during Mr. Watt•' 

years aa Chief: 

--In 1944, the Suatained-Yield ~oreat Maaaga .. nt Act pro­

vided for federal-private sustained-yield units UDder vbich 

federal atuapage could be aold to reaponaible purchaaera 

without coapetitive bidding, in order to aupport co.munitiea 

and induatriea dependent on the federal foreat resource. 

--In 1950, the Cooperative roreat Manaaa .. nt Act expanded and 

replaced the earlier llorria-Doxey Act to provide cooperation 

between the Depart..ut of Agriculture and the atatea in 

supplying technical aervicea to private land ownera. 

--In 1947, the roreat Peat Control Act eatabliahed the pdlicy 

that the Gove~nt had reaponaibility to protect all 

foreat landa, regardleaa of OWDerahip, fro. deatructive 

inaecta and diaeaaea. 

- -In 1952, the Tiaber Resource Review waa atarted. 

Chief W&tta retired in June, 1952. 



ichard E. McArdle 

Lyle F. Watts 

See Press Release R6-Nl4 of June-1952 
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~M NISTRATIVE BULLET 
'in ermountain Region 20 

Our former Chief returned to his ~ld home region receive high 
honors from Utah State Agric~tural College. At the annual commencement 
exercises Monday, rmy 25, Lyle received the hood of honorary Doctor of Science 
for ''distinguished and effective leadership in advancing the conservation of 
forests in the United States and internationally.'' _.. . 

Dean Lewis N. Turner of the U.S.A.C. School of Forestry, who presented Lyle 
to the President of the Board of Regents, said: 

·'Mr. President: I have the honor to present Lyle F. vlatts , retired Chief of 
the United States .F.orest Service. As a public servant Mr . Watts has devoted 
his life to the conservation of our heritage of forests, streams, and scenic 
erandeur, a service for which he was recently granted the distinguished 
service award of the United States Department of Agriculture 'for distinguished 
and effective leadership in advancing the conservation ¢f forests in the United 
States and internationally.' 

••.Because of him, the groves, 'God's first temples', offer a greener sanctuary. 
Because of him the wild denizens of forest, mountain, stream and lake are more 
abundant and more secure. Because of him our watersheds better conserve and 
store winter snows and summer rains. 

·'For all these contributions to the nation's wealth, health and scenic beauty, 
and for his service in organizing the Utah State School of Forestry, I take 
pleasure in recommending on, behalf of the Faculty and the Board of Trustees 
that he be granted the degree of Doctor of Science. 11 

Lyle began his Forest Service career in the Intermountain Region and took a 
year out from government service to organize and head the School of Forestry 
at the Utah State Agricultural College. 

After his ·•graduation·' Lyle took time out from the weightier matters of his 
trip to the Region to visit the Regional office. He left with us the follow­
ing thoughts: 

·'I foresee an e!Jlphasis on the evaluation of the protection forests, ·. with 
much greater attention to the details of timbering and other uses, particularly 
on municipal watershed lands. This will call for a broadened research program, 
with an ever-widening scope of management to cover these vital forest areas, 
W'llth more intensive forest practices than ever before. •• 

Alert and keen-minded as ever, and right up to date on national affairs,Lyle 
is still vitally interested in conservation. He is now Oregon secretary of 
the Izaak Walton League' and is making his influence felt throughout the 
northwest. 

We take this means of extending congratulations and best wishes for continued 
outstanding leadership and 'success in forest conservation in America. 



THE ASHLEY REPORTS 
.. 

The National Forest boundary realignment between the Wasatch, Uinta and 
Ashley Forests, effective April 1, 1953, added most of the Granddaddy Lakes 
district of the Wasatch and the Duchesne district of the Uinta to the Ashley 
National Forest. The Granddaddy Lakes district was divided between Ranger 
Palm of Altonah and Ranger Bishop of Duchesne. Ranger Bishop, his wife and 
family are new and welcome members to the Ashley group. 

The Fort Bridger district of the Ashley, along with its administrator, Ranger 
Robert· Hoag, is now part of the \'fasatch National Forest. 

Contractor John See of Ogden, Utah is building a modern Ranger Station dwell­
ing in Vernal, Utah. Plans call for the structure to be complete and occupied 
by Ranger Glen A. ·L~bert by August 1 of this year. 

During the past winter the Ashley completed construction of a six-car garage, 
sign shop, seed room, and storeroom on its newly acquired warehouse lot in 
east Vernal. The acre-lot has also been fenced during the past year. Two 
portable CCC buildings were utilized in constructing the improvements on the 
area. 

C&M Supervisor Ward Evans and his crew constructed a bridge over Farm Creek 
early this spring. The road crew is now occupied on road maintenance work. 

Ranger Glen A. Lambert is completing a 1200-acre reseeding project on Diamond 
Mountain this spring. 

In April this year, Chief NcArdle honored Ranger Lambert with a Certificate of 
Merit Award for his leadership in the Safety Program on the Ashley National 
Forest. 

Louise Fay Hirsch is currently directing activities on the Manila district. 
The young lady made her appearance on the forest January 27, 1953 as the first 
child for Ruth and Ernie. 

Administrative Assistant Olpin spent the first week ,of June.in the R.O. on 
JLA detail. 

Howard J. Makela, Assistant Ranger, is serving a 70-day detail to R-1 on 
insect control work. 

The Ashley and Wasatch will have two Trail Riders of the Wilderness Area 
groups this summer. The first trip is scheduled for July 25, the second for 
August 1. 

Although winter on the Ashley was comparatively light, a cool spring has held 
the snow_ pa.tk in place, insuring an ample supply of irrigation water for the 
season. 
KEEP IDAHO GREEN 
According to Dale Nelson, an Associated Press writer, a new idea to KEEP IDAHO 
GREEN has popped up. It was the ·'brainchild·• of Emmett, Idaho sheep rancher 
Robert Naylor. After observing that log-hauling tractors left natural seed beds, 
Naylor thought - why not put seed hoppers on these tractors so they could reseed 
an area while logging it? The vibrations of the machines could shake the seeds 
into the tracks. Naylor is the present chairman of the KEEP IDAHO GREEN com­
mittee which was formed seven years ago. Operating now on an $8000 annual 
budget, they're going •'great guns·'· Our collective Forest Service hat is off to 
this fine movement, dedicated to fire prevention, natural resource conservation 
and land restoration~·--------------------------------------------------------
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Watts Says F:orest Roads 
Needed to Reach Timber, 

"Investment" 1 of $25,000,000 
annually fo:r four years in ac­
cess roads as proposed by the 
U. S. forest service appears un­
likely at present, though some 
increase in, road funds is expect­
ed of congress, Chief Forester 
Lyle F. Watts commented here 
Friday. 

"The Pacific Northwest needs 
main stern roads more than any 
other area," stated Watts, who 
was regional forester here for 
three years until 1943. 

"We'll get some increase over 
the past year's $10,000,000 for 
roads, but it should be known 
that $8,000,000 of it goes for 
maintaining roads we already 
have," he said. 

Half of the lumber cut on na­
tional forests is from Oregon, 
Washington and northern Cali­
fornia, lie pointed out. But four 
forests in northern California 

t
ve hardly been touched, be­
se of the lack of roads. 

t Increase Pouible 
We cut about 4,700,000,000 

ard feet of timber now from 
all our forests, but if we could 
reach into the back country this LYLE F. WATTS 
could be raised to around 6,500,- Chief forester for bigger cut 
000,000 feet," he said. 

Tne fore$t service chief laud-
d th t . t · d Watts was spending only a 

e e co-opera IVe sus ame day here, as he will devote most 
yield program as the !llOSt irn- of this season's field trip to 
portant legislation in forestry southern California, Ariz 0 n a 
since he went to Washington, a11.d New Mexico, where the 
D. C., from here nine years ago. 

"But the present market pic- worst fires have been occurrj.Q..g. 
ture with its high timber prices "We spend more per acre o·n 
and s tj ff competition makes fire protection in southern Cali­
these units harder to work out," forma than anywhere else," he 
he said. "When conditions level stated. "Thousands of acres of 
off more progress can be made." what we call elfin forests nave 

The forest service has estab- been burned. You call it brush 
lished thus far five so-called land, but it's important for its 
federal units, including ones for watershed and range values." 
Grays Harbor, Washington, and The visiting agency head reo 
Lake county, Oregon, which re- newed acquaintance with nu­
serve certain stands for local in- merous former aides and with 
dustry. Only co-operative tim- the new regional forester here, 
ber unit is with the Simpso T_ Herbert Stone, who served 
Lumber company, out of &\'.!el-1 under Watts when he was chief 
ton, Wash. of the Milwaukee, Wis., region. 

.... 
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United States 

had "a hankering for" after he retired from 
the White House . 

The millions who invade the National 
Forests this summer will · quickly see the 
problema of their Mat, the boss forest ranger 
of the U.S.A. Desolate acres of cut-()ver 
stumps in the near-by foothills will tell them 
the gravity of these problems. Charred rem­
nants of magnificent groves will emphasize the 
peril that confronts Watts' domain whenever 
lightning forks from ·the sky or a camper is 
careless with a match. 

~--ThUle 

"To BUILD homes for veterans· and for other 
domestic uses," says Watts, "we 1l need about 
fourteen billion cubic ieet of lumber each 
year. Fire and insects and disease destroy 
two billion feet annually. Yet we have a 
growth of onfy eleven billion feet. This means 
our forests are being depleted at. the rate of 
five billion cubic feet every twelve months. 

- . - - - · - ' 11 ~--- ~ .. +n t'h,a l~na of our 

the population, Watts contends that a six­
point program ought to be adopted. This is it i 

1. Forests must be selectively logged, so 
that only certain trees are felled. 

2. Sufficient trees must be spared in order 
that the land will surely be re-seeded. 

3. Forest-fire protection must be more 
vigilant and intensive. 

4. Young timber must not be cut. 
1. Logging methods which drag chains and 

cables against uncut trees must be prevented. 
1. The American people must be conserva­

tion conscious and aware of the importance 
of ~feguarding our great natural resources. 
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'em 'peared very- tough," the old­
timer recalls. 

But as Mark Twain discovered 
in the Nevada l()ld fields , the most 
resourceful men often resemble 
clerks or bookkeepers. Wainwright 
went on to lead the heroic resist­
ance on Bataan and Corregidor 
-and Watts has developed his 
own brand of toughness in the 
Forest Service. 

Once after jogging across the 
high ranges for many weeks, Watts 

• rerommended that cattle grazing 
be curtailed to save grass fn the 
National Forests. 

Angry ranchers met to protest. 
The slender man '!Vith classes 
seemed an easy object to over­
come. He sat huddled inconspicu­
ously in a corner. Finally, a tower­
ing rancher thrust a chin within an 
inch of Watts' face. "What do you 
know about the range anyhow, 
mister?" he inquired. 

.. .,,_'*' Tlaem 

WATTS rose and looked at the 
map of the Northern Rockies. He 
began pointing to lonely passes 
and remote uplands. "Ever been 
up through those steep draws in 
the divide?" he asked. · 

The cattleman reluctantly shook 
his head. 

"Well, I have," continued Watts. 
"The soil is eroding because the 
grass is gone. Cattle - your cattle, 
by the way - have chewed off all 
the forage. Maybe you'd better 
hit the saddle a Uttle before 
you ask people what they know 
about the raqe." 

The assembled ranchers said no 
more, and Watts' recommenda­
tions went through. 

The job held by Lyle Watts. is 
unique in American life. "The 
Chief Forester of the United 
States," says Representative Mike 
Mansfield of Montana, a former 
forest lookout himself, "is the 
trustee of the most precious natu­
ral resources belooginc to the 
American people." 

..__, •• ctioa 
Wm:N sultry heat begins to cook 
Washington's parks and sidewalks, 
Watts stuffs his forest-creen shirt 
and breeches into an old suitcase 
and boards a train headed west. 
And the word spreads through the 
woods by "moccasin telegraph" 
that the Chief Forester has ar­
rived. Rangers jog down out of the 
solitudes to report on tunber con­
ditions, ringe prospects and the 
feed available for wildlife. . 

Back in Washington his office is 
blanketed with rotor pbot.oiDphs 
of places where he &rew up in the 
woOds rorps-the weathered bunch 
grass of the Idaho National Forest, 
a pine slope selectively lOfted in 
Oregon, white-faced steers puing 
below a cliff in Montana. 

Lyle Watts · waves toward the 
pictures and his thin fa~ creases 
in a friendly smile. · "Sorta makes 
you feel eood all over ," he con­
fesses, "to know your country 
trusts you with all of this. And 
the thing that keeps you on yow 
toes is - will the next generatior 
think you've done all right b~ 
. T&. EIU 
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Secretary of Agriculture Wickard toC.ay announced the apPointment of 

Lyle. F •.. Watts, fanner Regia~ Forester from Portland, Oregon; and .iii" reoEint ~: 
• • • • • 0 

months : an assistant .to the Secretary , as Chief of the Forest Service.· . . . 

His appointment fills t he vacanc~' caused by the death. of F. ·A. Silcox1 

who was Chief of the _Forest Se:rv!ce from 1933 to 1939. Ea rle H. Clli:p-o' has · · 
.· ' \ ·. 

))~en in ~arge ~ ~til"lb Chief. . . . . .. .·' 
Mr. Watts was . bo~.a in Cer!o Gordo County, Io\ia, ·in 1890. He received· 

~ ' • ,".1 ' r .. • , 

the ~achelor O;f .Sci.enc~ ~n . For.estry de~ree at the · Iowa Sta te ·college in 1913; 
0 I • 'lo ._ o 

was granted the professional degree of ~iaster of Forestry in l 92C>. He 

entered. tho. Fo~est SeJ;'Vice July 1, 1Sl 3, as techn.ical assis tant on t he • p . . . ' . ..• 
Wyoming National Fore~t. 

