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MINUTES OF STAFF MEETING (4) .
SOUTHERN. FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION ;... .
' september 24, 1943 ' A

Present: Demmon, chairman, Basnett, Bickford, Bond, Curry, Davis,
Eldredge, Hutchison, Loekard Mitchell Mook, Snyder, VGrrall.

T

Attached to these minutes is a copy of an address by Chief Lyle F. Watts,
delivered on September 20, 1943, in which he states his views on public regula-
tion. In that connection the 'Reglonal Foresters and Dlractors hafo béqﬁ raquastod
to again consider tho dovnlopmnnt of tontative rulos of fordEt practicO. This is
to be donc through confercne:s and discussions with 1ntorast1d porsons outside the
Foruost Sorvieo. A roport on progress in roaching common undorstanding as to
standards or spceifie rules is duc next Fobruary 1.

Tho Policy Manual for Fedoral Land Banks has bocn‘dmendod (as of ' Aug. 14,
1943) with rospoct to loans on farm woodlands. Such loans arc now authorizod on
tho basis of $heir value for tho production of timbor or othor forost products.
The soction on Farm Woodlands rcads as follows: "Loans may be mad: on farm wood-
lands on tho basis of their value for the production of timbor or othor forcst
products-cithor for farm usc or to bS ‘markofod.  Whore matorial rolianec is plaeccd
upon the salo of forcst products for the repayment of the loan, thoro shall ba ro-
quired rcasonablc assurane¢ that a prudent forostry managoment program will bo
followod rosulting in tho protoetion of young timbor and tho maintcnancc of forest
production suffieiont to rotire .tho loan in an orderly mannor. No siich loans
should bo made whorc unusual discasc and insoet hazards, oxenssiva fire wrisk, or
sorious timbor dcpredations may adversoly affcet the condition of tho property and
rapayment of a loan. Whero only a part of a farm is in woodland, tho products fram
which are principally for tho oporator's usc rathor than for marketing, a loan may
bo mado basod partly on tho valuo to tho farm off the woodland and the forogoxng ro-

guiromonts nccd not bo met." AL

Rogion 8 has rocontly compilcd a list of Privatce Consultants in Forest
Oporations which ineludcs a numbor of individuals and'farms in thc Southorn States.
Thosc listed have beon roported to tho Forost Sarvieo as boing capablo of giving
advice on tho tcochnieal management of forest lands and of handling practical woods
problems. The Forast Scrvico doos not claim that tho list is completo, accurat.,
or authentic. To facilitate the indication of thec reportod qualifiecations of tho
names given on this list, the following numbor codc has boen used to indicato the
spoeific linc or linos of work which thc individual or firm is roported to be cs-
poeially cquipped to handlo. This classification should be applicd in accordance

with the number or numbors as givon bolow cach namo.

#1 - Timbor cstimating, mapping, and survoying. -
#2 - Timbor dppraisals.
#3 = Treo planting.
#4 - Logging cngincoring, and plans for logging
. dovelapmont.

#5 - Markct studjus, ~ best disposal of products.

#6 - Tcehnical forost management and silvicultural
mothods,. y

#7 - Forost litigation. :

#8 - Taxation of forosts and timbor opeoratioans.

Many of the individuals and firms listad bclow will serve in any of tho
Southern Statos.
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Address by
Lyle F. Watts, Chief, . Forest Service T 8 Do ks
at mseting of, o
Wlsconsin-Upper Michigan Section,
Sodiety of American Foresters, Milwaukee, Wlsconsin
Soptember 20,,1943"

War Activities of the Forest Service

The forests of the United States are being called upon for a tramendous output of
materials essential to the war. The 1ndispensab111ty of wood and of wood products
becomos more apparent with each month and tho difficultices of meeting tho domands
botome mors acutc as the tempo of war inercases. Truly, wood is one of the criti-

cal matorials in this conflict,

Undor those eircumstancos the Forest Sorvieo is dovoting its cnergies to projocts
that contribute to the war effort. Peacetime activities have been put on the shelf
for the duration to the oxtent consistent with our public rosponsibilities.

To moot wartimo demands the National Forosts arc being made to contributo to nation-
al nocds as novor boforc, Dospito shortagos of manpower to handlo tho timbor-salo
businoss, the cut from tho National Forésté in the past fiscal yoar cstablishod an
all-timo high. The total cut was 2,359,463,000 board feet—T percent more than the
provious ycar and 83 poreont above 1939. Tho valuc of the timbpr_cut oxcoedod 8k

" 'million dollars.

I montioned the handicap of manpowor shortago. It will intorost you to know that
. tho Foroast Sorvieo has lost to the armed forees more than 1, 500 mon and women with
" givil' servies status. I noad not tell this audicncc that tho propertlon of young,
technieally trained, timbor, range, and wildlife men has baon high.. These arc thoe
paooplo who did most of the cruising, scaling, marking, and suporvision for timber
salos, and it has bocen difficult indoed to inercease timber sales in tho faen of
this loss. Yot it has boon done. Standards of work may have sufforad somowhat,
but we think that this has not boen too sorious.

of °puclal importancc is the program for obtalnlng Sitka sprucz from,tho National
Forcsts of Alaska. Working undor the most difficult winter conditions, contractors
2ngaged by tho Forcst Serviec doliveraed the first raft of logs to Puget Sound in
_January. Tho yisld of aireraft quality lumber. from the Alaskan logs is oxcozding
all oxpoetations. Including hemlock and spruce.. not suitablo for aireraft, which
are being sold to Alaskan sawmills for military uso thero, output is now up to the
goal of 10 million board foet por month which was sot at thﬁ outsct. It will
probably not bo possiblc tc maintain this output through the coming winter months.

The National Forost rango has alsc beon making an important wartimo contribution,
Carcful management, ineluding continued adjustmont of livestock numbers tc tho
earrying capacity of the range, is making it possible to obtain maximum production
of meat, wool, and hides without damagc to the resource. Stockmen arc baing urged
to markect their livestoek carly to ameclioratc the domsstie food situation and to
supply greatly cxpanded wastorn coqsuming eentors with grass-fat boof,.

Geing boyond the National Ferests, the Forost Sorvices has beon eollaborating ac-
tively with tho War Production Board, the Offico of Prieo Administraticn, and othor
agoneiss in studying requircments, supplics, ani output of forcest products and in
_prov1ding a wide rangc of allied information. ,aded most onergutically by Goorge
Trayor, who rocoently reproescntod the Forest SCrv1co‘on a mission sont to England to
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study thc problems of lumber supply, the Branch of Rescarch has brought together a
group of mon who have shown outstanding versatility and recsourecfulness. As an ox-
ample of the axtont tc which WPB has lcarhéd_to depend on our mon, the Requircments
and Suppllos scetion has recently been asked to provide 1nformat10n on the quanti-
ty, charactér, and style of wintor underwear which would bc nocded for logging op-

crations in northorn Now England and the Lake States.

During the past yoar the Forsst Sorviec has also given a lot of study tc the prob-
lom of stimulating the production of lumbor and cthor forcst products. It was
rocognizod carly in 1942 that output was lagging and that small mills in particular
wero-having difficulties with radical shifts of markets and complicated procodures
incident to doing businoss- in wartime. The Forost Serviee jeined with the War Pro-
duction Board in proposing‘a plan to utilize its far-flung ficld organization and
to enlist cooperation of stato ageneies to extend aid tc owners and operators and
othsrwise to stimulate maximum cutput. This plan was violontly oppés 3d by the
lumbor industry which saw in it a threat of fedoral regulation of cutting practlc
and all*g\d that the ne od for tho proposed scrvices did not oxist.

After months of delay,'uuring which some of the proposals wore put into operation
without Forost Scrvicc assistance, tho original plan was drcpped. Yet the War Pro-
duetien Board, facing inereasing shortages in lumber supply, found that addltlonal
gffort to malntaln output of forest products was cssentiall’ A modified plan, the
Timbar Prcduction War Pro jecet, now in operation in a numbor of sastorn statos, usos
our faecifitics to provide Sﬂrv1c0, gspeeially to small uporatcrs, in mecoeting the
many incvitable proecdures incident to total war; to aid in socuring a timber
supply for mills not now adecquatoly provided with standing timbor; to aid in ob-
taining firm contracts fcr tho output of logs and lumber; and t¢ provide ttchnical
guidance to assurc officicnt use of available manpowor and s¢quipment. The state
forestry dopartmonts and =xtonsion services arc collaborating actively in the pro-
gram. . 'It is worth noting that tho Preosidont's: approval of tho modlflcd plan was
subjeet to -tho undorstanding that wheroe foderal aids wore advarcod there must beo

provision to provent destruetive forost practices,

Evoen beforo this plan was put intc coperaticn, 70 forestors assignod by tho Forest
crvies in cooperation with tho Statos tc marketing projoets, involving 280 coun-
t1 s in castern statcs under the Nerris-Doxoy Farm Forestry Act, have boen instru-

montal -ih stepping up production lnLally 1nd in chann*liﬁg farm timbeor into nsscn-

tiel war  industrics.

Protaction of the forests from fire has assumcd new significance as a result of
ths war and this has been recognized in omergeney appropriations by Congross. To
ths normal problem of minimizing demage tc forest resourcos has been added the
cecessity of maintaining uninterrupted service from power plants, transmission
. lincs, railroads, and industrial plants in forested arcas, tho noed to prevent
smoke palls which might interfere with air transport or aircraft warning service,
and the threat of sabctage. Military installaticns and the presence of large num-
burs of scldiors in and near forested arcas added to the hazard while the diffi-
culties of fire ecntrol were cnhaneod by the shortage of traincd guards and fire
fighters. Indicative of the potontial disrupticn and ﬂamagu tc_war industry and
transportaticn which forcst fircs may cause, as well as of the importance of wood
in the war, is the rceord of two enamy incondiary bombings which occurred in the
forests cf westorn Oreggn. Fortunately neither resulted in a sericus outbreak.

I prssume foroesters hore arc geoncerally awarc of tho prominent placo tho Foraost
Prcducts Laboretory is taking in tho war offort.  To me the work being dono at
the Laboratery is”simply unbelievable. In providing data and spceifications on
the usae-of wood fir alrcraft in designing economical érates and containors for
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’gall sorts of military supplies and equipment, ineluding anti-aireraft guns, armored
trailers and cars, as well as munitions and other supplies; in training inspectors
for wood products and packaging; and in broadening the use of plywood, plasties,
and other chemical derivatives of wood, outstanding contributions have been mads.

Less well known, perhaps, is the progress that has been made by research in in-
creasing output and conserving labor in the eritical naval stores industry. Using
chomical treatments, gum yields in commercial opcrations have been increased 25
pcereent, TFor the long pull substantial progross has also been made in the selce-
tion and rooting of strains of pine yielding 2 to 3 times as muech gum as their as-
sociatces of the same size and vigor. i

Valuable assistance has besn rondsred the military in camouflage planting probloms.
Séme of this work was only possible because of aécumulated knowledge gained from
pre-war investigations. On the other hand, some of the newer findings will have
‘permanent valuc for tho futurc. For example, treatments to reduce transportation
‘may permit forest planting to be done at almost any season of the yecar and may ox-
'tund ths arcea that may be sucecossfully plantod to much more advarso sites.

I should not clos3 this bricf sketeh of the wartime 'activitios of tho Forost
Service without roference to tho guayule rubber projcet, the suecess of whieh will,
I belicve, lead to uzarly authorization for cxpansion beyond the limitation ostab-
lishod last spring when it appearcd -that«farther usc of irrigated land for guayule
might intorfere unneccssarily with food production. On June .30 over 23,000 acres
had becon plantiad. It is probable that tho projoet will bo oxpanded to an area of
‘150,000 -acros within tho noxt 2 ycers. Much of the oxpansion, if undertakcn, will
be in Toxas and the Southwest where compotition for food eropland and for labor is
. nét so acute as in California.  Sovon nurserias, aggreégating about.3,500 acres in
oxtent, aro roady with sufficient stock for naxt year's plarnting. About 400 tons
of high-quality rubber werc manufactured from maturc shrub harvested in 1942.
Exporimantal plantings of Russian dandelicn and of goldzsnrod arc alsc being
carried forward. It is planned to harvest part of the 1943 plantings of both
these erops in‘order to oxtract a faw tons of rubber for tgsting purposes.

Planning for Pedco

Productive forests constitute so vital a part of tho national oconomy that wo must

not fail, whileo making the utmost eontribution to wartime needs, tc be planning for
peaco, Domobilization of the armed forecs and thc release of labor from war indus-
tries is likely to be acecmpanied by a pericd whHen it may be necessary to undertaks
a very largc program of publie works in order to prcvide full employment,

Forcsts end intermingled forest range offor a large field for public works that may
ba readily doveloped in post-war years. Rostoration of forests on nonproductive
land by planting; rchabilitation of run-down forests by weeding, thinning, and .
pruning, and other timbor stand improvement; ronge resecding; fire hazard reduc-
tion; control of injurious insocts and diseases; oxpansion in the forest rocrsa-
tional facilitios; and improvements of the wildlife habitat; all call for a large
amount of labor with 2 minimum of other exponsso: Such work can bo quickly startcd
and casily susponded without sxeossive loss whon the neced for cmployment doclines.,
It is work which is worth while in itself and should be ecarricd forward on public

forcsts as a continuing program in any avent. f"'

Beyond that thdrc-is ncoed for a largo amount of construction for the development,
protoetion, and utilization of publie forest arsas. Only half of the road system
plannod for thce National Forssts is now built rand of satisfactory standerd. Shifts
in rangc managoment to make the National Forests contributz most fully tc tho livs-
stoek cconomy of tho Wost undaf;dhanging.conditiqﬁs will rocquirc ncw watcr
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developm nts, addltlonL; funclng, and othcr improvements. The succsess 6f thce part-
1y completed Arroyo Seco flood control projeoet con the Los Angelos National Forest
‘in stabilizing £ million cubie yards of. channel debris during heavy storms last
January and the effectlvo proteetion afforded valley lands, home sites, and public
utilities by rangc reseeding and ccntour..-ditehing in the In@ﬂrmountaln region indi-
cate that we have only begun ths upstreem work which is dGSlTublO for watorshoed

“protqctlcn and flood control. PR |

Tho volumo and gengraphic dlstrlbutlnn of work in thosa fields may be graatly oxX-
panded by pushing the acquisition of millicns of acros of forest land.which seem

dostinod for publie ownership.

Rt

In plannlng for publlc works I am anxious: that forasters do not lose 51ght of tho
faet that the nced for margoncy public works can bs kopt down as the volume of en-
ploymont furnished by private industry is kept up. In communitics primarily de-
pendént upon forest industries, the levol of . pormancent industry that -can be sus-
tqingd‘is directly rolated to the economic productivity of the adjacent forest
land. Far more fundamental then than relying on the forest as a source of relicf
omployment, is a forest policy that will contribute to the seeurity and stability
of private cmployment by assuring continued. product1v1ty of forbst lands,

It tha forests are to mako their optlmum Pontrlbution to bha welfare of the Nation,
it will be necossary to prov1do for better care end managoment than they have thus
far received. An cconomy of abundanee depends upon maintaining tho productivity of
natural resourcss at a high level,.yet today, after decades of agitation and ceduca-
ticnal effort, ‘thw bulk of the eutting on private forost lands is nct under any
plans for pbrp_tuatlng the proauct1V1ty of the, resourec and onc-third cf tho private
forest area, including a largn part of.the best timber-growing land in the Scuth,

is still without organized fire proteetion. This is unpardonablo!

.Looking tc th“ future, there is gocd reascn to beliove thet post-war needs for
'lumbar and other forast products will, in the-aggregate, ccntinuc at or near tho
wartime lovel. Doclining neceds for war purposes will be offsot by pent-up demands
for housing, widor appliecation of new tochniques for using wood in construction of
all kinds, the upward trend in utilization of pulp and papor prcducts, and othor

. dovelopments. Moulded plywood developed for aireraft will doubtless find post-war
.ugeé in automcbiles, furniturc, and perhaps other itoms. Plasticds mads largely or
sntirely from wocd have only begun tc find eommereial usces, ‘And the manufacturc
~of alechol from lignin is indieative of the field which may be opcened.by chemical

rﬂsoarch and industiial ongincoring.

With prossure from abroad tc help supply the huge quantities of lumber that will be
nocded fer the ruocnstructlun of war-torn Eurcps added to a domestie demand alroady
almcst dcuble the rato of annual saw-timber growth, it should be cbwious that cnly
by the most aggr6551Vﬂ mcasuros can wa hope to bring saw-timber grnwth in line with

gcds,.

Focrest chulatipn Needod_f

.Scme familiarity with this region and with 3 ragipns dn tha West, coupled with
trips that I have rceently taken into tho Daep,Scuth and:the Neortheast, convines me
“hat comprehensive forest legislation, ineluding but not limited to regulation of
Jutting practices, is now mors urgently necdwed than over befoere. In making this
statomont I am not in the least overlooking or discocunting tho many oxemples of
good forest managemont.by privats owners in almost overy seeticn »of the country.

In this region I naod nr more than mpntlon such operations as the Goodman Lumber Co.
or the Nekoosa-Edwards Pqpur Co. Out in Oregon and Montana the J. Neils Lumber Co.
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has a sustained-yield program fully equaling in intensity National Forest opera=-
tions-in the pendercsa pino type. The fire proteetion system cn the Clamens Treo
Farf 9T the Weyerhasuser Lumber Co. in Washington goes far bcyond what we have been
ablo’ to pravido for the Natlonal Forests.

Without preojudice to what is going on in othoer regions, I believo I was most
stirrud by what I sew in the Scuth, In the Forest Serviee w2 have always cmpha-
sizod the soeial velue cf productive ferests'and have striven to make the National
Forosts contribute affnctholy to tho welfare of ‘loeal people. But nowhors have
the publie fcrests done any botter than Mr. Harley Langlale who is building up an
intensive forestry prcgram cn abcut 100,000 acres near Valdosta, Ga. Mr. Langdale
is not ‘¢chly going far beycnd minimum rGQuiremGnts in turpentine practices and tim-
ber cutting, but he is providing improved living conditions for the people who work
cn his property. Houses are refurbished fish ponds are construeted, and bird food
-is planted to insure gocd hunting. ' It was reported to mé that Mr. Langdale's war
cutput had not been handlcapped by labor problens as hds beon S0 gcnerally thc case

in the South and elsawhere.A

And to rufar to Crossett, Ark., which has 's6 often boen ‘eited as an cutstanding
¢éxamplo of ‘integrated utilizaticn and communlty dovelcpment, the thing that im-
prcssod me most was current plans to split the 5 dlstricts, into whieh the half-
‘million-acro proparty had previously ‘beecn divided so that the 10 technical men
'rasponsible for timbermarking and other-forastry work would averagc cnly abcut
50 ‘000 acres cach. They talk in terms of a 10- -yodr. cdtting cyelo. Here again
is'an 1ntensity of managamcnt equal to that of the Nntlonal Forests.

But with all thosz and the many others that might be listed, I saw much more de-
structive cutting than good forestry. To me the basie facts on the Nation's
forostry situation are elear cnough. Wz dc not need any further refinemont of
statistics or survey of war impaets, desirable as that may bo, to determine what
cur poliey should be.- The war has sorved to cexaggerate the trand of forest de-
-torioration and dopletion whieh was only partially and temporarily rolioved during

tho doprdssion of the thirties.

There is ﬁnthing to be gainoed by dodging the faet- that, exeept in localitios whore
virgin timber still dominates, we cannot ccntinuc indefinitely to cut moro than wo
grow without impairing future forest produectivity. But cur land has the eapacity
and we should have thc determination to mceet the challenge. For if we take steps
to improve and build up the productiva growing stock by Nation-wide application of
good forest practices, the annual grdwth ean be inéreased tc a level which will

¢ supply our people and industries with amplo timber for all foreseecable neceds at
reascnable cost, and a margin will bo left for export 'or for emergency usc.

Tho most urgent need is tc stop destruetive cutting sc that the productivity of
-@vory acra-ncw bearing merchantable timber may be retained. I want to say with
all the force I hava that Nation-wide regulation cf cutting practiees on private
forost land under” ‘stroeng federal leadership is absolutely ossontlal if necdless
-‘dustructiqn cf prmductivc grcw1ng stoek is to be stoppcd.

‘J..

© It '{§ unfortunate that & weéll-financed publicity campaifn sponsorod by the forost
industries during the rcecent past should tond tc cultivate publie complacency when
the situation with respeet to our forest rosources is so unsatisfaectory. As head
of the egeney chicfly cuncerned with the public interest in maintaining tho produc-
tivity of our forests, I cannot let the misleading publicity of the forest indus-

trios pass unchallenged‘

This campaign creates the impressicn that little not already being done on private
land is ncedod to assurc the Natlon amplo timbor suppllﬂs for tho future. It.;mplkﬁ
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an incvitable inerease of annual growth when g forostors wo know ‘that tho usable
growth deponds upon merchantable growing stoelk’ and that, it cannot inerease if de-
struetion of the productive growing stoek is' indcflnltoly continued, It oxaggorates
the oxtont and adogueoey of industry prbgress in good forest practico. '

Sinee a forthright faeing of the facts would not be inconsistont with the alleged
cbjeetives of the industry, namely, "to perpétuate the supply of forest products
through sound forost management and to promeote understanding of forest ownorship
and entorprisc."™ I cannct cscape the eonclusion that the real objeet of this cam-
paign is to ward off publie regulatién which was rocommonded in cne form by the Do-
partment of Agriculturc in 1940, brought beforc Ccngress in sevoral forms sineo
thon, and proposod for legislation in 14 states during the past winter.

I think it fair to statc that the necd for public regulation is now recognized by
many informcd pcooplo. But ecnsorvation lesdors arce not in agreoment as tc the re-
sponsibility of the Federal Government in such regulation., It is my firm belicf
that regulation by state action unsupported by strong federal legislation canndt be
offective. Furthermero, I do not believe that financial aid to the states to mect
the costs of regulaticn will induce reluctant or‘strongly independent states to cn-
aet appropriate regulatory lsgislation. Nor will it give adeguato assurance that
tho level:of.practicés will bo set at a satisfactory level. In order that Nation-
wide regulation of cutting practicos may come promptly and be recascnably uniform in
standards and enforeement, federal legislaticn is needed which will as a minimum
give the Secrétary of Agriculture authority (1) to set the stendards for roquired
forest practicees; (2) tc pass on the practices adopted by the States; (3) to in-
spect onforeement; and (4) to take direct action whero suitable state legislation
is ngt cnacted and Whoru enforccment or tha standards ostabllshod are nnt acceptabka

O? the three najor lines of public action which I weuld advocate, for ‘a cumpxahnn-
"sive national program in forestry—namely, rogulation of forecst practices on private
lands, aid to forest landowners, and inereascd public ownershlp-—r sgulation has in-

voked the most controversy.

It is quite probabla that the larger part of the job of public acquisition will fall
to the Federal Governmcnt. This does nct in the least disecunt tho dcs1rability of

-an snlarged program of stato and comnunity forocsts.

The Fedoral Govprﬂmoﬁt should also play an important part in the aids and incentives
offecred to private landowners. Federal contributions loom large in fire control and
oxtension scerviees. TForest research has made its most substantial contributions in
thae work of the fodcral forest exporiment stations and tho Forest Products Labora-
"' Tho forest survoy would be a hopeless jumbls if left to uncoordinated stato
The fieslds of forest eredit and forest insurance eculd not be safely under-
All thoso clearly call for action on a national lovel.

tory.
action.
written on a state basis.

In tho light of tho significanco of forest eccnsorvation for national dcfensc and
naticnal welfaro, the intordcpendenco of states in rsgard to timber supply, and the
extent to6 which the Federal Government must funetion in the fields just meontioned,
it is strange that the quostion of federal rosponsibility in rospoet to regulation

of eutting praetices has appearel se controversial. ) i

Without projudico tc thoe capacity and ability of several strong states to 'shouldar
whe publie rGSpOnSlblllty for kocping forest lands within their borders: productivo,
it is true that many of the states whore aeétion is most urgent will have great
difficulty in handling the job effeetively. And only under fedoral loadership

can the publie have assurance cf uniformity of poliey between states and of free-
dom from undesirable competitive ecnditions arising eithor from tomptation cr
Jressure in individual states to keep standards low.
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The time has ecme to look beyond the exigeneies of war to assurc full and con-
tinued productivity of cur vital natural rescurcces. A comprshensive forest pcliey
in which roegulatiocn of forsst practices must go hand in hand with better protec-
tion, expansion of public aids, inereascd public ownership, and continuing research
will prove indispeonsable in the strueture of sccurity whieh we hope will mark an

anduring pceace.
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Vatts started in forest service at 28 as a laborer, Today
hief forester of the United States. He is the first man

the far west in years to reach that high position.

.yle Watts, New. Chief Forester,
Views Nation's Wooded Regions
Is a Heritage of All the People

‘ARD L. NEUBERGER

il Writer, The Oregonlan

TIRST WILDERNESS
ver made with Lyle
is on the steep water-
e Mount Hood national
» were sitting on a lava
ch faced off towards
regon. In the shadows
:ernoon, the firs of the
lope blended evenly
distant pine woods of
gion. We seemed to be
= bowsprit of a ship
a measureless green

yointed eastward, out
vast solitudes. “This
‘esents the heritage of
he said. “Forests like
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state to study forestry, and won
both bachelor's and master's
degrees in that subject at Iowa
State college. His graduation
was cum laude.

In the United States forest
service Lyle Watts came up the
hard way. He is, so to speak, the
former switchman who became
president of the railroad, the
paper boy who became editor.
In 1913, when he was 23 years
old, he started with the forest
service as a laborer, He cleared
trails, felled {rees, saddled
horses, cleaned stables. Most of
this toil took place in Utah. In
1915 he met Nell Bowman in
Ogden and married her. They
have two children—Gordon L.
Watts, a lieutenant of engineers
t Clmp Claibourne, Louisiana,

nd June A. Watta who is an
emnlove of the W
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Teddy Roosevelt Called It a Joh’ﬁr
Of 'Sacred Trust' ... Today It Is@i
In the Hands of a Portland Man

ance against the destruction of
reforested areas as well as com-
mercial timber stands.”

For many years
groups have wrangled over the
use of America's national for-
ests. Fishermeén want power
and irrigation dams kept out.
Lumber companies believe that
careless fishermen start wanton
fires. Campers dislike indis-
criminate grazing. Stockmen re-
sent the influence of recreation-
ists. Some conservation groups
believe the national forests
should be entirely closed to
commercial development. They
claim that commercial use is
ruining the solitudes.

What is the attitude of the
new chief forester in this re-
spect? “Obviously,” he con-
tends, “our national forests, our
timbered mountains, are, essen-
tial to a lot of uses. It is my
philosophy that all these uses
can be enjoyed on any sizeable
area at the same time. Surely
there are areas like camp
grounds and roadsides where
neither timber cutting nor graz-
ing can be allowed, or if it is
allowed, then restricted to the
off-season. There are winter
ranges which must be held for
game, and there are areas
where the system of timber cut-
ting must be varied to meet
public demands,

CO-OPERATION:

Insures All Groups
Of Forest Equipment

“But, by and large, we can
do all of these things on the
same area if there is a fine de-
gree of co-operation between
the different classes of users; if
we have tolerance of the other
fellow's views and he of ours.
Probably no single use can be
enjoyed 100 per cent under
this multiple-use administration.
But the stockman can enjoy 75
per cent of the things he wants.
The wildlifer can have perhaps
75 per cent as much big game
as he would have w1th com-

—tada' =

divergent '

said to "him, “Remember tl
other fellow. may be right
And Watts commented, “¥¢
have to approach issues wi
that kind ¢f open mind. Othe
wise you will be arbitrary ar
dogmatic and stubborn. No or
is infallible.”

Safeguarding the wilderne
is practically a creed with th
slender man who has made fo
estry his career, Trees to hi
are no mere inanimate growth

WOOQODS:

Hold Deep Meaning
For Chief Forester

As Watts strolls . through
wood in Oregon or a grove i
Montana, each sight has mea:
ing for him—the acorns on th
ground, the scars on the tre
trunks, the patches of snow o
the distant hills, the color c
the water in the .creeks, th
chirping of the squirrels, th
tracks of deer and elk. Thes
things tell him about the healt
of the wilderness, just as veir
and skin and eyes denote to
physician the condition of hi
patient., After a journey 1
eastern Oregon, Watts observe
to Justice William O. Douglas ¢
the supreme court that he ha
seen some uplands grazed bar
and that grazing would<have t
be watched.
¢+ Lyle Watts will not be th
desk-pounding, noisy type of e>
ecutive. He is essentially quie
Around the logs of a leapin
fire in the woods, I have see
him say less than anyone els
in the group, although he be:
of all was qualified to commer
on the topics of conversatiol
But when he did talk, ever}
one listened and what he sa:
was generally right to the cor
of the subject. “Mr. Walt
knows an awful lot abeout th
woods, doesn’'t he?” young Jin
my Rosenman, son of Jud:s
Samuel I. Rosenman, asked m
on a drive up the Hood rive
valley one sunny afternoo
three years ago.

Watts' friends in the Pacifi



=2 Lyle Watts started in forest service at 28 as a laborer. Today

he is chief forester of the United States. He is the first man
from the far west in years to reach that high position.

“Lyle Watts, New. Chief Forester,

Views Nation's

Wooded Regions

Bs a Heritage of All the People

> BY RICHARD L. NEUBERGER
Epecial Writer, The Oregonlan

THE FIRST WILDERNESS
trip 1 ever made with Lyle
Watts was on the steep water-
shed of the Mount Hood national
forest. We were sitting on a lava
crag which faced off towards
eastern Oregon. In the shadows
of late afternoon, the firs of the

Pacific slope blended evenly '

with the distant pine woods of
the dry region. We seemed to be
riding the bowsprit of a ship
cleaving a measureless green
sea,

Watts pointed eastward, out
over the vast solitudes, “This
scene represents the heritage of
America,” he said. “Forests like
thisione-belong to.all.the Amer:
hmwh. mm 0
using these forests and saving-
them. We must use them
for' lumber;*

supply. And wemust save them
for ‘the‘next generation, so tha
they, in'turn, can .claim simila '
benefits,” - e

“In the gathering dusk his blue

eyes—the eyesiof a forester—
were bright with enthusiasm.
i'This is the’'philosophy which:
Lyle Ford Watts now brings to
the most-importantforestry post
on earth, the position of chief
of the United: States forest serv-
ice; At 52 he has just become
America's first chief forester in
four years..Since Ferdinand A.
Silcox died in 1839, the forest
service has had no permanent.
head. The assignment had been

~ filled ‘'by temporary appoint-,
ments until last* month, when*

President Roosevelt and Secre-
tary
snddenly decided upon Watts.

K‘MERICA-

. Foremost .mu
Lumber Producers

&

-of “Agriculture Wickard «

state to study forestry, and won
both bachelnrs and master's
degrees in that subject at Iowa
State college. His graduation
was cum laude.

In the United States forest
service Lyle Watts came up the
hard way. He is, so to speak, the
former switchman who became
president of the railroad, the
paper boy who became editor.
In 1913, when he was 23 years
old, he started with the forest
service as a laborer. He cleared
trails, felled trees, saddled
horses, cleaned stables. Most of
this toil took place in Utah. In
1915 he met Nell Bowman in
Ogden and married her. They
have two chxldren—Gordon L

tts, a heutenant

3

ter company In Portland.

:}2 “'mma'mu Watts took, g.r(

for-recres
grazing, tord.l'aslmge mdr.mter. “

li¥college; % and” the |
next:year:wasrappointed:a:sil-
.vicﬁlturistifonthe forest iserv-

rice. He'studied’treesifrom roots

to crown. From®1931:until'1036
he:was, director-of the northern
Rocky moupntain forest. experi-
ment  station,:and .in 1936 he
was. appointed regional forester
for * the 'north’ central region,
which centered on the states of
the Great Lakes. There he did
.an outstanding job in aiding in
. the Tresuscitation of a - once-
, great’'lumber area.

Five years ago Mr. Silcox, then
chief of the forest service, placed
‘Watts in charge of the organiza-
tion's “most important region.
This region is the Pacific north-
west, which supplies more than

.a -third .of the"lumber:=of “the
nation. Watts moved, to. Port-
land, where 'he made his home
until’ last month, when he was
called’ to- Washington to head
“ the "forest service in all 48
states and Alaska,.He and his

family - lwecl -at- 80
avenue

. The'forest: service's new: chlgl."vast qu

‘8. . friendly; -mild- mannered
an.. Onfthe tratlthe says-little
*but.sees much: ‘At the end'ofa:
wildernesd: day he tan tellthis |

companions; around the camp -

fire the' condition of the range,
the flow of the streams,’ the
quality of the timber, the sur-
vival opportunities of the wild
life. Like Thoreau, the wilder-
ness’ to’him'is'a’ page to beiread;
Watts has- the long, easy“lope
of a woodsman and covers
ground. tirelessly, . Tramping is

‘noeffort’ for him,-although-in- =
recent“years some ‘trouble ‘with !

his back has restricted his ac-
tivity.

In a world - at- war, ‘'with

America ‘the principal ‘arsenal
,of the democratic .nations,. the .and.
posiuon of chief !érester of ‘the ™
. United Stdtes is more: important :
than- ever before. Lumber:is a:

critjcal material, one of the most

criticals of ;alls-It. requires-hun-. «

{ feet) to house by high wages, st
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crag whiChn laced wir wwwaisas
eastern Oregon. In the shadows

of late afternoon, the firs of the

Pacific slope blended evenly'

with the distant pine woods of
the dry region. We seemed to be
riding the bowsprit of a ship
cleaving a measureless green
sea.

Watts pointed eastward, out
over ‘the vast solitudes, “This
scene represents the heritage of
. America,” he said. “Forests like
one belong
an.people, to men. and women
5 ? pto us to

Ay

using these forests and saving
them. We must use them
for lumber,” for recreation, for'
grazing, for drainage and water
supply. And we must save them
for the next generation, so that
they, in turn, can claim similar
benefits,” )
'In the gathering dusk his blue
eyes—the eyes of a forester—
were bright with enthusiasm.
This is the philosophy which
Lyle Ford Watts now brings to
the most important forestry post
on earth, the position of chief
of the United States forest serv-
ice. At 52 he has just become
America’s first chief forester in
four years. Since Ferdinand A.
Silcox died in 1939, the forest
service has had no permanent
head. The assignment had been
filled by temporary appoint-
ments until last month, when
President Roosevelt and Secre-
tary of ' Agriculture Wickard
suddenly decided upon Watts.

AMERICA:

Foremost Among
Lumber Producers

“ The United States produces
more lumber than any other na-
tion. In America grow the
world’s greatest stands of tim-
ber. The management and pro-
tection of this invaluable re-
source are now the responsibil-
ity of a lean, rangy Portlander
who in 1938 became head of the
forest . service in the Pacific
northwest. Watts occupies a post
long held in esteem by the Amer-
ican ' people. Gifford Pinchot
first filled "it. John Muir and
Teddy Roosevelt called it a job
of sacred trust. 3

The" ‘chief " forester of' the
United " States .is" directly in
charge of the natlional forests of
the land. These forests embrace
the country’s most magnificent
wilderness—the hardwood for-

to.all.the Amer:_|

nard way. 11e s, su TP
former switchman who became
president of the railroad, the
paper boy who became editor,
In 1913, when he was 23 years
old, he started with the forest
service as a laborer. He cleared
trails, {felled trees, saddled
horses, cleaned stables. Most of
this toil took place in Utah. In
1915 he met Nell Bowman in
Ogden and married her. They
have two children—Gordon L.

Watts, a lieutenant of engineers. .

t Camp Claibourne,

Loulsiana,
ter company in Portland.

Agricultural college, and the
next year was appointed a sil-

viculturist for the forest serv- /is a {friendly,
ice. He studied trees from roots

to crown. From 1931 until 1936
he was director of the northern
Rocky mountain forest experi-
ment station, and in 1936 he
was. appointed regional forester
for the north central region,
which centered on the states of
the Great Lakes. There he did
an outstanding job in aiding in
the resuscitation of a once-
great lumber area.

Five years ago Mr. Silcox, then
chief of the forest service, placed
Watts in charge of the organiza-
tion’s most important region.
This region is the Pacifie north-
west, which supplies more than
a third of the lumber of the
nation. Watts moved to Port-
land, where he made his home
until last month, when he was
called to Washington to head
the forest service in all 48
states and Alaska. He and his

?
“In'1928 Lyle Watts took grad.
.uate courses in forestry:at Utah

14

'family lived-at- 809-N. E..308th
avenue.

The forest service's new chief
mild-mannered
man. On the trail he says little

but sees much. At the end of a

wilderness day he can tell his
companions around the camp
fire the condition of the range,
the flow of the streams, the
quality of the timber, the sur-
vival opportunities of the wild
life. Like Thoreau, the wilder-
ness to him is a page to be read.
Watts has the long, easy lope
of a woodsman and covers
ground tirelessly. Tramping is
no effort for him, although in
recent “years some trouble with
his back has restricted his ac-
tivity.

In a world at war, with
America the principal arsenal
of the democratic nations, the
position of chief forester of the
United States is more important
than ever before. Lumber 1is a
critical material, one of the most
critical of all. It requires hun-

ests of Michigan, the Lake Supe- * ™

rior meadows, the. dense “rain
forests” of the Oregon sea coast,
Idaho’s lordly Ponderosa pines,
the gentle woodlands of the
southern states. America's na-
tional forests aggregate 151,807,-
000 acres. This is nearly three
times the area of  the British
Isles.

‘To a post so crowded with re-
sponsibility Lyle F. Watts of
Portland, Oregon, brings a rich
background of forestry experi-
ence. He was born in Cerro
Gordo county of Iowa on No-
vember 18, 1890, He attended
the public schools of Clear Lake,
Iowa, and later his family
moved to Bellingham, Washing-
ton. He returned to his native

groups if they but co-operate

” " 2 g —Forest “ Bervice photo,

Fishermen want power and irrigation dams kept from streams:
lumbermen accuse careless fishermen of starting fires . . . ete,
But Lyle Watts believes there is room in the forests for all

and heed other fellow’s rights,

z 'Moeul!ﬁ lake in lhc 7W|llawn mou

_dreds of feet to house
" each soldier. |Shipysrds use
vast quantitiesi of lumber' for
,piles’ and~dec . Spruce for

airplanes is nesded in America
and England. Military canton-
' ments are lits ‘huge lumber
accumulations. {And when the
war is finally'won, enormous
amounts of American timber
will be required to reconstruct
the shattered gontinent of Eu-
rope. ¢ {

FORESTER: |\~ *|
Has to Majje Sure
Lumber: 4 ate

(e |

Lyle F. Watts must see to it
that sufficient fumber is avail-
. And he also
at the forests

that bright afiérnoon, he must
try both to usg the forests and
save them. N& chief foresler
ever faced a serner task, for
never was lunber in such ur-
gent demand. In fact, the war
production bcard has listed
wood algng with- steel and alu-
minum as one of the vital sin-
ews of war. Without an ade-
quate supply of lumber, the
war machine would jolt to a
creaking halt.
< Lyle Watts s an advocate of
sustained yiefd.. This means
that the forestfshould be main
tained as a going institution,
the amount of lumber cut be-
ing kept in hmlance: with the
new growth. “¥et,” he recently
added, “sustaiged yield for the
‘nation or region or state is not
enough. We must get right
down to sustained yield for
communities or working cir-
cles. Just so long as we are sat-
isfied with a type of sustained
vield that balinces an overcut
on Puget sound territory by an
undercut in ssuthwestern Ore-
gon—that long we will miss the
answer to the real problem.
“It's a humar problem. Frank-
ly, it is the woods' workers and
their families which come first
in my mind ai: I view.our for-
est problem. }t is the commu-
nities that ame built up and
broken down.iIt'is the unem-
ployment and relief loads and
distressed . lo¢al  governments
that follow In the wake of
closed mills that make a na-
tional problem. If you have
worked in the Lake states or
the Ozarks, you get the point.
Shifting populations and ups
and down in community well-
being can- -never be overcome

18 A7P L ﬁch;mthwut to
r@fi 1 “‘lﬁ"ﬂ“""b 3 . nt th

by hig
the m
tions.”
As b
ures V
quiremn
1, Ir
ed sec
cies a
sary |
tion
growtl
2. In
contro
cise of
3. F
defore
surant
ural r
of rep
4. F
tive I
ment.
5.1
in cri
forest
Son
alreac
lumbs
ed th
the C
the u
A. S
quirii
trees
ting «
serve
grow
volur
“ecut
phy :
uous
W:
nortk
the
grow
uateq
new
Pacil
long
virgi
fact
out °
ber
ginn.
gon.
west
ton |
ing ¢
nent
w
that
depe
cont
ion,
cons
tree:
brus
man
mee
tree
prov
will
Prog
est |

THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, FEBRUAR



tal of [the: northwest forest solitudes. To Lyle

e in the Wallowa mmhlhu
i ifkn 4 ll.rlprmat ﬂll-‘“h‘ﬂ!lgi" of the nation, a =

lcl s nlw :hlof foruhr. forests

y by high wages. shuft.hours.or
the more recent paid vaca-
tions.”

As basic precautionary meas-

cach - soldier. .
rvice's new chief vast quantitiesi of lumher for
, mild-mannered ,piles’ and-decking. Spruce for
rail he says little ' airplanes is ne¢ded in America yres Watts has urged five re-

At the end of a in‘fﬂ?’}ﬂ.ﬂ?ﬂ“”g’mﬁ’e f::nt‘:‘:; quirements for better forestry:
1 Tacuen tha laaving af noasd.

o mn o o
B W e
- 'hﬁ v 3|
g D

ance against the destruction of
reforested areas as well as com-
mercial timber stands.”

For many years divergent'
groups have wrangled over the
use of America's national for-
ests. Fishermén want power
and irrigation dams kept out.
Lumber companies believe that
careless fishermen start wanton
fires. Campers dislike indis-
criminate grazing. Stockmen re-
sent the influence of recreation-
ists. Some conservation groups
believe the national forests
should be entirely closed to
commercial development. They
claim that commercial use is
ruining the solitudes,

What is the attitude of the
new chief forester in this re-
spect? “Obviously,” he con-
tends, *“‘our national forests, our
timbered mountains, are, essen-
tial to a lot of uses. It is my
philosophy that all these uses
can be enjoyed on any sizeable
area at the same time. Surely
there are areas like camp
grounds and roadsides where
neither timber cutting nor graz-
ing can be allowed, or if it is
allowed, then restricted to the
off-season. There are winter
ranges which must be held for
game, and there are areas
where the system of timber cut-
ting must be varied to meet
public demands.

CO-OPERATION: |

Insures All Groups
Of Forest Equipment

“But, by and large, we can
do all of these things on the
same area if there is a fine de-
gree of co-operation between
the different classes of users; if
we have tolerance of the other
fellow’s views and he of ours.
Probably no single use can be
enjoyed 100 per cent under
this multiple-use administration.
But the stockman can enjoy 75
per cent of the things he wants.
The wildlifer can have perhaps

as~ he rwouldx have, with ,com-
plete elimination of livestock.
“Therecreationist an get an

band of sheep has trailed a road”
he travels and destroyed the
wild flowers. That's multiple)
use. It's tolerance with the other
man's viewpoint so that our
vact wildarnace ean dn the most

75 per cent as much big game:

gh some ‘areas; /
immediately after-logging-or.a " nel.
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Teddy Roosevelt Called It a Iob’ﬁ/f
Of 'Sacred Trust' ... Today It- Is‘g’«;_
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said to him, “Remember the
other fellow. may be right.”
And Watts commented, “You
have to approach issues with
that kind ¢f open mind, Other-
wise you will be arbitrary and
dogmatic and stubborn. No one
is infallible.”

Safeguarding the wilderness
is practically a creed with this
slender man who has made for-
estry his career. Trees to him
are no mere inanimate growths.

WOODS:

Hold Deep. Meaning
For Chief Forester

“"As Watts strolls . through a
wood in Oregon or a grove in
Montana, each sight has mean-
ing for him—the acorns on the
ground, the scars on the tree
trunks, the patches of snow on
the distant hills, .the color of
the water in the creeks, the
chirping of the squirrels, the
tracks of deer and elk. These
things tell him about the health
of the wilderness, just as veins
and skin and eyes denote to a
physician the condition of his
patient. - After a journey in
eastern Oregon, Watts observed
to Justice William O. Douglas of
the supreme court that he had
seen some uplands grazed bare
and that grazing would+have to
be watched.

¢+ Lyle Watts will not be the
desk-pounding, noisy type of ex-
ecutive. He is essentially quet.
Around the logs of a leaping
fire in the woods, I have seen
him say less than anyone else
in the group, although he best
of all was qualified to comment
on the topics of conversation.
But when he did talk, every
one listened and what he .said
was generally right to the core
of the subject. “Mr, Walls
knows an awful lot about the
woods, doesn’'t he?” young Jim-
my Rosenman, son of Judge
Samuel I. Rosenman, asked me
on' a drive up the Hood river
valley one ' sunny afternoon
three . years ago.
+~.Watts’_friends in the Pacific
northwest are legion: They in-
clude fellow foresters like Jagk

Cireelty.: uth
ities - like William L. Finley,
forestry experts like Dr. George
‘W. Peavey, planners like Lieu-

\!ennnt -Colonel Roy Bessey. Not

for many years has anyone
fram the far west been elevated
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Lyle F. Watts must see to it
that sufficientflumber is avail-
able for victopy. And he also
must see to itjthat the forests
and woodland® are spared for
the next genergtion. As he said
on the slopesiof' Mount Hood
that bright afternoon, he must
try both to usg the forests and
save them. N9 chief forester
ever faced a sterner task, for
never was lumber in such ur-
gent demand. [n fact, the war
production bcard has listed
“wood algng with: steel and alu-
minum as. one/of the vital sin-
ews of war. Without an ade-
quate supplyiof lumber, the
war machine. i'would jolt to a
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being can--neyer -be overcome

west  Service photo.

ept from streams:
ting fires . , . etc.
he forests for all
ir fellow's rights,

THE SUNDAY 'OREGONIAN, 'PORTLAND FEBRUARY 21,

809-N.\ j o ouse ,

gon—that long we will miss the

: rthwest forest solitudes. To Lyls
i "- h'.npruant ihr“hnr!tlgn of ‘the nation; a

e

‘by high waées, short‘hours or

the more recent paid vaca-
tions."”

As basic precautionary meas-
ures Watts has urged five re-

quirements for better forestry:

1. Insure the leaving of need-
ed seed trees of desirable spe-
cies and prevent the unneces-
sary destruction of reproduc-
tion and immature young
growth.

2. Insure safeguarded use and
control of fire, including exer-
cise of preventive measures.

3. Prevent clear cutting and
deforestation unless positive as-
surance is forthcoming of nat-
ural restocking or, if need be,
of replanting.

4. Prevent the use of destruc-
tive logging methods and equip-
ment.

5. Prevent excessive grazing
in eritical run-off, erosion and
forest reproduction areas.

Some of these proposals are
already in effect. A number of
lumber companies have adopt-
ed them. The 1941 session of
the Oregon state legislature, at
the urging of Governor Charles
A. Sprague, enacted laws re-
quiring a certain proportion of
trees to be spared in the cut-
ting of timber. These trees will
serve to seed the land for a new
growth, Many lumbermen have
voluntarily abandoned the old
“eut out and get out” philoso-
phy and have undertaken stren-
uous conservation programs.

Watts regards the Pacific
northwest as the one region in
the land where a substantial
growth of timber can be perpet-
uated. In other regions entirely
new starts must be made. “The
Pacific northwest,” he said not
long ago, “'still has vast areas of
virgin forests, in spite of the
fact that we already have cut
out the better half of the tim-
ber of Washington and are be-
ginning to concentrate in Ore-
gon. The Douglas fir belt in
western Oregon and Washing-
ton has one-third of the remain-
ing old growth timber of conti-
nental United  States.”

Watts has frequently declared
that adequate reforestation is
dependent upon effective fire
control. Otherwise, in his opin-
ion,.the new trees will simply
constitute a fire trap. Small
trees, scattered among under:
brush, are mostly tinder. “In
many places,” he once told a
meeting of lumber workers, Ja
tree-planting program would 'be
providing fuel for fires which
will occur unless a nationwide
program for ‘protecting all for-
est lands from fire gives insur-
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allowed, then restricted to the
off-season. There are winter
ranges which must be held for
game, and there are areas
where the system of timber cut-
ting must be varied to meet
public demands,

CO-OPERATION: .

Insures All Groups
Of Forest Equipment

“But, by and large, we can
do all of these things on the
same area if there is a fine de-
gree of co-operation between
the different classes of users; if
we have tolerance of the other
fellow's views and he of ours.
Probably no single use can be

enjoyed 100 per - cent under’

this multiple-use administration.
But the stockman can enjoy 75
per cent of the things he wants.

The. wildlifer can have perhaps:

75 per cent as much big game

as” he+would: have.,with .com- ;

plete elimination of livestock,
““The recreationist ‘can get an

'though

he travels and destroyed the
wild flowers. That’s multiple
use. It’s tolerance with the other
man's viewpoint so that our
vast wilderness can do the most
to improve our conditions.” ¢

This statement epitomizes the
kind of chief forester Lyle F.
Watts will probably be. An ar-
dent conservationist, he never-
theless believes that the wvast
national forests of the United
States can be adjusted to all
the demands of a complex so-
ciety, in war as well as in
peace. Once he told me that an
old pioneer in eastern Oregon

some areas. looli b
immediately after loggmg or-a
band of sheep has trailed a road’

patxenl After a journey in
eastern Oregon, Watts observed
to Justice William O. Douglas of
the supreme court that he had
seen some uplands grazed bare
and that grazing would+have to
be watched.
¢« Lyle Watts will not be the
desk-pounding, noisy type of ex-
ecutive, He is essentially quiet.
Around the logs of a leaping
fire in the woods, I have seen
him say less than anyone else
in the group, although he best
of all was qualified to comment
on the topics of conversation.
But when he did talk, every
one listened and what he .said
was generally right to the core
of the subject. “Mr, Walls
knows an awful lot about thc
woods, doesn't he?” young Jim-
my -Rosenman, son of Judge
Samuel I. Rosenman, asked me
on: a drive up the Hood river
valley:.-one :sunny afternioon
three .years ago. *

Watts’ friends in the Paciﬁc
northwest are_legion. They iin-
clude fellow foresters like Jack

i .;-‘

nel  Greeley, wildnke _author-
ities -like William L. Finley,
forestry experts like Dr. George
W. Peavey, planners like Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Roy Bessey. Not
for many years has anyone
from the far west been elevated
to the principal forestry posi-
tion in the land. Men who
have been associated with Lyle
F. Watts feel certain he will
establish a distinguished prece-
dent. And they also point to the
advantage of having America’s
forest resources supervised by a
man thoroughly familiar with
the dominant forest region of
the continent, the Pacific north-
west.

Three years ago Lyle Watts, left, and the author, center, took
Judge Samuel L. Rosenman, one of' President Roosevelt's
chief advisers, to Timberline lodge, high on Mount Hood. Ros-
enman was much impressed with Watts’ forestry knowledqge.




may pe of interest to some of the

The fellowing ini ¥ :
of the Forest Service “femily":

for ion m
current and retlired members

Mrs. Nell B.(nee Eowman) Wetts, the widow of Lyle F. Watts
(chief of the Forest Service 1942~52), dled peacefully in
her sleep eerly Msrch 28, 1983, at Ave M2ria Convelescent
Hospiltal in Monterey, Celifornia. B8She was 95 years old -
born Januasry 29, 18828, in Park City, Utzsh.

She 1s survived by & son = Gordon Lyle Watts, of nearby
Carmel, Calilfornias - 2nd by six grandchildren and four great-
grendchildren. Gordon, hls wife Virginia, and two of thne
grand-daughters were with her shortly Before her death. She
was weak but serene and still smiling. .
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0500 Center Street, Apsrtment 10
Carmel, California, 93923
January 27, 1982

Mr. Charles P. Teague, Jr.

Director of Administrative Mesnagement
Forest Service

U. S. Depertment of Agriculture
Weshington, D. C. 20013

Dear Chuck:

8ince I wrote to you on Februery 23, 1981, some further infor-
metion sbout my fother (Lyle F. Watts) hes been provided to me.
This mekes 1t deslreble for me to meke some substantial ghanges
_in some of the.data which I provided to you then, in Items No.
1, 2, 3, and 6, in the writeup titled “"LYLE FORD WATTS - BIO-
GRAPHICAL DATA".

It appears to be simpler to rewrite these items completely than
to 2ttempt to détail the changes individually. The revised
items are enclosed.

necently, while I was visiting our daughter in Senta Cruz, I
talked briefly by phone to Ronald Fahl of the Forest History
Soclety. I told him I wes sending you these choanges. He sug-
gested that I _send a copy directly to him, in cese time might
be important in the biogrephical project.” I am doing this.

Please feel free to contact me if it 2ppeers that I can be of
gny further service.

Warmest regards to you and anyone else I may still know 1In the
Waghington Office.

Sincerely,
T A

\V,

Gordon L. Watis

Enclosure
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LYLE FORD WATTS - REVISED BICGRAPHICAL DATA
(Provided by Gordon L. Watts 1/27/82)

My fether, Lyle Ford Watts, was born on the Wattis family
farm (settled on by Lyleﬁkrandfether, Daniel Philmore Wattis,
in 1875 - farm size unknown) in Section 28, Lincoln Township,
Cerro Gordo County, Iowa (near Clesr lLake) on November 18,
1890. Lyle's middle name probably came from his mother's
mother (his grandmother) Jean Ford, whose father (Lyle's
great grandfather) was James Ford.

Lyle's parents were James A. Watts and Mary Jane Liggzett,
who were merried on April 27, 1879. (Some fzmily records
show his mother's name as "leggit™, and others as "Ligget™
and "Ligzitt", but the first spellingz wes used by Lyle.

James was born on July 3, 1851, in Gloucestershire, England,
at a place presently unknown. He died on Mey 29, 1924, in
Bellingham, Weshington. Msry Jane wss born on January 11,
1860, in M Waukon, probably Iowa (some family records show
Weukon, Wisconsin, but no such place 1s l1listed in current
atlases). She died on May 17, 1919, in Bellingham, Washing-
ton.

