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ROBERT Y. STUARY- FEV CHIEF FORESSTER

Major R. Y, Stuart becomes Chisf Forester om May 1,
1928, Robvert Young Stuart was born on Pebruary 13, 1883,
in Carlisle, Tas., the som of ¥i liam Chalmers Stuart and Janet
(Norria) Stuart., He is of “eotch-Ivish ancestry.

He prepared st the Carlisle (Pa.) High School, and
received the dogree of B. A. in 1903 from ickinson College,
where he was a member of Phi Delda Theta and laven's Claw. le
gpent the suwmmer of 1903 in travel abroad and from Coteber,
1903 to June, 1904, was traveling eales agent for the Adumi=-
num Cooking Utensil Company of New Kensington, Pa. Tle grad=-
uated from the Yale Porest School with the degree of ¥, 7
in 1906, recsiving the degres of Y. A. that save year freu
Diokinacn College.

o was parried Degember 9, 1207, in Harrishurz, 'de.,
to ¥iss Janet Vilson of Harrisburg, and has two daughters.

Puring the swmer of 1905, before graduating from
Yale, Stuart was a forest atudent in the United States Yorest
Service. In July, 1906, he was a pointed forest assistant
for Vontans and mﬂ&em Idahe (Distriet 1) which position
he held un$il Jamuary 1, 1906, beooming forest inspeetor in
the same region. From Degember 1, 1508 fo Jamary 1, 1910,
he was assistant 8hief of operation, at ¥issoula, Vontana. He
was then pmoted $o assistant distriot forester of the same
Gistriet with headcuarters in Missoula, Yontauu. In Jamuary,

1913, he was appointed forest inspector in the braneh of
A Serclas” WB.Gulay' o-q0, vy



forest ransgement {(iiumber sales) in the Chisf Forester's of-
Tige, Yashington, U. T,

e remained as an inspector of itimber sales in the
vashington offlee fros 1913 %o 1917, whon upon the enirance
of the U. 3, inte the Yorid var, he volunteered for staff
duty with the first Forastry “ngineer troops and went teo
Franse in iugust, 1917, as a Captein of ‘ngireers. In Prance
he served unier Cole "¢ B, Gresley in tinbsr examinstion and
agouisition work, later beseming chief of the lLower Uyrennees
Forestey Section. He was in Trance wntil early in 1919, re-
turning Yo the United States as o major, and reentered the
Forest Jerviece. e stayed in the Covermmert Servies until
1680, when he left to beoorme assistant %o Gifford Pinchot,
Cormigsicner of Forestry of Vennsylvanis. Yhem I'r, Pinchot
becarne Governer of Pemnaylvanda in 1928, Stuart heocswe Jso~
retary of t e Pennsylvanla Department of Forests and Vaters.
Then, in Mareh, 1927, Stuart returned to his first love, the
Us 3. Forest Servies, tuking charge as Assistant Forester of
the branch of Publie Selations, in Vashington, 0. C. And
now, in 1928, he sueeeeds to the positidn of Chief Forsgter
of the U. 5. Forest Service. o has thus served in many
positions in the Forest Serviee from forest student, through
forest asseistant, forest inspeelor, assistant distriet forestor,
agalstant forester, to Chief Forester, and as assistant forest
somnigaioner and sesretary of the forestry depariment for
Pennaylvanis.

Be



Pennsylvania made notable strides in forsairy progress
under the leadership first of Pinehot, them of Stuart. 7o
list only the proposed $25,000,000 bond issue to buy state
foreats, its splendid state~wide system of Tire lockouls and
ite enormous fTorest nursery now twrning out 20 million feorbat
seedlings a year, shows the magnitude of the State's program
and the earnsatness with which its citizens view the forecatry
problem,.

He 18 a member of the Zplseopal shureh, He is a JSenior
Kember of the JSoclety of meriean Foresters, was its president
during 1927 and presided at the Z7th annusl peeting in San
Franoiseo, December 16-16, 1927, Ille is also a member of the
American Forestry Assceiation and the Order of Hoo Hooe

Hajor S%uart has thus had broad forestry experience
in both the Vest and the “ast, and 1s familiar through his
inspeetions with for st oconditions on the Pacifie Coast, in
the South, the lake States and Wew ngland, His 22 years of
publie serviee in the Forest Serviee, in the Army, and with
the “tate of Ponnsylvania, his wide experience in the fields
of administration, researeh and publie relations it him for
the nsw responaibilities that will soon eome t¢ him as head
of the Government's forostry workes

¥ajor Jtuart has been fn the Yorthwest several times
having spent several {ays here im Deecomber, 1927, His plans
eall for his s ending from Augest 1 %o August 15 in Oregon and
“ashingtons
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ROBERT Y. STUART

FERDINAND A. SILCOX

I don't have any information in hand on Bob Stuart. I do
know that*he started his career in the USFS, was a professional
forester. He left the FS and went with Pinchot to Pennsylvania
when Pinchot was Governor. Came back to FS as head of I&E and
went from I&E to Chief in 1928 -

7 Ble
/%
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Silcox was a professional forester, graduated MF 1905 at Yale.
Went to work for FS July 1, 1905 as a "Forest Assistant" which
grade later was called "Junior Forester". Became District
(Regional) Forester, R-1 in 1910 armd Chief in 1933,

He left FS sometime around 1918 and became an arbitrator for
printing industry. I'd say he had been out of FS about 13 years
when came back as Chief. Was personal friend of FDRoosevelt.

Some reference sources: "Who Was Who in America®

"Dictionary of American Biography"

Societ¥ of American Foresters (they have a
complete file -~ or did have --inecluding
applications for membership) -
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Biographical Sketch of Robert Y. Stuart

By Frank J. Harmon

Robert Y. Stuart had served for 13 years in administrative forestry posts
in the U.S. Department of Agriculture and for 7 years in the State of
Pennsylvania before becoming Chief of the U.S. Forest Service in May 1928,
succeeding William B. Greeley. Stuart took over at a time of increasing
Federal-State cooperation in fire protection and tree planting, and rapid
growth in State forestry, all encouraged by the Clarke-McNary Act of 1924, but
a continuing recession in lumber industry. A Timber Conservation Board
appointed by President Hoover resulted in a Forest Service report which led
Hoover to ask for restricted timber sales from National Forests.

Forest research was greatly stimulated and the nationwide timber survey
was begun with enactment of the McSweeney-McNary Act three weeks after he
became Chief. Reforestation and stand improvement on National Forest land was
boosted by the Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930. He put into effect a system of
primitive, wild and natural areas, and based grazing fees on livestock
prices. The Depression and the New Deal Administration of Franklin Roosevelt
resulted in sudden greatly increased responsibilities for the Forest Service

under Stuart. In March 1933 its big report to Congress, A National Plan for

American Forestry (Copeland Report) was issued, calling for more public

forests and their more intensive management. A few weeks later large funds
were made available for forest conservation and improvement, research, and
land acquisition, and the Civilian Conservation Corps was established. Stuart
and his assistants worked at top speed to get the first camps established and
forestry work there underway. Many new National Forests were established

during his term of office, and field work began for later establishment of
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National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest. Stuart died
October 23, 1933, leaving the new Chief, F.A. Silcox to carry on the expanded
work .

Stuart was a native of Pennsylvania and entered the Forest Service in July
1906 upon receiving his M.F. degree from Yale University, and began work in
the Northern Rocky Mountain District where he became Assistant District
Forester in charge of operation and then silviculture, which included timber
sales and planting. He served there under both Greeley and Stuart. In
November 1912 he followed Greeley to Washington to serve under him again, as
assistant chief of silviculture. After two years overseas in the 10th and
20th (forestry) engineer regiments in France during the first World War, where
he became a major, he returned to the Forest Service, but only for a year. He
resigned in 1920 to accept the post of Deputy Commissioner of Forestry in
Pennsylvania, serving under Commissioner Gifford Pinchot and then becoming
Commission in 1922 when Pinchot became Governor. In 1923 his position was
changed to Secretary of Forests and Waters. Early in 1927 he rejoined the
Forest Service as Assistant Forester in charge of Public Relations, and a year
later became Chief when Greeley left to take a post with the western forestry
industry.

Like Greeley, he favored encouragement of fire control and good forestry
practices on private land rather than regulatory action, although he saw great
damage by forest exp?o?%ﬁon. He believed better forest management would come
about by increased scientific knowledge, more Federal-State cooperation, more
and better State forestry agencies, relief from burdensometaxation, and the
example of National Forest management. He advocated enlarging Federal forest

holdings in the East, West, and Alaska to serve this function of practical



Ve

education by good example, and he urged cooperative study and action to insure
orderly marketing of timber to prevent overcutting and land depletion. He saw

that some restraint might be needed, but believed that should be left to the

States.

In March 1934 the forest tree nursery on the Kisatchie National Forest in

Louisiana was named by the Forest Service in his honor.

References:

Biographical sketches of Robert Y. Stuart prepared by Forest Service

information staff, in file of History Section, Forest Service.

Henry Clepper, Leaders in American Conservation, (New York: Ronald Press,

1971), pp. 308-09.

"Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker," by Henry Clepper, Journal of

Forestry 59:11 (November 1961), p. 800C.

Annual Reports of the Forester, 1928-1933.

Service Bulletin 17:23 (November 6, 1933), pp. 1, 2.
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Robert Young Stuart (1883-1933)
Fourth Chief of the USDA Forest Service (1928-1933)

Robert Stuart was born on a farm near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on February
13, 1883. He earned B.A. and M.A. degrees at Dickinson College in nearby
Carlisle, and entered the Forest Service in July 1906 upon receiving his M.F.
degree from Yale University. He began work in the northern Rocky Mountains
where in the great fire year of 1910 he became assistant District (Regional)
Forester, for operation, and then silviculture, which included timber sales
and planting. He served there under both William B. Greeley and Ferdinand A.
Silcox, who both also became Chiefs. In November 1912 he went to Washington

to serve under Greeley again as assistant chief of silviculture.

After two years overseas with Greeley in the Tenth and Twentieth (Forestry)
Engineer Regiments in France during the first World War, Stuart returmed to
the Forest Service, but only for a year. He resigned in 1920 to become deputy
Commissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania under Gifford Pinchot. Two years
later, when Pinchot became Governor, Stuart became Commissioner of Forestry in
Pennsylvania and, after 1923, Secretary of Forests and Waters. Early in 1927
Stuart rejoined the Forest Service as Assistant Forester in charge of public

relations, and became Chief a year later when Greeley resigned.

Although he was a Pinchot associate, Stuart, like Greeley, favored relying on
encouragement of fire control and other good forestry practices on private
land, rather than relying on Federal regulatory action. He advocated

enlarging Federal forest holdings in the East, West, and Alaska to promote



practical education by example, and he urged cooperative study and action to
insure orderly marketing of timber of prevent overcutting and forest
depletion. He recognized that some restraint of private cutting practices
might be needed, but understandably, with his State experience, preferred to

leave that to the States.



Robert Young Stuart - 2

Stuart's term as Chief saw forestry research greatly stimulated and a
nationwide timber survey begun following enactment of the McSweeney-Mclary
Act; reforestation and stand improvement on National Forests boosted by the
Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930; the implementation of a system of primitive
and natural areas under the L-20 regulation of 1929; and the revision of

grazing fees to reflect livestock prices.

The Depression and the New Deal resulted in greatly increased responsibilities
for the Forest Service. In March 1933 it compiled a two-volume report

requested by Congress, A National Plan for American Forestry (''The Copeland

Report'), calling for more intensive management and expansion of public
forests. A few weeks later, appropriations were expanded for forest
conservation and improvement, research, and land acquisition, while the
establishment of the Civilian Conservation Corps provided vast new manpower.
Stuart and his assistants worked at top speed to get the first camps
established and forestry work there underway. Many new MNational Forests were
established during his term of office, and field work began for later
establishment of National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest.
In 1933 Dickinson College conferred on him an honorary D.Sc. degree. Overwork
must certainly have contributed to Stuart's sudden death at his desk on

October 23, 1933, in his 5lst year.

References: Henry Clepper, 'Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker,' Journal

of Forestry 59 (Nov. 1961): 800. Harold K. Steen, The U.S. Forest Service:

A History (1976).

~--Frank J. Harmon
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Biographical Sketch of Robert Y. Stuart

By Frank J. Harmon

Robert Y. Stuart had served for 13 years in administrative forestry
posts in the U.S. Department of Agriculture and for 7 years for the State
of Pennsylvania before becoming Chief of the U.S. Forest Service in May
1928, succeeding William B. Greeley. It was a time of rapid growth of
Federal-State cooperation in fire protection and tree planting, and in
State forestry, but there was a continuing recession in the Tumber
industry which led to a policy of restricted timber sales from National
Forests.

Forest research was greatly stimulated and the nationwide timber
survey was begun with enactment of the McSweeney-McNary Act three weeks
after Stuart became Chief. Reforestation and stand improvement on
National Forest land was boosted by the Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930.
He put into effect a system of primitive, wild and natural areas, and
based grazing fees on livestock prices. The Depression and the New Deal
Administration of Franklin Roosevelt resulted in sudden greatly increased
responsibilities for the Forest Service under Stuart. In March 1933 its

big report to Congress, A National Plan for American Forestry (Copeland

Report) was issued, calling for more public forests and their more
intensive management. A few weeks later large funds were made available
for forest conservation and improvement, research, and land acquisition,
and the Civilian Conservation Corps was established. Stuart and his
assistants worked at top speed to get the first camps established and
forestry work there underway. Many new National Forests were established

during his term of office, and field work began for later establishment



of National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest. Stuart
died October 23, 1933, leaving the new Chief, F.A. Silcox, to carry on
the expanded work.

Stuart was a native of Pennsylvania. He entered the Forest Service
in July 1906 upon receiving his M.F. degree from Yale University, and
began work in the Northern Rocky Mountain District where he became
Assistant District Forester in charge of operation and then silviculture,
which iéﬁuded timber sales and planting. He served there under both
Greeley and Stuart. In November 1912 he followed Greeley to Washington
to serve under him again, as assistant chief of silviculture. After two
years overseas in the 10th and 20th (forestry) engineer regiments in
France during the first World War, where he became a major, he returned
to the Forest Service, but only for a year. He resigned in 1920 to
become Deputy Commissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvaniato Gifford Pinchot,

then becoming Commissioner in 1922 when Pinchot was elected
Governor. In 1923 his position was changed to Secretary of Forests and
Waters. Early in 1927 he rejoined the Forest Service as Assistant
Forester in charge of Public Relations, and a year later replaced
Greeleyas Chief.

Like Greeley, he favored encouragement of fire control and good
forestry practices on private land rather than regulatory action,
although he saw great damage by forest exploitation. He believed better
forest management would come about by increased scientific knowledge,
more Federal-State cooperaton, more and better State forestry agencies,
relief from burdensome taxation, and the example of National Forest

management. He advocated enlarging Federal forest holdings in the East,



West, and Alaska to serve this function of practical education by good

example, and he urged cooperative study and action to insure orderly

marketing of timber to prevent overcutting and land depletion. He saw

that some restraint might be needed, but would leave that to the States.
In March 1934 the forest tree nursery on the Kisatchie National

Forest in Louisiana was named by the Forest Service in his honor.

References:

Biographical sketches in file of History Section, Forest Service. Henry

Clepper, Leaders in American Conservation, (New York: Ronald Press, 1971).

"Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker," by Henry Clepper, Journal of

Forestry 59:11 (November 1961). Annual Reports of the Forester,

1928-1933. Service Bulletin 17:23 (November 6, 1933).
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Biographical Sketch of Robert Y. Stuart

By Frank J. Harmon

Robert Stuart was born in Cumberland County, Pa., in 1883. He entered the
Forest Service in July 1906 upon receiving his M.F. degree from Yale
University, and began work in the Northern Rocky Mountain District where he
became Assistant District Forester in charge of operation and then silvicul-
ture, which included timber sales and planting. He served there under both
Greeley and Silcox. In November 1912 he followed Greeley to Washington to
serve under him again, as assistant chief of silviculture. After two years
overseas in the 10th and 20th (forestry) engineer regiments in France during
the first World War, where he became a major, he returned to the Forest
Service, but only for a year. He resigned in 1920 to become Deputy
Commissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania under Gifford Pinchot and two years
later became Commissioner when Pinchot was elected Governor. In 1923 his
position was changed to Secretary of Forests and Waters. Early in 1927 he
rejoined the Forest Service as Assistant Forester in charge of Public
Relations, and a year later replaced Greeley as Chief.

Like Greeley, Stuart favored encouragement of fire control and good
forestry practices on private land rather than regulatory action. He
advocated enlarging Federal forest holdings in the East, West, and Alaska to
serve this function of practical education by good example, and he urged
cooperative study and action to insure orderly marketing of timber to prevent
overcutting and land depletion. He saw that some restraint might be needed,
but preferred to leave that to the States.

Forest research was greatly stimulated and the nationwide timber survey

was begun with enactment of the McSweeney-McNary Act three weeks after Stuart



became Chief. Reforestation and stand improvement on National Forest land was
boosted by the Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930. Stuart put into effect a
system of primitive, wild and natural areas, and based grazing fees on
livestock prices. The Depression and the New Deal Administration of Franklin
Roosevelt resulted in sudden greatly increased responsibilities for the Forest
Service under Stuart. In March 1933 its two volume report to Congress, A

National Plan for American Forestry (Copeland Report) was issued, calling for

more intensive management of public forests and their expansion. A few weeks
later large funds were made available for forest conservation and improvement,
research, and land acquisition, and the Civilian Conservation Corps was
established. Stuart and his assistants worked at top speed to get the first
camps established and forestry work there underway. Many new National Forests
were established during his term of office, and field work began for later
establishment of National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest.
Stuart died October 23, 1933, leaving the new Chief, F.A. Silcox, to carry on

the expanded work.

References:

1. Henry Clepper, Leaders in American Conservation (New York: Ronald Press,

1971), pp. 308-09.

2. Henry Clepper, "Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker," Journal of

Forestery 59:11 (November 1961), p. 800.

3. U.S. Forest Service, Annual Reports of the Forester, 1928-1933.

4. U.S. Forest Service, Service Bulletin 17:23 (November 6, 1933), pp. 8-9.




From Journal of Forestry

, Vol. 31, No. 8, December 1933

ROBERT YOUNG STUART

By HERBERT A. SMITH

Assistant Forester, United States Forest Service

AJOR ROBERT YOUNG STU-
ART, D. Sc., Chief of the
United States Forest Service,

was instantly killed by a fall from a
seventh-floor window of the Atlantic
Building, the Washington headquarters
of the Forest Service, on the morning of
Monday, October 23, 1933.

The precise circumstances are un-
known. He had begun the day’s work
betimes, alone, in a room that was
probably overwarm. Rising from the
papers which had begun to receive his
attention (as was evident from their place
and condition on his desk) he seems to
have crossed to the Associate Forester’s
ofice, found no one there, lifted a win-
dow for air, and in a sudden onset of
vertigo or fainting lost his balance and
fallen outward.

He had had occasional attacks of ver-
tigo for some time, had been indisposed
over the week-end, and had almost yielded
that morning to Mrs. Stuart’s plea that
be stay at home and get more rest. For
two months or more, indeed, he had been
suffering from the effects of the severe
grain which the enlarged responsibilities
and opportunities for forestry under the
“New Deal” had involved. But he had
beld himself sternly to his task, with no
outward evidence discovered even by his
closest associates that his powers of en-
durance were becoming seriously over-
taxed.

On the day of his death he was at his
desk a full hour before the official time
of opening. At the door of the Atlantic
Building he had smiled encouragement
and assurance to his anxious wife, as they

{ parted. Many know that smile of “Bob”
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Stuart’s—of our strong, trusted, capable,
loved leader; and we are sure that he
walked that morning to his accustomed
post of duty and his unexpected death
with a will set to meet firmly whatever
the day might have in store.

For in him courage, purpose, and high
resolve were matters of course. With
them were singularly combined simplic-
ity, genuineness, heartiness, and friendly
spirit. A very rock of a man in depend-
ability and uncompromising loyalty of
motive, he was also unassuming, ap-
proachable, deeply human, considerate,
generous. There was nothing aloof, pre-
tentious, or austere in his makeup. Of
Scotch-Irish blood, he blended with
sturdy ruggedness of character a qual-
ity of homely warmth, openness of sym-
pathy, quick and deep responses and
wide interests. He was a noble comrade,
a staunch friend, a true American of the
best kind; country-bred without provinci-
ality, democratic without a trace of com-
monness. None could know him without
admiration and trust, nor lose him with-
out lasting grief.

The pages of the JourRNAL oF FoORESTRY
in one or two recent issues have dis
closed a disposition in some quarters to
disparage the quality of public leadership
in forestry matters exercised of late from
within the profession. While it is not
uncommon for side-line critics watching
the game to criticize the choice of plays,
it does not necessarily follow that ad-
vance toward the goal would in fact have
been facilitated had their desired field
strategy been pursued. With all that has
been said in mind, the writer cannot do
otherwise here than express his deep con-




viction that both the leadership of the
Forest Service and the exercise of such
public leadership as was within his power
by the late Chief of the Forest Service
needs no defense, but has been through-
out competent, sagacious, and far-seeing
as well as deeply conscientious and in-
spired by the strongest sense of responsi-
bility. Regarding the latter there can be,
it is true, but one mind.

Major Stuart was born in South Mid-
dleton Township, Cumberland County,
Pa., February 13, 1883. His early edu-
cation was in the grade schools of Penn-
sylvania, at first in Harrisburg and later
at Carlisle, where he also went through
high school and attended Dickinson Col-
lege. He received his B. A. degree from
Dickinson in 1903, aided his father in
business for a year, and then enrolled
in the Yale School of Forestry, where
he was graduated with the M. F. degree
in 1906—three years after William B.
Greeley, whom he was later to succeed
as Chief of the Forest Service, and one
year after Ferdinand A. Silcox, who
succeeds him. In the same year he re-
ceived the degree of M. A. from Dickin-
son College. Along with his fellow-stu-
dents at Yale he thereupon took his
place in that relatively small group of
early foresters who began in 1900 to
enter the ranks of the profession with an
American training, and to follow the still
earlier and smaller group of pioneer
leaders. Upon them was to fall the
major part of the task of establishing
on firm foundations the great and ever-
growing superstructure of forestry in the

United States.

Forestry is too new a thing in the
United States to have developed a sub-
stantial retired list. But the men who
came from the forestry schools during the
first decade of the century are today the
veterans. The present outlook strongly
suggests that forestry may be moving
forward into a fresh period of rapid ex-
pansion and new adjustments. If so, the

JOURNAL OF FORESTRY

year 1933 is likely to stand as a land-
mark, signalizing the transition from the
cycle of the first third of the century to
a mid-century larger place in the national
life. In the nature of things, it will be
a period of changing leadership as the
foresters of the second generation take
over the roles which their predecessors
have hitherto filled. Of the latter many,
it can be hoped and expected, will re-
main long on the stage; but the period
which is peculiarly theirs is at an end

To Major Stuart fortune assigned the
role of leadership of the Forest Service
during a half-decade when little progress
could be made—a hard period of strug.
gle against checks and restraints of many
kinds. He fought vigorously and stead.
fastly to move towards new positions, and
to organize the forces at his disposal for
their most effective employment; he was
given the welcome opportunity to see the
way suddenly open ahead; but he was
not privileged to go on into the land of
fulfillment of his hopes. By his un-
timely death his record was closed at
the turning point—if the future confirms
that it is the turning point—when the
cycle inaugurated with the advent of
Gifford Pinchot had swung through its
full course.

One of the striking evidences of Mr.
Pinchot’s early success in awakening the
interest of the Nation in forestry matters
was the number and the quality of
young men who, as soon as technical
schools for training foresters were es-
tablished, turned to the new profession.
For it was a profession with a wholly
unpredictable future; those who entered
it did so on faith. Compared with the
numbers of the students preparing for
other professions, of course, the embryo
foresters were few indeed, in the nature
of the case. The major appeal was to
men with a readiness for adventure, a
bent toward an outdoor life, and zeal
for public service. That the result was
to bring into the schools a highly




ROBERT YOUNG STUART

selected group of men is evidenced by
reading the rolls of the early classes,
thickly studded with names familiar to
every forester.

Stuart’s class was the fifth to emerge
from the Yale School of Forestry. The
Forest Service had been formed less
than a year and a half before. Stuart had
had a month’s temporary employment in
it, as “Forest Student,” in the early fall
of 1905. On July 2, 1906, he was ap-
pointed a Forest Assistant and sent t>
Montana, with assignment to the Hell
Gate National Forest, under Supervisor
E. A. Sherman.

After two years of timber-sale work,
mainly on the Hell Gate, Stuart was pro-
moted, July 6, 1908, to the grade of
Inspector and attached to the inspection
district headquarters at Missoula, Mont.,
with Sherman then its chief. On Decem-
ber 1 of the same year, when the Forest
Service reorganization that converted the
six western inspection districts into ex-
ecutive districts went into effect, Stuart
became Assistant Chief of Operation in
District 1. His promotion to Assistant
District Forester in charge of Operation
in the same District took place January
1, 1910. This rise in three and one-half
years to a position which at the present
time would not normally be filled by a
man with less than 15 years of adminis-
trative experience was not an exceptional
rate of promotion for capable men in that
formative period. Directly above him
were District Forester Greeley and As-
sociate District Forester Silcox—who in
1911 succeeded Greeley.

On November 1, 1912, Stuart was
transferred to the Washington office of
the Forest Service and promoted to the
second place in the Branch of Silvicul-
ture, acting as inspector under Branch
Chief Greeley. There followed participa-
tion in four and one-half years of steady
upbuilding of technical standards and
administrative efficiency in the national
forest timber-sales work. In the spring
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of 1917 came the entrance of the United
States into the World War; and Stuart
sought and was accorded military leave,
to take a captain’s commission in the
10th (Forest) Engineers. He was over-
seas from September, 1917, to June, 1919.

Upon his arrival in France he was
assigned to headquarters of the American
Expeditionary Force, to assist in the
acquisition of timber for the operations
of the 10th and 20th Engineers—the two
forest regiments. He was promoted tt
Major October 1, 1918, with assignment
to general headquarters at Chaumont to
assist in cordwood acquisition’ for the
advance section. On February 19, 1919,
he became commanding officer of the
5th Battalion of the 20th (Forest) Engi-
neers and district commander of the for-
est troops in the Gien District. For his
services with the American Expeditionary
Force he received a citation from General
Pershing.

He returned to the Forest Service July
19, 1919, but resigned May 15, 1920, to
accept the position of Deputy Commis-
sioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania, under
Gifford Pinchot as Commissioner. This
was Pinchot’s personal selection for hie
right-hand man on assuming the com-
missionership. Major Stuart succeeded to
the office in 1922, following Pinchot’s
resignation to stand for Governor. On
June 15, 1923, after Pinchot’s election
the previous November, Stuart was ele-
vated to the newly created position of
Secretary of Forests and Waters. This
placed him in the Governor’s cabinet and
gave him one of the leading assignments
in Pinchot’s first administration of the
affairs of the State of Pennsylvania.
Among the varied duties which thus fell
to him were service as a member of the
Tri-State Delaware River Treaty Com-
mission, from 1923 to 1927, and as
Chairman of the Pennsylvania Sesqui-
centennial Committee in charge of the
commemorative Exposition of 1926.

Upon the expiration of Governor Pin-
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hot’s term of office Major Stuart re-
mtered the United States Forest Service,
february 16, 1927, as Assistant Forester
in charge of the Branch of Public Rela-
iions. Including as this Branch does
ithe conduct of codperation with the states,
{the new position brought him into close
jtouch with the public problems of for-
testry in all parts of the country, and
ot least in the Eastern States. These
problems were carefully studied; at the
i same time the relations between the
i Service and state forestry agencies were
{ srengthened and made more sympathetic
{than perhaps ever before. Upon the
4 resignation of Colonel Greeley as For-
sster and Chief of the Forest Service,
‘ May 1, 1928, Major Stuart was chosen
: to take the vacated place.

. In appointing him, Secretary of Agri-
culture Jardine acted upon the advice
of Colonel Greeley, who had picked his
successor just as he had himself been
picked for the place by Colonel Graves
on his retirement. The Forest Service is
proud of its ability to develop competent
leadership; and there was no question of
the competence of the new Forester or
of the wisdom of the succession. But
the task assumed was one of manifest
difficulties and perplexities; and these
were not to grow less as the years passed.
The Forest Service was strong internally,
and under Major Stuart has made steady
progress as an organization keyed up to
render public service of a high order.
Externally, however, the conditions were
exceedingly unfavorable for pushing for-
ward comparably with the forestry needs
of the country.

The pressure for retrenchment in ex-
penditures; the demand for curtailment
rather than expansion of all forms of
governmental activity, and especially of
federal activities; the determined insis-
tence on the superior capacity of state
and local agencies, as against a central
agency, to take care of the public wel-
fare; the exaltation of business individ-
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ualism, and the ascendancy of the coun-
sels of the spokesmen for business in the
shaping of public policies; the constant
harping on the dangers and the inepti-
tudes of “bureaucracy”—all these were
symptoms both of a state of the public
mind and of a governmental attitude
highly unsympathetic with advocacy of a
vigorous course of action. The plain fact of
the matter is that during most of the five
years that Stuart was Chief of the For-
est Service he had in large measure to
spend himself battling against obstacles
and adverse forces.

Some of the obstacles were due to the
constantly growing complexity and cum-
bersomeness of the governmental ma-
chinery which has to be worked to get
anything done. For a number of years
there has been a conspicuous trend in the
federal establishment towards setting up
centralized checks and controls of wvari-
ous kinds, which act as a ball and chain
on executive performance through divi-
sions of authority, diffusions of respon-
sibility, slowed-down action, and costly
waste of effort. The burden of inertia thus
imposed not only hampers effective per-
formance—more disheartening than hos-
tility or open opposition—but also de-
presses the spirit. When all the circum-
stances are impartially weighed, the de-
gree of progress actually made in devel-
oping public policies of forestry and in
enlarging programs and performances
during Major Stuart’s five years calls for
admiration.

All in all his leadership of the Forest
Service was a leadership of poise, vision,
and competence. Without leting himself
become swamped in detail, he kept him-
self acquainted with all that he needed to
know in order to guide and decide
properly. Never hurried, he was con-
spicuously accessible and prepared to
consider promptly, carefully, and thor-
oughly whatever needed his attention.
His powers of work were very great, his
mind open, his judgment level, his de-
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cisions clear-cut, his will unvacillating.
He commanded in full the respect, trust,
and loyalty of those under him, and was
able to unite them in effective term wo:k.

The Forest Service is not a machine
which requires a driving power from
without in order to operate, but has a
life of its own. It was definitely a part
of Major Stuart’s policy, as its head, to
foster the spirit of initiative and self-
development which, for want of a better
term, goes by the somewhat misleading
name of “Forest Service democracy.” Its
essence is codperation for a common end,
plus an insatiate quest of new and better
ways. As an organization the Forest
Service unquestionably is stronger, more
close-knit, and more efficient in its func-
tioning than it was a half-decade ago;
and for this the quality of its leadership,
always sympathetic and encouraging but
with no lack of firm control, must be
given no small portion of credit.