' • ~ • • • 0 • . . . - . . 
. I 

· .... Mr. Va.t~s has had. broad .training for t he as s i gnment as Chief of ·· the 
. i 

:forest . Service. His exper~once includes s ervi~o in. all pha~ os of the . .. 

adminiatrative .branch of tho Forest Service, ·from trult of' fire 5uard to 
• . • • .. • 0 • • • ~ • • : • 

Regional Forester in tltlO Regions; severa l y~~rs i n th~ rcsoS:rch ··'branCh, in-

eluding four years as Director of the Northern Rock~r ~k>untain Forest· and · . 
. ·- - ... 

Bango Experiment Station; and two years in tho i'1eld of :f'orcstey odueatioll 

during which time ho organized the School of' Forestry at tho Utah Agri-

cultural Collog o. Mr. Watts' work in the Forest Service has been in four of 

the nino National Jbrost regions. His oarly work was in hll o Intermountain 

Region, with hoodquarters at Ogdo::1, UtClh 4 His research exper; "'I1C'9 •·•u.s in 
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tho Nort:1.~rn Boclcy l-1ountain region with head_quarters at l-!isto\ll,a,1 ~A~AJ!a• Iri 

1936 he was appointed. R~ional Forester for tho North Central Je~~on, ~~eh 

includes tho Nationn.l Forests of Illi~ois, In~~ana, Iowa, ~.fic..'11,igo.n 1 Hlnnesota, 

Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 1939 ho was transferred to the post of 

Regional Forester in the .Northern Pacific Region, with headquarters at 

Portland, Oregon, . . ; 
For the :rc..s t t'·ro years Mr. l'latts has been Ohidrman of the Dcpa.rt::Jcnt 

of Agriculture committee dealing with post-war planning for tao Pacific 

Northwest. 

l3ecausc of his wide experience in employing, organizing_, . and. dealing 

with skilled and unskill ed \'rorlcers, and his wide coritncts ·with livestock men, 

construction outfits and the public, he was brought to Wa shington last fall 

to assist the Secret~ry in the activities of the Dopcrtment rcln.t~~ to farm 

laber. 

Secreta ry \'/ickard said, "Mr. '\'la.ttsl bro'od experience and understanding 

of the countryfs need for p rot.ccting Dl'ld maintaining the productivity of 

our fore s t land will be o! particular vc..lue in wartime. He has n. sound grasp 

of a progrrun designed to meet tho requirements of t h is omergm~cy ns well ns 

the long range needs of the nation in conserving nnd dcve·loping its forest 

lands, 11 .. 
" •,. F--

; .. . · .. . 

1308-43 

\ . 
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'( CONFIDENTIAL-SERyrcz) ' 

Lyle F. Watts Named New Chief 

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard today announced the appointment of Lyle F. 
Watts, former Regional forester from Portland, Oregon, and i n recent 1nonths 
an assis:tant to the S~cretary , ·· as · Chief of the Forest Service. 

His appointment fills the vacancy ·caused by the death of F. A. Silcox, who 
was Chief of the Forest Service fr~m-1933 to 1939 • . 3arle H. Clapp has been 

. in charge as Acting Chief since Mr. Silcox 1 s death. . . . . . . 

Mr. wa:tts wa·s bo~n in Cerro GOrdo County, Iowa,., in 1890 . He received the 
BachEilor· of Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa State College in 1913; 
was granted the professional degree of Master of Forestry in 1928. He 
entered the Forest Service July 1, 1913, as te.chnical assistant on the 
Wyoming National' Forest. 

Mr. Watts has had broad training for the assignment as Chief of the ForestB(bl 
Service. His experience inc~u~e~ service in all phases of the amlrinistra­
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Ragional 
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research branch, including 
four years as Director of .the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest and Range 
Experiment Station; and two years in the field of forestry education during 
which time he organized the School ·of Forestry at the Utah Agr icultural 
College. Mr. Watts' work in the Forest Service has baen in four of the 
nine National Forest regions. His early work was · in the Int (m nountain 
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. rlis research experience was in 
the !~orthern Rocky Mountain Ret;,ion \'Jith headquarters at Hissoula, !fontana. 
In 1936 he was appointed ~egional Forester for the North Central Region, 
which includes the National Forests of Illinoi~, b1diana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Hissouri, Ohio, and 1·lisconsin. In 1939 he was transferred to 
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, ~~th head­
quarters at Portland, Oregon. 

For the past two years ·Mr. Watts has, been Chairman of tho Department of 
Agriculture committee ·dealing with post-war .planning for the Pacific North­
west. 

Because of his wide exper~~nc~ in e~ploying, organ1z1ng, and dealing with 
skilled and unskilled ,workers·, and- his -wide .. contacts.. .. W.i th livestock men, 
construction outfits and the. public, he was brought to ~ashington last 
fall to assist the Secretary in the ' activities of the Department r elated 
to farm labor. 

Secretary Wickard said, 11 l,fr. V)atts 1 broad experience and understanding of 
the country 1 s need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our. 
forest land will be of particular ,va~u~ in _vrartime. He has a sound grasp .._ 
of a program designed to meet the requirements -of this· emergency as well as 
the lons range needs of the' nation ·in conserving and developing its fore~t 
lands. · 

r 



Presid.ent Roosevelt's iaessage.lncludes ,~aist 'for the Workers . . . .. ~~ .. ·_, .... ~ .... :~ : ..... 

The following excerpts are from the President's message to the 78th Congress: 
. ... : .. . ... .... · .' ..... .. ... . .. :..' _..:~ ..... . · ·... . . 

As spokesmen for the United States Gover~ent. you and I take off our 
hats to those responsible- for~ our ··American: p:roduction-to the owners, 
managers and supervisors, to the draftsmen and engineers, to the 
workers--men and women--in factories and arsenals and shipyards and 
mines and mills and for-ests and railroads .aad.~ighways. 

We take off our hats to the farmers who have faced an unprecendented 
task of feeding not only a great Nation but a great part of the world. 

We take off our . hats to all the loyal, ano~~:>U:~, . untid:.ng men and . . 
women who. have worked in private employmen~. anq .in 'Goyer~ept ~nd who · 
have endured rationing and other stringenc1es, wit'h good humor ' and 
good w;ill... Yle take . qff our hats to .. all Americans vrho have S!~mt-ributed, 
magnificent).y .to our .conunon. ~ause.... · · · 

,_ .. 
' . 

In this war of survival we must keep before 'our minds ' not only the evil 
things we fight, against,, . b~: the good things . . "fe; ar~ f~ghting for. We. 
fight to retain a: gr~t . past--we . .fight to ga:i,n .a greater. future' •••• ' A 

J • • • .. 

tremendous, cost.ly, .. long·· ·e~1during task in. peaqe· _a~ we;lJ. a~ ih yYar is 
still ahead of us. ·But-, :a? we .face t.hat co'n:.~riui,ng tas~~:.we 'may ~.now 
that the state of this Nation is good--the heart, of this' Nation is•'sotind­
the spirit of this Nation is strong-the faith 'of. this Nation is e'ter'nal. 

' 

1 IJ:i_nted MB;terial for 1941_¥f~rt~-:~''l'lrest Fire Pre'/ention Cu~ign_ to be Ready Soon 
Order s for printing Wartime l<'•)r'.es:. Fire Prevention Car:qxdgn . matel~ial n<?-.'{e l:?.een placed 
an:i the Government Printing Off,ice has informally .prom..i..s.ed that 'it Y~i+.l'. P?-Ve the 
material off the presses and on i ts way to the various .tiegional Fore~;;.t'ers. l:?:y. February 
15 at the latest. The orders call for 12 million two-·colur 3"x5 11 envelope 'stuffers, 
7~ million two-color '·2~11x7!' fire -rules cRrds (on. cardboard), 300 thousand 2'211x28 11 

4-color posters (on paper), 14 tho'l:lsand 1111x28" 4-co±or car. cards (ori cardboard), 5 
thousand 4-color 24-sheet billboard posters, lOO.thousand black an~ wHite 'fag bag 
stickers, and 100 thousand black and.white fag bag t~gs • . In addition the. bids will 
provide for optional increases, in case addition?-1 . funds become av~il.able., o.f . 
1,300;00 stuffers, 5,000,000 fire rules cards, 18,500 car. ·car.ds, and 10,0,00~ each of 
the fag bag 'stickers .and tags, 

The above order includes 101 change plates and 26 name strips, thus proviging for 
name.s of many individual States on the signature. strip for all of t;he ?-beiye items. , .. 

Arrangements have also been made so that the Nation~l Pa~k Service and the Office of 
Indian Affairs of the· ·Department of the :Jnterior may use our. ! b~sic q~~~~~ ~i~h their 
ovm •~m~s ~ather t han ours in the !ignature strip. 

~sident H.oosevelt Hill Spaak to American Farmers 
Tl:e Jepa!'tment of Agriculture has announced that President Roosevelt has · accepted an 
invjtation to speak by radio to American farmers on ·an all network program on Tuesd9.y 
Jar.ua ry 12-the day the President designated as Farm :1obilization Day. The Presi­
den t; s Rddress will launch a nationwide drive by the Department. ·of Agriculture and 
other federal and state agencies to enlist every farmer in the United States in the 
1943.: food production program'. · 

.1n a~d~tion to the President, o+~cr internati onally known l eaders of the United 
'Jations will speak from Sngland,~ , and ~'lashington. An Amc'rican 'f-armer and a farm 
w~rna.n will be heard from Chicago. The program will emphasize t.h~ r eliance of the 
Uni.ted Nations on United States farmers for food and fiber to win the war. 

(USDA Press Release) 
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.r Conscripts Plywo_!td for Variety of Applications 
ly Packaging Logging Prospect J. 

~s Large Part of Does ~see Guv'nor' 
A Montanan, fresh from Ood Production plains and mountains. wanted to 

· ~ecorue a calk-booted Oregon lug-

=>lywood Serves in 
ything from Pullman 
to Cootie Delousers 
rration 's war effort enters 

aase-the invasion of Nazi­
a break through the outer 
of Japan-so enters an-

titary demand for Douglas 
od. 
1ow the armed forces a re 
o fir plywood for packag­
supplies that mus.t reach 
!S in a constant stream; 
!l.ilroad cars and trucks in 
te materials are shipped 
ss this country and across 
1ed territory; for Pullman 
t car ry our troops; for 
arges and boats in amphi­
rations; fo r barracks and 
to be quickly assembled 

w theatres of operations. 
ue only a few of the re­
tions to the gamut of ap-
for plywood conjur ed up 

litary conscripting of t-he 
·esources to speed total de­
e totalitarians. Hut in the 
, shipping and packaging 
:nts of the army, navy and 
>tries took a sizable part 
ion and a half squar.e feet 
plywood produced last 
() T'I'HHH" n,.nn :,,.,H r\1" f'orotn,.._ 

g.er. He applied a t three logging 
concerns near Cottage Grove, Ore., 
where each time he was told­
"Sure thing, see th' governor." 

Unaware that " the governor" in 
lumbercamp talk is the "straw­
boss," the man appeared recently 
at the state capitol, gained an in­
terview with Governor Earl Snell, 
ond anxiously asked for "clear­
ance" to become a logger. 

has been focused on the importance 
of the shipping containers. So 
~;erhaps a description of some of 
these cases is warranted before re­
viewing briefly other ways the mil­
itary utilizes the material to help 
speed victo r y. (Douglas fir plywood 
today is manufactured under WPB 
allocation, with the great bulk of 
the output produced expressly for 
the army, navy, Maritime Commis­
sion and Lend-Lease; the remain­
der is available only for those 
war-necessary applications war­
ranting high priority ratings.) 

Airplane Win11: Crate 
Typical of the way plywood Is 

be ing used in packaging for the air 
forces, is that reported by the pu)l­
lic relations office at Sacramento 
Air Depot. There, fir plywood has 
long been a stand•by for crating 
shipmen ts and making various 

"What hath wood wrought" could be the caption that best de­
scribes the articles being examined by Gifford Pinchot, 80, (left ), 
pioneer Chief Forester, and Lyle F._ ~atts, pre.sent CJ:tief of the U. S. 
Forest Service. The purpose of then Informal mspection of the wood 
products. d eveloped and improved by the Forest S?rvice s~ientists. 
was in connection with the celebrahng of the fort1eth anruversary 
of the establishment of the Service. 

F .~o.R. Congratulates 
U.S. Forest ·service 

on 40th Anniversary 
President S a y s Economic 
Future of America Depends 
on Future Forests 

President Roosevelt, in a 300 
word congratulatory letter ad­
dressed to the Chief of t he Forest 
Service, U. S. Department of Agri­
rnltnrP. on thP Of'<'.lt<<inn 'lf the· for-

a right to be proud-all of you , ev­
ery member of the Service-for the 
Service has done great .things .... 
It has made iorestry known to 
America, it has turned many ene­
mies of forestry into staunch 
friends, it has won the confidence 
and cooperation of the people, and 
it has led the way in making Amer­
ican f o r e s t r y an oustanding 
achievement." __ 

Forest Chief Predicts 
Chief Watts, after reading the 

President's letter, pr-~dicted that 40 
vear~ heuce t.ecbnical advances will 
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LYLE F. WATTS 

LYLE F. HATTS 

v_ 
Lyla F. Watts was born ..a-t; , Iowa, Novem ber 10 , -------

lH90. After gre.duatint; from Iowa State College Tlith e B. s. ~egree in 

forestr;:r, he entered the Forest Service, u. s. Department of Agri culture. 

in 1913. He spent two yeP- rs as forest essistant on what is now the 

Bridger N~tional Forest, Wyomin~ end three years as forest examiner 

on the Voesatch end Cache NationAl Forests, Utah, end Idaho, and the 

Bridger Netionel Forest, assisting in timber 

activities. On the Cache National Fores~ he also of pro-

duotion of trees for forest pYanting at Pocatello Nursery. 

In 1918 Mr. Watts became deputy forest supervi sor of the Boise 

1920 he wes -pr41lot.ed to the po8ition of fores.t...s~viso.r, oting ~ that 

capacity for three~onths. From late in 1920 to 1926, he served sue-

cessively as super'lisor of the Heiser nnd Idaho National Forests i n Idaho . 