Information about Lyle 2nd hls brothers 2nd slsters, in the
order of their bilrths:
Name Birth Date Deeth Date Lest Reslidence

lester (Died in infancy) Jan. 14, 1880 Mar. 21, 1880 Cerro Gordo
County, Towa

Shirley A. (Brother) ? , 1883 ? » 1945 Probesbly Clear
Leke, Iowa

(Leslie) Robert (Brother) % , 1882-3%2 Unknown Fon du Lac,

Wisconsin
Alice (Sister - married
neme Meyers - twin) ¥ , 1884 Feb. 7 , 1962 Oshkosh;
Wisconein
Gledys (Sister - married
name O0¥Neill - twin) ? , 1884 Unknowan Bellingham,
Washington
Cecil Clair (Brother) Aug. 23, 1888 Aug. 9, 1969 Clear Leke,
Iowa
Lyle Ford Nov. 18, 1890 June 15, 1962 Portland,
Oregon

Availeble informetion indicates that Lyle 2nd his parents moved
to Bellingham, Washington, for about one year (1903-04) during
hls youth. However, otherwlse he 2ttended grade school snd high
school (2nd was graduated from high school) in Clear Lake, Iowa,
before attending Iowa State College in Ames.



Qéﬁﬁ (Urittgn tor Forest History Society's Encyclopedia of North American Forestry) (Jan, 1681)
\ .
Biographical Sketch of Lyle Ford Watts (1890-1962)

By Frank J. Harmon

Lyle Watts, seventh Chief of the Forest Service (1943-52), was born
November 18, 1890 near Clear Lake, Iowa, and studied forestry at Iowa State
College, Ames, receiving his B.S. degree in 1913. He later received M.S.F. and
honorary D.S¢. degrees there. As a student he had two summer jobs with the
Forest Service, which he joined upon graduation, remaining in it for over 38
years, virtually his entire career, both in field research and land management
work.

He was soon put in charge of timber survey work in Wyoming and Utah, then
directed nursery tree planting in Idaho. He served as supervisor of three
National Forests in Idaho, 1918-26, then as assistant chief, forest management,
Intermountain Region, 1926-28. For 15 months he organized and headed the
school of forestry at Utah State College, Logan, then rejoined the Forest
Service as senior silviculturist for the experiment station at Ogden, directing
watershed studies. In 1931 he became director of the experiment station at
Missoula, Mont., supervising a broad range of research studies.

In February 1936 Watts was appointed North Central Regional Forester at
Milwaukee, Wis., during a period of largescale establishment and expansion of
National Forests in that region. Three years later he took the same post for
the heavily forested Pacific Northwest Region at Portland, Ore. In the fall of
1942 he was special assistant to SeEretary of Agriculture Claude Wickard for
farm labor activities. On Januaryfi£g1943 he became Chief of the Forest
Service, serving during the critical war and postwar period when many special
forest product and planning projects were undertaken.

Watts wasigarnest advocate of State, private, and Federal cooperation to

assure more efficient and less wasteful timber harvesting methods by operators



on privately owned land, backed up by Federal regulation as a last resort.
However, Federal regulation never became law, and in this respect he was
unsuccessful as had been his like-minded predecessors, Gifford Pinchot, Henry
Graves, Ferdinand Silcox, and Earle Clapp. Nevertheless, conditions gradually
improved through State laws and the good example of some major firms. Watts
also helped get much important cooperative legislation passed that advanced
forestry nationwide, particularly technical services to landowners.

Watts himself regarded his major accomplishments as Chief as a more than 20
percent reduction in cattle grazing on national forest lands in 10 years
despite fierce opposition, a balanced increase in timber cut up to sustained
yield levels, to meet greatly increased postwar demands, and a policy of
selecting vigorous and capable young men for leadership positions aimed at
retaining the agency's forward-looking, aggressive tradition. Watts also
helped start international forestry work under the United Nations, for which he

received an award from France. He died June 15, 1962 in Portland.

References:

Biographical file of press releases, History Section, Forest Service,

"They Never Retire," American Forests, 60:7 (July 1954), pp. 13, 52-54.

"He Guards a Forest Legacy," The Sunday Oregonian, Portland, Ore., February 21,

1943, p. 6.

Obituary, Journal of Forestry, 60:7 (July 1962), p. 582.
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Daniel Dildine (1973-74)

LYLE F. WATTS (1890-1962)

In studying Lyle F. Watts, seventh Chief of the Forest Service (1943-52)
one is impressed by the man's unassuming character, his simplicity, his
patience and tolerance: traits that belied, yet strengthened, a strong
potential for leadership. A European foresterf described Watts' role after
World War II in bringing international forestry into the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations: "It was Watts, the American, who
contributed most. He brought us what we so greatly needed--a vision and
tolerance and integrity. We trusted him." This perhaps embodied his style.

Watts gained his reputation for understatement and dedication early in his

long Forest Service career. Born in November 18, 1890 near Clear Lake in Cerro

Gordo County, Iowa, Watts tames He

A

—pebeppadeio=his nativesState~to study forestrys—perkaps-inspired-by the virgin
forests.of the-Northwesty and earned his bachelor's degree in that subject at
Iowa State College, Ames, graduating in 1913, cum laude. He worked earlier as
a student assistant during two summers for the Forest Service in Utah and
Minnesota.

Shortly after graduation he spent his last two dollars on train fare to
Forest Service Intermountain Region headquarters at Ogden, Utah. There the
lean, shy 23-year-old announced his presence with a humble "reporting for duty,
Sir," and gratefully accepted an advance on his first month's pay. He felled
trees, saddled horses, cleaned stables, and learned forestry from the ground
up. Exact knowledge of the timber resources of the National Forests was scarce
at the time. The need for information was met by crews of young foresters

engaged in mapping and timber surveys--timber reconnaissance. This was



considered a sort of finishing school for new foresters itching for a taste of
western National Forests. The work was hard, the hours long and usually spent
in rugged terrain. Watts gained a reputation as one of the best men on the
trail. At the end of a day of bushwhacking he could tell his compan#ions
around the campfire the conditions of the range, the flow of the streams, the
quality of the timber, the survival opportunities of the wildlife. Watts could
read the wilderness, detect symptoms of distress, much as a doctor diagnoses a
patient. It soon became apparent that Watts' low-profile demeanor was an
attitude, not an indication of his capabilities.

His aptitude for on-the-trail, in-the-woods diagnoses remained with him for
life. In 1947 his knowledge of the Northern Rockies, garnered years before
from many weeks of packing over high ranges, stood him in good stead. A
Congressional committee had summoned Watts, then Chief, to a stormy hearing on
grazing rights held in Grand Junction, Colo. An embittered rancher thinking to
call Watts to task addressed him, "Mister, you're just one of those swivel
chair guys from Washington. I don't believe you know a damned thing about
ranching." Watts pointed to a wall map and asked the rancher whether he'd ever
been up through several of the more remote passes. The rancher grudgingly said
no, he hadn't. Watts had been, and recently. He had seen the eroded soil, the
result of overgrazing by that very same rancher's cattle. His on-the-ground
inspection tours and informal surveys as Chief provided him with a warehouse of
important information about the back country.

Young Watts spent his first two Forest Service years as a forest assistant
doing timber recggaissance work in the Intermountain Region. During this
period he met Nell Bowman in Ogden and married her. Ascending through the

ranger grades to forest examiner, deputy supervisor and supervisor of the Boise

&
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National Forest, then from 1920 to 1926 serving successively as Supervisor of
the Weiser and Idaho National Forests, all in Idaho, Watts continued with quiet
persistence to make a name for himself.

During his days as forest examiner on the Cache National Forest, Idaho,
Watts was also charged with nursery production of trees for forest plantings.
He was sent to Pocatello, Idaho, and put in charge of 25 men with food and
supplies to plant trees in the dry sagethSh country. It seemed certain to
Watts the trees would die, and the waste of sugar, flour, and money during
wartime (World War II) seemed criminal. Watts wrote to Lee Kneipp, the
Regional Forester, and expressed his views. Kneipp insisted Watts continue
with the work. Later, the job completed, Kneipp commented on the episode and
established a career guidepost for Watts: "You did a good job, Watts. It
wouldn't have been a test of your ability if you had had confidence in what you
were doing. You made it a real test by doing a good job anyway." The trees
died but Watts' reputation grew.

In 1926 he was made forest inspector at Ogden. In 1928 he received his
honorary master of forestry degree from Iowa State College. That spring he
left the Forest Service to organize and direct the School of Forestry at the
Utah State Agricultural College. In the fall of 1929 he returned to the Forest
Service as senior silviculturist of the Intermountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station at Ogden where for two years he worked on forest and
watershed studies in Utah. In 1931 he was named director of the Northern Rocky
Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station at Mﬁssou]a, Mont., where he
directed Forest Service research in Montana and Northern Idaho. Watts was a
scholar as well as a woodsman. Forestry to him meant scientific understanding

of the growth of timber. Indeed with his frameless glasses, high forenead,



thin face and quiet manner, Watts looked more a college professor than a ranger.

During his term as girector of the Experiment Station he worked on a
portion of the comprehe;sive study of the western public range published in
1936, entitled "The Western Range--A Great But Neglected Resource." Prepared
by a corps of Forest Service specialists, it revealed the massive degradation
of the range from many years of overrstocking and ovef'grazing, and the urgent
need for restoration and conservation. Elevating range management to the high
level of timber management remained a major goal for him. In an evaluation of
his accomplishments as Chief, he put a reduction of more than 20 percent in
national forest range use by cattle at the top of the list.

In 1936 Watts was appointed Regional Forester of the North Central Region
with headguarters in Milwaukee, Wis. The region--embracing the National
Forests of I1linois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and
Wisconsin--was undergoing large-scale public land acquisition and reforestation
to restore its once great timber resource. In 1939 he was transferred to
Portland, Oreg., in charge of the North Pacific (now Pacific Northwest)
Region. There he gained an intimate knowledge of the intricacies and problems
of our nation's most heavily forested area.

In the fall of 1942 Watts was called to Washington, D.C., as a special
assistant to Secretary of Agriculture Claude Wickard for wartime farm labor
activities. His experience in employing, organizing, and dealing with skilled
and unskilled workers, and his extensive contacts with livestock men,
construction outfits, and the public, made him an ideal choice. The previous
two years he had served as chairman of the Department's regional committee on
postwar planning. On January 8, 1943, Watts was appointed Chief of the Forest

Service. With 30 years as a career forester under his belt; experience as a



regional research director, a field worker, director of 2 National Forest
regions and service in 4 out of the 10 regions, Watts was eminently suited for
the position that John Muir and Theodore Roosevelt had both called one of
sacred trust. Watts took this concept seriously, once remarking: "Sorta makes
you feel good all over to know your country trusts you with all this (the vast
acreage of National Forests). And the thing that keeps you on your toes
is--will the next generation think you've done all right by 'em?"

Lyle Watts' first duty as Chief Forester was to insure sufficient timber
for a nation at war. As a stern advocate of sustained yield he also had to see
that forest reserves remained for the next generation. His mandate was to use
the forests, his creed was to preserve them for future productivity. War
demand for lumber was prodigious; the emphasis was on use.

Early in the war it was recognized that lumber output was lagging. The
Forest Service joined with the War Production Board in proposing a plan to
utilize its far-flung field organization in a cooperative effort to stimulate
maximum private timber output. The plan was violently opposed by the lumber
industry, which claimed that there was no need for the plan, whereas the real
fear was the threat of federally regqulated cutting practices. The original
plan was dropped under pressure. Yet the Board, facing increasing shortages in
supplies, found that special efforts to maintain output of forest products was
essential. A modified plan, the Timber Production War Project, was put into
effect. This boosted sagging production and at the same time encouraged
logging methods that left trees for future use. It's notable that the
President's approval of the modified plan was subject to the understanding that
where Federal aid was advanced, there had to be provisions to prevent

destructive forest practices.



6
Watts' forest policy was summed up succinctly by former Chief William B.

Greeley, using Watts' favorite symbol for his philosophy, the tripod. "One leg
stood for the National Forests. He believed there had to be a larger backlog
of forests in public ownership to stabilize the situation. The second leg was
cooperation. The government should bring about as much of the needed
betterment as it could by cooperation with the States and private owners. The
third leg was regulation. He believed the program would be incomplete without
Federal power, as a last resort to stop destructive cutting."

Watts believed regqulation was vital to assure continued productivity of
forest lands--to insure timber for the war effort, stability for communities
and industries primarily dependent upon forest industries, emergency employment
for demobilized troops after the war, and to provide for the timber needs of
the country during postwar reconstruction. Watts saw the war as aggravating a
trend of forest deterioration and depletion. He was particularly disturbed
over a well-financed forest industries publicity campaign assuring the public
ample precautions were already in use on private lands to insure the nation's
future timber needs. However, Federal regulation never became law. In this
legislative effort Watts failed as did Clapp, Silcox, and Pinchot before him,
and with McArdle, his successor, regulation ceased being a major issue.

Some 2,000 employees left the Forest Service to enter the armed forces
during World War II. Watts was nonetheless able to maintain the Agency's
efficiency while also performing numerous special war jobs. These jobs
included the guayule rubber project, large-scale logging of Sitka spruce in
Alaska to provide lightweight frames for fighter aircraft, surveys of quinine,
balsa, and other special forest product resources in Latin America, and
emergency fire protection measures including a program that Watts personﬁa11y
supervised to train conscientious objectors to fight forest fires. Although

the war effort was paramount, forest conservation legislation was not entirely



neglected. The Cooperative Sustained Yield Forest Management Act of 1944

lrgﬁébﬂgd communities and industries dependent on Federal forest resources access
to Federal stumpage without competitive bidding. Legislation appropriating
funds for advancing the nation-wide forest survey and increasing cooperative
fire and reforestation work with the States was passed. The war years were
full years indeed for the Service and its Chief.

Significant legislation improving cooperation between Federal and State
governments and private landowners followed, including the Forest Pest Control
Act of 1947 and the Cooperative Forest Management Act of 1950. The first
established Government responsibility for protection of all forest lands from
destruction by insects and disease. The second superseded the earlier
Norris-Doxey Act and increased cooperation between the Department of
Agriculture and the States in providing technical services to private
landowners. Also in 1950 Watts, who had labored long in promoting and planning
the project, launched the Timber Resource Review, a comprehensive appraisal of
forest conditions in the United States. It was carried forward during
McArdle's term.

Cooperation and technical help in forestry throughout the world became an
issue after World War II, and Lyle Watts played a key role in making it
viable. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ),
dedicated to alleviating world food and shelter problems, was a humanitarian
result of the war. Lyle Watts represented the United States on a technical
committee which pressed FAO to include international forestry in the scope of
its activities. The committee's report, known as the "Third Report to the
Governments of the United Nations," was a landmark conservation document. It

defined the integral position of forestry in the world's economy. Watts was



later appointed chairman of FAO's standing advisory committee on forestry.
International forestry consciousness today owes much to Watts for his efforts
in its behalf.

True to his dictum that "leadership rested with young men," and feeling
that "domination by old-timers would sap the crusading spi$$“ of the agency, A
Watts retired at the age of 62 in 1952. He thus followed a policy he himself
began, of early retirement of leaders, once his earlier self-imposed task of
finding "vigorous and capable younger men to replace" leaders who were becoming
too old to "remain aggressive" and "forward looking." Watts remained active.
His 38-year career with the Forest Service including 9 1/2 years as Chief made
him a sought;after authority on national forestry matters. He returned to
Portland, Oreg., and involved himself in conservation activities, serving as
chairman of the Interim Committee to study Oregon's water resources.

Watts received the Croix du Chevalier de la Merite Agricole from France in
1947 for his work in world forestry. His alma mater, Iowa State College,
awarded him an honorary Doctor's degree and the Alumni Merit Award. In 1950 he
received a USDA Distinguished Service Award for "leadership in advancing the
conservation of United States and world forest resources." These honors
evidenced his devotion to world conservation and his effectiveness in its
cause. Lyle Watts died June 15, 1962. Conservationists and foresters mourned
the passing of a sta}ert ally.. w
FHARMON:ac:1/28/81:2604A
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(—main _achievements .
VT Aqce durine his tenure as Chiel
:{E} Mr. Watts replied, “Shortly after be-

coming Chief, I decided that man-
acement ol watershed aund range
lands in the national forests must be
brought up to the high level ol tim-
ber management we had attained in
the previous 40 years. As a result,
we started to bring our house in or-
der, so to speak.

“The ground for this new policy
had been laid by the comprehensive
study of the western range published
in 1936 (Senate Document 199, 7ith
Congress, 2nd Scssiun)_._ '111::_‘ wo;'k.
prepared by a corps ot Forest Service
specialists, among whom I was one,
revealed ‘the [earful deterioration of
the range, much of which was in na-
tional forest, and the urgent need for
restorative and above all recupera-
Live measures.

“1 was convinced that we couldn’t
continue to overstock and overgraze
without inviting more devegetation
and erosion, and inomany areas wa-
tershed ruin.  Although the reduc-
tion in cattle nwubers on critical
ranges wasn't populac with stockmen
—to sav the least—we stubborniy
stk to the policy.  Opposition
reached a climax shortly alter the
end of the war, when the stockmen,
with the help of some members of
Congress, tried to pass legislation to
stop us. But our forest supervisors
carried on, with the backing of the
Secretary of Agriculture, and some-
times in the face of personal harass-
ment and vilification.

“In ten vears we elfected a reduc-
tion of more than 20 percent in_an-
nual month-use by cattle of national
forest range. The reduction should
have been larger, but in my opinion
it constitutes a substantial record,
and has helped to build up many
ranges and halt the ruin of impor-
tant watersheds. G

@ “The second major policy change
vhich I sponsored as Chief Forester

was to increase the timber cut on the
national forests, warking circle by
working circle, and bringing it up,
wherever possible, to sustained-vield

“During the depression of the 30's
the lumber industry had insisted that

J

~
b
3

J

/

. o~
the Forest Service should not cut ™

much of its timber, in order to re-

serve the market for private owners. 3«

Recognizing the validizv of this arzu-
ment, the Service under President
Hoover originated the policy of sell-
ing national {orest tiraber only where
it was needed to keep local sawinills
in eperation. When we entered the
war demands for lumber skyrocketed,

and pressure wounted ta open up

national forest stands. The Forest

Service threw all i available en-

ergies into its job of helping to win

the war, During the vears 1943-32
the national {orest timber cut jumped
from one and one-hall billion to
nearly five billion feet annually,
without impairing sustained vield.
Had Congress given us adequate
money to build access roads, the an-
nual harvest could have risen to six
and one-half billion fect.

“Thus, the policy inaugurated by
Gitford Pinchot that national forest
timber should be held in reserve to
ctshion the shock resulting from
overcutting of private lands was an
eminent success. Without the heavy
contributions ol the national ferests,
the shortage ot sawlogs would have

cen far more acute.
(37"The third major policy change
during my tenure as Chief dealt with

the administrati he Forest Serv-
(Turn to page 52)

FORESTS

They New

{(I'rom P

ice, Fuem UOVETIIMEnND agency st
wuard against the tatal dry ot which
sets it with age. A critcism often
huried against old-line agencies is
that tirey are backward rather than
larward looking. unable to adjust to
the times.

“It seemed to me that the magnif-
cent  organization which Pinchot,
Graves, Greeley, and others had put
together could not remain aggres-
sive unless leadership rested with
voung men. Domination bv old-
timers would sap the crusading spirit
and impair the Forest Service's crn-
cial role.

“One of my persist ks, there-
fore, was wo find vigorous and capa-
Lle vounger men to replace those
who dropped out of positions of
leadership through  retirement or
other causes. A study made a few
vears ago showed that the average
age ol the incumbents of the top 50
positions in the Forest Service was
about eight years less than it had
been en years previously.

“Moreover, the tarted to
build a waditon of earlv retirement
—about 62 years of age. This tradi-
tion is still largely in effect. I have
lived up to it mysell by retiring at 62,
and am still convinced that it is
sound both tor the individua! and
the organization.”
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WATTS, Lyle Ford, forester; b. Cerro Gordo County,
Ia., Mv 18 1890; s. James A. and Mary Jane (Lig-
gett) W.; B.Se. in forestry, Ia. State Coll., 1913,
M.F., 19"8 m. Nell Bowman, Dee. 3, 1915; children
—Gordon Lyle, Arline June. Forest asst.,, U.S. For-
est Service, 1913, forest examiner, 1917, asst. forest
supervisor, 1918, supervisor, Weiser Nat. Forest, 1920,
supervisor, Ida. Nat. Forest, 1922 forest insp
1926; dean Sch. of Forestry, Utah State Agrl
1928; with U.S. Forest Service since 1929,
culturist, Intermountain Forest and Range JXpt. Sta,,
1929-30; dir., North Roecky \qunt.un vorest  and
Range Expt. Sta., 1931-36; ester, North
Central Region (compnsm" ., Ia., Mich.,,
\lo N.D,, 0. and Wis.), 1f 6-39 egional forester,

Pacific’ Region (Wash. an 1939-42; chxef
US Forest Service. Mem e -\m Foresters, \m
Forestry Assn,, A.A.A.S., Iz alton League, A‘phu
Zeta, Phi Kappa Phi, Pre erian, Mason. Club:
Cosmos. Conibr., of numer scientific articles to
tech. jours. and reports off Dept. of Agr. IHome:
1911 R St. N.W. Office: U.S. Forest Service, Dep'u't-
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.
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LYLE F. WATTS NAVED IEY CHIEF

Secretary of Agriculture ickard today snnounced the appointment of Lyle F.
Vatts, former Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, and in recent months
an essistunt to the Secretary, as Chief of the Forest Service.

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the death of F. A. Silcox, who
was Chief of the Forest Service from 1933 to 1939. Earle H. Clapp has been
in charge as Acting Chief since Mr. Silcox's death. i

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890. He received the
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the Ious State College in 1913;
was granted the professional degree of laster of Forestry in 1928. He
entered the Forest Service July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the
Vyoming National Forest.

Lr. Viatts has had broed training for tue assignment as Chief of the Forest
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of the mdministra-
tive brench of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research branch, including
four years as Director of the Northern Rocky Mountein Forest and Range
Experiment Station; and two years in the field of forestry education during
which time he organized the Schocl of Forestry at the Uteh Agricultural
College. Mr. Watts' work in the Forest Service has been in four of the
nine Netional Forest regions. His early work was in the Intermountain
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. His research experience wes in
the Northern Rocky Mountain Region with headquerters at Missoula, Montana. /
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Central Region, .
which includes the Nationel Forests of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigsan,
lMinnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Visconsin. In 1939 he wes transferred to
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, with head-
quarters at Portland, Oregon,

For the pust two years Mr. Watts has been Chairmen of the Department of
Agriculture committee dealing with post-wer planning for the Pacific Northe-
west.

Because of his wide experience in employing, orgenizing, end Adealimg with
skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with livestock men,
construction outfits and the publie, he was brought to Vashington last
full to assist the Secretary in the activities of the Department related
to ferm labor.

Secretary Viickard said, "Mr. Watts' broad experience and understanding of
the country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our
forest land will be of particular value in wartime. He has a sound grasp
of a progrem designed to meet the requirements of this emergency es well as
the long range needs of the nation in conserving and developing its forest;‘
lends." :
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LYLE F. WATTS IJAMED ITEVW CRHIEF

Secretary of Agriculture "ickard today snnounced the apnointment of Lyle F.
Vatts, former Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, and in recent months
an assistunt to the Secretary, as Chief of the Forest Service.

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the death of F. A. Silcox, who
was Chief of the Forest Service frem 1933 to 1939. Earle H. Clapp has been
in charge as Acting Chief since Mr. Silcox's death.

Mr., Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890. He received the
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the Ious State College in 1913;
was granted the professional degree of lMaster of Forestry in 19Z8. ke
entered the Forest Service July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the
Wyoming National Forest.

Mr. Watts has had broad training for tine assignment as Chief of the Forest
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of the administra-
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research branch, including
four years as Director of the Northern Rocicy Mountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station; and two years in the field of forestry education during
which time he organized the School of Forestry at the Utah Agricultursal
College. Mr. Watts' work in the Forest Service has been in four of the
nine National Forest regions. His early work was in the Intermountain
Rezion, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. His research experience was in
the Northern Rocky Mountain Region with headgquearters at Missoula, Montana.
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Central Region,
which includes the National Forests of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 1939 he was transferred to
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, with head-
quarters at Portland, Oregon,

For the past two years Mr. Watts has been Chairman of the Department of
Agriculture committee dealing with post-war planning for the Pacific North-
west.

Because of his wide experience in employing, organizing, end Adeeling with
skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with livestock men,
construction cutfits and the public, he was brought to Vashington last
fall to assist the Secretary in the activities of the Department related
to farm lsbor.

Secretary Viickard said, "Mr. Watts' broad experience and understznding of
the country's need for protecting and meintaining the productivity of our
forest 1and will be of particular value in wartime. He has a sound grasp
of a program designed to meet the requirements of this emergency as well as
the long range needs of the nation in conserving and developing its forest
lands."



oy Ton. 8,045

{
g
11

LYLE F. WATTS NAMED IIEY CHIEF

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard today announced the appointment of Lyle F.
Vatts, former Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, and in recent months
an assistunt to the Secretary, as Chief of the Forest Service.

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the death of F. A. Silcox, who
was Chief of the Forest Service from 1933 to 1939, Earle H. Clapp has been
in charge as Acting Chief since Mr. Silcox's death.

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890. He received the
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa State College in 1913;
was granted the professional degree of Master of Forestry in 1928. He
entered the Forest Service July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the

. Wyoming National Forest.

Mr, VWatts has had broad training for tue assignment es Chief of the Forest
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of the administra-
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research braunch, including
four years as Director of the Northern Rocky Mountein Forest and Range
Experiment Stetion; and two years in the field of forestry education during
which time he organized the School of Forestry at the Utsh Agricultural
College. Mr. Watts' work in the Forest Service has been in four of the
nine Netional Forest regions. His early work was in the Intermountain
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. His research experience was in
the Northern Rocky Mountain Region with headquerters at Missoula, Montana. /
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Centrel Region, ,
which includes the National Forests of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigen,
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Visconsin. In 1939 he was transfaerred to
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, with head-"
quarters at Portland, Oregon.

For the pest two years Mr., VWetts has been Chairmen of the Department of
Agriculture committee dealing with post-war planning for the Pacific Northe
west.

Because of his wide experience in employing, organizing, end dealimg with
skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contects with livestock men,
construction outfits and the publie, he was brought to Washington last
fall to assist the Secretary in the activities of the Department related
to ferm labor.

Secretary Vickard seid, "Mr., Watts' broad experience end understending of
the country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our
forest land will be of particular value in wartime. He hes a sound grasp
of & program designed to meet the requirements of this emergency es well as
the long range needs of the nation in conserving and developlng its foresﬁ‘
lands." ;



LYLE F. WATTS
Chief, United States Forest Service

s - Lyle F. Wetts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, lovember 18,
1890, After ~raduasting from Iowa State College with & B. Se. Derree in
 forestry, he entered the Forest Service, Us S. Department of Agriculture,
- in 1913. He spent two years as forest mssistant on what is now the
Bridrer National Forest, Wyoming, and the Targhee Netional Forest in

Ideho, and three yesrs as forest examiner on the wesatch and Cache lational
Forests, Utah, end Idaho, and the Bridger National Forest, assisting in
timber survey work and graezing activitiess On the Cache National Forest

he also had charge of production of trees for forest planting at Pocatello
Nurserye

In 1918 Mr. Wetts became deputy forest supservisor of the Boise
National Forest, Idehoe From late in 1920 to 1926, he served successively
as supervisor of the Weiser and Ideho National Forests in Idahoe On March 1,
1926, he was trensferred to the Intermountain Regional Office at Ogden, Utah,
as assistant in forest management. The regional office has jurisdiction
over Forest Service activities in Utah, southern Idaho, western Wiyoming,
and Nevadas .

Mr. wetts left the Forest Service in 1928 to organize the School of
Forestry of the Utah Agricultural Collezee. A year later he reentered the
Forest Service to serve at the Intermountain Forest Experiment Station,
Ogden, Utah, where he directed silvies investipations and inaugurated ime
portant erosion-streamflow studies in southern Idahoe. On August 1, 1931,
he was transferred to the Northerr Rocky Mountein Forest Experiment Sta-
tion, with headquarters at Missoula, Monteanae As Director of the Station
he supervised forest research activities, imeluding silvies, rance, forest
products, forest economics, and forest influence investipations, end coord=-
ineted the research of the Station with that of other agencies in related
fieldse

In 1936 he went to Milweukee, “isconsin, as Rerional Forester in
charce of the North Central Rerion, embracing National Forests in Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, and
Wisconsin, where & large program of public land mcquisition and reforestation
was under way. On April 1, 1939, he beceme Regional Foresier in charge of
the North Pacific Region (Washington and Oregon), with headquarters at
Portlend. In Jenuary of 1943 lir. Watts became Chief of the Forest Services

Mr. Watts is a member of Alpha Zeta, honorary agricultural fraternity;
Phi Keppe Phi, honorary science fraternity; the Society of American For-
’ioatera, the Anerican Forestry Associat ion, and the American Assoczation Lor -
thn Advancement of Sciences -
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For Bettfer
Tree Marking

leads the way

Specially formulated to do the job
better, easier and more economi-
cally. Non-settling and non-skin-
ning. No stirring — no plugging of
guns — saves time. Greater visi-
bility and covering capacity — saves
paint. Extremely durable — and
— quality controlled to assure uni-
formity of every shipment.

WITH BETTER TOOLS

The Nelson “Aero-Spot” is the only
aerosol can containing real tree mark-
ing paint — Nelson's specially developed
paint for forestry work. For identifying
trees or logs by banding, numbering or
lettering. Ideal for C.F.I. work, bound-
ary marking, seed tree marking, small
scale or intermittent tree marking.

“NEL-SPOT" D-103 MARKING GUN for Nelson
quarts. BACK-PACK AND SIDE-PACK for Nelson
galions. “NEL-SPOT" PAINT HAMMER for end
marking.
You save with the combination of NELSON PAINT and the
proper “Nel-Spot"” marking tool. You will find that the best
is the most economical.

Write
THE NELSON PAINT COMPANY

Box 349, Iron Mountain, Mich.
Box 1892, Montgomery, Ala.
Box 402, McMinnville, Ore.

THREE PLANTS TO SERVE YOU

Spring Meeting, Southern
California Section

One hundred California foresters
and their wives attended the annual
spring meeting of the Southern Cali-
fornia Section of the Society of Amer-
ican Foresters last May in Riverside
at the Azure Hills Country Club. New
Section officers elected at the meeting
were: Carl Hickerson, U. S. Forest
Service, Mentone, chairman; Ed Corpe,
U. 8. Forest Service, Pasadena, vice
chairman; and Robert Laneaster, U. S.
Forest Service, Fontana, secretary.
Career Guidance Chairman Ralph Van
Wagner reported on the successful
First Annual Junior Forestry and
Conservation Conference, co-sponsored
by Section members. A field trip to
the Big® Bear Timber Company and
Big Bear Particle Board Produets
plant near Redlands finished the day's
activities. Members and wives par-
ticipated in the spring banquet in the
evening at the Country Club.

Dox K. PorRTER
Publicity Chairman

KK

Oscar Montgomery Evans
(1878-1962)

Oscar Montgomery Evans, 83, died
at his home in Berkeley, Calif., after
a brief illness on June 9.

Born in Chatham, Ontario, Canada,
November 15, 1878, Mr. Evans re-
ceived his B.S. in forestry from the
University of Michigan in 1910.

Virtually all of his active ecareer
was spent in Region Five of the U. S.
Forest Service where he was in charge
of timber surveys for many years.
After his retirement from the Forest
Service, he worked for some time for
the American Forest Produets Com-
pany.

He had been a member of the So-

ciety of American Foresters since
1915,

LyrLe F. Warrs
S Ry

visor of the Weiser and the Idas Ng-

tional Forests, and as forest insipefir
'in the Ogden, Utah, regional offiee,

In 1928 Mr. Watts left the Feresit

[ Serviee to organize and dire the
5 forestry school at Utah State Agrice!-
{ tural College.
| Returning to the Service in 193%he
| began work in research at the Infer
E mountain Forest and Range Erperi:
ment Station and two years lafer be-
came director of the Northern Ruey
Mountain Station.

From 1936 to 1939 Mr. Watts Wt

regional forester of the North Cesfwr|
Region of the Forest Service. He Hen
assumed the equivalent post in the Fic-
cific Northwest Region. He wag@f
pointed chief of the Forest Berner tid
Jannary 1943, from which positionipe
retired in June 1952 after a dish
guished career marked with many ‘MQ
ors. Among these were the Depat.
ment of Agriculture Distimnhfé‘
Service Award, the Croix da Chevalier
de la Merite Agricole by the govrrv-
ment of France, an honorary Docfiex
degree and the Alumni Merit Avs

. Lyle E. Watts (1890.1962)

Lyle F. Watts, former chief of the
U. 8. Forest Service, died in Portland,
Ore., June 15, after a long illness at
the age of 71.

Mr. Watts was born at Clear Lake,
Towa, November 19, 1890, He ob-
tained his B.S. in forestry from Towa
State College in 1913 and his Master
degree from that institution in 1928.
Entering the Forest Service in July
1913 he began early to progress uﬁ-
ward through the ranks in national
forest administration. He served sue-
cessively as assistant supervisor of the
Boise National Forest in Idaho, super-

from Towa State College.

Mr. Watts served as chairman of .
standing advisory committee on forsivy
try of the Food and Agriculture bv-
ganization of the United Nations.
was United States represenlatml‘_tf-‘
many international meetings involvid¥
conservation.

Mr. Watts became a member of B2
Society of American Foresters 1t 92
and was elected a Fellow in 1945

Edward J. Whalen (1913196

Edward J. Whalen, 48, district ff
ester of New York State Conservs~™
Department Distriet No. 5, died
denly on June 7.
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Lyle F. Watts

They

Never

Retire

*4n American Forests Profile

JuLy,

1954

HEN Lyle F. Watts stepped
i R / down as Chief Forester two
years ago after 38 years with
the Forest Service he returned to
Portland, Oregon, in his native
Northwest. However, his “retire-
ment” to 5650 Sandycrest Terrace in
the City of the Roses was very tem-
porary. Like thousands of other pro-
fessional and business leaders, Mr.
Watts quickly showed that the word
“retirement” is mostly a figure of
speech in the American language
these days. The Izaak Walton League
promptly signed him up for special
work. More recently Mr. Watts was
called in to serve as chairman of the
Interim Committee to study Ore-
gon’s water resources. Other assign-
ments continue to beckon. In a
word, Mr. Watts continues to be a
very busy man.

Watts is known to thousands of
people in the United States due to
his long career with the Forest Serv-
ice, including nine-and-a-half years
as Chief. It is not uncommon to
hear people remark “What does
Lyle Watts think” of such and such
an issue or subject. And while
Former Chiel Watts has been very
actively engaged in the Northwest
in a variety of undertakings, the
fact dawned on AMERICAN FORESTs
recently that not too much has
been heard from him nationally
since he left the Washington, D. C.
scene. Accordingly, it was decided to
ask Mr. Watts how he views his long
career in the Forest Service in retro-
spect and what his opinions are on
forestry progress today.

First asked what he regards as the
main achievements in the Forest
Service during his tenure as Chief,
Mr. Watts replied, “Shortly after be-
coming Chief, 1 decided that man-
agement of watershed and range
lands in the national forests must be
brought up to the high level of tim-
ber management we had attained in
the previous 40 years. As a result,
we started to bring our house in or-
der, so to speak.

“The ground for this new policy
had been laid by the comprehensive
study of the western range published
in 1936 (Senate Document 199, 74th
Congress, 2nd Session). This work,
prepared by a corps of Forest Service
specialists, among whom I was one,
revealed the fearful deterioration of
the range, much of which was in na-
tional forest, and the urgent need for
restorative and above all recupera-
tive measures.

“I was convinced that we couldn’t
continue to overstock and overgraze
without inviting more devegetation

}Cf.f:(-

and erosion, and in many areas wa-
tershed ruin. Although the reduc-
tion in cattle numbers on critical
ranges wasn’t popular with stockmen
—to say the least—we stubbornly
stuck to the policy. Op?osition
reached a climax shortly after the
end of the war, when the stockmen,
with the help of some members of
Congress, tried to pass legislation to
stop us. But our forest supervisors
carried on, with the backing of the
Secretary of Agriculture, and some-
times in the face of personal harass-
ment and vilification.

“In ten years we effected a reduc-
tion of more than 20 percent in an-
nual month-use by cattle of national
forest range. The reduction should
have been larger, but in my opinion
it constitutes a substantial record,
and has helped to build up many
ranges and halt the ruin of impor-
tant watersheds.

“The second major policy. change
which I sponsored as Chief Forester
was to increase the timber cut on the
national forests, working circle by
working circle, and bringing it up,
wherever possible, to sustained-yield
levels.

“During the depression of the 30’s
the lumber industry had insisted that
the Forest Service should not cut
much of its timber, in order to re-
serve the market for private owners.
Recognizing the validity of this argu-
ment, the Service under President
Hoover originated the policy of sell-
ing national forest timber only where
it was needed to keep local sawmills
in operation. When we entered the
war demands for lumber skyrocketed,
and pressure mounted to open up
national forest stands. The Forest
Service threw all its available en-
ergies into its job of helping to win
the war. During the years 1943-52
the national forest timber cut jumped
from one and one-half billion to
nearly five billion feet annually,
without impairing sustained yield.
Had Congress given us adequate
money to build access roads, the an-
nual harvest could have risen to six
and one-half billion feet.

“Thus, the policy inaugurated by
Gifford Pinchot that national forest
timber should be held in reserve to
cushion the shock resulting from
overcutting of private lands was an
eminent success. Without the heavy
contributions of the national forests,
the shortage of sawlogs would have
been far more acute. ;

“The third major policy change
during my tenure as Chief dealt with

the administration of the Forest Serv--

(Turn to page 52)
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FOR QUICK ACTION...

POWERFUL FOG SPRAY
with NEW CHAMPION

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Here's a portable fog-type extin- 1
uisher for stopping fires quickly |
gefore they spread. It consistsofa |
5-gal. galvanized steel tank with |
powerful trombone slide-action |
}:ump and brass nozzle adjustable |
rom a fog spray to stream. Can be |
carried as a knapsack or by its I
handle. 4-ft. hose attaches at top of
tank, prevents water from running |
out when pump is below bottom |
of tank.' Quality-built by manufac- |
turer of dependable spraying |
equipment since 1915. For com- |
lete details and outstanding |
eatures of this new Champion ... |
|
|
|
I
|

Write today for literature.

CHAMPION SPRAYER CO.

Mfr. Portable Sprayers and Dusters
6501 HEINTZ AVE. = DETROIT 11, MICH.

They Never Retire
(From page 13)

|
| ice. Every government agency must
| guard against the fatal dry rot which
| sets in with age. A criticism often
| hurled against old-line agencies is
‘ that they are backward rather than
forward looking, unable to adjust to
l the times.
| “Itseemed to me that the magnifi-
cent  organization which  Pinchot,
| Graves, Greeley, and others had put
| together could not remain aggres-
[ sive unless leadership rested with
| young men. Domination by old-
timers would sap the crusading spirit
and impair the Forest Service's cru-
cial role.

“One of my persistent tasks, there-
fore, was to find vigorous and capa-
| ble younger men to replace those
| who dropped out of positions of
leadership through retirement or
other causes. A study made a few
years ago showed that the average
age of the incumbents of the top 50
positions in the Forest Service was
about eight years less than it had
been ten years previously.

“Moreover, the Service started to
build a tradition of early retirement
—about 62 years of age. This tradi-
tion is still largely in effect. I have
lived up to it myself by retiring at 62,

DATES TO REMEMBER

September 6, 7, 8, 9, 1954

.Annua/ meeh'ng
of

THE AMERICAN FORESTRY
ASSOCIATION

MULTNOMAH HOTEL
PORTLAND, OREGON

and am still convinced that it is
sound both for the individual and
the organization.”

Since Lyle Watts is one of the best
informed men on the over-all for-
estry situation in the United States,
AMERICAN FORESTS was anxious to
know his present views on this sub-
ject.

“Great progress,” he said, “has
been made in the management of
private timberlands, particularly in
the past 15 years. This is most evi-
dent in the type of forestry practiced
by industrial owners. It has been a

great satisfaction to me to see the

— Swedish Foresters’ Tools

Jandvik few & Joo/

¢ Increment Borers
¢ Tree Calipers

¢ Bark Measurers
¢ Compasses

Precision made in Mora, Sweden for
accuracy and durability. Send for your
free copy of our Foresters’ Tool Cate-
logue. Write Dept. F

47 Warren St., New York 7, N. Y.

DIVISION OF SANDVIK STEEL, INC.

spread of forestry on pri
to watch Gifford Pinchaor'y P
ments  take root. Mapy (L4vs B
trial owners, employing wefy g nedle
young foresters, are doing 2°%;
able job in handling they
but some are not.

“Nor must we forget that o
of our commercial woodland »
hands of small owners, and '
substantial increase in farg h-&
education and tree Planting, s i
little to be complacent about 5 -
type of ownershi ially wigy
we remember that the hard Ga®
forest products for a growi .
can population must come {fg

small holdings. Progress is i
slow. - e o

“One of the answers 1o

lem of how to align ft::t!tslIh s
ment with the greatest good of
greatest number—to use a 4
phase—is, I think, some type of cqn-g
trol of cutting on private legs
Many of my friends in the i

will object, perhaps strenuousl -
such an approach. Yet the finy s

in this direction have been takes vy
many states including Califoraas
Oregon and Washington. Unborts.
nately, they are merely a promsga
beginning since in no state are 4im-
ber cutting requirements
for the proper management of S
ond-growth stands.

“The kind of regulation 1 wodd
advocate is a combination ofslske
and federal control, the states enac*-%
ing the laws and doing the regulation
job on the basis of broad ﬁu- :
ments established by the federal gov -
ernment much as in Clarke-McNary
fire control activities.”

Since Mr. Watts is now a residest
of Portland, Oregon and is active's,
conservation movements in the Py . st
cific Northwest, AMERICAN Fomuys o krd
asked what he thought of the forrs: WY AR
situation in this region, which com- o
tains the bulk of America’s sawum- At the
ber. eart I

“You ask about the forestry sitse- mOT L

hatt
-

tion in this region,” Mr.,Wat_ts o - Nt
tinued. “If you mean intensive for- Top ey
estry, I will say it's hard to find azy- I ar
There probably won't be until ve st
have a profitable market for smal Lashr 1

material. That means a mu:lh grat u-.-‘_l- d
er demand from pulp an vl
mills. To me it is clear tharm Fowe o
demand will come rapidly yet o= tirely

Pacific Northwest foresters seem sats- sl |
fied with a stand of 400 to 500 res B« rurc
per acre—instead of 1000 to 1500— k3
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;ﬂm vears after the old growth is
wit THaL sort of an understoclfed
wu.! will mean the loss of an im-
wosement thinning in 25'year§, and

s a second thinning 1n 4_0
gars. 1t will also mean a poor quality
» of sawlogs when the fqrest matures
@0 vears hence. We might call this
pli-loaf forestry.

‘] am uneasy that too much em-

s is being placed on the rapid
esting of old-growth Douglasfir

fands because of overmaturity. We
wrt of rationalize the overcutting of
gwtimber in Oregon by overstress-
mg losses in virgin stands. I do not
saderrate the need for salvage and
maitation cuttings to aid in insect
aad disease control, but one may well
& concerned about a cut of nearly
#n billion board feet in Oregon in
™52 with a total sawlog volume of
enh 314 billion feet in the state, or
a cut of 4.3 billion feet in Washing-
oo with a total sawlog stand of 238
Wilion feet. It's so easy to forget that
& we are to have an adequate supply
o sawlogs in the future our old-
powth forests must be spread out
entil the second growth matures.

“But beyond this is the fact that

arrent old-growth cutting in the
Northwest is not distributed in ac-
cordance with the present stand. Too
many lumber-producing centers are
npidly cutting their accessible tim-
ber and while undercutting the in-
| weessible mountain stands. We need
| more access roads and fewer sawmills
{ | too many places in Oregon and
| parts of Washington.

“Then, too, in Washington and
| Oregon we have more than two and
wo-thirds million acres of so-called
wmmercial cutover forest that is less
than ten percent stocked. We have
mother one and a half million acres
from ten to 40 percent stocked with
eedlings and saplings. We have
more than a million acres of pole-
we stands less than 40 percent
socked. We boast of planting about
50,000 acres a year—and a lot of that
planting is on newly cutover lands.
Ut the rate we're going it will take at
kast 100 years to plant up the com-
mercial forest land in the Pacific
Northwest that will not produce a
@op except by reforestation.

“l'am pleased with the start made
 small block cutting in the Doug-
asfir region. Yet one should not be
misled by the pictures and publicity.
As I travel over the state of Oregon
I see that cutting is still almost en-
wely in large blocks. Examples of
‘mall block cutting in Douglasfir are
“ rare that one stops to admire it.

I'am too old to stick my head in

the sand all the time. We have bare-
ly scratched the surface of real for-
estry in the Pacific Northwest, and
we brag too much about the little we
have done.

“I wish we could speed up the
adoption of intensive forestry on in-
dustrial holdings and get more of
even the beginnings of forestry on
small holdings.

“The tremendous population in-
crease predicted for the United States
and the potential market for forest
products in a world short of wood
point to the urgent need of making
our commercial forest land really
produce. We will not meet the na-
tion’s demand for wood in say 50
years with half-loaf forestry. And I
am sure that much stronger public
controls than we now have is an es-
sential part of any adequate, long-
time program.

“During the past year 1 have been
chairman ol the Interim Committee
for the Study of Water Resources of
Oregon. Recently we held 15 public
hearings throughout the state. At
almost every hearing sharp criticism
was voiced about the management of
forest and range lands. Siltation of
streams and reservoirs arising from
harmful logging practices is being in-
creasingly recognized here as in the

Swimming Pool
Golf Course
Tennis Courts

Dancing

Shopping Center

Nursery

Unbelievable but true, many
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TREES FOR FOREST PLANTING
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raise all our trees in our own mnurseries.
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KEENE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

SEEDS
TREE - - SHRUB

E. C. MORAN
Stanford, Montana
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EVERGREEN NURSERIES
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WESBTERN MAINE FOREST NURSERY COMPANY
Dest. F. Frysbure Wain

ON 70 OREGON
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American Arbervitse Balsam Fir,

WILLIAM ). BOZETT
CONSULTING FORESTER

Services Available to landowners— [
Industry in all Phases of Forestry
Management, Marketing, Tree Marking & Esti-

mating—Timber Cruises.
LOGAN

OHIO

TIMBERLAND MANACEMENT,

MUSSER FORESTS.INC.. INDIANA.PA.

eastern sections of the United States.
Considering the tremendous value of
the water resource to western farms,
ranches and communities, it is clear
that watershed land-use must be of
such a character as to do minimum
damage to the quality and quantity
of streamflow. If the hearings we
have just concluded are indicative
of the popular temper in the Pacific
Northwest we may expect some sort
ol controls on logging methods, and
particularly logging-road construc-
tion and skidding practices, in addi-
tion to more controls on timber cut-
ting.

What ave your impressions of the
present administvation’s naturval re-
sources policies? Mr. Watts was asked.

“I am very much disturbed about
the present situation,” he replied. “A
pattern is developing that must
alarm those who are interested in
conservation. The administration at
the outset promised it would stand
by the conservation policies of Teddy
Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot. But
it is not going in that direction.

“For example, it has already di-
vested itself of the offshore oil prop-
erties worth billions of dollars. It has
taken a position on public power
that is just the opposite to Teddy
Roosevelt's philosophy as evidenced
by the Hells Canvon damsite for
which the Idaho Power Company is
fighting. Likewise, the partnership
proposed for the John Day dam on
the main Columbia River would sub-
stitute private control for public con-
trol of a tremendous power resource.

“The proposal to build a huge
dam and reservoir within the Dino-
saur National Monument shows that
the administration places little value
on the inviolability of our national
parks and monuments. Decimation
of the Bonneville Power Administra-
tion will remove it as an effective
agency in planning for power de-
velopment in the Pacific Northwest.

“Nor are these all the things that
disturb me. The reorganization of
the Soil Conservation Service has just
about wrecked the great agency
which Hugh Bennett developed. Sub-
stitution of political acceptancy for
career accomplishments is becoming
the touchstone for appointments to
top positions in the Soil Conserva-

INVENTORY AND APPRAISAL

——OVER 50 MILLION ACRES SINCE 1910

JAMES W. SEWALL COMPANY

FOREST ENGINEERS

OLD TOWN, MAINE

BRANCH: JAMES W. SEWALL CO.

(CANADA)

LTD., FREDERICTON, NEW BRUNSWICK

tion Service, the Fish and w;
Service, the National Park Sen
and many other technical cop;
tion agencies. In fairness, I sh
add that the administration
favor more research in most ¢
vation fields.

“The Budget Bureau has beey
gardly in its recommendations
funds for some vital conserva
programs. I am thinking particuly:
ol the Forest Service. Here are
amples of cuts recommended by
Bureau in the budget for fiscal 14;;
maintenance of improvement, g
cluding recreational improvemeny
$283,000; tree planting, $450,n
reseeding worn-out range land, $3m
000; forest fire control on privae
lands, $500,000.

“Fortunately, several of these an
recommended by the Presidens
budget were restored by House a-
tion. I hope the Senate concurs.

“I agree fully with Ira Gabriels.
ex-chief of the Fish and Wildi:
Service when he writes, “The new a
ministration has had a year to find
itself and to establish a conservatie
program. In general, it can be s
that no constructive, progressive pr
gram for advancing conservation x
tivities has yet been developed, an
little interest has been shown by the
two greai departments (Agricultur
and Interior) responsible for the
most important ol our conservation
estate in protecting the gains made
in the past.’

“The Agriculture Departmen:
failed to get in the record a strong
position against the D’Ewart gra
ing bill (H.R. 4023), which wa
killed in the last sessions. It reported
adversely on the Ellsworth timb
bill (H.R. 4646), but later withdrex
that report only to find that Congre
sional action recommitted the bill
committee by a vote of 226 to lol,
I am unable to get a current adverx
report on D’Ewart’s mining bil
(H.R. 4983) despite the fact that u
will in no way really solve the mir
ing claim problem. ;

“Similarly, the Interior Depar
ment testified favorably on th
D’Ewart grazing bill and Ellsworth
timber bill as well as on the D'Ewa”
mining bill.

“I knew Gifford Pinchot well
Mr. Watts declared. “He talked ©
me by the hour about the plans be
and Teddy Roosevelt had for con
servation and use of our natural re
sources. 1 am sure they would
amazed that this administratio

claims to be following in their foot

steps.”
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Forest Service

Wash’ingt;bn, May 11, 1’9)59- : R
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Chief Forester Watts Homored by U, S. Department of Agrioulture . . \\g \::-_ff: 23
- (For Sunday, Mey 21, Releass) R Sk <-,~&ﬁ;t 
Lyle Fe Viatts, Chief of the Us 8, Forest Serv1ce, will receive a Department

of Agrlcultura dlstlnspished service award from Secretary Charles Fa. Brannan at

ceremonies in tha Sylvan Theatre on the 'iashington Monument Grounds on May 25.

The eward is the highest éiven by the Department to its employeese
In the citation fof this award, Secretary of Agriculture Brannan oémmended ‘

L] gl
Mr, Viatts for his dlstiqsulshed leadership in advancing the conservatlon of forest

resources in the United States and the wbrld. Chief Forester Whtts, “he snid has
stimulated better forestry pructices inhfhis country and hes energetically
defended public interests in the use of fo;est resources. Ho has played a 1eadi£g‘
role in the development of a world forostry organization,

Mr, Watts came to lJashington as Chief of the Forsst Service in 1943 with a
broad background‘of experianoe.in all branches of the Service.

Upon graduation from Iowa State College in 1913 with a B.S. degree in
foréstry, Hr: Wiatts entered the Forest Service as a fiold assistant in timber
cruising end survey work, with headquarters at Afton, Vlyo. He wnrged up through
the ranks in netional forest administration = assistant supervisor of thé Boise
" National Forest in Idaho, super#isor of the Vieiser National Forest in Idaho and
later the Idaho National Forest at McCall = to forest inspector, working out of
the Ogden, Utah, regional office.

In 1928 lir, Viatts left tho Forest Service to organizp end direct the forestry
school at Utah State Agricultural College, |

Returning to the Intermountein Forest end Rnngé‘Experiment Station in 1929
Mr, Wetts started his work in the rescerch branch of the Sarfice. Fof fwo yearg

¥
(over)



"'rhe was engagod in forost and wntarshod studics in the Uta.h croc, before haading

up the Korthem Rocky }buntnin H;rost and Range Experimen‘b Station in Misscula, -

| "}alﬂont. Therc ho dirccted all rescurch uctivitios ;f the Forest Service in lontana,
;V¥ nofthsrn Idaho, and a section of northwcstern iccth Dakota. ﬂ: : {_ = 'f;J_
F'rom 19.’56 Yo 1939 Mr. Vatts scrved as roglonal forester of thc North Centra.l
Rogion which includes tho nntional forests located in ﬁincesot:, Iown, Misaouri
Wisconsin, Illimis, Indiana, Michigan and Ohioe. He ‘tl"l.e.n transferred to a similar

\

positicn in tho tall timber region of Washington a.nd Orcgon.