In succeeding to Colonel Greeley’s
position as Forester Major Stuart fell
heir to membership on the National
Capital Park and Planning Commission,

JOURNAL OF FORESTRY

on which he served continuously to the
time of his death, with deep interest in
its work. He also succeeded Greeley as
chairman of the Forest Protection Board,
made up of representatives of the vari.
ous federal bureaus directly or indirectly
concerned in the protection of federal
timbered lands and designed to bring
about a better coordination of Pprotective
activities for these lands. He gave freely
of his time to the service, in various
capacities, of the Society of American
Foresters, of which he became a member
in 1911 and a fellow member in 1930;
in 1927 he was its President. He was
a member of the Masonic order, and of
the college fraternity of Phi Delta Theta,
He was married December 9, 1907, to
Janet M. A. Wolson, of Harrisburg, Pa,
who survives him, with their two chil-
dren, Janet Crichton, born July 19, 1920,
and Helen Roberta, born January 22,
1924. His body lies in the Stuart burial
plot at Carlisle, Pa., where each genera-
tion of the family from the time of the
Revolution is represented. On the ma-
ternal side the family history in Penn-
sylvania spans two full centuries.
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THE STATE FORESTERS OF PENNSYLVANIA e M- L7
BY
SAMUEL S. COBB, DIRECTOR

PENNSYLVANIA BUREAU OF FORESTRY

Forestry, as a function of the process of State Government, came
to Pennsylvania early. It was one of the handful of States to formally
initiate a state forestry program prior to the year 1900.

The term "State Forester" has, over a period of many years,
become the title attached to those individuals who have served as the
chief administrafor for the various State Governmental agencies that are
responsible for the implementation of forestrg at the State level. In
most cases the individual's actual work title varies from State ‘to
State. It has also varied, over time, within a State. Such has been
the case in Pennsylvania during the eighty years existence of its
governmental forestry progran.

For the purpose of this series of individual sketches I have
selected, as the men to be considered the State Forester, those who
served as the Chief Administrator for the forestry activities within the
Department. These men have, as you will see, carried a variety of
official titles. The term "State Forester"” has never had official

standing in Pennsylvania.



e Robert Y. Stuart (1922-23)

The man who succeeded Gifford Pinchot, to become Pennsylvania's
fourth State Forester, was R. Y. Stuvart. Major Stuart had served as
Deputy Commissioner of Forestry under Pinchot, until the latter took
leave to run for Governor in April of 1922. Stuart served as Acting
Commissioner until Pinchot's inauguration in January 1923, whereupon he
was appointed by the new Governor. He had already recorded an outstanding

career in both professional forestry and in the military.

Robert Young Stuart was born in Cumberland County's South Middleton
Township on February 13, 1883. His elementary and secondary schooling
was received in the public schools of Harrisburg and Carlisle. He
attended Dickinson College at Carlisle, graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in 1903. He then matriculated at the Yale University School

Forestry
of Forestry, receiving his Master of Arts Degree in 1906. Upon graduation
from.Yale he joined the U. S. Forest Service and was assigned to duty on
the new National Forests in the Northern Rocky Movntalin area. There he
served with incréasing distinction under then District Foresters William
B. Greeley and Ferdinand Silcox, both subsequently Chiefs of the Forest
. Service. In November 1912 he was transferred to the Washington Office
as Assistant Chief of the Silvicultural Branch. He remained in that
-capacitg until 1917, when following the entry of the United States into
World War I, he took military leave and was commissioned as a Captain in
the 19th (Forestry) Engineer Regiment. Stuart was sent to France in
September of 1917 and assigned to the American Expeditionary Force
headquarters. His duties were to secure timber for the 10th and 20th
Engineers, the two forestry engineer units overseas. He was promoted to

the rank of Major in October 1918 and later commanded the Fifth Battalion,

20th Engineers. =

R T

R AR S SN BT

et g e T s B i &




sLudIL b o

- e
o x

Stuart returned to the U. S. in June, 1918 and.rejoined;théw
Forest Service in July. A

In May of 1920 he resigned from the Forest Service to become
Deputy Cohmissioner for the Pennsylvania Department of Forestry.

During Major Stuart's tenure as State Forester, running from
April of 1922 until June of 1923, he continued the work pushed by Pinchpt
in developing the forest fire lookout system, strengthening the new
District system and in the purchase of land for the growing State Forest
system. Then in June; 1923 Pinchot appointed Stuart to the Cabinet
level post as the first Secretary of the new Department of Forests and
Waters. In that capacity, as overall administrator of the Department,
in which Forestry was now a Bureau, Stuart maintained a close relationship
with the.State's public forestry activities. He also served as a member
of the Tri-State Deslaware River Treaty Commission and in 1926 was Chairman
of Pennsylvania's Sesquicentennial Committee which staged the great
Exposition in Philadelphia.

With the end of Governor Pinchot's first term of office, Stuart
returned to the ﬁ. S. Forest Service in February of 1927 as Assistant
Chief in charge of Public Relations. ©On May 1, 1928 he was appointed
Chief of the Forest Service, succeeding William B. Greeley.

R. Y. Stuart was to serve as Chief of the Forest Service at a
time of momentous events in the forestry sphere. When the great depression
struck and Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President, it fell to
Stuart to lead the Forest Service into the hectic emergency programs
that ensued. He was ready and willing and to his credit must go the
start of the historic Civilian Conservation Corps Program and vastly
equnded programs of land acquisition and road and trail development on
the National Forests. To Pennsylvania, with its growing State Forests,

the C.C.C. program led to much the same tremendous development in roads,
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trails and recreational facilities as was true on the National Forests.
Then, suddenly on the morning of October 23, 1933, Robert Stuart
died, in the best tradition of foresters and cowboys, with his boots on

and at work in the dawning of a new week of intense activity.

.
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Mai. Stuart was Appointed
Flziester - 1928 WE MOURN OUR CHIEF

With grief beyond meazure, the Forest Service records the loss of its loved, trusted,
and honored Chief. Major Stuart died at his post of duty. Though ill, he came to the
Atlantic Building Monday morning (October 23) betimes, to enter upon the work of the week.
Before the official opening hour, his work and life had reached their sudden and tragic
end.

Officials in all branches of Government Departments in Washington are deeply shocked
by the death of Major Stuart,

Word of the tragedy reached Secretary Wallace in New York by telephone. "I am pro-
foundly moved," the Secretary saia “Major Stuart was carrying lieomendous (Sopunweibilitics
in connection with the emergency programs. His death is a great loss to all of us, both
personally and officially. He was an efficient, highly respected public servant, not only
in the national task of rehabilitating our foresis, but also in the new and stirenuous work
of guiding the forestry work of the Civilian Conservation Corps and of helping with many

phases of the public works program." £
"Major Stuart made lasting and noteworthy contributions to American foresiry," As-
sistant Secretary Tugwell said. "Under his direction we have seen the development of a

cocperative policy in forestry, a policy which coordinates the activities of Federal, State,
and private interests in timber and water conservation. The 'National Plan for American
Forestry,' for which he was so largely responsible and which he placed before Congress during
the last session, is a monumental piece of work. For the first time it lays the founda-
tion for a national program of forest planning. This broadly conceived plan synthesizes
the best and most forward-looking ideas in Federal, State, and industrial forestry and,
when finally adopted, will guarantee the permanence and wise use of our forest resources.

"Under Majcr Stuart's leadership we liave seen the development of a comprehensivs
forest research program as authorized by the McNary-McSweeney Act. We have seen a rapid
improvement in efficiency of National Forest administration, resulting in a marked increase
in the effectiveness of fire control which resulted this year in the lowesti losses ever re-
corded on the National Forests. He was responsible for the establishment of the primitive
area and natural area policy which insures the permanence of unmodified areas of forest
land for educational, scientific, and recreational purposes; and for the establishment of a
new policy of grazing use on the National Forests, under which the fees are based on live-
stock prices rather than on a fixed-price basis. Major Stuart was vitally interested in and
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saw the completion of the Forest Taxation Inquiry which proposes an equitable basis of
taxing forest lands; he showed that a fair tax system should insure that conservation areas
carry their fair share of the tax burden but at the same time should not prohibit or dis-
courage their utilization for conservation purposes.

"I recently visited a number of the National Forests. I was deeply impressed by the
efficient organization which Major Stuart supervised. I know that the entire Service and all
citizens interested in conservation will miss his leadership in a field to which he devoted
his life."

Major Stuart became Chief Forester in 1928. He entered the Forest Service in 1908
as a forest assistant immediately after his graduation from the Yale School of Forestry.
For the past 27 years - with the exception of the War period when he was a commissioned
officer in the Forestry Engineers' branch of the A.E.F. and for a time when he was Deputy
Commissioner and later Commissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania — Major Stuart was engaged
in conservation work for the Federal Government. He literally grew up in the Service,
entering the Forest Service just one year after it was established under President Theodore
Roosevelt.

Since 1928 the United States has made a large extension of the National Forestis,
particularly in the Eastern States. Major Stuart worked tirelessly for this acquisition
program and was recognized as a leading exponent of Federally managed forests.

He was a member of the National Park and Planning Commission and of the Society of
American Foresters.

We of the Forest Service knew him best and worked with him in his various tasks under-
taken in the full spirit of the Forest Service ideal of the Nation's best interest. He
earned our loyalty, our respect, and commanded our utmost effort. To the many tributes
from his fellovs in official life we add our own of affection and esteem and deepest sor-
Tow.

A FUEL HYGROGRAPH
By H. T. Gisborne, Northern Rocky Mt. For. Expt. Sta.

In order to obtain more continuous records of certain factors of fire danger at look-
out, smokechaser, and guard stations, automatically recording instruments are needed so
that even when the station operator is away chasing smoke the record will not be lost.
Hygrothermographs serve this purpose for humidity and air temperature, and recording anemo-
meters are available - at $225 each - for wind velocity. But until recently there was no
method for automatically recording duff and wood moisture.

Last March, starting with a crude sketch that might have been attributed to Lucifer
K. Butts, the writer described to M. E. Dunlap, of the Forest Products Laboratory, the ob-
jectives which we hoped to attain instrumentally. Matt promptly went into a huddle with
himself, called a few signals to the instrument shops of the University of Wisconsin, and by
mid=July "Mrs. Robot," as this device is now called, was on her way to a touchdown.

Operated continuously from July 20 to September 20, this instrument gave us the first
minute-by-minute record of duff and wood moisture ever obtained. In addition, Dunlap had
incorporated a wind record, thereby eliminating the $225 cost of a single magnet register.
The present instrument is, therefore, really more than a fuel hygrograph, but the only other
appellation proposed - '"Forest Xerograph" - sounded somewhat too epideictical for everyday
use,
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WE MOURN OUR CHIEF

With grief beyond measure, the Forest Service records the loss of its loved, trusted,
and honored Chief. _Major Stuart died at his post of duty. Though ill, he came to the
itlantic Building Monday morning (October 23) betimes, to enter upon the work of the week.
Before the official opening hour, his work and life had reached their sudden and tragic
end.

? Officials in all branches of Government Departments in Washington are deeply shocked
by the death of Major Stuart,

Word of the tragedy reached Secretary Wallace in New York by telephonme. "I am pro-
foundly moved," the Secretary said. "Major Stuart was carrying tremendous responsibilities
in connection with the emergency programs. His death is a great loss to all of us, toth
personally and officially. He was an efficient, highly respected public servant, not only
in the national task of rehabilitating our forests, but alse in the new and strenuous work
of guiding the forestry work of the Civilian Conservation Corps and of helping with many
phases of the public works program.”

"Major Stuart made lasting and noteworthy contributions to American forestry," As-
sistant Secretary Tugwell said. "Under his direction we have seen the development of a
cooperative policy in forestry, a policy which coordinates the activities of Federal, State,
and private interests in timbter and water conservation. The 'National Plan for American
?oresiry,' for which he was so largely responsible and which he placed before Congress during
the last session, is a monumental piece of work. For the first time it lays ihe founda-
tion for a national program of forest planning. This broadly conceived plan synthesizes
the best and most forward-looking ideas in Federal, State, and industrial forestry and,
when finally adopted, will guarantee the permanence and wise use of our forest resources.

"Under Major Stuart's leadership we have seen the development of a comprehensive
forest research program as authorized by the McNary-McSweeney Act. We have seen a rapid
improvement in efficiency of National Forest administration, resulting in a marked increase
in the effectiveness of fire control which resulted this year in the lowest losses ever re-
corded on the National Forests. He was responsible for the establishment of the primitive

area and natural area policy which insures the permanence of unmodified areas of forest
land for educational, scientific, and recreational purposes; and for the establishment of a
new policy of grazing use on the National Forests, under which the fees are based on live-
stock prices rather than on a fixed-price basis.

Major Stuart was vitally interested in and
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saw the completion of the Forest Taxation Inquiry which proposes an equitable basis pf
taxing forest lands; he showed that a fair tax system should insure that conservation areas
carry their fair share of the tax burden but at the same time should not prohibit or dis-
courage their utilization for conservation purposes.

"I recently visited a number of the National Forests. I was deeply impressed by the
efficient organization which Major Stuart supervised. -I know that the entire Service and all
citizens interested in conservation will miss his leadership in a field to which he devoted
his life."

Major Stuart became Chief Forester in 1928. He entered the Forest Service in 1906
as a forest a %%f}%ﬁt immediately after his graduation from the Yale School of Forestry.
For the past 7 years = with the exception of the Iar period when he was a commissioned
officer in the Forestiry Engineers' branch of tha’idE F. and for a#ffha when he was Deputy
Commissioner and later Commissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania - Major Stuart was engaged
in conservation work for the Federal Government. He literally grew up in the Service,
entering the Forest Service just one year after it was established under President Theodors
Roosevelt.

Since 1928 the United States has made a large extension of the National Forests,
particularly in the Eastern States. Major Stuart worked tirelessly for this acquisition
program and was recognized as a leading exponent of Federally managed forests.

He was a member of the National Park and Planning Commission and of the Society of
American Foresters.

We of the Forest Service knew him best and worked with him in his various tasks under-
taken in the full spirit of the Forest Service ideal of the Nation's best interest. He
earned our loyalty, our respect, and commanded our utmost effort. To the many tributes
from his fellows in official life we add our own of affection and esteem and deepest sor-
TOW.

A FUEL HYGROGRAPH

By H. T. Gisborne, Northern Rocky Mt. For. Expt. Sta.

In order to obtain more continuous records of certain factors of fire danger at look-
out, smokechaser, and guard stations, automatically recording instruments are needed so
that even when the station operator is away chasing smoke the record will not be lost.
Hygrothermographs serve this purpose for humidity and air temperature, and recording anemo-
meters are available - at $225 each - for wind velocity. But until recently there was no
method for automatically recording duff and wood moisture.

Last March, starting with a crude sketch that might have been attributed to Lucifer
K. Butts, the writer described to M. E. Dunlap, of the Forest Products Laboratory, the ob-
jectives which we hoped to attain instrumentally. Matt promptly went into a huddle with
himself, called a few signals to the instrument shops of the University of Wisconsin, and by
mid-July "Mrs. Robot," as this device is now called, was on her way to a touchdown.

Operated continuously from July 20 to September 20, this instrument gave us the first
minute-by-minute record of duff and wood moisture ever obtained. In addition, Dunlap had
incorporated a wind record, thereby eliminating the $225 cost of a single magnet register.
The present instrument is, therefore, really more than a fuel hygrograph, but the only other
appellation proposed - "Forest Xerograph" - sounded somewhat too epideictical for everyday
use.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 23, 1933.

My dear Mrs. Stuart:

Mrs. Roosevelt and I were shocked and
deeply grieved to learn of the sudden death
of your husband and send you our heartfelt
sympathy in your great sorrow.

Major Stuart's eminent services to the
Government have earned the gratitude of the
country and his loss will be keenly felt by
all of us.

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT
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When a layman first oomes into contact with the Forest Service he is most
impressed, if my own experience is any criterion, by the unity of purpose, the
enthusiasm, and the esprit de corps to be found there. It is true that tlese things
are a product of a vigorous tradition, but traditions of this sort do not prosper
unless there is leadership to nourish them. In his kindly, unselfish way, Major
Stuart supplied such a leadership during his service as Forester. He was true to
the finest traditions of the Service.