On }larch 1, 1326 he was transferred to the lL.t ermountein Regionc l Office 

at Ogden, Utah, as assistant in forest management. The regional office 

hAs jurisdiction over Forest Service activities in Utah, southern Idaho, 

western "'fyoming , and Ne,.nde. 

Mr. Watts left the Forest Service in 1928 to 

School of Forestry of the Utah Agricultural College<il a. d•f"t'& ilaent: kll18b 

.ee ..st gatP!1tt!@\ A year later he r eenterid the Forest Service to serve at 

the Intermountain Forest Experiment Station, Ogden, utah, where he directed 

si1vics investigetions a nd inaugurated important erosion-streamflow studies 

-er~;eniza1tie~ta~H-i-t~ On August 1, 1931 he was transferred to the 

(Over ) 



Northern Roc~J Mountain Forast Experiment Station, with 
C2u "1 I • (~ 

headquarters at 

St atior ... ~supe r-Miss~'je, Montano. In 19d6 fie \\'l!le Jnftde d!:r~QIWIM! the 

vis~ forest research activities, including silvics, rR1~e, fore st IJrod-

ucts, forest economics, and forest influence inve stigations, a nd coordinat-

the research of the Stat ion with t hat of other a[;encies in releted 

fields. 

The following year he went to Milwaukee, WiRconsin, a s Regional 

Forester in char ge of the North Centrn 1 Region, embracing National For-

ests i n Illinois, Indiana, IowFl, Michigan , Uinnesota, Missouri, North 

Dakota., Ohio, and Wis consin, where a large pro{;rrun of public lAnd acqui-

sition ~nd reforestation was under way. On April 1, 1939 he became 

Regional Forester in charge of the North Pacific Region (Washington and 

qre{;on), vlith headquarters at Portland. 

Mr. ~tts is e. m~ber of Alpha Zeta, honorary agricultural fra-

terni ty; Phi Kappa Phi, honorary science f~e.ternityl the Society of 

American Foresters, the American Forestr~ Association, ~Fte~e~i c at J 
' ,'f'""' • • ~ t{ '1 1/f n 1 1' • " · 

~r~oa~ ~ste~±enti-f±e-As-a.ooi'!lt~on, and" t-he 
n I 'I • r I ! " . "t. 

Ut'trft-Ju~ad-emy-or-scl;mo.e-.. 

# # # 
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A D DRESS REPLY TO 

THE FORESTER 
AND REFER TO 

I- Information 
General 

Regional Foresta~ 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Sir: 

UNITEp STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

WASHINGTO N 

April 22, 1942 

For our information files we want a biographical sta tement on 

Lyle Wat ts. 11e'd appreciate your reviewing the at tached state-

ment prepared for this purpose, Maki ng a ny correct i ons needed, 

and amplifying it with additional pertinent data. 

Very truly yours, 

DANA PARKINSON, Chief, 
Division of Info~ation and Education 

(! , ~-~Jf 
By: CHARLES E. RANDALL, Acting. 

Enclosur6 
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TO fAKE NEW JOB 
Watts Sees Object Lesson 

in Great Lakes Are~ 1>..' 
~ \...-:;. .. ~ ..... ~ 

f')C. 
(Picture on This Pa.ge) I 

After a "tour" o! the Great Lakes 
area, where the country ba.s been 
practically denuded o! trees by un­
restrained logging operations, a 
better realization of the needs of 
conserving the country's forests 
may be obtained, In tbe .oplnlon of 
Lyle F. Watts, new regional forest­
er here, who arrived Friday from 
Milwaukee, Wis., to take ·over his 
duties. 

r Mr. Watts was named to. succeed , 
C. J . Buck, for many years regional 
forester here, who left !or Wash- . 
lngton, D. C., to become an assis- ' 
tant to the chief forester. 

Service ReptAnta Trees ] 
In the Grea£' Lakes area, where 

Watts \vu re&ionai forester, the big 
~problem Is one of rehabilitating the 
forests and about 100,000 acres a 
year are being replanted, he said. 

Here, on the contrary, he pointed 
out, the job as he sees it Is In pro­
moting and per!edtlng the sustained 
yield Idea so that this area will eon­
tlnue to have a wealth of forests as 
ol!e o! its most valuable resources 
for centuries to come. 

"We need tt> avoid the mistakes 
made in the Lake statea and there­
by avoid the consequent upset to 
the lumbering Industry caused by 
the cutting out of forests," he said. 

"As I .see it. the co-operative ap-
proach, with the private owners, 

I statea and federal government par-
' ticlpating, may be the an•wer to the 
conservation ot our ft>rests." 

Watts Iowa · A.Iamnu. 
Watts is not new to the coast, as 

be went to high school in BeUing­
ham some years ago and about that 

• time workeo on a ranch In Yakima 
one summer and spent a summer 
working in the Carnation condena­
ery at Mount Vernon. 

Watts Is married and ha.s a aon 
and daughter. His wife and two 
children will come west to join him 
later. . 

He is a graduate of Iowa State . 
college. He has served as supervisor 
of the Weiser national forest In 
Idaho and of the Idaho national 
fores t, assl.stant chief of the division/ 
ot forest management at Ogden, 

I head o! the department of forestry 
of Utah Agricultural college head 
of the silvicultural research ;.,t Og- ~ 
den and director of the Northern 
Rock;r: Mountain Forest and Range 

1 Experiment station at Missoula, 
Mont. 

From the latter job he went to 
the position of regional forester of 
the north central region with head­
quarter& at Milwaukee. · 

Top W·oodsman 
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LILS F. :·i,\TTS .tf, ' !1) m::.t.D 0~ lJOR'Ii . ?ACI:'I C JORE.S'T RWIO~i 

'fhQ appointt1ent of Ly1o F. ;Iatts a!i Regional 7ore:::ter for Hatioro1 

Fareat Ro3ion Six, with haadquarters at Portland, Ore~on, was ann01.mced 

recontly by F. A. Silcox, Chie.f of t he Fore:Jt Service, U. S. Department of 

Agriculture. Ur. Ttatts llaS bem 8ervin8 as Regioru:U Forester o! the North 

Cantrtll. Region at Ui1waukoe1 Wisconsin. r:atts succeeds c. J • .Buck1 who 

is be1.n.g tranoferrod to the ashington Office of the ?,orcst Service as 
I 

general inspector and special assista."lt to Chi of ~- . A. Silcox. 

Regior...a.1 •'ores t er Wa t t s is a graduate o! tho School of 1-'orestry at 

Io·:a State Co11cgo1 having r cceivod thoro the degrees of B.s. in Forestry 

a.'"ld ~astor of Forestry. Sinco his graduati on he has been constantly engaged 

in :forestry m r k, including 2.) years in the Federal service, duri.l'le which 

tiM be haa r...ild td.de o:q>erionco 1n sci entific ar.d administrative work. 

Bef'o:ro hin perr..ancnt appoint:lcnt to the I•'orest Service in 19J.J he sa71 vide 

servico in tho wo~tern forests in scientific r esearch, and was 1n charge or 
the la.bora'!.ory L101 f orest plant~ f r the I orm Stato Collecre. lie entered 

the Foreot SerJi.oo July 1, l9JJ aa a technical a .ooistant on the r;yom:1ng 

National 4~orest. 

In 1915 and 19161 t:r. -;"atts directed timber survey m:rk on the 

i;70Jllin8 and ~·:nsa.tcb National Fores ts. In 1917 he was a~eigned to the Cache 

r1atior.al •'orcst, Idaho, as .foreot emminer in charge of forest planting at 

the Pocatello !>;ursery. Fron May 1918 t o April 1920 he was deputy supervisor 

on the Boise National 'crest, I daho. rom 1920 to 1926 he served aB so.1pervisor 

of the 11eiser w..d Idaho :Jationa1 Forests; on ~arch 11 1926 he ~ tra.'1s! er red 



L1Lb F. ·: ,\ 'l'TS ~IA:.!.rn :ilEA.T) OF 11U;1Tll PACil''I C 70RFBT Ri!:.CIOU 

Ths appointtlent of Lyle F. 3latts ae Reglonal Fore3tar !or Uatio.nal 

r,orest Region Six, with horuiqua.rters at Portland, Ore~n, was announced 

r econtly by F. A. Sil cox, Chief of the For ·est Service, U. S. Departmant of 

Agriculture. Mr. i7atts has been serving as Regional Forester o! the North 

Cantral Region at Milwaukee, 7iisconsin. :atts succeeds c. J. Buck, who 

1s beine' trans.ferrod to the /:ashlngton Office of the Forest Service as 

general inspector and spocial assistant to Chief .r • A. ,Silcox. 

Rcgior..al k'orcstar Wa t t s is a graduate o! tho School of 1-'orestry at 

Iowa State Collego, t.aving r eceived tr.ore the degraos of D.S. in I<'orestey 
~'!wl' '/ 

I 

a.~ ~.:aster of Foreatry. Sinco hi:s graduation he has been constantly engaged 

in forestry -work, including 23 y.oars in the Federal servi.oe, during which 

timo he has had lrl.de e."tperienco in scientific and ad.'!linistrative work. 

Bei'oro his permanent appoint.nent to the u'or est Se..'r'V'i.ce 1n 1913 he sa.71 wide 

aeroco in the 'lttcstern foreeta in sci~ntific r eDaarch., and was in charge or 
the labora1.Clr'J in f orest :plantin3 for the Iowa S·tate College. He entered 

the ForeDt Service July 11 1913 as a t echnical as~ista.nt on tho 1~ 

In 1915 and 19161 nr. :-:atts djrected timber survey mrl< on the 

1i.')"omi:r..g ar..d ~:'asatch !-lational f orests. L"'l 1917 he was assigned to the,;; Cache 

~Sational .!forest, Idaho, as f oreot AXMXiner in charge of forest planting at 

the Pocatello Nursery. •ron lla;r 1918 t o April 1920 he was deputy supervisor 

on t he Boise National Forest, Idaho. 1'rom 1920 to 1926 he served as S"J.pervisor 

of the i1eiser a.r..d ld.:ilio .Jational Foresta; on March 1, 1926 he wruJ tra."lS.ferred 

t o the Regional O!.fi c e at veden, Utah as assista.~t in .i'orost management. 



Profe~sor G. B. UaoDonald, 
Iowa State College, 

Ames , I O"<m. o 

Dear Professor liacDonald a 

7032 Plankinton Building, 
Kilwaukee, Tiisconnin. 
February ll, 1939. 

Reference is ma.de to your letter of January 31. 
f . 

The following data roug.~y outlines the work l have done aince 
entering the lCML Ste.te College i~ the tall of 1909• · 

Graduated with a B. s . in forestry in 1913. 

Field Assistant on timber •~J work during the a~er of 1911, 
With th_.e United States Forest Serv:lce in Utah.. 

Firs Guard on t he Superior !'.ational Fo%'$st in Minneeota during 
~e sumr.er of 1912. 

Firat pormanant appointment in the United Statoa Forest Sorvioe, 
July 1, 1913. T~ber survey work on the ~yomin~ national Forest. 

From July 1, 1913 - January, 1916 • timber survey Slld timber sale a 
work i n the Intemotmt-ain Region of tc.o United Statea Forest Scn·-vice. 

Fl'cm Januar'J, 1915 • May, 1911 - for-eat nursery and plan-ting work 
in the Intermountain Region of t he United States Forest Service. 

Fron ~y, 1917 - February, 1910 - A~datant Supervisor • Boise 
Rational Forest i n Idaho. 

;tO 

From. February • 19lie - Fabr>11ary, l92a,; • Supervisor, Weiser National 
Forest in Idaho. 

Fron February, 192).. - ~, 1928 - Supervisor, Ids.b.o .National F·orest 
in l~o. 

:hom lin.y, 1926 - July, 1928 ., Assista.."'lt Chief, Di-vision of l!'oreat 
Management, Intermountain Reg1.on of United States Forest Service, Ogden, 
TJtah. 



Fro.rll J~.tly, 1928 - Septer.1ber, 1929 - in c.r..n.r ge of Department of 
Forestry i n the Sc hool of Agricul tur o, Ut !\h Agr icultural College, Logan, 
Utah. 

.Prom September, 1929 - July, l9Sljin charge silvieultural :re• 
ae!aroh, Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, Ogden, utah. 

From July, 1931 - April, 19313 - Director of the lio1-tharn Roolcy 
fountain Forest and Bange Experiment Station, Missoula, Montru:l&. 

Frolll April, 1933 to dat. - Re gional Forester 1 l~orth Central Re­
gion, Unitod States Forest Serviee, with headquartor:s at IUlwaukee, Wis­
consin. 

In mw pr esent position, l represent the Federal Forest Servioe 1n 
the eight North Contral States. The work oonaiats of the rmnagoment of 
12 National Forests, including a gross area of apprQxim&tely 20,000,000 
acres , of which only about 0, 000, 000 acres a~ in Federal ownerahip. The 
primary job in t his oon:noction is tr..e development and rehabilitation of 
badly depleted forest property. Reforestation is going ahead at the :rate 
of approxioately 100, 000 aorea a year. Recreational areas and wildlife 
habitat a.re bei:Jg developed or i.Jnproved . Additional l and is bei ng pur• 
e~Ased at the rate of approximatel y 2501 000 aerea per year. 

The other p.tl.:.a.sa of ey ':ro:rk hna to d-o •rlth FedC3ral cooperation and 
guida:noe in s tate and privat e f o;reatry. Tnis p!w.se is perhaps moat im• 
porta.nt in the long r.m because the bulk of the forest land is in prt vate 
o'Wllerahip and a very large poroenta.ge of it i s destined fo7 State aano:t­
ship and lllall!l.ge:nent. l n fa.ot, State holdings e.lrea.dy exoeed the Federal 
holdings i n the Ragian. 

Very sincerely y ours, 

Lru F. WATTS 

-2-
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United St 2.tes Depart~cnt of Agriculture 
Release - Immediate Washington, D. G., November 5, 1942 

Lyle F. Watts Named to Coordinate 
U.S.D.A. Farm Labor Activities 

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard announced today the appointment of Lyle 

J. Watts, Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, as an assistant to him with a 

special assi~nment to coordinate farm labor activities of the Department. Mr. 