Sty Because of his expcrienco in cmplcying, orgamzing, and dealing with skilled

and unakilled workers and his wide contacts with livostock mon and construotion
T—outfits, 1, Watts was called to Washingtor in 1942 %o teko chargo of tho farm &'
labor notivities of tho Department of Agriculturc. Ho roturned 4o his forest work
in Pb*tland Ore., for a shcrt timn bcfbro éoming to his prosont poéition. e ik €

mr. Whtta serveos on tho Goncral Administrution Board of the USDA Graduatc
School, Ho is a Follow ih tho Socicty of Americun Forosters. Iown State College,
from which he reccived his Mostors degrce in 1928, conforred on him an honoruary
Doctors degrece and the Alimni Merit Award, He wos nlso presented the Croix du

_ Chovalier de la Merite Agricole by the Fronéh government, - '

mr. Hhtts is chairman of the standing advisory committee on forestry of the
- Food and Agriculture Orgenization., Prior to the forming of FAO he was & member
.~ of the technical cormittee on forestry for the Interim Comnission on Food and
Agriculture, He hbs served as technicel advisor to the U, S. delegate to the
Food and Agriculture Organization sessions in Washington, D. Cs in 1948 and 1949,
in Coponhngen in 1946, and in Quebec in 1945, He was also the U, S. delogate to
"* “the Inter-Amorican Conference on the Conservetion of Ronevmble Natural Resources
. in Denver in 1948, and he attended the United Nations: Scientific Conference at

K lake Success, e - Y. in 1949,

(For Sundey, May 21, Rclease)
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2 Biographioal Sketch of Lyle F. Vatts ,

Lyle F. Watts has been Chief of the Forest Service in the United States
Department of Agriculture since January, 1943, Broad tralnlng in publie
service preceded his assignment as Chief Forester.

Mr, Watts' experience includes service in all pheses of the administrative
brench of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional Forester
in two Regions (the National Forests embrace ten forest regions including
public forest lands in Alaskas and Puerto Rico); several years in the forest
research branch, including four years as Director of the Northern Rocky
Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station; and two years in the field of
forestry education during which time he organized the school of forestry

at the Utah Agricultural College, In all, his work has carried him into four
Regions, His early work was in the Intermountain Region with headquarters
at Ogden, Utah, His research experience was in the Northern Rocky Mountain
Region with headquarters at Missoula, Montana, In 1936 he was appointed
Regional Forester for the North Central Region which includes the National
Forests of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Mlchlgan, Minnesotea, Missouri, Ohio, and
Wisconsine. 1In 1939 he was transferred to the post of Regional Forester in
the North Pacific Regpon, with headquarters at Pbrtland Oregon.

Durlng 1941 and part of 1942, Mr, Watts served as Chairman of the Department -
of Agriculture committee deallng with post-wer plenning for the Pacific North-
west.

In the fall of 1942, because of his wide experience in employing, organizing
and dealing with skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with
livestock men, construction outfits and the public, Mr, Watts was brought

to Washington to assist the Secretary of Agriculture in the activities of
the Department related to farm labor.

When Mr, Watts was app01nted as Chief Forester, Secretary Wickard made the
following statememt, "Mr, Watts' broad experience and understanding of the
country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our

forest land will be of particular wvalue in wartime, He has a sound grasp

of a program designed to meet the requirements of this emergeney as well

as the long range needs of the Nation in conserving and developing its forest
lands," :

Mr., Wetts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, He received the Bachelor

of ‘Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa State College in 1913; was granted
the professional degree of Master of Forestry in 1928, He entered the Forest
Service on July 1, 1913, as teohnical assistant on the Wyoming Netional Forest,
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‘of f.hdm. ard an addiﬁional ‘chuekle from the one signed hy’z\the big S
: g-oup or m;' gn-l rriends‘ at Missoula. 'I‘h.mks si,nceralyuf

.-“l,-_-

N Tia "As nost of you know. I have been away frorv the Foreat Serrioa ~' : il
for a few months. They were i.n‘l:eresting and worth-while months,
_but I am not going to eay anything more about them nowe I just want
to tell each one of you how glad I am to be back again in the Forest
Service. and then to say just a 11tt10 about forestry and peopla.,, o
Vi J "Ona reason I am glad to 'be back in thﬁ Forest Service !.s that e
©our ﬂr@nim‘sion, yours and mine; has always had strorg, cm,tstanding
,g.eadﬁ.;‘ship: r‘lght Lrom the days of Gifford Pinchot to those ©f Earle.
apps whom every one of ubs hoped might have been tur Chief g
um%le 1ndeed in trying to maintain that high standard' of leaﬁéi‘ﬁh;'

/7 ng Forest Service has always been dedicated %o service ﬁo‘tre :
- public. It lives up to fine traditions =nd maintains high stan&rdao:‘; ]
It is tops among truly democratic organizations. And I kmow that all
‘of you, who in the’main and over the years are the ones who have maie
- the Forest Service what it is, are determined not only that it shall
remain tops, but also that our organization shall plav its i‘ull par't
in winning the war.

e :
s "You and 8 have a 1ot to do with trees ia the forest and in tha ‘
farm woods 3 with forage on open ranges and in pestures; with wild
© life; and with soil erosioh end the like. But as members of the De-
'partmarit of Agriculture and its Forest Service I am confident that
W8 a],l think sbout and work with these things because they are tools |
’through which pecvle may be served. What I am trying to say is that ' -
~I am a forester because I imow what happers to people im forest com= '
‘munities &after thoir timber has been ligquidated improperly or too er i
rast. That all cf us who are part and parcel of the Forest Service = .
know that forest land resources can bring reasonable security to '
sople who work in a given loeality and who want o own homes and i
aise familiess, And that I will do all that I can to help you make s
ure that these resourc‘es are so menaged that they will do just thato

,4‘1;1 o.f Which ‘noils down to this: Let’'s always tha.nk‘ of forosts ..
S i,g:-;; 111 te:ms of ali of tha people we in the Forest Semce :
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LYIE F, WATTS, CHIZP, U, S. POREST SERVICE

Lyle P, Vatts, Chief of the U, S, Forest Service since Jamuary 1943, startod as
a fire guard on national forests and worlked up throush the ranks to becowme head
of the Ffederal agency he has now served for nearly 40 years,

In recommition of lir, Watts! outstanding service, he was presented the Derartment
of izricuiture's distinmuistied service award in 1950, Sceretary of Agriculture
Charles ¥, Irannan commended !, Vatts for his leadershin in advancing the conser—
vation of forest resources in the Lnited States and the world, lie stated that i,
Yietts has stimulated betier forestry rroctices in this couniry, has defended publie
interests in the use of rorest resources, and has played a leading role in develop-
ing & world forestry organization,

Mr. Watts has served in four of the ten national forest regions, !le has been
resgional foreaster of two rezionsy he has spent several years in the resszsch
branch, including four years as director of a forest experiment staticn; and he
hag the distinciion of having organized tvhe School of Fforssiry at the Uiah Staute
Agricultural College.

He was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1290, He received the Dachelor of
Scisnce in Foraestry degrse at the Iowa State College in 1913 and was granted the

Haster of forestry degree at the same institution in 1528, He entered the Forest
Service July 1, 1713, as technical assistant on tas «yuaing Savicnal Torest,

¥, Watts later served as assistant surervisor of the Zoise liational Porest in
Idzho, as supsrvisor of the Welser National Forest in Iduho, as supervisor of the
ldebo Mational Forest at [eCall, and as forest inspecior woricing out of the Ogden,

e g

Utah, rczional office.

In 1922 he left the Jorest Jervice to organize and direet the forestry school at
Vtah State Agricultural College, log a

Returning to the Intermountain Forest and ilanse Iperiment Station at Ogden in
1629, 13, Watts began his work in the resegreh branch of the forest Service. For
two years he was engaged in forect and waterched stucieg in the Ulsh area, before
heading up the Northern Hocky liountain Forost znd Mance Ixvperiment Station in
iiissoula, iont, Taore he directed all research activities of the Iorest Jervice
in Hontana, northern Ildaho, and & sectlon of northvestorn South Dakota,

CFrom 1936 to 1929 lr, iatts served a3 resional forester of the Yorth Cantrel DNecion
which ineludes the national forests loczied in ilinmesotr, lowa, .issouri, Wisconsin,
Illinois, Indiana, lichiran and (hio, le then becane regional forester of vashington
and Gregon wilh headouarters at rortland, .

Because of his expardence in employing, orgunizing, and dealing with skilled and
unsikiilad workers and his wide contacts wivh livestock men and conctruction outfits,
¥r, Vatts was called to Washington in 1942 to taze charse of the faras labor activie
ties of the Departuent of Apricultire, He returnsd to his work as rdgioral forester
of the Facific llorthirest for a short time before caming to his jreser® position,

Vr, Yatbs serves on the Caneral adddnistration Deard of tine USDA Graduate Schoole.
Ee is a Fellow in the Sociely of American foresters,



~ 2<latts

Iowa State College has conferred on him an honorary Doctors degree and the Aluwmi
Herit Award, Ille was also ;resented the Croix du Chevalier de la Merite Agricole

by the freuch government,

b, Vatts has had an fmportant nart in the develoment of international activities
in the field of forestry, le is chaimman of the standinz advisorv comnittee on
farestry of the United Latlons Food and Asriculture (rganization, He wes a member
of the technical comuittes on forestry for the Interim Comission on Food and
Agriculture which ureceded the estublicshment of FAO, He has served as technical
advisor to the Us 5. delerate to the food and Asricultwre Orpanization ressions in
Washington, De Cs, in 1548 and 1949, in Copenhagen in 1946, in Cuebec in 1945, and
in Home in 1551, lie wus also the U, 5, delegate to the Inter-imerican Conference
- on the Conservation of ienewabls Natursl fiesources in Denver in 1948, and he
attended the United Hations Scilentific Conference at Lake Succesn, i, Y., in 1949,
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LYLE VATTS' APPOINTMENT AS CHIEF FORESTER
WELL DESERVED

Extension of Remarks
of
Hon. Homer D, Angzell
' of Cregon
In The House of Representatives
Tuesday, March 9,1943

Mr‘LAngeli}- Mr, Speaker, I want to take this opportunity to call attentidh to
thefWéllidESeerdApromotion in the appointment of Lyle Watts as the new Chief
Forester, r 'At the age of 52 Mr. Vatts essumes this important position.

e K : - STt ——
rﬁﬁhiie”mri Watts was born in Iowa,_gi_gn;gﬁle_EEENDlsﬁﬂamilz,LQQ&“ugﬁresidggggj
| Ain_the State of Vashington: 4nd he has thioughout the years of his adult life
,¥*ﬁé9n.closely assdciated with the Vest, At-the ege ‘of 23 he entered the Forest

Seryice as a laborer, and his promotion to the top position in this great in-
n. dustry is a-well deserved recognition of faithful, continuous, and effeative
service in the forestry-industry, : gy

,Dﬁder,leaVé‘hefe%bfbrefgrantea,xi,inéiude”ésfg pért*bfvmy ;émafks'a=faqtual
study of Mr.:Watts and his work, written by.Richard L. HNeuberger, and appear-
ing in the Portland Oregonian in Its February 21, issue as follows: ..

- 2
: Fres ) b

He ‘Giards A Forest Legacy - Lyle Watts, New Chief Forester, Views
Nation's -Vooded “‘Regions As i Heritage Of All The People - Teddy -
Roosevelt Called It A Job, OF Sécied Trust, Today It Is In'The ‘Hands
Of A Portland Man - _ . (By Rithard L, Néubérger) . .

The first wilderness trip I ever made with'IyleVVhttsiné_ph the steep

watershed of the lMount Hood National Forestew., ile were sitting on a lava

crag which faced off toward esstern Oregon. In the, shadows of late after-
noon, the firs of the Pacific slope blended evenly with the distant pine
woods of the dry region. !ie seemed to be.riding the bowsprit of a ship
cleaving & measureless green sed, :

Watts pointed eastwsrd, out over the vast solitudes. "Tiis scene represents -
the heritage of America," he said., "Forests like this one belong to all the
American people, to men and women in every State. It is up to us to ac-
hieve the twin goal of both using these forests and saving them, Ve must
use them todzy for lumber, for recreation, for grazing, for drainage and
water supply. ~And we must seve them for the next generation, so that they,
in turn, can claim similsr benefits."

In the ghtherihg*dusk his blue eyes - the eyes of a forester - were bright
with enthusiasm, ° ¥ X

This is the ﬁﬁilosophy which Lyle Ford liatts now. brings to the most important
forestry post on earth, the position of Chief of the Unite@\gtates Forest
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Service., At 52 he has just become America's first chief Forester in 4
years, Since Ferdinand A. Silcox died in 1939, the Forest Service has had
no permanent head. The assignment ‘had been filled by temporery appoint-
ments until last month, when President Roosevelt and Secretary of Agricult-
ure VWickerd suddenly decided upon VWatts.

america Foremost Among Lumber Producers

The United Stetes produces more lumber than any other nation, In america
grow the world's greatest stands of timber., The management and protection
of this inveluable resource are now the responsibility of a lean, rangy
Portlander who in 1938 became head of the Forest Service in the Pacific
Northwest,., Vlatts occupies a post long held in esteem by the American
people Gifford Pinchot first filled 1t. John luir and Teddy Roosevelt
called it a job of sacred trust.

The Chief Forester of the United States is directly in cherge of the
national forests of the land, These forests embrace the country's most
magnificent wilderness | - the hardwood forests of Michigen, the Leke Sup-
erior meadows, the dense "rein forests" of the Oregon sea coast, Idaho's
lordly Ponderosa pines, the gentle woodlends of the southern States,
America's national forests aggregate 151,897,000 zcres. This is nearly
three times the areu of the British Isles,

To & post so crowded with responsibility Lyle F, Vatts, of Portlend, Oreg.,
brings a rich background of forestry experience., He was born in Cerro

Gordo County of Iowa on November 18, 1890. He attended the public schools
of Clear Lake, Iowa, and later his family moved to Bellingham, Vash, He re-
turned to his native State to study forestry and won both bachelor's and
master's degrees in that subject at Iowa Stute College. His graduation

was cum lsude,

In the United States Forest Service Lyle Watts ceme up the hard way. He is,
so to speak, the former switchmen who became president of the railroad, the
paper boy who became Ldytor In 1913, when he was 23 years old, he started
with: the Forest Service ess a 1aborer. He cleared truils, . felled trees,
seddled horseb; cleéaned- ‘dtables, ' Most of thig toil: took:place in Utdah,
/! In 1915 he met lell Bowmen in Ogden and married her, They have two child-
ren - Gordon L. Tatts, a lieutenant of engineers at Ceamp Olaibdurne, ey
| and June AL Tgtts; who 13 an employee of, thé ”illnmetta Hyster Co. in '
Portland, ‘- " Ay O R R PR AR R

In 1928 Lyle Wutts took graduate courses. in forestry at Utah Agricultural
College, &nd the next’ year wes app01nted a silviculturist for the Forvest '
Service. He -studied trues from roots to crown. From 1931 until 1936 he was
director of the- Nbrthern'Rocky Mountain Forest Experiment Station,’ &nd in
1936. he was appointed regional 'forester for the North Central Region, which
centered on the States of the Great Lakes. There he!did:an- outstanding Jﬂb '
in aldlng 1n the resuscitatlon of &.once great lumber area. ;

Five- years ago; Mr, oilcdx, then chief of the Foreat Bervice, placed hatts s
in charge of the organizqtion § most- important replon..Thxs regicn is the
Pacific Northwest, ‘which supplies mére than a third of the lumber of the-
Nation, Watts moved to Portland, where he made his home until last nonth,
when he wes called to‘Uashington~to,head the Forest Service in all 4B‘stata? o
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_and :Alaske, He and his femily lived at 809 Northeast Thirty-ninth Avenue.

The Forest Service's new chief is & friendly, mild-mannered man, On the
trail ‘he says little, but sees much, At the end of the wilderness day he
can tell his companions-sround the camp fire the condition of the range,
the flow of the streams, the quality of the timber, the survival oppor-
tunities of the.wildlife. Like Thorezu, the wilderness to his is a peage
to be read. VWatts hag the long, easy lope of & woodsman and covers ground
tirelessly. Tramping is no effort for him, slthough in recent years some
trouble with his back has restricted his activity.

In & world ut war, with smerica the principal arsensl of the democratic
nations, the position of chief forester of the United Stetes is more im-
portant than ever. before. Lumber is a ecritical materiel, one of the most
eritical -of all, It requires hundreds of board feet to house each sold-
ier,. Shipyards use vast quentities of lumber. for piles und deckinsz,

Spruce for airplenes is needed in lmerice cnd Englend, Militery canton-
ments are - literally huge lumber accumulatlons. ind when the war is finally
won, enormous amounts of American’ tirber will be requlred ‘to reconstruct
the shattered continent of Europe. - :

Forester Has To Make Sure Lumber Adequate.

Lyle T, Viatts ﬁust see to it .that sufficient lumber if svailable for victory.
And he also must seé’to it thet the .forests end woodlands sre spared for

the next generution. As he said 'on the slopes of Mount Hood thet bright
afternoon, he must try both to use the forests end seve them, No chief
forester cvar ched & ‘sterner task} for never was lumbar in such urgeni de-
mand. In feact, the Var Production Bovrd has listed- wood along with steel
and 2luminum as one of the vitel sinews of war. Without en adequate supply
of lumber, the war mschine would jolt to & creuking helt,

Lyle Vlatts is an advocate of sustuined yield, This mezns thst the forest
should be maintained as & going institution, the smount of lumber cut being
kept in balunce with the new crowth. "Yet," he recently added, "sustuined
yield for the Netion or region or State is not enough. e rnust get right
down to sustained yield for communities or working circles, Just so long

as we are sctisfied with a type of sustained yield thet balances an overcut
in Southwestern Oregon - thut long we will miss the answer to the real prob-
lem, -

"It's & humen problem, Frenkly, it is the woods workers and their families
which é¢ome first in my mind as I view our forést problem. It is the com-
munities that &re built up and broken down, It is the unemployment &nd
relief loads snd distressed local governments thet follow in the-wake of
closed mills-that meke = netional problem. If you heve worked in the Lake
Stctes 'or the Ozarks, you get the point., Shifting populations and ups and
downs in community well-being can never be overcome by high weges, short
hours, or.the more recent paid vacations."

A8 bas#g.precautionary measuresyzwatts has urged five requirements for bet-
ter forestry: -

1. Insure the leaving of needed seed tress of desiruble spccies and
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prevent the unnessary destruction of reproduction and immeture
young growth,

Z. Insure safeguarded use and control of fire, including exercise of
preventaetive measures,

3. Prevent cleer cutting and deforestztion unless positive assurance
is forthcoming of naturel restocking or, if need be, of replanting.

4, Prevent the use of destructive logging methods &nd cquipment,

5. Prevent excessive grazing in critictl run-off; erosion, and forest
reproduction areas,

Some of these proposels are already in effect, ~ number of lumber companies
heve adopted them. The 1941 session of the Oregon State Legislature, at the
urging of Gov, Charles A, Spregue, enacted lows requiring & certain pro-
portion of trees to be spered in the cutting of timber. These trees will
serve to seed the land for & new growth, Msny lumbermen have voluntarily
tbandoned the old "eut out and get out" philosophy and have undertaken
strenuous conservetion progrems.,

Watts regards the Pucific Northwest as the one region in the land where a
substantial growth of timber can be perpetuated., In other regions entirely
new starts must be made., "The Pacific Northwest," he said not long ago,
"still has vast areas of virgin forssts, in spite of the fact that we al-
reedy heve cut out the better helf of the timber of llashington end are
beginning to concentrate in Oregon. The Douglas Fir Belt in western Oregon
end Washington has one-third of the remaining old growth timber of contin-
ental United States.”

Wetts has frequently declared that adequate reforestation is dependent upon
effective fire control, Otherwise, in his opinion, the new trees will simply
constitute a fire trap. Smell trees scattered among underbrush, are mostly
tinder. "In meny places," he once told & meeting of lumber workers, " a
tree-pluenting program would be providing fuel for fires which will occur un-
less & Nution-wide program for protecting all forest lends from fire gives
insurance ageinst the destruction of reforester areas as well as commercial
timber stands,"

For meny years divergent groups have wrungled over the use of Americafé
netional forests. Fishermen want power znd irrigation dems kept out. Lum-
ber companies. believe that careless fishermen start wanton fires, Cempers
dislike indiscriminate grazing. Stockmen resent the influence of recrsation-
ists, Some conservation groups believe the national forests should be en-
tirely closed to commercial development. Tnoey claim thet commercial use is
ruining the solitudes.

Whet is the attitude of the new chief forester in this respect? "Obviously,"
he contends, "our nationsl forests, our timbered -mountains, &re essential
to & lot of uses, It is my philosophy that &ll these uses can be enjoyed’
on &any slzuble area at the same time, Surely there are areas like camp
grounds and roud31aes where neither timber cutting nor grazing cen be al-
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lowed, or if it is alléwed; then restricted to the off-secson, There are
winter reanges which must be held for geme, end there cre arees where the
system of timbver cutting must be veried to meet public demands, ;

Cooperstion Insures sll éroups 0f - Forest Equipment

"But, by and large, we cen do sll of these things on tli same area if there
"is & fine degree of cooperation betwsen the different ¢lusses of users;

if we have tolersnce of the clusses of users; if we have tolerznce of the
other fellow's views end he of ours. Probsbly no single-use cun be enjoyed
100 percent under this multiple-use administration., But the stockmen cen
enjoy 75 per cent of the things he wants. The wildlifer cun:.have per-

haps 75 per cent as much big gume as he would have with complete elimina-
tion of livestock.

"The recrecationist can get en equal part of the plessure he wants from the
hills even though some areas look bad imnedistely after logging or a band
of sheep has trailed 2 road he troivels cnd destroyed the wild flowers,
Thet's multiple usei It's t®lerunce with the other man's viewpoint, so
thet our vast wilderness can do the most to improve our conditioms.”

This statement epitomizes the kind of chief forester Lyle F. Watts, will
probably be. An ecrdent conservationist, he nevertheless believes that the
vast nztional forests of the United States can be adjusted to &ll the de-
mends of &« complex scciety, in war as well as in peace. Once he told me
that an old pioneer in eastern Oregon said to him, "Remember the cther
fellow may be right." And Watts commented, "You have to opprozch issues
with thet kind of open mind., Otherwise you will be arbitrary snd dogmatic
znd stubborn, No one is infallible",

Safeguarding the wilderness is practically a creed with this slender man
who has mede forestry his career, Trees to him are no mere inanimate
growths.

Woods Hold Deep Mezning for Chief Forester

a8 Watts strolls through & wood in Oregon or & grove in Montana, each
sight has mezning for him - the acorns on the ground, the scars on the
tree trunks, the pstches of snow on the distunt hills, the color of the
water in the creeks, the chirping of the squirrels, the tracks of deer
and elk, These things tell him tbout the hezlth of the wilderness, just
as veins snd skin snd eyes denote to & physician the condition of his
petient, After a journey in eustern Oregon, VWatts observed to Justice
Villiem O,Douglas of the Supreme Court that he had seen some uplends
grazed bare end that grazing would have to be wutched,

Lyle Vatts will not be the desk-pounding, noisy type of executive, He is
essentially quiet, around the logs of a lecping fire in the woods, I have
seen him say less than snyone else in the group, although he, best of =ll,
wus qualified to comment on the topies of conversation, But when he did
talk, everyone listened and whet he ssid wes generzlly right to the core

of the subject. "Mr, Vatts knows &n awful lot ebout the woods, doemn't hel™
young Jimmy Rosenman, some of Judge Samuel I, Rosenman, asked me on a drive
up the Hood River Velley one sunny afternoon 3 yesrs ago,
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Viatts' friends in the Peoific Northwest are legion, They .include fellow
foresters like Jack Horton, John Kuhns, znd Arnold Stending, lumber in-
dustry men like E. T. Clark and Colonel Greeley, wildlife suthorities
like Williem L. Finley, forestry experts like Dr. George V', Peavey,
planners like Lt. Col. Roy -Bessey. Nct for many years has anyone from
the far 'Vest been elevated to the principal forestry position in the land,
Men who huave been associcted with Lyle F. Vatts feel certain he will es-
tablish & distinguished precent. #And they zlso point to the adventage of
heving smerica's forest resources supervised by & men thoroughly familiar
with the dominant forest resion of the continent, the Pacific Northwest.



LYLE F. WATTS, CHIEF, U. S. FOREST SERVICE

Lyle F, Watts, Chief of the U, S. Forest Service since January 1943, started as
a fire guard on national forests amd worked up through the ranks to become head
©Of the Federal agency he has now served for 38 years,

In recognition of Mr, Watts! outstanding service, Secretary of Agriculture Charlss
F, Brannan last May presented him with a distinguished service award in a cere-
mony on the Washington Monument grounds. Secretary Brannan commended Mr, Watts
for his lsadership in advancing the conservation of forest resources in the United
States and the world, He stated that Mr, Watts has stimulated better forestry
practices in this country, has defended public interests in the use of forest re-
sources, and has played a leading role in developing a world forestry organization.

Mr, Watts has served in four of the ten national forest regions. He has been
regional forester of two regions; he has spent several years in the research branch,
including four years as director of a forest experiment station; and he has the
distinction of having organized the School of Forestry at the Utah State Agri-

cultural College,

He was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890, He received the Bachelor of
Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa State College in 1913 and was granted the
Master of Forestry degree at the same institution in 1928, He entered the Forest
Service July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the Wyoming National Forest.

Early in his career Mr., Watts began working up through the ranks in national

forest administration. He served successively as assistant supervisor of the

Boise National Forest in Idaho, as supervisor of the Weiser National Forest dn
Idaho, as supervisor of the Idaho National Forest at MecCall, and as forest inspector
working out of ths Ogden, Utah, regional office,

In 1928 he left the Forest Service to organize and direct the forestry school at
Utah State Agricultural College.

Returning to the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station at Ogden in
1929, lMr, Watts began his work in the research branch of the Forest Service. For
two years he was engaged in forest and watershed studies in the Utah area, before
heading up the Nortnern Rocky lMountain Forest and Range Experiment Station in
Missoula, Mont, There he directed all research activities of the Forest Service
in Montana, northern Idaho, and a section of northnwestern South Dakota,

From 1936 to 1939 Mr, Watts served as regional forester of the North Central Region
which includes the national forests located in Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Wisconsin,
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Chio, He then became regional forester of Washington
and Oregon with headquarters at Portland,

Because of his experience in employing, organizing, and dealing with skilled and
unskilled workers and his wide contacts with livestock men and construction outfits,
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Mr, Watts was called to Washington in 1942 to take charge of the farm lzbor activi-
ties of the Department of Agriculture, He returned to his work as regional forester
of the Pacific Northwest for a short time before coming to his present position,

Mr, Watts serves on the General Administration Board of the USDA Graduate School,
He is a Fellow in the Society of American Foresters,

Iowa State College has conferred on him an honcrary Docters degree and the Alumni
Merit Award., He was also presented the Croix du Chevalier de la Merite Agricole

by the French government.

Mr, Watts is chairman of the standing advisory committee on forestry of the Food
and Agriculture Organization. Prior to the forming of FAO he was a member of the
technical committee on forestry for the Interim Commission on Food and Agriculture,
He has served as technical advisor to the U, S, delegate to the Food and Agriculture
Organization sessions in Washington, D. C., in 1948 and 1949, in Copenhagen in

1946, and in Quebec in 1945. He was also the U. S, delegate to the Inter—American
Conference on the Conservaticn of Renewable Natural Resources in Denver in 1948,

and he attended the United Nations Scientific Conference at Lake Success, N. ¥.,

in 1949,
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Onttowie/ — Lyle Watts -

(YT was Watts, the American, who contributed most.
He brought us what we so greatly neded—vision
and tolerance and integrity. We trusted him.”

The words were spoken by a Furopean forester at the
nd ol the often stormy days when the Allics were striv-
g to bring international forestry into the Food and
wriculture Organization of the United Nations. And
hat had not been easy. Prejudices, national pride, and
wmories of ancient antagonisms all conspired to make
greement difficult. But Lyle Watts carvied none of these
Md Waorld conllicts 1o the conference table. All he had
ome for was to help make forestry of fuller service to a
rar-impoverished world. There was no “quid pro quo,”
o jockeving for position. no covert attempt at national
ain. That was why they trusted him,

Y

Looking back, now that he is gone, one sces more
learly how much this simple. direct integrity of his was
art of a life pattern. In the diflicult years that he spent
s Chiefl of the Forest Service, this quality of evoking con-
idence may have served him even better than the breadth
if background he brought to that office. Yet, even for a
areer forester, that background was exceptional. Begin-
ing as a fire guard, he had come up the long, hard way.

All in all. he served in four of the ten National Forest
Legions. e had been Regional Forester of two of them;
or four vears he was an Experiment Station Director,
md he organized and for a vear directed a forest school.

Then in 1013, he became Chiel of the Forest Seivice
md held that position for almost ten crisis-ridden years.
Iis early cllorts were geared strictly to the demands of
var. The Service, badly erippled by the loss of 2,000 men
vho had left to join the armed forces. was laced with a
1eed to extend its efforts as never before. It was a time
vhen smooth cooperation between the Service and a host
>f federal agencies was indispensable. Tt was also a time
of tension. when official tempers were short and rivalries
tbundant. And it was precisely here that Watt's inherent
alent for inspiring teamwork played a major part.

E. I. Kotok. who served with Watts both at home and
wbroad, said of him, “He worked and lived in the best
radition of the Forest Service. No man ever sought the
limelight less. e used his powers as chief with firmness
but never paraded them. and in his Washington stall con-
ferences there was absolute freedom of expression.”

Throughout his Washington years Watts worked tire-
lessly for the passage of constructive forest legislation. Tn
1944, the sustained vield forest management act was
passed, establishing cooperative state-private sustained
vield units. Other Tegislation provided funds for ad-
vancing a nationwide forest survey and greater appro-
priations for cooperative fire and reforestation programs
with the states.

Much of Lyle Watts's official life was focused on an
effort to impose good forest practice on private timber
lands through federal regulation. Yet, here too, he gave
full scope to cooperation, hoping to invoke the regula-
tory powers of government only as a last resort. William
B. Greeley, in FORESTS AND PEOPLE, sums up
Watts’s regulatory philosophy in these words: “Lyle F.
Watts’s favorite symbol for the policy he advocated was
the tripod. One leg stood for the national forests. He
believed there must be a larger backlog of forests in pub-
lic ownership to stabilize the situation. The second leg

wae ranheratinn The oovernment <hould hrine ahont ac
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much ol the needed betterment as it could by coopera-
tion with the states and private owners. The third leg
was regulation. He believed the program would be in-
complete and inadequate without federal power, as a last
resort, to stop destructive cutting.”

But regulation never became law. It was one of Watts's
few legislative efforts that failed.

Outstanding as were Lyle Watts's contributions to
United States forestry, and deep as has been his imprint
on domestic forest policies, his role in world forestry was
no less impressive.

One of the outcomes of World War 11 had been the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions, formed to create something that in all history had
never existed—a world organization dedicated to making
food and shelter more abundant to mankind. As part of
this effort, Lyle Watts represented the United States on
a technical committee, whose task it was to establish a
place for forestry and forest products. The report of this
committee has been termed one of the world’s important
forestry documents. It is known as the “Third Report to
the Governments of the United Nations,” and represents
the first integrated effort by the [oresters of many lands
to define the place of forestry in the world's economy.
Later, Watts was one of the forestry leaders at a confer-
ence in Quebec which formed the permanent FAQ. He
chaired its Standing Advisory Committce for Forestry
and still later went to Oslo and Geneva to help draw up
the essential blueprints for the organization of forestry
in the United Nations. The structure of world forestry
today owes no small debt to his administrative wisdom
and foresight.

Meanwhile, honors came to him. His alma mater,
Iowa State College, conferred an honorary Doctor’s de-
gree and the Alumni Merit Award. From the Govern-
ment of France came the Croix du Chevalier de la Merite
Agricole. In an impressive ceremony at Washington in
1950, he received a Distinguished Service Award for
“leadership in advancing the conservation of U. S. and
world forest resources.”

He had been a career forester now for almost 40 years,
serving under two Presidents and three Secretaries of
Agriculture. His health was failing and, in 1952, he
retired. Letters and telegrams deluged him.

Watts never held office in the Society of American For-
esters, yet he always urged the society to take a strong
stand on forestry affairs, whether the stand was for or
against any of his own particular goals. He rarely missed
a section meeting of the society, and Henry Clepper, its
Executive Director, recalls how on one occasion he told
Watts that his loyal attendance was an inspiration to the
vounger men. ““That’s good,” Watts answered, “but don’t
put me at the head of the table all the time. I want to
be with the boys.”

From someone else, it could have been a pose. With
Watts, it was part of a life pattern—a quality as natural
to him as breathing. That may have been part of the
secret of his frictionless teamwork with so many diverse
groups. Certainly it was the quality that helped, in great
part, to evoke the warmth of affection from those who
had worked with him out on the western trails and in

Washington and around the conference tables of the
Old World.

A Teader who never ceased “heine with the have
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T was Watts, the American, who contributed most.
He brought us what we so greatly neded—vision
and tolerance and integrity. We trusted him.”

The words were spoken by a European forester at the
nd of the often stormy days when the Allies were striv-
ng to bring international forestry into the Food and
sgriculture Organization of the United Nations. And
hat had not been casy. Prejudices. national pride. and
nemories of ancient antagonisms all conspired to make
greement difhicult. But Lyle Watts carried none of these
Md World conllicts to the conference table. All he had
ome for was to help make forestry of fuller service to a
var-impoverished world. There was no “quid pro qun."
10 jockeving for position. no covert attempt at national
ain, That was why they trusted him.

Looking back, now that he is gone, one sces more
learly how much this simple. divect integrity of his was
art of a life pattern. Tn the difhcult years that he spent
s Chief of the Forest Service, this quality of evoking con-
idence may have served him even better than the breadth
f background he brought to that office. Yet, even for a
areer forester, that background was exceptional. Begin-
ting as a fire guard, he had come up the long, hard way.

All in all, he served in four of the ten National Forest
Legions. He had heen Regional Forester of two of them;
or four vems he was an Experiment Station Director,
nd he organized and for a year directed a forest school.

Then in 1913, he became Chief of the Forest Service
nd held that position for almost ten crisis-ridden years.
Tis earlv efforts were geared strictly to the demands of
var. The Service, badly crippled by the loss of 2,000 men
vho had left to join the armed forces, was faced with a
eed to extend its efforts as never before. It was a time
vhen smooth cooperation between the Service and a host
f federal agencies was indispensable. Tt was also a time
f tension, when official tempers were short and rivalries
ibundant. And it was precisely here that Watt's inherent
alent for inspiring teamwork played a major part.

E. I. Kotok, who served with Watts both at home and
ibroad, said of him, “He worked and lived in the best
radition of the Forest Service. No man ever sought the
imelight less. TTe used his powers as chiel with firmness
ut never paraded them. and in his Washington staft con-
erences there was absolute freedom of expression.”

Throughout his Washington years Watts worked tire-
essly for the passage of constructive forest legislation. In
914, the sustained yield forest management act was
sassed, establishing cooperative state-private sustained
deld units. Other legislation provided funds for ad-
qancing a nationwide forest survey and greater appro-
sriations for cooperative fire and reforestation programs
with the states.

Much of Lyle Watts's official life was focused on an
:ffort to impose good forest practice on private timber
lands through [ederal regulation. Yet, here too, he gave
full scope to cooperation, hoping to invoke the regula-
lory powers of government only as a last resort. William
B. Greeley, in FORESTS AND PEOPLE, sums up
Watts's regulatory philosophy in these words: “Lyle F.
Watts's favorite symbol for the policy he advocated was
the tripod. One leg stood for the national forests. He
believed there must be a larger backlog of forests in pub-
lic ownership to stabilize the situation. The second leg
wae ranberation The eovernment cshould hrine ahant as
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much of the needed betterment as it could by coopera-
tion with the states and private owners. The third leg
was regulation. He believed the program would be in-
complete and inadequate without federal power, as a last
resort, to stop destructive cutting.”

But regulation never became law. It was one of Watts's
few legislative efforts that [ailed.

Outstanding as were lLyle Waus's contributions to
United States [orestry, and deep as has been his imprint
on domestic forest policies, his role in world forestry was
no less impressive.

One of the outcomes of World War 11 had been the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions, formed to create something that in all history had
never existed—a world organization dedicated to making
food and shelter more abundant to mankind. As part of
this effort, Lyle Watts represented the United States on
a technical committee, whose task it was to establish a
place for forestry and forest products. The report of this
committee has been termed one of the world’s important
[orestry documents. Tt is known as the “Third Report to
the Governments of the United Nations,” and represents
the first integrated effort by the foresters of many lands -
to deline the place of forestry in the world’s economy.
Later, Watts was one ol the forestry leaders at a confer-
ence in Quebec which formed the permanent FAO. He
chaired its Standing Advisory Commitice for Forestry
and still later went to Oslo and Geneva to help draw up
the essential blueprints for the organization of forestry
in the United Nations. The structure of world forestry
today owes no small debt to his administrative wisdom
and foresight.

Meanwhile, honors came to him. His alma mater,
lowa State College, conferred an honorary Doctor’s de-
gree and the Alumni Merit Award. From the Govern-
ment of France came the Croix du Chevalier de la Merite
Agricole. In an impressive ceremony at Washington in
1950, he received a Distinguished Service Award for
“leadership in advancing the conservation of U. S. and
world forest resources.”

He had been a career forester now for almost 40 years,
serving under two Presidents and three Secretaries of
Agriculture. His health was failing and, in 1952, he
retired. Letters and telegrams deluged him.

Watts never held office in the Society of American For-
esters, vet he always urged the society to take a strong
stand on forestry affairs, whether the stand was for or
against any of his own particular goals. He rarely missed
a section meeting of the society, and Henry Clepper, its
Executive Director, recalls how on one occasion he told
Watts that his loyal attendance was an inspiration to the
younger men. ‘““That’s good,” Watts answered, “but don’t
put me at the head of the table all the time. I want to
be with the boys.”

From someone else, it could have been a pose. With
Watts, it was part of a life pattern—a quality as natural
to him as breathing. That may have been part of the
secret of his frictionless teamwork with so many diverse
groups. Certainly it was the quality that helped, in great
part, to evoke the warmth of affection from those who
had worked with him out on the western trails and in
Washington and around the conference tables of the
Old World.

A Teader wha never ceased “heine with the have ™
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R. E. McArdle Succeeds Lyle F. Watts,
Chief, U. S. Forest Service

Appointment of Richard . MeArdle
as chief of the Forest Serviee, U, 8,
Department of Agrienlture, has heen

announced by Seervetary Brannan. Ie,

“succeeds Lyle F. Watts, chief for the
past nine years, who retired from ac-
tive duty June 30.

Paying tribute to Mr. Watts, Secre-
tary Brannan said: “Ie has heen one
of the most effective and
leaders of the Forest Service in the
great tradition of its service to the
American people. Under his guidance,
forestry has taken a much greater part
in the agricultural resources conservia-
tion program and has become an essen-
tial part ol Ameriean agriculture.”

CONrageous

In recognition of his outstanding
publie serviee, Mr. Watts, in 1950, re-
ceived the Department of Agriculture's
distinguished service award “for dis-
tinguished and effective leadership in
advancing the conservation of forest
resources in the United States and in-
ternationally.”

Mr. McArdle has been a member of
the Korest Service for more than 25
years. Since 1944 he has served as as-
sistant chiet in charge of cooperative
forestry programms. Under his leader-
ship the federal programs earried on
in cooperation with the states to en-
courage and facilitate the protection
and sound management ot the eoun-
try’s orests have heen greatly aceeler-
ated,

A native ol Lexington, Ky, MeArdle
is a graduate of the University ol
Michigan, where he received the BUS,
degree in Fovestry in 1923 and M5,
in 1924, and a PhD. degree in 1930,
He served as part-time instruetor in
forestry at the University ol Michigan
from 1927 to 1930,

MeArdle entered the Forest Serviee
as a junior forester in 1924 and was
assigned to the Pacifie Northwest For-
est and Station,
Following a three-vear leave ol ab-
sence for eraduate study he returned

Range ¥xperiment

to the Forest Serviee to continue his
research work in 19300 In 1934 he
aceepted appointment by the Univer-
sity of ldalo to head its school of Yor-
estry. He returned to the Forest Serv-

tee i 1935 to become director ot the
Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Fx-
periment Station at Fort Collins, Colo.,
and three years later he beeame dirvee-
tor of the Appalachian Forest Experi-
ment Station, Asheville, N. ¢ In 194
he was brought to Washington, 1. €,
as assistant ehiel of the Forest Serv-
ice, in charee of state and private for-
estry cooperation, the position he has
Leld to date.

MeArdle is o member of Sigma Xi,
Seientific Honor Society, and has bheen
a member of the Couneil of the Society
of Ameriean Foresters sinee 1948,

T AMr. Watts is chairman of the stand-

ing Advisory Committee on Forestry
of the United Nations Food and Agri-
enltural Organization, e took an ae-
tive part in the ovganization and de-
velopment of the forestry branch of
I"AO.

lowa State College has conferred on
Mr, Watts an honorary doctor's degree
and its alumni merit award,  He
also presented the Croix du Chevalier
de Ia Merite Agricole by the French
Government,

wis

He s a Fellow ol the Society of
Ameriean Foresters,

Mr. Watts was horn in Cerro Gordo

Warrs

LyLe P,
Lo tiving afler d00 years,
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He received a
1.8, degree in Forestry at lowa State
College in 1913 and earned the M.S.
degree at the ssne mstitution in 1925,
He entered the Forest Serviee July 1,
1913, n= n assistant in the
Wyoming National Forest.  IHe ad-
vaneed rapidly in natioual L"m't'st ad-

Iy as

County, Jowa in 1580,

technieal

st tion,  serving  suecess
assistant supervisor of the Boise Na-
tional Forest in Ldaho, as supervisor
ol the Weiser and the Ldaho national
Forests, and as Forest anspector work-
e out ol the Owden, Utab regional
ollice,

Durine o leave ol absence from the
federal serviee in 1925 and 1929, Mr,
Watts organized the Forestry sehool at
Utah State Aeviealtaeal College, Tle
returned to the Forest Serviee to en-

work at the Inter-
mountain Forest and Range Kxperi-
Station in 1931 le
wils director of the Northern
Rocky Mountain Forest ml Range Ex-
|)I'I‘i|t|l'lll Station at Missoula, Mont.
!"_l'um 1936 to ]!_":"ij-','{‘l¥ﬂ"'\"'(l as re-
gional torester ol the Central Region.
e then beenme forester of
the Pacitic Northwest Region.

Tn 1912 Mr. Watts called to
Washineton, D, C.oto take eharge of
the wartime G labor aetivities of
the department at Washineton, The
followine vear he was wimed chief of
the Forest

oage in reseireh

ment Ouden, In

natned

recional
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Chief Forester Tells Need
For New National Policy

OGDEN—Lyle F. Watts, chief
forester of the U. S. forest service,
arrived in Ogden Tuesday from
Washington, D. C,, for an exten-
sive visit in region four, both
in Utah and Idaho. Afterward
he will go to region five, with
headquarters in San Francisco.

The chief forester, who was
connected with the intermountain
region from 1913 to 1931, except
for a period in 1928 and 1929
spent in aiding the establishment
of the school of forestry.at the
Utah State Agricultural college,
stressed the needs basic to a forest
policy for the United States.

Speaking before all members
of the regional office, many of
tiiem old friends, Mr. Watts de-
clared: “It takes a lifetime to
grow a tree,” and pointed to the
conservation of the forests as
vital to the survival of this coun-
try.

i Stresses Attitude

“Don’t think of your work with
grass, watershed, recreation and
timber as work with things,” he
told the assembled forest workers.
“Think of these as the only way
in which the world can get a
better standard of living. That
is the basis of all philosophy back
of our work.”

_.. A national forest policy, he
declared, should include three ele-
ments. The first of these he named
as aids to private timber industry
' so that such interests can prac-

' tice proper forestry on private

J

Lyle F. Watts . . . Calls for
strong national forest policy.

search as an example of the need-
ed assistance, he indicated that in
its Utah and southern Idaho
phases research has done work
in range reseeding infinitely of
more profit to the private owner
of land and cattle than it is to
the forest service. Control of in-
sect pests, he mentioned as one

lands at a profit. | _ | specific - aid to private timber
" Pointing to the benefifs of re-|owners.
s R R

|| plants, operating of saw pulp and
timber mills for the government, |

i
_Public ownership of lands was
advised in cases where produc-

ance is so acute that special as-
sistance is required. s 2

Public control of cutting prac-
tices on_ privately owned land
was also named as a thing to be
done, and third measure recom-
mended in order to conserve the
forests. What is needed, Mr., Watts
said, is legal authority to estab-
lish the minimum practices which
will conserve the timber resources
of the United. States. He said
that he was,.in general, optimistic
about .the future of forestry, but
was pessimistic about “a great
nation that cuts its saw timber
twice as fast as it grows it.” |

In this connection, the speaker

to do as he wishes in his pursuit
of free enterprise. “It is not my
notion of such enterprise that it
entitles on to do what will injure
his neighbor, himself or the gov-
ernment,” he said.

timber lands are poorly managed,
he pointed out that when it takes
75 years to grow a stand of tim-
ber, the public has the right to say
that minimum standards shall be

vate timber lands are being oper-

good conservation practices, thus
proving that the other three-
fourths can be managed similarly,
it wag indicated. 3

Turning to the favorable side

that the U. S. forest service has
done special work during the war
in many projects, often unaccus-
tomed ones, Named were extensive
work with rubber producing

aiding small saw mills in the south
unable themselves to cope with}
the complexities forced upon them
by the war,

In Paris, the forest service is|
also conducting a school for train- |
ing in repacking goods to be}
shipped to the Pacific theater, and
also a program has been worked |
out for the treatment and preser-
vation of European forests. One
gigantic program in thz
emergency involved salvaging a
great staund of southern timber
of about 2,000,000 acres gravely
damaged by wind.

During the remainder of the
week, the visitor expects to tour
the Davis county watershed con-
servation project and afterward
certain reseeding projects in thi
Richfield area. ' Ly

Formerly supervisor of the
Weiser national forest in Idaho,
in 1919 and 1920, and of the Boise
national forest from 1921 to 1926,

he will spend some time in those

tivity is so low that these lands|
: | cannot stay in private hands with
profit, or where watershed bs.l-,'

branded as license the assumption
that ownetship entitles a person|.

"

Indicating that 75% of private|'

observed on privately owned acre-;
age. Twenty-five per cent of pri-

ated profitably and according toj

of the picture, Mr. Watts reported "

war |’
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R ‘Lyle Fi Watts Named 2
Forest Service Chief

- -

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard today announced the appointment of
Lyle F. Watte, former Regional Forester from Portland Oregon, and in recent—
months an assistant to the Secretarj, as Gkief of the Forest Service.

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the death of F, A. Sfldox.
who - was Chief gf_the Forest Service from 1933 to 1939f Eg?lg H, Cl&ép ﬂas.
been in.charge as Actiag Chief, ' . RN

¢ . Mre Watts was Dorn in Cerro Gordo County. Iowa, in 1890. He ;éceivbﬁ.
the Bachelor of Science. in Forestry debree at the Iowa S ate Gollege in 1913,
was granted the professional degree of Master of Fbrestrj in 1928 He
entered the Fo:gst,Sgrvige July 1, }?13, as yechnical assistant on the
Wyoming. Natiqna; ,]f_ores.‘b. & g ¥ gt |

Mr, Watts has had broad tra._ini‘rég‘ for the as_sigﬁmoﬁt as Chiof of the
Forest Service, His expericnce.incluﬁes scrvice in all pha#es-of Eheﬁ'
administrative branch of tﬁc Forest Servico, from tnat of fire ~uard'ﬁo
Regional Forecster in two Regions; sevnral years i* the research branch inr
cluding four years as Director of the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest ah&
Range Experiment Station; and gﬁgﬂ;éér;-;g‘tho field of forostry education
during which time he orgenized the School of Forestry at the Utah Agri-
cultural College, Mr, Watts! work in the Forest Service has been in four of

the nine National Forest rcglons, His early work was in the Intermountain

Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utch, EHis rescarch experience was in

6052 1305-@



.-2.. ' and I-M Station, Ogden.
the Northceran Rocky Mountain regibn wifh'hoadqparters at Misseula, Montana,A:In
'1936‘hc ﬁdé”appﬁfntod ﬁoéi;ﬁal Forester for the North Central Rezlon, which
includes the Nationalanrcstsfof Illinois,'indiaﬁa, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin, In 1939 he was transforred to the post of
Regional Forester in thc_Nbrthprn Pacific;ngiop, with bpadqua;ters at
Portland,VOregqn.

For the past two years Mr, Watts has been .Chairman of the Department
.Of Agricu;turc_committee dealing with.postuwar.plannipg for tho Pacific
Northwest.

Because of his wide expericnce in employing,. orgqn%;;ng, and dealing
with skille@ qnd unskillcd,yq kkers, and his wide qp;tacts y;tyuliyqstock men,
construction outfits .and the public, he was brought_to_Washingtpn,last fall
to assist the Sceretary in tho activities of the Department related to farm.
laber, s

Scerotary Wickard said, "Mr, W,tts! broad oxpericnce and understonding
of the country‘s need for protecting and maintain;ng the productiv?ty-of
our forest land will be of particular volye in wartime, He hgs o sound grasp
of a progrom designed to mogt_thq roq&i;@ments;of‘}hig emcrgency, as well‘as

the long range needs of thc‘nation in conseryving apd dcvqloping its forest

londs,®
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Cffice of the Secretary

Washington, June 5, 1952
Lyle F. Watts to Retire; Richard E. McArdle Nemed U, S, Chilef Forester:

Secretary of Agriculture Charles F. Brannan announced today the appointment of
Richard E. McArdle as chief of the Forest Service, U. S, Department of Agriculture.
He will succeed Lyle F. Watts, chief forester for the past nine years, who has
announced his decision to retire from active duty June 30.

Paying tribute to Mr. Wotts, Secretary Brannan said: "He has been one of the

S it
most effectiye and courageous leaders of the Forest Service in the great tradition
of 1ts service to the American people. Under his guldance, forestry has taken a
much greater part in the agricultural resources conservation program and has become
an essential part of American agriculture. His other associates and I will miss
Lyle Watts very much, but we are pleased at the prospects of having his advice and
counsel readily available during his well-earned retirement.”

Mr. Watts' retirement from active duty as chief of the Forest Service will
mark the completion of a public career service of nearly LO years. He has headed
the Federal forestry agency since 1943,

Startine as a fire guard in a western national forest, he worked up through
the ranks to the Natlon's top forestry position. In recognition of his outstanding
public service, Mr. W-tts in 1950 received the Department of Agriculture's distin-
guished service award "for distinguished and effective leadership in advancing the
conservation of forest resources in the United States and internationally." He
was commended for his work in stimulating improved forestry practices in this country,
for his stalwart defense of public interests in the use of forest resources, and
for his important role in the development of a world forestry organization.

A career government forester, Mr. McArdle has been a member of the Forest
Service for more than 25 years. Since 1944 he has served as assistant chief in
charge of cooperative forestry programs. Under his leadership, the TFederal programs

ORGD (over) USDA 1212-52
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carried on in cooperation with the States to encourage and facilitate the protection
and sound management of the country's férests have been greatly accelerated.

In the Federal-State cooperative fire control program, the area of State and
private forest land under organized protection from fire now totals more than
360 million acres, and since 1944, the area that still lacks such protection has
been reduced by some 60 million acres.

Cooperative production and distribution of trees for woodland and shelterbelt
plenting, which dropped to & low rate during World War II, last year passed all
previous records. The Federal-State program to provide on-the-ground technical
advice and assistance to woodland owners was developed largely during the past
elght years.

Mr. McArdle's earlier governmental forestry service included the directorship
of two regional forest exveriment stations, where he conducted important research
work on fire control and on timber growth and yileld. During a year's absence from
the Forest Service in 1934-35 he served as dean of the School of Forestry, Univer-
sity of Idaho. He served overceas with the U, S. Army during World War I.

A native of Lexington, Ky., Mr. McArdle was brought up in Norfolk, Va. He is
a graduate of the University of Michigan, where he recelved the Bachelor of Science
degree in forestry in 1923, an M. S, in 192h, and a Ph.D. degree in 1930. He
served as part-time instructor in forestry at the University of Michigan from 1927
to 1930.

Mr. McArdle entered the Forest Service as a Junior Forester in l92h, and was
assigned to the Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Station. One of his
early research projects was a study of forest fires, and his research on the
subject was interrupted several times by calls to help fight fires as a crew leader
during emergency veriods in the national forests. Following a three-year leave
of absence for graduate study, he returned to the Service to continue his research

work in 1930. In 1934 he accepted appointment by the University of Idaho to head
USDA 1212-52-2
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its School of Forestry. He returned to the Forest Service in 1935 to become directo:
of the Rocky Mountain Forest and Renge Experiment Station at Fort Collins, Colo.
Three years later he moved east to assume the directorship of the Appalachian Forest
Experiment Station, with headquarters at Asheville, ¥, C. In 1944 he wes brought
to W-shington, D. C, as assistant chief of the Forest Service, in charge of State
and private forestry cooperation, the position he has held to date.

Mr. McArdle is a member of Sigma Xi, scientific honor society, and a member
of the council of the Society of American Foresters.

Prior to his appointment as chief forester, Mr. Watts' forestry career included
gservice in four of the ten national forest regions, two of which he headed as
U. S. regional forester. He also svent several years in research work, including
five years as director of a forest exvneriment station. He was the organizer and
first head of the School of Forestry at Utah State Agricultural College.

Mr. Watts 1s chairman of the standing advisory committee on forestry of the
United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization. He took an active part in the
organization and develooment of the forestry branch of FAO, and was technical ad-
visor to the U. S, delegate to general seselons of FAO in Quebec in 1945, Copen-
hagen in 1946, in Washington, D. C, in 194€ and 1949, and in Rome in 1951. He
was also a U, S, delecate to the Inter-American Conference on the Conservation of
Renewable Natural Resources in Denver in 19L&, and attended the United Nations
Selentific Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of Resources at Lake
Sucress in 1949,

Towa State College has conferred on Mr. Watts an honorary Doctor's degree
and its Alumni Merit Awsrd. He also was presented the Croix du Chevalier de la
Merite Agricole by the French Government. He has served on the general administra-
tlon board of the Department of Agriculture Graduate School. He is a fellow of
the Society of American Foresters.