0f Major Stuart's many contributions to the cause of conservation, of his
unceasing efforts in behalf of the emergency program inaugurated by this Admin-
istration, it would be difficult to speak too highly. At the moment, however, I
want simply to pay tribute to his qualities as a man. I shall always remember him
with adeiration and with affection.

R. G. TUGNELL
e ———

In the accidental death of Chief Forester Robert Y. Stuart of the U. S. Forest
Service, the American people lost one of the stanchest defenders of the Nation's
natural resources and one of its ablest administrators. In his patriotic devotion
and vision, Major Stuart foresaw the far-reaching benefits of President Roosevelt's
plan to improve the forests for the benefit of all the people and to use them for the
special purpose of giving hundreds of thousands of young men a chance to work, to
develop their abilities and character amid wholesome surroundings in the great out-
doors, and to help their families out of the slough of depression.

When the call of duty came, Major Stuart was found ready, and at all times
thereafter he threw his own energies and experience and the strength of his estab-
lished organization into the titanic effort which made a great success of the
President's emergency comservation project. His thorough knowledge of men, his
familarity with every detail, his unfailing interest and kindness, won for Major
Stuart the respect and friendship of all those who with him carried the project
through to its present high standing in the program of National Recovery.

_ROBERT FECHNER

—

The members of the Forest Comservation Conference, inexpressibly shocked at
the untimely death of their distinguished friend and co-worker, Major Robert Y.
Stuart, wish to record at this time their deep sense of loss in his passing and their
sincere appreciation of the sterling qualities that during his many years in the ser-
vice of forestry have called forth the respect and esteem of all who knew him. 1In
view of the unselfish service of Major Stuart through his many years, his great
gontribution to the advancement of forestry, his unswerving faithfulness to duty.
and the high standard of personal integrity in public office which he ever upheld,
it may be truly said that he devoted his life in the servioce of his country.

(Resolution adopted by the Forest Conservation
Conference Meeting in Washington, October 26)
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Washington, D. C. January 29, 1934.

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

Harrisburg

November 15, 1933,

Bob Stuart was a Forester of great attainments and real distinotion. He was a kindly

end considerate gentleman - a man of good will in the finest sense. We served together
in the United States Forest Service.

In the old days, when the fight to conserve and protect the National Forests against

lumbermen, sheepmen, and other exploiters of that time was still in full swing, Bob Stuart
was a tower of strength.

It was because of what I knew about his work in the Weést that I asked him to help
me when I became Pennsylvania Commissioner of Forestry. I have always congratulated my-
self that I was fortunate enough to get him as Deputy Commissioner. His work in that
post made it inevitable that he should be promoted to be Secretary of Forests and Waters
in my Cabinet when I became Governor. And I am sure it was the high character of his
work in Pennsylvania which brought him his well deserved step to the highest place a forest-—
er may reach, Chief of the Forest Service and Forester of the United States.

His death is a great loss to the profession of forestry and to the Forest Service.
It s also a very grievous blow to his multitude of friends. Bob Stuart not only rend-

®red services of high importance to his country and his profession, but his death left a
8reat gap in the hearts of those who knew him.

He was my friend for mearly thirty years, and his departure is a deep and lasting
Sorrow,

GIFFORD PINCHOT
B i e



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES I reply refer to

BUREAU OF FORESTRY RM-F
o T DO
P. 0. Box 1467 February 10, 1975 Harrisburg, Pa. 17120

Mr. Frank J. Harmon

History Unit

Administrative Management Division
Forest Service, USDA

Room 4115 South Building
Washington, D. C. 20250

Dear Mr. Harmon:

I wish to express to yourself and through you to Chief
McGuire, my deep appreciation for the material you so kindly
sent me with respect to Major Robert Y. Stuart.

While I have not had the opportunity as yet to review

the material in detail, a hasty perusal indicates that it
is exactly the kind of material that I need for my purpose.

7 .
Sincerely yours,
»1

1 AL — — S
‘)L/SAifUEL S. COBB, Director
Bureau of Forestry



n{’%? (Major Robert Y, Stuart)

Forest Service, USDA Room L4115 So. Bld

MESSAGE

REPLY

I am replying to your letter of Jan, 17 to Chief John McCluire regarding biogfaphical
data about Major Reobert Y, Stuart, who served as Cllef of the U.S. Forest Service
from May 1, 1928 to Oct. 23, 1933,

We do have some background raterel about him, of which I am enclosing copies for you.
WohﬂujmhadmmubemﬁtbhmhiealshtchumdnofourChiefa,and
Itmlosooneform,altlwughitisnotaﬂnidmddmttforpubnuﬁon.

We also have refersnces to 8 articles written by him, in addition to the annual repor
of the Chief of the Forest Service, which you might want to consult. The articles am
) Forestry in a New Era, Journal of Forestry, Vol. 31, No. 2, Feb. 1933, pp lillib.
;mxauma Forests Today, American Forests & Forest Life, July 1930, p. LOS.
1933.

o

That 25,000-}an Job, American Forests, 39, ¥o. 5, May 19
Exit Oreeley, Enter Stuart, by Dixen Merritt, The Outlook, March 7, 1928, p. 373.
Recent Applications of Science to Forestry, Proceedings of the Sth Pacific Seienc
Cnng\l!, 1933. Vol. 1, Pe 567-
(6) Relation of the National Forests to a Policy for the Unapprepriated Public Lands,
Journal of Forestry, Vol. 29, No . 3, Harch 1931, » Pe 316,
ig; The Next 25 Years, Journal oi‘ Forestry, Vol. 28, No. L, April 1930. p. L29.
The Relations of the Forest Service to the Hining try Vol. 19, No. 3,
March 1913, American Forestry magazine.
I presume that you know that he died of a fall from his office window on the morning
of Oet. 23, 1933. He was to have taken a major part in a lumber code conference the

/:’ AN .(_,.__,{__3‘[/‘\—_
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES In reply refer to

BUREAU OF FORESTRY RM-F
DO
P, 0. Box 1467 January 17, 1975 Harrisburg, Pa. 17120 '%
The Honorable John R. McGuire : 3 S
Chief, Forest Service q*
U. S. Department of Agriculture

Washington, D. C. 20250

Dear Chief:

I am appealing to yourself and the Forest Service for
assistance in a small endeavor I am undertaking. It appears
that the background data on a number of the men who have
served as State Foresters here in Pennsylvania since the
founding of our State Forest Service is rather fragmentary.
This is particularly true of about four of the men who served
after Gifford Pinchot's two-year tenure as Commissioner and
State Forester from 1920 to 1922.

The individual I am particularly interested in and would
presume that the Forest Service would have fairly good records
on is Major R. Y. Stuart.

Major Stuart served as State Forester from 1922 to 1923
before becoming Secretary of the then new Department of Forests (1929
and Waters. Since he left that position to become Chief of the MWY'
U. S. Forest Service, I am in hopes that you have a substantial
dossier on his career. Copies of any actual material that may ¢~13[43
be available and references to publications which we could Ol =7,
secure would be deeply appreciated.

Thanking you for whatever you can do for me in this
respect, I am P

/ g w /f
Sincerely yours,
/ ,
_ AN B VS
N2 ectaA gl
f SAMUEL S. COBB, Director P
e Bureau of Forestry s - 1



ROBFRT Y. STUART

Robert Young Stuart was born in South Middleton Township, Cum-
berland County, Pa., Feb. 13, 1633, Hia education was in the publie
schools of Haurrishurg and Carlisle, at Dickinson College (B.A. 130%)
and at the Yale School of Forestry (M.F. 1906). In 1206 he received
also an M, A, dezree from Iickincon Collsege, and in 1933 tha same in-
stitution conferred upon him the honorary degree of D, Sec.

He entered the U. &. Forest Service July 2, 1908, as Forest
Assistant, and was assigned to the North Rocky Mountain District, in
which ha rose throuzh successive promotionsz to the position of Assist-—
ant District Forester in charge of Operation, serving in that capacity
under District Forester William B, Greeley anc later under Cistriet
Forester Ferdinand A, Silcox., Om November 1, 1012, he was trans-
ferred to the Washington Office of the Forest fervice and promoted
to Assistant Chief of the Branch of Sllviculture, under %illiam B,
Greeley as Branch Chief, e continued in this position until the
spring of 1217, when following the entrance of the United Gtates
into the Vorld Var he was placed on military leave and commlssioned
Ceptain in the 10th (Forest) Ingineer Regiment.

He was sent overseas in September, 1917, end assigmsd to head-
guarters of the Zmerican Expesditionary Torce to assist in the zcgui-
gltion of timber for the 10th and 20th Enginsers - the two forest
regiments., October 1, 1818, he was promoted to Major with asaign-
ment to general hradquarters a2t Chaumont to assist in cordwood acrui-
gition for the edvance section. ©On February 13, 1219, he became com=
manding cofficer of tha 5th Battalion of the £0th (Forest) Ingineers
and district commander of tha -orest troops in the Glem District. For
his services with the Awerican Expeditionary force he received a cita-
tion from Gsnersl Pershing. Es returned to the Unlted States in June
and to the Forest Service in July, 1913.

In May, 1920, he resigned to msccept the position of Deputy
Commiscioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania, under Gifiord Pinchot as
Commigaioner, whom he succeedsd in 1522, On Juns 15, 19523, after
Pinchot's election as Governor the previous November, Stuart was ap-
pointed to the newly created position of Secretary of Forests snd
' Waters, with & seat in the Covernor's cabinet. From 1823 to 1527
he served also as & menber of the Tri-State Delawsre River Treaty
Commission, and in 1326 wag chairmen of the Pennsylvania Sesgulcen—
tennial Cormittse in chargs of ths Exposition of that year.

At the expirztion of Governor Pinchot's term of office ¥ajor
1ate

rea tha Ue & Servic & Forester in
Stuart reeatersc tha U. £. Forest Service as Agesistant 2 es
charge of the Eranch of Public Relations. On Hay 1, 1228, he wvas

e «



appointed Forester and Chief of the Forest Service, succeeding Colonel
William B. Greelsy when the latter resigned, Undsr hls wise and compe-
tent guidance ths Forest Service continmued the steady progress which
characterized its history throush the pcriods of his predecessors, Pin-
chot, Graves, and Greeley. [Among the outside duties which fell to his
lot durinz his term of office were ssrvice on the Natlonal Cepitsl Park
" and Plenning Commission and service as chalrman of the Forest Protec-
tion Board, made up of repressntatives of ths various Federsl bureaus
dirsctly or indirectly concerned in the protection of Federazl timbered
lends,.

Less then a month after the inaunmuration of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt the Unemploymsnt Felief Act opened thz way for carrying
out the President's plan for the orgmnization of the Civilian Conser-
vaetion Corps. THew and heavy responsibilitizs were et once placed on
the Forest Service; 2nd these were grsatly increased as the general
recovery prosram took shape, throuth allotmsntz of £20,000,000 for
the resumption snd tremendous acceleration orf land acquisition for
rationsl-forest purposea and of 40,000,000 for road, trail, and im-
provemeni construction end malntenasnce on the nationel iorests. Major
Stuart responded with joyful eagerness to the heavy demands thus laid
upon him and the Foresi Serviee, &s a welcome opportunity to advance
forestry and the public welfare. Hisz sudden death on ths morninz of
October 23 as he w2s snterinz on the duties of a new week prought his
vork to sn untimely and tregic close.

A #



IN MEMORIAM

A radio talk by Ranger Bill (Wallace I. Hutchinson, assistant regional
forester, U. S. Forest Service) during the Testern Farm and Home “our Monday,
October 23, 1933 over Station KGO and eight other stations associated with the
Pacific Division, National Broadcasting Company.

- = ~0000= - -

Yes, friends, I have some news for you today, that teo all us rangers in
the Forest Service is mighty sad news. Our Chief Forester, Major Robert Y.
Stuart, was accidently killed this morning by a fall from the seventh story of
the Atlantic building in Washington, D. C., where the Forest Service has its
offices.

"Bob", as we rangers all affectionately called him, was not only a fine
forester but & real man. I can say that with feeling because I've known him for
over twenty years. Therels a tragic note in his passing, too, because he was to
have teken a prominent part in the big lumber code conference called by the
Secretary of Agriculture for tomorrow morning in Washington.

Perhaps you'd like to know something about our chief -~ the man whqhas at
the head of Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers. His was a big job, for he had to super-
vise not only the work of thousands of men, but the protection and management of
161 million acres of National Forests throughout the United States, Alaska and
Puerto Kico, an area one-and-a-half times the size of the state of California.
Only a few weeks ago he was out here on the Pacific coast making an inspection
of the forestry work that the C.C.C. boys were doing in the national forests of
the West.

Major Stuart was born just fifty years ago at l!iiddletowm, Pennsylvania,
of Scotch-Irish ancestors. After finishing high school he entered Dickinson
College and graduated from there in 1903, then going to EBurope to study forestry.
In 1906 he graduated from the Yale Forest School, and later received the honorary
degrees of Master of Arts and Doctor of Science from Dickinson.

Bob Stuart first joined Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers away back in 1905, -
when a lot of us 0ld timers were headed West., He landed up at our district
headquarters in Missoula, Montana, a green forest assistant from "back Bast."
But in six years he had worked himself wup to the position of assistant district
forester, and then they called him in to Washington, and made him a forest
inspector.

During the World War he was one of the first to volunteer and he entered
the Army as a captain of the 20th Engineers, Forestry. After serving over seas
for two years he returned to the United States as a major, and took up his old
job in the Forest Service. In 1320, when Gifford Pinchot was Commissioner of
Forestry for Pennsylvania, he left the Porest Service to join him in his work,
and then when Mr. Pinchot became Governor of fennsylvania, Stuart was made
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Forests and Waters. But he still
had a warm spot in his heart for the Forest Service, so he came back to us in
1927 to head the office of Public Relations at Washington, and then on May 1,
1328, he was made Chief Forester — the highest position one can attain in the
Forest Service.

(over)



And now, Bob Stuart has crossed the Great Divide. Never again will he
look upon the snow-capped peaks and quiet valleys, the forests and the birds
and flowers hs loved so well. But his name will be emblazoned on the honor roll
of foresters who have fought a good fight so that our children end our children's
children may know something of the unspoiled beauties of forests and hills.
And we, his rangers, who have tramped the hills and fought forest fires with
him, how we shall mise him, miss his kindly spirit, his interest in our work
and welfarc and the inspiration that he always brought us to do wetter and
greater things!

Yes, my fricnds, this old world would be o hard world indeed to live in
if it were not for the friendship and inspiration of such men as Bob Stuart.

- = = o e -
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"r‘é; the HAPPY DAYS , " =

OUR NATIONAL FORESTS

Forest Service Forefathers - Robert Young Stuart

It should be said of Robert Young Stuart ("Bob Stuart" to
his associates) as of Henry Solon Graves and William Buckhout
Greeley - "once a forester, always a forester." He lived and
died a forester, from the beginning of his career to the accident
which brouzht it to an untimely end.