Watts is taking over his new duties immediately. 

Mr. Watts, who has been in the U. S. Forest Service since 1913, has had Wide 

experience in employing; organizing, and handling both skilled and unskilled work-

men, in dealin5 with livestock men, farmers, construction crews, and the public 

in general. In his work with the Forest Service he has 6ained an intimate 

knowled&e of labor conditions in the lumber industry o~ the Nation. He was associ-

ated for 6 years with the late F. A. Silcox, who was chief of the Forest Service 

from 1933 to 1939 and Who was widely known for his work in the field of labor. 

Mr. Watts, who was born in Cerro Gordo county, Iowa, in 1890, is a graduate 

of Iowa State College. From 1918 to 1928 he served as supervisor in national 

forests in Idaho and in forest man86ement work in the Inter Mountain area. In 1928 

he organized the School of Forestry at Utah Agricultural College. He re-entered 

the Forest Service the following year, and served successively ~t Ogden, Utah 

and Missoula, U.ont. In 1936 he became Regional Forester for the North Central 
Missouri 

Region, embracing national forests in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota~ 

Nor~h Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 1939 he became Regional Forester of the 

Northern Pacific Region with headquarters at Portland, Ore., and has held that 

post u~ .to the present. 

-- N--
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BIOORAPHICAL DATA 
Regional Forester and Assistant Regional Foreste1·a 

Lyle F. Watts, Regional Forester, in charge, North Pacific Region, Foreot 
Service, United States Department of Agriculture. 

lative of Cerro Gordo Co., Iowa. Entered Forest Service, Sevier National 
rarest, Region 4, as field aasistant unde~ temporary appointment. Educations 
B. S. Iowa State College, major forestry, 1913; M. S. Iow~State College, 1928. 
Probationary appointment as field assistant, Wyoming N. :z.·., 7/l/13. Deputy 
Forest Superv180r1 Boise H. F., S/l/l8J Forest Supervisor, Boise N. F., 1/16/20. 
Forut Supervisor Weiser H. F., 4/1/20; Farest Supervisor, Idaho H. F., 1/16/22. 
Staff officer, Division ot Timber Management, Ogden, Utah, 3/l/2h. Left 
Forest Service 1928 and organized the School of Forestry, Utah Agricultural 
College. Re-entered Forest Service as Senior Silviculturiat, Great Basin 
Experiment Station, Ogden, Utah, 9/1/':8. Transferred to )forthern Rocky' 
Mountain Forest Experiaent ~tation, 8/l/'Jl. Director of Northern Rocky 
Mountain Forest Experiment Station, ll/1/35. Regional Forester, Region 9, 
M1lwaukee, Wisconsin, 4/l/36. Regional Forester, Region 6, Portland, Oregon, 
4/1/39. 

Oliver F. Ericson, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of Timber 
Management. 

Native of Cleburne, ltansas. Education& Four years, majoring in Chemistry, 
Betheny College, A. B. l9lOJ 2 years, majoring in Forestry, U. of Washington, 
li. s. F. 1913. T•porary appointment as Field Assiatant, Whitman Forest, 
in eastern Oregon, June 1912. Permanent appointment as Forest .Assistant, 
Chelan Jf. F. in northern central Washington State, July 1913. Transferred 
to Crater Hational Forest, southern Oregon, August 1916, and to Whitman H. F. 
and Olympic N. F. 1 being promoted to Supervisor in charge of the latter 
forest, March 1920. Promoted to atatt otficer, Division or Timber Mallag8Dlent, 
Portland, Oregon, July 19231 as logging engineer. Placed in charge of 
Division of Timber Management as Assistant Regional Forester, September 1935. 

Lynn H. Douglas, Asaistant Regional Forester, in charge, Divilion of Wildlife 
and Range Manag•ent. 

Native of Broken Bow, Nebraska. Education& Four years, University of Nebraska, 
major Agriculture, B. S. C. Employed by State of Ohio Forestry Dept. BUIIIIler 
ot 1910. Probationary appointment as Grazing Examiner, Region 7, to conduct 
studies of grazing conditions in that Region. Transferred to Region 21 
Denver, Colorado, July 1913, advanced as ataff officer and placed in charge 
ot the D1v1111on ot Range Management Dec•ber 1934. PrCIIloted to Assistant 
Regional Forester, Region 6, Portland, Oregon, in charge ot Division of 
W1ldli!e and Range lfanag•ent, July 1938. 



~ 
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Ira J. Muon, Aaaistant Regl.onal Forester, in charge, Division of Recreation 
and Landa 

Native of Chicago, Illinois. Education& U. of Michigan, B. s. F. 192.5; 
Yale, au.aer school; U. of Washington, pos~graduate work. Field assistant 
Cascade N. F. 1924. Permanent appointment aa Forest Ranger on Snoqualmie 
N. F. 192.5. Promoted to Senior Forest Ranger January 19Zl. Serve4 on 
Snoqualaie atatf as Junior Forester trc. September 19Z7 to 1929. Transferred 
to California Forest and Range Experiment Station 1929, and was promoted to 
poai tl.on of Asst. Forester. Transferred to Umatilla Foreat, June 19JJ, and 
promoted to Asst. Forest Supervisor of Rogue River, December 19JJ. Brought 
into Division of Timber Management aa staff officer, Kay 19.34, pr011oted to 
position of Forest Code Examiner; transferred to Division of Recretttion and 
Landa, April 19J.5. Promoted to position of Assistant to Assistant Regional 
Fore111ter 1n 19J) and to Assistant Regional Forester, in charge of Division 
of Recreation and Lands, 1942. 

James Frankland, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of 
Engineering. 

Native of Seattle, Washington. Education& Civil Engineering, U. of Wash­
ington. Employed by City of Seattle as public utillty construction inspector 
1908-10. Eaployed by construction i'irm of Stons and Webster, on power plant 
construction at White Salaon, Waahington, 1912-lJ. Assistant Engineer, Port 
of Tacoma, Washington, 1919-21. Bridge engineer, Hedrick & Kreamers, con­
struction engineers, Portland, Oregon, 1922-2J. 

Began Forest Service career aa a temporary forest guard on the Snoqualmie 
Hational. Forest, in Region 6 of the Fcrest Service in 1911. Also worked 
during the SUDIIIler season of 1913 in sane capacity. Recoi ved first permanent 
appointment as an Aasistan t Forest Ranger on the Snoqualmie N. F., July 1914 
and was made FOI'est Ranger in 1916. Transferred to the Oregon National 
Forest in September 1916. On military furlough Uay 1917 to March 1919. Ylaa 
Captain 69th c.a.c. Re-entered the Service in 1924 and assigned to the 
D1vision of Engineering. Placed in charge September 19Jl. 

c. otto Lindh, Aasistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of Fire 
Control • 

.Native of Battleground, Washington. Education: Attended u. of )fontana and 
Both Washington and Orogor. State Colleges, B. S. F. Oregon State, 1927. 
Worked during DUIIDlers 1920-24 on Columbia tl. F. Firat permanent appointment 
as ~er assigned to timber sales 192.5. Transferred to Umatilla, 01,ympic, 
Rainier, Cascade and SnoqualDlie Rational Forests on various timber sale and 
staff assigraents until February 19J.5 when he was promoted to Asst. Forest 
Supervisor, Olympic N. F. Brought into Division of Forest 11anagement u 
staff officer, 19J.5. 'l'ransferred to tire control activities October 1939, 
and prcaotecl to Assistant Regional Forester in charge of Division ot Fire 
Control, October 1941. 

-2-
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Assiatant Regional Forester, 1n charge, D1Yiaon ot 
Operation. 

lative ot Genoa, Rebruka. Kducationa Iowa State, forestey. Entered 
Far eat Senice u t•pcrary tGI"est guard on the Wallowa H. r., eaatern Oregoa, 
Kay 1913. Reoe1Ted per.anent appointaent u Guard, 1915. Tranaterrecl to 
U...ttlla Poreat u a atatf ottioer in August 19161 and promoted to gruin& 
unatant on the Wenaba Foreat 1n 1917. 5erYed. in nrioua technical gruinc 
aDd atatt officer ulli.gnaente on the Uutilla1 Deschutea &Del crater Forest.. 
Made .UIIi.atant rarest Supeniaor, Uut1.l.la H. F., Dec.aber 192S1 aDd placed 
in charge ot the Coluab1a If. F. u Forest Supenieor 1n April 1927. 
Pra.oted to start officer, Di:Vision ot Range Kanag•ent, Dec•ber 1929. 
Praaoted to .Usiatant Regional Forester, Dinsion of Recreation and Landa, 
April 19JO. Placed in charge ot D1Y.l.s1on ot Operation December 1941. 

John c. Kuhna, .Uaietant Regional Forester, 1n charge, Division ot Education 
aDd Information. 

Bati.ve ot Oil City, Pennsylvania. Bducationa Studied forestry at Penn. State 
College. Worked as t.porary forest guard on the tapqua Forest, in Oregon 
cturing su.er ot 19101 and..,... given peraanent appoint.-nt as a ranger in 
1911. Transferred to the C&scade Forest in 1916. PrOIIlotecl to staff officer 
of the Deschutes H. F., u il'&aing ex&lliner, 1917. Transferred to 'Wenaha 
Pcrest &Dd pra.oted to Forest Supeniaor in charge in February 1918. Trana­
terred to Wbitaan Forest, 1924, and Snoqua.laie rarest, 1933, &Dd prcaotecl to 
.Uaiatant F•e-* S.pe: oi•ot ta lh-se Regicmal Forester 1n charge ot D1Yisioo 
ot Education and Intonation, Part.land, Oregon, August 1971. 

Horace J. Andren, Aaaatant Re&ional Paruter, 1n charge, Division of State 
and Pri n. te rareatz7. 

llative ot S1dDaw1 Michigan. Eduoats.ona U. of Michigan, A. B. 1915J •• r., 
1916. Forest Aalll.atant, t.iaber surYe)'B, 1914, 15, 16, and 17 in s-.-er, 
while teaching forestry at Uniftrllity of Michigan. Al.ao taupt at State 
College ot Fareatry, lew York State at 'l'bCIIU Edison Laboratories and at 
Iowa State College froiD 1918 to 1923, while intermi ttent.ly workiDg tor varirus 
1uaber ccapaniea in the east and aiddle wet. Was in charge of Michigan 
Land Econaalic Survey 1924-26J and Aeaiatant State Fareater of Michigan 1926-27. 
Chief Fareat Fire warden of Michigan 1927-)0. In charge Michigan State Land 
office June 1929 to April 1930. Appointed u Senior Foreat Economist, 
Pacific llorthwest Foreat Experiaent Station, Pc:rtland, Oregon, Jan'UIL17 6, 19)0. 
Returned to teaching at College ot Forestry, U. ot Michigan, October 1938 
to August 1, 1939, when be wu placed in charge of Divinon of State and 
Private Forestry as Aaaietant Regional Foreeter in Portland, Oregon. 

E & I File Conv 
, . 
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Arnold R. Standing, .Ueistant Regional Forester, 1n charge, D1Yiaion of 
Peraonnel llanag•ent 

latiTe of Br1gbua City, Utah. Eclucat.iona Utah State Agricultural College, 
aajoring 1n Botany, B. s. 1929. T•parary forest guard Caribou and Wuatcb 
latioaal Foreate and loager on lhit.&n lational Foreat, !rca 1918 to 1922. 
Penlanent appointment aa roreat Ranier, Cache Jlational Foreet, Re&ion 4 ot 
tbe l"oreat SerYice, April 1923. Placed on poasing atudiee aa Junior Range 
Exaad.ner July 1924. Tranaferred to Uinta Forest April 1926. Tranaferred to 
DiTiaion of Range Muq-nt in the ReP,onal Office at Ogden, Utah 1n April 
19:t7 and a.-Yed u uaistant to the Chief or the Dirlaion until placed in 
char&• ot DiJd..e Jlat.ional Forest u rareat Superri.aor in March 1936. Pro.otecl 
to .laaiatant to Aasiatant RegiOD&l ForesWr 1n charge of Dineion of Peraozmel. 
J~Mqeunt in OgMn, Utah, January 1937. Praloted to AHietant Regional 
Fcreater in cbarp ot Division or Personnel l&anag•ent, Portl.and, Oregon, 
lon.ber 1939. 

Albert B. Coueina, Regional Fiaoal Agent, 1n charge, l"18cal Control. 

latJ.Te or &.ton, Muaachuaetta. Educated 1n Boatao. Entered g«~t 
aenice aa P. o. Inapector. Transferred to Forut SerYice 1n Washington, D. c. 
1n Jul.,- 19c:/1. Pre~~oted to Oti'icer in charge of Fi.ecal Accounta in Portland, 
Oregon, Dec•ber 1908, when the headquarter• or the Regional Forester were 
eetabllahed in Portland. Pre~~oted to atatf otticer at the Foreat Serrlce 
Suppl,- Depot 1n Ogden, Utah, January 1917. Returned to Portland u Regional 
Fiacal Agent of the D1Tiaion or Fiacal Accounts, August 1920. 
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Eugene, Or e go n 
Date of Issue 
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Stationed at 

Eugene, Oregon 

Ex-Forest . 
Service Chief 
Dies at 72 

PORTLAND !A'I-A heart ail­
ment claimed the life last Fri­

' day of Lyle Watts, 72, former 
I chief of the U.S. Forest Service. 

Watts, who began his long ca­
reer in the Forest Service as a 
forest assistant in Wyoming in 
1913, served as chief of the ser­
vice from 1943 ·to 1952. 

He became forester for the 
North Central Region in 1933, 
was transferred to chief of the 
North Pacific region in l939 
and held that position until be· 
ing appointed national chief. 

Watts, served as technical ad­
visor to the U.S. Delegation to 
the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization at several sessions 
from 1945 to 1951. 