(over) USDA 1212-52-3
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Mr, Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County,-Iowa; in 1890. .He received a
Bachelor of Seience in Forestry degree at Iowa State College in 1913, and esarned
the Master of Forestry degree at the same institution in 1928. Following short-
term employment as a student assistant on timber survey work, he entered the Forest
Service July 1, 1913, as a technical assistant in the Wyomine National Forest. He
served successively as assistant supervisor of the Bolse National Forest in Idaho,
as supervisor of the Weiser and the Idaho National Forests, and as forest inspector
working out of the Ogden, Utah, regionel office.

It wes during a leave of absence from the Federal service in 1928 and 1929
that Mr., Watts organized the forestry school at Utah State Agricultural College.
He returned to the Forest Service to engage in research work at the Intermountain
Forest and Renge Expefiment Station in Opden. In 1931 he was named director of
the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station at Missoula, Mont,
From 1935 to 1939, he served as ragibnal forester of the‘North Cental Region. He
then became regional Torester of the Pacific Northwest Region.

In 1942 Mr. Wotts wes called to Washington, D. C. to take charge of the wartime

farm labor activities of the Department of Agriculture.

(EDITORS: Photographs of both Mr., McArdle and Mr, Watts are available for publi-
cation purposes from the Press Service, U. S, Department of Agriculture,

Waghington 25, D. Bk
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Chief Forester

LYLE F. WATTS became Chief Forester
in January 1943. He took on what the
late Teddy Roosevelt had called a job of
“sacred trust.” His preparation for that
trust was 30 years of wide and varied
forest experience. As a field assistant
and forest examiner in Wyoming and
Idaho, he had cleared trails, saddied
horses surveyed timber, planted trees,
rzaled logs for timber sales. He had
s2rved as deputy supervisor and super-
visor on three national forests in Idaho,
and as assistant chief of forest manage-
ment at the Intermountain regional
office.

Watts started his forestry work at the
bottom—in the Missouri River bottoms,
to be exact. As a student assistant back
in the summer of 1912 he estimated cot-
tonwood timber along the east bank of
the Missouri. He also did fire patrol in

"4 'L —~ Minnesota and timber reconnaissance in

L

.-the Rockies before he graduated from
Iowa State College and entered the For-
est Service.

Born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa,

D /,.‘)-he moved to Bellingham, Wash., with
y{ his parents as a youngster, and was

»

brought up in the big timber country of
the Northwest. He returned to his
native State to enter forestry school and
received his B. S. in 1913. He entered
F'S as a regular field assistant that same
year. Iowa State College tacked on_a
Master of Forestry degree 1n 1928.

During a brief absence from FS, Watts
organized the School of Forestry at Utah
Agricultural College. . Returning, he di-
rected range and stream flow studies at
the Intermountain Forest Experiment
Station in Utah, and, in 1931, was named
director of the Northern Rocky Mountain
Forest and Range Experiment Station at
Missoula, Mont. In 1936 he became re-
gional forester for the North Central
States, with headquarters at Milwaukee,
-Wis., and, in 1939, was transferred to
Portland Oreg., as regional forest--: for
the Pacific Northwest.

SDA TCR Fel

bruary 19, 1945

No ‘desk povnder

The pioneer Chief Forester, Gifford
Pinchot, gave, the conservation move-
ment in America its first real impetus.
The present Caief has the Jjob of trans-
lating that movement into a practical,
working program. In as.mte of all that
has been accomplished, our forest situa-
tion is far from healthy. The trend of
forest deterioration has vet to be re-
versed. Forest depletion already has
gone so far, Mr. Watts is convinced, that
Wwe are going to face a period of wood
shortage before adequate new supplies of
timber can be grown. If we are to meet
prospective long-range requirements for
timber, he says, our present annual rate
of timber growth will have to be doubled,

Lyle Watts is not the loud, desk-
pounding type of executive. At a con-
ference he is apt to talk less than others
in the group. But when he does talk,
it is usually right to the point. He is
tall, straight and slender, blue- -eyed, in-
formal, and friendly. He has the long,
easy stride of a man of the woods. He
thinks of forests, however, in terms of
human welfare. At a family meeting
of FS employees soon after he became
their Chief, Lyle Watts told his co-
workers:

“I know what happens to people in for-
est communities after their timber has
been liquidated improperly or too fast,
We all know that forest land resources
can help bring reasonable security to
people who want to own homes and raise
families. And I will do all that T can-to
help you make sute that these resources
are so managed that they will do just
that.”—C. E. RANDALL. FS,



LYLE F. WATTS: Lo s Novi 19,1090
>~ :
Date of birth: 11-18-90,
Cerro Gordo County, Iowa,

July 1, 1913 - Entered the Service as technical assistant Wyoming
National Forest. [J*Q 417

Mr, Watts is a graduate of the Iowa Forest, School having re-
celved the degree of B, 8. in Forestry and M, F, 81nce graduation,
he has been constantly engaged in forestry, with about seventeen
years Forest Service experience in scientific and administrative
work as Forest Assistant, Forest Examiner, Assistant Forest Super-
visor, Forest SBupervisor, Assistant in the Office of Forest Manage-
ment of Region 4, and Senior Silviculturist, During 1938-9 he was
Dean of the Forest School, Utah Agricultural College, lLogan, Utah
returning to the Forest Service September 1, 1929.

Summer of 1911, reconnaissance for three months on Sevier
National Forest; summer of 1912, three monthe spent on fire patrol
on Superior National Forest; fzll of 19123, one month estimating cot-
tonwood on east side of Missouri River in Iowa; Spring of 1913, had
charge of the laboratory in Forest Planting for the Iowa State Col-
lege, supervision and construction of beds and care, transplanting
of seedllngs and willow and cottonwood cuttings, July 1, 1913 (per-

manent appointment) assigned as field assistant to Wyoming National
Forest, timber survey, brush burning and general timber-sale work,
1915 and 1916 in charge of timber-survey work Wyoming and Wasatch
National Forests. 1917 assigned to Cache National Forest as Forest
Examiner in charge of forest planting at Pocatello Nursery. May
1918 to April 1920, Deputy Supervisor on Boise Forest, last three
months with dnsignation of Forest Superviesor; Spring 1920 to 1822,
Supervisor Weiser National Forest; January 16 1922 to March 1, 1926
Supervisor Idaho National Forest; March 1, 1936 transferred to Ogden
office as second man in Forest Lanagement resigned from Forest Ser-
vice, May 31, 1928 to accept position ae head of forestry department
at Utah Agricultural College. /..

Reinstated September 1, 1929 - Great Basin Experiment Station,
Ogden,Utah. (Intermountain Forest Experiment Station).

August 1, 1921, transferred to Northern Rocky Mountain Forest
Experiment Station as Director.

February 1936 - Regional Forester, R-9,

Febywary /829 - N~& .
EDUCATION: e _
7l e r choof , [ /eap o *[ : _‘,A}‘ 1tne haw, Aiadh .,P.{.,QY-‘?
4 years High School, Clear Lake Iowa.- el ) (Rl s ¢

4 years Iowa State College, B.S. in Forestry 1913, M,F, 1928,



Membership in scientific socities and offices:

Alpha Zeta, Honorary Agric. Fraternity, Phi Kappa
Phi, Honorary Science Fraternity; Society of
American Foresters] American Forestry Association;
Ecological Society of America; Northwest Scientific
Association: Utah Academy of Science.
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EXTRA-WAT TS TO LEAVE ReS

WATTS GOES AND PRICE COMZES

“After more than three years of an outstanding leadership which has created a
spirit of teamwork and esprit d!' corps throughout Region Nine unsurpassed, if equal=-
led, in the Forest Serv1ce, Regional Forester Lyle F, Watts is being transferred to

_the helm of Region ith headquarters at Portland, Oregon.

A falr am erstanding leader, he has Secured lasting and beneficial results
along wide forestry fronts, It has never been necessary for him to assume the role
of a driver, because everyone in the organization has been eager to contribute his
best in the appreciation of square treatment and for the good of the conservation
cause, He and his equally friendly and appreciated wife will leave with their son
and daughter about April 1 with the deeply sincere well wishes of everyone in this
region of the Forest Scrvice. That in the Service == where coming and going is part
of existence -- is the one thing most hoped for by us all,

We greet as new Regional Forester the present Associate Regional Forester of
Region Five, Jay H. Prices Just when he will arrive in Milwaukee with his wife and
children has not been given out, but they will find a warm welcome when they do come.

Mr, Price was here in 1937 on a general inspection trip with Assistant Chief
Marsh, and became acquainted with our field men and regional office staff while get-
ting a broad view of our objectives, problems and progress. He is one of the senior
Associate Regional Foresters, having held that position at San Franeisco since it
was created. He is a graduate in engineering of the University of California and
has had valuable logging engineering experience in private industry before entering
the Forest Service, During the war he commanded a company, All in all he has had
an unusually well rounded experience, both in our Service and out ef it, which com-
bines with a personality which instills confidence and wins friends to make him a
natural choice for this well merited promotion, He will find herec an organization
with fine traditions of service and ready to cooperate to the fullest degree.

C. J. Buck, present Regional Forester at Portland, is being transferred to the
Weshington Office as Goneral Inspector and Special Assistant to the Chief, according
to the Associated Press of today.




Utah State Agricultural College

Candidates for the Honorary Doctor’s Degree
Monday, June 1, 1953

EvrrLa V. REEDER

Doctor of Humanities
Citation:
Mr. President:

I take great pleasure in presenting Mrs. Ella V. Reeder, mother.
home-maker and tireless advocate of more effective organization among
farm women to bring about better educational, social, and spiritual
opportunities for rural people. As an ardent champion of a more pro-
ductive and more prosperous agriculture, Mrs. Reeder has served in many
capacities her country and her state.

Because of these services, and because of her years of unselfish
devotion as Board Member and patron to the highest interests of the Utah
State Agricultural College, 1 am honored to recommend on behalf of the
Faculty and the Board of Trustees that Mrs. Reeder be granted the degree
of Doctor of Humanities.

LyLe F. Warrts
Doctor of Science
Citation:
Mr. President:

I have the honor to present Lyle F. Watts, retired chief of the
United States Forest Service. As a public servant Mr. Watts has devoted
his life to the conservation of our heritage of forests, streams, and scenic
grandeur, a service for which he was recently granted the distinguished
service award of the United States Department of Agriculture “for dis-
tinguished and effective leadership in advancing the conservation of
forests in the United States and internationally.”

Because of him, the groves, "God's first temples” offer a greener
sancturary. Because of him the wild denizens of forest, mountain, stream
and lake are more abundant and more secure. Because of him our water-
sheds better conserve and store winter snows and summer rains.

For all these contributions to the nation's wealth, health and
scenic beauty, and for his service in organizing the Utah State School
of Forestry, I take pleasure in recommending on behalf of the Faculty
and the Board of 'IPrustees that he be granted the degree of Doctor
of Science.

Harorp B. LEe

Doctor of Humanities
Citation:

Mr. President:

I am greatly honored to present Elder Harold B. Lee. As educator
and publisher Elder Lee has made notable contributions to the culture
of our state and region. As a public servant and a citizen he has worked
single-mindedly for the highest standards of public and private duty.

a churchman he has demonstrated, through his service to the Welfare
program of his Church, that the Christian principles of love and service
to mankind can be made practically effective in the modern world. As
family man and neighbor he has set an example of noble living before
the youth of this land, and as author he has stimulated and inspired
that youth by his faith, his wisdom, and his understanding.

On behalf of the Faculty and the Board of Trustees I take pleasure
in recommending that the College honor itself by conferring upon Elder
Lee the degree of Doctor of Humanities.
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Lyle F. Watts, retiring Chief of the U, S. Forest Service, intends to carry
on any way he can 1n the interests of forest conservation, he told his fellow
employees in a farewell statement on his last day of official service.

He ies keenly interested in the development of international cooperation in
forestry, he said, and hopes to continue his support of the forestry activities
of the lnited Nations Food and Agricultural Organization. For the United States
and for the z:'ire werld, conservation of natural resources, he feels, is one of
the foremost needs. It is absolutely essential if the people of this country
and of the free world sre to continue their prﬁgroaa and development as free
peoples.

For the next few months, Mr, Watts said, he plans to do a lot of fishing.
Cne of the things that attracted him to the forestry profession when he was a
young man, he sald, was the thought that it might provide frequent opportunities
to go fishing along cool woodland streams. But after nearly 4O years on the
job with the Forest Serwice, he is still waiting for a chance to really fish
to his heart's content.

During his last week of official service, Mr. Watts was feted on a number
of occasions by members of the Forest Service and officials of other agencies,
Hutual goodbyes were said at a2 Forest Service "Family Meeting" arranged and
conduced by the clerical staff of the Service, The retiring Chief Forester was
guest of honor at a supper and dance at the Beltsville Log Cabin, attended by
Forest Service employees, "alumni”, and friends. The Secretary of Agriculture's
staff meeting on June 26 was devoted mainly to a farewell statement by lir. Watts
to associates in the Department of Agriculture. On June 24, he was given a lunche
eon by a group of officials of the Department of the Interior. Ir. Watts fore

mally turned over the reins to his successor as Chief of the Forest Service,



o

Richard E. McArdle, at a meeting of the U. S. Regional Foresters and Directors
of Forest Experiment stations in Washington this week.

"I am grateful for the wonderful opportunity I have had for nearly forty
years to serve the people of America," Hr. Watis said in his farewell state-
ment. "Whatever success I have had is due to the splendid organization and
the traditions of public service of the Forest Service. As I wind up my tour
of active du*_r.y, my only advice to my fellow workers is: Never forget the bzsiec
goal on which the Forest Service has grown great, the criterior on which all
its decisions have been based., That goal is "the greatest good of the greatest

number in the long run.'"



ok Biographical Sketch of Lyle F. Vatts

Lyle F, Watts has been Chief of the Forest Service in the United States
Department of Agriéulture since January, 1943, Broad training in public
service preceded his assignment as Chief Forester,

Mr. Watts' experience includes service in all phases of the administrative
branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional Forester
in two Regions (the National Forests embrace ten forest reglons including
public forest lands in Alaska and Puerto Rico); several years in the forest
research branch, including four years as Director of the Northern Rocky
Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station; and two years in the field of
forestry education during which time he organized the school of forestry

at the Uteh Agricultural College, In all, his work has carried him into four
Kegionss, His early work was in the Intermountain Region with headquarters
at Ogden, Utah, His research experience was in the Northern Rocky Mountain
Region with headquarters at Missoula, Montana, In 1936 he was appointed
Regional Forester for the North Central Region which includes the National
Forests of Illinois, Indiana, Iows, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and
Wisconsines In 1939 he was transferred to the post of Regional Forester in
the North Pacific Region, with headquarters at Fortland, Oregon.

During 1941 and part of 1942, Mr, Watts served as Chairman of the Department
of Agriculture committee desling with post-war planning for the Pacific North-
wests

In the fall of 1942, because of his wide experience in employing, organizing
and dealing with skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with
livestock men, construction outfits and the public, Mr. Watis was brought

to Washington to assist the Secretary of Agriculture in the activities of
the Department related to farm labor,

When Mr. Watts was appointed as Chief Forester, Secretary Vickard made the
following statement, "Mr, Watts' broad experience and understanding of the
country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our

forest land will be of particular value in wartime, He has a sound grasp

of & program desigred to mect the requircments of this emergency as well

as the long range needs of the Nation in conserving and developing its forest
lands,"

Mr, Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, He received the Bachelor

of Science in Forestry degree at the Iowe State College in 1913; was grented
the professional degree of Master of Forestry in 1928, He entered the Forest
Service on July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the Wyoming Netional Foreste



Lyle Ford Waits:

chief foresier of the nation

ELE FORD WATTS, 56-year-old chief forester
of the United States, is a career man in
the truest sense of the word. In the summer
of 1913, less than a month after walking off
the campus of Iowa State College at Ames
' fortified with a degree of Bachelor of Science
in forestry, he entered the forest Service of
g the Department of Agriculture as technical
assistant in Wyoming. He's been in the serv-
; e ice ever since with the exception of a few
Lyle Watts months in 1942 when his chief, Secretary of
Agriculture Claude R. Wickard, called him to Washington as special as-
sistant in charge of farm labor activities. But on January 1, 1943, Wickard
returned him to the Forest Service in the role of chief forester. As such
his authority extends over 461,697,000 acres, about one-third of the land
surface of continental United States.

True to the legendary tradition of the outdoors, Watts seldom makes a
formal address, prefers to do his talking seated on a log or an upturned
box with the people of the forest or the range. Tall, spa/re. he lights his
pipe and sits easily in his chair at staff meetings while he does a homey
travel talk—generally about one of the frequent trips he makes to the
country’s many wooded regions in the public domain. He is an entertain-
ing speaker with a simple, forthright style and retains interest by fre-
quently bringing his listeners into his talks by asking, “You're from down
there, Joe. How do they call that town?”

Shunning recrimination, Watts has been content to brand as “mislead-
ing” claims that “there’s still plenty of timber.” He points to survey
reports of the Forest Service and the American Forestry Association
that there is 44 per cent less standing sawtimber in the country today
than 36 years ago, and that timber is still being cut 50 per cent faster
than it is growing. After 34 years in the Forest Service he is thoroughly
convinced that the “scarcity trend” in the nation’s forests cannot be
reversed without strict and long-range federal-state control of cutting.

e Cl ey — = Ll
Three National Forest Parts Consolidated

WASHINGTON, June 6.-(®)- | Trinity national forests were con-
President Truman Thursday con- | solidated “in the interest of ad-
solidated parts of three national | ministrative management,”

PARADE JULY 13, 1947

forests i liforni “the Si
Riverss glatﬁizloiﬁ;zsisu B s The proclamation added that

A proclamation said that parts the action does not change the —peeeeas
of the Siskiyou, Klamath and ' status of any land ownerships.

OREGON JOURNAL, Portland, Ore. 6/6/47
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2 future will need such information
:ics of government interested in re-
. attendant conservation problems.
- will have to proceed on a hit-and-
g crude estimates which can in no

actory.

i Virginia we have too long delayed
f the problems which have arisen
ns and hillsides have been denuded

resources.

However, now that at

e making an intelligent approach to
we will need every bit of information

plied.

-MTN. Elkins, W.Va. 6/19/47

Reserves
dress at Oklahoma City recently,
of Agriculture Anderson asked a
estion: “What will the United
ke 100 years from now?”
Peaking with reference to food and
he contirued: “Will the people
y of milk, meat, fruit and vege-
. balanced diet. . . . Or will they be
i sickly, aging and dying before
#  Mr. Anderson pointed out that
* depends mainly on what we do
sonservation,  He further called to
he fact that it was only about a
.2 half ago that we really began to
to cast up our losses on a na-
+ and to decide that only a nation-
; would stop them.
. 1933 that the soil erosion service
shed, and erosion-control demon-
:0jects came into being to help
iderstand soil conservation. The
iservation corps helped provide the
or for these demonstration proj-
135, with the soil conservation act
| the soil conservation service es-
ioll erosion had official recognition
ial problem—and the next year'an
gram of conservation got under,
ifically the activity included the
strip cropping, terracing, contour
, crop rotation, cover crops for
rotection of fields, free and grass
A badly eroded land, control of gul«
nstruction of small reservoirs.
ld war 2 broke into that program
a good beginning had been made.
srtunate in our production during
years, and we have been fortungte
) years that have followed: But
geen drawing on our stil reseryesd
time for a break or a slowdown in
vation program.

TRIBUNE, Great Falls, Mont.
6/2/41

So. Carol:{na N YECTIN

STATE - Columbia,

GIFT HORSES

For the past several years, at no addition-

lal tax expense to the South Carolina public

the State Forest Service has been construct-
ing, maintaining and improving a group of
state parks for the benefit of the South Car-
olina public. This system of parks didn’t
cost the people of South Carolina an extra
thin dime. A large part of the building ex-
pense was borne by the United States gov-
ernment, and the initial work was done by

the boys of the Civilian Conservation Corps.

This park system put within reach of ev-
ery citizen of South Carolina—some within
not quite as easy reach as others—recrea-
tional advantages never before enjoyed.
Picnic areas with eating pavilions and out-
door fireplaces were set up; recreation halls
for meetings and dancing; eating places
where those who wished could put their
shins under a table and order a nice meal;
day camps and recreation centers for needy

children; cottages for vacationists; lakes for

swimming and boats for fishing, and so on
and on.

And it was all a free gift, except for nom-
inal charges for the special privileges and|
services, but still these advantages were
available where they never had been before|:
in South Carolina and at nominal cost.

At one of the state parks a fence was
built separating the bathing beach from the
rest of the park area. It had numerous ad-
vantages. It gave the bathers freedom from
those who were not bathing but merely look-|
ing around. It also brought in additional
revenue as many took advantage of the lack
of control to slip around the bath houses and
snitch a swim. Any way it was considered
advantaegous by the park service.

But the beneficiaries of the park did not
like the fence. They set up a howl. The
fuss was so great that in order to gquiet the
disturbance the fence was taken down.

It seems well to remind the South Carolina
public who enjoy our state parks that these
installations cost them practically nothing,
although the details of management may not

meet with the personal approval of all the

beneficiaries, we are still getting a lot for
nothing, and the park officials are trying to
dperate them in the best interests of safety
and other considerations of the public, and
it is bad taste to look a gift herse in the|
mouth. i




LYLE VAATIS

He's Father to the Foresis

"Ho's likes a father to the foresie,” a motherly looking Washington

stenographer s2id ihe other day of Lyle Ford Watts, sixth chief foresbter
of the United States, She'd just Hyped up "The Chief's' remarks to his
headquarters staff of scienmtists, Sechnisians and administrators on a visit
he made to Unnle Sam's southland forests, The trip was one of many he
continually talces without fanfars or formality %o thewods reglons throughout
the country,

1ylé Webts delivers a formal address oniy when the necessitiex of )
his official post -- Teddy Roosevelt called this "a position of sacred trust® ﬂ
-~ demands, e prefers %o do his talking seaited on a log or an upturnaed
box in the back country with the people of the forest or the range, lumbermen,
cattlemen, sheep herders, hmbers, campers or forest rangers, At shaf?
moetinzs, this tell, slighily stooped bureau veteran of 58 sits easily
in his chair, lights his pipe and does a homely travel talk,

Ho has a photographis eye, pictures well what he's seen, mekes mo
protense of remezbaring names exmotly, gets inmberest by froquently asking
if he's right, *You'rs from down there, Jdoes How do they call that town?*®
When through, 18 has restated, with objest lessons neither emphasized or
oriticized, the desirablo and undesirable on Uncle's 150 national forssts
and on the nation’s forest land as & whole, "He reminds me of the faverite
professor svery schoolboy remsmbers,” one of his foresters sald awhile back,

This Iowa-borm westernmsr whose work affects about one-third the
lend surface of continental United States belisves moct everyone would do
the right dhing if they really knew "the how and the why," Thus he's
at pains to see that all iis Forest Service employess kuow both sides of

all forest and range controvoriies, This philosophy popped wp surprisingly
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when he was recently asksd why he circulated among his own men published
material bitterly criticizing him end why he did not attack his assailants,
Said the soft-voiced Watts: ™We want members of the Forest Service to
know not only the public side of this controversy, but both sides,” and
"He make no attacks on anyone,"

Ho name oaller either, Chiof Watts has been sontent to brand as
"misleading™ certain forest industry publieity that “there is plenty of
timber," although recent survey reports by the publio':' tgnnt Service
and the privately financed American Foresiry Assoclatlon agreed there is
today 44 percent less standing sawtimber in the country than there was
38 years ago, and that we are still cutting sawbimber 50 peroent faster than
it is growing, After 34 years in the bureau =~ he began as a laborer in
Utah in 1913 == "The Chief" is convinced that the "scarcity trend" in
sawbimber cammot be reversed without Federal-State somtrol of cutting,
different but comparable in its own field to regulation of the stock

exohangs or the public utilities,

Ve 8¢ Forest Serviee

May 26, 1947
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Wilderness Boss

BY RICHARD L. NEUBERGER

We're losing forests at the
rate of five billion feet a
year. But Chief Forester Lyle
‘Watts has a plan to save them

N FADED dungarees, new camping togs or
leftover Army clothes, the American peo-
ple are vacationing this summer amidst the
green solitudes of the country’s National
Forests. More than 35,000,000 — including
many ex-GI's — will have bivouacked beside
snow-fed lakes and plumed waterfalls by the
time autumn tints the woodlands once more.

Whether America’s wilderness vacationers -

mix flapjack batter in the White Mountain
National Forest of New Hampshire or trudge
along a canyon trail in the Fremont National
Forest of Oregon, they are the guests of a tall,
lean man with silvery hair—Lyle Ford Watts,
hard-working chief of the United States
Forest Service. )

He has charge of a domain that reaches
into 42 states and is larger than that of any
governor, for not even Texas is the size of the
National Forests. He occupies the job which
the late Franklin D. Roosevelt once said he

had “a hankering for’” after he retired from
the White House.

The millions who invade the National
Forests this summer will quickly see the
problems of their hdst, the boss forest ranger
of the U.S.A. Desolate acres of cut-over
stumps in the near-by foothills will tell them
the gravity of these problems. Charred rem-
nants of magnificent groves will emphasize the
peril that confronts Watts’ domain whenever
lightning forks from the sky or a camper is
careless with a match.

Conservation — or Trouble

““T'o BUILD homes for veterans and for other
domestic uses,” says Watts, “‘we’ll need about
fourteen billion cubic feet of lumber each
year. Fire and insects and disease destroy
two billion feet annually. Yet we have a
growth of only eleven billion feet. This means
our -forests are being depleted at the rate of

five billion cubic feet every twelve months. -

1f that goes on we’ll drop into the laps of our
children a shortage not only of lumber but also
of scenery, water, wildlife and recreation.”

To perpetuate the nation’s forests, which
provide 3,750,000 jobs and store up in lakes
and rivers the drinking-water supply of half

the population, Watts contends that a six-
point program ought to be adopted. This is it:

1. Forests must be selectively logged, so
that only certain trees are felled.

2. Sufficient trees must be spared in order
that the land will surely be re-seeded.

3. Forest-fire protection must be more
vigilant and intensive.

4. Young timber must not be cut.

5. Logging methods which drag chains and

cables against uncut trees must be prevented.

6. The American people must be conserva-
tion conscious and aware of the importance
of safeguarding our great natural resources.

A former timber cruiser, Lyle Watis
heads foresters ranging in 42 stafes

man in Oregon’s fir groves. Lyle met ms wire
when she was timber-appraisal clerk at Ogden,
Utah, and he was marking lodgepole pine
along the Blacks Fork River in the High
Uintas Mountains,

NoMmeang

‘WhaiLe her husband fought forest fires,
seeded tree nurseries and patroled the grassy
ranges, Nell Watts lived on the frontier with
him. She fried Dolly Vardens on rusty iron
stoves and carried water from bubbling up-
land springs. She remembered all this the
day he phoned her and said, “I’ll dry- the
dishes for you from now on, Nell, but I won’t
wash them any more.”

“Lyle, what’s the matter?” she asked.

“I've been appointed Chief of ‘the Forest
Service,” he replied.

From the day he got his degree in forestry . '
at Jowa State College a third of a century
ago, Watts has been a scholar in the woods.
Forestry to him has meant scientific. under-
standing of the growth of timber as well as
throwing a diamond hitch on a pack horse
or walking 30 miles between dawn and sun-
down. !

With his frameless glasses, high-domed

' forehead and thin face, Lyle Watts looks con-_

siderably more like a college professor than
the top kick of America’s forest rangers.

An old-timer at Ogden remembers that two
of the best men on the trail when the govern-
ment undertook to mark boundaries in the
Yellowstone basin were Watts and a young

eutenant of cavalry whom everyone called
Continued on page 17
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Forest Service Chief lLooks tc South
for One Half of Post War Wood Supply
The South will be called on to supply about one half of the nation's
future timber requirements which are estimated now at 21 billion oubic fest,
Lyle F. Watts, chief, Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, told the
Southern Forestry Conference of forest owners, operators, industrialists and
State and Federal officials meeting today ( Jan., 20 ) in Atlanta, Ca,

f

Watts sald the nation appeared to be entering upon a new era of woeod,
with mnn&f;nw uges opening up in the field of chemistry and new ong;noering
techniques enabling wood to hold its own in competition with other building
materials, For the period immediately following the war, he said reconstruction
requirements abroad hold promise of greatly increased export markets. This
outlock, he indicated, supports the 2I billion post war estimate, which compares
with current wartime cornsumption and losses of somewhat less than 17 billion
cuble feet per year.

Citing the South's wvast acreage of forest land and prolific and com-
mercially useful trees, he wondered, he said, if the region realized the extent
of its responsibility to the natlion in meeting incrfeased future sewtimber needs.

If these needs were to be supplied, he told the confersnce, it would
be neceasary to double the annual growth in the southern States, since even
before the foresis were subjected to stepped-up wartime cutting amnual growth
was estimated at 5.6 billion cubis feet, or only about half post war output to
be expected of them. Sawtimber drain, he said, is alrsady almost twice current
annual growth. In this doubling of the productivity of its foreats, he added,
lay the chief hope fopr much of the indusitrial expansion now "so eagerly sought
by the South,”

Regults of forestry efforts of the past 20 years in the South, he



Wattas-South Pz 2

declarsd, still leave its forest problem largely unsolved. He was appalled,
hs said, "by our failure to solve the problem of fire control,” and spoke of
many localities where forest depletion had reached such an advanced stage that
restoration could no longer be affected by private owners alone.

The chief forester advocated public regulation of cutting and other
practices on privately owned forest land as indispensable if prospective post war
production zoals were to be met., He told the conference that the type of regulation
urged by the Forest Service would provide for direct Federal action only when and
where a State failed to enact and enforce suitable legislation, and said that from
the standpcint of sheer self interest the South should weloome this "aid and
stimulus for developingz the great pobéntialities of its forest resource,”

lire Watts held that public regulation of forest practices was in keeping
with broader government controls which he believed must come because of changes
brought about by the war and because of the demands whioh a prospective 130
billion dollar a year economy, as compared to the €0 or 70 billion dollar pre-war
economy, would make on the nation's resources. The type of regulation proposed,
he said, was a basic rule tc protect the public interest and not in any way com-
parable to "the arbitrary edicts necessitated by war." He declared it would not
interfere with ordirnary business transactions, and denied that it meant in any
shape or form "displacing private enterprise and taking over management of land
or industry by government,.”

At the same time, he raid that private owners should do as much of the
Job of inecreasinz the tree crop as possible, and sugzested that to facilitate
good forest management present federal aids to forest land owners should be
strengthened and extended. He thought that government should be prepared to
purchase badly deteriorated or low walue forests but that the need for public

acquisition in the South would be much less than in some other forested regions,



¥ | Printed in The Southside Virginia News,
' - Petersburg, Va.,, November 9, 1944

LYLE F. WATIS

Yartime ohief of the U, 8, Forest ‘ervice, Lyle I, Vatts holds an
important, many-sided job, the successliul aduinistration of wiich aficots
the lives of the American people in myriad ways.

“esponsible for the administration of the 155 Hational Forests
soatlered from Alaska to Florida and from &im.to California, as well as
of the 12 forest experiment etations end the famous Forest Products Labe
oratory at ¥adison, %Wis., "the Chief" ie alsc general supervisory head of
the various cooperative progrems through which the Federal government works
to help ftate and private owners of timberland raise stendards of management,
productivity and community service in all the forest regions.

Todey, ¥r, Watts is deeply concernmed with thres thingss Firet, that |

_ the forest resource shall meke the rreatest possible contribution toward
winning the war, Second, that in so far as possible, this contribution of
timber and forest products shall be made without awidable sacrifioce of
producing forests. Third, the' at the earliest pussible moment the United
‘tates shall adopt & broad Federsl-“tate cooperative prosrem ocaloulated to
sontrol destruetive outting practices on private forest land and to put
the forest rescurce on a continucus production basis that will bring a new

stability and prosperity to forest workers, industries and communities.

ir, Vatts entered the Yorest fervice 31 years ago, following graduation
with the degree of Bachelor o' fSolense in Forestry from Iowa State College.
Save for (wo years when he left the service temporarily to organize the
Sohool of Forestry of Uteh Agricultural College, nis government service hes
been continucus,.



Before he was named chief in January of 1943, his experience
inoluded all phases of Forest Servise work, from fire guard to regional
forester and the directorship of an experiment station. lie worked in
four of the ten Forest Service regions, was reglonal forester for the
Lake and Central States and for the Pacific liorthwest, and has traveled
and studied in all the ot.horo.

Hr, Vatts was born in Cerro Gordo county, Iows, in 1830, but lﬁj
o most of his early years in the Pacific Northwest, which from the standpoint

e s il it sl
of old-growth timber reserves is citen celled the moest important forest
region in the United States., Not long ago, he traveled extensively in
the fouth, where ho was impressed with the pood forestry practices being
enployed by many firme and individuals, but deeply lamented the obvious
fact that clear cutting, inadequate [ire protection and other forest-

destroying forces still prevail upon most southern forest land,
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Wiashington Office Information Digest, April 12, 1944

(CONFIDENTIAL - SERVICE)

Ch1ef To Speak before Varyland Conservation: Forum ik S
"Federal Participation in MeasuresJ?%P\Better Forest Practices" is the subject
of a talk to be delivered by Mr\\_&ttsfbefore the Maryland vonservatlon Forum’
at Baltimore today, April 1l2. H :

uunplemental Lstimates : s : SRR :
Activities on the finangial front at/the present time ineélude: the submnssxon
of supplemental estimates to the.Burgau of the Budget as follows:

E

For additional timber sale flinds, including
$70,000 for work arising frgm the sustained" =i g ey
yield act of March 29, 1944[(F.Y. 194%) ssisreniinies $ 595 950

For-planning flood control nstallatlons on
- the Los Angeles drainage, (Funds are available
; .in the Department now but Pudget Bureau :
approvel is necessary befofre it can be v
cexpended). (FuY¥, 1944-1948) seueorvaciaiveneniaennes 484,520
For planning post war pu Lo il e (F.Y. 1945)...;.;. 5,593,630
Letion in the Budget Bureau wi)l have to be taken promptly on the first and
third items above, if they are/to be included in the 1945 Act. The Senate
Appropriations Committee will [start hearlngs on the Agricultural Approprlatlon
Bill in a few days. . :
This informatioﬁ is strictly/in-Service confidential until action has been
taken by the Budget Buresu apd resulting rnssase, if any, has been forwarded
to Congress.

Nortkh-Amarican Wildlife Conference

Mr. Wiatts'will speak on' "Some Federal Functions in Wildlife and Forest
Management" at the opening session of the Ninth North American Wildlife
Conference, which will be held at tne La Sa1le Hotel in Chicago, April 24,
25 and 26,

Teohnlcal papers by Forest Service men to be presented at the big game
menagement . session will be “Some Resulte of a Study of lMule Deger in Central
Utah" by Orange Olsen, R-4, and "The llurder's Creek Mulé Deer Herd" by
Glenn Mitchell of R=-6. -Lloyd Swift oft the W, O, is general chairman of

the technical sessions of the conference.

Society Meeting

Gifford Pinchot has invited members of the Viashington Section of the Society
of American Foresters (and detailers in Washington) to another annual baked
apple party in his home, "The Governor," 1615 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W,,
at 8 ps ms Friday, April 14. Mr. Watts will spesk on "Regulation Is o
Dilemma." The annual election of Section officers will be held.

(Over)
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Latest on 0&C Bills i

There is a strong probability that when the House reconvenes today, April 12,
one of the first.items of bWsiness to which the House Committee on Public

Lands will give attention will be the executive session in relation to the
bills H. R. 1688 and S. 275, | The open hearings on these bills were concluded
on February 29, but the executive session, was deferred until the printed record
could be made available to the members of the committee, and before that was
practicable the Easter recess \{intervened.

Reports on McCarran Subcommittee Hearings

There have just come from the Gdvernment Printing Office further reports

of the hearings of the McCarran Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Publiec
Lands and Surveys, i. €., Part 9, covering the hearings at Fredonia and
Phoenix, Arizona, Part 10, the héarings at Albuquerque, New Mexico, and .

Part 11, the hearings at Salt Lake| City, Utah. The hearings at Denver, Colo-
rado, have not yet been printed,

Contributions to Local Government
A new approach to the problem of contributions to costs of local government
by conservation lands is afforded by H. R. 4515 introduced by Representative
Thitten on March 29. It provides tha§ where lands of the kind deseribed in
the bill are parts of local entities of government which have issued bonds
that are liens against the real property within such entities and are to be
paid off or liquidated from taxes levied against the real property, the
United States shall within a prescribed period pay the local entity a sum
which would bear the same proportionate relationship to the bonded debt as
the value of the Federal land holdings bedrs to the total value of the real
property within the entity. Such payment,\however, apparently would not
affect the annual contributions otherwise made by such lands,

\

W, O, Visitors A
Ce Po Wiinslow, Director of the Forest Produects Laboratory, arrived Monday
to spend a week or so in the W, 0., He is lockted in Room 5211, Ext. 5653,

G. M. Hunt, Assistant Director of the Laboratory, is also in the W, O.
consulting on program matters, He ¢an be reached in Room 5208, Ext. 5653,

Extra Food for Loggers-
The first step in a new progrem to provide extra)\food rations to men employed
in heavy industry hss been announced by the OPA, |

\

An order announced on April 10 provides extra fooqbonly for ldggers, primarily
those who eat at logging camps and other on-the-job eating places -- but food
needs of men in other heavy industries are now-beiﬁg computed, OPA said, and
as soon as these are completed, supplementary rations will be provided for
them. It becomes effective April 20, 1944, and the \extra rations will be
allowed for periods starting May 1, 1944, Provision is also made in the order
for supplementary rations for individual loggers who!|live in isolated areas
where they cannot get necessary eamounts of fresh foods, ‘

(OPA DAILY BULLETIN)
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THE CHIEF

My heartiest Christmas greetings to you all.

This year it would seem that "Peace on Earth, Good
Will to Men" is a concept that has been all but
blacked out, But has it? Never in the history of
the world was there more hope for the attainment of
that ideal, The rising tide of the worldwide inter-
est in the Four Freedoms and in the rights of the

common man point tec a day when universal peace and \égﬁ.
good will may be a lasting reality. And in the h‘%ﬁﬂf
achievement of that ideal the Forest Service can and 'ﬁthﬁﬁ
will play its part. Qﬁ%ﬁ}g;

fL¢”f?&
Our Forest Service Family today is scattered to ‘*:ﬂ;“ﬁh
the four corners of the whole earth - working and ﬁﬁﬁ}
fighting. The men and women who have left the home gi‘
arc are especially in our thoughts at this Holiday ¢

5€a580I,. |

Thus far, I believe we at home have kept faith with
those who have left to fight the bigger fight of

f the moment. For those of us at home there can only
be this firm resolve « that we will, for our part,
do all we can to help shorten this war and to bring
to reality the ideals for which we are fighting.
May that day, when most of us can be together again i

IS at a truly Merry Christmas Time, come scon!

NI : i/
T33$ﬂ:; Most sincerely, \\RFE}
B2 AN i

|

ARt P / de t AT AR

IYLE F. WATTS, Chief
Forest Service
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Chief Talks to the Famxly

A family meeting of lashington Oifice emplcyees was addressed by our new Chief,

Mr

« Lyle Watts, on February 5. Some of the highlights of !r. Watts' talk which

we belisve would be of special interest to the field follow:

It seems to me that tle vears just aliead are always critical vears,
yet I think that most would agree that in this instance the years
ahead are especially critical for forest conservation.

First there is the obligaticn to use our forest resources and cur
personnel to make the greatest possible contribution to win the war.
I am sure that in tliis we are making a 7rTeal sacrifice. In meny
areas we were cutting our forests too fast befcre the war, and that
over-cutting has been stepped up gresatlve Frankly, that doesn't
cause us muck losc of slieep if it really helpse. It doss point to
positive action to reduece the cut immediately ths peace comes.

The other sacrifice in forest conserveticn which to me seems to sense-
less and unnecessary is the dsgree to which improver cutting of our
Torests is going on. I give full measure of credit to all those
private operators who are following good forest ~ractice, and there
are many. Yet the fact still remains that too muech of ths private
land is being cut over badly. I wish you wouid read the story of the
railroad tie cutting at Liorton, Washington, in the February issusc of
American Foresiss To me that's what I cell a horrible example. That
young forest being cut is growing faster now than at any time during
its 100 years of life. ilaste is excessive. A fire hazard is being
ereated which will be hard to cope with, and the future of a conmunity
is being jeopardized through improper handling of a forcst resource.
Ané tlat in a region vhere we have one-third of all the mature and
over-maturs forests in the United States. That's just onc example of
the problems the war createse I could give many.

The second major nroblem has to do with post-war domands on the
American forestse In my judgnent the next great advence in mcdern
civilization will be in the Orient, the so-callced backward eountries
of Asia with their - millicns of under-privileged people. The American
forests will have to help in that developmoente.

Second only to the great development job in Asia and mueh more urgent
in point of time will bo the reconstruction of the tcwms and eities
of Europe and North Africa. Prompt reconstruction will be one aid to
avoid rovolution. Again American forests vwill be drawn on for wood
productse ”
Our own homgd@ilding program was already way bohind before the wars
andé now eveﬁﬁmﬂjor repairs are cut for the duratione. %hen the war

i5 over there will be need for the greatest home building era we hawe
ever seen in Amcrica.

(over)
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;s of wood
productse

The discoveries and developments in the field of s
as a result of the war will croate great domands £

_ #8211 of these will be the neced to provide full enploy-
ment at fair wages to our own folkse _Millions of »wr boys will be
mustered ocut of the armed forees and they must not fail to find
reaCy work. War industry workors must not be thrown on rcliof while
our pcacc time industry rebuilds. Again our Torest lands ere just
waiting to provide jobs for our pesplesess

Can we bring those jobs and those people needing jobs together so
that »wr natural resources will be a growing rather than a dwindling
asset?

That 's the two jobs aheade Win the war and then win the peace. We
have »ur big part to play and as a team we can do it.

1
_______ | Board Abolished
The ‘Technical Advis-ry Board, which was established by Memorandum to.Chiefs of
Bureaus and Officep dated June 8, 1923, and the functions of which were further
defined by Memoranfium o, 819, of May 12, 193¢, is hereby abclished. The
funetions and resppnsibilitice heretofore vestsd in the Beoard will be performed
by the Office of Pllant and Operations through such organization as the Chief »f
thet Office may establish. (Seeretary's lem~randum Ho. 319, Supple 2; Feb. 3)

Viildlife Conferenc
liembers of the Fordst Service who will participate in the Zighth North American
ildlife Conferencd, tc be held ¢t Denver, Colorado, Februery 15, 16, and 17
zre: Regional Foresgter Peck, who will speak on the subject "lanagement of Wild
Lands" in the generpl session on pioneering in post-war conservation; Mr. E. A.
Schilling, R-8, Fre€ W. Johnson, R-3, and Barry C. Park, 5-2, who will present
papers during the tdchnical sessionse. 4 special evening session will be held
for consideration off Forest Service and State matters under thz guidance of Dr.
Y. La Shantz, W. O,

A
|

Foresters in Demand for Tropical Work
The Forest Service Waéfiecently requested to suggest the name of a forester
comnetent to size up tﬁe site and climstic conditicns and reconmend species for
Planting in a proposed reforeststion project in Perus This is only one of
numerous requests that gﬂﬂ come to the Service for foresters for tropical worke
kiany, but not zll of these reguests, concern work in the forestry field, the
particular training whicli foresters get having made theu useful on other lines
of worke This is now Leing recougnized by many of the wur agencies, which is
resulting in incrensing iﬂterest in foresters for various lines of activitye.
The Washington Office would be glid to have the names and experience records of
foresters in or out of the \Forest Service who might be interested in duration
Jobs in Central or South Lﬁgrica on war projectse Data should be sent to the
W.0. Division of Pagrsonnel Xtnagement, murked for tho attention of Forest Re-
searche \

“sle N
Wanted: (A4ttention We 0.) |\
Informetion as tco the whoreuhhuts of 2 lesather covered rotary cxecutive chair,
formerly uscd by ilre Sile»x. The chair is needed for lir. liatts' ~fficos Please
communicate any informaticn on its location to Mrs. Crocier, Ext. 5842, or
Nre. L'UIlda Ext. 5493,

—
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Lyle F, Wiatts Named to Coordinate USDA Farm Lsbor Activities

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard announced yesterday the appointment of Lyle F.
Watts, Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, as an assistant to him with a
special assignment to coordinate farm labor activities of the Department. lir,
Watts is taking over his new duties immediately. (USDA Press Release)

Mr. Horace J. Andrews has been designated by Acting Chief Clapp to serve as
Acting Regional Forester of R-6. 0 act

Regular Hours of Duty Required en lovember 11 but not on November 26

Notice has been received that regular hours of duty will be required of employees
of the Department of Agriculture\both at Washington, D. C. and in the field serv-
ice on Armistice Day, November 11, 1942, in view of the war. Thanksgiving Day,
November 26, 1942, is a lecgal public holiday, and regular hours of duty will not
be required of employees of the Department on that day.

(Secretary's lemorandum No, 1045, lovember 3)

Pontoon Lumber Given Higher Ceilings

Adjustment of the maximum prices for pontoon lumber has been made by CPA to take
account of the rigid specificatiomns to which this lumber is cut., This action,
taken through an amendment to the |regulation covering Douglas Fir and Other West
Coast Lumber, establishes new and lhigher dollars—-and-cents price ceilings for
six of the 13 types of pontoon lumber covered in the regulation, (OPA-DAILY
BULLETIN 10/31)

\

A Noteworthy Fire Law Enforcement Record

A general summary of the fire situation shows that up to October 5 in 1941 there
were 180 forest fires where laws were violated on or near the Cumberland National
Forest in Region 7. To the same date in 1942 one hundred sixteen similar fires
which burned 2,744 acres, Law enforcement alone has not caused this substantial
reduction, but it apparently has chn a major factor. 79 cases (68%) were initi-
ated criminally or civilly. Out of these 79 cases, 59 (or 75%) have been won.
“Most of the penalties were minimum|fine and costs for misdemeanors (about $20.00).
Nearly $500 in damages were colleched One man was sent to the penitentiary for
a year, But the important things arc the fires prevented, the money saved, and
the laborers released for CffuCthL work in war or related industries,

"New Type of Pioneer Needed", says louis Bromficld
At a2 recent meeting of Friends cof EFL Land, Louils Bromfield made the following
statement: -

I am not a scientist, I am only a farmer and writer who loves this
country very dearly and who does not want to see it betrayed by its
own people and despoiled. Industry is only about 150 years old in
this country. Agriculture is eternal. We need a new type of pioneer,
not to ruin the country, to restore it, I call on all men and women
of goodwill to join this movement. It is later than we think.

(Over)
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New Spray for Bark Bestles

A new and highly effective chemical spray for contrcl of bark bectles on certain
species of western pine will, when available in quantity, eliminate the lazardous
and expensive method of ‘destroying the immature broods by firec, However, ortho-
dichlorobenzene, a chemical used in the spray, is in demand for war purposes,
according toc Du Pont chemists, so that widespread use of the bestle spray may
not take place for same time to come. The new penctrating bectle spray, consis t-
ing of one part by volume of orthodichlorobenzene and four parts of ordinary
Diesel oil which, when used on infested tress of thin-barked species; kills the
insects., The oil acts primarily as the vehicle and penetrant, and the ortho-
dichlorobenzene as the lethal ageney. Use of this spray reduces labor require-

" ments a?d eliminates hazardous burninz. (AGRICULTURAL NEWS LETTER, September—
October )

Last Summer's Travel

A questionnaire on 1942 Summer travel sent by the National Association of
Travel Officials to resorts throughout the country has resulted in some inter-
esting figures assembled by the difflerent districts. The average decrease in
this Summer's travel, compared with 1941, was 44 percent, scme areas reporting
an 80 percent drop, others a drop of|20 to 50 percent. liore than half the
replies blamed tire and gasoline rationing for the travel reduction. One-third
of the replies showed that 60 percent|of the trovel was by automobile, 4O per-
cent by public carrier. In long-distance travel a summary of the guestionnaire
revealed the averaze drop to be 63 pencent, :

Fellowing are regional summaries of the Summer business:  New England off 25
to 75 percent; Atlantic Coast off 4O to| 85 percent; Central States off 20 to
50 percent; Rocky Liountains off 10 to 6q percent ; Pacific Northwest off 75 te
80 percent; Southwest off 31 to 55 percent.

The character of the Summer travel refledted wartime changes as follows:
Ll percent reported numerous defense-worker vacationists; 9 percent a few defense
workers; 26 percent an increase, and 13 p§rcent no change,

\ ]
(NEW YORK TIMES, October 18) 5
Letter of Instructions Sent FFFS Coordinatdrs
Mr. David P, Godwin, National Coordinztor of FFFS, has prepared and furnished to
the State Area Coordinators so far appointed\a letter of information and instruc-—
tions, This letter, which is a kind of manudl, covers such subjects as State
‘organization framework, local coordinators, recruiting, registration, enrollment,
certificates, arm bands and other insignia, training program, mobilization, re-
ports, organization relationships, women's place in FFFS, gasoline rationing, etec.
Copies of the letter have been furnished to the‘%egions and other agencies.

Douglas Fir - : :
Sales and deliveries of Douglas—fir lumber, after \Uctober 29, by producers who

come within the provisions of Limitation Order L-218, were removed bty WPB from
the restrictions of M-208, which regulates the softwood lumber industry, and may
be made_only to the Central Procuring Agency for thé armed services and their
agents, or through the lumber products branch at the direction of the director
general for operations. (Victory, November 3).

€

.
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See the following letter in files:

c Mr., J. T. Ryan, Executive Vice President
SUPERVISION Southern Furniture Manufacturers' Assn,
Meetings High Point, N, C. May 23, 1947
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STUDYING THE MAP—Lyle F. Watts (left), new U. S. chief forester, discusses with
Joseph C. Kircher, regional forester for the southeast, the territory they have just cov-
ered on a-10-day tour. The chief is finding women in many forest offices.
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THE CHIEF VISITS DENVER Chief Watts arrived in Denver en January 13 to
attend the annual meeting of the American National Livestock Association,
He talked to Forest permittees at a sesgsion of the convention last evening.
Tonight he will speak at a meeting of the Central Rocly Mountain Section

of the Society of American Foresters on a forest program for the United
States. Saturday morning he will have a conference with Division Chiefs

and Supervisors from Forests close to Denver = Messrs. Averill, Joy,
Heaton, Keithley, French and Hutton. He will return to "ashington Saturday
evening.

TIMBFR SALVAGE REPORT A copy of a report of the Forest Service programs
resulting from the New England hurricane of September 21, 1938 has been
received in the Regional 0ffice, This 594-page mimeographed document,
prepared by the New England Timber Salvage Administration, gives a his-
torical and factual account of the hazard reduction and timber salvage work
made necessary by the hurricane, The experiences and findings developed

on this project will be of value to others who at some later date may

have occasion to carry on a similar or related project, It is well illus~-
trated, ilembers of the Region who were connected with the project will
undoubtedly wish to borrow this report from the Library.

CHRISTMAS TREE AFTERMATH |Reports from all over the country tell of an

over supply of Christmas trees that resulted from the earlier report of
high prices. An unusually large number of trees were cut from private land
in the mountains tributaryl to Denver. The price on the Denver market was
$1.00 a foct in the early part of the season, but this price graduslly
dropped so that for several days before Christmas the buyer could name his
own price. About 10,000 trees were cut on the Pike which is about half of
the average number cut in the past. However, the cutting of Christmas
trees on the Roosevelt increased from 5,000 to 17,000, most of which were
marketed in the towns to the east of the Forest.

It is estimated that about 20,000 trees were left on dealers' hands on
Christmas eve in Denver and surpluses were reported from coast to coast,

An Associated Press dispatch from Boston stated that the Boston and Maine
Railroad burned twenty-one carloads of trees that had not even reached a
glutted market. This condition is a strong argument for federal regulation
of private forest land cut much of which has been destructive for Christmas
trees in contrast with National Forest Christmas tree cut which is on the
basis of thinning for the improvement of the stand.

ANNUAL LIVESTOCK EDITIONS The Denver “Record Stockman" and Miestern Farm
Life" annual editions have been received. The Record Stockman contains
232 pages with many good articles and beautifully illustrated. There

are sixteen full-page artistic pictures of ranch and range scenes and many
other small pictures all on slick paper. Among the articles is one by
Chief Forester Tatts entitled "Denver Front Door to Ranges" as well as
articles by Mrs. Avon Denham on "The Life of a Forest Ranger's ijifg"

and "Beef Production and Stock Rates™ by Wallace . Johnson of the Rocky
Mountain Forest and Range Bxperiment Station,

The Viestern Farm Life annual edition is not quite so elaborates It con-
tains many interesting articles, including one by Wallace M. Johnson of
the Experiment Station entitled "Range Studies Reveal Interesting Factors,"



¥
= : -
. . ' Tmvesaid e z e -

LN IMPORTANT
EQUIPMENT REPAIR RATES The new equipment repair rates shown in FC=-D3-3
Region Two supplement of 1-1-44 will not become effective until July 1,
but were sent out at this time in order to enable Supervisors to prepare
allotment estimates for F.Y. 1945,

Promotion - from First Lieutenant to Captain ~ "alter L. Schipull, DAAF,
Douglas, Arizona = Congratulations Walt,

ceeo

Forest officers, please submit clippings from local newspapers with
reference to "The Report of the Chief of the Forest Service, 1943."

eoo0

Lt. (jg) Robert A. Lerchen, USNR, is in the Naval Training School at Harvard
University for a four months' course in communications, after completing

the basic indoctrination training at the University of Arizone. Bob had

two weeks' leave at his home in Cody during the holidays, His present
course includes ten one-hour classes daily,

RESIGNS DMrs. Bvelyn Williams), retirement clerk in Personnel Management '
during the past two years, resigned effective January Sl. She plans %o
return to home dutiess Mrs. Williams first entered the Service in
November 1963 in the Division of Qperation,

APPOINTIENTS Dorothy J. Segal, liessenger, RO
Harry Van Honings, Storekeeper, CP.