Graduating from Yale Forest School as Master of Farestry,
he immediately entered the Forest Service as Forest Assistant,
and was successively thereafter Forest Inspector; éssistant-Chief
of~§¥$¥§%§gﬂi1n tye Washington headquarters offi;g?*hssistant .
District Foreéégixggﬂgﬁg M§£¥§Z£2i3252 Distri ¢ty Forest Lngineer

with the remk of Major in the A L. Tej; Deputy Commissioner, Com=-
missioner, and Secretary of the Department of Forests and Vaters
for Pennsylvaniaj Chief of the Branch of Public Relations for the
U. S. Forest Service, and Chief Foresterf for ééu;*years, ending
October 23, 1933, on which day occurred the fatal accident vhich
made him the first martyr to the forestry cause,

In Stuart's first year as Chief Forester, a new Forest Dis=-

trict was established, the Lake States Distriét, in which region
the need for forédst practices had become insistent. Torest~{ire
studies were carried forward at the forest experiment Stations in
Califormia, the South, the Lake States, the Northwest, and the
northern Rocky Mountains., .t the Southern Forest Ixpe riment Sta=-
tion also, naval stores studies were pursued by Forest Service spe=-

einlists, 50il erosion investigation was another major research

projecte
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The fire season of 1929 was one of major disaster. Unfav-
orable conditions - even more unfavorable that those of 1910 ahd
1919 - put 1929 in the same severity class, The fire seasons of
_these three years have given abundant proof of the necessity for
constant vigilance in the detection and suppression of fires.

for fire-control,
A? direct evidence of the value of preparedness/fxiraocfamiociix
ook famtxkixt the 1935 fire season was one of the best in na-
tional-forest history, although burning conditions were much above
normael in the Lake States and the Northwest. Much of the success
in keepinz down the fire danger %gg&::x;xl:l:x:xlx the Civilian

Not only did the

Conservation Corps.mmxEReorsiiRmllmrRsiss
Ce Co Co do SxBxxfxx good work in catching fires while still

young and disposing of them promptly, their very presence on the
national/forests,and adjacent lands emphasized the importance of

the forests and the need for care with fire and acted as a deter=-
rent to incendiarism,

During 1930, ferm forestry made rapid advances under the
terms of the Clarke-iicNary Lav. Better forestry practices were
adopted on 21,350 farms. aring the winter of 1929/;nxiiﬁﬂ local
unemployment was brousht foreibly home to field officers of the
Forest Service and some relief was afforded by hastening construc=
tion programs already financed. Opportunities for providing employ-
ment were greatly inereased when the /c¢t of December 20, 1930 appro=-
priated three million dollars for the construction of roads and
trails for protection and utilization of national forests. /%%gghg
the fiseal year 193L, special asppropriations were made for insect=-

control work and administative and range improvements on the national

forests, and portions of the 1932 appropriations were made immediatel
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available on passage of the agricultural appropriation bill, for
thecontrol of vhite pine blister rust, mm® construction and mainte~
nance of improvements on public camp grounds, and for ofher im=-
provements. The number of temporary employees put to work by these
funds increased more than fourfold from Jaauery to June, 1931, in
which latter month there were 21,568 relief employments on the na-
tional forests. Then, too, the recreational use of the national
forests inereased ten-fold from 1916 to 1931l.
forestry

The fiscel year 1933 was rich in/accomplishment. It saw
the publication of "A National Plan for :merican Forestry", a report
prepared in compliance with the so-called "Copeland Resolution" call-
inf upon the Secretary of igriculture to advise the Senate as to the
desirability of TFederal aid to the States "in the utilization for fo
estation purposes of those areas in the United States suitable for
forestation only."This reﬁort embodies the results of the most com=-
prehensive survey of the entire field of United States forestry pos-
sbblyg within the time and with the resources avajlable.

Boon after this monumental task of the Forest Service had

completion,

reached /kkxxxmxXy the Emergency Conservation camps entered the
kaleidoscopic scheme of things, anrolling 300,000 men. Allotment
for road, trall, and improvement construction and maintemanceas a
part of the publoc works'! program fo provide employment and fo stim=-
ulate recovery amounted to 440,000,000, The President also al-~
lotted by Executive Order $20,000,000 for resuming and accelerating
the acquisition of lands in the Zast for national forest purposes.
Thus did the govermnment forest work get a threefdld impetus in one

year, the effedts of which ¢an not yet be measured in renewal of man

pover and improvement of forest conditioms.
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As a result of the Clarke licNary law bf 1924, nearly
157,000,000 trees had been pramimit distributed to farmers in the
9 years including 1932, During 1935, 23,500,000 trees were dis=-
tributed. Thus the ten years of this coopemation averaged more
than 18,000,000 trees a year.

Outstanding progress in farm-forestry extemsion through
4~H Club activities was made during 1933, The enrollment of
boys and girls conducting forestry projects totaled 15,732, and
11,416 projects were completed., This junior sctivity on farms was
:2:7being conducted in 39 States and 1 Territory.

In this lest year of his administration, Cylef Forester
Stuart inaugurated the establishment of"experimental forests"as
training grounds for national forest }nvastigators and of™maturdl
areas"as outdoor laboratories fbr ;i;lﬁ;txtl-«ééég;rehwwarkers.

In terms of varied eccomplishment, therefore, Robert Young
Stuart left a splendid record, In the words of an appraiser of
his work and character: "All in all his leadership of the For-

est Service was a leadership of poise, vision, and competence."”

(To be continued)



HE recent accessiq

Robert ¥. Stuart to

of the United States Forest

Service calls to mind anew the
comparatively short time the Govern-
ment has been befriending the Amer-
ican tree and the great magnitude
this work of guardianship has now
attained.

Major Stuart, the records show, is
but the fourth in a vigorous line of
succession whose accomplishment
cannot be measured in years. The
line began with Gifford Pinchot, the
first Chief Forester and Rooseveltian
conservationist, and was carried on
by Henry Solon Graves and later by
Colonel William B. Greeley, the im-
mediate prgdecessor of the new chief.

Major Stuart was a"Pinchot lieuten-
ant and js an heir to the Pinchot
tradition in sclentific forestry. An
assistant to Pinchot when he was
State Commissioner of Forestry in
Pennsylvania, Major Stuart succeed-
ed to that position when Pinchot was
elected Governor. Stuart became a
member of the Pinchot cabinet at
Harrisburg as State Secretary of
Forests and Waters, returning to the
Forest Service In January, 1927, as|
Director of Public Relations for the
Federal Bureau.

A graduate of Dickinson College.

the Yale Forest School. Pinchot was
also a Yale man, havinz startled the |
SRR sl coarpus. in 1339 by "éfr
ing In’’ for forestry at a time when
a forester was popularly regarded
as about on a par with a gardener.

A Fight on Depletion.

Since the Roosevelt-Pinchot davs-

the problems of the Nations] Forest
Service have changed. The fight to
“ouse the public to the danger
terican timber faced at the hands
“predatory Interests’” has been
mably well won. Crusading has
way to a policy of coopera-
ooperation with States and pri-
1d-holders to the end that an
‘ check may be placed upon

peril of depletion.
ym the national parks, the
vernment administers ap-

Stuart received his first training at |

TMES, AUQIST 5, 1928
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Major Stuart, the New
Forester, Will Begin

Policy of Extended
Cooperation

.

passed the Clarke-McNary bill in
1924. Pinchot believed it did not go
far enough, but it had the backing
of Colonel Greeley. Its object was to
induce the States to cooperate in the
conservation program. Thirty-eight
States are now working with the Fed-
eral Government under the provi-
sions of this measure, and Congress
last year appropriated §1,400,000 to
help the work along.

Major Stuart's task is to carry on.
To him falls the job of making the
Greeley policy of cooperation with
States and private owners bear fruit.
By this means, or by whatever other
means may become pecessary, it is

CHIEF FORESTER

F.

f

80,000,000 acres of pro-
‘land. But the amoun*
privately held is *
wech. If the p-
Is importas
the la"

[
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Montana he was placed in charge
later becoming chief of timber sal
and planting activities there. It
1912 he was transferred to Washing
ton as forest inspector in the Branct
o Management, which included al
timber and planting work in the
National forests and similar projects
undertaken in cooperation with other
Federal departments, States or pri-
vate agencies.

Valuable Services Overseas.

Like Colonel Greeley, Major Stuart
served overseas, rising to the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel in the Twen-
tieth Engineers. The forestry needs
of the A. E. F. were real and urgent.
War demands had placed the already
limited timber resources of France
under terrific pressure. American
soldiers in training needed firewood
to keep their billets warm. Wood |
was at a premium everywhere, both
at the front and with the 8. O. 8.
behind the lines. Sawmills and con-
servation, contradictorily enough,
went hand in hand. Stuart’s forestry
experience proved valuable from the
outset,

Stuart was stationed first at the
A. E. F. headquarters in Paris.
ansferred to Tours, he assisted in
fqraging timber there for the Tenth
d Twentieth Engineers. Proma®
fiom Captain to Major he wa~
t¢ General Headquarters
lont to produce cord-
vance Section. Ir
- was placed ¥
fth Battali
eers, and -
of fores*

<"He r
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HE recent accession of Majo:f

Robert Y. Stuart to be chief|

of the TUnited States Forest

Bervice calls to mind anew the
comparatively short time the Govern-
ment has been befriending the Amer-
ican tree and the great magnitude
this work of guardianship has now
attained.

Major Stuart, the records show, is
but the fourth in a vigorous line of
succession whose accomplishment
cannot be measured in years. The
line began with Gifford Pinchot, the
first Chief Forester and Rooseveltian
conservationist, and was carried on|
by Henry Sclon Graves and later by
Colonel William B. Greeley, the im-
mediate prgdecessor of the new chief.

Major Stuart was a'Pinchot lieuten- |
ant and is an heir to the Pinchot |
tradition in scientific forestry. An
assistant to Pinchot when he was
State Commissioner of Forestry in
Pennsylvania, Major Stuart succeed-
ed to that position when Pinchot was
elected Governcr. Stuart became a
member of the Pinchot cabinet at
Harrisburg as State Secretary of
Forests and Waters, returning to the
Forest Service In January, 1927, as
Director of Public Relations for thei
Federal Bureau,

A graduate of Dickinson College,
Stuart received his first training at|
the Yale Forest School. Pinchot was |
also a Yale man, havinz startled the|
New Haven ecompus in 1839 by “.;‘c~|
ing in’ for forestry at a time when
a forester was popularly regarded
as about on a par with a gardener.

A Fight on Depletion.

Since the Roosevelt-Pinchot days
the problems of the National Forest
Service have changed. The fight to
arouse the public to the danger
American timber faced at the hands
of “‘predatory Interests’” has been
reasonably well won. Crusading has
given way to a policy of coopera-
tion—cooperation with States and pri-

N

— NEW YOsK ?E-E
A

- THE

a.

S, AUGIST- 5,—4':928
Stuar

Major the New
Forester, ‘F"ﬂl Eegin
'! 3

Policy of Ext
Co operanon

passed the Clarke-McNary bill in
1524, Pinchot believed it did not go
far enough, but it had the backing
of Colonel Gresley. Its object was to
induce the States to cooperate in the
cengervation program. Thirty-eight
States are now working with the Fed-
eral Government under the provi-
sions of this measure, and Congress
last year appropriated $1,400,000 to

| help the work along.

Major Stuart's task is to carry on.

| To him falls the job of making the

Greeley policy of cooperation with
States and private owners bear fruit.
By this means, or by whatever other
means may become necessary, it is
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vate land-holders to the end that an |
adeguate check may be placed upon
the great peril of depletion.

Aside from the national parks, the
Federal Government administers ap- |
proximately 80,000,000 acres of pmui
ductive forest land. But the amount |
of such land privately held is just
five times as much. If the problem

of conservation Is important to the | up to the new man to see that tim- | and in cooperation, within their re-
|
| ber

public interest on the land Federally
administered, it is five times as im-
portant on the 400,000,000 scres pri-
vately held. The Chief Forasi
day accordingly has become more a|
preacher or teacher than a militant;
his gospel is fire prevention, refor-|
estation and scientific timber cutting |
en public and private lands alike.
Colonel Greeley’s Work, |
Colonel Greeley, the former chief,
for eight years been central
figure in this camp of ccopera-|
tion smd i The C'App_"

has a
i

aiemn
aign

| portance.

| gram.

| the

Keystone Photograph.
Major R, Y. Stuart.

sunply and demand be brought
nearer equality.
Another serious responsibility de-

ter to-|yolves upon Major Stuart, Research |

has now become of paramount im- |
The McSweeney-McNary |
bill provided for notable expansion
of the present chain of rorest re-
search stations throughout the coun-

by

timber growing more intensively,
£3,000,000 to be spent annually

-

it

|
for the next ten years on this pro-|

sea that
money’s |

The new chief is to

Service geis

Forest
worth.
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Stuart

ry. Government experts are tostudy |

later becoming chief™r fimber sale
ad planting activities there. In
11912 he was transferred to Washing-
ten as forest inspector in the Branch
of Management, which included all
timber and planting work in the
National forests and similar projects
undertaken in cooperation with other
Federal departments, States or pri-
vate agencies.
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Valuable Services Overseas,

Like Colonel Greeley, Major Stuart
served overseas, rising to the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel in the Twen-
tieth Engineers. The forestry needs
of the A. E. F. were real and urgent.
War demands had placed the already
limited timber resources of France
under terrific pressure. American
saldiers in training needed firewood
to keep their billets warm. Wood
was at a premium everywhere, both
at the front and with the 8. O. 8.
behind the lines. Sawmills and con-
servation, contradictorily enough,
went hand in hand. Stuart’s forestry
experience proved valuable from the
outset.

Stuart was stationed first at the
A. E. F. headquarters in Paris.
Transferred to Tours, he assisted in
foraging timber there for the Tenth
and Twentieth Engineers. Promoted
from Captain to Major he was called
to General Headquarters at Chau-
mont to produce cordwood for the
Advance Section. In February, 1919,
he was placed in command of the
Fifth Battalion, Twentieth Engi-
neers, and made District Commander
of forest troops of the Gien district.
He was cited for his services by
General Pershing.

Major Stuart in his new post as
head of the Forest Service has
pledged himself to press forward
steadily toward the gecal which the
service had at its inception, name-|
ly, to make all lands throughout the
country capable of bearing timber
actually timber producing. On tak-
ing office he said:

The Conservation Policy,

“Toward this goal are also directed
| the efforts of State forest depart-
ments and other public and private
|agencies in inecreasing numbers,
| working effectively, both directly

spective fields. There can be nn‘
| question that the public will sustain |
this common effort to break down |
the obstacles which keep =0 many‘
| millions of our forest land acres un- |
| productive. {

““Thers must be a unlted determi- |

|
nation

throughout ihe country that
national and State forest policies be!
built up which will provide continu-
| ously for the wood needs of the pub-
lie, for the control of erosion and
floods, for pure and bountiful
| water supply and for the health and
| recreational benefits afforded by
lp‘onﬂziv managed forest lands. Such
DOAI"I\.j are E!‘:Sl‘:‘ltlal to =ustain in a

a

i lzbor a*mﬂ communities dﬂnencem
upon our forest resources.



| succession
‘cannot be m red in ye
i line began w Gifford Finche

| first Chief Forester and Rooseveltian |
conservationist, and was carried on,
by Henry Solon Graves and later by;
Colonel William B. Greeley, the im-|
mediate predecessor of the new chief. !
Major Stuart was a'Pinchot lieuten- |

al

ele

~
ant and is an heir to the Pinchot

|
i
|
|

tradition in scientific forestry. An
assistant to Pinchot when he was,
State Commissioner of Forestry in

| Pennsylvania, Major Stuart succeed-
ed to that pesition when Pinchot was
elected Governor, Stuart became &
member of the Pinchot cabinet at
| Harrisburg as Stafe Secretary of
Forests and Waters, returning to the
Forest Service in January, 1827, as
| Director of Public Relations for the|
Federal Bureau.

A graduate of Dickinson College,
Stuart received his first training at
the Yale Forest School. Pinchot was
also a Yale man, having startled the
New Haven compt 1839 by
ing in’’ for forestry at a time when
a forester was popularly regarded
as about on a par with a gardener.

A Fight on Depletion.

Since the Roosevelt-Pinchot days
the problems of the National Forest
Service have changed. The fight to
arouse the public to the danger)
American timber faced at the hands|
of ‘‘predatory Interests’” has been |
reasonably well won. Crusading 1:1:3,5\L
given way to a policy of coopera- |
tion—cooperation with States and pri-
vate land-holders to the end that an
adequate check may be placed upon
the great peril of depletion.