He took part in 1949 in the 
U.N. conference on conservation 
and utilization of resources at 
Lake Success, N.Y. · 

He received the Department 
of Agriculture's Distinguished 
Service Medal and the French 
Government's Croix du Cheva­
lier de la Merite Agricole. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Nell; a daughter, June, Dallas, 
Ore., · a son Gordon, with· tbe 
Forest Service in Washington, 
D.C.; a sister, Mrs. Gladys O'­
Neil, Bellir1gham Wash.; and a 
brother, t,!cil, crcar Lake, Iowa. 
- ~----------
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Ex-Chief 
Forester I 
Rites Held 

Lyle Watts, 72, chief of the 
U.S. Forest Service from 1943 
to 1962, died of a heart ail­
ment in a hospital Saturday. 

Watts began his long For­
est Service career in 1913 as a 
forest assistant in Wyoming. 
He became forester for the 
North Central Region in 1936 
and was transferred to chief 
of the North Pacific Region in 
1939, holding that position un­
til he received the national ap­
pointment. 

He once took leave in 1928 
to organize ;md serve as de~ 
of Utah State College's School 
of F orestry. 

Watts was a member of the 
technical committee on fores­
try and p r i m a r y forest 
products of the United Nations 
Interim Commission on Food 
and Agriculture in 1944 -and 
1945. He was technical. advisor 
to the U. S. delegate to the 
u.~N. Food and Agriculture Or­
ganization at several se&sions 
from 1945 to 1951 .. 

In 1949 Watts took. part in the 
T.!· N. conference on conserva­
tion and Utilization of Resourc­
es at Lake Success, N.Y. 

Among honors he received 
was ,the D_ep~~ent of Agricul­
ture s d1stmgwshed service 
medal and the French govern­
ment's Croix De Chevalier De 
La Merite Agricole. 

Survivors include the widow 
Nell; a daughter, June, !Dallas: 
O~e.; a son, Gordon, who is 
With the Forest Ser.vice in 
Washington, D. C.; a sister, 
Mrs. Gladys O'Neil, Belling­
ham, Wash.; and a brother 
Cecil, Clear Lake, Iowa. ' 

Funeral ~oervices were held 
Monday. -

USDA-FOREST SE~,.,.,.cE..__ 

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING SUP 
=~~~ 
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Conservation Leader 
Oregon owes a specific debt to Lyle 

F . . Watts, one of the nation's great for­
esters and conservationists, in addi­
tion to his guardianship _of the national 
forests. s. 

As chairman of ttfe Legislature's In­
terim Committee on Water Re,sources, 
the retired chief forester of the United 
States headed up the cooperative ef­
fort of conservationists and water us­
ers which resulted in the adoption of 
the best water act among .the .states. 
The Oregon law, recognizin~ the mul­
~iple beneficial uses of water, provid­
Ing for b~sin studies, and ~stablishing 
the machmery for assignment of wa­
ter rights in the public interest was 
the legislative follow-up of the studies 
made by Mr. Watts' committee. · 

As regional and national forester, 
Mr. Watts contributed significantly to 
!he nati?'lal welfare. As .an Oregon cit­
IZen, · his efforts contributed to ad­
vanced laws governing the conserva­
tion and wise use of Oregon's greatest 
resource, watelh- ~ death, at 71, 
closed a long and valuable ca~r. 
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UTILIZATION - THE KEYSTONE OF INTENSIVE FUREST MANAGEl\,3"E NT 

(Address by Lyle · F~ Watts 1 Cb.ief, U. S •· · Ft"rest Ser.vice, at annual meeting . 
of Forest Products Research Society, Milwaukee 1 Wisconsin, June 231 1952 ,) 

There was a time when a:ll th~ . timbe.r marker: needed for tools were a blazing 
ax, a bed-roll} a11d a good pair of legs'. · Thos~ days have long sinoe passen. 

, Th~ tovls of timber management today are ~omp-lex kits of imple~n ts and plan.s 1 

wluch al"e i nfinitely variable according to the objectives of management and 
the .:; haracter of the forest. This. is bu~ anC?ther way of saying that intensive 
management of forest properties ~s . aT.riving in the United States. It is my 
pur·pose today tr"l explore with you some of ' the reasons ·why it· is here · and some 
of the direction s in which I think it ·is goin·g. 

The principal tools 0f ·the fore~.t ~n~ger are still the ax· and the saw, in the 
sense that selection for. the ha ·t:"vest .is the best means available ·t o insure 
satisfa ct ory sub~equcn r. har •e? ts. ~nq . realization of optimum yield of good wood. 
That this is an ovar·-s 5:mf.,Hf:i.cat i.on ·is perfectly clear, but again it is but a 
way of sayin g that the harvest dictates all that c omes after. The harvest in 
turn is cc-ntrolled by a host of econ omic factors that reflect yarding O·osts., 
transportation costs, end so r·n., If those costs are too high i n relation t c 
the use of the product /I ·it· cannot be ha)_--,~s·t~d. 1!' there is a satisfaatory 
margin the product wil l come out of the wpod~ . · So although we spea~ in g~ner$l 
terms of intensi-ve manage.ment, . we may have to become specific when we . talk qf · 

a particular · looality 1 · or a pa.rticul.a'r .f,'orest . region·, or kind of tree • . . . . . . 
The dominant faotor, howe.ver·• in all ;natters controlling· the harvest .:will be 
the marke t for the finished product. .This iS . the part.icular aspect that I want 
tf) explore niore thoroughly w:ith you,. because it is in· the··harvestin g of wocd tor 
new and better fields of usef~lne~s. tlia.t ... ut'ilization r'esearoh comes to ·bear on -
the total mahagement problem. · 

Before we go into ·that I want to . point o~t t~at a lot of influence on manage­
ment policies has been. exerte~ by matters entirely outside the fi~ld of forestry 
or utilization r esearch. · Forest ~agem~nt ' is · affected ·by· the ·whole ~dustrial 
development. I need but point out the revo.l"utlon oaused in" our whole oonoept 
of accessibility by the advent of the tractor and truck in logging. Also~ ,the 
development of light portable. powe.r ~~ws has ~orked a veri table revolution in · 
wood practices. Such things have .ma.de· .it , pos~ible to spread good· ·tlllinageJOOnt 
over thousands of square miles .f:'.o~mer~y ~hought outsl·de :the. bounds of comner-
oial forestry. . r 

Likewise, the field of fq~est p~od~o~s utilization ' has · felt ·the impaot. cf ~he 
ove r-all rapid development of new industries arid new produ·ct.s in fields remote 
fr om forest products. For example, although 'the discovery 25 or 3.0 years ago 
of the synthetic resins at f~r~t had ~othing to do with forest produots, soon 
some of them·· were · found to ·be . exQaile~t mater.ials for bonding WO'Od.- As a re­
sult v.:e now have the whole ext~rior p.lywo"od .industry·, the laminating· in~ustry, 
and a· l'ong · series of prod~.tcts bon_ded into . ~rtificial boards or.-whatzlot . by use. 
of artificial resins. 

(Over) 
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fhe history of forest products utilization research in this country oan be 
roughly divided into -three periods. In the. early days, beginning about the 
turn of the century, the motivating influence primarily was one of encouraging 
efficient and wise use of wood in order to oonserve our forests. In those 
days, research in wood utilization was being written on pages that were prao• 
tically blank• We knew little or nothing of the basic properties of our native 
~rican w~ods as engineering materials. 

This period of accumulating basic information continued up in'to the depression 
yeara. Then it became a major problem to promote and encourage the use of wood 
in order to insure better forest management. It was quite -clear that only 
through utilization of the forest orop c·ould we move in the direction of good 
forestry. 

World War II gave tremendous impetus to wood use. We are no longer fearful 
of loss of markets for the products of the forest. Expanding technology and 
mnre and more new uses give us confidence that we shall be able to use the 
wood ·We grow 11 wisely and well. 

The · third and current phase of utilization resea·rch may be said to oombine 
the elements of the first two phases. We study the efficient use of wood in 
order to conserve materials, manpower, and wealth. Jnd w~ study the wise and 
'efficient use of wood also from the point of view of promoting efficient and 
more intensive management of the forest. 

The harvesting of the virgin forest over most of the United States was a pretty 
haphazard job. A host of. silvicultural problems were oreated that do not lend 
themselves well to solution except through the use of the· harvesting tools. 
Another group of problems, .broadly speaking, lies in the field of intelligent 
htirve·sting of our remaining. ola-growth foresta· where we still have an opportu• 
nity to harvest intelligently and with due regard for the lessor s of the past • 
For example, in the remaining stands of old-growth Douglas-fir we know the 
nat·ur·e of the problem created by many billions of feet of trees infeoted with 
Fomes 21n1. We know that regenerati~n will be greatly forwarded ~Y. the 
harvesting of those trees and that a thriftier, more p~oductive forest will 
follow. · 

We are thoroughly ·aware of the importance of develop~g utilization for 
decadent l•dgepole and Engelmann spruce stands in untapped Rocky. Mountain 

' territories before we can look forward to having ourr~nt growth and future 
yields from those lands. · 

·we know the na.ture of the extensive culled-over hardwo.od lands in the central 
hardwood- belt and we realize clearly. that we shall ~ever be abl~ to have a 
satisfactory forest · in that territory unt_il we can p,rovide_ sat.iBf!lctory· 
utilizatioh of the oulled stands • . . There will be difficultie_s in managing the 

· delta hardwood ·and upland hardwood . stands of the South and Sou~heast unless 
an'd until ·satisfactory and profitable markets oan be provided for the species 
in those stands• · 

The hardwood problem extends in to the Lake States 11 New 'England, the nifddle 
Atlantic states, and the Appalachians. Lnder-utilization characterizes most 
of our harawood•producing territory, and until a proper balance can be struok 

- -'--,, __ .._~ ....... - T "'""nnRA. to over-out conifers and under-out hardwo'd• 
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The problems pnae~ by residual et~nds . ~low-grade eull hardwoods, or extensive 
aooumulations of s~·oalled inferior species, oover a lot of. territory and will 
be with us quite a while. The're is'no que~tion but that .these stand·s oould be 
restored to produotivity if we had unlimited money and manpower to do the 
indicated silvioultural jobs of conversion and reola~tion. But :I . do not 
foresee that they will be treated that way. I think rather they .will gradu­
ally be converted to productivity through utilization of the old ov?r-story. 

Go od .ll'.a.nagement of second-growth 11-tands in many oases requires progressive · 
thinnings and seleotion outtings. · In some oases, espeoi~lly in southern pine, 
very good progress has been made in utilizing intermediat~ cuttings for pulp, 
using this technique to promote. efficient and rapid gro~th of saw timber. of 
reasonably good quality. We have not yet reaohed the ·stage, however, where 
the most efficien t thinning practices can be employed, .simply beoause we have 
not yet reached the stage where :the rr.aterial remove'd in . early thiQnin:gs has 
market value. There may co~e . a time when management· will· be so advanced .that 
men will invest in early thinnings . with a certainty of_ s~tisfaotory reoo.ver'y: 
due to increased growth rates., but c ommercial p'raotice ' ha.s_not yet gone that 
far in very many instances. We need for.:· almost ai'l · t~.'mber type~ more ·broad 
by adaptable utilization prqce~ses that can · take wood w~ll below pole siie 
and utilize it at a profit. 

I want to refer briefly also to the growing importance of prun.i:n:g. Prunin·g 
has been demonstra~ed to be pr.of'itable· in many types where the o'b.jective · is 
production of olear wood. It is not like1y that it will ever be applioa'ble · 
to all speoies. For a long time it may be limited to a few species that are · 
well adapted to producticn of good quality v~neer an.d lumber; . but in . sotne of 
those oases researoh has already proved ·that the pr ocess oan be made to · pay 
large returns. 

Summing up, we might say tha~ our major problems in TIW:lna ge~';'n:t &·res . . ~ 
.. · '· 

1. Harvesting of defective virgin or old-growth stand's 

2. 

3. 

Removal of defeoti~e oull and old over~story of both good and 
poor oommeroial (Speoies, .espeo.ially in 'hardwoods 

. . . . 
Utilization of har.dwoods -in mixed· ro·res.ts whe.re ~~r:-o~.tting 
of oonifers t :ends ·toward an increasing percentage. of hardwood -· 

.. . , • . 
4. Thinning · and intermediate cuttings inthe management of · seoond ... : ,. · · 

growth stan~s 

5. Pruning by vario1,1s methods and in vari'ous s_eecies. where . a . 
. market 'has 'oreated o'r will oreate value's fol' clear wood that 

• ! .• 

will return ·adequatE! profits: to the operation. 

Now let us look ·brl.efli 'at' ~orne or_'. the .trends · and· devel'opm~n.ts in utiliza­
tion research ' that haye already oon·tributed tewa·r~ the · solution .Pf management 
problems, and ' then analyze, i~ we o~n, · how they may be expected to contribute 
further in the future. · 

'·. 
·; . · .. 
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Utilization · research, gene·ra.lly, can be divided in· to three major partsc 

1, Work on wood that will be used in its natural form 

2. Modified wood, that is ;~tood to whioh something has been added 
in order to enhance its usEfulness 

3. Chemical and tiber products in which wood has lost its original 
torm. 

Oonsider the first division -· wood as wood -- and the things that have 
taken plaoe that have a direct bearing on management policies. ·Jn 40 years 
we have bu'ilt up a vast amount of kno'V"ledge of the fundamental strength 
properties of our species, and we have ·thus made possible the use of our 
woods as e'ngineering materials, 

I mentioned earlier the influneoe of the development of synthetic ·resins 
on the ·laminating and pl~vood industries. There have been some rather 
dramatic developments in the last two decades. I t has been only about 20 
years since a laminated-arch building -- one of the first examples of this 
type of construction -- was erected at the Forest Pr~ducts Laboratory. It 
is still in use and the laminated arches are s till sound. Incidentally, 
that building was covered with some of the earliest exterior grade plywo·od 
ever manufactured. We were rank amateurs in lamination of large members · 
in those eays, but the technique has developed with giant strides. The·re · 
seems 'to be no limit now to our ability wi th edge gluing, scarf. join tin g. .· 
and lamination to build members of almost any size and tailored to almost 
any Shape. 