The Wyoming State Game and Fish Commission has announced the promotion of
State Game VWarden Lester Bagley to State Game and Fish Commissioner. This
position (formerly Executive Secretary) has not been filled since the
resignation of Dr. John V' Scott of the University of “yoming. B8Since that
time the authority has been divided between Bagley ns | State Game Yarden
and James C. Simpson as State Fish Vlarden.

coo0
Albert F. Potter, in charge of Grazing from the time of his entrance into
the Forest Service, at the request of Gifford Pinchot in 1901, until
his retirement in 1920, died recently in California. He will be recalled
by many old-timers in the Forest Service. He was successful tc a marked
degree in fostering and maintaining harmonious relationship between the
Federal Government and stockmen,

ooo
Forests were advised by note on LMr. Zimmerlits A-SUPERVISION, General
circular letter of December 28 that old bill of lading forms should be
used until June 30, 194<. If any Forest has more of these forms on hand
than will be required before that date, please send them to the Regional
Fiscal Agent.

oo
For the Region, participation in payroll deductions was 95% for December
and 11% of the total payroll. Ten of the twenty-one Forests have full
participation, and only two Forests are less than 10% in purchases, Denver
leads the nation in the number of agencies which have obtained 1007 partic-
ipation and 10% deduction or above as well as in 90% partiecipation and
10% deductione
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Reaction of Central Rocky Mountain Section Meeting to Forest Program

Region 2 reports that the meeting of the Central Rocky Mountain Section of the
Society of American Foresters which Mr. Watts addressed on the evening of
January 14 was attended by seventy-five members and nonmembers, including lead-
ers in education at Colorado State College, Colorado Forestry Association,
members of Government and State agencies, and a prominent farm news editor.

The Region says that Mr. Watts' discussion of a forest program for the United
States was very well received and there was no adverse criticism of the program
he outlined. A few gquestions were raised suggesting that there might be public
reaction to the further extension of public regulation as evidenced by the
antagonism to OPA and other regulations during war years. Opposition to the
Volstead Act and National Prohibition was cited as legislation for which full
public support was lacking. It was suggested the same condition might result
with compulsory forest regulation, Mr. Watts pointed out that the Volstead Act
involved personal libertiesj; whereas, the proposed regulation of forest lands
was for the public good on the same basis as regulations of railroads, airplane
and highway traffiec, etc.,, which are generally accepted.

President Roy M, Green of Colorado State College stated that he was impressed
with the need for action on the basis of conserving our land for the future.

He pointed out that World Wars I and II were mainly caused by an effort to get
more resources by Nations that had become highly industrialized and their
resources largely used up, the "have not" nations endeavoring to get these re~:
sources back by hook or crook. He feels that if this Nation becomes too highly
industrialized and does not take care of its soil and other resources, they
may become dissipated and another generation in this country may find itself

with resources exhausted and among the "have nots,"

New State Forester in South Carolina
\

Effective February 1, ﬁr. W. C. Hammerle is resigning his present position as
State Forester of South\Carolina to become Forester for the Southern Pine Asso-
ciation, with headquarte&s in New Orleans. Mr, Charles H. Flory, formérly with
the North Carolina Forest\Service and with many years of southern forestry
experience, will replace « Harmerle as State Forester of South Carolina.

\ ;
Girl Scouts Report Increased Interest in Forest Conservation
The Girl Scout Headquartersgln New York report an excellent increase in conser-
vation interest, attributed lergely to the Ranger Aide project in their War
Service Program, A recent letter states that "the sale of the Tree Finder Badge
Jjumped from 3,735 in 1942 to 8,@29 in 1943. Our membership increase, which
would account for some of that, ‘was 12.4 percent. It all means there has been
a decided increase in interest 1n trees. It is the highest it has ever been.
We are sure some of this increaqe\1s due to the fine cooper&tion we have had
from the Forest Service, and we thgnk you,"

Masonite Corporation Employs New Forgﬁter

The Masonite Corporation of Laurel, Mississippi, has recently employed Mr. Brooks
Toler as forester and Assistant Personnel Relations officer. Toler was formerly
Extension Forester of Mississippi and State Forester of Alabama, He resigned as
forester for the Southern Pine Association to accept his new job with the Masonite
Corporation,.

r
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Budget Action on 1945 Appropriation Estimates

Several inquiries have been received in the W, O. from persons who have received
copies of the 1945 Budget. The guestions follow the pattern: "What are the
substantial increases shown in the 1945 Budget for your Bureau going to be used
for?"

As you know, only one increase was approVed by the Budget Bureau -- that for
tlmber sale administration, ) :

The questions are asked because of the form in which the 1945 Budget has been
presented., In the 1945 column of the budgetary statements overtime pay is
included, while in the totals of the /1944 columns overtime pay is omitted be=-
cause the supplemental appropriation/for overtime pay has not yet been passed.
It might be well for the field to kepp this. in mind if questions arise about
the 1945 appropriations of the Forest Service. The table included in the
Information Digest of January 14 shows the amounts included in the Budget and
compares these totals with the 1944 /appropriation plus estimated overtime re-
quirements in 1944. In the printed Budget the only comparisons which can be
readily made are between the 1944 dppropriation (column 2 of the table in

ID of January 14) and the Budget allowances for 1945 (column 5 of the same table),
Obviously the conclusion reached by the casual reader is that we are receiving
large increases in many of our a@ﬁropriations.

New Director of Food Distribution

M. Lee Marshall, until recently ﬁirec+or of Materials and Facilities, has been
appointed Director of Food Dlutribatlon, effective January 15. He succeeds

Roy F, Hendrickson who is to becgme Deputy Director General of the United

Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration., Mr, Hendrickson was previously
Chief of the Office of Personne£ in the Department.

. !

TPWP Notes ! -
At the request of the War Production Board, increased production of naval
stores was included in the objectives of the Timber Production War Project to
the extent such.action could bz taken without detriment to its objectives in
the lumber and pulpwood production field,

The War Production Board has chlled for budget estimates on timber production
and requirements, production and supplies not later than January 31. Budget
hearings are expected to be héld in early February,

Joseph Yencso, of the Region 8 TPWP force, has been detailed to OPA for
approximately two months to conduct an industry—w1de study of the cost of
producing gum naval stores., By reason of his many years experience as
Regional Supervisor of ‘the Naval Stores Conservation Programs, Mr. Yencso
is well qualified for this important assignment, s

(over)
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Lyle F. Watts Named New Chief

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard today announcéd the appointment of Lyle F.
Watts, former Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, and in recent months
an assistant to the Secretary, as Chief of the Forest Service.

His appointment fills the vacancy raused by the death of F. A;'Silccx, who
was Chief of the Forest Service from 1933 to 1939, Zarle H., Clapp has been-
in charge as Actlng Chief since Mr. SllCOX s deaths, sy

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo Countf, Iowa, ‘in 1890. He received the
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa State College in 1913;
was granted the professional degree of Master of Eorestry in 1928. He
entered the Forest Service July 0 1913, as techﬂ1c11 assistant on the
Wyoming National Forest.

Mr. Watts has had broad training for the assignment as Chief of the Forest“LEL
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of ‘the aaministra-
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regicnal
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research branch, including
four years as Director of the Northern Rocky liountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station; and two years in the field of "orestry education during
which time he organlzed the School of Forestry at the Utah Agricultural
College. Mr, Watts' work in the Forest Service has baen in four of the
nine National Forest regions. His early work was in the Intsrmountain
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. Ais research experience was in
the Morthern Rocky Mountain Region with headguarters at }issoula, llontana,
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Central Region,
which includes the National Forests of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 1939 he was transferred to
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, with head-
quarters at Portland, Oregon.

For the-past two years Mr. Watts has been Chairman of the Department of
Agriculture committee dealing with: post—w&r planning for the Pacific- North-
west.

Because of his wide experience in smploying, organizing, and dealing with
skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts with livestock men,
construction outfits and the public, he was brought  to Washington last
fall to assist the Secretary in the activitics of the Department related
to farm labor. -

Secretary Wickard said, "Mr. Watts' broad experience and understanding of
the country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our,,
forest land will be of particular value in wartime, He has a sound grasp
of a program designed to meet the requlrements of this emergency as well as

. Ehedlong range needs of the nation in ccnserv1ng and developlng its forest
an .



President Roosevelt's ilessage lg_;_des Praise for the Workers

The following excerpts are from the Pre31dent's message to. the 78th Congress:

As spokesmen for the United States Government you 'and I take off our
hats to those responsible. far.oun.Amerlcaanroductlon—-to the owners,"
managers and supervisors, to the draftsmen and engineers, to the
workers—emen and women-—in factories end arsenals and shipyards and

We take off our hats to the farmers who have faced an unprecendented
task of feeding not only a great Naticn but a great part of the world.

We take off our hats to all the loyal, anonympus, untlrlng men and 7
women who have worked in pwivate employment and in Government and who
have endured rationing and other stringencies, with good humor and
good will, We take off our hats to all Americans who have contributed
magnlficently to our common CaUBB.ea. .

In this war of survival we must keep before our minds not only the evil
things we. fight against, but the good things we are fighting for. We’
.fight to retain’a great past—we fight to gain a greater future.... ‘A
tremendoas, costly, long-enduring task in peace as well as in war is
still ahead of us. -But, as we face that continuing task, we may know

that the state of this Natlon is" good-~the heart of this Nation is sound—
the spirit of this Nation is strongn—the faith of this Nation is eternal.

Prlnted Material for 19A3 Wartlme :orest Fire Preventlon Campaign to be y Soon
Orders for printing Wartime Forest Fire Prevention Campaign material have. been placed
and the Government Printing Office has informally promised that it will have the
material off the presses and on its way to the various negional Foresters by February
15 at the latest. The orders call for 12 million two-color 3"x5" envelope stuffers,
7% million two-color 23"x7" fire rules cards (on cardboard), 300 thousand 22"x28"
h—color posters (on paper), 1/ thousand 11"x28" 4-color car cards (on cardboard), 5
thousand 4—color 24-sheet blllboard posters, 100 thousand black and white fag bag
stickers, and 100 thousand black and white fag bag tags. In addition the bids will
provide for optional increases,.in case additional funds become available, of
1,300,00 stuffers, 5,000,000 fire rules cards, 18,500 car cards, and 100,000 each of
the fag bag stickers and tags. : 5

The above order‘iheiudes 101 change plates and 26 name strips, thus providing for
names of many individual States on the signature strip for all of the above items.

Arrangements have also been made so that the National Park Service and the Office of
Indian Affairs of the Department of the Interior may Use our basic design with their

own names rather than ours in the 31gnature strip.

President Roosevelt Wlll -Speak to American Farmers ]

The Department of Agrlculture has announced that President Roosevelt has accepted an
invitation to speak by radio to American farmers on an all network program on Tuesday
January'l2——the day the President designated as Farm Ifobilization Day. The Presi-
dent's address will launch a nationwide drive by the Department of Agriculture and
other federal and state agencies to enlist every farmer in the United otates in the
1943 food production program, = - v

In addition to the Presidents, o*%ar 1nternat10nally known leaders of the United
Yations will speak from Jngiand and*dashlngton. An American farmer and'a farm
woman will be heard from Chicago. The program will emphasize the reliance of the
United Nations on United States farmers for food and fiber to win the wafr’,

(USDA Press Release)
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Staff Meeting Notes

AT the large Staff meeting on Tuesday afternoon, March 14, Mr, Watts pointed out
in connection with the pending program of work for.1944 that there are six
responsibilities he belleves merit most attention this year, i.e.:

(1) We ﬁust drive forward in our program to inform the peqpie ofnthis
country as to the true forest situation and the steps needed to correct that
situation. :

(2) We must improve the administration of our National Forest renge
resource to bring that administration up to the standard set in timber manage-
ment and fire control.

(3) We must perfect plans for the full part that forest land in generai
and the National Forests in particular should play in helping to meet the
post-war emergency and future needs.

(4) We must work to extend and to improve the administration of cooperative
relations with the States and other cooperating agencies and individuals,

(5) We must continue to handle our meny war-connected jobs in such a way
as to assure the greatest possible contribution to an early'victory.

(6) We must strive to establish forest research on a scale consistent
with the need for it in facilitating the above objectives.

Mr. Wiatts said he wished each one would tdce these responsibilities to heart
insofar as any one of the six peintes apply to him personally, because they are
by and large all-Service jobs which everyone ought to teke very seriously.
In the discussion that followed Mr. Loveridge said in a letter transmitting
copies to the field Mr, Watts has pointed out that the work plans from each
Division were based on a request for information as to just what are the major
problems to be considered during the coming year; that these statements were
prepared with the idea they would (1) provide a base for more detailed W, 0.
Division and Regional programs and plans (2) furnish a reéady reference for each
of us as to the other's special plans and (3) show the basis, in pert, for
field schedules this season,

e S ‘ ‘ 7
Mr, Cochran, who has just vreturned from a six weeks' trip to Regions 1, 6, 5,
and 3, told of some of the personnel problems discussed with people in Regional
Offices, at National Forest \Headquarters, and on Ranger Districts, and discussed
briefly the reactions of the\field to them. He said the promotion policy now
in effect, as covered by circular letter PM, No., 42-59, has the support of the
Regions as a whole, especially with regard to the recruiting of technical men
in the ranger position, At the present time, he sai d, from 40 to 46 percent
of the rangers in the Regions visited have had technical treining, a considerably
larger percentage of the Supervijors, and a widely varying percentage in
Regional Offices. The percentage\for rangers, however, is not entirely

\

(Over)
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representative since it excludes many of the younger men, who are in the armed
forces. He said the tests that are being used to qualify nontechnical men
recommended for ranger posltlons have in many cases been misunderstood. As a
means of determining merely a man's- qualifichtions to fill the immediate job
they have been considered superfluous. As A means of determining his capacity
for advancement, however, (and- this is thejr real intent) their value is more
readily appreciated. With regard to inter-Regional transfers, the Regions were
very cooperative but insistent that they be made with due consideration for
normal lines'of promotfch within the Regionss . - = :

The Regions, Mr, -Cochran said, expressgd Tavorable axtltude toward the retlre-
ment procedure as set up at present and in every case favored observing the
procedure with a minimum of* exceptionfs The advantages of retirement under

the present law are not fully undersfood in meny instances and an effort is .. - -
being made by Regional Divisions of PM to create a better understanding, The |
Regions generally are pleased with the Department's determination regarding
the seven-day work weak for lookouts and guards. !

Mr. Cochran said that the field ggnerally had very good success with 16- and
17-year-old boys during the last summer season. -Especially was this true when
they wére used in ‘crews under fo¥emen skilled in handling boys, such as high
school teachers and coaches from forest communities. Tomen were also used
successfully as lookouts and in/some cases as dispatchers, ' There were few
cases where the women did not work out well; in many cases they were considered
to have done as good work as m¢n'and in other ¢ases they proved better, being
more alert and more accurate handling records. In some cases a man and wife
-were employed together, the wife as lookout and the man as fireman,

All Regions; Mr. Cochran said, are interested in seeing that-everything possible
is done to take care of ret ing veterans and to give them jobs. Some men
discharged from the armed fgroes are already returning and making applications
for jobs. BSome of the Regipns are in touch with local representatives of the
Veterans' Administration agd are considering with them the problems involved,

In this connection, Mr. Cophran mentioned that the Society of American Foresters
has two committees.working on the problem -- a manpower committee and a post-war
education committee. Regig¢ns are making enalyses of line-of-retreat obligations
and available positions with which théy can be met, Results from one-such
analysis that has beenh cgmpleted and from another that is still in tentative .
form are encouraging. ' o) ea
regarding the tremendous increase in Fiscal: Control -
work wére given by Mr. [Loving. - Ten major emergency projects which have made
accounting procedures nore complicated and voluminous are: the Texas'Timber
Salvage Program, finanped by a corporation and the Forest Service handling .
it as officers of the [corporation; NETSA, financed by the Disaster Loan
Corporation and handl¢d in the same manner; the Alaska Spruce Log Program, , ..
financed by the Commodity Credit Corporation; TFWP, financed by the War Pro-
duction Board; Guayule project, financed out of a Congressional appropriation;
War Mapping project,/ financed by the War Department; Aircraft Warning Service;
vaval Stores Program; Access Road Projects; Conscientious Objector Camps.

In addition to these ten major emergency programs there are 99 working funds
growing out of the war which totali in the aggregate about eleven million dollars,
Most of these are research projects, many of them handled at the Forest Products
Laboratory, The requirements -for handling these working funds are various and

Some interesting figure

M1 (Continued)
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WHEN

asa yout}lful forest r
'/ cavalry officer JO)

.THE CHIEF OF THE UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE
LYLE EWATTS Llazed trails in the Yellowstone Nat1 Park
er he was assisted by a young,

THAN WAINWRIGHT.

1s Praised On Susiained Yield Plan

, declared there was consid-
’le “‘misunderstanding” of
program,

ndrews also urged greater
'ss road building, declax:ing
ould halt seasonal logging,
year-round labor and be

amortizing.

llery Foster, research di-
or for the International
rdworkers of America, sup-
ing the CIO-sponsored pro-
n seeking immediate fed-
control of cutting and sub-
ation, took exception to
program of the American

siry association and the ]

rican Forest Froducts In-

ries, Ine, “highly in-

istent.”
¢y Resolutisns Paszed

its resolutions, the asso-
ion called on the USDA and
ior department to expedite
o-operative sustained yield
ram; commended the AFA
is forestry appraisal and
‘ogram; approvad the work
wehalf of forestry of the
cil of  State Governments;
i the American and Ca-
in governments {o increase
srt of forest inseci eon-
indorsed the work of the
forestry boards, and urged
'‘ess to give consideration
estern senators and rep-
tatives when making com-
e appointments in the pres-
congressicnal reorgzniza-

as

its earlier sessions Friday,
association heard Stuart
Portland, foresi engineer
e Western Pine associa-
assert sustained yield
| be regarded “in terms
ewable crops.”
: prosperity of the west-
ites is bound irrevocably
forest industry,” he said,
like to believe we're en-
another phase—ihat of
growing and forestry
sment.”
12 same vein were the
s of W. H. Horning,
d, new Northwest re-
director of the interior
1ent’s bureau of land
ment, who asserted “the
ice lies between whether
e migratory or perma-

¢ ern operators have taken the

ence between high and low
yields.”

Master Unit Announced

Horning announced that ths
secretary of interior had ap-
gruved an order establishing the

iuslaw master unit—first of 12
such master uniis. -

Horning, “who. is also chief
forester of the Oregon and Cali-
fornia land administration, de-
clared that about 60 per cent of
0. and €. lands would be under
the sustained yield and 40 per
cent would be held out “in-
definitely.”

After eight years, O. and C.
lands are now returning $460,-
000 a year, after operating costs
and payments in lieu of taxes,
he added.

James W. Girard of Port-
land, pointing out that south-

lead in inaugurating the pre-
gram, usserted that nationally
there are under sustzined vield
37 per cent of public lands, 71
of forest service timber, 39 per
cent of large private holdings,

dustries, Inc. and publisher of
the Montesano, Wash., Vidette.

F. 8. McKinnecn of the British
Columbia forest service out-
lined plans his provinee has for
new legislation, particularly in
sustained yield.

Frank S. Sever, speaking in
behalf of his ]aw.pariner, Sena-
tor Guy Cordop, declared state,
county and city governments
are looking to susiained yield
to provide -them with more
stabilized tax income.

Urging more complete tim-
ber use, Earl W. Tinker, execu-
tive secretary of the American
Paper and Pulp association,
predicted. his industry will use
30,000,000 cords of wood by
1980, in and address befors the
Columbia river section of the
Society of American Foresters.

WNew Cificery Named

Association trustees Thurs-
day morning elected new offi.
eers headed as president by E.

Forest Service

Finds Food

'Costs Doubled

in5Years

An increase of 106.5 per cent for
40 items of food staples purchased
the last few months by region No. 1
of the U, 8. forest service for use
in the 1946-47 season over the same
items purchased for the 1941-42 sea-
son has peen revealed by a survey
just completed, announced Llovd E.
Noel, regionsl supply, officer, Thurs-
day. The list covers subsistence items
used by administrative, fire fighting,
pre-suppression, blister rust and
other perscnnel who carry on the
forest service program, he said.

Rationing of sugar was declared
responsible for that commodity ris-
ing only 34 per cenf, above the 1941«
42 mark. He stated that it was cne

of the lowest price jumps. At the

C. Rettizg of the Clearwater
Timber Protective assuciation|

¢ per cent of medium-sized
private holdings and a “regli- |
gible” amount of small hold- |
ings. In the Pacific Northwest |
only approximately 200,000
acres are under the program,
he said.

The “department of agricul-
ture is committed to applying
management principles “to the
53,000,000 acres of national for-

iustries, and the differ.

ests of the West as Tapidly as ||
possible,” declared Ira J. Mason '
of Washington, D. C., chief of
the division of timber manage-

ment of the U, 8. forest service,
Small Cwners Hold Xey

Anderson said sustained yield
may be applied to 5,300,000
acres of the 29,300,000 acres of
private timber and to 13,300, |
000 of the 53,800,000 acres of
naticnal timber, including 20,-
600,000 acres—or 25 per cent— l

of the commercial timber in the
west, {
The small owners, possessing |
more than half the nation’s:
timber, hold the key to the
nation’s timber future, declared
Chapin Colling of Washington,
D. C.,, managing director of the
American Forest Products I.n-‘

| wood, Cal.

| sistant secretary and treasurer,

at Lewiston, Idaho. He succeeds |
Fenneth R}. Walker of West- |

Other new officers included:
First vice-president, R, J. il-
berg of Comox Logging com-
pany, Vancouver, E. C.; vice- |

presidenl for Idahe, Harry |
Shellworth, Boise; vice-presi- |
dent for Washingten, P. D.

Edgell, Seaitle; vice-president
for California, E. B. Birming-
ham, Samoa; vice-president for
Oregon, E. B, Tanner, Portland;
vice-president for Montana, W,
C. Lubrecht, Bonner; secretary,
Clude 8. Martin, Tacoma; treas-
urer, C. 8. Cowan, Seaitle; as-

Carl V. Hersey, Portland; for-
est counsgel, E, F, T. Wohlen-
berg, Fortland.

ThE OREGOLIAN
JORTLIIIL, O,
127107 L6

other extreme, Noel reported, is a!
leap of approximately 400 per cen'ni
in.strawberry jam prices, however, |
none was purchased this year.

The procurement and supply ex-
pert noted increases for different
types of commodities as follows: |
Canned fruits, 142 per ceni; canned
vegetables, 125; assorted: jams, 108;

smoked meats such as hams and
bacons, 140; beef, 86; pork, 70; deiry|
preducts such as milk, butter and|

cheese, 120; beverages such as tea
and coffes, 82; canned milk, 118;
Dotaties, 189; syrup, 112.

Only a fraction of the purchases
have been delivered so far to for-
est sexvice warehouses, much of i
being scheduled to arrive in January'
and February, he said., Trading of
warehouses with the Marshal-Wells
company in Spokane is about dom=
pleted, giving the forest service a
more central logation with about the
same floor area in a fireproof strue-
ture at 157 South Howard street on
the main line of the Northern Pa-
cific railway, according to Noel. The
old location.at 131 FEast Main street

was occupled partly in 1935 and|

wholly from 1837 to the present.
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CHIEF LYLE WATTS TO RETIRE JUNE 30

NEW CHIEF -- RICHARD E. MoARDLE

Appointment of Richard E. MoArdle es Chief of the Forest Service, U. 5«
Department of Agriculture, was announced today by Secretary Brannan. He
will succeed Lyle F. Watts, Chief Forester for the past nine years, who
has announced his decision to retire from active duty June 30.

MoArdle came to Colorado in 1935 and organized the Roeky Mountain Forest
& Range Experiment Station at Fort Collins, where he served as Director
for three years before transferring to Asheville, North Carolina, as
Director of the Appalachian Forest Experiment Station.

Paying tribute to Mr. Watts, Secrotary Breannan said: "He has been one of
the most effective and courageous leaders of the Forest Service in the

great tradition of its service to the American people. Under his guidance,
forestry has taken a much greater pert in the Agricultural Resources Con-
servation Program and has become an essential part of American agriculture.
His other associates and I will miss Lyle Watts very much, but we are pleased
at the prospects of having his advice and counsel readily available during
his welleearned retirement.”

Mr. Watts' retirement from active duty as Chief of the Forest Service will
mark the completion of a public career service of nearly 40 years. He has
headed the Federal Farestry Agency since 1943.

Starting as a Fire Guard in a western national forest, he worked up through
the ranks to the Nation's top forestry position. In recognition of his out-
standing public service, Mr, Watts in 1950 received the Department of Agri-
culture's Distinguished Service Award "For Distinguished and Effective
Leadership in Advancing the Conservation of Forest Resources in the United
States and Internationally."” He was commended for his work in stimulating
improved forestry practices in this country, for his stalwart defense of
public interest in the use of forest resources and for his important role
in the development of a world forestry organization.

A native of Lexington, Kentucky, McArdle was brought up in Norfolk, Virginia,
He is a graduate of the University of Michigan, where he received the Bachelor



of Science Dsgree in Forestry in 1923, M.S. in 1925, and a PH.D. Degree in
1930. He served as part-time instructor in forestry &t the University of
Michigan from 1927 to 1930,

McArdle entered the Forest Service as a Junior Forester in 1924 and was
assigned to the Pacific Northwest Forest & Ranze Experiment Station. One of
his early research projects was a study of forest fires, and his research on
the subject was interrupted several times by calls to help fight fires as a
crew leader during emergency periods in the netional forests.

Following e three-year leove of absence for graduate study he returned to the
Service to continue his research work in 1930.

In 1934 he accepted appointment by the University of Idaho to head its School
of Forestry.

He returned to the Forest Service in 1935 to become Director of the Rocky
Mountain Forest & Renge Experiment station at Fort Collins, Colorado, and
three years later he moved east to assume the Directorship of the Appalachian
Forest Experiment Station with heacdquarters at Asheville, North Carolina.

In 1944 he was brought to Woshington, D. C, as Assistant Chief of the Forest
Service, in charge of State and Private Forestry Cooperation. The position
he has held to date.

Mr, McArdle served oversees with the U. 5. Army during World War I. He is a
member of Sigme XI, Scientific Honor Society, cnd a member of the Council of
the Society of Ameriecn Foresters.

Since 1944 he has served as Assistent Chief in charge of Cooperestive Forestry
Programs., Under his leadership the Federal programs carried on in cooperation
with the states to encourage ond fecilitate the protecticn and sound manoge-
ment of the country's forests have been greatly accelerated. In the Federala
State cooperctive fire contrecl program the erea of State and Private Forest
Lend under crgenized protection from fire noew totals more than 360 millicn
acres. The area that still lacks such protection has been reduced by scme 60
million acres. Cooperative productien and distribution of trees for wocdland
and shelterbelt plantinz, which dropped tc a low rate during World War II,
last year possed all previcus records. The Federol-Stute program to provide
on-the-ground technical advice snd assistance to wocdland cwners was developed
largely during the past eight years.

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County Icwa in 1890. He received a Bachelor
of ®cience in Fcrestry degree at Icwe wtate College in 1913 end earned the
Master of Forestry Dezrec at the seme institution in 1928. Follewing short-
term employment as o student assistent on timber survey work, he entered the
Forest Service July 1, 1913, as e Technical Assistant in the Wycming Nationsl
Forest. He advanced rapidly in national forest cdministretion, serving suce
cessively as Assistant Supervisor of the Boise National Forest in Idaho, as
Supervisor of the Weiser and the Idaho Netional Forests, and es Forest
Inspector working ocut of the Ugden, Utah, Rezicnal Office.



During a leave of absence from the Federal Service in 1928 and 1929, lr., Watts
organized the Forestry School at Utah State Agricultural College. He returned
to the Forest Service to engage in research work at the Intermountain Forest

& Range Experiment Station in Ogden. 1In 1931 he was named Director of the
Northern Roclyy liountain Forest & Range Experiment Station at Missoula, liontana,
From 1936 to 1939 he served as Regional Forester of the North Central Rezion.
He then became Regional Forester of the Pacific Northwest Region.

In 1942 Mr. Watts was called to Washington, De Ce to take charge of the lar-
time Farm Labor activities of the Department of Agriculture. The folloving
year he was named to his present position as Chief of the Forest Service.

Mr. Watts is Chairman of the standing Advisory Committee on Forestry of the
United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization. He took an active part
in the organizgtion and development of the [lorestry branch of FAO and was
Technical Advisor to the U, S. Delegate to zeneral sessions of FAQ in Quebec
in 1945, Copenhagen in 1946, in Washington, D, C. in 1948 and 1949, and in
Rome in 1951, He was also a U. S, delegete to the Inter-American Confcrence
on the Conservation of Renewable Natural Resources in Denver in 1948, and
attended the United Nations Scientific Conference on the Consérvation and
Utilization of Resources at Lake Success in 1949..

I
Iowa State College has conferred an Hovorary Doctors Degree on lir. Watts, as
well as its Alwmni lbrit Award., He was also presented the Croix Du Chevalier
De La Merite Agricola by the French Government, He has served on the General
Administration Board of the Department of Agricultu¥é Graduate School, He
is a Fellow of the Society of American Foresters,
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Chief Talks to the Family

A family meeting of lYiashingtbh' Oifice emplcyees was addrasser b" our new Chief,
« lyle Watts, on February 5. Some of the highlights of lr. Watts' talk which

we believe would be ¢f special interest to the field follow:

It seems to me that tlie years just aliead are always critical vears,
yet I think that most would agree that in this instance the years
ahead are especially eritical for forest conservation.

First there is the obligation to use our forest ressurces and cur
personnel to make the greatest possible contribution to win the war.
I am sure that in this we are making a real sacrifice. In many
areas we were cutting our forests too fast befecre the war, and that
oter-cutting has been stepped up greatlyve Frankly, thzat doesn't
cause us much loss of sieep if it recally helpse. t doss point to
positive action to reducc the cut immediately the peace comese.

The other sacrifice in forest conserveticn whick to me seems to sense-
less and unnecessary is the degree to which improner cutting of our
forests is going on. I give full measure of credit to all those
private operators who are following good forest »ractice, and there
are manye. Yet the fact still remains tiat too mueir of the private
land is being cut over badly. I wish you wculéd read tie story of the
railroad tie cutting at liorton, Washington, in'the February issue of
American Forestse To mo that's what I ceall a horrible example. Theat
young forest being cut is growing faster now than at any time during
its 100 years of lifs. %iaste is e¢xcessive. A fire hazard is belng
created which will be hard to cope with, and the futurs of a cammunity
is being jecpardized through 1mproperihéﬁdling of a forcst resourcce.
And tket in a region where we have one-third of all the mature and
over-mature forests in the United Staﬁes. That's just onc example of
the problems the 'war crcatese 1 could give many.

The second major problem has to do with post-war demands on the
American forestse In my judgnent the next great advance in mcdern
civilization will be in the Orient, the so=-called backward countries
of Asia with their millions of under-privileged people. The American
forests will have to help in that developmoent.

Second only to the great development job in Asia and wmuch morc urgent
in point of time will bc the reconstruction of the towns and eities
of Europe and North Africa. Prompt reconstruction will be one z2id to
avoid rovolutions Again American forests will be dravm on for wood
productse.

Our own home building program was already way bchind before the wars
and dow even major repairs are cut for the duration. 'Mhen the war Kad
is over there will bc nced for the ercatest home building era we have “&-

ever sean in Amcricas
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The discoveries and developments in the field of new uscs of wood

as a result of the war will crcate groat-&cmands for wood productse
Along with all of these will boe the noed ‘to previde full cmploy-
ment at fair wages to our own folkse. Millions of ~ur boys will be
mustered out of tho armed forces and thoy must not £zil to find
reacy worke. War industry workers must not be thrown »n relief while
our pcacc time industry rebuilds. Again-our Torest lands are just
waiting to provide jobs for our pe-plésess ,

Can we bring those jobs and those people neediﬁg jobs together so
that -ur natural resources will be a growing rather than a dwindling
agsset?

That's the two jobs aheade Win.the war and then win the peace. Ve
have ~ur big part to play and as a team we can do it.

Technical Advisory Board Abolished

The Technical Advisory Board, which was established by Liemorandum to Chiefs of
Bureaus and Offices dated June 8, 1938, and the functicns of which were further
defined by Memorandum ¥o. 819, of May 12, 1939, is hereby abclisheds The
funetions and responsibilities heretofore vested in the Board will be perf- rmed
by the Office of Plant and Opcrations through such organization as the Chief »f
thet Office may establish. (Seerctary's Mem~randum Ho. 219, Supple 2; Feb. 3)

liildlife Conference

lembers of the Forest Service who Wwill participate in the ZTighth horth american
lildlife Conference,; to be held =t Denver, Colorado, Februery 15, 16, and 17
are: Regionzl Forester Peck, who will speak on the subject "Lanagement ‘of Wild
Lands" in the genersal session on pioneering in post-war conservation; Mre. E. A.
Schilling, R-8, Fred W. Johnson, R-3, and Barry C. Park, -2, who will present
papers curing the technical sessions. 4 special evening session will be held
for consideration of Forest Service and State matters under thes guidance of Dr.
T Lo Shan‘tZ: T‘I- Ol

Foresters in Demand for Tropical Work ]
The Forest Service was recently reguested to suggest the name of a forester
competent to size up the site and climstic conditions ané recommend species for
planting in a proposed reforeststion project in Peru, This is only one of
numerous requests that now come to the Service for foresters for tropical worke.
lizny, but not 21l of these reguests, concern work in the forestry field, the
particular training which foresters get having made them useful on other lines
of worke This is now being recognized by many of the war zgencies, which is
resulting in increasing interest in foresters for varinous lines of activitye.
The Washington Office would be glzd to have the names and e¢xperience records of
forestors in or nut of the Forest Service who might be interested in duration
jobs in Central or Swuth fmerica on war projectse Dzta should be sent to the
Wa0. Divisinn of Personnel hiznagement, morked for the attention of Forest Re-
searche

Vanted: (Attention W. 0.)

Informetion as to the whareubouts of a1 lsather covered rotary cxecutive ghair,
formerly uscd by Lire Sile-x. The chair is nceded for iir. liatts' ~ffices Pleasc
commmnicate any information on its location to Mrs. Crodicer, Ext. 5842, or

Mr. ILund 3 Ext. 5493.
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Foresters Honored by Award of French Medal

Four foresters, including three from the Veshington area, were decorated by the
French government yesterday (June 27) in ceremonies at the French Embassy in

recognition of their services to world forestry.

The medal of honor of Chevalier du llerite Agricole was presented to Tom Gill,

e — S ———

member of the Forestry Advisory Conmittee of the United Nations' Food and Agri-
culture Organization, and to Col, Henry Solon Graves of New Heven, Comn., former
Chiof of the United States FoFestService and dean meritus of the Yale School

of Forestry. '

Citations for the medal were presented to Lyle Watts, present Chief of the Forest
Service, and Edward I. Kotok, Assistant Chief of the Forest Service in charge of

Forest Research. They are prevented by law from receiving the medals until they
leave the Government service,

The awards were presented by Bernard Dufay, Chief of the French Department of
Waters and Forests., -- WASHINGTON POST, June 28, 1947

Florida House Reverses Senate Resolution

The rresident pro tempore, on June 26, laid before the United States Senate a
resolution passed by the House of Representatives of the State of Florida which
reverses the recommendation of the Florida Senate that the Forest Service sell
or exchange lands in the Apalachicola National Forest. (See Digest of Juna 27)
The Florida House resolution is quoted, in part:

"House Resolution 45

"Resolution commending the United States Forest Sarvice for the manner in
which it has activated and maintained the Apalachicola National Forest in
Liberty County, Florida,

"hereas the United States Forest Service in 1933 activated the Apalachicola
National Forest in Liberty County, Fla., and since said date has enlarged
and maintained said forest and it is now one of the largest and outstanding
national forests in the United States of America; and

Mhereas the soil contained within Apalachicola National Forest is especially
suited to the production and growth of longleaf yellow pine trees; and

"Whereas the timber resources of the United States are becoming extinct
except within the national forest, and it is of paramount interest and
concern to the people of the United States that the production and growth
of timber should be carried on; and

1004 (over)
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"Vhereas it is the sense of the House of Representatives of the State of
Florida that the continued growth and production of longleaf yellow pine
timber should not be interfered with but should be encouraged in every way
possible; Therefore bes it

"RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF TEE STATE OF FLORIDA:

"Section 1., That the House of Representatives of the State of Florida
commends the United States Forest Service for the manner in which it has
activated and maintained the Apalachicola Natioral Forest in Liberty County,
Fla., and for its splendid record in the conduct of said forest and in the
production of timber and the distribution of the proceeds of the sale of
said timber to Liberty County, Fla,

"Sec. 2. That it is the desire of this House of Representatives that no
action of any kind be taken by the United States Forest Service or any-
branch of the United States Government that would tend to reduce the size

of said forest, the production of timber therein, or the distribution of the
proceeds from the sale of said timber to Liberty County, Fla., and that

said forest be maintained at its present size...."

To Leave Forest Service

Pon Hemilton has just accepted an appointment in the reguler Army as Lt, Col. in
the Air Corps, Since the war he has filled a dual role in the Chief's Office as
chief of the Equipment Section in Engineering and Aircraft Consultant for Fire
Control,

Resolution Adopted by Washington Cattlemen .

Resolutions adopted by the washinpton Cattleman's Convention at Ellensburg, lash.,
May 16-17 included the following: ;

"o, 12

"THIS RESOLUTION HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE NATIONAL FOREST ADVISORY BOARD AT
THEIR ANWUAL MEETING OF MAY 16, 1947, THE ADVISORY BOARD WISH TO PRESENT

THE RESOLUTION TO THE STATE CATTLEUAN'S ASSOCIATION FOR THEIR APPROVAL:

"Be it recommended that the National Forest Advisory Board cormmend the
United States Forest Service for their ccopsration shown in working out
the problems of s tockmen using the National Forest ranges. They have been
active in working toward stabilization of big game numbers on the basis of
carrying capacities of winter and summer ranges, which we feel can only be
accomplished by harvesting them on a yield basis.

"Range reseeding, development of water, and other range improvements as
carried on by the Forest Service, are considered of great benefit to the
users of the range and will tend to prevent the necessity of reducing
numbers of cattle permitted to graze on the National Forests,

"We feel that propress has been made during the past year in working out
our forest problems and we recommend the continuation of cooperative
efforts that will help to stabilize operations of stockmen using the
forests."

Acting Chief

Ce M. Granger will serve as Acting Chief during the month of July, as indicated
in the field schedule,
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Chlef Watts Inspects Fastern Forests. Accompanied by=R . Hanson,

I&E, Chief Lyle F. Watts visited several eastern Montana forests en route'to Billings
last week where he attended the public lands hearing august 30.

The Chief's itinerary included the Bitterroot, Deerlodge, Beaverhead, Gallatin, and
Custer Forests, inspecting range conditions, timber sales, pole treating plants,
buildings, recreation improvements, and related activities or developments associated
with the work of the Forest Service. He is reported to have had a few hours off on

| Sunday for a fishing demonstration in the Madison River. At least members of the

party credit him with catching the first, biggest, and longest fish., Otherwise, it
was a crowded schedule that, in addifion to visits with supervisors and rangers,
included interviews with forest users, the press and radio. In an interview appear-
ing in the Montana Standard, Chief Watts stated the new uses of forest products rep-
resent a tremendous field of major interest and importance to Montana and the other
interior states. Explaining that the rail freight differential has made it difficult
for R-1 producers to compete with those in the eastern and middle west states, he
pointed out the importance of finding outlets for forest products like lodgepole pine
and said that has been done in some measure.

After discussing present experiments in conversion of wood sugars and the possibili-
ties of developing a supplemental livestock feed, together with some of the other
newer developments, and the need for a Nation-wide forest program, Mr., Watts called
attention to one thing of immediate importance, namely range improvement, "I don't
think the importance of that can be overemphasized," he said. "It's a wvital matter
to the West,"

Foresters Climb Granite Peak in Record Time. On August 19 Ranger Carl W, Simpson and
Alternate Fred B, Haller of the Custer, together with Professor Melvin 8, Morris of
the State University Forestry School and Walter A, Elliott of Bison lMotors, Great
Falls, succeeded in climbing Granite Peak in what they believe to be a record time.
Leaving from the end of the car road at the Mystic Lake Power Plant on the West
Rosebud River at 5 a.m., they traveled to the top of Granite Peak and returned to
their ‘starting point in an elapsed time of 173 hours, arriving at the power plant at
10 p.m,

Granite Peak, highest in Montana with an elevation of 12,850 feet, lies in the
Beartooth Mountains in south central Montana, approximately 15 miles northeast of
Cooke City, It was first ascended on August 29, 1923, by a party of Forest Service
men, all of whom are now retired., This party consisted of R, T. Ferguson, Elers
Koch, and J. C, Whitham. As near as Ranger Simpson and his companions could deter-
mine, there had been only 12 people on Granite Peak prior to their ascent, 5 having
made the climb on August 10, 1947; 2 in July 1939; 2 on August 16, 1933; and the
first party of 3 on August 29, 1923.

This peak bears less evidence of man's untidy distribution of refuse than most peaks
in the United States. The only articles found on it were a rake handle taken up by
the first party for a flag pole, a chisel they used to carve their initials on a
rock, and an old rusty can containing a piece of paper on which names, dates and
addresses of climbers were listed.

Brothers Attends FHA Meeting, Charles S, Brothers, Office of the Solicitor, left
Missoula on September 2 for Bismarck, North Dakota, where he is attending a L-day
meeting of Farmers Home Administration officials.




Ranger Dickinson Retires. Ranger Ralph.E. Dickinsen, J/hitehall District, Deerlocge
formally hung up his forest green uniform and retired after 28 years of service on
September 1. He will be succeeded by Ranger George Roskie of the Lewis and Clark.

Ranger .Dickinson took his forestry oath of office on December 19, 1919, and was
assigned to the Dry Wolf Ranger District on the ‘0ld Jefferson Forest, He was trans-
ferred to the Whitehall District of the Deerlodge in June 1931 and remained at that
station until his retirement., N

In speaking of Mr. Dickinson's retirement, Supervisor Fry said, '"He has the best
record of any of our men for time spent in the saddle and in the field. Through the
years he has been fully dependable and industrious. He has eliminated forest tres-
passing on his district. With the cooperation of the stockmen in the area he has
built up the range to a very high standard and grazing there now is exceptional in
quality and quantity in a fertile country. He built miles and miles of fences, took
a prominent part in stock water development programs, and built up two campgrounds,
one. of which - Toll Mountain - is widely used."

The Deerlodge Forest staff and friends of Ranger Dickinson honored him at a dinner
-'party held at Lloyd's Cafe in Butte on September.6b.

fire Summary. As of August 30 our fire total was 1,435. The Labor Day week end
added 155 to this number. The Kootenai Forest leaas the list with 208 fires as of
August 30. Of the 1,435 regional total, 24 were class C; 5 class D of which 2 were
on the Beaverhead and 1 each on the Bitterroot, Gallatin and Nezperce; and the 1
class E fire the region has had this year is credited to the Kaniksu.

Congratulations to Mr, and Mrs. Richard McElroy, parents of a baby girl born
September 3. Richard is a bookkeeping machine operator in Fiscal Control.

Personnel Notes,

EDWIN R. SIEVERS from R-B;-Albuqﬁerque, New Mekico, has reported as chief of Surveys
and Maps, Engineering, vice Jim Yule,

ELDON MEIK has returned to work in the Range Research Division of the Experiment
Station after a leave of absence to attend the State College at Logan, Utah,

PHILIP MURPHY, Engineering, returned to duty after an extended leave in California
where he went for medical attention,

BETTY J. GREEN, new appointment, typist, Cabinet.

BRUCE GRAY, new appoiﬁtment,-clerk-typist, Nezpercé.

THEODORE. R. HAY, forester, St. Joe, resigned, -

DOROTHY ANN L. RITTER, clerk—stenographer, Engineering, resigned.

ELIZABETH S. DONEY, bookkeeping machine operator, Fiscal Control, resigned,

GEORGE H. HANKINSON, forester, Lolo, retired September l; after 30 years of service.

Acting Regional Forester. C. S. Crocker to September 13,

Dilemma. Sure, the daily grind of the old job gets monotonous. But what if you had
to be on vacation all the time. (Clipped) ,

e
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Chief Returns
Mr, Watts has returned to the W, 0, from a four weeks' trip to Region & and
southern Idaho, He made the trip both ways via airplane,

The Digest has received the following sidelight on his trip:
”~
// Iast week end lMr, Watts took time off from a strenuous month of inspection
in Region 6 to relax momentarily at Pringle Fells Experimental Forest in
central Oregon, Here bensath towering ponderosa pines that border the
Deschutes River the Chief rested and fished, Furthermore, he caught fish,
in fact he caught more and larger fish than any of the others in his party,
whick included such self-admitted experienced anglers as Director Hall and
Regional Forester Andrews., There was some mumbling armong dr;-fly simon
pures about the strange and unfamiliar wahblers and spinners employed by
Watts to outsmert the local trout, but there was no denying their effec-
tiveness, Yarning comes from the Northwest to ordinary fishermen in the
W, O, that they may find the Chief hard to Xive with when he refurns to
\ the Capital.

P, S, - R-6 wishes to emphasize the fact that (1 )‘thewe were no specially
tamed fish confined for lir, Watts' benefit; (2) no SP swam under water to
affix trout to his hook,

(Comment by Mr, lVatts: "I simply 0. X. the above with considerable
reluctance, I could boast a bit about the size of the one I lost in the
logs but I would have to claim at least 5 poinds by now and he might have
been larger than that,")

Radio Series on Atomic Energy
Niles Trammel, President, National Broadcasting Cownany, has wired the Chief
as follows:

'The Fifth Horseman' a dramatic series dealing with destructive power
of atom bomb and social and political Implications of atomic energy
will start July 4 9:30-10:00 p, m, EST, You are res uontfullj invited
to listen to this public service broadcast on WRC, NBC in Vashington.

Airplanes Purchased

The Forest Service has finally purchased four "Stinson Vovaper 150" airplanes
to be assigned to Regions 1, 4, 5, and 6, The machines are now ready for
delivery, Donald I, Hamilton of the Wo. 0. picked up one of the machines on
Thursday of last week and flew it to Washington, On Sunday he left with the
plane for Region 3 and from there will deliver it to Region 5. . Each of the
other three Regions mentioned are sending their ovm pilots to Wayne, Michigan,
to pick up their respective airplanes within the next week.

1019 (over)
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Annuities of Certain Employees Retired Prior to Jan., 24, 1942, To ‘Be Recomputed
The President on June 29 signed 'S.” 896, which provides for recomputing the annu-
ity of ‘émployees who retired prior to January‘?4 1942, in aecordance .with the
formula prescribed in the act of that date., Employees whose average salary for
any consecutive five-year period exceeded %2400 will be benefited by this act
although it does not permit retroactive payments to be made, Retired Forest
Service employees initiated the introduction of this bill and doubtless were
very helpful in bringing about its enactment, This bill is now Public Law 470,

Acting Chief
C. M, Granger will serve as Acting Chief during the month of July.

"Eye" That Sees 15 lMiles in Dark Developed at Johns Hopkins
"Do you remember that eute littls lady-lookout on lit. Baldy in '42? Boy - there
was a cute little trick! She -=-———-- s '

The intriguing lady lookouts are on the way "out" (as "lookouts" only, of course)
along with the pack mules, the dutch ovens and a lot cf. other familiar old-
fashioned signs of a rapidly passing era. Buck Rogers gadgets are taking their
places.,

Never a day goes by - at least not many days - but Fire Control is told about
some new wonder gadget or chemical or machine which will revoluntionize fire
control. The latest one to come to our attention is a "super-conducting
bolometer," This gadget with the long Hollvwoodish sounding name is said to be
a mechanical eye which automatically picks up not smoke, but HEAT, and with a
needle "outlines on a chart the shape of the heated cbject or arga." No less
than a Johns Hopkins medico -of renute says "one can 'look' at a human body in
complete darkness from any distance and see the outlines of the body, with head,
arms and legs visible," They say also temperature changes of one millionth of
a degree can be measured,

So one of these fine days we'll probably do away with our lookout houses, and
our telephones and radios and substitute instead a tall tower on which is
mounted one of these super-conducting bolometers, complete with transmitting
mechanism capable of recording the location and shape of’ any hot spot on the
landscape,

Impagine what might happen if a Hedy Lamarr or a Lana Turner wandered into
range ------ Far . (PAT)

Returns from Military Service

John Holden has returned from military service and taken up his former duties as
chief of the W, 0, Equipment and Supply Section, Hjs military service inecluded
about two years with the Navy Material Redistribution 3nd Disposal Administration,
headquarterﬂd in New York City, -

W C, Ellis, who served as chief of the Equipment and Supply Section during lr.
Holden's absence, will return to Region 3 after making a field trip in connection
with road fund contracts,

State Forester Returns from Military Service _

Anton J, Tomasek has been released from military service and has tdken over his
former duties.as State Forester of Illinois, Fis office has been moved, The
new address is 3013 E, Monroe Street, Springfield, Ill,
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Scme Inpressions of European forests

At two recent meetings — the "ramily Meeting" on Octuber 22 and the "Big Staff
iieeting" on Octcber 23 —- Chilef Viatts and Assistant Chief Kotok told members of
the Washington Office about their experiences on théir recent trip to Europe and
some of the impressicns they gained of forestry conditions in parts of Nerway,
Denmark, France, and Germany. Scme of these, by countries, are:

Norway (southern pari): Over-all view of the country from a low-flying plane
gave the impression of a rcugh country topograchically — mcuntains, craggy
rocks, studded with lakes, living streams, farms crowding frcm the level lands
clear tc the foot of the mountains, and tiien vast stretches of solid timberland
and close by every farm, scme woodlots. They nave cnly a few tree species to
deal with — not the complexity of species that confronts an American forester,
Conifers are two or three at the most: spruce, fir, and Scotch pine. Hardwoods
are beech and cak. )

The Norwegian foresters, in the main, have leaned nezvily towards natural regen—
eration, coentinuous cutting to improve stand conditions, and a strong tendency
towards building up their capital in the growing forest. Their knowledge of
scils in far ahead of what we have cunceived. Where we think of soils in broad
terms, they determine the growing capacity of the land by the soil capacity.

In the main, they base their silvicultural practices on three or fcur techniques:
(1) ia hardwoods, trying to get cocnsiderable beech into a stand in crder to
improve site; (2) in conifers, depending largely on natural regeneration, but
will resert to artificial regeneration if the scvil has deteriorated; and (3)
basing degree of cutting on stand per acre, which varies according to the class
of stand — no different from in the United States.

Cultural operations were¢ disappointing. There is very little pruning. There
are frequent light thinnings, ending up almost invariably in clear-cutting.

The Norwegian foresters are an industrious lot, showing alertness to the possi-
bilities of new developments both in growing timber, in harvesting, and in
utilization potentialities. The people, tco, nave learned to appreciate the
full impcrt of tneir furests.

Denmark: An expansive stretch of lowlands, every tillable acre being most
intensively cultivated, leaving only small areas of the country to forests.
Most of these arcas are remnants of the coriginal oak and bveech forests that .
have been retained continuously in forests since the rulers of Denmark in
1805 decreed that no further conversicn of forest lands inte farms could be
undertaken. Some few plantations ¢f Scotch pine and spruce have been

(over)
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introduced sipee that time. Crginally, Dermark was covered with dense forests
of cak and beéch.,” T ) .

No time jis wagted by the Danes wa*tlng for natural ranbneratxon.- They aim to
get fully stocked stands by the nost careful methods of greund preparation and
artificial seeding or plantlnb They handle their fcrest properties almost to
the same degree of intensiveness that they apply to croplands. Tneir forest
arcas have more stems per acre than any cther country and - tney wind up with
better lumber than mcst. FhE

Danish foresters base their figures cn stand per acre entirely on norumal. yield
tables. Tney reinventory the stand every ten years. The yield table is tpeir
gospel. They would not think of trying to Buess yield of timber in a stand,

'Thev are very much interested in genetics znd are doing scume splendid work. It

is mostly in an exgerl nerital stage, although some work on poplar nas commercial
value 7"*1t, NUW,

Germany (American Occupation Zone — through Hessen, Wurtemberg, and. Bavaria):

Public forests and larger private hcldings in the mein give the impression of
being managed on a meticulous plan-wise basis. The smaller holdings have been
less carefully handled and showed pcorer cocndition. Lack of labor during the
war resulted in considerable material ieft in tne. woods that should have been
removed. This has ccntributed to a few severe insect eocidemics, which are now
being most intensively -combatted. Tainnings and cther cultural operations have
been deferred and need early attention. 2

Conifercus species are spruce, fir, Scotch pine, and a little red pine, Hardwcods

are ca k and beech

* From the grcund and from the air, cne gets the.impression that:there is toco high

a percentage of 1 to 20-age classes, which may reflect overcutting of -the forests.
German foresters do net have any cver-all marking rules for a forest preperty.
They are trained and then made responsible for a piece of property. They develop
their own management plan, This usually provides for a cutting budget, timber
limits st which they seek to harvest crop, and that is ail. Their marking,
however, does not vary much from ours where there is not clear-cutting.

Both Mr. Watts and iir. Kctok stated that Joe Kircher and Les Bean are doing a
splendid job there under very difficult ccnditicns.

France: une of the important jobs of the rrench forest service, called the

Department of Water and Forestsy; has been the. job we call here, flcod control.

Three charzacteristics cf tnis work ares

(1) Control of siides, -slips, and dCthﬂ cf ¢ld glaciers by stabilization of
soils. They start by making a very careful study of thc geclogy of the region
along witn a study of the land practiccs., They put in drainage system for
water diversion znd then go in and plant tc forests.

"(2) Control of streams by barriers — small and lnrge- maximum are LO feet high

and 10 to 15 ‘feet wide. :

(3) Recapture of swamp lands by drainage and planting of poplars.

(EEi~
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The Vesges liountains in northezst France show mnrks of the neavy fighting which
took place there during World Wer I and the Germans' retreat before the American
push to the Rhine in the spring of 1945, kuch more burning and destruction of
the forests took place than was necessary for military reasons, The Gerscns
evidently did it purely for meanness,

Mr. Watts said that ne nzd discussed forest regulation with foresters aznd timber—
land owners in all three countries — Norway, Denmark, &nd France, Norway has
regulatory legislation very similar tc what we are proposing in this couutry.