Aside from the national parks, the
Federal Government administers ap-
proximately 80,000,000 acres of pro-
ductive forest land. But the amount
of such land privately held is just
five times as much. If the problem
of conservation ls important to the

=0

n

administered, it is five times as im-
portant on the 400,000,000 acres pri-
vately held. The Chief Forester to-
day accordingly has become moie a
preacher or teacher than a militant;
his gospel is fire prevention, refor-
estation and scientific timber cutting
on public and private lands alike.
Colonel Greeley’s Work.
Colonel Greeley, the former chief,
for eight years has been a central
figure in this campaign of cocopera-
tion and conciliation. The Capper
report had sounded a warning. De-
pletion was the fundamental prob-
lem. Timber was being used up four
times as fast as it was being grown.

public interest on the land Federnlly;

[ Colonel Greegicy.

are no

i
|
overnment under the ‘
ions of this measure, and Congrsssf
- year appropriated $1,400,000 tol
elp the work along. !

Major

Stuart’s task is to carry on. |
im falls the job of making the |
Greeley policy of cooperation with |
States and private owners bear fruit. |

By this means, or by whatever other |

!l CHIEF FORESTER

Eeystone Photograph.
Major R. Y. Stuart.

up to the new man to see that tim-
her supply and demand be brought
nearer equality.

Another serious responsibility de-
volves upon Major Stuart. Research
has now become of paramount im-
portance. The McSweeney-McNary
bill provided for notable expansion
of the present chain of forest re-
gearch stations throughout the coun-
| try. Government experts arzs to study
timber growing more intensively,
with $3,000,000 to be spent annually
for the next ten years on this pro-
gram. The new chief is to see that
the Faorest Service gets its money’s
worth.

Major Stuart is ‘regarded by his
professional associates as good

&,

What was the remedy?
Federal Government compel the lum-
ber industry to pr y—in

itself to accept as much
ity as possible?

After mueh

Should the

general, the FPinchot view? Or
should primary reliance be placed,
as Colonel Greelsy held, upon eh-
couragement, aid, educatior and ap- |
peal to enlightened se erest, in
an attempt to persuade industry
ib

man for the job. [n background,
| training and personality he ia_de-
| seribed as anything but a bureau-
‘c-ra:. He has grown up in the field.
| His {astes as well as his technique
nave the tang of outdcors.

After leaving the Yale
| 8chool Stuart became a GO

| forest

Forest

to forest

gani

aor

means may become Dnecessary, it isi

| to CGeneral Headquarters at Chau-

vernment

Like Cclonel
served overseas, 2
of Lieutenant Colonel in the Twen-|
tieth Engineers. The forestry needs
of the A. E. F. were real and urgent.
War demands had placed the already
limited timber resources of France |
under terrific pressure. American |
soldiers in training needed firewood
to keep their billets warm. Wood
was at & premium everywhere, both
at the front and with the S. O. 8.
behind the lines. Sawmills and con-
servation, contradictorily enough,
went hand in hand. Stuart’s forestry
experience proved valuable from the
outset.

Stuart was stationed first at the
A. E. F. headquarters in Paris.
Transferred to Tours, he assisted in
foraging timber there for the Tenth
and Twentieth Engineers. Promoted
from Captain to Major he was called

mont to produce cordwood for the
Advance Section. In February, 1919, !
he was placed in command of the
Fifth Battalion, Twentieth Engi-
neers, and made District Commander
of forest troops of the Gien district.
He was cited for his services by
General Pershing.

Major Stuart in his new post as
head of the Forest Service has
pledged himself to press forward
steadily toward the goal which the
service had at its inception, name-
ly, to make all lands throughout the
country ecapable of bearing timber
actually timber producing. On tak-
ing office he said:

The Conservation Poliey.

“Toward this goal are also directed
the efforts of State forest depart-
ments and other public and private

agencies in increasing numbers,
working effectively, both directly

and in cooperation, within their re-
spective fields. There can be no
question that the public will sustain
this ecommon effort to break down
the obstacles which keep so many
millions of our forest land acres un-
| productive.

“There must be a united determi-
nation throughout the country that
national and State forest policies be |
built up which will provide continu-
ously for the wood needs of the pub-
lic, for the control of erosion and
floods, for a pure and bountiful
water supply and for the health and
recreational benefits afforded by
properly managed forest lands. Such
policies are essential to sustain in a
prosperous condition the industries,
lshor =and communities dependenl
upon our forest resources.”

Montana, |
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ADIRESS T DEDICATION OF STUART NURSERY
Tune 17, 1925,

By X, », Sherman, Asgistant Chief, Forest Service.

I esn think of no better way te hinor the memory of oo oute
stundive foresier than to name n forest tree nursery for hinm, I ean
think of ne better sav to honor the memory of fobert Young 3tuart shen
by giving his neame to this particuler nursery =- the leryeet in the
South, en ane nf the lurpgest ia the world. Por ¥sjor Stusrt, ee Clief
of the United Otetes Forest Hervice, wea particulerly interested in the
expacsion of forestry in the South, and in the reforsst tlon phase of our
national forest comeervevion program.

Grestion of this nursery on the Wisstehie Fetional Vorest weg
docided upon before his untimely pessing; 1% is,then, a fraition of
bie desire; the sturdy growth from o seed of hie planting.

It 18, T know, one of the chuaractoristies of our npe that we
usasure the welue of things by thelr paguitude; to ssy that this is
the diggest, the talleet, or thot this wee doze ip the zhortest tise -
soet the most money, these ure eonson axpressiont of moden pride, But
to sincere foresters, eize and o8t and speed are not the only mensuring
stdeks; Tor the growth of o tree, of a foreal, iz » mssifestation of
Neture, sud FNature gpens more then the lifetime of = mamn. But shen we
say that hers in tha Ftusrt Wursery more secdlinge then over before are
being grown end ehipped to reforest sore seres in the South thsn has ever
been done befors, we =me not bomsting of spead =nd cost snd zize., Yo are



expressing the pride of = !ob done whieh cslled for quick and sure
sotion; = job that will bring large and continuing results in human
welfsra,

Thr ugh six years, ¥ajor Stuert, as Chief of t ¢ Forest Service,
went through one of the meost important phsses of governmental forestry,
It was n crucial psriod =- yat o period that caused few hesdlines in
tie papers, Glory, fame, -~ these ¥ ings were forgotten in his steady,
ineredibly difficult fight for an expansion of forest cons:rvation
throughout a coun ry that badly nseded Wc-m’ to save ite
vanishing rescurces, The job that Msjor Stusrt took over on his ase
ecendenay to t'e lesdership of the Forest Service needed, oried for, n
man of exeetly his ealibre. Strong, sure, unhurried, unflustered —-
and herdheaded in matters hw knew to be right - he hept the Forest Service
moving forward, strengthening its position, spresding mere valusble informne
tiony moving toward that time he muet have felt wos coming when natiomal
sttention and netionsl interest would center as naever before upon the
Forest Sesvice's function for the good of the n=tlon., It is to the and
of everlostin. Justice theat he lived to see our nstional poliey embrace
conservetion as one of its major programs, in strong, liberal support of
the prineiplea he had labored %o tiphold,

Fio name lives on; his work lives onj his spirit ip far from
forgotten among the men of the Forest Service who woriked with his, fought
beside him, trokked the wildernesses with him, vithout being too faneiful,
I_thtnk we may consider that enech of the millions of trees which will grow
from the ssedlings produced in the Stusrt Nursery will bear some part of
his indomitable spirit,

-8-



It 18 difficult for me to spesk of *Hob® Stuart without personsl
emotion. I knew him slooet as o fother knows his som. After his greduation
from Yole in 1906 his first regular assignment in the Vest wup as ny Forest

Assistant at Missouls, Uontens, when I was a Pareat Supervisor. From our
first meeting ¥n the day of his desth ours wee an associntion of parfect
unfearstanding, "uring tha first few veare of that =ssceistion he was my
subordinete; during the lsst 31X, ue was my chief. I rejoice thet ne
unkind word ever passeod belween us and that I nowver kaew his to give utter-
ange %o sn unworthy thoughs.

He wae a Yennsylvanisn of Seoteh-Irist deseent, edusated ia the
public sehools of Harrisburg and Cerlisle, and st Dickinson Gollege. After
his gradvetion from thet institution, he sttende’ the Yale Sshool of Forestry,
elass of 1906, Tn 1912 he was transferved %o the Washington office of the
Fereat JService vhare he serve! until the entry of the United States into the
¥orld ¥ar, He was pleced on military lesve »nd cowmissioned Captein in the
10th = or Torsest -~ Engineer Regiment, loter being promoted to the rank of
Major. TBor his services in the ‘mericen Expeditionary Force, be received a
eitation from Ceneral Fershing.

In Vay, 1920, he vesigned from the U, 3, Forest Serviee to
agcopt the Daputy Commissionership of Forestry in Peansylvenin, under Gifford
Pinehot, ane of the mmtion's great foresters aad first chlef of the Forest
Service., 'mior ftu~rt wes loter nade Secretary of Forests and Waters, follow-
ing Pinchot's election 23 Covernor., At the expir=tion of Cowernor Pinchot's
torm of office, != jor Stuart reentered the Forest Sorvice in charge of the
Brench of Public Relations and on May 1, 1928, was =ppointed Chief Forester,
suceeeding Golonel ¥Willism 3, Greeley. He served until Osiober £3, 1988,

-l



when his sudden de~th brought his work to = close., He diad in linve of
duty.

The last yesr of his 110 had been & trying one. Less then |
& monih after the insuguretion of President Roosevelt, the Unemployment !
Relief Aet opened the way for carrying oubt the Fresident's plaa for or- \‘
ganizing the Civilien Conserwation Corpse. Now nud heavy respoasibilities
wore at ouse plsesl on the Forest Serviee aad on Major Jtuart. These
greatly ineresnped s the gensr:l reeovery program took shaps, throush f
eallotments of twenty miliion dollars for the resumption and iremendous
sceeleration of lond aequisition for netionel forest purposes =nd of |
forty million dollars for construction =nd improvement sovk on the natiomal
forests themeslves, !rjor Ttusrt responded with Joyful eszarness to the
hesvy demsnde, Tor this was, in s manner of apeskiagz, the frultien of sll

he hed been working for in the yeare he served =8 Chiel Forester, '@ ;Tr

&

Yowhere was this socelersted progrom put iato mere widespread
effeet than in m South. Healizing the great nsiural advantages possessed
by the southern steics for profiteble timber growing, maud of whe conbinae
tion of situmtions which had greatly returded progress in this line, mush
of ¥ajor Stusrt's attention wes direeted %o this seetion of the eountry,
The Stuart Wursery hes played and is still playing s tremendous role in the
program of rehntilitation, thus esrrying through ons of Robers Stuart's
moat cherished projecis.

Prior to 1984, the entire eastern Iwif of the nation was

elassed o8 one National Forest reglom. uith the tremendous wpewing of _
{ fl\\\
i

development work it waes decided thad®the time hsd come to ecreste n separate

i
Southern Region, with Lesdquartors in /tlente. From that time on the i
netionsl forest srems in the Southern Resion heve grown extensively under



Pplons siready serefully leid out during imjor Stusrt's period as Chief
Yorester through »n aequisition progvem which lms greasly added, not
only to the extent of the existing southern Nationnl Forests, but hes
brought about the c-®ation of weny bew Retionsl forest purchese unitvs.

I thiak we must all be familisr wit. the conditions whieh
brought about the nesessity for such =n expansion of forest areas under
goverament sdministration, bee-use in regions like the South forest
Wsmm of the m=jor pettern woven into the economic life.
Certainly in the netter of southern pine we touch the basic industry
whigh supports » trsmendous shave of the populstion of the JSowth,

But the giory in the South, Just =g i% hna been in the once-
megnificently foreated north woedlends, hes, in the p-at, been one of
unwise wholesale cutting, und of the aftermath - fire, which stalled
unchacked throug: mu)nru: sikinned of thelir wvelue. Yore and more of
thase aeres in the prst twenty years have been floeting in that half-
world between privete snd public ownership threugh tex delinquensy,.
These barren londs where maturel peproductien wne stoprad becouse of
fire, were wore then simply "out of cireulation™, They represanted &
doad welght,growing heavier, around the neek of the pudlie.

iz many craes submerginsl for farming, tie srine service
these la=nde were suited '» perform was thet of growing timber; they
wars shut off from that. ‘orse yet, these londs are the vital sentrols
of the wutersheds; their protectiwe value is worth inestimeble miliions
of dollars. Denude’, devestated, they ¢on no longer check the flow of
reinfell which, S8TViNE goap.iike gullies, washes sway snmually mililoms
of eubie feet of fertlle top =il; seerifying once-Tertile ferm lends

-



with erosion, swelling the me jor strosme to flood proportions whieh in
turn sweep away the works, tha homwes ~ad the livea of men,

Upin these forest lands depend ia « Shoussnd iiffereat wys N
the lives ond welibelng of whole communitice. Bub 1u the weke of es~ |
ploftetion »nd misuse hes coms a desolate trail of "ghost towns®, come
m&uu-ﬁuhmthiﬂnmm.mmﬂm«mu\
has been deetroyed. The inhnditents of these communities hove helped to
ewell our melief rolls; the tradosmen dependent upon theso comaunities
heve hed to look elsswhere for customers, snd have not always sicoceded,
The buildings, the ls»d, heve rons for taxes. It is not » pretiy piecture.

The Torest Jervice seas »s lmjor Jtusrt sew, the need for '
rehnbilitation of such forest sreas, for development of sbudle, cantinue \

ous produation frow our Torest lends, Through fedowal forest extension,

=nf thvoue erapsration wtthlthe Gtntes and with priwete ownars 1t i3 en~ ‘
desvoring to chanse %t e ploture from 2 “out-gutesandeget-out® gyastem to \
ane of sust-ined production snd of mumajm steblo industries nnd 1
eormunities, Dovastated lands spproved for purchose »a nuelel of Tuture

mmtionsl forests »nd many scres of tham ineorporsted into existizg Yational
Chtrnonda of Oprn ZnTh Araollifot, hontompnbBes saploprndty Tolias oMo,

Forests, hove becone esasvels oF txbewedmimnl whish havw supplied, che Y

groundwork for the relmbilitotion of these aress so that in the future

they mey play thelr pert in proteating the wmtersheds, thereby saving

untdld millions of dollars in damsge by floods smd erosion; in providing

once more A sourom of inceme from foreet products snd forest industry;

end in greatly expanding freilities for wholesoms, outdoor recrantion

for the people of cities, towns =nd villages.

The story is told that early in 1833 ons of Fresidesnt
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Roosevelt's advisors eamé fo iajor Stuert and asked him if, within » few
wosks, $he Formst Service could put soms hundreds of thousends of men to
work on ussful projects in the country's forssis. Terhope Bob SSuert
owollowed o 1ittle, but he snsweved simpiy, "Yea".
"But 2 hundrod thousand men §& o lot of men”, the sdvi.or ssid,
"aybe you don't realize whet a large order thet iav,
"You don't know the Forest Service”, =us Hob Jtuart's suswers
It might be added that he 4idu't wmow Bob Stuurt.
Thet wae the beginaing of the CO0, Thus, with the U.5. Forest
Servige under the lesderahip of ¥ajor Stuart csrrying = lorge shere of the
lowd, hundveds of Giviliss Gonservation Corps ewmps wers ost-ilished to degin |
the work of forest reb-bilitetion and improvemsnt througoutl the couniey, ]
faeluding southern foreest lardas. The prinelpzl work of taese young sea
in the South as included protestion of the woodlauds sgaizet fire, uad
Mﬁ!hﬁu of deauded sress, It ls, of course, the second Job that
interests us most bere 3% the Stusrt Nursery. ub first, about mm//-" '
Geowing conditions &n the southern stetes fewor the produge
tion of timber., If fire is kept out of the forests, botn netursl end ar$ifi-
eial reforsstotion hes ¢ healthy chencs of success. Thervefors wueh of the
forest work has been in the opening of move and more ar =3 to wmodern foreet
fire fighﬂ.m =nd prevention. This has crlled for ths coustruction of
mony niles of truck trails and telephone lines for the construgtion of locke
out towers snd for the removel of fire huserds from ro~d snd Sreilside,
Those enmps on private timberlsonds, which ure oper«te’ on s FaderaleState
uad privete owner cooperative besis, hove concentrated solely on such work.