Now, clearly, thisopens the way to wide employment of wood from trees much 
smaller than what we were accustomed to deal with in the virgin timber. "lfe 
no longer need to aim at the growth of huge old trees for a lot of uses 
that once required them. As a matter of fact, we have muoh more flexibility 
with the laminating technique than we ever had when we had to saw straight 
timbers from very large trees. 

It must not be thought that the technique of lamination throws open the 
field of utilization to indiscriminate use of oommon grades and oull lumber 
-- that is not the case. Fo~ a lot of purposes lamination requires a pretty 
high grade of wood, and I believe that in the future this particular point 
will increase the importance of pruning in some species for the product·ion 
of~ear lumber. Yet theP~ is a place in some heavy lamination f or the 
inclusion of knotty material in the inner parts of the members. But let 
me repeat, the premium prioe will still be paid, I believe, for clear lumber, 

I have referred already to the development of the exterior ·plywood industry. 
The most dramatie recent development to my knowledge is the return of wood 
to the box-oar· field, from which it looked as if 1 t were going to be complete­
ly eliminated a · few years ago. The so-oalled ~nioel box-oar is an ·all-wood · 
oar, with the exception of the chassis. I ·am i nfonmed that the same prin• · 
oiples of stressed covered panel construction and lamination are also· being: 
applied to highway trailers, The field of usefulness of this type of 
construction would seem to be quite broad. 
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There · also seems tp pe a continually increasin g field of usefulness for ply­
wood in. general., because it is a thoroughly satisfactory material. Now this 
poin ts · up · the neoessity for forest management to look toward the production 
of .v.eneer logs. · I do n.ot bel.ie.ve. anybody. thinks that they will he. ve to be 
of th~ gigaritio diameters. that· are .' being ·au·t 'in the Northwest t.o.day. As a 
matter of faot, techniques for the cuttirig of veneers frNn se<iond-growth 
Do.uglas-·fir are. a.lre!ldY in use. NC"n e of it is coming from pruned Douglas-fir, 
but it can and .probab~y will in the future. These developments, in rrry mind, 
point to ·a n·eed to plan for the production of a certain proportion of clear 
wood , and I do o qt ,- believe .our ma.nagem~n·t polici~s oan ever lose sight of that · 
fact. 

In the .harve·sting of defective old~growth, research has come up with some 
inter~sting ·developments in 'utilizj,ng so-call~d "white-pooket" Douglas-fir. 
'Nhi te-poo'ket· con.s ti tutes a ~remendous obstacle to management in parts of the 
Northwest and 'Oalif~rnia. It : has been found, however, that certain grades of 
this material o'an .,be s~tisfaotorily used' where the stresses are not too high, 
and some of· it . is alr~ady movil';lg in trl;lde ·channels. Likewise, .. the cutting of 
veneer for certain utility grades of plywood ha.s been thoroughly demonstrated 
and is already, in a small way, an 'ac'complished oo~ercial faot. It is not 
likely that the.se uses will satisfactorily absorb the very large volumes of ·· 
white_-pooket material found in he.rv~~ting old-growth fir i n southern Oregon:;· 
for example, but research is open in .~ other avenues. 

·ae are always .alert . to opportunitie~ f or furthe r utilization of hardwo'od· 
dimens i ori" stock, by which I mean the small, sound, pieces out from be·twee·n the 
kn ots anddeoayed. areas in trees f r om defective hardwood stands. .Again· , I · do 
not anticipate that 't h.is field, .or. any other field oonoerned only with' the·. 
use of wood as. w('lod, will solve ali ,the problems arising from defeotiw hard-
woods, but ' it will help~· · 

In the fiel d of modified wood we t hink i n terms of add ing to wood materials 
that modify its properties for higher usefulne ss. For example, we have learned 
t o stabilize wood , d.imensionally against the c ome and go of .moisture c ontent; 
but it costs too much ~y the proo.esses · i:lo· f.ar d~veloped, except for · speo~al 
uses where the .cost . <'an be ·borne. There i 's par.htlps nothing that would give 
greater satisfaction to the wo od user than a cheaper method of' doing· 'this job. 
I am op~imistio that it can be a coomplished .and we are directing our attempts 
through che:nnel.s of .tund'ament.al . investigation . t o so1ve the · problem. . 

Similarly, 
t o rece ive 
customer's. 

· .. '• 
. . 

th~ · ~earo'h ' for ohe~p . _and effective fireproofing tr.eatments ~ontinues 
attention. .Both. pf ~hese t asks are of importance i n ~ss uring the 
cont'inued satisfaotfon with wood. and con tinued markets f or lumber. 

... ,, ~~ . . .. . 
' . ' .. . , . . 

There is yet an other fi'eld · ·- that of' preservation ·-- in which t'he r e is re­
newed ao.tivity• .. : It has beoome c lear that there is a ~very ~arge 'general field 
f or wood preseryed · against decay and insect attack by sufficien t l y eoonomioe.l 
methods. That .f iel d .. tran-scends in volume: the oomparati vely iimi ted use of 
preserved· wood , to whioh we . have· been aooustomed :in the pas~-- that is, for 
orossties·.,. P.iiing, ::t>ridge· tim9er s, niine timb~rs .~ ·ar;id the like. The chemical 
industry· continues to oome up with new rea.terials · that offe r promise as 
cheap preservB;t.~ves. - · ·: 

-5-. 

. .. · 
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In all problems of management, whet-her dealin·g with ·old-growth .. young grcwth; 
hardwoods or. conifers,·. it has become apparent in recent years that ma.jor 
contributions can be expected in utiliz-ation de.velopments based upon fiber. 
T~ere was a time not too long ago when the three major pulping processes were 
quite critical of the species and qualities of wood- used. The sulfite process 
was practically confined to spruce, the ·true firs, and hemlocks. The kraft 
process, or sulfate, was more adaptable, and could take in practically all the 
cQnifers, and in recent years has been applied to many hardwoods. The ground­
wood process was restricted to those species giving pulps of ·adequate strength 
cha.racteris tics and bleaohabili ty; .or light color to begin with. 

Many years ago the Forest Products Laboratory recognized the approaching pro­
blem of inadequacy of our pulp species to meet rapidly expanding pulp and · 
paper · requirements and -star.ted a program to expand the pulpwood base. This · 
program has been eminently successful. I shall not relate all the accomplish­
ments in that field; they are familiar to most of you. The rapid inar~ase 
in pulp and paper requirements in the last 20 ·years has made i mperatiVe the 
rapid implementation of the new processes, applicable to a broad range of 
species, developed by that program. 

, I 

In ·reoent years~ great deal of attention has been given to increasing the 
y~eld 0f pulps by the so-called semiehemioal processes; These processes· have 
been applied to a great reaey hardwoods and softwoods with unif·ormly· success­
ful results when proper variables have been introduced to take care of the 
varying properties of the woods. It oan be stated now t hat about any species 
available in sufficient quantity oan be made into a commercially useful pulp · 
prpduct. This does not imply that all of them will be·, nQr that the economics 
of various situations will lend themselves to the immediate establishment of 
pulp facilities. I only mean to say that as far as the technical base is 
concerned it looks as if we could make pulp out of almost anything and do a 
good job of it. 

. ' 
A·major part of the requirements in these semichemical and high-strength kraft 
pulps has arisen· in the packaging field; witness the ·very rapid gr ow:tn· of· the· 
corrugated-board and paper-board industry. About 20 years ago the Forest 
Products Laboratory began a ·research program on the fundamentals of the manu­
facture of corrugated ·boards. - That program has paid rich dividend-s, not only 
in a tremendous increase ·in use f or packaging of civilian goods. but in rapid­
ly expand in.g programs in .the packagin g of military goods. · As you are well 
aware, these fiber products have displaced a large amount of lumber in the 
packaging field. I cannot regard this as · anything ·but a major ga in .for 
forestry, for the simp-le re·ason that ·the· k inds and qualities. of wood ·going 
into these fiber products are much less restricted than was the case 'with 
lumber for packaging. In other words, vre get ILUOh broader forest utilization. 

In recent years, also,- 'v.e have stressed developments in the· so-called ·synthetic­
board field. The softboards ·and the ha rd boards have made very heavy in r oads 
into the gener:al field of wood consumption. 'fhile ·it i:s true that no arti-· 
fioial wood fiber-boa:rd has ye.t been produced that has the oriented strength 
properties of wo.od ,. nevertheless· for a lot of uses· the tiber.boards s.erve well. 
As yet, . few if any pf them can be prescribed .f~r general exterior· use, because 
dimensional stability and ability to maintain their structure. 'through long 
exposure have not yet been developed, except by rather costly resin impreg­
nation. ~ork now in progress at the Laboratory, however, gives pr omise of the 

-6-
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development of processes for stabilization of fiber products eoon omically. 
That would be an end greatly to be desired, because again fiberboards can 
take a very wide variety of qualities and species. For example, even the 
old-growth, white-pooket Douglas-f ir makes satisfactory kraft pulp and 
satisfactory f'iberboard, and this sort of industry could use the wood waste 
now developed in a wide range of forestry operations. 

Now I come to one of the newest and most interesting fields in which re­
search is operat \n g -- the field of sandwich construction. One of the most 
i mportant applications of this t ype of construction is in the field of hous­
ing. ~e have at the Laboratory a small test unit built of vari ous kinds of 
panels developed on the sandwich construction principle. I hope you will 
all s ee it while you are here. This work is all still in a highly experi­
mental stage, but it could well bring about another revolution in housing. 
And it will give us a field of usefulness f or fiber products that will, 
again, enable us to harvest very judiciously and wisely in our woodlands. 

I must not close this discussion without brief reference to the possibilities 
in wood sugar. I am certain that if our country were not blessed with such 
a wealth of' agricultural resources, the wood-sugar industry would have long 
since become of major importance. I am also convinced that the development 
of basic knowledge in the conversion of wood to molasses for stook feed and 
as a base for fermentation industries and the growth of protein foods is 
important in shaping our present program of national defense, and that it 
will be important in a program of ample feed and food supply for a not too 
distant future. Suffice it to say that ve are continuing our exploration 
of the possibilities in this field. Technically we are in good shape. The 
economics of the processes involved are still unknown. 

May I close with this observation. Wood becomes more valuable as our great 
industrial plant expands and our population increases. Wood helped tremendous­
ly in the building of this coun t ry, and in the implementation of our industrial 
plant, and it has now assumed major importance as an industrial raw material. 
No other country in the world is so well equ ipped to use wood well as is the 
United States; no other country could benefit more from forest products. 
Wise utilization coupled with wise land use and good forest management oan 
give amazing wealth to our people from our forests. 

-1-



No. 57 July 2, 1952 

The Service B.ids Farewell to Lyle Watts as Chief 

Mr. Watts said that in retiring at this time, he is simply following out what he 
called his ten-year plan. In fact he is going out a little ahead of the time he 
set 10 years ago, but for many reasons it seemed best to him to retire as of 
June 30 instead of later in the year. He said he had had a "swell" time for the 
last 9~ years, but that no one ·knows the bur~en of th~ Chief's job as he does. 

One of his piggest jobs as Chief, Mr. Watts stated, has been in re~taffing the 
ForLJst Service at the top level. For .instance, out of our 10 Regional Foresters 
8 were selected by him with the assistance of his Staff, all except 4 of our 
Directors were. selected by him, all of the Assis~ant Chiefs except 1 and nearly· 
all of t he Division Chiefs in the Washington Office are new. He said we have 
leadership now that is better trained, better schooled in the philosophy of the 
Forest Service, t han at any time in its history. This fact made it easy for him 
to decide to retire; he k.l'lows that no one could get a better grol,lp of men to 
carry on the leadership of the Service than we now have. . . 
Mr. Vlatts reviewed the .progress made in various phases of .our work and critically 
compar.e.d it V(ith what he believes should be our ultimate goals. "If I say things 
critical," he pointed out, "I am criticizing myself because if e.nyone had the 
authority to change anything I have had it." 

Mr. ffatts closed by saying, "You have a· big job to do, you have the best organiza­
tion under the sun to do it with, and I am perfectly confident that the Forest 
Service will make more progress in the next ten years than it has made in any 10 
years of.its history so . far." · 

Mr. i'JicArdle said he doubted if any Chief of the Fores.t Service had ever taken 
office under more ·favorable conditions. "He said.he was deeply and humbly 
appreciative of t he many letters and words of encouragement and assurance he has 
r eceived during the past two weeks, for he felt they a,lso expressed confidence in 
the For est Service. 

Mr. McArdle pl~dged .his firm 'Support of the Service and the principles for which 
it stands. He . sees no need for ·any irrun~ciiate. radica"l' change. in present policies 
or programs -- as a matter of fact he helped make some· of them -- but, he said, 
these are changing times and we will have to be prepared to change with them. 
One of the first things he is going to do is to eet better acquainted with 
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national forests and espe.cially with Forest Se1·vice . peop~e . -- an?:. · he::~pl~: : t?n 
getting out into the field as soon as Congress adjourns~ ' ·:·: · !/ ·'· i ; · 

. . " . : :. : (. 

Mr. McArdle said he believes one of Lyle's biggest achievements is .' tn'e· ~ t'e.~work 
he has developed iu the Forest Service -- not only here in the Washington· Office 
but also in the Regional Offices and Experiment Stations and between Washington 
and the field. He believes this is the 1-::ey to our success in the future. 

The Chief's job, Mr. McArdle said, is now too big for any one person to handl~ • 
alone; Forest Service success will depend upon the efforts of all of us. He 
asked that we jointly and mutually rededicate ourselves to tha principles for 
which the Fore st Service stands. Ee said that only as a hard-hitting.; vigorous,. 
and progressive team will we be a ble to attain those objectives. · · · 

- - - ... -
At a meeting in the Jefferson Auditorium on the afternoon of June 27, under 
sponsorship of the Social Committee, the rest of the Forest Service family 
expressed to Mr. Watts the high ree;ard and deep affe-etion they have for him. 
Gifts from the Regions, Experiment Stations, and ·Laboratory were presented by 
the Regional Forester s and Directors and from the Washingtcm Office by ·Miss 
Dqris Bolian of Operation, Chairman of the Clerical St aff. This meeting was 
cond\lcted in a. light vein, as. requested by Mr. vratts. Assistant Chief Loveridge 
acted as Master of Ceremonies. Present ation speeches were short and consisted 
prinoipe,Hy o:f ' stories a bout Mr. r·vatts - his prowess as a fisherman. etc. In 
his response.~ ·. :Nlr . Watts t old of' .. s ome of t he oroblems he was faced with as a 
young .fore:;~.t -bffi~~r and how he me t them, th~ idea being (facetiously) to give 
the future ·fores.ters s ome -hints as to how to get ahead in the Service. F.ollowing 
the program, light. :refr-eshments were served by the Social Committee • 

.. .. t 

. . i· . . ... 