The law provides for advisory committees, broken down into rather small units.
Each committee is responsible to the local forest officer.

Mr. Kotok said that the certified seed movement is very strong throughout Europe
and it is hoped that FAO will give leadership tc this movement.

Both Mr. Watts and Mr. Kotok spoke cf the destructive forces cf war on scme of
the cities. The almest complete destruction of Stuttgart was a great shock to
Mr. ‘atts. He said he looked out of his hotel window one evening and for as far
as he could see the town had been almcst cumpletely destroyed. It was hard to
belicve, he said, that some 5UC,000 people are still living there among the
ruins. The nctel where Mr. Vatts stayed had been rehabilitated for the American
Army.

"You are reminded," kir, Kotok said, "of pictures you nave seen of excavated
“ancient cities in Egypt, Hume, or Greece, You know a civilization conce axisted
and ycou begir tc wonder whether cre is =till there, Kiles of rubble, stune and
mortar, and twisted girders are sad reminders of what warfare can be. Ycu wender
wnetner this blood-letting and destruction can be endlessly repeated. As shcck—
ing as the destruction ¢f & whole city is to cne's sensibilities, one wondered -
as we passed thrcugh Dachau what the reaction was of 300,000 agenizing sculs
subjected to torturs and disgrace. It was gocd, therefcre, to get out into the
forests where nature, itself, has a way of rapidly healing scars and leaving a
pleasant lanascape as a reminder that there is beauty in this world if we would
only capture it."

Resolutions
The Mcntana State Federation of Laber at its annual meeting recently adopted
resolut iuns stating that:

We favor immediate action in the develcpment of & state and national
program for all forest lands that wili protect the forests from fire,
insects, and disease damage; premote forestry practices that will
result in full use of the productive capacity of these lands but not
cveruse whicn weuld bring exnzustion of usable tiaber at z later date;
promote greater utilization of the wood products thercby eliminating
waste and conserving timber supplies now available; and crovide for an
aggressive start on reforestation of lands now not producing anytning
of commercial value,

We specifically favor immediate acticn through the passage by Congress
of a ccoperative insect control law comparable tc the cooperative fire
centrol law which will provide for the protecticn ¢f privately cwned
lands now threatened by outbreaks of destructive insect pests which
each year destroy much valuable timber in ncrthern Idaho and western
Yontana, E

Bl ot
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We demand immediate action on an expanded federal fcrest road Gevelopment
program to open up inaccessible timber stands in the mountaincus country
mest of which are within the boundaries of the Naticnal Forests and which
roads are needed if cvermature or diseased timber is tu be salvaged and
these back ccuntry timber stands put on a better maraged basis,

The Mcntana State Federation of Laber assist the State Forestry Depart-
ment wherever possible in promcting timber conservation and sustained
yield prcgrams.

Pressure be brought upon the next session of the liontana State Legislature
to provide funds for the reforestaticn of public-cwned lands and the pur-

chase of cut-over private-owned lands for the development ¢f a refcecresta-

tion program whicii will previde a maximum lumber producticn for the future
and security fcr the workers empleyed in the Lumber Industry.

The Naticnal rederaticn of Business and Frcfessional Wemen's Clubs at its biennial
conventicn in Cleveland, Cnio, on July 11 passed a resclution proposing "That the
Natioral rederaticn cf Business and Professiovnal Women's Clubs incliude the study
cf the entire natural rescurce situation, including tne phases ¢f timber and
timber products, range, fouruge, sciis, wildlife and watersheds in the next annual
program made up foilowing the presentation cf this resclution."

At its meeting in St. Paul, iMinnesota, September 9-11, the International Assccia-
ticn of Game, rish, and Conservation Coummissioners passed the following resclu-
ticns of interest tc the Forest Service:

Retenticn of Public Lands

The public lanus of the United States have been retained, or purchased,
by the peorle c¢f the nation and sc administered that the greatest public
benefits nave veen derived therefrom.

Certain interests are ccnstantly striving to have these lands transferred
to private cwnership.

THEREFCRE BE IT RESULVED that this Association oppose all proposals,
inciuding such measures as Senate B8ill 8-1945, intended to cpen the way
tc transfer public lands to private ownership.

Withdrawals of Fublic Lands

There are centinual withdrawals and dedications of public lands, by
executive branches of the federal government, without advance specific
approval by Congress in each instance.

THEREFCRE BE IT RESCLVED that this Asscciation recommend that Congress
pass Senate Bill 2394, which will amend the law to provide that such
withdrawals shall be made only with prior congressional approval and
cunsent in each case.

Actingz Chief
Mr. Kctok will serve as Acting Chief beginning November 11 until further notice.
r. Loveridge will continue as Acting Chief until that time.

Work Improvement Susgestion Published in Fire Control Notes

Repairing damaged fire canteens: for illustration and explanation, see page 19
of the Cctocber 1 issue of Fire Cuntrol Notes., The idea was subritted to the
Work Inprovement Committee by Ranger Dean Earl of kegion 3.
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. 0. Big Staff Meeting
Some of the highlights of his reeent trip to the South were f%ld by lr. Watts
at the W, O, Big Staff Meeting on Tuesday afternoon, May 13. This was not an
inspection trip, Mr, Watts pointed out, but just & short trip to again get
me idea of what is going on in conservation in the South.

He spent several days on the Georpe Washington and Jefferson National Forests
in Region 7. He was impressed particularly with the way that Region is taking
hold of the wildlif'e problem in Virginia, By cooperative arrangement with the
State, every Ranger District on these twec Forests has one and sometimes two

or three full-time wildlife men - game wardens = reporting directly to the
Forest Ranger. .These men are a real help to the Ranger in many ways beg&ides
wildlife matters., 3

Mr., Watts said he had requested Regional Forester Evans to show him some of
the timber stand improvement work that had been done during CCC days in order
to find out if it showed worth while results, He said he believed he was .
shown a feair sample and while he hadn't pgone into the economics of it, from
a silvicultural standpoint it had certainly paid dividends, ;
Recreational areas in the South are getting much heavier use than he had
expecteds These sites are particularly popular for piecnics.. Almost every,
camp and pienic area showed evidence cf rather heavy use this year even
though the season has not yet opened, The need for more "service" on most
areas was obvious,

He spent two or three days on the Cherokee National Forest, Tennessee, mostly
in connection with forest management matters, although he also visited some
recreational properties, He said. he saw some cutting on private lands in the
immediate vieinity of the Cherokee Forest which strengthened his belief that
demonstration and education alone will not do the job of brlnglng about good
mana gement,

Mr. Watts visited an area on the Conecuh Forest in southern Alabame, where

he had spent a day four years agos A large part of this forest is ridge land
with serub oak which has come. in after the pine had been cut., Plantings that:

go back six or seven years are showing up most effectlvely and the bulk of this
ares now looks very good, Mr, Watts saide. Some of the younpg trees are now

10 to 12 feet tall, He said if we want to spend money to de it we can recapture
areas that have been sSorub oak by planting-and keeping hogs out,

When one sees the tremendous acreagolburﬁed in the South, one may get the

*impression tat'we are not making much progress there, but when locking at the

record on the ground and comparing conditiens now with what they were fowr years

3158 : (over)
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ago, Mr, Watts is convinced that we are making splendid progress in fire” control
in the South, with some exceptions. It is perfectly clear, he said, that our
fire control program in the South is definitely paying diwvidends.

Mr. Watts spoke of attending part of the joint meeting of the Gulf and South-
eastern Sections of the Society of American Foresters at Biloxi, Miss, One
session of the meeting was a field day in which all kinds of woods equipment

were demonstrated. Forest Service participation consisted of a demonstration

of fire plows and fire equipment. On the whole, he said, this was a well
organized show, About 500 people, more than half of them from industry, attended.

At the Society's banquet that night, J. B. Snyder, who is a~former.Lieutenant
Covernor of Mississippi, a newspaperman, and a member of the Conservation Com-
mission, was the principal spesker. Having in mind the difficulties we have
been having in Mississippi, Mr. Watts was a little bit dubious beforehand as to
what the speaker might say about the Forest Service. I!Much to his surprise,

Mro. Snyder spoke in gIOW1ng terms of the Service and the work it is doing in
h1551551pp1.

Mr. Watts said his report would not be complete if he didn't tell about his
deep sea fishing trip in Region 8., Seven went along to tell him how to catch
fish., Strange to say, he was the only one of them that caught a fish during
the trip. Perhaps the length of the fish has increased somewhat in the telling,
but his best recollection is that it was more than 40" long. 'Mr. Watts closed
by saying that he didn't know when he had gotten mere good out of a trip.

He said they had with them two Forest Rangers who had been through one of the
hottest fire seasons and he learned from them more about the fire problems

in Mississippi then he could ever learn by sitting in an office., He said with
that kind of young folks in the Serwvice, old-timers needn't worry but that the
Forest Service will continue to be in good hands, whether in Mississippi or
elsewhere, )

—

Additional Funds for Access Roads

The bill (S,800) which would make an additional 10,000,000 available for
access roads out of the appropriation for the Veterans' Emergency Housing Act
of 1946 has been passed by the Senate and referred to the House Committee on
Banking and Currency. (In Informatioh Digest, March 20, 1947).

' g gl '

Proposed Transfer of Military Land to Wasatch Forest .

The Secretary of Agriculture in his report on S, 1112 %o the Senate Committee
on Armed Services has strongly urged the transfer of two tracts, totalling
6636 acres, within the Fort Douglas Military Reservation to the Forest
Service for administration as a part of the Vasatch National Forest, House
hearings on this bill were held on May 19,

Fire Prevention Cempaign Is Evidently "Taking" in the Schools

Charles W, Mattison of the W, O. Division of Inform tion and Education reports
that Frank Connolly of Region 7 and he were driving through Philadelphia in an
official Forest Service cer on the start of & field trip when they stopped for

a traffic light on & very busy street, A newsboy saw the ear and in spite

of a pouring rain, dashed through traffic to ask, "Say do you fellers have more
of those forest fire posters and stamps ?" Mr, Connolly replied, "Sure, son,

just send us a .card « we have lots of them." As they started on, the boy yelled,
"9, K., mister, I've got your address, The teacher ‘gave it to us in class,"
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Legislation Coming

. 'BOISE, Idaho (FPN)—Lyle F
Waltts, chief' of the U. S. Fores
Service, last week on a tour o:
forest areas in Idaho re-empha-

. sized that legislation to preveni

what he termed the cutting of tim-
ber twice as fast as it grows will
be pressed by the U. S. Fores!
Service.

. “We who have made a-study of
forestry know that it is not s
healthy national condition when
we cut our timber twice as fast as
it grows, and we have been doing
just that,” Watts is reported as
saying, adding that “99 per cent of

the cutting is on privately owned

lands.”

Leaders in private forestry for
several months have been prepar-
ing, if necessary, to battle any at-
tempt by the U. S. Forest Servite
to encroach on what they believe
to be their private interests. How
great the fight will be against any
proposed legislation to control cut-
ting will, naturally, depend upon
the objectives of the legislation
itself. Chief Forester Watts each
year in his annual reports has ex-
pressed the need for public regu-
lation. s :

r?x: his 1944 report Watts said:
“One important lesson that should
be learned from the war is that in-
dividual security is largely with-
out foundation in the absence of
national security. Since this is so,
it follows that security, whether
individual or collective, demands
that the public interest take prece-
dence over individual interests.
This is especially important with
respect to forest praetices so as to
keep the land reasonably produc-
tive. Forest capital or growing
stock must be conserved, or re-
placed if dissipated, whether or
not the individual landowners has
any interest in the continuity of
his forest enterprise.”

A “fight to the finish” on the
control issue may well get started
just as soon as war urgency leave
lumber production and before in-
creased manpower and equipment
has an opportunity to step up pro-
duction to meet domestic demands.

-



Mr, Watts as Chief Forester

Announcemeni that Lyle F. Watts, forn

. regional forestev stationed in Periland, has be
1 appointed chief of the forest service, will oc
| sion much congratulatory comment in the
cific northwest, where the new chief of |

timberlands is widely known and as wid

!]iked. Mr. Watts served in Portland from 1
spring of 1939 to the autumn of last year, wh

he was summoned to the national capital to |

come an assistant to Secretary of Agricultu

Wiekard.

Meantime the office of chief forester had be
vacant, by the death of F. A. Silcox in 19!
What more natural than that Mr, Watts' empl¢
ment in Washington, in the department of ag
culture, should result in his later appoinime
as chief forester? No representative of the fore
service assigned to this region ever attain
greater popularity, and commonly it will nc
be remarked that his promotion to the post

, chief is in every way admirable, “A fine chag
said Stanley G. Jewett of the federal fish a1
wild life survey, “and an excellent forester, bo
practical and scientific. A betier choice cou
not have been made.” ) =/ O~ j
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The New Chief Forester.

Lyle Watts is considered well qualified in his professic
through practical, technical and administrative experien
for his new position as chief forester of the United Stat:

Mr. Watts enjoys the wholehearted confidence of the Fe
est Service itself, insuring cooperation to the fullest exte
from the various regions with which he was associat
before his advancement,

Forestry has been his life career. He has pursued
with keen intelligence, enthusiasm and perseverance. I
has seen its varying phases from every angle, as a teache
as a research director, from the field, and from the region
headquarters of the Middle West, the mountain count:
and the Pacific Coast. He has met the lumberman, tl
stockman, the farmer, the miner, the scientist, becomir
acquainted with their problems, finding sympathy wit
their efforts.

His Missoula acquaintances and associates of the fiy
years that he spent here thoroughly approve of the admi:
istration’s choice of Lyle Watts as the chief forester of th
United States as the most appropriate selection that coul
be made.




NE of the most construc-|this connection is the 2
tive parts of Governor

The Forest

P

s Bl I S

Program

P

pointment of Lyle F. Wal

Langlie’s message to the leg-|to the long vacant post
islature was that dealing with|chief of the national fore
Washington's forestry prob-|service.

lems.

As the governor well says:

#“The state can ill afford to
sit back and ignore the signs of
a declining resource, for not only
is the prosperity of the state in-
volved, but the very life of many
commuities is jeopardized.”

As we have often point

jout, national and state gc

ernments must work togeth
in solution of forestry prc
lems. Federal action as w
as state action has lagged.

Mr, Watts’ appointme

means, not merely that t
Two other matters areifqpost service will have a lee
worthy of special attention at|q. who can head up natior
this time. efforts, but one who will
One is the indorsement of |in a remarkably good positi
the proposed state forestry/to coordinate national a
program by the Washington state programs.
State Federation of Labor.g  As regional forester wi
This is a welcome sign thafjjoffices at Portland for ma:
organized labor is alive to the|years, the new chief forest
danger involved to state prosd|is intimately acquainted wi
perity and to the welfare ofl|Pacific Northwest problen
| all workers, if the state’s NoJ|But his efforts alone will
1 industry is permitted to de-junavailing unless there is ¢
cline, It indicates, too, thatition in the states most deer
organized labor is aware of|concerned.
'its responsibilities in promot-| This legislature should n

.ing the general welfare of the|adjourn without doing i

gtate, part toward safeguarding o
The other development in'forests.
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: NEW CHIEF FORESTER
President Roosevelt has at last appointed a chief forester
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of F. A. Silcox. The man
he has named is Lyle F. Watts, recently regional forester in
Portland. In the latter position Mr. Watts, of course, was
the superior officer over the Deschutes forest and he was a
not infrequent visitor here. He was concerned by and made
intensive studies of the local forest situation and problems.
‘We may be assured of his symp'sit_l_lgtic’attitude toward this
region. » il e T et
\ These are selfish reasons for our pleasure over the Watts |
bppointment. There are others not selfish at all and including
atisfaction that Lyle Watts’s competence is thus recognized
and that at the head of this important bureau is being placed
a man who is friendly, of simple habit, well trained and
- certain to succeed.




Glen. Incidentally this inn and the postmaster’s home in
Glen Brittle are the two best centers for exploration of the
peculiar wild beauties of Skye.

A few general remarks should be added. Nowhere in Great
Britain are the mountains high by American standards. Ben
Nevis, the highest, is under 5,000 feet. Sgurr Alasdair in Skye
is only 3,309 feet. Scafell Pike (English Lakes) is 3,210 feet.
Snowdon (North Wales) is 3,560 feet. Yet almost without ex-
ception these mountains rise virtually from sea level. This fact,
together with their sharpness of outline and sheer ruggedness,
give at least the illusion of their being comparable to some of
our Rockies—for example, those in Glacier Park, where the
scenery is not dissimilar. The British country is glaciated,
and hence lakes are abundant. Rain may be expected during
July and August. May, June, September and October are
the favored months for hiking. “Camping out” is infrequent,
because simple accommodations, reasonably priced, are usually
near enough even the wildest areas for the packless, rapid hiker

24 Tue Livine WILDERNESS
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to reach them by night fall. Parts of Scotland are an excep-
tion, and the usual tenting or pack equipment is serviceable.
Apart from the Scottish glens, very little of the wild area
is forested. Consequently views along the trails are unob-
tructed, and the trails themselves are often either rocks or
bog. Many of the best routes are trailless, but are so out in
the open that there is no danger of losing the way. The chief
hazards are on the rocky trailless peaks when clouds and fog
come, These peaks are really dangerous and there are not
infrequent casualties.

Naturally, few if any of us will have the opportunity to
visit the British Isles until the war is over. When that day
comes, | hope that any member of the Wilderness Society
who does visit Britain will carry the courage of his convic-
tions with him and search out those places in the Isles which
do not yield their joys easily, and which do not yield them
at all except to those who are Teady to “pit the strength of
lung and limb against the rocks until the heights are gained.”

Lyle W. Watts New Chief of the Forest Service

REETINGS to the new Chief of the Forest Service,
Lyle W. Watts, who was appointed January 8 to fill
the vacancy caused, on November 12, 1939, by the
death of Major Ferdinand Augustus Silcox. Mr. Watts had
been serving in Secretary Wickard’s office for a couple of years
on post-war plans for the Pacific Northwest, later in Depart-

ment activities related to farm labor.

He came from the Northwest, where his experience included
all phases of the administrative branch of the Forest Service,
four years as Director of the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest
and Range Experiment Station, and two years in the field of
forestry education during which he organized the School of
Forestry at Utah Agricultural College.

Mr. Watts has served in four of the nine national forest
regions: in the Intermountain Region at Ogden, Utah, and in
the Northern Rocky Mountain Region at Missoula, Montana.
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North
Central Region (including national forests in Illinois, Indiana,
lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin). In 1939
he was made Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region
with headquarters at Portland, Oregon.

He had extensive experience in meeting problems involved
in creation of wilderness areas in the Forest Service during
periods of controversy between conservationists and business
men, principally miners, who wanted to exploit areas of all
kinds. In those in which the Wilderness Society was involved,
we found Mr. Watts sound and reasonable. He was born in
Iowa in 1890. He knew Bob Marshall well.
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. Chief Forester Tells The News

est Fires Are “Very Serious Mati.

DON’T LET
OLD MAN
WINTER
SCARE YOU!

You Can
Beat Him

) snug, warm and healthy—economically
tock Wool insulation.

1 most sturdily-built home can be uncom-
cold and draughty all winter long, if not
1;13ulated aga,lnst the onslaughtb of “Old
iter.”
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mer. It helps fire-
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inia Home Insulation
Company, Inc.

12 Union Trust Building
Phone Petersburg 585

U. S. War Bonds

Watts Lists

Steps To Insure

Needed Wood

Mr, W. P. McGuire,

“The Southside Virginia News,”
Petersburg, Virginia,

Dear Mr, McGuire:

In the three decades prior fo
the war, our estimated total re-
serve of standing saw timber
was reduced almost 40 per cent.

Lumber and pulpwood are
now among the most critically
needed war suopplies, and {he
drain on our forests continues
in excess of the annual rate of
timber growth.

Such a downward frend can
resulf only in increased scarcity
of timher and increased cost of
limber products that are essen-
tial both in war and peace.

To meef estimated future re-
quirements for timber, we shall
have {o take positive steps to
keep all our forest land green
and growing., Among them are
these steps:

1. To stop further depletion
of our remaining forest lands.

2. To do a big job of re-
storing forests on the millions
of acres that already have been
reduced to non-productivity.

3. To ecut down the 120,000
to 200,000 forest and woods fires
which each year are carelessly
or intentionally set by man and
which burn over more acres
than there are in New York
State, which kill enough timber
te build 215000 five-room
homes, and which require near-
Iy 1,000,000 man-days  of fire
fighting lahor—time and labor
which should be spent in factor-
ies and on farms., . . . Forest
and woodsfires, it is plain, are
a very serious matter.

I am thersfore delighted that
you and The Southside Virginia
News are stressing the value and
importance of WOOD; the need
for cutling it wisely and for re-
plenishing its souvces; the im-
portance of protecting forests
and farm woodlands from fire.

And I want you to kmow thal
in doing this, you and your pa-
per are, in my opinion, making
a very definite contributfion to
the war effort and the peace.

LYLE F, WATTS,
Director

United States Forest Servige, |

Washington, D. C., Oct. 30.

i ;% WS RS,

"LYLE F. WATTS, Chief
U. S. FOREST SERVICE

Forest Chief’s
RBig Job

Wartime chief of the U. S. For-
est Service, Lyle F. Watts holds
an important, many-sided job, the
suceessful administration of which
affects the lives of the American
people in many ways.

Respongsible for the administra-
tion of the 158 National Forests
scattered from Alaska to Florida
and from Maine to California, as
well as of the 12 forest experiment
stations and famous Forest Pro-
ducts Laboratory at Madison, Wis.,
Chief Watts is also general super-
visory head of the various coop-
erative programs through which
the Federal government works to
help State and private owners of
timberland raise standards of
management, productivity and
community service in all the for-
est regions.

His Summary

Today, Mr. Watts is deeply con-
cerned with three things:

First, that the forest resource
shall make the greatest possible
contribution toward winning the
Var.

Second, that in s0 far as pos-
sible .this contribution of timher
and forest products shall be made
without avoidable sacrifice of pro-
ducing forests.

Third, that at ths sarli

& ST |

est posai-
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BALTIMORE NEWS .POST 4/3
OUTDOORS

J. HAMMOND BROWN

Among the matters that will be
thoroughly discussed at the forth-
coming yation For to be
held at the Lord. Baltimore Hotel
the morning and afternoon of
Wednesday, April 12, will be the
present and future problems of
forestry control.

The question will be covered
not only by our own State for-
ester, Joseph F. Kaylor, but will
also be approached from the Fed-
ersl ERookit Ty T Wit
chierf of the United States Forestry
Service.

IMPORTANT SUBJECT

Among the eighteen resolutions
adopted by the Outdoor Writers’
Association of America at its an-
nual conference held in Columbus,
Ohio, last February was one deal-
ing with this same question of for-
estry regulation for the post-war
period and the reception that this
resolution has received all over
the country illustrates perfectly
how important this subject has
become,

The resolution in question, after
reciting present forestry condi-
tions, especially the differences of.
opinion as between Federal agen-
cies, between the States and the
Government and divergént view-
points of the private lumbering
agencies, called upon the Presi-
dent of the United States to_ hold
a conference of all these divergent
agencies that they might compose
their various viewpoints 8o that
the impact upon our forestry re-
sources by industry might be
within the bounds of wise prac-
tices.

NEED U. 8. CONTROL

The answers to this resolution
show. clearly the need for such. a
conference. The Federal agencies
all stress the need of Federal con-
trol, the State forestry depart-'
ments almost unanimously declare
for less Federal interference,
while the private lumbering inter-
ests stand out for self-regulation,
with a minimum interference from
either State or Federal Govern-
mental agencies,

The question of forestry regu-
lations is further complicated by
the acknowledged fact that we
have had no adequate. survey of
our national forestry resources.

=

SITUATION IN MUDDLE

When Secretary Wickard of the
'Department of Agriculture states
that we are over-cutting our for-
estry crops the private and some
State agencies counter with the
statement that this is not true, and
that the forestry resource of the
country can well withstand the
current crop-taking. It is unfor-
tunate that neither side can prove
its statements., That is why the
present forestry situation is in
somewhat of a muddle.

' It is to be hoped that the pro-
jected mational survey by the
American Forestry Association
may be successfully carried out.
Such a survey will iron out many
‘present-day difficulties and form
a basis for proper procedure in

'the future.
(OVER)
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Cluef F oregter Expresses

Aimaz zement At Progress Here —

At a dinner given last r-frqt ag
Ocean Pond in ‘honor of MY T,
Watts, Chief Forester 10
Umted States . at, whiclh
American Tur pentine
Associagion and the Forest ¢ rm-
er?Associacic-n were joint hosts,

) o

the

mers

o

Mr, Watis expresced amazemen..‘
at the progress that has been

servations made in a  tour of
/much of South Georgia and
Nerth Florida, *

In the course of his remarks
‘| Mr. Watts said that conservation
of the nation’s forests was a
mattér that should be the eon-
cern not only of timber owners,
but of every individual and of all
government agencies, state and
rational,

He expressed the hope t.hat it
would be possible for owners and
all gouvernment agencies o join
in a coperative program: - that
would “lead. to preservation = of

the forests and to the rebuild- |
! natural re<|
Watts ‘intimated |/

that it was his belief that this|

ing of this great.'
source. Mr.

could be best served .by 'govern-
ment regulations of forests.’

Mr. Watts said that he had
inever seen a section tha:b could
take the abuse that ‘had ‘been
handed to it in the matter of

come back for more as had been
true of South Georgia and North
Florida. :
Mr. Mtt,s Was.. Qduced by
Harley Langdale, .president ;of
the Ameriean TurpentineFarm-
ers Associatior:’ ‘In & short talk,
Mr, Langdale expressed the plea-
‘sure of timber owners in this
section in having Mr. Watts
‘lcome to see for himself what is
being done in this section in the
development and preservation of
‘| forest resources. Mr. Langdale
.{ bointed. out that this was the
first time a.Chief Forester had
| ever visited this area and he ex-
pressed the hope that Mr.-Watts’
|| visit would lead to a better un-
| derstanding on the part of the
/| federal government of the prob-

estry, =

Among the oui; ot town ofﬁ-
cials: at the dinner - last. night
were: E. L. Demmon, supérin-

'|leans; Joseph C. Klrchaiz, region-
al forestér United States Forest
Service-Atlanta:- ~E.- I. - Bishop,
-assistant regional forester . H.*J..
ivxalsbaéger Florida Statlﬁg fores-
er: anuc.‘P,xEly gﬁon,
Fla., directing h @pt,;‘tngmr-
‘estt Farmers, I

improper forest . practiees and

lems con!ronting Southern for- |

made in this section in refore-|
station "and conservation. Mr.|
Watts based his remarks on 0b- |

tendent of the Southern Forest ||
Experiment Station; | New. or-|
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INPORMATION
Ceneral ; February 26, 1948

¥r, #al Burton

King Features Syndicate
255 East 46th Street
Room 1207

i“ !Ork. !! rl

Dear lal;

Hore is about all we have here about MNr, Watts, In 1%, you
will zlean the sallient faots about hls life, He is a

reticent and rotiring man, and so anecdotes about him sre

hard to find, H owever, if this arouses your interes$, and
makes you think you would 1like a coupls of additionmal anecdotes,
I'1) find some stories to fill the bill, I wanted to get

thds material off to you Yonight, as I promiseds Drop me a line
if there is something specifioc that I cam dig up for you,

Sinserciyy,

Ge A . MACDCHEALD
In the Division of Information and Education

Enclosures included:

Southside Virginia News article
PARADE article, and Parade manuscript
Story in clip sheet 8-11-45

Ttems from Inf. Digest 55 (5/28/47) and 72 (Inf, Digest 7/2 /46)

Photos 432088, Lewis B, Holt with Mr, Watts, Release 1/13/47
GAMacDonald:ARS wjth photo; and Dec, 24, 1946 story on
Viatts Signs Pact (with photograph)



(Printed in the Southside
Virginia News, Potorshurg, Ve.,
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LYlE P, TATTS

Vartize chlef of the Us S, Forest Service, Lyle P, Tabtts holds en
important, many-gided Job, the successful edministration of which affects
the lives of the American people in myriad ways,

Rosponasidle for the sdminlstration of the 158 National Forests
soattered from Alaska to Florida end from Eaine to ckl!fm, as woll
83 of the 12 forest experimeny stations and the famous F’ot";st Products
ladoratory at Madison, Wise, "the Chief" is slso gemeral supervisory
head of the warious cooperative programs through whlch the Federal governmend
works %o help State and private gwmers of tizberland raise standards of
managsment, sroductiviby and community service in all tis forsst regioms.

Today, i, TWatts is deeply comsermed with throe things: First, that
the forest roscurce shall maks the greetest possible comtridbution toward
winniry the war, Second, that ia so far as possible, this contridbuticon
of timber and forest products shall be mado without avoidable saorifice of
produeing forests, Third, that at the euwrliest possible moment the United
States shall adopt a broad Federal-State cooperative program caloulated to
sontrol destrustive outting practises on privats forest land and ¢o put the
forest resowrce on & conbimuous production basis that will bring a new
stability and prosperity to forsst workers, industries and commmities,

ir, Watts entered the Forest Service 31 years ago, following graduation
with the degres of Bashelor of Solence in Forestry from Iowa Stats College,
Save for two years whem he left the service temporarily to organise the
School of Forestry of Utah Agrigultural College, his governmeat service
has been contimuous,



Bofore ho wns nemed ohlaf in January of 1943, his experisnoe
iroluded all phases of Forest Sorvies work, from fire guard to regiomal
forester and the direetorship of an experiment station, e worked in
four of %the ten Forest Servise reglons, was regilomal forestsr for the
Iske and Central Steter snd for the FPaeifie Nortlwest, and has traveled
and studied ia all the othors,

Mr, Watss was born in Serro Gordo coumty, Jowm, in 130, b gremb
ook of Wis syl yers in Ve Paolfic Vortimest, which fromthe stendpoint
of oldegrowih $imber resarves is often called the mosh importan® forest
region in the United Stajtes, Not lemg ago, he traveled extanaively in
the South, whers ho was impressed with the good foresiry prastices being
employed by wany firms end imdividusls, bub doesly lawnied ihe sbwious

faot that slear ocubting, inadequato fire proteotiom and other foraste
destroylng foroes still prewveil upon most southern forest land,

- e e R oo -



AUBURN (CALIF.) Jol

Lyle Watts Approves
Auburn Work Cirele
yimber - Lumber Jo

Lyle Watts, chief [forester,
United States Forest Servicee,
Washington, D.C., was greatly im-
pressed with the fine stand of vir-
gin timber in the Auburn working
circle and expressed satisfaction
for the development of plans of the
local forest officers in bringing a
sustained yield lumber industry to
Placer County from the timber on
the Forest Hill Dlvide. The vir-
gin timber stand to be developed
by the United States Forest Serv-
ice includes 2,000,000,000 board
feet of timber.

The plan calls for location of a
finishing mill in the Auburn area
with access to the timber stand
provided by a $1,000,000 road
which is to be constructed by the
federal government. Survey for
the roud has been completed and
the first work on the road is ex-
pezted to start soon.

-S. B. Show, regional forester,
USFS, with headquarters in San
Francisco, was a member of the
party which visited Auburn last
Friday. He restated forest service
plans for development of the Au-
burn working circle along lines he
outlined when approval of the
ccunty %oard of supervisors was
given to the transfer of 55,000
acres of Southern Pacific timber
holdings to the United States For-
est Service. These plans call for
sale of the timber on a sustaining
basis and to a concern which
would operate a finishing mill in
the Auburn area.

Others in the party whlch vis-
ited Auburn last Friday were:
Stephen Wyckoff, director Califor-
nia Forest and Rangef Experiment
Station, Berkeley; DeWitt Nelson,
state forester of California; Edwin
F. Smith, supervisor Eldorado Na-
tional Forest Placerville; Wallace
Hutchinson, assistant regaonal for-
ester, San Francisco; Melvin E.
Barron, supervisor, Modoc Nation-
al Forest, Alturas; Paul Stathem,
supervisor Mendccino National
Forest, Willows; Guerdon Ellis,
superviscr Tahoe National Forest,
Nevada City; Harry Camp, re-
source manager Tahoe National
<Forest, Nevada City.

AL 8-23-45
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SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER
8-19=45

MG SEEN FOR
BUILDING BODN

The United States’ post war
building boom will be hampercd
by lack of lumber, it was pre-
dicted here yesterday by Lyle F.
Watts, chief of the United Htates
Forest Service.

Many west coast mills seem
slated to “go out of business”
because the “supply of logs is
very restricted” at present, de-
clared Watts, currently making a
tour of the national forests in
the California region.

NO STOCKPILES,

And as for lumber stockpiles,
he added, “substantially, there
just aren’'t any.”

Luberjacks who in the last cen-
tury started west after cutting
down the Maine forests have
reached the end of their trail in
the Pacific Northwest with “ne
place to go any more,” empha-
sized the forest service chief.
Lumbermen can turn to Alaska
for pulp wood but not construc-
tion timber, he said.

MUST CONSERVE.

The administrator of 158 na-
tional forests in forty-two States,
declared it was his belief that
the 341 millions of acres of land
which remain in private owner-
ship eventually will have to ob-
serve “certain minimum conserva.
tion standards” to “provide se-
curity for the community a.nd tha
Nation,”

b

___-" who came here vesterday for a

. FORTERVILLE RECORDER 8-2’5-4
National Forest Service

And Other Prominent
Men Entertained At D

Lyle
/Uniled, States Forest service,
brief inspection tour of the Se-
quoia Nulional Forest, was the
guest of honor last night at a
dinner arranged hy J. "Howard
Williams, executive secretary of
the Porterville Chamber of Com-

merce, at the Palm Cafe.

Other’ disting’u:shed guests pres-
ent were S. B. Show, regional for-
ester from San Francisco; W. T
Hutchinson, assistant regiona.
forester; S/ N. Wyeoff, director of
experimental research in Califor-
nia; Floyd Iverson, supervisor of
the Inyo National Forest; E. J.
Elliott, supervisor of the Sequoia
National Forest and Paul Struble,
Aassistant forest supervisor.

Mayor Charles J. Cummings
presided, and welcomed the ouk
of town guests (o Porterville
Others present were: City Clerk
Jap Elledge, City Manager Elmer
L. Long, District Munager R. R.
Sparks of the Southern California
Edison Co.; Donald L. Jones, for-
mer president of the Chamber of
Commerce; Vincent McHenry and
Homer W. Wood, local publisher.

A splendid steak dinner way
served with all of the trimmings.
A large banquet of asters was on
the head table, and ornamental
figurines were psed in the table
decorations, The ,#ervice was ex-
cellent, and Secretary Williams
is to he congratulated on the ar-
rangements.

Chlef Forester Speaks |

Chief Wafts spoke brictly of hisg

trop into the Scouoiz National
Forest with Forest Supervisor El-
liott and othe.s of the forest
Service men, (lic trip being made
yesterday :fiernoon. The party
was taken tou the Mountain Home
country, whica i soon Lo bhecome

the prope:ty of the state.

The chiet forester, who has his
headquaiters - at Washington, D.
C., was emphatic in his criticism
of the timber waste at Mountain
Home. He said that he had never
seen su.h destructiveness to for-
ests in his vravels from Alaska to
California, and suid that this in-
discriminate «culling of timber
had left him denressed, The

. Watts, .chief of th.e‘

Mountain Home &
could be one of 1
of America. The
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yeurs, wag deplor
he said, never sho
out of publie cont
~enerations tp er
years to come, wil
over the world, tc
beauties of the Si

Other speakers,
the cutting of ti
tain Home, said t
small number of
been cut, with fa

“largely used comr

that the state is t
area, the great tr
served for posteri
Praise Commu
Regional Fores
that we had.a w
the bhuack country
Ly, and he pruise
this communily
support of the Fo
rector Wycoll sai
native son of Cul
inlensely intereste
velopment. He sa.
the foreslL service

' fact. We have a

ihe bow,” he sai(
he was for a per]
timber and wate
conservation, he
not only be a st
for our own mar!
for export.
Supervisor Ell
the forest. personr
of praise for the
doing. In the cou
ning, Mr. Elliott
words of praise, n
superiors, but
townsmen, It w
that Supervisor !
largely instrumer
the Forest Servi
to Porterville, an
president of the 1]
Commerce with
Mayor Cummi
Mayor Cumminy;
people of Porten
what the Forest
for Porterville, ar
citizens of this ¢
always stand re:
‘Forest Service ir
it could. Supervi
that the completic
Divide highway w
wonderful countr
ists. A section o
pass through the



Forest, Service Reference File Pt o m-.f‘fQ2<£a - e
[ | CALIFORNIA REGION = ADMINISTRATIVE DIGEST _—1
g : _(Confidential = Service)

September 5, 1945 : Noe 36

// THE CHIEF CAN TAKE IT
. Chief Lyle F. Watts completed his inspection tour of the California Region
/{ﬂ' at Los Angeles on August 31 and left for Tucson, Arizona on Ssptember 2. During
4 his 23 days' stay in the State he traveled 3125 miles by automobile and met more
than 450 officers of R-5, California Forest & Range Experiment Station, and %{’
Emergency Rubber Projecty plus some 20 officers of Region 6 and 85 Federal and e
State officials, lumbermen and conservaticnistse
The second leg of the trip started with a two-day inspection of the Emergenc
- Rubber PrOJect at Salinas where thousands of acres of growing guayule and the ex=
traction plant were inspected, followed by a breather-trip to llonterey, Carmel and
the 17-Mile Scenic Drive = all under the direction of Dircctor Paul Roberts and
his staff. One-half day and night stop was made at the San Joaquin Exporimental
Range to see and discuss with the scientists from the CF&RES, University of
California, and Agricultural College at Davis the many problems confronting the
livestock owner., The visit to the Sierrs Forest included an inspeection of the
Northfork "compound,"™ a visit to the neerby sawmill and a trip to the recrcation
areas around Huntington leke. The high spot of this cday was the sumptuous lunch-
on-the-lawn given by the ladies of the Sierra, in which 53 people tock parte
From Fresno the party went to the Sequcia Fersst end enjoyed a steak=-
barbeque under the Bigtree of Balch Park; viewed the devestaticn of Bigtroes being
cut from nearb ' private lands for fence pcsts and grape stakes, in an area which
the State will soon buy for & State Parke Saturday tock the party through the
guayule fields and rubber plant at Bakersfield, then on to lt. Pincs in Los Padres
Forest; through the Antelope Valley to Palmdalo, and Big Pinos Park, with the nigh
spent in the mountains at Wrightwood on the Angelcses Sunday the Chief had a lock
ot the Cajon Pass fire which rombled 8 miles in two hours, and then spont tho re=
mainder of the dey viowing the endless stromms of cars and hordes of people who
come on a weck-end to the Crestlinc-Lake Arrcwhead scction of the San Bernardino
Forost, togother with the congosted public cemp grounds and "villeges" of summer
homes,e
The final deys of the trip were spent on the Angeles Forest with a tour of
flocd control projccts, a visit to lit, Wilson, Charlton Flats and Buckhornj an
auto trip through the industrial arcos and orange groves of Les /Angoles Countys
and a day's stay at Tanbark‘Flats in San Dinas Experimental Forcst lcarning of
- the many phases of research thore conducteds A barboque dinner in Los Angoles was
tendercd the party and Statc and county forcstry officials by 7. S. TNloscerans,
Chairmon of the Celifornis State Board of Forostrye.
The Chief stood the stronuous trip in good shape and left the Region with
a healthy ten and a stimulatcd appotite for boofsteakse

GIANT TREES A4S _MONULENTS TO WAR HELCES

A proposal by Forest Supervisor Joc Elliott to dedicete a Sequeia gigentea Bigbree

- Grove honoring the men of Tulare County who gave their lives in World War II, has
the unanimous backing of the Porterville Chamber of Commerco, which in cooperation
with the U, S. Forest Sor71ce has started a movement to brlng this worthy project
into rcclity.

i A placque, with names of thc Tularc Cﬂunty men whe dicd, will beaoccted and
placed among the living monuments as a reminder to visitors to remembor and honor
forover the herocs who so gallantly gave thoir lives in Torld Var II,

The proposed Wostorn Divide Highwey will traverss the grove to be seleeted
and will afford possible yecar=round travel to this, as wcll as many other Bigtrce
groves and places of scoenic beauty in the Scquoia National Forest. = Scquoia



LOST CHILD IS FOUND ON TRINITY

The Trinity recently had the most intensive "lost person" hunt in ysars,

On the afternoon of August 10 Kenneth Bowen, 33-month-old son of Mre and lirs.
Francis Bewen of Haywerd, wandered from a fisherman's cemp on the Esst Fork inko
an arece of dense undergrowth and heavy timber near the Trinity Alps countrye

The Sheriff's Office in Woaverwille and two nearbty sawmills were nctified,
The mills closed down and the search began and continued dey and night until the
afterncon of August 13, when the child was found in fair condition.

District Ranger Rupert Asplund, Fire Provention Officer John C. Hunt ond
CPS Superintendent Bliss Hoynes helved Sheriff's deputies organize and dircet the
searche

Field boadquarters was set up and operated in the manner of a fire camp.
Luriverjacks, ranchers, miners, the mounted posse from Shasta County, Trinity
County officials, fishermen and 30 members of the Minersville CPS Cemp were or=
ganized into crews under experienced leaders and systematically combed the area.
Fire Prevention Officer Burns from the Mendocino used the Regiocn's bloodhound,
Wanuary" in the search. Statc Lion Hunter Francis Keeler covered the East Fork
and other drainages with his dog to dispel fears that a mountain lion might have
ﬂttuckbﬂ the child,

Kenneth had wondered several miles but when finally found was only 1§-mllos
from ceznpe Medical examination discloscd that he had survived the whcle period
without water but, pressed by hungoer, he had eaten a quantity ef green 1uOVES. His
weight had decruascd from 35 to 20 poundse =Jochn C. Hunt, Trinitye

In a letter to the Regional Forestcr, Kenncth's father, after singling out
Forcst officers for special praisc, added, "We would like to teke this opportunity
to express cur gratitude to the U. S« Forest Scrvice for the efficient manner in
which they conducted the search for our three=year-old scn while he was lost in
the Trinity National Forest for threc days. We feel that if it had not been for
the scrvices which your organization rondered, our son would not have been founde
eeollc focl that the Forest Service is an organization which very few of us com=
pletely apprecicte until z catastrcphe such as ours strikes, and we owe it ccmstant
gratitude in the fact that we have our boy back with us."

CITY FATHER ON THE FIRE LINE

Eneos Kane, Mayor Laphan's "Public Service Assistant", was cnjoying a
vacetion a2t San Froncisco's Canp lMather in the Stanislaus National Forest on
fMugust 25, when Ranger Petersen ecrlled for wolunteers to help on the Tuclumne
District's Jackass Firee. Mr. Kene, long nccustomed to directing knotty municipal
affairs, took orders as a coamp flunky with a spirit that the Stonislaus is still
talking about. 2After the fire Mr. Kane romarked, "Thc way evoryone pitched in om
that firc and snuffed it out bofore we had anothor Bull Creek Firc on our hands
was a good example of the team play by which wo won the ware That's the seme
spirit thot made Arierica what we have today,"

GOVERNMENT ENPLOYEES' MUTULL PELIEF ASSOCIATICON
In its 39th annual report, the Govermment Employces' Mutual Relief issne
shows roceipts of $13,701.85 for the year ending Docember 31, 1944, Disburscments
for denth and medical care amountcd to $9,361.45; adninistrotive expenses totalled
$1,204.45. The:c wns a balance of $12,458424 cash in the troastury and the issn.
has $6,000 in intercst bearing securitics, This is a good rccérd. Forest officors
who do not belong to the fssociation should invostigato the protoction given in
- case of sickness, operation, or ascident at a cost of $12,00 yearlys
The Associatioa is conductod at cost by a limited group of+fovermment em-
ployces and membership is limited to male employoes. Tho principal features of
-the insurance are disability with resultant loss of time and medical expenso
benefits,- death bencfits being linited to $200, with an additional $100 if death
oceurs away from loecality dosignated as burial place,
o g -2




FAMOUS CLLIFORNIL RANCHO SOLD

Rancho San Fernando Rey, owned by Dwight Murphy, one-time Forest officor
on the o0ld Santa Barbara and current member of the Statec Horsc Recing Commission,
has been sold to Lewis We Wolch of Detroit, President of the Novi Equirment Co.,
who ovms the land adjoining San Furnando Rey in Los Padros National Forcste

.The 7,000 acre rancho loceted in Santa Ynez Velley, which includes a
palatial home’ and model farm buildings, was formerly a part of the greest Son
Marcos Ranchoe The Velch Red Gate Ranch includes 30,000 acrcs and is also a part
of the historic San larcos Rencho. Reports were circulsted that San Fernando
Rey wos bclng acquired as a Californie home for a grandson of Henry Ford but
Murphy said he had no knowledge of Ford's intorests

WATERSFED MANAGEMENT

is we come in contact with post-war plens in the Wost, most of us cro im=
prosscd with the stress being placoed on developmeont end utilization of watore
Every crossroads village scoms to have = plen for same project of water develop-
ment. Cities, counties, States, and regions 2ll havecambitious plens involving
use of water, with the zenith approached by the Foderal Govermment in a rccently
announced three=billion dollar reclemation plane

Such a strong accent on water scems to indicote thot, in the post-war
period, water ntilizotion in the semiarid West will bzcome more closely associated
with the generel welfarc than over beforoce Morzover, it indiecates that cveryone
responsible for any rhase of woter=yield or regulation will have new and added
responsibilities and obligations,

To the foresters of the West this situntion offers a perticulerly outstand=
ing and clear~-cut duty, namely thot of developing and implementing practices of
management which will insure optimum yiclds of usable water from forost londse In
the aggregate, about 225 million acres of the most productive watcr=-yiclding land
in the Vest are under forcst administrotion. JAbout 65 per cent of this land has
a major wetorshod=influence and ancther 25 per cont has a moderate influcnec. {8
& consequence the forcster is froced by serious obligations if his plans and actions
arc to fulfill the reeponsitilitics involvode = Jmeriean Geophysieal Union & R=3
Informntion,

AS_OTHERS SEE US :

"Don't Kill the Goose™ =~ Easy rcading and somevhat glibe Prescnts faniliar
argunents for a forost conscrvetion progran which the Forcst Service believes is
necessary for getting sound forest practices epplied teo a2l1l forcst landse Draws
the spotlight oway from the accepted nced of stompinr forest fircs and direets it
toward the dungcr of fromaturc cutting of young trsec

"Let's Talk About Lumbor Supplics" = This litcrnry effort by the Forcst
Sorvice would lead anyone to believe that Federal regulation wes the only cnswer

to the forostry probleme Educationsl methods are disc=rded as tco slow and the
Tree Farm program as too tiny to be of importonccs Fire provention and control
.are given no consideration., By organizing discussion groups through the nany
‘agencies of tho Depeartment of Agriculture and controlling the trend of thcught by
offering leading quostions to which they suhLust all the answors, it is the
apparent intont of the U. €. Forest Service t6 croate o nation=wide demand for
. the Fedcrel rogulation of rrivate tl,burlonas. - CONSER.VATION NETS DIGEST, Nat 1.
Lunbcr Mfg. Lssne ;

AT LONG  LAST -

The "ilson Grcek (Tlllirook) State fire in Orcgon has finally been con=
quered = by 2.25 inches of rain, ~fter burning over moro than 160,000 snag=
infested azeres, of the old burne State Foroster No S. Rogors snys "There will be no
more trouble = it may dry out lator, but it is so late in the scason that the
nenace is overe."

-3=



PEOPLE YOU KNOW

Sally Carrigher, San Francisco author of ™One Doy on Bectle Rock" will re=
coive the Commonwealth -Club's annual gold medal for the bost work of gencral |
litercture by a California author published in 1944. '

: * % %

Eunice Devine (R&L), Margaret Hull (Fa), Gilcs McHenry (E), and Howard
Ager (FA) hit the jack-pot when on August 8 they chose September 2 as VJ Day, and
will split the RO pool of $28.50.

* ¥ ¥
RO VTSITORS

Flavio Bazan and Ruben Cacercs, Peruvian forcstcrs, in the U.S. uncer
special intornational fellowship arrengements. Mre Bazan and Mre Caceres have
.been doing graduate work in foresiry at the Universities of Michigen and Calif=-
ornia, rcspectivelys. Thoy are roturning to Peru shortly to resume thoir work in
the cdevelopment of a strong forestry department for their homelande

* * %

Morrill Robocker (Lte Col ); R=l,em route Pacifice

* * *
STRAYED OR_DRIFTED:

P One Bernard Frank, who claims to be an expert in forost cconomics and in=-
fluences in tho Mashington Office of the Forest Sorvico. Then last scon was
dancing the polkn one ovening with Sally Reng (with her shocs off) et a Victory
party near Glendale, Californisz, Modium height, dark hoir, litho and limber,
pirouctte scars on both shins, Often caught doing the entrechat (leaping and
crossing feet in midair) in his pejames in the gray dawn. If located please put
this Jack=-in-a-box and notify his boss, Ede Munns in the We.

NEW SPECIES OF PINE

Pinus washoensis is tho neme given to a pine associated with Jeffrey pine
in the uller roaches of Galena Creek in Washoe County, Nevedas While similar to
Jeffreyi in mony respocts, its most cbvious difforence is the dininutive concse
Along with the dosceription in the fApril issue of "Madrono" by Herbert L. lason
of the University of California, and W. Palmer Stockwell of the Stotion, it is
stated that its final acceptance as a now spocics depends on furthor etudy,
chemical analyses, and breeding cxperiments. FPC - WL&RM,

LIKE YOUR WORK

I have noticed that those who have a leve for tho work they do are always
the best and most efficient workerse Robert Henri, famous /merican painter,
once snid to his class: “Like to do your work ns a dog likes to gnaw a bone and
go at it with equal intecrest and exclusion of eun@ythmng B1r.* L v - 1t
have nover known anyone who liked his work, and gave his all to it, who wasn't
happye. ”hen‘our interest is high, and our heerts warm in whet we do, we do well.
Ve have no time in which to werry or to complain. The onthusiastic worker in-
spires everyonc about hime. He lights up the morale of everyone within his areca,
e can never hepe to roach norfectlon = but wo ccn alwnys be on our wayi -

George Matthew Adcms,
* % *

The following note was left at Trhquitz Poak LO, San Bcrnardino, last
winturs ™Rangers = Scrry wo had to break in but we wero hungry and cold and wet
and the window was cracked znyway so we figured it would be all right." ...
Commented the Ranger, "It is all right = just have to pack a 4-foot pieco™of plhte
glass 6 milesiil" ;

* % *

Even throc of a kind can f£2il to win = ask Italy, Cormany and Jakano

>
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PRESS CLIPPINGS, FOREST SERVICE, U,S.D. .A.

FLORIDA TIMES UNION 1-25-44
Forest Farming Offers New

Opportunity for Seuthland

Develdpments in the Southland during the last
three decades have lnipresse’d thoughtful eitizens
‘Wwith the mncreasing: 1mportance of the region’s for-
‘sts. and the inmaslnz [danger u:aam most-vital
regource might be- aerlnua!y depieted. The fact

,ﬂlat a large share of the South's. revenués *have
for a long time-been derived from the forests is

ing t r becasipned by war and earlier by
growhig induostrial demands ‘are mot so gens
erally | known and undersicod. Where the sit-
“iuﬁﬁ! bal been comprehended, however,
ihare has been 2 considerablé tendemcy to
,"ﬂew with alarm” and to give strong backing
'h efforts at conservation, and careful han.
Rling of forests and lands whereupon forests
might be developed.

Within the last few years the business of refor
estation has been brought into the limelight in
many parts of the South., Thousands of acres haye
been planted to young trees, and in many sections
of Florida, and the other States, the vistas of neatly
képt trees present -an attractive and promising
Ppicture.

Lyle F. Watts, chi¢f of the United States Forest
Semce, attending -the Southern Forestry Confer-

in Atlanta last week, brought emphasis o

upon 'tree-management, and the most recently
deireloped possibilities which “forest farming” holds
for the Southern landowner,

In fact, said Mr. Watts: “Forest farming 'may be
the economic solution for millons of Southern acres.
which are now more of a liability than an asset
» » . We are all convinced that forestry can play
a v1tal part in the diversified agriculture to which
the South iy turning, and I hope that you believe
as firmly as I do that the welfare of the people
of the South and the conservation of forests are
dnterdependent. . . . The Nation is counting on the
South for a farsighted forestry program. It is de-
peniding on the united effort of landowners, timber
operators, manufacturers, conservation agencies and
the public.”

The growing possibilities for farmers—that is the
average farmers whose principal activities center
upon production of food crops and livestock—to
supplement their income through a regular “forest
harvest” ,have been too well demonstrated to ‘be
considered any longer as doubtful.

The desirability of maintaining a certain
portion of woodlands in connection with the
farm has long been recogr';cd. Modern traus-
portation facilities and modern manufactur-
ing facilities, however, now make it more
practicable than ever before for the owner
of such' relatively small forest acreages to de-
serve “year by year” ravenune through the sals
of “selectively cut” trees or through the mar.

o
itie

keung of wood and mnaval stores product
Properly arranged, such forest acreage wi
provide both- work and revenue for relativel
“slack” seasons on the farm,

What Mr. Watts says relative to the possibil
for utilization of otherwise unused lands is also
portant, There can be no doubt that continued
roads upon the Nation’s timber-resources mus
replaced by conservation and by replanting.
faect that the South has large areas available
planting should spur the efforts of landowners
the general public to msu.re the continued and
creasing utilization “of acreage for develnpmem

well k_nomm. 2ew forest growth, _
. Xhe Inéreasing drain uponr stocks of stand- - = -



1E MONYE FARMS, DINGLE HILL, AREWA, N. Y. JULY 17, 1946

Forest Service
U, 8. lgrioulturo n.ﬁo

‘M’ D. C.
Gentlemen:

last Sunday the writer listened to & very interesting
program over NBC regarding the lumber situation and the ples by
your representatives for additional sources of supply and their
several offers.