Of equal importance %o the uow Sguthera Region hae besen the job
of plenting, =nd of eowrse, groeing the seedlings for reforeststion.

In 1984, with land-secuisition proceeding st an sccelersted rste, plans
were lzid %o moke it voseible o reforest from 800,000 to $30,000 seres
over a ten~yoar period. Originsl plens for construction =nd develope
mert of the Stuart Wursery, vhich ceme inte being in 1935, eslled for

& %en nillion ssedling produetion., In 1934, these pluns were earried .
out. But after consifering the planting needs in Louisions, Mesisesippl,
and Texas, it wae decided %o enlarge the nurssry %o & 35,000,000 seedling
produation. The guett for 1908 was leter incrensed to 42,000,000, whieh,
wit: oaly s very s 1l pereenteoge of lass, wes resched., 4ll this ealled
for & tremendous eneryy output, for with scres consisatly being sdded to
the Nstional Forest areas 1% was negessmry to steri reforestation ane
soon =8 possible, As for the lshor neeessery %o do the work, slmost all
of it wes supplied by the 00C cemps loe-ted sitbin « short distance of
these grounds. These men heve done » job %0 bz proud of.

The Stuart Nursery h=s furnished the bulk of f{ta sesdlings te the
Elsatehie Nationel Farest nenrby, %o the DeSote in seissippi, end to
the Sam Housten tn\m-. many ¢ ousands hove been shipped io tbe Florids
forests,

We of the Forest “ervice like to conpider our jobs »s being more
izportent then the men whe hold them. Others will corry ou as we drop
out of the pleture, This is necessery, for we are workin for the future,
He jor Robert Youag Stuart held thie wiewpoin: strongly; tLhus it ie sere
than fitting thet this nursery, which is growisg young trees for future
produgtion of timber for sswlege, pulpwood sud nawal =tores, sbhould bear
his neme., The work he storted continues; the trees we plant grow, bear
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seeds, which in turn produce the species. It is up to the people of
the nation today, and to the future generations as well, %o consider
themselves as havine acespted the stewnrdship of the forestis =- with
definite obligations to take crwre of them while they liv. —- and to pass on

their evere-productiwe heritage to future generstions.



ADDRESS AT DEDICATION OF STUART NURSERY
Jaas 17, 1936,

By ¥. '. Sherman, Assistant Chief, Forest Saervice.

I esn think of no bBetter w2y to kénor the memory of 21 oube
stundjps foresiar thean to pame a forest ?roo pursery for hin, I ean
think of mo batter way to honar the memory of Robert Younz 3tuart then
by giving his name to this periiculer nurcary =- the ler-eat in the
South, aaf one of tie lurpest 1n the worlds Por ¥elov Jtusrt, aas Clief
af the United S}ctea Foreat S“ervice, weg particuisrly interested in the
expansion of forestry in the “outh, end in the reforest tlon phage of our
pationsal forest cornservetion proaram,

Creztion of thle nurssry on the Hisztahle fational Foreat wee
docided upon before hias untimely passing; it fa,then, & frultion of
Pie desire; the mturly growtlh from ¢ seed of hie planting,

It 1o, T know, one of thw characterisiics o7 our npe thet we
ueasure the velue aof things by thelr rapaitude; to s~y tant this 1s
the biggeat, the tallest, or thzt this wee Joue it ihs shortest tine -
eoet the mest mouvey, themse «re evnson expreseions of wzoden pride, But
to sincere foresters, slzo =ad 208t and speed are not the only aensuring
stdoke; Tfor the srowth of o $r2e, of a forealb, . ia » waitestation of
Nature, =ud Nature gpens ~ore than the lifetime of » man., But wxhen we
pry that hera {n the Fuart Yureery more secdlinge th«n aver belore mre
beinz gromn en! shinped t5 raforost cors eeres in the South than hap evar

been done before, we :re not boasting of spead »nd oozt nnd zize. Yo are



expressing the pride of = job done whieh cslled for quiek and sure
aotion} & job that will bring large and continuing results in human
welfare,

Thr-ugh six years, M¥ajor Stuart, as Chief of ¢ ¢ Forest Service,
went through one of tho most important phases of governmentzl forestry.
It was 8 crucial period =- yet n poriod that caused few heedlines in
tie papers. Glory, fume, == these % ings were forgottea iz his stesdy,
ineredibly 4ifficult fight for an expansion of forest cons:rvatio:
shroughout a coun ry that badly needed ltroaa\{ud--nhtp to save its
vanishing resou-ces, The job that Mg jor Stuart took over on his as-
eendenoy to t'e lesdership of the Forest Service needed, oried for, s
man of exretly his ealibre. Strong, sure, unhurried, unflustered --
and herdheaded {n matiers he knew to be rizht = he kept the Forest Sorvice
moving forwerd, strengthening its position, spresding more valusble inforun-
tion; moving toward that time he must have felt wos coming when nationsl
sttention and n~tionsl interest would center ae never befors upon the
Forest Sesvice's funetion for the gosd of the n=tion, It 1is to the end
of evarlcstin: Justioce that he lived to ses our national poliey embrace
conservation as one of its major programs, in strong, lidersl support of
the principles he had labored to hphold,

Fis name liwes on; his work lives on} his spirit {e far from
forgotten amonz the men of the Forest Jervice wxho worked wit: hin, fought
beside him, trekked the wildernesses with him, “ithout beins too faneiful,
I.th:lnk we may consider that each of ths millions of trees which will grow
from the seedlings produced in the 3tuart Nursery will bear some part of
his indomitable spirit,



It is aifficult for me to speck of "Bob* Stuart without personal
emotion, 7T knew. him slmost as a f:ther knows his sem. After his graduation
from Yale in 1906 his first regular assigament in the West wup as uy Foreat
Assiatant at Flssouls, lontena, when I was a Forest Supervisor., From our:
first meeting to the day of his death curs was an assoaiation of parfact
understsnding., Nuring the first few years of that sssoceistion he was ny
subordinate; during the lest %X, L was my chief. I rejoice that no
unkind word evar passed betwesen us and tat I newver knew hi= to give utter-
anee to sn unworthy thoupht,

Ho wae a Fenasylvanian of Scotoh-Irist desgent, educate’ ia the
public sehoola of Harrisburg and Carlisle, end a$ Diokineon College. After
hig graduetion from that institution, ke atteade’ the Yale Sshool of Forestry,
eluss of 1906. In 1912 he was transferred to the Waghington office of the
Forazt Serviee vhare he serve' until the entry of the United States into the
Vorld ¥ar, %e was pleced on military le-ve snd somissioned! Captain in the
10th = or Torsst -« Engzineer Regiment, leoter deins promoted to the rank of
Yajor, Ear his services ir the ‘merig-n Expeditionery Force, he raceived a
eitation from General Fershing.

In Vxy, 1920, bhs resigaed from the U, 3. Forest Service to
accept the Deputy Commissionership of Forestry in Pennsylvenia, under Oifford
Pinchot, one of the n-tion's great forvsters cad firet chief of the Forest
Servise. 'mjor ftu~rt wnp loter m=de Seeretary of Forests snd Waters, follow-
ing Pinghot's election =8 Covernor. = A% the expirntion of Governor Pinchot's
term af office, i for Stuart reentered the Forest Service in charse of tle
Breneh of Public Relationa and on ¥ay 1, 1928, was appointed Chief Forester,
sooeeding Colonel William B, Greeley. He served until Oclober £3, 1933,
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when his sudden de=th brought his wark to = close, He died in line of
duty,

The last yeur of his life hed been a trying one. Less then
& month after the insuguretion of Fresident Roossvelt, the Unemployment
Relief Act opered the way for carrylng out the Fresident's plan for or-
ganizing the Civilizn Conserwation Corps., New end heavy reaspoasibilities
wors at ouce pleovi oo the Forest Serviee sad on Kajor Stuart. These {
greatly inoreased es the generzl rescavery program took shape, through .
.nm.',;.. of twenty miliion dollsrs for the resumption end tremsndous {r
aceelerntion of l-nd megquisition for netionel forest purposes =nd of |
forty million dollers for construction eaéd {mprovemsxnt sork on the nstiomal
forests themselves. ¥Yrjior S*usrt respondad xith Joyful essarnass to the
hetavy demmndg, for this was, in » manner of spe~kiaz, the fraition of =1l

he herd bsan working for in the years he served ss Chiel Farester. it

@

Fowhere wasz this sccolerated prosram put into moere widespread
effeet than in Vths South., Healizing ths great nslursl advantagss posscased
by the southern st~t=as for profitsble tlmber groeling, snd of she combinae
tion of situations which had greatly returded progress in ihis line, much
of ¥ajor Stusrt's ettention wes direeted to tiis section of the eocuntr .,

The Stumrt Yursery hes plryad and is still playing 8 tremeadous rale in t'e
program of rehsbillitation, thus esrrylng through one of xobert Stuari's '

most chorished projsctis,

Prior to 1934, the entire eastern h-1lf of the nation was
¢lassed as one National Forest reglem, #ith the tremendous upswing of
dovelopment work 1t wes decided thatithe time hsd come to ereate a sspirate
Southern Region, with hesdquarters in Atlante. From that time on the i
mational forest areas in the Sguthern Region have grown extensively under

e



plens slready eorefully leid out during = jor Stusrt's period as Chief
Yorester Shrough an a¢quisition program which has greatly edded, not

only to the extent of the existing southern Nationnl Forests, but hes
brought about the c eation of wony new nsationsl forest purch:ese units,

I think wo must all be femiliox wit: the eonditions which
brought about the necessity for such sn expansion of roiut sreas under
goverament administration, beeruse in regions like the South forest
Tesources m port of the major pettern woven into the economie life.
Certainly {2 the matter of southern pine we touch the dasic {ndustry
vhieh supperts & tremendous share of the populsition of the Jouth,

Dut the siory in the South, Juast =e¢ {% has been in the once-
mognificently foreated north woodlsnds, hoe, in the »ra3%, baen one of
unwise wvholesale csuiting, ond of the aftermath = fire, which stallked
uncheeked throug: ihose /if:roas sicinnsd of their velue, Yore snd zore of
these aeres in the prat twenty years have bdeen fleating in that hslf-
world bdetween private and pudlic ownership threug: tex delinquaney.
These barren lands where natural redroduction wus stoprad becsuse of
fire, were wore th:n simply "eut of cirsulation™, They represanted e
dead weight,growing heavier, around the neck of the publie.

In many c¢eses submrrginsl for faraing, tie prine service
these l=nds were suited ' perform wea that of growing timberj they
ware shut off from that, 7orse yet, these l=nds are the vitsl controls
of the w:tersieds; their protectiws walue is worth inestimeble milliions
of dollars, Denude', dewmmstated, they con no longer cheek the flow of
reinfell which, 92FVIRE geep-1ike gullies, washes nway snmually mililons

of oudbic fest of fertile top =21l se=rifying once~fertile form lands
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with ereosion, swelling the =s jor strosms to flood proportions which in
turn eweep away the works, the howes ~2d the lives of nen. \

Upon these forest lands depead in a thousand differeat wys !
the lives ond wellbeing of whole eommmities. But in the w:ke of es~ |
ploitation snd misuse hes come a desolate trnil of "ghest towns®, com-
munities which once thrived en forest industry, dbut whose source of supply
has been destroysd, The inhabitants of theso communities h=ve helped to
swell our relief rolls; the tredoswen dependent upon these comnunities
krve hrd to look elsewhere for cuatomers, and have not always suicoceded,
The buildinse, the l-nl, heve ;oans for taxes. It is not - pre%ty picture.

The Firest Sorvice seas ~s lwior Mu.rt sow, the nead for
rahahilit tson of such forast sreag, for develapment of ohadle, continue

osus produastion from our forast l-nds, Throush fodaral forest extension,

=14 throns  2canarat{sn ‘#{t?sithﬂ 3t=tas =nd with vriwte owners it {5 en~ '!

deevorins %o chanze Yt e nicture from » “out-gui-anierat-out® gystem to ‘.

ane of sust-ined production 'nd of suat-ined !.rzd at=hile {ndustries nnd

eommunities, Davistated landas sporoved for purch-ge »3 nuelel »7 fustu 'i

mtioml foresta 201 wmeny acres of them incorporsted into exlatizg Maitional
Chrianwdte rne 2T Aam A fok, hov-euaps T s p gy [ Ay Mlas

Forests, have bocome resorvoirs of ledboredemand which heve mppliod/‘tho ¢

groundwork for the re!abilit-tion of theso aress s» thint in the future

they may play their pert in proteeting the watersheds, threredby saving

urteld millions of dollers in d=msge by floods and erosion; in providing

ence more A sourow of inccme from foreet producte snd forest industry;

snd in greatly expanding frcilities for wholiesoma, outdaor recrestion

for the people of eities, towns =«nd villages.

The atory is told that early in 1933 one of Fresidont
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Roosevelt's advisors eaméd to ¥mjor Stusrt and asked him if, within = few
weeks, the Forest Service could put seme hundreds of thoussnds of man to
work on useful projects in the country's forssts., TFerhrope Bad S%usrl
ew:)llowed » little, but he snswered simply, "Yes®,

"But ¢« hundrod thousu:d wen i3 ¢ lot of wmen™, the sdvi.or seid,
maaybe you don't renlire wiet o l:vge order thet isv,

*¥ou don't know the Porest Jervice®, mes Hob Stusrt's unswer,

It might be edded that he 41du'® snow Bob Stu:rt, P

That was the beglnaing of the CCCs Thus, with the U.5, Foresst
Service under ths lesdership of iajor SPunrt oxrrying n lorge shore of the
lo=d, bundreds of Civilisa Uonservation Corps ¢:mps wers @2t  blished %o dagin
the work of forsat red-Bilit-tiom and fmprovesent throu o oul the connisy,
fseluding southern foreast Landas. The prineipszl work of toeae young zon
in the Soukh bas includad protaction of the woodleuds ~goizey Jire, ual
rororollhticm of denuds sTens, It las, of oourse, the sscond Job thad
intaresias us maast bere =% the Stuwrd Hursery. Sub first, sioul flre;

Geowing eonditions $a the southern astntes fowor the p;od‘ao-

tion of timber, If fire is kept out of the foreats, botn notursl snd 2rtifi-
einl reforestetion heas » healthy chence of succesa, Therefore »uech of the
forest wark has been ir ithe openinz of =ore and more nr =z to wodarn forast
fire fightirg nd prevention. This has cclled far the 2onstruction of
mony miles of truck trails and telephons liner for the sonstrustisn of locke
out towers and fo. the resov:l of fire huz:ordse from ro.d snd troilzide,

Those eaxps on privatae tizberlonds, which wre operite’ on s Faderaleitate

mad privete owney ecooperative beais, have eoncentrated solely on such work.
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0f equal importance %o the new Southern Region has bsen she job
of plamting, =nd of eourse, growing the seodlings for reforeststion,

In 1934, with land-sequisition proceeding st an secelereted yste, plans
were leid:to meke 1t vossidle to reforest from 800,000 to $00,000 seres
over a ten~year period. Originsl plens for constructien =nd devslop=
mert of the Stuart Mursery, which ceme into belng in 1933, erllei for

s ten million scedling production, In 1834, these plans were carried .
out. Dut after considering the plinting needs in louisi-na, ilssiseippi,
end Texss, it was decided to enlorge the nureasry to a 35,009,000 seedling
produation. The guedr for 1935 was later increnged to 42,000,000, whieh,
wit oaly a very m»ll percent gze of leas, wrs re.ched, All vhis eslled
for n \remendous ererzy output, for with neres consinatly beling mdded to
the Nationsl Forest arens 1% w=3 negogsary to st-ri reforest=tion se
8301 «m possible, Az for the lebor negsazeary to do the work, slmost all
of it was suprlied by the CCC compe loe-ted altliu « short distance of
these jrounds. Thaee =an hova done = jod to be sroud of,

The Stuart Nursery h-s furnished the bulk of {ts secdlingzs to the
Eisatehie Nationel Forest nearby, to the DeSoto in /dseiseippi, end to
the Snm Houston in\Texas, Nany ¢ ocusands heve been shipped to the Flarids
forests,

We of the Forest “ervice like to considar cur jobsz sg being more
importeant th#n the men who hold tham, Others w11l corry on 23 we drep
out of tho pieture. This 13 necessery, for we are workin for ihe futurs,
¥z jor Rodart Young Stuart held this wiewpoin: stronsly; tuiua 1t is sore
than fitting that this mursery, which is growing young traes for future
produstion of timber for sawlogse, pulpwood end nawal =%ores, should bear
bis neme, The work ho started continues; the trees we plsni grow, bear

.-



seeds, which in turn produce the species. It is up to the people of
the nation today, and to the future generations as well, to consider
shemselves as having accepted the stewardship of the forests =- with
definite obligations to take ¢ere of them while they live - and te pass en

thelr sver-productive heritage te future generations.
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'exyrnasing the prida of a !ob done which called for quick snd sure
aotiony a Job that wlll bring lsvrge and continuing results in hunan
wall ra,

Thr-ush eix ysars, }ajor Ctusrt, as Chisf of t o Forest Service,
want throush ones of tho most important phases of roveramentsl forestry.