On Saturday evening, June 28, - ~ farewell dinner party was held at the Beltsville 
Re search Center for Mr. and ~.lrs. Watts. Some 200 members of the Washington 
Office, Alumni, Regional Foresters and .Directors, and friends, including 
Secretary and Mrs. Brannan, wet'e present • . Again, in accordance with N'll' . : Watts' 
wishes the program was kept on the "light side." ·: Future. Chief McArdle acted as 
Haste r of Ceremonies. 

The · party started with a chicken dinner, .W. :0. Division.Chi~fs acting as waiters. 
Following dinner, the assemblage was r egaled with , a : slide show, narrated .by 
Assistant Chief Crafts, depicting in rather exaggerated .. te~ms· : highlight.s in the 
life and achie vements of "retiree" Watts. A beautiful. ·scroll,··prepared by w. 
Ellis Graben of t he '!J . 0 . Divi sion of Engineering, was presented to Hr. Watts. 

: ; ' ~:. • f .: • • • 

Secretary Brannan paid tribute to Mr. Watts . for the fine · record·: of ·pub·lic .service 
he : has given over t he years and for the effect ive manner - in which he ·has ·broug}).t 
the For est Service into closer integrat ion with the other bureaus · in· the: Depart- ~ 

ment. He said he believes the Forest Service is probably the outstanding 
administrative agency of the Federal Government. He said this is not only 
because i t has teen in business a long time but because· it has had the fine 
leadership oi' men like Lyle Watts. The Secretary presented to i'Jr. Watts . a 
certificate appointing him Chief Forester Emeritus. 
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Mr. Watts expressed his appreciation for all the nice things that had been done 
for him on the eve of his departure, told some more personal experience stories, 
and closed by saying that while his work in the Service had been invaluable to 
him, perhaps more than anything he_ treasures the friends he and Mrs. Watts have 
made along the way. 

The party concluded with dancing. 

~- On June 24, Mr. Watts was also given a luncheon by a group of officials of the 
Department of the Interior, and on June 26 the Secretary of Agriculture's staff 
meeting was devoted ttainly to a farewell statement by 1a . Watts to associates in 
the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Watts' Farewell Message 

June 30, 1952 

TO THE PERSOI-:NEL OF THE PORES T SERVICE: 

It is with mixed feelings that I write this, my last official message. 
There is a feeling of relief that I can now pass on to another the too­
heavy burden of leadership in the wonderful work of the Forest Service. 
There is a feeling of deep regret that the time has come to sever the 
direct connection which I have enjoyed so much for nearly forty years. 
You see, the Forest Service gave to me and to Nell the wonderful 
opportunity we have had to serve the people of America. Whatever success 
we have had is due to the splendid ·organization and the traditions of 
public service of t he Forest Service. It seems like a l ong road t raveled 
swiftly from the Sevier National Forest in Utah in 1911 to the position 
of Chief, which I have held for nearly ten years. 

The position of Chief, as do all pos itions in the Forest Service, calls 
for youth, for vigorous physical stamina, and for unlimi ted mental 
energy. Ten years is a long time to provide that kind of dynamic leader­
ship. I am sure you all know that I am particul arly proud of the Service 
tradition for early retirement. As a r esult of that t radition we now 
have a young, aggressive, hard-hitt ing crew. Never has the average 
competence of our personnel been so high. That statement is made without 
de.tracting one iota f rom the amazing job we oldsters -- many now retired 
did in building one of the truly gr eat public-service organizat ions. 

I am also proud of our t r adition r egarding tenure on any one job and of 
the policy for transfer -- intra- and inter-regional. Carried out with 
a heart and with judgment, i t is good for our service to the public. 
It results in new challenges being offered to our employees all the time. 
It pays off in broad-gauge , well-qualified public servants. Under that 
policy Nell and I have made a host of friends in many places inside and 
outs.ide the Service. I have made my quota of those who are not so 
friendly, and I have never worried any about that. 
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So after · 38 year s in the Fores t Service , . near ly ten of which have been 
as Chief, I .am happy to abide with the tradition I have hel ped to build. 
Besides, Nell and I just qant to spend mor·e time with our s ix gra.11d-.- ' · ·· 
childr en ( J une 30, 1952, count ) , and I at l ong last r1ill catch up on 
some trout fishing. And. may I say that no tv1o .people ·ever had so fine · 
a career and so many fine f riends as l!<tve we. The career has not ended, 
nor has our ability to make f riends for the Forest Service . 

I know that there are some tough f ights ahead. You are · r eady for them. 
My onl y advice is: Never for get the basic philosophy on ''lhich the 
Forest ·service has grown great, "The ·greatest good of the gr eatest 
number· in the long run." '!'he gr eatest number of people ar e little 
people, anci t hey are the ones v:ho n~ed to be: r emembered. 

·. 

:.·_;: 

' "": 

, -. , -.... -· 
,----£. -' . . / 
....... ... ~ ·" ,,. 

•' 

Sincerel y , 

LYLE F. WATTS 

---

.. 
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MR . COCt1R.i:! R0:->!.:1 l 1_0 7 
THE Fa-tEST AND TlMBER SUPPLY SITUATION IN THE DEFT!l~SE Et<!ERGENCY :J 

I think I need not say anything to this group about the importance of 

forest products in the defense program, As you probably remember, the war pro-

duction planners started out in World ~ar II thinking about wood as a nice 

handy substitute for some of the critical war materials. Before the \1ar was 

over they were wondering where they could find substitutes for wood. That mis­

take must not be made in the pr esent emergency. Forest products are no~ classed~ 

among t he essential defense materials. 

followi~g World 1:,!ar II, the Forest Service made a r eappraisal of the 

forest situa t ion in the United States . The facts we brought together showed 

ver y defi nit el y that our total f or est r es ource is in unhealthy condition, that 

we are heading for a period of tighter suppl y of s ome forest products. In fact, 

we are already ex~eriencing shortages of certain kin3s of forest pr o0ucts, such 

as large-si ze , hign- gr ade lumber and t imber s and t he kinds of wood needed for 

some of t he specialt~· uses. Lumber prices have skyrocketed way beyond t he 

average ~rice index of other commodities , refl ecting in par t at least the fact 

that our supply of good quality , r eadily accessible merchant able standing timber 

i s getting scarcer. 

Our r eappra1sal i ndicated a total volume of standine saw timber of about 

16 hundr ed billion board feet, On the basis of earl i 3r estimates, which were 

not closely comparable, that would represent .a decrease of some 44 percent in 

36 year s . ?robabl y the actual decli ne in saw-timber volume was even gr ea t er. 

Some of this decrease was t o be expected, of course , as ol~ growth for ests were 

being r eplaced by second growth. 

1/ Stat ement byLyle -1;-·iatts~-Chief~~orest Service, u. s. Department of Agri­
culture , for the Agricultural 1-:obilizati on Policy Board . June 22 , 1951. · 
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Seventy-six percent of all our commarcial forest ar ea is east of the Great 

Plains. But all th i s area now contains only about as much saw timber as the 6 

percent of our COf1unercia l f orest l and in ~Vestern Oregon and · "'ashington, where 

most of the l as t stands of old-growt h timber r emain. 

We are no4 growing saw timber as f ast as we are using it. Our r eappraisal 

showed the total annual dru.in exceeding total annua l growth by 50 pc::r ccnt. That 

was on the basis of t he 1944-45 rates of drain and gr owth . L\1y guess would be 

that the excess of saw-timber drain over growth is a s gr eat today . In other 

words, we ar o eat ing heavily into our for.;st capital of qualit:; growing stock. 

On the other hand, ther e is a naar bal ance between dr ain (13.7 billion 

cubic f eet ) and growth (13.4 billion cubic f~ct) for all timber, including that 

l~ss than saw-timber size. However, 80 percent of the total drain is in saw 

timber, particularly t h<J better soft woo -·.s, wher eas much of t he growth is in 

smBll low-grade trees and inferior hardwoods. 

I have attempt ed t o give you this brief general picture of our over-all 

forclst r esource situation as a background for what I want to tell you about 

current activities. The point I want to emphasize is that we ar e up against a 

mighty tough proposition if we ar a to meet the forGst products needs of the 

pres~nt emergency without further seriously weakening our long-term forest r e­

source bas e . 

National t" orests 

One of the r esponsibilities of the ~orest Service is the protection and 

managGruent of tha National Forests . Thes e;· Hational For ests contain about 180 

million acr0s of gederal l and located all tho way from Alaska t o ?uerto Rico. 

Not including Alaska, they conta in some 73 million acrcls of so-called commercial 
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forest l and -- land tha t i s b8aring or is capable of growing m8rchantable 

timber. That is about 16 percent of all the couunercbl for est h .nd in the 

United States. But this 16 percent of the commercial forost a r ea now contains 

more than 30 percent of the Nation's total volume of standing saw timber. 

National forest timber is thus becoming more ~nd more important in meeting the 

country's needs for forest products. 

The yearly output of timber from tho N~tional Forests ha s been increased 

to about three times what it was 10 years agoo This year tho total cut will 

exceed 4 billion board f eet -- roughly 10 percent of the national total. The 

r eceipts to the Federal ·rreasury will be close to 50 million dollars. 

In each timber managem.; nt working circle in the National Forests, the 

yearly cutting budget looks to a permanent and conti nuing output of t imber --

to what we foresters ca ll a suste.incd yi el d. Production is not yet up to sus­

t ained yi eld capc-.city, however, on many of our National ?or es t s . In the eastern 

forests and .:1lso on many wester11 a r eas, timber growth still has to be brought 

back on ar 0as t hat w~re deforested in the past. As the growing stock is built 

up on these l ands, the yearly cut can gr adually be increased. In the western 

National f orests, t he big bottl~nack to i ncreas Gd timber cut is l ack of roads. 

Substantial ar eas of mature ~nd overmature tL~bor ar~ still inacccssibl~ and 

cannot be harvested until access roads ar c built. 

The Forest Service est ir.ut0s that construction of main-line log-haul roads 

to r each the l a rge st ands of national-forest timber now inaccessible would 

make possible an incre~se of about 2 billion b~ard f~et a y0ar over the current 

timb8r-cutting r at v. Tha t would be a 50 percent incro~se from the pr es ent 

cut of ar ound 4 billion f eet t o nt l east 6 billion f e:: -:Jt. :'/i:; in the t"orest 
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Service would like to move ahead with this access road progr am just as rapidly 

as possible , while the contractors and equipment and skilled workers for road 

construction work are avail able . Thoy may not be ava ilable l at er, as the de­

f ense progr am expands, or if total war comes. And t he deT111.nd for tha t addi­

tional timber will accel er at e with the increasing needs of the defense program. 

It will be vitally important in the event of all-out mobilization. 

Aside from the matter of n~tional def ense needs , building thes e access 

roads looks to us like a pr etty good business proposition. The 2 billion f eet 

a year increas~ in timber cut, a t pres ent prices, would bring an additional 20 

million dollars a year into the Federal Tr easur y -- enough t o cover the tota l 

cost of the access roads in just a f ew ye~rs, and continu0 as a sustained annual 

income ind0f initoly. 

Some r ecently constructed access roads already have bedn paying h~ndsome 

returns. In t he J-.;azperce National For est in Idaho, for example , 7 mil es of r e­

construction ::md surfacing brought in mor e t han a t hird of t he cost through timber 

sale r ev€nue in the first 12 months. In the Plum~s National Forest, California , 

7 miles of new access roads wer e compl~tad in October, 1947, at a cost of :~0,000. 

By Sept~_:mber 1, of the next year, ·140 , 000 worth of natiom.l f or est timber came 

out over that road. It much mor e than paid for itsel f in l~ss than a y3ar. 

For the long pull, even great er timber production can be obta ined from the 

Natiom.l for ests . It can be obt~incd with mor e int.:msiv-3 IDr'lnA.gGmcnt , including 

tighter control of fires and of insects and dis0a scs , close utilization to get 

a s much usable wood as possible from t he trees cut , and silvicultt~al treatment 

of young s t ands , such as thinning and weeding ~nd pruning, to speed growth and 

improve qualit:,r. Also, mor e th:m 3 million acres of good timb<3r-growing l and 
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in tho National I'orosts is now def or ested and n08ds planting to r estore it to 

productivity. 

Private Forest ~nds 

For t he bulk of our timbor supply, however, w~ must look to the privat ely­

owned forest lords . They comprise tho bulk -- about throe-fourths, in f act -­

ef our commercial forest ara~ , and gener ally they ar e th.::; b .-Jst and most accessi­

ble timber-growing l ands. (Chart I) . Her~ the problem is to build up a 

seriously deficient growing stock for tho long pull, while: we continuo to meet 

the current needs for forest products. That isn't going to be easy. Building 

up the growing stock would b~ rclativ~ly simple if ~~ wanted to, or could, get 

a long with a gr eatly r educed suppl y of forest products . But we can't do that 

least of all, in the pr as ont .;r.urgcncy. ~·J"hat we ar c. up against - what the 

situation calls for - is an expert job of 6ating our cake and having it too. 

On the ;..lver~g.::: , timb .::!r growth on privat e commercial f or est l ands is probably 

l ess than half of what th~ land could nnd should produce . Our r eappra isal 

showed tha t 64 percent of all cutting on privat e l~nds was still poor or destruc­

tive . Most of th~ r~st r a t ed only fair; only 8 percent wns up t o r eally good 

forestry standards . 