Ve have quite a lot of standing timber on our farm and
the side of a mountain which ws omm, also down in two oreek
vines that are very deep. There is & number of species of wood
these trees but I believe that hemlook predominates. We have
to dispose of this timber but only ome local miller has so
made us an offer of $15.00 per thousand feet, all around,
from 14" at the base up but he wants two years to out and
outs In view of the faot that rough lumber at the mill is
high we do not think we are getting offers that are at the
right price and we would like to have your advice in the matter.

Thanking you for a prompt rejly and if possible we would
1iks to have one of your repressntatives call on us as there is
quite a lot of timber for sale in these parts if farmers are givem
the right price. Thanks.

grgeas

a1

Cordially yours,

(s) Hyatt Leniome (sp?)
Manager



ms. h.
July 14, 1946

P
7

e
| ;rlq Watts ar W, W, Chapel

paskten, Bl

,fodly I heard yan broadoast about cutting timber for lumber and in

/ soms places 1 thought you had people that help select trees and sell
” the lumber., Is there any charges for this help. If so how much and
is there mjlround here that does that?

I have about 100 acres of timber which has some large maple, cottonwood,
oak, elm, wlnmut and some hickory which are not so large. About what
price would this lumber or trees bring? I heard that cottonwood was
selling at 39"% per hundred.

A man from mn who hais more than cne sawmill offered me $1.00 per
hundred for trees. As high and scarce as lumber is I thought if it would
not bring more than t it could just stay in the timber. Some of
his men out o7é of my walnut trees which I had not sold to anyone and
he only offered me $7.50 for tree. The tree was large emough that it
had been cut in three lengths. I did not sell it to him, Thank you
for any information you can give me. I live 6 miles northwest of
Baring, and Baring is on the Santa Fe.

Yours truly,

A B Sass
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1E MONYE FARMS, DINGLE HILL, ARENA, N. Y., JULY 17, 1946

Forest Service
Us Sa Agriculture Lepte
Washington, Ds Ce

Gentlemen:

Last Sunday the writer listened to a wvery interesting
program over NBC regarding the lumber situation and “the plea
by your representatives for additional sources of supply and
their several offerse

We have quite a lot of standing timber on our farm and
on the side of & mountain whichwe own, elso down in two creek
ravines that are very deepe There is & number of species of
wood in these trees but I belisve that hemlock predominates,
We have tried to dispose of this timber but only one local
miller has so far made us an cfer of $15.00 per thousand
feet, all around, trees from I4" at the base up but he wants
two years to cut and take out, In view of the fact that rough
lumber at the mill is so high we do not think we are getting
offers that are at the right price and we would like to have your
advice in the matters

Thanking you for a prompt reply and if possible we would
like to have one of your representatives call on us as there is
quite a lot of timber for sale in these parts if farmers are
given the right price., Thanks,

Cordially yours,

/s/ Hyatt Lenione
Manager



: 2 Bay Boulevard
East Pensacola Heights
Pensacola, Fla.

July 15, 1946

Supt. of Gove Forests:

I heard a broadcast over NBC yesterday (Sunday) about one o'oclock P.M,
that was wonderful! It was about how to out and save timbet, and

have ?timber-orops.”

I have an interest (childs part) in a small body (209 acres).

Very fine timber, and will appreciate it wery muck if you will

write me or send information as to how large the trees should be,
before cutting them and how to protect all the yourg timber umtil

it is large enough to bring the best price (largest amount of timber,
and how 1s the best way to out wagon roads so as not to destroy

so much timber and make bad places in the land?

I am very much interested in the Forest of "my Country” and very
much interested in this old family homestead and will appreciate
any information that you may send in regard to the forest.

Several pecple have been wanting to buy the timber, and I don't want
to sell until I find out the right way to save all young trees.

Many thanks in advance for the information.

Very Respt.

/s/ Mrs. H, Russell
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R-IW, PUBLICATIONS, Ceneral, Yearbook of Agriculture, 1949

Reference is made to lr, Wabtts! letter to Senator Thye regardingz letter of
Frederick Weyerhasuser.

The nature of the statement by Mr. Weyerhaeuser lzads one to speculate as to
its underlying real purpose in view of the fact that the attackers (Weyerhaeuser
and others) are themselves attempting to practice good forestry on their own
lands, better than thelr neighbors and better than would be demanded by pro-
posals for forest regulation. There seems to be only cne logical answer; as
virgin timber becomes more scarce and annual preduction from young growth fails
to meet the demand, they can reap a more handsome profit on what virgin timber
they have left and on the young timber they are growing, To the extent that
other forest lands can be left wmproductive; can those practicing good for-
estry demand a premium price for their product when the condition of scarcity
becomes acute., The tax payer and timber buyer will pay the excessive cost, and
the timber producer will reap the excessive profit. Right now the consumer is
paying an excessively high price for very poor quality lumber when compared
with the price of other goods.

The liquidating operateor will go alonz with those who claim that all is well
because it permits him to continue his destructive practice and realize all
possible gain right now.

There was a previous attempt, different in nature bubt similar in effect, to
keep timber profits high by discouraging good forest practice.

In the twenties lir. Granger and others will well remember a season—-long
,Speaking tour by Dr. C. A, Schenck, the purpose of which was to discouraze
_private forestry in the United States. It developed that his trip was financed

by Cerman bankers who held timber bonds. As the supply of American virgin
timber decreased and the land went out of forest production, the income from
these Cerman timber bonds gradually rose, and they sought to maintain the up-
ward trend by discouraging the practice of foresiry in America. When Schenck
married a rich widow and no longer fell the need for money, he came back to

America and apologized for his previous trip.

The desire for future personal gain at the expense of socisty and the national
welfare is the only apparent motive behind these attacks on better forest prac-
tice when made by outfits who themselves are sitriving for better forest practice
on their own lands. It would help a great deal if the tax payer and the general
public could be made aware of these conditions.

It seems 2 blt strange that VWeysrhacuser would guestion the integrity of the
Porest Service when they themselves are our best customers., Seldom a week
passes that one of their men does not call at the Station or write in for data,
information, or guidance of some sort in their work.

QLM L
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UNITED STATES DEPARTHENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON
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Yearbook of Agriculture, 1949 November 16, 1949

Hon, Edward J, Thye
United States Senate

Dear Senator Thye:

I am grateful for your letter of QOctober 3, giving me an opportunity to respond
to the criticisms Mr, F, Ko Weye ser has made of certain information con—
tained in "Trees'", the 1949 Yearbook of the Department, Mr, Weyerhasuser uses
this occasion for a belated attack on the Forest Service'!s 1945 Reappraisal

of the forest situation in the United States, I suspect there is some cor—
relation between this attack and the introduction of Senator Andersonts forest
practice bill (S. 1820),

I am enclosing a copy of our reappraisal report, the summary and conclusions of
which will be found on pages 1 to 12, This reappraisal made use of the large
amount of information available from the Forest Survey and other activities of
the Forest Service, and from other agencies, Such information was brought up
to date; checked, and supplemented. Much new resource information also was
obtained to assure an authoritative summary of the quantity, quality, distribu—
tion, growth, and drain of the timber resources in the United States proper,
Especially important new information on the character of forest practices by
ownership classes was obtained by a field survey,

The report shows that saw-timber drain exceeds saw—timber growth about 50 percent,
As a result the Nation's saw—timber supply is still declining and, of equal sig—
nificance, its quality is deteriorating. This is the central fact in our forest
situation, It cannot be brushed aside by labeling it "scare propaganda", The
Jjob ahgad is to correct that situation. As the Secretary's Foreword says, "the
genius of American democracy can yet restore our forests ,,, redeem our water—
sheds 44."

Mr, Weyerhaeuser refers to open challenge of the basic facts of'saw-timber growth
and drain, I do not know what he has in mind, but in 1943-46 the American For— °
estry Association made an appraisal of the Nation'!s forest resources, and accepted
with minor adjustment the Forest Service estimates of growth and drain, Following
3 days of open discussion at the American Forest Congress in October 1946, the
Association submitted to its membership a 30-point forestry program, to which was
attached a resume of the forest situation with a statement that "the basic find-
ings of the two agencies are in substantial accord", Since that time it is true
the National Lumber Manufacturers Association has differed from us in the in-
terpretation of these findings,

(Over)
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Mir, Weyerhaeuser now cites recent findings of our Forest Survey in Illinois to
discredit the reappraisal estimates, Illinois was one 6f the States for which

no systematic survey of forest resources was available at the time our reappraisal
2stimates were compiled. Field work by the American Forestry Association reveal-
ing the inadequacy of our estimates came too late to incorporate in our reappraisal,
fhe discrepancy was known when the Association said their findings for the country
as a whole were substantially in accord with ours, The error in estimate of saw-
timber stand for Illinois is less than 1/2 of one percent of the national total,
I'he situation in Illinois is not typical. For the major timber-producing regions
we had data from the Forest Survey, We are anxious to refine and improve our
estimates as rapidly as more reliable data become available, But there is no like-
lihood that such findings will materially alter the basic facts of the Natlonuwide
situation,

The statements from page 276, quoted by Mr, Weyerhaeuser, referred spec1fcalLy to
sammill installations in excess of the sustained—yield capacity of the:land in
recently developed sections of southwestern Oregon, I do not believe Mr, Weyer—
haeuser can produce facts to disprove those cited on the page from which he guotes,

Mr, Weyerhaeuser says forest industry believes 50 billion board feet annually will
meet the Nationts requirements, and that a goal of 72 billion board feet is too
high. On the basis of its Reappraisal studies, the Forest Service believes that a
long-range goal of from 18 to 20 billion cubic feet annually, including 65 to 72
billion board feet, is reasonable, Over the long-term future this visualizes an
expanding hIgh—level economy and a growing population., It estimates potential
domestic requirements for forest products based upon the ready avallabllity of
forest products at reasonable prices, In addition, it allows a margin for the in-
evitable losses from fire and forest pests, for exports, new uses and national
security, Precisely what figure within this range is selected doesn't change the
" fact that it will take decades of good forestry, going much beyond what has been
accomplished in the past, to achieve it,

Some students of the situation may think the goal should be to bring our commercial
forest lands into full productivity, This would mean a still higher figure, and
would require a longer time for achievement, Others, like Mr, Weyerhaeuser, may
prefer a lower figure, such as 50 billion board feet, We might point out, however,
that saw-timber drain in 1944 was 54 billion board feet, and that it has averaged
higher than that in subsequent years, So Mr, Weyerhaeuserts goal of annual growth
would appear to mean a permanent shrinkage of our forest economy., We do not think
that desirable or necessary, We think an economy of abundance will be better for
the Nation than one of scarcity, and we think the forest industries can share in
that abundancee

I think there is some misunderstanding about the statement attributed to me to the
effect that saw—timber would be exhausted in 30 years as things are going now, At
any rate, to discuss how long our saw—timber will last is not the main point, In
terms of growing forests, the essential thing is the adequacy of the productive
growing stock, i.e., the timber capital required to yield the needed crop year
after year, The reappraisal showed present saw-timber stand in the East tc be
little more than half what is believed necessary to sustain desirable growth goals,
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Even in the Douglas~fir region of Oregon and Washington it appears that 20 years
more as things were going in 1944 would carry the saw-timber volume below the
amount of growing stock needed to sustain the growth goal., This is not an en-
couraging picture: at best it will take decades of good forestry generally ap-
plied to bring annual saw-timber growth to the desirable level,

I have covered the basic issues in Mr, Weyerhaeuser's letter, but I feel constrain-
ed to comment on some of the incidental details and questions of credit with which
he is so much concerned,

Mr. Weyerhaeuser feels that the Yearbook slighted industry's progress in forestry.
In addition to a section of 5 chapters and 44 pages on "Company Forests"; in
which many ipdustrial forestry programs were mentioned by name, a chapter on
"Industrial Forestry .Associations" was prepared by Chapin-Collins, formerly
Director of American Forest Products Industries, Inc.,.in whose '"newspaper office
ces bthe Tree Farm idea was bern and became a reality with the dedication of the
nearby Clemons Tree Farm owned by the Weyerhaesuser Lumber Co." (p. 675). If the
Tree Farm program was "treated with criminal brevity'", I can only say all the copy
supplied by Mr, Collins was used, The "Keep Green" and "More Trees!" programs -are
not only treated by Mr, Collins but are mentioned on p, 661 in the chapber on
"Teachens and Conservation', z

Similarly, in charging that State efforts have not been recognized, Mr,Weyer—
haeuser overlooks a chapter on "State Forests', prepared by Stanley Fontanna,
Deputy Director of the Michigan Department of Gonservatlon and President of the
Association of State Foresters, The chapter on "Cash Crops from Small Forests"
discusses the assistance rendered by State foresters and extension foresters to
forest landowners (pp. 174-175)s 'he question of forest taxation is discussed
in the chapter on "Large Private Holdings in the North" (pp. 269-270).

Mr, Weyerhaeuser charges that our estimate of only 1% of the privately owned com—
mercial forest land under "high-order" forestry is ridiculous, The specifica-
tions which we set up for "high-order" cutting practices call for an intensity of
forestry that will involve cultural practices, such as planting, thinning, control
of grazing, and timber—stand improvement, wherever needed, as well as the best
types of harvest cutting to achieve and sustain the full productive capacity of
the land, Such an intensity of forestry has not been economically feasible as a
general rule in the past, We do nol believe the liestern Pine Association data
which Mr, Weyerhaeuser cites to support his charge took any cognizance of such
"high—order" forestry, The text on page 277, to which Mr, Weyerhaeuser refers,
says, "Under the rating system used, the 39 percent of operating area (in the
Wlest) rated at least fair was a measure of definite accomplishment, It indicated
that much of the area received forestry treatment about as intensive as was practi-
cal, considering current economic feasibility."

Mr, Weyerhaeuser challenges our estimate that 2000 farm foresters are needed,

His calculation is based on the erroneous assumption that the 650 counties now
included in farm forest menagement projects are being adequately served. Ex~
perience with this highly successful form of assistance shows that a project for-
ester can help about 100 woodland owners a year, Even if only one-half of the

4 million small owners in the country were in need of assistance, and even if
these were helped on the average only once in ten years, it would take 2000 for-
esters to do the jobs
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This number of forestérs to serve the 261 million acres of small forest holdings
does not seem large when we note that most of the 2500 foresters now in private
employment are working for the lumber and pulp industries which together control -
only 51 million acres of land, only about half of which is as yet afforded any
management, I appreciate, however, that it is probably difficult for Mr, Weyer-
haeuser and perhaps other large forest owners to fully realize the vital part
that owners of small forest properties must have in building and keeping a really
adequate forest resource, ;

In referring to the area in need of planting, Mr, Weyerhaeuser confuses figures

on the acreage of poorly stocked and denuded forest land, of submarginal farm

land that should be converted to forest, and of a suggested goal for forest plant—
ing in a certain number of years, Since Mr.Weyerhaeuser questions Forest Service
data, I might refer to findings of the American Forestry Association,

When recommending the planting of "not less than 20 million aeres in the next

12 years", it stated, "There are approximately 73 million acres of poorly stocked
and deforested areas, and 20 million acres more or less marginal farm landsfwhere
planting for soil conservation and wood production is needed ... Planting on the
scale recommended will create new .wealth for the Nation and hasten the '‘balancing
of the forest budget," If planting Ycreates new wealth" it would be folly to
env1sage no further planting after 12 years, The Natural Resources Planning
Board in 1942 suggested a 32-million acre planting program to cover most urgent
needs in 25 years, Our own recommendation to the 8lst Congress has been for a
program of cooperation with the States sufficient to plant 1 million acres of
State and private forest land a year in addition to a l5~year plan to plant 4
million acres on the National Forests,

Mr. Weyerhaeuser closes on the theme, "The Forest outlook is encouraging, not
alarmlng", with the clear implication that the situation is well in hand, that
there is no need for larger Federal appropriations or additional public actlon,
and that the future will take care of itself,

Yes, the situation is encouraging if we can be content in the knowledge that, as
a Nation, we are doing considerably better in forestry than a previous generation,
without considering whether that is good enough, But the situation is alarming
when we realize that all that we have done thus far has not reversed the trend of
forest depletion and deterioration,

The outlonk may be encouraging when viewed from the position of a large timber
owner with a good forestry program of his own., But it may well be alarming to
the consumer who sees lumber prices 3 times higher than they were before the war
and twice as high as all other building materials, and who somehew can't shake
himself loose from the old-fashioned idea that such a state of affairs stems from
scarcity, not abundance,

To me a serious aspect of Iir, Weyerhaeuser's letter is his closing challenge of
what amounts to the sincerity and motives of the Forest Service, At another point
he implies a question as to the professional competence of the many field men who
participated in the Forest Service Reappraisal Project. Perhaps all I need to say
in answer is that those who know the personnel of the Forest Service best generally
find quite the opposite to be true,

il
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LYLE F. WATTS

Forest Service career officer

Sixth Chief Forester, 1943-52
Expanded wartime activities ended.
Planned effort to shift administration of
National Forests from custodial to managed-
property basis began.
Federal-state cooperation in forest manage-
ment and protection was greatly expanded
through various acts and amendments.

Timber Resource Review began.



LYLE F. WATTS 1943-1952

Lyle F. Watts, a career Forest Service officer, became Chief in
January 1943, The first two years of his administration were devoted
largely to the support of the effort to produce critically needed forest
products for the war and for essential civilian uses. He later became
chairman of the advisory committee on forestry for the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, and he helped organize the Forestry
Division of the FAO.

Among notable achievements and legislation enacted during Mr. Watts'
years as Chief:

--In 1944, the Sustained-Yield Forest Management Act pro-
vided for federal-private sustained-yield units under which
federal stumpage could be sold to responsible purchasers
without competitive bidding, in order to support communities
and industries dependent on the federal forest resource.

-=In 1950, the Cooperative Forest Management Act expanded and
replaced the earlier Norris-Doxey Act to provide cooperation
between the Department of Agriculture and the states in
supplying technical services to private land owners.

-=In 1947, the Forest Pest Control Act established the policy
that the Government had responsibility to protect all
forest lands, regardless of ownership, from destructive
insects and diseases.

-=-In 1952, the Timber Resource Review was started.

Chief Watts retired in June, 1952.



ichard E, McArdle

Lyle F, Watts

See Press Release R6-N14 of June-1952
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honors from Utah State Agricultural College. At the annual commencement
exercises Monday, May 25, Lyle received the hood of honorary Doctor of Science
for "distinguished and effective leadership in advancing the conservation of
forests in the United States and internmationally."

Dean Lewis M. Turner of the U.S.A.C. School of Forestry, who presented Lyle
to the President of the Board of Regents, said:

Mr. President: I have the honor to present Lyle F. Watts, retired Chief of
the United States Forest Service. As a public servant Mr. Watts has devoted
his life to the conservation of our heritage of forests, streams, and scenic
grandeur, a service for which he was recently granted the distinguished

service award of the United States Department of Agriculture 'for distinguished
and effective leadership in advancing the conservation 6f forests in the United
States and internationally.!

“Because of him, the groves, 'God's first temples', offer a greener sanctuary.
Because of him the wild denizens of forest, mountain, stream and lake are more
abundant and more secure. Because of him our watersheds better conserve and
store winter snows and summer rains.

“For all these contributions to the nation's wealth, health and scenic beauty,
and for his service in organizing the Utah State School of Forestry, I take
pleasure in recommending on: behalf of the Faculty and the Board of Trustees
that he be granted the degree of Doctor of Science.”

Lyle began his Forest Service career in the Intermountain Region and took a
year out from government service to organize and head the School of Forestry
at the Utah State Agricultural College.

After his ''graduation Lyle took time out from the weightier matters of his
trip to the Region to visit the Regional office. He left with us the follow-
ing thoughts:

#I foresee an emphasis on the evaluation of the protection forests, with

much greater attention to the details of timbering and other uses, particularly
on municipal watershed lands. This will call for a broadened research program,
with an ever-widening scope of management to cover these vital forest areas,
with more intensive forest practices than ever before.*

Alert and keen-minded as ever, and right up to date on national affairs, Lyle
is still vitally interested in conservation. He is now Oregon secretary of
the Izaak Walton League and is making his influence felt throughout the
northwest.

We take this means of extending congratulations and best wishes for continued
outstanding leadership and success in forest conservation in America.



THE ASHLEY REPORTS - A
The National Forest boundary realignment between the Wasatch, Uinta and

Ashley Forests, effective April 1, 1953, added most of the Granddaddy Lakes
district of the Wasatch and the Duchesne district of the Uinta to the Ashley
National Forest. The Granddaddy Lakes district was divided between Ranger
Palm of Altonah and Ranger Bishop of Duchesne. Ranger Bishop, his wife and
family are new and welcome members to the Ashley group.

The Fort Bridger district of the Ashley, along with its administrator, Ranger
Robert Hoag, is now part of the Wasatch National Forest.

Contractor John See of Ogden, Utah is building a modern Ranger Station dwell-
ing in Vernal, Utah. Plans call for the structure to be complete and occupied
by Ranger Glen A. Lambert by August 1 of this year.

During the past winter the Ashley completed construction of a six-car garage,
sign shop, seed room, and storeroom on its newly acquired warehouse lot in
east Vernal. The acre-lot has also been fenced during the past year. Two
portable CCC buildings were utilized in constructing the improvements on the
area.

C&M Supervisor Ward Evans and his crew constructed a bridge over Farm Creek
early this spring. The road crew is now occupied on road maintenance work.

Ranger Glen A. Lambert is completing a 1200-acre reseeding project on Diamond
Mountain this spring.

In April this year, Chief licArdle honored Ranger Lambert with a Certificate of
Merit Award for his leadership in the Safety Program on the Ashley National
Forest.

Louise Fay Hirsch is currently directing activities on the Manila district.
The young lady made her appearance on the forest January 27, 1953 as the first
child for Ruth and Ernie.

Administrative Assistant Olpin Spent the first week.of June in the R.0. on
JLA detail.

Howard J. Makela, Assistant Ranger, is serving a 70-day detail to R-1 on
insect control work.

The Ashley and Wasatch will have two Trail Riders of the Wilderness Area
groups this summer. The first trip is scheduled for July 25, the second for

August 1.

Although winter on the Ashley was comparatively light, a cool spring has held
the snow pa% in place, insuring an ample supply of irrigation water for the
season.

KEEP IDAHO GREEN
According to Dale Nelson, an Associated Press writer, a new idea to KEEP IDAHO

GREEN has popped up. It was the ‘'brainchild® of Emmett, Idaho sheep rancher
Robert Naylor. After observing that log-hauling tractors left natural seed beds,
Naylor thought - why not put seed hoppers on these tractors so they could reseed
an area while logging it? The vibrations of the machines could shake the seeds
into the tracks. Naylor is the present chairman of the KEEP IDAHO GREEN com-
mittee which was formed seven years ago. Operating now on an $8000 annual
budget, they're going ‘'great guns'., Our collective Forest Service hat is off to
this fine movement, dedicated to fire prevention, natural resource conservation
and land restoration.
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Waits Says Forest Roads
Needed to Reach Timber

“Investment” of $25,000,000
annually for four years in ac-
cess roads as proposed by the
U. S. forest service appears un-
likely at present, though some
increase in road funds is expect-
ed of congress, Chief Forester
Lyle F. Watts commented here
Friday.

“The Pacific Northwest needs

main stem roads more than any |{

other area,” stated Watts, who
was regional forester here for
three years until 1943.

“We'll get some increase over
the past year’s $10,000,000 for
| roads, but it should be known
that $8,000,000 of it goes for
maintaining roads we already
have,” he said.

Half of the lumber cut on na- | &

tional forests is from Oregon,
Washington and northern Cali-
fornia, he pointed out. But four
forests in northern California
have hardly been touched, be-
cguse of the lack of roads.

t Increaze Possible

“We cut about 4,700,000,000

ard feet of timber now from
all our forests, but if we could
reach into the back country this
could be raised to around 6,500,-
000,000 feet,” he said.

The forest service chief laud-
ed the eco-operative sustained
yield program as the most im-
portant legislation in forestry
since he went to Washington,
D. C,, from here nine years ago.

“But the present market pic-
ture with its high timber prices
and stiff competition makes
these units harder to work out,”
he said. “When conditions level
off more progress can be made.”

The forest service has estab-
lished thus far five so-called
federal units, including ones for
Grays Harbor, Washington, and
Lake county, Oregon, which re-
serve certain stands for local in-
dustry. Only co-operative tim-
ber unit is with the Simpson.
Lumber company, out of Sitel-
ton, Wash.

LYLE F. WATTS
Chief forester for bigger cut

Watts was spending only a
day here, as he will devote most
of this season’s field trip to
southern California, Arizona
and New Mexico, where the
worst fires have been occurring.

“We spend more per acre on
fire protection in southern Cali-
fornia than anywhere else,” he
stated. “Thousands of acres of
what we call elfin forests nhave
been burned. You call it brush
land, but it’s important for its
watershed and range values,”

The visiting agency head re-
newed acquaintance with nu-
merous former aides and with
the new regional forester here,
T. Herbert Stone, who served
under Watts when he was chief
of the Milwaukee, Wis., region.
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United States

had “a hankering for'” after he retired from
the White House.

The millions who invade the National
Forests this summer will quickly see the
problems of their hdst, the boss forest ranger
of the U.S.A. Desolate acres of cut-over
stumps in the near-by foothills will tell them
the gravity of these problems. Charred rem-
nants of magnificent groves will emphasize the
peril that confronts Watts' domain whenever
lightning forks from the sky or a camper is
careless with a match.

Conservation — or Trouble
“To BUILD homes for veterans and for other
domestic uses,” says Watts, ‘“‘we’ll need about
fourteen billion cubic teet of lumber eaci
year. Fire and insects and disease destroy
two billion feet annually. Yet we have a
growth of onl¥ eleven billion feet. This means
our forests are being depleted at the rate of
ﬁve bﬂhon cubic feet every twelve months.

-~ =M Aunn intn the lane of our

the population, Watts contends that a six-
point program ought to be adopted. This is it:

1. Forests must be selectively logged, so
that only certain trees are felled.

2. Sufficient trees must be spared in order
that the land will surely be re-seeded.

3. Forest-fire protection must be more
vigilant and intensive.

4. Young timber must not be cut.

5. Logging methods which drag chains and
cables against uncut trees must be prevented.

6. The American people must be conserva-
tion conscious and aware of the importance
of safeguarding our great natural resources.
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’em "peared very tough,”” the old-
timer recalls. )

But as Mark Twain discovered
in the Nevada gold fields, the most
resourceful men often resemble
clerks or bookkeepers. Wainwright
went on to lead the heroic resist-
ance on Bataan and Corregidor
—and Watts has developed his
own brand of toughness in the
Forest Service.

Once after jogging across the
high ranges for many weeks, Watts
recommended that cattle grazing
be curtailed to save grass in the
National Forests.

Angry ranchers met to protest.
The slender man with glasses
seemed an easy object to over-
come., He sat huddled inconspicu-
ously in a corner, Finally, a tower-
ing rancher thrust a chin within an
inch of Watts' face. “What do you
know about the range anyhow,
mister?”’ he inquired.

He Silenced Them

Warrs rose and looked at the
map of the Northern Rockies. He
began pointing to lonely passes
and remote uplands. “Ever been
up through those steep draws m
the divide?"" he asked.

The cattleman reluctantly shook
his head.

“Well, I have,” continued Watts.
“The soil is eroding because the
grass is gone. Cattle — your cattle,
by the way — have chewed off all
the forage. Maybe you’d better
hit the saddle a little before
you ask people what they know
about the range.”

The assembled ranchers said no
more, and Watts’ recommenda-
tions went through.

The job held by Lyle Watts is
unique in American life. ‘““The
Chief Forester of the United
States,” says Representative Mike
Mansfield of Montana, a former
forest lookout himself, “is the
trustee of the most precious natu-
ral resources belonging to the
American people.”

Summer Inspection
‘WHEN sultry heat begins to cook
‘Washington’s parks and sidewalks,
Watts stuffs his forest-green shirt
and breeches into an 6ld suitcase
and boards a train headed west.
And the word spreads through the
woods by “‘moccasin telegraph”
that the Chief Forester has ar-
rived. Rangers jog down out of the
solitudes to report on timber con-
ditions, range prospects and the
feed available for wildlife.

Back in Washington his office is
blanketed with color photographs
of places where he grew up in the
woods corps—the weathered bunch
grass of the Idaho National Forest,
a pine slope selectively logged in
Oregon, white-faced steers grazing
below a cliff in Montana.

Lyle Watts- waves toward the
pictures and his thin face creases
in a friendly smile, “‘Sorta makes
you feel good all over,” he con-
fesses, “‘to know your country
trusts you with all of this. And
the thing that keeps you on youw
toes is — will the next generatior

thmk you've done all right bj
The Enc



f ‘t\ ! _ LYLE F. WATTS

& . AL .y -v “ c
24 INEORMATI f‘l FQOR THE 2REGSS
i mnﬂmu ST R L mu|u|m|n1n||lmursm:mu|uu|nnnmmnunmmm|uumun|urm|mull|mmﬂlmllmmllnmlulllllr"“""5“"“"'““
nited Stateu Department 'of Agriculture . . -
Releasp -~ Immediate ~ ~ ~ 7 co i Yagk 1r:ton, D, O.. anuary g . 1943
il U TR £ o Sl -y .—-‘
Ty v L Lyle By Watbs Named, ..o . .of .
By ,-J\P b = Forest Service Chief 1 Kerdied 19"}
flh o B SR SR I i e i"F{JhL.b npimémfﬂ'iié

seEgeS a

Secretary of Agricultu;é ﬁickard todéylénﬁ;ﬁﬁted'thé'éﬁﬁaiﬁtﬁent of

Lyle F. Watts, former Regional Forestar from Portland Oregon, and in recént
- months.an assistant to the Secretary, as Ghief of the Forest Service.

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the déath of T. A. Silcox,
who was Chief of t?e,?o:est S?ryice from 1933 to 1539, Earle H, Clapn has o
been in,pharge as Acting p@;ef. : “ ; | e -

Mr, Watts was .boran in Getro Gordt Gtﬁtt&,:ioﬁa;Jiﬁ 1896. ﬁé fedeiv@d'
the Bachelor of Science in, Forestr de*ree at the Iowa St gtg?Coileée in 1913;
was granted the professional degree of Master of ForcstrJ in 1928 He
entered the Forest ngyice July 1, 1013, as technical assistant on the* *-

. el S e S e ‘
Wyoming National Forcst . -

Mr, Watts has had broad training for the assi&nmcnt as Chief of the -
Forest Service, His experience includeu servicc in all phascs of the ~
administrative branch of tno Forest Service, ‘from tnat of fire fuard to
Regional Forcster in two Regions' soveral veu”s in tne rcsearch “branch, in-

cluding four years as Director of the lorthern Rocky Mountain Forest and

e

e

Rango Experiment Station; and two years in the Tield of forcstry education
during which time he organized the School of Forestry at the Utah Agri-
cultural College, Mr, Watts! work in the Forest Scrvice has been in four of
the nine National Forest rogions, Kis early work was in the Intermountain

Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utoh, His rescarch expecrience “as in

6052 ‘ 130843
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the Northern Rocky Mountain region with headquarters at Misgeula, Mentana. In
1936 hc was api:;)in‘ted‘ Rogional Forester for the North Central Reglon, which
includes the National Forests of Illinéis, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin, In 1939 he was transforred to the post of
Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, with headquarters at
Portland, Oregon,

For the past two years Mr, Watts has been Chairman of the Department
of Agriculturc committee dealing with posi—war planning for the Pacifiec
Northwest, '

Because of his wide expericnce in employiné, organizing,,and.dealing
with skilled and unskilled workers, and his wide contacts -with livestock men,
construction outfits and the fublic, he was broughﬁ to Washington last fall
to assist the Sccretary in the activities of the Department reclated to farm
laber.

Socrotary Wickard said, "Mr, W,tts! broad cxpericnce and understanding
of the country's nced for protecting and maintaining the productivity of
our forest land will be of particular value in wartime, He has o sound grasp
of a program designed to meet the requircments of this emergency as well as
the long range needs of the na;ion in cdnsorving and developing its forest

lands,®

e
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Lyle F. Watts Named New Chief
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Secretary of Agriculture Wickard today announced the appdlntment of Lyle F.
Watts, former Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, and in recent months
an 3551stant to the Secretary, as Chlef of the Forest Service.

His appointment fills the vacancy caused by the death of F. A, Silcox, who
was Chief of the Forest Service frem-1933 to 1939.. Zarle H. Clapp has been

~in charge as Acting Chief since lr. Silcox's death.

Mr. Watts was born in Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890, He received the
Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree at the Iowa State College in 1913
was granted the professional degree of Master of Forestry in 1928. He
entered the Forest Service July 1, 1913, as technical assistant on the
Wyoming National Forest.

Mr. Watts has had broad training for the assignment as Chief of the Foreséﬁthi
Service. His experience includes service in all phases of the administra-
tive branch of the Forest Service, from that of fire guard to Regional
Forester in two Regions; several years in the research branch, including
four years as Director of the Northern Rocky ilountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station; and two years in the field of forestry education during
which time he organized the School of Forestry at the Utah Agricultural
College. Mr. Watts' work in the Forest Service has bzen in four of the
nine National Forest regions. His early work was in the Intermountain
Region, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah., His research experience was in
the Morthern Rocky Mountain Region with headquarters at }issoula, liontana,
In 1936 he was appointed Regional Forester for the North Central Region,
which includes the National Forests of Illln01$ Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Visconsin. In 1939 he was transferred to
the post of Regional Forester in the Northern Pacific Region, with head-
quarters at Portland, Oregon.

For the past two years lir., Watts has: been Chairman of the Department of
Agriculture committee- deallng with pOSt-war planning for the Pacific North—
west,

Because of his wide experience in cmploying, organizing, and dealing with
skilled and unskilled workers, and his-wide contacts with livestock men,
construction ocutfits and the publlc, he was brought to VWashington last
fall to assist the Secretary in the act1v1t1us of the Department related
to farm labor.

Secretary Wickard said, "Mr. Vatts' broad experience and understanding of
the country's need for protecting and maintaining the productivity of our.
forest land will be of particular value in wartime. He has a sound grasp
of a program designed to meet the reguirements of this emergency as well as
Egg %oag range needs of the nation in conserving and developing its forest



Presidgnt Roosevelt's ﬂessage IncludesI ang for the Workers ’

The following excerpts are from the Pr931dent‘s message to the 78th Congress:

As spokesmen for the Unlted States Government, you and I take off our
hats to those responsible- for- our American. préduction--to the owners,
managers and supervisors, to the draftsmen and engineers, to the
workers——men and women—in factories and arsenals and shipyards and
mines and mills and forests and railroads and highways.

We take off our hats to the farmers who have faced an unprecendented
task of feeding not only a great Nation but a great part of the world.

e take off our. hats to all the loyal, anonymous untlring men and "_
women who have worked in private employment and in ‘Government and who
have endured rationing and other stringencies, with good humor and

good will, We take;off our hats to all Amerlcans mho have contrlbuted
magnlflcently to our common Cause.... g

In this war of survival we must keep before our minds not only the evil
things we fight against, but the good things we are fighting for. We
fight to retain a great. pastmuwe fight to gain.a greater future...."A'
tremendous, costly,.long-enduring task in peace as well as in war is
still ahead of us. -But,.as we face that continuing task .we may know
that the state of this thlon is good——the heart. of this’ Natlon is sound—-
the spirit of this Natlon is strong—the faith ‘of this Niation is eternal.

Printed Material for 1943 Wartime Forest Fire Preventlon Cajpalgn to be Ready Soon
Orders for printing Wartime Forest Fire Frevention Cuﬂ@&lgn material have been placed
and the Government Printing Office has informally promised that it will have the
material off the presses and on its way to the various Hegional Foresters by February
15 at the latest. The orders call for 12 million two--color 3Mx5" envelope stuffers,
74 million two-color 23%"x7" fire rules cards (on cardboard), 300 thousand 22"x28"
L—-color posters (on paper), 14 thousand 11"x28" 4-color car cards (on cardboard), 5
thousand 4—color 24-sheet billboard posters, 100 thousand black and whHite fag bag
stickers, and 100 thousand black and white fag bag tags.. In addition the bids will
provide for optional increases, in case additional funds become available, of
1,300,00 stuffers, 5,000,000 flre rules cards, 18,500 car cards, and 100, OOO each of
the fag bag stlckers and tags. . :

The above order includes 101 change plates and 26 name strlps, thus providing for
names of many individual States on the signature strip for all of the above 1tems.

Arrangements have also been made so that the National Park Service and the Office of
Indian Affairs of the Department of the Interior may use our, ba51c d951gn with their
ovn names rather than ours in the signature strip.

President Hoosevelt Will Speak to American Farmepns

The Department of Agriculture has announced that President Roosevelt has accepted an
invitation to speak by radio to American farmers on ‘an all network program on Tuesday
Jaruary 12—the day the President designated as Farm lfobilization Day. The Presi-
dent's address will launch a nationwide drive by the Department,of Agriculture and
other federal and state agencies to enlist every farmer in the United atates in the
1943, food production program.’ : 3

.In addition to the Presideht, other internationally known leaders of the United
Jations will speak from Angland and Washlngton. An American farmer and a farm
weman will be heard from Chlcago. The program will emphasize the reliance of the
United Nations on United States farmers for food and fiber to win the war,

(USDA Press Release)
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r Conscripts Plywood for Variety of Applications

ly Packaging
s Large Part of
ood Production

’lywood Serves in
ything from Pullman
to Cootie Delousers

nation’s war effort enters
i1ase—the invasion of Nazi-
a break through the outer
of Japan—so enters an-
litary demand for Douglas
od.
10w the armed forces are
o fir plywood for packag-
supplies that must reach
'35 in a constant stream;
ailroad cars and trucks in
e materials are shipped
ss this country and across
ned territory; for Pullman
L earry our troops; for
arges and boats in amphi-
rations; for barracks and
to be quickly assembled
w theatres of operations.
ire only a few of the re-
tions to the gamut of ap-
for plywood conjured up
litary conscripting of the
‘esources to speed total de-
e totalitarians. But in the
, shipping and packaging
:nts of the army, navy and
stries took a sizable part
ion and a half square feet
plywood produced last

i mace nrndnntian fantnr.

Logging Prospect
Does ‘See Guv’'nor’

A Montanan, fresh from the
plains and mountains, wanted to
become a culk-booted Oregon log-
ger, He applied at three logging
concerns near Cottage Grove, Ore.,
where each time he was told—
“Sure thing, see th’ governor.”

Unaware that “the governor” in
lumhbercamp talk is the “straw-
boss,” the man appeared recently
at the state capitol, gained an in-
terview with Governor Earl Snell,
and anxiously asked for “clear-
ance” to become a logger.

has been focused on the importance
of the shipping containers. So
rerhaps a description of some of
these cases is warranted before re-
viewing briefly other ways the mil-
itary utilizes the material to help
speed victory. (Douglas fir plywood
today is manufactured under WPB
allocation, with the great bulk of
the output produced expressly for
the army, navy, Maritime Commis-
sion and Lend-Lease; the remain-
der 1is available only for those
war-necessary applications war-
ranting high priority ratings.)
Airplane Wing Crate
Typical of the way plywood is
being used in packaging for theair
forces, is that reported by the pub-
lic relations office at Sacramento
Air Depot. There, fir plywood has
long been a standby for crating
shipments and making various

"What hath wood wrought” could be the caption that best de-
scribes the articles being examined by Gifford Pinchot, 80, (left),
pioneer Chief Forester. and Lyle F. Watls, present Chief of the U. S.
Forest Service. The purpose of their informal inspection of the wood
products, developed and improved by the Forest Service scientists,
was in connection with the celebrating of the fortieth anniversary
of the establishment of the Service.

F.D.R. Gongralulates
U.S. Forest Service
on 40th Anniversary

President Sa ys Economic
Future of America Depends
on Future Forests

President Roosevelt, in a 300
word congratulatory letter ad-

dressed to the Chief of the Forest
Service, U. S. Department of Agri-

.Lenlture. an the neeaszion of the for-

a right to be proud—all of you, ev-
ery member of the Service—for the
Service has done great things. . . .
It has made forestry known to
America, it has turned many ene-
mies of forestry into staunch
friends, it has won the confidence
and cooperation of the people, and
it has led the way in making Amer-
ican forestry an oustanding
achievement.”
Forest Chief Predicts
Chief Watts, after reading the
President's letter, pradicted that 40
vears hence technical advances will

—i
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Lyle F. Watts was born et s Iowa, November 18,

1890. After graduating from Iowa State College with e B. S. degree in
forestry, he entered the Forest Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture,
in 1913. He spent twe yesrs as forest essistent on what is now the
Bridger Netional Forest, Wyoming, ;nd three yeers as forest examiner'

on the Wasatch and Cache National Forests, Uteh, and Idaho, and the
Bridger Nationel Forest, assisting in timber surviz;qgrk and grazing
ectivities. On the Cache National Forest he also t!ii\charge of pro-
duction of trees for forest plenting at Pocatello Nursery.

In 1518 Mr. Watts beceme deputy forest supervisor of the Boise
National Forest, Idahoj supervising-timber surwveys aud-timber saless IF=
1520 he wes—promoted to the position of forest supervisor,-eeting in that
cepacity for three-months. From late in 1820 to 1926, he served suc-
cessively as supervisor of the Vieiser end Ideho National Forests in Tdaho.
On March 1, 192€ he was transferred to the Intermountein Regionel Office
at Ogden, Uteh, as assistant in forest mensgemente The regionel office

has jurisdiction over Forest Service sctivities in Utah, southern Idaho,

western Wyoming, and Nevade.

Bt et o )
Z g -

Mr. Watts left the Forest Service in 1928 to besvome-Beem—of the
School of Forestry of the Utah Agricultural College, a_department~which-
hasorgendpeds A year later he reenteréd the Forest Service to serve at
the Intermountein Forest Experiment Station, Ogden, Utah, where he directed
silvics investigetions and inaugurated important erosion-streamflow studies
in southern Ideho. While-sngaged—-in-this work, he demorstreted-unusuel.

orgenizetional-abilitys On August 1, 1931 he was transferred to the
(Over)



Northern Focky Mountaln I‘orest Experiment Stetion, with headqmr:ers at
Missow}a, Montana. <ﬁ;AQEH§4ﬁb4nnrﬂmd1~dirootn'-uf the Stat¢on, ;uper-
vising forest research activities, including silvies, range, forest prod-
uctﬁ, forest economies, and forest influence investigations, and coordinat-
iié the research of the Station with that of other agencies in relested
fields.

The following yeer he went to Milweukee, Wisconsin, as Regional
Forester in charge of the North Central Region, embrecing Netional For-
ests in Illinois, Indiena, Iows, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North
Dekots, Chio, and Wisconsin, where a large program of public land acqui-
sition and reforestetion was under way. On April 1, 1939 he became
Regional Forester in charge of the North Pacific Region (Washington and
Orsgon), with headquarters st Portlend.

Mr. ¥atts is a member of Alpha Zeta, honorery agricultural fra-
ternity; Phi Keppa Phi, honorary science fraternity; the Society of
American Foresters, the American Forertry Assoclation, $§e=ﬂnnlagi=a%”‘
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UNITEP STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE

ADDRESS REPLY TO
THE FORESTER
AND REFER TO

WASHINGTON

I=-Information
General

April 22, 1942

{ofersnsatt

Regional Foraster
Portland, Oregon

Dear 3ir:

For our information files we want & biogrephicel statement on
? Lyle Wetts. We'd appreciate your reviewing the attached state-
‘jﬁ” ?§Q\ ment preparad for this purpose, making eny corrections needed,
| and amplifying it with additional pertinent datae.

Very truly yours,

DANA PARKINSON, Chief,
Division of Informatior and Educestion

S

By: CHARLES E. RANDALL, Actinge

Enclosure
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Watts Sees Object Lesson
'in Great Lakes Area

{ropagstatna =t g
: fi34
(Picture on This Page) |
After a “tour” of the Great Lakes
area, where the country has been
practically denuded of trees by un-
restrained logging operations, a|
better realization of the needs of
conserving the country’s forests|
may be obtained, in the.opinion of
Lyle F. Watts, new regional forest-|!
er here, who arrived Friday from |
Milwaukee, Wis., to take over his
duties. 3 ‘
i Mr. Watts was named to succeed
C. J. Buck, for many years regional
forester here, who left for Wash-
ington, D. C. to become an assis-
tant to the chief fprester. |
- Service Replants Trees |

In the Great’ Lakes area, where|

Watts was regional forester, the big
iproblem is one of rehabilitating the |
forests and about 100,000 acres a|
year are being replanted, he said.

Here, on the contrary, he pointed
out, the job as he sees it is in pro-
moting and perfedting the sustained |
yleld idea so that this area will son-|
tinue to have a wealth of forests as
ore of its most valuable resources
for centuries to come.

“We need to avoid the mistakes |,
made in the Lake states and there- |/
by avoid the consequent upset to|
the lumbering industry caused by|
the cutting out of forests,” he said. |
| #As I.see it, the co-operative ap- |
Eproa.ch. with the private owners,|
| states and federal government par-
‘ticipating, may be the answer to the
congervation of our forests.” 4

Watts Iowa Alumnns

Watts is not new to the co as
he went to high school in B:?lt'ing-
ham some years ago and about that
.time worked on a ranch in Yakima
One summer and spent a summer
working in the Carnation condens-
ery at Mount Vernon,

Watts is married and has a son
and daughter. His wife and two
children will come west to join him
later. ; il

He is a graduate of Iowa State!
college. He has served as supervisor
of the Weiser national forest in
Idaho and of the Idaho national
forest, assistant chief of the division
of forest management at Ogden,

"hea.d of the department of forestry
|of Uta.h_ Agricultural college, head
of the silvicultural research at Og- f
den and director of the Narthern|
Rocky Mountain Forest and Range ;
Experiment station at Missoula, |
Mont. ”
From the latter job he went tci
:lele Eo.s;gmn t;f regional forester of !
e north central region with -
quarters at Milwaukgee. : !

Top Woodsman
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LYLE F, WATTS NAMED HEAD OF NORTH PACIFIC FOREST REGION

The appointment of Lyle F. Watts as Regional Forester for National
Farest Reglon Six, with headmarters at Portland, Oregon, was announced
recently by F. A. Silcox, Chief of the Forest Service, U. S. Department of
Agriculture, Mr, Vatts has been serving as Reglonal Foresier of the North
Central Reglon at Milwaukes, Wisconsin, TWatts succeeds C. J. Puck, who
is being transferred to the “ashington Office of the Forest Service as
general inspector and special assistant to Chief ¥. A. Silcox.

Regional Forester Watls is a graduate of the School of forestry at
Iowa State College, having received there the degrees of 3.S. in Forestry
and Master of Forestry. Since his graduation he has been constantly engaged
in forestry work, including 23 years in the Federal service, during which
time he has had wide experience in scientific and administrative work.
Before his permanent appointment to the Forest Service in 1913 he saw wide
service in the western forests in scientdfic research, and was in charge of
the laboratery in forest planting for the Iowa State College. He entered
the Forest Service Jduly 1, 1913 as a technical assistant on the Wyoming
Hatlonal Forest.

In 1915 and 1916, Mr, Tatbs directed timber survey wark on the
Wyoming and Wasateh National Forests. In 1917 he was assigned to the Cache
Hational lForest, Idaho, as forest examiner in chargs of forest planting at
the Pocatello Nursery. rom May 1918 to April 1920 he was deputy supervisor
on the Doise National Forest, Idaho., IFrom 1920 to 1926 he served as supervisor
of the Veiser and Idaho Nalional Forests; om March 1, 1926 he was transferred

to the Reglonal Office at Ogden, Utah as assistant in forest management.
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LYLE F. WATTS NAMED HEAD OF NORTH PACIFIC FOREST RECION

The appointment of Lyle F. Watis as Reglonal rorsster for MHational
Farest Reglon Six, with headquarters at Pariland, Cregon, was announced
recently by ¥. A, Silcox, Chief of the Forest Service, Us S, Departmant of
Agriculture, Mr, Vatts has been serving as Regional Forester of the North
Central Region at lilwaukee, Wisconsin., Tatis succeeds C. J. 2uck, who
is belng transferred to the Washington Office of the Forest Service as
genecal inspector and specisl assistant to Chief ¥. A. Sllcax,

Regional Yorester Watts 1s a graduate of the School of forestry at
Iowa State College, having received there the degrees of B.S. in Forsstry

and Master of Forestry. Since his graduation he has been constantly engaged

in forestry work, ineluding 23 years in the Federal service, during which
time he has had wide experience in scientific and administrative work.
Before his permanent appointment to the Forest Service in 1913 he saw wide
service in the western foresis in scientdflic research, and was in charge of
the laborataory in forest planbting for the Iowa State Collegs. He entered
the Forest Service July 1, 1913 as a technical assistant on the Wyoming
Hational Forest.

In 1915 and 1916, Mr. Tatbs directed timber survey wark on the
Wyoming and Wasatch National Forests. In 1917 he was assigned to the Cache
Hational Forest, Idaho, as forest examiner in charge of forest planting at
the Pocatello Hursery. From May 1918 to April 1920 he was deputy supervisor
on the Boise National Forest, Idaho., Irom 1920 to 1926 he served as supervisor
of the Weiser and Idaho Natlonal Forests; on March 1, 1926 he was transferred

to the Regiopal OITice al Ogden, Utah as assisltanit in forest management.



7032 Planikinton Building,
Milwaukee, Wisconsins
February 11, 1939,

Professor G. Bs lgcDonald,
Iowa State Collegs,
Ames, Iowee

Dear Professor MacDonald:
Reference 1s made to your letter of January 3l.

The following data roughly outlines the work 1 havu;‘ done since
entering the Iowa State College in the fall of 1909y

Gradunted with a BeS. in forestry in 1913.

Fleld Assistant on timber survey work during the swmer of 1911,
with the United States Forest Service in Utah,

Fire Guard on the Superior Hational Forest in Mimmesota during
the summer of 1912.

First permanent appointment in the United States Forest Service,
July 1, 1913. Timber survey work on the Wyoming National Porest.

From July 1, 1913 = January, 1918 - timber survey and timber sales
work in the Intermountain Region of the United States Forest Service.

From January, 1516 - May, 1917 - forest nursery and planting work
in the Intermountain Region of the United States Foreat Service.

Prom May, 1917 = Pebruary, 1919 - Assistant Supervisor, Boise
Fational Forsst in Idahoe
20
From February, 193 - February, 192} - Supervisor, Weiser Nationmal
Forest in Idaho.

From Fsbraary, 192) - lay, 1528  Supervisor, Idaho Hational Forsst
in Idaho.

FProm May, 1926 = July, 1928 - Assistant Chief, Division of Forest
Management, Intermountain Region of United States Forest Service, Ogden,
Utahe



From July, 1928 - Ssptember, 1929 - in charge of Department of
Forestry in the School of Agriculturs, Utah Agriocultural College, Logan,
Utah.,

From September, 1929 = July, 1931 /5 in charge silvisultural re=-
ssarch, Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, Ogden, Utah.

From July, 1931 - April, 1938 - Dirsetor of the Northern Rooky
Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, Missoula, Montana.

From April, 1935 %o date = Regiomal Forester, Horth Central ke~
glon, United States Forest Service, with headquarters at Milwaukee, Wiz~
consgine ;

In my present position, I represent the Federal Forest Service in
the eight North Central Statess The work consists of the management of
12 Fational Forests, inoluding a gross area of approximately 20,000,000
aores, of which only about 8,000,000 acres are in Federal omerships The
primary job in this connection is the development and rehabilitation of
badly depleted forest properiy. Reforestation is going ahead at the rate
of approximately 100,000 asres a ysare. Hooreational areas and wildlife
habitat are being developed or improved. Additiomal land is being pur=
chased at the mate of approximately 250,000 asrea per year.

The other phase of my work has to do with Federal cooperation and
guidance in state and private foresiry. This phase 1s perhaps most inme-
portant in the long run because the bulk of the forest land is in priwmte
omership and a very large percentage of it is destined for State ocwnere
ship and management. In faot, State holdings already exceed the Federal
holdings ian the Regione

Very sinserely yours,

LILE F. WATIS
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United States Department of Agriculture
Release — Immediate Weshington, D.C., November 5, 1942

Lyle F. Watts Nemed to Coordinate
U.S5.D.A. Farm Labor Activities

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard announced today the appointment of Lyle
F. Watts, Regional Forester from Portland, Oregon, as an assistant to him with a
special assignment to coordinate farm labor activities of the Department. Mr.

Watts is taking over his new duties immediately.

Mr. Watts, who has been in the U. S. Forest Service since 1913, has had wide
experience in employing, organizing, and handling both sikilled and unskilled work-
men, in dealing with livestock men, farmers, construction crews, and the public
in general., In his work with the Forest Service he has gained an intimate
knowledse of labor éonditions in the lumber industry of the Nation. He was associ-
ated for 6 years with the late F. A, Silcox, who was chief of the Forest Service
from 1933 to 1939 and who was widely known for his work in the field of labor.

Mr; Watts, who was born in Cerro Gordo county, Iowa, in 1890, is a graduate
of Iowa State College. TFrom 1918 to 1928 he served as supervisor in national
forests in Idaho and in forest management work in the Inter Mountain area., In 1928
he organized the School of Forestry at Utah Agricultural College. He re-entered
the Forest Service the following year, and served successively at Ogden, Utah
and Missoula, Mont. In 1936 he became Regional Forester for the North Central
Region, embracing national forests in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Mgiigggigu
North Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 1939 he became Regional Forester of the
Northern Pacific Region with headquarters at Portland, Ore., and has held that

post uo to the present.

5798 915-43
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Regional Forester and Assistant Regional Foresters X/

Lyle F. Watts, Regional Forester, in charge, North Pacific Region, Forest
Service, United States Department of Agriculture.