It was a crucisl psriod == yet n poriod that crused few heedlines in

1

t e pepers, Clory, fime, == these t fngs were forgotten in his steady,
ineredibly diffiuult fickt for sn expaunsion of forest cons.rvation
throushout a eoun ry that badly nsedod stronglesad rsiip to sauve ita
vanislhing resources, The jJob thst Jajor Stuar; took over of Lin fge
cendency to t'e lesdership of the FPoreat “ervice noesded, cried for, a

ran of ex~¢tly his ¢alibre, Strong, sure, unhurrie?, unflustered ==

and herdheaded in ratiers ho knew to be richt «= ho hept the Forest Sorvice
movinz forwsnd, stronethening its position, spresding more valunble informne
tién; moving toward that time he =ust have felt wa coning when nationnl
ettention =nd n-tionsl interest would ceater ag naver before upon the
Yorevst Cepvicets funetion for the good of ths netion. It is to the end
of everlcstin-s Justice that he lived to mses our nstionsl policy enbrauce
conservation ag one of its malor prorenms, in strons, 1liberal susvort of
the prineiples he had ladorsd to hiphoid,

I{s name lives onj his work lives onj his rpirit is far from
“forgzotten emonz the men of the Porest Service who worted wit: hin, fouzkt
baside him, trexied the wildsrnssses with hime “1thout deiar too feneiful,
I.think w9 may consider that ench of the millions of treecs wiich willi grow
from the sgeadlings rroduced in the Stuart lursery will bsor some part of

his indomit ble spirit,
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It i difficult for me to sperk of "Bob® Stuart without personal
emotions 7T knes him slooet as a fotler knows his sone After his graduation

fra= 12le in 1006 his first regular assignsent in the 7ast wis asg 1gr Foreat

S

Assistant et "lassuls, lontena, vhen I was a Foreat Supervisor. From our
first maating to ithe Asy of hig danth ours wne an sssooimtion of perfact
undarstanding, Puring tha first few woars of thai‘rssoei~tion he wvas my
pubordinatay curinc the lagt S1X e wes nmy ehief. I reioice th=t ne
unking word evey meead betweon us and ttat I nover knew hit to give utitet-
ance %0 n unworthy thousht,

fla we & Temasylvanian of Scotol=Irish dosgent, educated ia the
publie sehosla nf Faerrisghurg and Carliisle, 2nd at$ Tickinesn College. Af Loy
his cradustion from that instituiion, ke sttsades the Yale iichool of Forestry,
¢l=ss of 1906, Tn 19¥12 he wes transferred to the Taghington ofrice of the
Foroat “orvice share Yo mervet until the entry of the United States into the
Yorld Tar, %Ya wug pleced on military lesve m»nd coomismsionsd Captein in the
10ih == or Forest == Inzineer Razinant, lutef beins vromoted to the rank of
Yelore Tor his services ir tha ‘neriecn Ixpeditionary Force, be raceived a
eftation from Conoral Tsraning,

In U=y, 1070, ha resiened from {he U, 3. Forest Service to
accepl the Tapusty ¢Oﬁmisnionorahip of Yorestry in Pennsylvenis, undsr Gifford
Pirehot, one of the n-ilon's great forosters sad first cilef of the Forest
Eervies, 'mjor Stu-rt wep loter nade Decretary of Forssis end Zaters, follow-
inz Finchot's eclection #28 CoTermore . At the expir-tion of Covernor Ffinchot's
torm of ofrice, imiogr Stuart reentered the Yorast Surviee in gharse of tio
Br-aeh of Public Zelations »nd on Yay 1, 1925, was ~ppointed Chief Forester,

gucceeding Colonel wiili-n , Uraeeley. He served unill Celober £3, 1923,
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whon his sudden do~th brousht his work to » close. Ha died in line of
duty,.

Toe l=st your of his 1life hsd been & tryinz one, Less then
& nonth after the insupuration of rresident Rosgavslt, the Unesployment
Relief Aot oponed the way for e=rrying cub the Fresidesat's plaa for or-

ganizing the Civilion Conservation Corpas JNow mnd heavy res; »asibilitics

Ta at ousae plaesc on the Forsal Sexvice =ad oa iajor stuarts These
greatly ineranssad s the general recovery prorram took shsps, throush
ellotments of twenty niliion dollars for ile resuomtion end iresmendous .
goecalerntion of l-nd mequisition for netionsl forest purposes =nd of
forty million &ollesrs for construction end {zproverment sork oz the national
foresta thenesives, '2iar S'uert reepordad with joyful encgrnans to the
hesvy demande, for this waas, in s m-auer of spskiasz, tha fraition of cli
e h»d baen workine for in the yeare he served u3 Chiel Foresier,

Vowhara was thle rocolerated pro-rTam pub into more widespread
effect than in tha “suth. Faclizing ths great nsiural advantagss possassod
by the pouthern stot-a for profiteble timber iroving, nnd of ke conbinne
tion of siturtions vhich hrd sreatly returded progress in iais line, much
of aior Sturrtts etlention wes directad to this seclion of tie countr,
The Ztusrt Yursery hL-e pleved and is stlll pi-yluz & trescndous r3le in t.8
progranm of rehntcllitation, thus e=rsying throush ore of Rotert Stuart's
post chorlehed projecia,

frior to 13&4. t's entire eszstern h-if of the nation wWas
¢lassed ns one National Forest reslioms oith the treamendous upswing of
devalopmant sork it was dacided thatile tiue Bsd coms {0 ereats m sop:rute

Southern Recnlon, with Lecdouarters inm . tisatis. From timt time on the

miiaml fapant amges in the Soutnern RNerlon have grown extensivaly undap




plons 2lready eareafully leid ocut during ilajor Stusrt's period ss Chief
Foreater throush an sequisition prosram which hag freatly added, not

only to the extent of ths existing southera Nationnl Forests, dut h=e
brouzht ebout the ¢ ®ntlon of weny new n-tiounsl Torost purchsse units,

I think wo must wll be femilior wft:. the conditiozs whioh
brought about the necessity for such an expunsise of forast areas under
govemnent =dninistration, becruse ia rezionas like the Jouth forast
ressuress ;re vord of ths ms jor psttera woven ints tha economie life.
Certainly 4{n the matter aof southeran pine we touch the basie {nduatry
vhich suprerta = teemendous share qr the ponuletion of ¢tha “outh,

Dut the giory in the Jouth, fust =e {% haeg been in the once-
magnificently forasted nurih woodlends, kg, in the »-a%, tecn one of
unwise vholesale cuilling, snd of the afterasth «= fire, which stelled
vncheckod thrsuz: tnoaajzraas sikinned of their wvelue, ‘ore and more of
thass sores in the pret twenty years have heer floating in that haslf-
world betwesn privets =nd publie omneorship throush tex de2liaguancy,
These barran l-nds where naturel reoroduction wns ntan:aa bacousa of
fire, ware wwore th'n simply "out of cirsulation®, They reyresanied s
dead walphi,growins heavioer, around tihe naek of the publie,.

in many craes submrzinsl for f-rainz, tio orine sarvice

tuesze lsnds were suited ) rerTorm wea that of esrowlag timbery they
wars shubk off from thas, ‘orae yob, these londs are the vitsl controla
of the wutersteds; their proteetizs wnlus is worth insatim-ble miliions
of dallars, Denule', demisi-ted, they cna no lonror check the flow of
rafaf -1l shioh, ©8TVING gaapniike rullins, weshes ~wey enmually »iliions

an

of eudie feet of fertile top #:ily seoriiyings once-~ferstle fora londs
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with erosion, swellinz the »» jor stro=ms to Tlo2d4 proporiions which in
turn gweep avay the works, the hosep ~2d ths lives of nen.

Upin these farsst linde depsnd i a thoussnd dfffereat wiys |

-
Y

ths lives ond wellbolng of whole comunitise, -Hut i the w-ka of ez~ i

|

ploftation nnd misuse has cons a desolata troil of "ghoet towns™, come |

|
wmunities wiich onece thrived en forast induatry, Yut vhinse source of eupply \

\
has Deen destroved. Thue inh=ditants of those comrunities h-vo holpod to
g7ell our wrelfef rollsy ihe tredngwen dupendant upon theso commumities
heve hed to look elsevhere for customera, #nd have not 2lwavs smicaceded,
Tho tuildinrcs, the l-vd, have ;oae for taxes. It i3 not - pretiy picture,

The ?:rest Sarvies gens -3 “wier tunrt smaw, ths »end for
rahabilit ttan of such forast aregs, for davalosment of oiedie, contiiue
sus produstion frow our forast l-ndss Throuch fadapal forest extension,
=4 ‘thvonr  angnamation «{th{ths 3Si=tans =nd with vrivate owners (¢ is ene
deevoriny 4o echenme $° e nicture fron = "tut=sut=anderat-out® sy stam to
one of sust-ined production +ad of sultuinod;é::zd st bles fnfurtries nud
gormunitien, Tavestated landas sporoved for purch-se »3 nuclel of futu
prtionsl forasts »nl wrny sarss of thas incorporsted inta existi=z 'miional
Clisvromnds  of Vi G Th Lamt il fok, Don-Chapu BT sang Ciprnncty T hws oo s )
Yoreste, Nrove bodoms resorvolirs of lsboredemand whieh heove at:gr\licd/\‘:..'n AN
groundwork for the re’nbilit-tion af theso arass s» thint in the future
they may »ley thelr port in rroteoting the wateraheds, theredy saviry
H_ur.tblﬂ mnilliors of dollsrs in donspe by floods rnd erosions in vproviding
eTioe woTe A souree of frcome frem forest profucte rnd forest fndustry;
wnd in preatly expandine freflities for shoiesoma, outdoor racrantion
for t e poopla of cities, ‘ovnp - d villaros,.

The story is told tuat early 4m 1333 ons of iresidont
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Rooszovelt's advisors vana to ‘ajor Stusrs mnd &&'ﬁ.:d him if, within & few
woako, the Forest Carvice could put sane hundreds of thousends of man to
work on ussful profacta in the country's foresis. irerhnpa Rod Jiusst
ow-llomed » 1littles, but ha ~nswered sinyply, “Ya;::

"But 2 hundvod thoussnd wen 13 o lot of wen®, the edviwor seid,
"maybe vou don't reslize wlzt & l-1ge order ilst-Lav,

*You don't know the Forast ‘ervice®, w. s £od Utuar$'s unewars '\

It might be added tlnt he didu'¢ anow Lob StuiTts .

That was the beginning of ths CC0e Thue, uith the L.5. Foroat
Service under tha lesdorship of ajor Stussd osrrying o l-rze shore of the
1024, hurdrels of Civilisn Conservatisn Corps e:nps were eut-tlishad %o bdarin
the work of farsst rah bilit-tlon and impravazeat throug oul the coniey,
iueludine aomtheorn foract Londse Tha prinelipcl work of tagese Jauvng =en \
in the “oubh das ineludsd protection af the woodlsads gz ines Jire, uad
rofor;ct-tion of denuded srTens, It s, of cnurss, the zacond Job thad

intereats us wost hera =% the Stoart Durcerye Twt lirst, 2lout fires
A
Crowing eonditions 4a the soutiern ststes fovor the produge

tion of timber, If fire is kept out of the ﬁafaafa, bBotn n-tural snd »rtifi-
e¢isl raforastsrtian hea ¢ healthy chrnas of muecesa, Therafsres »uch of ithe
forest work hag bean ir ihe opaninz of wore and mere rr sz to wodern Corast
fire fichiirz =nd prevention, This hasg erlled far the construotion of
meny niles of truck 4riilo =nd telenkons lines for the construction of locke
gut towera and o the rerov-l of fira hzards from ro -4 snd treilzide,

Thosa e32ps on private tizlherinads, xhich wre operite’ on a Faderal-=itate

wnd privote ounery cooperntive Yaip, haye ceoncentrated salaly on such work,

«¥ -



0f s7usl ioportance o the new Joubthern Nesion has b2on the Job
of pilrating, nnd of eourse, groving the seedlings for reforest=tion,

In 1934, with lend-sernuisition procesding =t en cccelersted r-te, plens
were leid to moke it vossidble $o reforest from £30,000 to 500,000 ecres
over & teneysar period, Orizinsl plens for constiruction -nd devolop=
port of the Ltusrt Mursery, «hich ersre ixto belng in 1835, en)led for

— &
e ton million seadling productions In 1004, thess pi-us ware carried .
oute Tut after considerir; tha plxnting reeds in Iouisi-na, ufssiseippi,
end Texss, it wna degided $2 enlsrse tha rursary %0 & J8,U0dd,000 ssedlirg
sroduction. The guote for 13085 was leter increnpad Vo 42,000,000, whieh,
wit. only & very mmll pereant ro of loas, wee re ched, all vhis enlled
for n \romgndous erncrzy outpud, for with neres consiuatly beling sdded to
the Nsllonal Forest aress 1% w2s neanagerary to st ri reiorestaiion es
2301 «8 possiblae, ‘e e the lebor negessary o (o the work, eizost all
of 1%t was suprlied by theo CSC cempe loe-ted aitlin a sbori dinstance of
thege proundse These m2n heve doue n Job 2 b2 proud of.

The Stuart MNurseary - e furnished the bulk of {ts sucdlings te the
Flontolile Nationnl Parcst ne~vhy, to the Deloto in Jissiseippi, end to
the ‘nm Houston in\‘l‘emn. *any t ocusands bove bosn siipped to the ¥Ylorida
forecstee

We of the Yorest “arvice like %o considar cur jobs ss being more
irportent th-n the =en whe hold ths:m, Qthers will crry ot nd we drop
ott of tho pieture, This s necassery, for we are vorkin for ihe future,
¥a Jor Kobari Youag Stusrt hell this wiewpolin: stronsly; itiua it 15 zore
than fitting that this curssry, =tich is growing youny trass for future
produation of timdepr for eewloss, p-liwaod zud maval clores, sho.ld Boar
his n-me, 7Thd work ho st ried cantinuesy the trees ws plsnl grow, boal

.e..



seeds, which in turn produ¢e the species, It i3 up to the people of
tae nation todsay, and to the futurs generations &s well, to consider
thexsslves as havins accepled the stewordship of the forssis == with
definite obligations to tuake e¢nre of them while“they liv: - znd to pass on

their ever-productive heritage to future generstions.