We find the highest percentage of good practice on l a rge innustrial hold­

ings. Many of t ho big lumb0r and pulp and pap0r com~ies are practicing good 

forestry. Compur cd with th~ 8 percent of good practice on a ll privat e forest 

l ands, the l arger holdings (5,000 acres and up) showed good or high order practice 

on nearly 30 percent of the oper ating acreage . In the case of many of these 

larger oper ators, much of tho l and on which th~y ar e now applying good forestry 

is cut- over l and, understockr:.d with second-growth. So even with the best of 
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practice , quite a number of them ar e short of timber now, and t his will continue 

until t heir 11tr:~e f arms 11 and oth~r l ands can grow new forests t o merchMt able 

size. 

Then too, the conunercial forest land in industria l and other medium to l arge 

holdings altogether amounts to only 84 million acres. But ther e a r e 261 million 

acres of commercial forest land in small holdings, divided among more than 4 

million owners. (Chart II ) . About half of t his l and in small holdings is in 

farms, and half in non-farm owner ships, h3ld by small-town merchants , bankers, 

doctors, l awyers, r 3al ~state men, speculators, and the like . A subst~ntial 

portion of our forest products supply comes from these for est l ands in small 

ownerships, f a rm and non-farm. And on these l ands mor~ thnn 70 ~rcent of a ll cut· 

ting is still poor or destructive . The 261 million acr es of privat e co~~ercial 

forest l and in small own(.)rships is the heart of our forest problem. (Chart III). 

As I see it, the pr es0nt situation calls for making every possibl0 effort 

to foster and encourage good forestry practice on private l ands, while we a r e 

centinuing insofar as possible to get timber from th.:: sc lands to meet essential 

domestic demand and the def ense program r equirements. Because of the declining 

trend of the r esource and the long-time nature of the emergency, time is of the 

essence. The Dep~rtment of Agriculture h.:.s r ecently r eaffirmed its opinion that 

some form of public control of cutting and other forest practices is necessary te 

keep l ands r easonably productiv0 and pr event forest deterioration. We should 

centinuc , and even intensify, whenever we can, other programs aimed at r a ising the 

gener a l l evel of forest management practice and building up our forest growing 

stock. About 75 million acres of good commercial timber-grm-1ing land, public and 

privat e , is now so poorly stocked or deforested that planting is necessary to 
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bring it back into production, Reforestation work should certainly go for ward 

as rapidly a s possible . 

Now, I want to describe briefly some of our current actjvities in the de­

f ense program. 

Emergency Fire Prot~ction 

Under a directive from the Feder al Civil Def ense Administra tion, the rorest 

Service and cooper ating agencies ar~ working on the pr eparation and assembly of 

compr ehensive pl ans for th3 prot ection of the Nationts forest and wild lands from 

possible fire attacks through enemy action. The Department of Interier and the 

Sta t e forestry departments of 43 States a r e cooperating in the prepar ation of 

the operation:.ll fire plans, which will cover all told more than a billion acres 

of f orest and r ange l and in continent~l United St at es and Alaska , c. A. Gustafson, 

Chief of Forest Fir e Control for th~ Forest Servic e , h~s been named chairman of 

a national committee to coordinat e the progr.~. Other members of the committee 

ar c Joseph Kaylor of H~ryl~nd, r epr esenting the St at e Foresters' Associa tion; 

John F. Shanklin of the Bu:·eau of Lc.nd £-':anagement, Dc.)nrtment of IntGrior; and 

Howard J . Eberly, r epresenting the Fcder~l-State coop~rative for0st fire pr o­

t ection program, 

Wh~n organization is comp~cted, it is anticipated tha t we shall be able to 

mobilize quickly all pr0scntly ava i l able for~st fire fighting personnel and 

equipment in the event of an attack. Pl anning will also provide for additional 

personnel, equipment, and f acilit ating gear tha t might be r equired for emergency 

fire pr otection. 

The f orests of this country a r e highly vulnerabl~ t o sabotage or enemy 

atta ck. The Jap~l~se knew t hat , you r emember , when t hey made th ~ir long-distance 
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attack on th0 forests of the western Unitad 3t at es with incendiary balloons in 

1945. If it had bGen a little l~tGr in th~ s eason, that balloon barrage might 

have caused plenty of damage. Besides the direct d~ro..:1gc forGst fires do to 

timb~r, wat ersheds, and property-- and to hum~n life --they can disrupt 

communications and transportation, tie up leggin~ and othar industrial operations, 

and cause a big dr~in on tho tL~e of workers on tho f~rms and in the f actories -­

time tha t would be much better spent a t productive work. 

Probably most of you have never s eGn a r eally hot f orest fire . When one 

gets going strong, like tho fires that roar ed ~cross p~rts of southern ~hine 

three or four years ago, i t i s r eally a terribl0 thing. 

Def ense Production Activities 

With r espect to forest products, the President's Executive Order No. 10161 

delegat~d functions under the Def ense Production Act to the Secret ary of Commerce 

and to the Secret ary of Agriculture . Ther e wer G a lot of questions as to where 

the division of r esponsibilities between Commerce and Agriculture should be . 

Since forest industry is a highly integrat~d industry, we in Agriculture believed 

that any division of omcrg~ncy authority between Departments would l ead to compli­

c~tions. In the inter Gst of focusing def ense pm'lers and duti-. s in the def ense 

agencies, we f elt that the N~tional ?reduction Authority , which was s et up in the 

Commerce Departmsnt, should be the princip~l Governm0nt ~gcncy wi th which forest 

industry would deal on def -'lnso production nu ttcrs -- just as th e l1!ar Production 

Board wn.s t he principal agency during t-Torld ~·Jar II. We insisted however that the 

Forest Servic e be used in an adv±sory and fac i lit ating c~pccity, for those jobs 

which our widespre~d f i ald or ganizat i on ~ni our personnel tr~ined in f or estry 

and forest products wer e especially equipped to h~ndle . And by agr eement between 
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the De~1rtmonts of Commarce and Agriculture, th~t is th3 way it is working 

out. 

We expect NPA to ma~e full usc of the Forest Service for any special studies 

that r~y be needed to administer the a ction programs and overcome difficulties 

in the for~st products field. They h~ve been keeping us very busy. 

With r egard to applications f or accel erated t ax amortization and for 

Govermnent loJ.ns f or plant exp::msions, NPA r eceives t he applicat i ons :md makes 

th0 final recommendations t o Defense ?reduction Administration, tho certifying 

authority. But when for0st products a r e involvad , it ref~rs t he application 

t o the Forest Service for fi~ld inv~stigation and r eport. 

The Forest Service is pri~•rily concerned with the adequacy of timber suppl y 

in the t erritory tributar y to proposed pl:~.nt expansions . In the nggregate, the 

proposed expansions will runount to many millions of dolL, rs 'nd will r cpr8sent a 

potential new drcin on the country's timb~r r esources of consi der abl e proportions. 

Gener ally ~ r eport f~vornbly on a proposJd exp~nsion of pl~t f acilitids wher ever 

the tirnb~r supply is adequat e nnd there will not be an excessive concentration of 

inst~lled c~p~city in the ar~3. . But we do not want t o be a party to any plant 

exp~nsion that would di s rupt existing industry, or th3.t would j eopardize sound 

long-term dcvvlopm0nts bJ causing ovor-dr~in and dcpl~tion of the for~st resources , 

The For~st S0rvice is cclling upon its fiGl d offices to make th~ necess~ry 

investigations on th ..:; ground. This mu ms th:.t men alr•1-c>.dy f ::tmili:J.r with the 

locnl .·situ:1.tion :md vrith th3 for~st industries and t h-.: forest conditions in the 

a r ea will study tho l ocal timbar supply situ~tion in connection with tha proposal. 

Up to June 1, 3. tot2l of 165 applications from for~st products industries had 

been r ef 8rred by N?A to the r orast Service for r eview. Th0se included 157 
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applica~ions for ~ccolcrated t ax amortization and 8 for government production 

loans. Action had b0en compl~ted for 132 of th~SG applications and prompt action 

was exp0cted on th.:; r e!nainder. ~1ost of the applications wer r:; for a dditional ex-

pansions in the pulp and pepcr industry. Others wer e for LDcreased production 

in soft1-1ood plywood a ncl in luruber, and for wood treating phnts • 

A high proportion of the applications r ef erred to us contemplat e plant 

expans ions in ,the Souther n Stat es. In many forest ar ctl s the installed plant 

capacity is a lready much in excess of the gr owth r a t e of local timber; but there 

ar e a nur1lbcr of plt1ces in the South wher e exp:msion of pb.nt cap1.cit~r is 

possible ~nd desir1ble, especially wher e the expansion is ba sed on increased 

utilization of hard\ioods. 'The big development of the pulp :md paper industry 

in the South has made possible an incre~sed utilization of s~1ll-sized trees and 

hardwood sp~cies fonner ly unused, and t ha t mnkLs more i nt ensive forest man~ge-

ment possible . A nlli~ber of plant exp~nsions in the South and elsewher e also are 

based on the utilization of s~Mnill wast e . 

Research Projects 

The Forest Service has under way ~ surv..;y of the equipment, supplies, and 

rrillnpowcr nt:eds of the priinary f or est products industries. Personnel is a ssigned 

to this work from our r egula r r~se~rch qctivities. The wood-using pl~ts and 

loggers have been vor y coop0r~tivc in providing the ne0ded information. Reports 

have been complet ed for NPA, DPA, : nd OPS on vArious ?roblems, including the 

pulpwood situation in tho northern r egi ons , and the gener .:tl long-rtm timber 

supply and r equirements situati on in th0 United Stat es. Also we h•ve complet ed 

r eports coverL~g the log supply situation for th e softwood plywood industries on 

the lfest Coast ::md the h~rdwood veneer and plywood industries in the ~~<e Stat es 

and the .~ortheast. 
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Plans h'lVv bccn n::..de for :. survr~y of the timb-:.r l ami m.ting industr~r , to 

det ermin<:; ex i sting l amim.t ing f o..c1liti0s, potenthlitic s for cx p-:msion of the 

industry, and r equirements for sp~cific cquipm~nt ~nd suppli~s to meet pro­

s pective r equirements for l aminated products, es }..ecio..ll y for the wooden ship 

building pr ogr am. 

A s urvvy of the chestnut t annin extract industry wa s :m.de t o appra ise the 

supply situation f or chvstnut extract wood and wood procurement problen~. 

Studi es h~ve been ~de on thd supply and avo..ilability of fore i gn for est products, 

including cork and rn?.hogany. 

Our Forost P.roducts L:tbor:tt ory a t t:C.dison, 1Visconsin, is nnking a number of 

r es earch studies f or t he militarJ ~gcnci~s. Special investiga tions on the de­

sign and t esting of conta iners a r e being rr~de for the Chi ef of Ordna nce, Depart­

ment of the Army. The Labor at ory is a l so conducting special instruction course s 

in pJcknging t echnique s f or mGobers of the a n ned forc e s and r epr esentatives of 

def ense industries. 

The LD.boratory' s work on contain.;rs and packaging \<la s one of its big contri­

butions during World tlar II . l mprove:nunts in shipping containers rmd packaging 

t echniques not only gr .Jatly r educed d.:tr.age t o w~~r ;;'.:l t cr ial in transit , but r e ­

sulted in saving a t l oJ.st 10 percent in lW:lber r equirm11ent s and 20 percent in 

shipping-space r equire:1ents . In other words, th~.;y nnde it possible for 4 sh ips 

to c arry o..s much w:J.r mat eria l as 5 ships carried bef or e . 

The Luboratory also i s doing r esearch on the so-called wood sandwiche s for 

the Air Force . \'food sandwiches cons ist of hi gh-strength ven~er surfa ces glued 

or C dr.~onted to light-w...:: ight cor c::s, thar oby providing a strong, stiff, but light­

we ight mat er ial which has b..:: .~n used in the mn.nufacturc of ::drcr .:1ft and certa in 
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typ~s of boat s . SJ ndwich construction ~y h~v~ other possibilities, t oo -- for 

instance f or pan0ls for pre-fabri c :1.t ed houses. 

The For.:;st Servic e is :Mking o. compr ehens i ve st11dy for the Array Engineers 

Cor ps , t o :mc.lyze milito.ry r equirements ?..nd procurc!uent of timber products 

during v:orld i'!ar II. For the Corps of Engineers the For est Products Labor atory 

is conpl cting a study of the current lu.-:1ber pr ocurem::mt, handling, storage and 

utilization practic~ s of the milit~ry depots and othar f ac i lities. ~e ar e also 

parti cip£J.t ing in tht.. Task Group C Air Trans J:lort Hobilization Survey, concerning 

priority guides for the non- militJ.r y uses of our craft. In the mapping field, 

mora thn.n 50 percent of the nnn:,>owl3r of the Forest Servic e Phot ogranunetric Unit 

are on special wor k for the Navy Hydrogr3phic Office , prc~•ring w4ps f or defense 

purpos -es. 

Now, t o go back for a mo~ant to the forest situation gcner~lly, as I ~ttempted 

to outlin~ it at th~ beginning . The way it l ooks now, we 3r e going t o be in a 

semi-war e conomy for a s f ar <lh ead as we can see . That means we should give 

attention not only t o the i.J~unediat -3 def Emse r equirements, but t o the l ong-term 

f actors that m:J.ke f or the permanent strength of our economy. 

In t he pr esent ;u.~bilization ef f ort, we shall want t o meet our t imb ::Jr - products 

r equireiJlents • s f ar as possiole with good cuttin~ pr-:.ct icc , 'l.nd with full r egard 

t o the long-ten~ intcr 8sts of industri~s and communiticls . Beyond th~t, th~re is 

need t o strengthen our over-all f or ost r esource situation. Our prospective semi-

I war eccnomy will probably m~an a l ong-continued and he~vy dr~in on our r esources. 

While we m~at pr esent 0ssential needs, we sh~ll certainly want t o see every 

possible m~ans t aken t o build up our f 0r .:::st gr <Jwing stock, to str cngth0n our 

resource base nati on-wide , ~d t o m~ke our f or ests c~pabl~ of meeting the r e­

quirements of tne future . 
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