Native of Cerro Gordo Co., Iowa. Entered Forest Service, Sevier National
Forest, Region 4, as field assistant under temporary appointment. Education:

B. S. lowa State College, major forestry, 1913; K. S. Iow State College, 1928.
Probationary appointment as field assistant, Wyoming N. F., 7/1/13. Deput
Forest Supervisor, Boise N. F., 5/1/18; Forest Supervisor, Boise N. F., 1/3.’6/20.
Forest Supervisor Weiser N. F., 4/1/20; Forest Supervisor, Idaho N. F., 1/16/22.
Staff officer, Division of Timber Management, Ogden, Utah, 3/1/26. Left

Forest Service 1928 and organized the School of Forestry, Utah Agricultural
College. Re-entered Forest Service as Senior Silviculturist, Great Basin
Experiment Station, Ogden, Utah, 9/1/29. Transferred to Northern Rocky
Mountain Forest Experiment Station, 8/1/3l1. Director of Northern Rocky
Mountain Forest Experiment Station, 11/1/35. Regional Forester, Region 9,
l:}l!/mukse, Wisconsin, 4/1/36. Regional Forester, Region 6, Portland, Oregon,
4/1/39.

Oliver F. Ericson, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of Timber
Management.

Native of Cleburne, Kansas. Education: Four years, majoring in Chemistry,
Betheny College, A. B. 1910; 2 years, majoring in Forestry, U. of Washington,
M. S. F. 1913. Temporary appointment as Field Assistant, Whitman Forest,

in eastern Oregon, June 1912. Permanent appointment as Forest Assistant,
Chelan N. F. in northern central Washington State, July 1913. Transferred

to Crater National Forest, southern Oregon, August 1916, and to Whitman N. F.
and Olympic N. F., being promoted to Supervisor in charge of the latter
forest, March 1920. Promoted to staff officer, Division of Timber Kanagement,
Portland, Oregon, July 1923, as logging engineer. FPlaced in charge of
Division of Timber Management as Assistant Regional Forester, September 1935.

Lynn H. Douglas, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of Wildlife
and Range Management.

Native of Broken Bow, Nebraska. Education: Four years, University of Nebraska,
major Agriculture, B. S. C. Employed by State of Ohio Forestry Dept. summer

of 1910. Probationary appointment as Grazing Examiner, Region 7, to conduct
studies of grazing conditions in that Region. Transferred to Region 2,

Denver, Colorado, July 1913, advanced as staff officer and placed in charge

of the Division of Range Management December 1934. Promoted to Assistant
Regional Forester, Reglon 6, Portland, Oregon, in charge of Division of
Wildlife and Range Management, July 1938.



Ira J. Mason, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of Recreation
and Lands

Native of Chicago, Illinois. Education: U. of Michigan, B. S. F. 1925;
Yale, summer school; U. of Washington, post-graduate work. Field assistant
Cascade N. F. 1924. Permanent appointment as Forest Ranger on Snoqualmie
N. F. 1925. Promoted to Senior Forest Ranger January 1927. Served on
Snoqualmie staff as Junior Forester from September 1927 to 1929. Transferred
to California Forest and Range Experiment Station 1929, and was promoted to
position of Asst. Forester. Transferred to Umatilla Foreat, June 1933, and
promoted to Asst. Forest Supervisor of Rogue River, December 1933. Brought
into Division of Timber Management as staff officer, May 1934, promoted to
position of Forest Code Examiner; tranaferred to Division of Recreation and
Lands, April 1935. Promoted to position of Assistant to Assistant Regional
Forester in 193 and to Assistant Regional Forester, in charge of Division
of Recreation and Lands, 1942,

James Frankland, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of
Engineering.

Native of Seattle, Vashington. Education: Civil Engineering, U. of Wash-
ington. Employed by City of Seattle as public utility construction inspector
1908-10. Employed by construction firm of Stone and Webster, on power plant
construction at White Salmon, Washington, 1912-13. Assistant Engineer, Port
of Tacoma, Washington, 1919-2l. Bridge engineer, Hedrick & Kreamers, con-
struction engineers, Portland, Oregon, 1922-23.

Began Forest Service career as a temporary forest guard on the Snoqualmie
National Forest, in Region & of the Forest Service in 1911. Also worked
during the summer season of 1913 in same capacity. Received first permanent
appointment as an Assistant Forest Ranger on the Snoqualmie N. F., July 1914
and was made Forest Ranger in 1916. Transferred to the Oregon National
Forest in September 1916. On military furlough May 1917 to March 1919. Was
Captain 65th c.a.c. Re-entered the Service in 192/ and assigned to the
Division of Engineering. FPlaced in charge September 1931.

C. Otto Lindh, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of Fire
Control.

Native of Battleground, Washington. Education: Attended U, of Montana and
Both Washington and Oregon State Colleges, B. S. F. Oregon State, 1527.
Worked during summers 1920-24 on Columbia N. F. First permanent appointment
as Ranger assigned to timber sales 1925. Transferred to Umatilla, Olympic,
Rainier, Cascade and Snoqualmie National Forests on various timber sale and
staff assigmments until February 1935 when he was promoted to Asst. Forest
Supervisor, Olympic N. F. Brought into Division of Forest Management as
staff officer, 1935. Transferred to fire control activities October 1939,
and promoted to Assistant Regional Forester in charge of Division of Fire
Control, October 1941.

-2'



Floyd V. Horton, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of
Operation.

Native of Genoa, Nebraska. Education: Iowa State, forestry. Entered
Forest Service as temporary forest guard on the Wallowa N. F., eastern Oregon,
May 1913. Received permanent appointment as Guard, 1915. Transferred to
Umatilla Forest as a staff officer in August 1916, and promoted to grazing
assistant on the Wenaha Forest in 1917. Served in various technical graszing
and staff officer assignments on the Umatilla, Deschutes and Crater Forests.
Made Assistant Farest Supervisor, Umatilla N. F., December 1925, and placed
in charge of the Columbia N. F. as Forest Supervisor in April 1927.

Promoted to staff officer, Division of Range Hanagement, December 1929.
Promoted to Assistant Regional Forester, Division of Recreation and Lands,
April 1930. Placed in charge of Division of Operation December 1941.

John C. Kuhns, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of Education
and Information.

Native of 0il City, Pennsylvania. Education: Studied forestry at Penn. State
College. Worked as temporary forest guard on the Umpqua Forest, in Oregon
during summer of 1910, and was given permanent appointment as a ranger in
1911. Transferred to the Cascade Forest in 1916. Promoted to staff officer
of the Deschutes N. F., as grasing examiner, 1917. Transferred to Wenaha
Forest and promoted to Forest Supervisor in charge in February 1918. Trans-
ferred to Whitman Forest, 1924, and Snoqualmie Forest, 1933, and promoted to

Assistant Ferest-Supervisor—in—eharge Regional Forester in charge of Division
of Education and Information, Portland, Oregon, August 1937.

Horace J. Andrews, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of State
and Private Forestry.

Native of Sidnaw, Michigan. Education: U. of Michigan, A. B. 1915; M. F.,
1916. Forest Assistant, timber surveys, 1914, 15, 16, and 17 in summer,

while teaching forestry at University of Michigan. Also taught at State
College of Farestry, New York State at Thomas Edison Laboratories and at

Iowa State College from 1918 to 1923, while intermittently working for various
lumber companies in the east and middle west. Was in charge of Michigan

Land Economic Survey 1924-26; and Assistant State Forester of Michigan 1926~-27.
Chief Forest Fire warden of Michigan 1927-30. In charge Michigan State Land
office June 1929 to April 1930. Appeinted as Senior Forest Economist,

Pacific Northwest Forest Experiment Station, Portland, Oregon, January 6, 1930.
Returned to teaching at College of Farestry, U. of Michigan, October 1938

to August 1, 1939, when he was placed in charge of Division of State and
Private Forestry as Assistant Regional Forester in Portland, Oregon.

E & I File Cony



Arnold R. Standing, Assistant Regional Forester, in charge, Division of
Personnel Management

Native of Brigham City, Utah. Education: Utah State Agricultural College,
majoring in Botany, B. S. 1929, Temporary forest guard Caribou and Wasatch
National Forests and logger on Whitman National Forest, from 1918 to 1922.
Permanent appointment as Forest Ranger, Cache National Forest, Region 4 of
the Forest Service, April 1923. Placed on grazing studies as Junior Range
Examiner July 1924. Transferred to Uinta Forest April 1926. Transferred to
Division of Range Management in the Regional Office at Ogden, Utah in April
1927 and served as assistant to the Chief of the Division until placed in
charge of Dixie National Forest as Forest Supervisor in March 1936. Promoted
to Assistant to Assistant Reglonal Forester in charge of Division of Personnel
Management in Ogden, Utah, January 1937. Promoted to Assistant Regional
Forester in charge of Division of Personnel Management, Portland, Oregon,
November 1939.

Albert H. Cousins, Regional Fiscal Agent, in charge, Fiscal Control.

Native of Boston, Massachusetts. Educated in Boston. Entered government
service as P, 0. Inspector. Transferred to Forest Service in Washington, D. C.
in July 1907. Promoted to Officer in charge of Fiscal Accounts in Portland,
Oregon, December 1908, when the headquarters of the Regional Forester were
established in Portland. Promoted to staff officer at the Forest Service
Supply Depot in Ogden, Utah, January 1917. Returned to Portland as Regional
Fiscal Agent of the Division of Fiscal Accounts, August 1920,
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1 Oregon owes a specific debt to Lyle
F. Watts, one of the nation’s great for-
esters and conservationists, in addi-
tion to his guardianship of the national
forests. =

As chairman of the Legislature’s In-
terim Committee on Water Resources,
the retired chief forester of the United
States headed up the cnoperative ef-
fort of conservationists and water us-
ers which resulted in the adoption of
the best water act among the states.
The Oregon law, recognizing the mul-

| day of Lyle Watts, 72, former
! chief of the U.S. Forest Service. |

Watts, who began his long ca-
reer in the Forest Service as a
forest assistant in Wyoming in
1913, served as chief of the ser-
vice from 1943 to 1952.

He became forester for the
North Central Region in 1933,
was transferred to chief of the |
North Pacific region in 1939|
.and held that position until be-!

tiple beneficial uses of water, provid-
ing for basin studies, and establishing
the machinery for assignment of wa-
ter rights in the public interest, was
the legislative follow-up of the studies
made by Mr, Watis’ committee. -

As regional and national forester,
Mr. Watts contributed significantly to
the national welfare. As an Oregon cit-
izen, his efforts contributed to ad-
vanced laws governing the conserva-

Watts began his long For-
est Service career in 1913 as a
forest assistant in Wyoming.
He became forester for the
North Central Region in 1936
and was transferred to chief
of the North Pacific Region in
1939, holding that position un-
til he received the national ap-
pointment.

He once took leave in 1928,

ing appointed national chief. |
Watts, served as technical ad-

to organize and serve as dean
of Utah State College’s School
of Forestry.

tion and wise use of Oregon’s greatest
resource, watem~-His_ death, at 71,
closed a long and valuable career.

visor to the U.S. Delegation to
the U.N. Food and Agriculture
Organization at several sessions
from 1945 to 1951.

He took part in 1949 in the
U.N. conference on conservation
and utilization of resources at
Lake Success, N.Y.

He received the Department
of Agriculture’s Distinguished
Service Medal and the French
| Government’s Croix du Cheva-!
| lier de la Merite Agricole.
| He is survived by his wife,
Nell; a daughter, June, Dallas,
Ore., a son Gordon, with the
Forest Service in Washington,
D.C.; a sister, Mrs. Gladys O

Neil, Bellingham, Wash.: and a
brother, C-:Eiil, Clear Lake, Towa. |

Watts was a member of the
technical committee on fores-
try and primary forest
products of the United Nations
Interim Commission on Food
and Agriculture in 1944 and
1945. He was technical advisor
to the U. S. delegate to the
U. N. Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization at several sessions
from 1945 to 1951.
In 1949 Watts took part in the
U. N. conference on conserva-
tion and Utilization of Resourc-
es at Lake Success, N.Y. d
Among honors he received
was the Department of Agricul-
ture’s  distinguished service
medal and the French govern-
ment’s Croix De Chevalier De
La Merite Agricole,
Survivors include the widow,
Nell; a daughter, June, Dallas,
Ore.; a son, Gordon, who is
with the Forest Service in
Washington, D. C.; a sister,
Mrs. Gladys O’Neil, Belling-
ham, Wash.; and a brother,
Cecil, Cétlem Lake, Towa.
Funeral services were held
Monday. ==
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UTILIZATION == THE KEYSTONE OF INTENSIVE FOREST MANAGEMENT

(Address by Lyle F. Watts, Chief, U. S. Ferest Service, at annual meeting .
of Forest Products Research Society, Milwaukee, Wiscnnsin, June 23, 1952 )

- —— - - -

There was & time when all the timber marker needed for tools were a blazing
ax, & bed-rcll, and a good pair of legs, "Those days have long since passed.
The touls of timber manegement today are gomplex kits of implements and plans,
which are infinitely variable according to the objectives of management and
the charaoter of the forest. This is but another way of saying that intensive
management of forest properties is arriv1ng in the United States. It is my
purpose today %tn explore with you somq of the reasons why it is here and some
of the directions in which I think it is going. :

The principal tools nf the forest manager are still the ax and the saw, in the
sense that selection for. the harvest is the best means available ‘tc insure
setisfactory subsequent harvests and realization of optimum yield of good wood.
That this is an over-simplification is perfectly elear, but again it is but a
way of saying that the harvest dictates all that comes after. The harvest in
turn is centrolled by a host of economic factors that reflect yarding oosts,
transportation costs, and so ens If those costs are too high in relation to
the use of the product, it cannot be haivested. If there is a satisfactory
margin the product will come out of the woods. "So although we speak in general
terms of intensive management, we may have to become specific when we talk of
e partioular looallty, or a partlcular forest region, or kind of tree. .

The dominant factor, however, in all matters contrnllihg the harvest. will be

the market for the finished product. This is the particular aspect that I want
.tn explore more thoroughly with you, because it is in the ‘harvesting of woecd for
new and better fields of usefulness that utiIiZation research comes to -hear on
the total management problem.

Before we go into that I want to point out that a lot of influence on manage=-
ment policies has been exerted by ma tters ent1rely outside the fisld of forestry
or utilization research., - Forest management is affected by the:whole industrial
development. I need but point out the revolution caused in our whole conoept

of accessibility by the advent of the tractor and truck in logging. Also, the
development of light portable power saws has worked a veritable revolution in
wood practices. Such things have made it possible to spread good management
over thousands of square miles formerly thought outside: the bounds of commer-
oial forestry. : o ; “

Likewise, the field of forest products utilization has felt the impact. cf the

over-all rapid development of new industries and new products in fields remote
from forest products. For example, although the discovery 25 or 30 years ago

of the synthetie resins at first had nothing to do with forest products, soon

some of them were found to be excallent materials for bonding woods As a re=

sult we now have the whole exterior plywood industry, the laminating industry,
and & long series of produots borded into artlfioial boards or'mhatnot by use

of artificial resins. . : .

(OQer)
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The history of forest products utilization research in this country can be
roughly divided into three periods. In the early days, beginning about the
turn of the century, the motivating influence primarily was one of encouraging
efficient and wise use of wood in order to conserve our forests. In those
days, research in wood utilization was being written on pages that were prace
tically blanks We knew little or nothing of the basic properties of our native
American woods as engineering materials.

This period of accumulating basic information continued up into the depression
yeard. Then it became a major problem to promote and encourage the use of wood
in order to insure better forest managements It was quite clear thet only
through utilization of the forest crop could we move in the direction of good
forestrys.

World War II gave tremendous impetus to wood use. We are no longer fearful
of loss of markets for the products of the forests Expanding technology and

* more and more new uses give us confidence that we shall be able to use the
wood we grow, wisely end well,

The third and current phase of utilization research may be said to combine
the elements of the first two phases, We study the efficient use of wood in
order to conserve materials, manpower, and wealth. And we study the wise and
efficient use of wood also from the point of view of promoting efficient and
more intensive management of the forest.

The harvesting of the virgin forest over most of the United States was a pretty
haphazard job. A host of silvicultural problems were created that do not lend
themselves well to solution except through the use of the harvesting tools,
Another group of problems, broadly speaking, lies in the field of intelligent
harvesting of our remaining old=growth forests where we still have an opportu=
nity to harvest intelligently and with due regard for the lessors of the past.
For example, in the remaining stands of old-growth Douglas-fir we know the
nature of the problem created by many billions of feet of trees infected with

- Fomes Rihi. We know that regeneratien will be greatly forwarded by the
harvesting of those trees and that a thriftier, more productive forest will
follow.

We are thoroughly aware of the importance of developing utilization for
decadent ledgepole and Engelmann spruce stands in untapped Rocky Mountain
"territories before we oan look forward to having current growth and future
yields from those lands. '

We know the nature of the extensive culled-over hardwood lands in the central
hardwood belt and we realize clearly that we shall never be able to have a
satisfaotory forest in that territory until we can provide satisfactory
utilization of the oulled stands. . There will be difficulties in managing the
delta hardwoond and upland hardwood. stands of the South and Southeast unless
and until satisfactory and profitable markets can be provided for the specises
in those standss

The hardwood problem extends into the Lake States, New England, the middle

Atlentic states, and the Appalachians, Under=-utilization characterizes most

of our hardwood-producing territory, and until a proper balance can be struek
= =%=11 aandinna . T aunnnsa. to over=-cut conifers and under-cut hardwoed.
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The prohlems pnseA by residual stands. of lowegrade eull hardwoods, or extensive
acoumulations of sn-called inferior species, cover a lot of territory and will
be with us quite a while. There is no question but that these stands could be
restored to productivity if we had unlimited money and manpower toc do the
indicated silvicultural jobs of conversion and reclamation. But I do not
foresees that they will be treated that way. I think rather they will gradu=
ally be converted to productivity through utilization of the old over-story.

Good management of second=-growth stands in many cases requires progressive
thinnings and selection ocuttings. -In some cases, especially in southern pine,
very good progress has beén made in utilizing intermediate cuttings for pulp,
using this technique to promote. efficient and rapid growth of saw timber of
reasonably good quality. We have not yet reached the stage, however, where
the most efficient thinning practices can be employed, simply because we have
not yet reached the stage where the material removed in early thinnings has
market value. There may come. & time when management will be so advanced that
men will invest in early thinnings with a certainty of satisfactory recovery:
due to inoreased growth rates, but commercial practice has not yet gone that
far in very many instances. We need for almost all timber types more ‘broad
by adaptable utilization proocesses that can take wood well below pole size
and utilize it at a profit-

I want to refer briefly also to the growing importance of pruning. Pruning
has been demonstrated to be profitable in meny types where the objective is
production of clear wood. It is nhot likely that it will ever be applicable
to all species. For & long time it may be limited to a few species that are
well adapted to producticn of good quality veneer and lumber; but in. scme of -
those cases research has already proved that the process can be made to: pay
large returns. ;

Summing up, we might say that our major problems in nanageﬁént ares.
l. Harvesting of defective virgin or old-growth stands

2, Removal of defective ocull and old over=story of both good and
posr oommercial gpeocies, espaaially in ‘hardwoods

3. Utilization of hardwoods in mixed forests where ovar-cuttlng
of oonifers tends toward an increasing peroentage of hardwood oo

4. Thinning and intermediate outtings in'the management of saoond- (2
growth stands © 17

5» Pruning by various methods and in various species where a.
. market 'has created or will oreate values for clear wood that
will return adequata proflts to the operat1on. .

Now let us look brlefly at some of the trends: and developmants in utiliza=-
tion researsh that have already contributed teward the solution of management
problems , and then analyze, if we cen, how they may be expected to contribute
further in the future.
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Utilization research, generally, can be divided into three major parts:
l, TWork on wood that will be used in its natural form

2. Modified woeod, that is wood to whioh something has been added
in order to enhance its usefulness

3. Chemical and fiber products in which wood has lost its original
forms

Consider the first division == wood as wood =-=- and the things that have
taken plase that have a direct bearing on management policies. 'In 40 years
we have built up a vast amount of knowledge of the fundamental strength
properties of our species, and we have thus made possible the use of our
woods as engineering materials,

I mentioned earlier the influnece of the development of synthetiec resins
on the laminating and plywood industries. There have been some rather
dramatio developments in the last two decades. It has besn only about 20
years since & laminated-arch building == one of the first examples of this
type of construction =- was erected at the Forest Products Laboratery. It
is still in use and the laminated arches are still sound. Incidentally,
that building was covered with some of the earliest exterior grade plywood
ever manufactured. We were rank amateurs in lamination of large members:
in those days, but the technique has developed with giant strides. There
seems to be no limit now to our ability with edge gluing, scarf. jointing
and lamination to build members of almost any size end tailored to almost
any shapes :

Now, slearly, thisopens the way to wide employment of wood from trees much
smaller than what we were accustomed to deal with in the virgin timber., We
no longer need to aim at the growth of huge old trees for a lot of uses

that once required them. As a mattdr of faet, we have much more flexibility
with the laminating technique than we ever had when we had to saw straight
timbers frem very large trees.

It must not be thought that the technique of lamination throws open the

field of utilization to indiscriminate use of common grades and cull lumber
-= that is not the case. For a lot of purposes lamination requires a pretty
high grade eof wood, and I believe that in the future this partiocular point
will inereesse the importance of pruning in some species for the production
ofnlear lumber. Yet there is a place in some heavy lamination for the
inclusion of knotty material in the inner parts of the members. But let

me repeat, the premium price will still be paid, I believe, for clear lumber,

I have referred already to the development of the exterior plywood industry.
The most dramatie recent development to my knowledge is the return of woed

to the box-car field, from which it looked as if it were going to be complete=-
ly eliminated a few years ago. The so=-called Unicel box=-car is an ‘all-wood
oar, with the exeeption of the ohassis. I 'am informed that the same prin-
ciples of stressed covered panel construction and lamination are also being:
applied to highway trailers., The field of usefulness of this type of
eonstruction would seem to be quite broad,
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There also seems tp be a continually increasing field of usefulness for ply=-
wood in general, because it is a thoroughly satisfactory material. Now this
points up the necessity for forest management to look toward the production
of veneer logs. - I do not believe anybody thinks that they will have to be
of the gigentic diameters that are.being eut in the Northwest today. A4s a
matter of fact, techniques for the cutting of veneers fram second-growth s
Douglas=fir are already in use. Nene of it is coming from pruned Douglas-fir,
but it can and probably will in the future. These developments, in my mind,
point to a need to plan for the production of a eertain proportion of olear
wood, and I do pot believe our management policies can ever lose sight of that:
fact. .

In the harvesting of defective ocld-growth, research has come up with some
intereésting developments in utilizing so=-called "white-pocket" Douglas-fir.
White=-pocket constitutes a tremendous obstacle to menagement in parts of the
Northwest and California. It has been found, however, that certain grades of
this material can.be satisfactorily used where the stresses are not too high,
and some of it is already moving in trade channels. Likewise, the cutting of
veneer for certain utility grades of plywood has been thoroughly demonstrated
and is already, in a small way, an accomplished commeroial fact. It is not
likely that these uses will satisfactorily absorb the very large volumes of
white-pocket material found in harvesting old-growth fir in southern Oregon,
for sxample, but research is opening other avenues.

ile are always alert to oppertunities for further utilization of hardwood
dimension stock, by which I mean the small, sound, pieces ocut from between the
knots anddecayed areas in trees from defective hardwood stands. Again, I do
not anticipate that ‘this field, or any other field concerned only with the"

use of weod as wood, will solve all the problems arising from defective hard=-
woods, but it will help. ;

In the field of modified wood we think in terms of adding to wood materials
that modify its properties for higher usefulness. For example, we have le arned
to stabllizé wond dimensionally against the come and go of moisture content;
but it costs too much by the processes so far developed, except for speocial
uses where the cost can be bornes There is perhaps nothing that would give
greater satisfaction to the wood user than a cheaper method of doing ‘this jobs
I am optimistio that it can be accomplished and we are directing our attempts
through chennels of fundamental investigation to solve the problems

Similarly, the search for cﬁegp;and effective fireproofing trgatmﬂnts continues
to receive attention. Both of these tasks are of importance in assuring the
customer's contlnued Satisfactlon w1th wood and contihued markets for lumber.

There is yet anotHer field == that of preservatlon == in which there is re-
newed activity. . It has become clear that there is a very large general field
for wood preserved'againat decay and inseot attack by sufficiently economical
methods. That .field transcends in volume the oomparatlvely limited use of
preserved wood to which we have been accustomed in the past == that is, for
orossties; piling, bridge timbers, mine timbers, and the like. The chemical
industry continues to come up with new naterlals that offer promise as
cheap praservatlves.‘
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In all problems of management, whether dealing with-old=-growth, young growth;
hardwoods or conifers, it has become apparent in recent years that major
contributions can be expeoted in utilization develepments based upon fiber,
There was a time not too long ago when the three major pulping processes were
quite oritical of the species and qualities of wood used. The sulfite process
was practically confined to spruce, the :true firs, and hemlocks. The kraft
process, or sulfate, was more adaptable, and could take in practically all the
conifers, and in recent years has been applied to many hardwoods. The ground-
wood process was restricted to those species giving pulps of adequate strength
characteristics and bleachability, or light color to begin with.

Many years ago the Forest Products Laboratory recognized the approaching pro-
blem of inadequacy of our pulp species to meet rapidly expanding pulp and
paper requirements and started a program to expand the pulpwood base. This
program has been eminently successfuls I shall not relate all the accomplish-
ments in that field; they are familiar to most of you. The rapid increase

in pulp and paper requirements in the last 20 years has made imperative the
rapid implementation of the new processes, applicable to a broad range ef i
epeoles, developed by that program.

In reeent years-a great deal of attention has been given to increasing the
yield of pulps by the sc=-called semichemical processes. These processes have
been applied to a greaet many hardwoods and softwoods with unifiormly success=-
ful results when proper variables have been introduced to take care of thse
varying properties of the woods. It ocan be stated now that about any species
available in sufficient quantity ocan be made into a conmmercially useful pulp’
product. This does not imply that all of them will be, nor that the economics
of various situations will lend themselves to the immediate establishment of
pulp facilities. I only mean to say that as far as the technical base is
concerned it looks as if we could make pulp out of almost anything and do a
good job of it.

A major part of the requirements in these semichemical and high=strength kraft
pulps has arisen in the packaging field; witness the very rapid growth of the
corrugated-board and paper-board industry. About 20 years ago the Forest
Products Laboratory began a research program on the fundementals of the manu~
faoture of corrugated boards. That program has paid rich dividends, not only
in a tremendous increase ‘in use for packaging of civilian goodse but in rapid=-
ly expanding programs in the packagingz of military goods.” As you are well
aware, these fiber products have displaced a large amount of lumber in the
packaging fields I cannot regard this as anything but a major gain .for
forestry, for the simple reason that the kinds and qualities of wood going
into these fiber products are much less restricted than was the case with
lumber for packaging. In other words, we get much brOader forest utlllzatlon.

In recent years, also. we have stressed developments in the so-called 'synthetic=-
board field. The softboards and the hardboards have made very heavy inroads
into the general field of wood consumption. %hile ‘it is true that no arti-
ficial wood fiberboard has yet been produced that has the oriented strength
properties of wopd, nevertheless for a lot of uses the fiberboards serve well.
As yet, few if any of them can be prescribed fior general exterior use, because
dimensional stability and ability to maintain their structure. through long
exposure have not yet been developed, except by rather costly resin impreg-
nations. Work now in progress at the Laboratory, however, gives promise of the

-6 -
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development of processes for stabilization of fiber products economically.
That would be an end greatly to be desired, because again fiberboards ocan
take a very wide variety of qualities and species. For example, even the
old=growth, white-pooket Douglas-fir makes satisfactory kraft pulp and
satisfactory f'iberboard, and this sort of industry could use the wood waste
now developed in a wide range of forestry operations.

Now I come to one of the newest and most interesting fields in which re-
search is operating =-- the field of sandwich oconstructions One of the most
important applications of this type of construction is in the field of hous-
ing. We have at the Laboratory a small test unit built of various kinds of
panels developed on the sandwich construction prineiple. I hope you will
all see it while you are here, This work is all still in a highly experi=«
mental stage, but it could well bring about another revolution in housing.
And it will give us a field of usefulness for fiber products that will,
again, enable us to harvest very judiciously and wisely in our woodlands.

I must not close this discussion without brief reference to the possibilities
in wood sugar. I am certain that if our country were not blessed with such
a wealth of agricultural resources, the wood-sugar industry would have long
since become of major importance. I am also convinced that the development
of basic knowledge in the conversion of wood to molasses for stock feed and
as a base for fermentation industries and the growth of protein foods is
important in shaping our present program of national defense, and that it
will be important in a program of ample feed and food supply for a not too
distant future. Suffice it to say that we are continuing our exploration
of the possibilities in this field. Teohniocally we are in good shape. The
economics of the processes involved are still unknown.

Mey I close with this observation, Wood becomes more valuable as our great
industrial plant expands and our population increases. Wood helped tremendous=-
ly in the building of this country, and in the implementation of our industrial
plant, and it has now assumed major importance as an industrial raw material.
No other country in the world is so well equipped to use wood well as is the
United States; no other country could benefit more from forest products.

Viise utilization coupled with wise land use and good forest management can

give amazing wealth to our people from our forests.
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The Service Bids Farewell to Lyle Watts as Chief on (éﬂ’*”/(

No. 57 : July 2, 19562

The first morning of the Regional Foresters and Directors Meeting, held in the
Conference Room, South Building, June 27 to July 1, was devoted to Mr. Watts! 5%{:7
farewell message to members of his Staff, and to Mr. McArdle's acceptance of his

new responsibilities as Chief of the Forest Service. A

HIr. Watts said that in retiring at this time, he is simply following out what he
called his ten-year plan. In fact he is going out a little ahead of the time he
set 10 years ago, but for many reasons it seemed best to him to retire as of

June 30 instead of later in the year. He said he had hed a "swell" time for the
last 95 years, but that no one knows the burden of the Chief's job as he does. :

One of his biggest jobs as Chief, Mr. Watts stated, has been in restaffing the
Forust Service at the top level. For instance, out of our 10 Regicnal Foresters
8 were selected by him with the assistance of his Staff, all except 4 of our
Directors were. selected by him, all of the Assistant Chiefs except 1 and nearly:
ell of the Division Chiefs in the Washington Office are new., He said we have
leadership now that is better trained, better schooled in the philosophy of the
Forest Service, than at any time in its historye. This fact made it easy for him
to decide to retire; he knows that no one could get a better group of men to
carry on the leadership of the Service than we now have.

lire Viatts reviewed the progress made in various phases of our work and critically
compared it with what he believes should be our ultimate goals. "If I say things
eritical," he pointed out, "I am oriticizing myself because if anyone had the
authority to change anything I have had it."

Mre latts closed by saying, "You have & big job to do, you have the best organiza=
tion under the sun to do it with, and I am perfectly confident that the Forest
Service will make more progresa in the next ten years than it has made in any 10
years of its Llltory so. far.' :
Mr. licArdle sald he doubted if any Chief of the Forest Service had ever taken
office under more favorable conditions. He said he was deeply and humbly
appreciative of the many letters and words of encouragement and assurance he has
received during the past two weeka, for he felt they also expressed confidence in
the Forest Service.

Mr. McArdle pledged .his firm support of the Service and the principles for which
it stands. Me.sees no need for any immadlate radical change. in present policies
or programs -- as a matter of fact he helped make some of them -- but, he said,
these are chanpging times and we will have to be prepared to change with them.
One of the first things he is going to do is to get better acquainted with

1422 (over)



14:2 2 £y
natlonal forests and especlally with ?vrest Service people -- angd he plans on
getting out into the fleld as soon as Congress adaourns.~ 3 :

; 4 G e g
Mr. McArdle said he believes one of Lyle's biggest achievements is the teamwork
he has developed in the Forest Service -- not only here in the Washington Office
but also in the Regional Offices and Experiment Stations and between Washington
and the field., He believes this is the key to our success in the future.

The Chief's job, Mr. McArdle said, is now too big for any one person to handle .
alone; Forest Service success will depend upon the efforts of all of us. He
asked that we jointly and mutually rededicate ourselves to the principles for
which the Forest Service stands. He said that only as a hard—hlttlng, v1gorous,
and progressive team will we be atle to attaln those objectives.

- = m m o= = o

At a meeting in the Jefferson Auditorium on the afternoon of June 27, under
sponsorship of the Social Committee, the rest of the Forest Service family
expressed to Mr. Watts the high regard and deep affection they have for him.
Gifts from the Regions, Experiment Stations, and Laboratory were presented by
the Regional Foresters and Directors and from the Washington Office by Miss
Doris Bolian of Operatien, Chairman cf the Clerical Staff. This meeting was
conducted in a light vein, as.requested by lir. Watts. Assistant Chief Loveridge
acted as ilaster of Ceremonies. Presentation speeches were short and consisted
prineipelly of 'stories abeut Mr., Watts - his prowess as a fisherman, etc. In
his response) Mr. Watts told of some of the problems he was faced with as a
young forest officer and how he met them, the idea being (facetiously) to give
the future foresters som® hints as to how to get ahead in the Service. Following
the program, light refreshments were served by the Social Committees

On Saturday evening, June Zé,.a farewell dinner party was held at the Beltsville

Research Center for Mr. and lirs. Watts. Some 200 members of the Washington
Office, Alumni, Regional Foresters and Dirsctors, and friends, 1ncluding
Secretary and lirs. Erannan, were present. Again, in accordance with Mr.: Whtts’
wishes the program was kept on the "light side.": Future, Chief McArdle acted as
Master of Ceremoniesa iz it 3

The party started with a chicken dinner, W. 0. Division,Chiefs acting as waiters.
Following dinner, the assemblage was regaled with.sa slide show, narrated by
Assistant Chief Crafts, depicting in rather exaggerated terms highlights in the
life and achievements of "retiree" Watts. A beautiful.scroll, prepared by W.
Ellis Groben of the W. 0. Division of Engineering, was presented to lir. Watts.

Secretary Brannan paid tribute to ir. Watts.for the fine record.of public service
he-has given over the years and for the effective manner in which he has brought

the Forest Service into closer integration with the other bureaus in the! Depart- -

ment. He said he believes the Forest Service is probably the outstanding
administrative agency of the Federal Government., He said this is not only
because it has teen in business a long time but because it has had the fine
leadership of men like Lyle Watts. The Secretary presented to Iir. Watts.a
certificate appointing him Chief Forester Emeritus. by

2
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Mr. Watts expressed his appreciation for all the nice things that had been done
for him on the eve of his departure, told some more personal experience stories,
and closed by saying that while his work in the Service had been invaluable to
him, perhaps more than anything he treasures the friends he and Mrs. Watts have
made along the waye : :

The party concluded with dancing.

On June 24, Mr. Watts was also given a luncheon by a group of officials of the
Department of the Interior, and on June 26 the Secretary of Agriculture's staff
meeting was devoted meinly to a farewell statement by Mr. Watts to associates in
the Department of Agriculture.

Mr. Watts! Farewell Message

June 30, 1952
T0 THE PERSONNEL OF THE FOREST SERVICE:

It is with mixed feelings that I write this, my last official message.
There is a feeling of relief that I can now pass on to another the too=-
heavy burden of leadership in the wonderful work of the Forest Service.
There is a feeling of deep regret that the time has come to sever the
direct connection which I have enjoyed so much for nearly forty years.
You see, the Forest Service gave to me and to Nell the wonderful
opportunity we have had to serve the people of America. Whatever success
we have had is due to the splendid organization and the traditions of
public service of the Forest Service. It seems like a long road traveled
swiftly from the Sevier National Forest in Utah in 1911 to the position
of Chief, which I have held for nearly ten years.

The position of Chief, as do all positions in the Forest Service, calls

for youth, for vigorous physical stamina, and for unlimited mental

energys. Ten years is a long time to provide thet kind of dynamic leader-
ships I am sure you all know that I am particularly proud of the Service
tradition for early retirement. As a result of that tradition we now

have a young, aggressive, hard-hitting crew. Never has the average
competence of our personnel been so highe That statement is made without
detracting one iota from the amazing job we oldsters -~ many now retired -=-
did in building one of the truly great public-service organizations.

I am also proud of our tradition regarding tenure on any one job and of
the policy for transfer -- intra- and inter-regional. Carried out with
a heart and with judgment, it is good for our service to the public.

It results in new challenges being offered to our employees all the time.
It pays off in broad-gauge, well-gualified public servants. Under that
policy Nell and I have made a host of friends in many places inside and
outside the Service. I have made my quota of those who are not so
friendly, and I have never worried any about that.

-l
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So after 38 years in the Forest Service, nearly ten of which have been
as Chief, I am happy to abide with the tradition I have helped to build,
Besides, Nell and I just want to spend more time with owr six grand-
children (June 30, 1952, count), and I at long last will catch up on
some trout fishing, And may I sa2y that no two .people ever had so fine -
a career and so many fine friends as have we, The career has not ended,
nor has our ability to make friends for the Forest Service,

I know that there are some tough fights ahead, You are ready for them,
My only advice is: Never forget the basic philosophy on which the
Forest Service has grown great, "The greatest good of the greatest
number in the long run." The greatest number of people are little
people, and they are the ones who nced to be remembered,

Sincerely,

A o # _-" ".,f_/_,,r/ —”p’?f:}!/

= ‘:"T.:- B ; : g
- LYLE F, WATTS
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8912  MR. COCHRAYN Roay 107
THE FOREST AND TIMBER SUFPLY SITUATION IN THE DEFTNSE EMERGENCY

D ANM

I think I need not say anything to this group about the importance of
forest products in the defense program, As you probably remember, the war pro- -
duction planners started out in World "ar II thinking about wood as a nice
handy substitute for some of the critical war materials, Before the War was |
over they were wondering where they could find substitutes for wood, That mis-
take must not be made in the present emergency. Forest products are now classedV

among the essential defense materials. ——

§

“,

following World War II, the Forest Service made a reappraisal of the
forest situation in the United States. The facts we brought together showed
very definitely that our total forest resource is in unhealthy condition, that
we are heading for a period of tighter supply of some forest products. In fact,
we are already experiencing shortages of certain kinds of forest products, such
as large-size, hign-grade lumber and timbers and the kinds of wood needed for
some of the specialty uses. Lumber prices have skyrocketed wa: beyond the
average vrice index of other commodities, reflecting in part at least the fact
that our supply of good ocuality, readily accessible merchantable standing timber
is getting scarcer,

Qur reappraisal indicated a total volume of standing saw timber of about

16 hundred billion board feet., On the basis of earlizr estimates, which were
not closely comparable, that would represent a decrease of some 44 percent in
36 years, rrobably the actual decline in saw-timber volume was even greater,
Some of this decrease was to be expected, of course, as old growth forests were

being replaced by second growth,

1/ Statement by Lyle F:qﬁatts, Cﬂigf:_?orest-ggrvice, Us 8s Department of Agri-
culture, for the Agricultural iobilization Policy Board. June 22, 1951,



8912

Scventy-six percent of all our commercial forest area is east of the Great
Plains. But all this area now contains only about as much saw timber as the 6
percent of our commercial forest land in Western Oregon and "ashington, where
most of the last stands of old-growth timber remain,

We are noﬁ growing saw timber as fast as we are using it, Our reappraisal
showed thc total annual drain exceeding total annual growth by 50 percent. That
was on the basis of the 1944~45 rates of drain and growth. My guess would be
that the excess of saw-timber drain over growth is as great today. In other
words, we arc cating heavily into our forest capital of quality growing stock.

On the othcr hand, there is a near balance between drain (13.7 billion
cubic feet) and growth (13.4 billion cubic fcct) for all timber, including that
lcss than saw-timber size, However, 80 percent of the total drain is in saw
timber, particularly thc better softwoo’s, whereas much of the growth is in
small low-grade trees and inferior hardwoods,

I have attcmpted to give you tnis brief general picture of our over-all
forest resource situation as a background for what I want to tell you about
current activities. The point I want to emphasize is that we are up against a
mighty tough proposition if we arc to aeet the forest products needs of the
prescnt emergency without further scriously weakening our long-term forest re-
source base,

National forests

One of the resgonsibilitics of the forest Service is the protection and
managcument of the National Forests. These National Forests contain about 180
million acres of federal land located all the way from Alaska to rfuerto Rico,

Not including Alaska, they contain some 73 million acres of so-called commercial
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forecst land -- land that is bearing or is capablc of growing merchantable
timber, That is about 16 percent of all the commereial forsst land in the
United States, But this 16 percent of the commercial forest arca now contains
more than 30 percent of the Nation's total volume of standing saw timber,
National forest timber is thus becoming more 2nd more important in meeting the
country'!s needs for forest products,

The yearly output of timber from thc National Forests has been increased
to about three times what it was 10 years ago. This year the total cut will
exceed 4 billion board fect -- roughly 10 percent of the national total, The
receipts to the Federal Treasury will be close to 50 million dollars,

In each timber monagement working circle in the National Forests, the
yearly cutting budget looks to a permanent and continuing output of timber --
to what we forestcrs call a sustzincd yields. Production is not yet up to sus-
tained yield capacity, nowever, on many of our National forests, In the eastern
forests and also on many westeri arecas, timber growth still has to be brought
back on arecas that were deforested in the past. As the growing stock is built
up on these lands, the yszarly cut can gradually bc increascd. In the western
National Forests, the big bottlceneck to increased timber cut is lack of roads,
Substantial areas of maturc and overmature timber arc still inaccessible and
caanot be harvested until access roads are built,

The Forest Service estimates that construction of main-line log-haul roads
to reach the large stands of nationzl-forest timber now inaccessible would
make possible an increase of about 2 billion board feet a year over the current
timber-cutting rate. That would be a 50 percent inercase -- from the present

cut of around 4 billion feet to at lcast 6 billion fect., e in the forest
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Service would like to move ahead with this access road program just as rapidly
as possible, whils the contractors and equipment and skilled workers for road
construction work are available, Thoy may not be available later, as the de-~
fense program expands, or if total war comes, And the demand for that addi-
tional timber will accelerate with the increasing needs of the defense program,
It will be vitally important in the event of all-out mobilization,

Aside from the matter of national defense nceds, building these access
roads looks to us like a pretty good busincss proposition., The 2 billion feet
a year increasc in timber cut, at present prices, would bring an additional 20
million dollars a year into the Federal Treasury -- enough to cover the total
cost of the access roads in just a few years, and continuc as a sustained annual
income indefinitcly.

Some recently constructed access roads already have becn paying handsome
returns, In the Nezperce National Forest in Idaho, for example, 7 miles of re-
construction and surfacing brought in more than a third of the cost through timber
sale revenue in the first 12 months. In the Plumas National Forest, California,
7 milcs of ncw access roads werc completed in October, 1947, at a cost of $80,000.
By Scptumber 1, of the next year, 140,000 worth of national forest timber came
out over that road, It much more than paid for itsclf in léss than a yezar,

For the long pull, even greater timber production can be obtained from the
National Forests, It can be obtaincd with more intonsive m2nagement, ineluding
tighter control of fires and of insects and discases, close utilization to get
as much usable wood as possible from the trces cut, and silvicultural treatment
of young stands, such as thinning and weeding 2nd cruning, to speed growth and

improve quality, Also, morc than 3 million scres of good timber-growing land
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in the National forcsts is now deforested and nceds planting to restore it to
productivity,

Private Forest Lands

For the bulk of our timber supply, however, we must look to the privately-
owncd forest lards., They comprise the bulk -- about throe-fourths, in fact --
of our commercial forest are2, and generally thoy are the best and most accessi-
ble timber-growing lands., (Chart I). Herc the problsm is to build up a
seriously deficient growing stock for the long pull, whilc we continuc to meet
the currcnt needs for forest products, That isn't going to be easy, Building
up the growing stock would be relatively simple if we wanted to, or could, get
along with a grsatly reduced supply of forest products. But we can't do that -
least of all, in the present emergency. What we are up against - what the
situation calls for - is an expert job of cating our cake and having it too.

On the average, timber growth on private commercial forest lands is probably
less than half of what the land could and should produce. Our reappraisal
showed that 64 percent of all cutting on private lands was still poor or destruc-
tive, DMost of the rcst rated only fair; only 8 percent was up to really good
forestry standards,

We find the highest percentage of good practice on large industrial hold-
ings. Many of the big lumbcer and pulp and paper comganies are practicing good
forestry, Compared with the 8 percent of good practice on all private forest
lands, the larger holdings (5,000 acres and up) showed good or high order practice
on nearly 30 percent of the operating acreage., In the case of many of thecse
larger operators, much of the land on which they are now applying good forestry

is cut-over land, understocked with second-growth, So cven with the best of
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practice, quite a number of them are short of timber now, and this will continue
until their "brze farms" and other lands can grow new forests to merchantable
size,

Then too, the commercial forest land in industrial and other medium to large
holdings altogcther amounts to only 84 million 2cres. But there are 261 million
acres of commercial forest land in small holdings, divided among more than 4
million owners. (Chart II). About half of this land in small holdings is in
farms, and half in non-farm ownerships, hald by small-town merchants, bankers,
doctors, lawyers, rcal ostate men, speculators, and the like. A substantial
portion of our forest products supply comes from thcse forest lands in small
ownerships, farm and non-farm. And on these lands mors than 70 percent of all cut.
ting is still poor or dcstructive, The 261 million acres of private commercial
forest land in small owncrships is the heart of our forest problem, (Chart III),

As I see it, the present situation calls for making every possible effort
to foster and encourage good forestry practice on private lands, while we are
centinuing insofar as possible to get timber from these lands to meet essential
domestic demand and the defense program reguirements, Because of the declining
trend of the resource and the long-time nature of the emcrgency, time is of the
essences The Department of Agriculture has recently reaffirmed its opinion that
some form of public control of cutting and other forest practices is necessary te
keep lands reasonably productive and prevent forest deterioration. We should
centinue, and even intensify, whenever we can, other programs aimed at raising the
general level of forest management oractice and building up our forest growing
stock, About 75 million acres of good commercial timber-growing land, public and

private, is now so poorly stocked or deforcsted that planting is necessary to
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bring it back into production., Reforestation work should certainly go forward
as rapidly as pessible.

Now, I want to describe briefly some of our current activities in the de-
fense program,

Emergency Fire Protection

Under a directive from the Federal Civil Defense Administration, the Forest
Service and cooperating agencies are working on the preparation and assembly of
comprehensive plans for the protection of the Nation's forest and wild lands from
possible fire attacks through enemy action. The Department of Interier and the
State forestry departments of L3 States are cooperating in the preparation of
the operational fire plans, which will cover all told more than a billion acres
of forest and range land in continental United States and Alaska, C, A, Gustafson,
Chief of Forest Fire Control for the Forcst Service, has been named chairman of
a national committee to coordinate the program, Other members of the committee
are Joscph Kaylor ef Maryland, representing the State Foresters' Association;
John F, Shanklin of the Bureau of Land Management, Dcpartment of Interior; and
Howard J. Eberly, representing the Federzl-State cooperative forest fire pro-
tection program,

When organization is completed, it is anticipated that we shall be able to
mobilize quickly all presently available forcst fire fighting personnel and
equipment in thc cevent of z2n attack., Planning will also provide for additional
personnel, couipment, and facilitating gear that might be required for emergency
fire protection.

The forests of this country are highly vulnerablc to sabotage or enemy

attacke The Jzpanese knew that, you remember, when they made thzir long-distance
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attack on thc forests of the western United 3tates with incendiary balloons in
1945, If it had bsen a little later in the season, that balloon barrage might
have caused plenty of damage., Besides the direct damnige forest fires do to
timber, watersheds, and property -- and to human life -- they can disrupt
cemmunications and transportation, tiec up logging and other industrial operations,
and cause 2 big drain on the time of workcrs on the farms and in the factories —
time that would be much better spent at productive work,

Probably most of you havc never secn a really hot forest fire, When one
gets going strong, like the fires that roared across parts of southern Maine
three or four years ago, it is really a terriblc thinge.

Defense Production Activities

With respect to forest products, the President's Executive Order No, 10161
delegated functions under the Defensc Production Act to the Secretary of Commerce
and to the Secretary of Agriculture, There werc a lot of questions as to where
the division of responsibilities between Commerce and Agriculture should be,
Since forest industry is a highly integratcd industry, we in Agriculture believed
that any division of emergency authority between Departments would lcad to compli-
cations, In the intercst of focusing defense powers and dutics in thc defense
agencies, we felt that the National Sroduction Authority, which was set up in the
Commerce Department, should be the principal Government agency with which forest
industry would deal on defense production matters —- just as the War Production
Board was the principal agency during World “ar II. We insisted however that the
Forest Service be used in an advisory and facilitating capacity, for those jobs
which our widespread fisld organization zni our persommnel trained in forestry

and forest products were espccially equipped to handle., And by agreement between
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the Departments of Commerce and Agriculture, that is the way it is working
out,

We expect NPA to make full usc of thc Forest Service for any special studies
that may be needed to administer the action programs and overcome difficulties
in the forost products field, They have becn keeping us very busy,

With regard to 2pplications for accelerated tax amortization and for
Government loans for plant expansions, NPA rcceives the applications and makes
the final recommendations to Defense Froduction Administration, the certifying
authority. But when forest products are involved, it refers the application
to the Forest Service for ficld investigation and report.

The Forest Secrvice is primarily concerned with the adequacy of timber supply
in the territory tributary to proposed plant cxpansions. In the aggregate, the
proposcd expansions will amount to many millions of dollars and will reprcsent a
potential new drain on the country's timber resources of considerable. proportions.
Generally we report favorably on 2 proposcd expansion of plant facilitics wherever
the timber supply is adequate and there will not be an cxcessive concentration of
installed capzeity in the arca, But we do not want to be 2 party to any plant
expansion that would disrupt existing industry, or that would jsopardize sound
long-term developments by causing over-drain and depletion of the forest resources.

The Forcst Service is calling upon its ficld offices to make the nccessary
investigations on the ground. This menns that men already familiar with the
local situstion 2nd with ths for.st indusfries and thc forest conditions in the
area will study the local timber supply situation in connection with the proposal.
Up to June 1, 2 total of 165 applications from forest products industrics had

been referred by NPA to the Forest Service for review, These included 157
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applications for nccelerated tax amortization and & for government production
loans, Action had becen comploted for 132 of those applications and prompt action
was cxpceted on the remainder, llost of the applications were for additional ex-
pansions in the pulp and paper industry. Others were for inereased production
in softwood plywood and in lumber, and for wood treating plants.

A high proportion of the applications referred to us contemplate plant
expansions in the Southern Statess In many forest arcas the installed plant
capacity is already much in excess of the growth rate of local timber; but there
are a number of places in the South where expansion of plant capacity is
possikle and desirable, especially where the expansion is based on increased
utilization of hardwoods. The big development of the pulp and paper industry
in the South has made possible an increased utilization of small-sized trees and
hardwood spucies formerly unused, and that makes more intensive forest manage-
ment possible, A number of plant expansions in the South and elsewhere also are
bascd on the utilization of sawmill woste,

Rescarch Projects

The Forest Scrvice has under way a survey of the equipment, supplies, and
manpower needs of the primary forest products industries., Personnel is assigned
to this work from our rcgular research activities, The wood-using plants and
loggers have becn very coopcrative in providing the nesded information, Reports
have been completed for NPA, DPA, ~nd OPS on various problems, including the
pulpwood situation in the northern regions, and the general long-run timber
supply and requirenents situation in thg United States, Also we have completed
reports covering the log supply situation for the softwood plywood industries on
the Vest Cozst and the hardwood veneer and plywood industries in the Lake States
and the Jdortheast,
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Plans have becn made for 2 survey of the timber laminating industry, to
determine existing laminating facilitics, potentialities for expansion of the
industry, and requirements for specific equipment and supplics to meet pro-
spective requirements for laminated products, especially for the wooden ship
building prograi.

A survey of the chestnut tannin extract industry was made to appraise the
supply situation for chestnut cextract wood and wood procurement problems,

Studies have been made on the supply =znd availability of foreign forest products,
including cork and mzhogany.

Our Forcst Products Laboratory at Madison, Wisconsin, is making a number of
rescarch studies for the military agencies. Special investigations on the de-
sign and testing of containers are being made for the Chief of Ordnance, Depart-
ment of the Army. The Laboratory is also conducting special instruction courses
in packaging technique; for members of the armed forees and reprcsentatives of
defense industries,

The Laboratory's work on containcrs and packaging was onc of its big contri-
butions during World JWar II. Improvemunts in shipping containers and packaging
techniques not only greatly reduced damage to war material in transit, but re-
sulted in saving at least 10 percent in lumber requireients and 20 percent in
shipping-space requirements., In other words, thoy made it possible for 4 ships
te carry as much war material as 5 ships carried before,

The Leboratory also is doing rescarch on the so-called woed sandwiches for
the Air Force., Wood sandwiches consist of high-strength vencer surfaces glued
or ccemented to light-weight cores, thereby previding a strong, stiff, but light-

weight material which has been used in the manufacture of aircraft and certain
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types of boats. Sandwich construction may hove other possibilities, too -- for
instance for pancls for pre-fabricated houses.

The Forcst Service is making a comprehensive study for the Army Engineers
Corps, to analyze military requirements =2nd procurcment of timber products
during World War II, For the Corps of Engineers the Forest Products Laboratory
is completing a study of the current lumber procuremcnt, handling, storage and
utilization practices of thc military depots and other facilities, %e are also
participating in thc Task Group C Air Transport iobilization Survey, concerning
priority guides for the non-military uses of our craft, In thc mapping field,
more than 50 percent of the manpower of the Forest Service Ehotogrammetric Unit
are on special work for the Navy Hydrographic Office, preparing maps for defense
purpossas,

Now, to go back for a moment to the forest situation generally, as I attempted
to outline it at thc beginning, The way it looks now, we 2re going to be in A
semi~war economy for as far ahead as we can see, That means we should give
attention not only to the immediatec defense recguirements, but to the long-term
factors that make for the permanent strength of our cconomy,

In the present -obilization effort, we shall want to meet our timber-products
requireuments as far as possipble with good cutting practice, and with full regard
to the long-term interests of industrics and communities. Beyond that, there is
need to strengthen our over-all forest resource situations Our prospective semi-
war eccnomy will probably mean a long-continucd and hezvy drain on our resources,
While we meet present essentizl needs, we shall certainly want to see every
possible mcans taken to build up our forest growing stock, to strengthen our
resource base nation-wide, and to mctke our forests capable of meeting the re-
quirements of the future,
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