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ro:ren tta;;i1lt, .. ro.etrt { .. tmbGl' anl$3) i JJ ti:i_e .. u1a.t lorester'a of­

r10~, · a h1.ngton, • c. 
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Gt>ruL:1•J1oaer unc oeoreta-ry o:r the 'forootry dapartt1out 'for 
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ot the GOv~ rnment 'a for atry work. 
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All ~or hiat • ending t _ rr:J ~ l t o .-..u.t:'l•' 15 1n regon an4 

asbiDgtoa. 
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ROBERT Y. STUART 

I don ' t have any information in hand on Bob Stuart . I do 
know that•he started his career in the USFS , was a professional 
forestero He left the FS and went with Pinchot to Pennsylvania 
when Pinchot was Governor o Came back to FS as head of I&E and 
went from I&E to Chief in 1928 

1
/J $bloi 

FERDINAND A. SILCOX I c 
Silcox was a professional forester , graduated MF 1905 at Yale . 
Went to work for FS July 1 , 1905 as a "Forest Assistant" ' which 
grade later was called "Junior Forester". Became Distric t 
(Regional) Forester , R- 1 in 1910 arm d Chief in 1933 . 
He left FS sometime around 1918 and became an arbitrator for 
printing industry . I ' d say he had been out of FS about 13 years 
when came back as Chief . Was personal friend of FDRoosevelt . 

Some reference sources : "Who Was Who in America" \ 
" Dictionary of American Biography" ~ 
Society of American Foresters (they have a 

\ 

complete file - - or did have --includi ng 
applications for membership) 
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Biographical Sketch of Robert Y. Stuart 

By Frank J. Harmon 

Robert Y. Stuart had served for 13 years in administrative forestry posts 

in the U.S. Department of Agriculture and for 7 years in the State of 

Pennsylvania before becoming Chief of the U.S . Forest Service in May 1928, 

succeeding William B. Greeley. Stuart took over at a time of increasing 

Federal-State cooperation in fire protection and tree planting, and r apid 

growth in State forestry~ all encouraged by the Clarke-McNary Ac t of 1924, but 

a continuing recession in lumber industry. A Timber Conservati on Board 

appointed by Pres ident Hoover resulted in a Forest Serv ice report wh i ch led 

Hoover to ask for restricted timber sales from National Forests. 

Forest research was greatly stimulated and the nationwide timber survey 

was begun with enactment of the Mcsweeney-McNary Act three weeks after he 

became Chief. Reforestation and stand improvement on National Forest land was 

boosted by the Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930. He put into effect a system of 

primitive, wild and natural areas, and based grazing fees on livestock 

prices. The Depression and the New Deal Administration of Franklin Roosevelt 

resulted in sudden greatly increased responsibilities for the Forest Service 

under Stuart. In March 1933 its big report to Congress, A National Plan for 

American Forestry (Copeland Report) was issued, calling for more public 

forests and their more intensive management. A few weeks later large fund s 

were made available for forest conservation and improvement, research, and 

land acquisition, and the Civilian Conservation Corps was established. Stuart 

and his assistants worked at top speed to get the first camps established and 

forestry work there underway. Many new National Forests were established 

during his term of office, and field work began for later establishment of 
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National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest. Stuart died 

October 23, 1933, leaving the new Chief, F.A. Silcox to carry on the expanded 

work. 

Stuart was a native of Pennsylvania and entered the Forest Service in July 

1906 upon receiving his M.F. degree from Yale University, and began work in 

the Northern Rocky Mountain District where he became Assistant District 

Forester in charge of operation and then silviculture, which included timber 

sales and planting. He served there under both Greeley and Stuart. In 

November 1912 he followed Greeley to Washington to serve under him again, as 

assistant chief of silviculture. After two years overseas in the 10th and 

20th (forestry) engineer regiments in France during the first World War, where 

he became a major, he returned to the Forest Service, but only for a year. He 

resigned in 1920 to accept the post of Deputy Commissioner of Forestry in 

Pennsylvania, serving under Commi ss ioner Gifford Pinchot and then becoming 

Commission in 1922 when Pinchot became Governor. In 1923 his position was 

changed to Secretary of Forests and Waters. Early in 1927 he rejoined the 

Forest Service as Assistant Forester in charge of Public Relations, and a year 

later became Chief when Greeley left to take a post with the western forestry 

industry. 

Like Greeley, he favored encouragement of fire control and good forestry 

practices on private land rather than regulatory action, although he saw great 
~ 

damage by forest exploi~ion. He believed better forest management would come 

about by increased scientific knowledge, more Federal-State cooperation, more 

and better State forestry agencies, relief from burdensometaxation, and the 

example of National Forest management. He advocated enlarging Federal forest 

holdings in the East, West, and Alaska to serve this function of practical 
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education by good example, and he urged cooperative study and action to insure 

orderly marketing of timber to prevent overcutting and land depletion. He saw 

that some restraint might be needed, but believed t hat should be l eft to the 

States. 

In March 1934 the forest tree nursery on the Kisatchie National Forest in 

Louisiana was named by the Forest Service in his honor. 

References: 

Biographical sketches of Robert Y. Stuart prepared by Forest Serv ice 

information staff, in file of History Section, Forest Service . 

Henry Clepper, Leaders in American Conservation, (New York: Ronald Press, 

1971). pp. 308-09. 

11 Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker," by Henry Clepper, Journal of 

Forestry 59:1 1 (November 1961), p. 800. 

Annual Reports of the Forester, 1928-1933. 

Service Bul l etin 17: 23 (November 6, 1933), pp. 1, 2. 
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Robert Young Stuart (1883-1933) 

Fourth Chief of the USDA Forest Service (1928-1933) 

Robert Stuart was born on a farm near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on February 

13, 1883. He earned B.A. and M.A. degrees at Dickinson C.Ollege in nearby 

Carlisle, and entered the Forest Service in July 1906 upon receiving his M.F. 

degree from Yale University. re began work in the northern Rocky Mountains 

where in the great fire year of 1910 he became assistant District (Regional) 

Forester, for operation, and then silviculture, which included timber sales 

and planting . He served there under both William B. Greeley and Ferdinand A. 

Silcox, who both also became Orlefs. In November 1912 he went to Washington 

to serve under Greeley again as assistant chief of silviculture. 

After two years overseas with Greeley in the Tenth and ~ntieth (Forestry) 

Engineer Regiments in France during the first World War, Stuart returned to 

the Forest Service, but only for a year. re resigned in 1920 to become deputy 

Camnissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania under Gifford Pinchot. Two years 

later, when Pinchot became Governor, Stuart became c.ommissioner of Forestry in 

Pennsylvania and, after 1923, Secretary of Forests and Waters. Early in 1927 

Stuart rejoined the Forest Service as Assistant Forester in charge of public 

relations, and became Chief a year later when Greeley resigned. 

Although he was a Pinchot associate, Stuart, like Greeley, favored relying on 

encouragement of fire control and other good forestry practices on private 

land, rather than relying on Federal regulatory action. re advocated 

enlarging Federal forest holdings in the East, \lest, and Alaska to prcmote 



practical education by example, and he urged cooperative study and action to 

insure orderly marketing of timber of prevent overcutting and forest 

depletion. He recognized that some restraint of private cutting practices 

might be needed, but understandably, with his State experience, preferred to 

leave that to the States. 



Robert Young Stuart - 2 

Stuart's term as Chief saw forestry research greatly stimulated and a 

nationwide timber survey begun following enactment of the McSweeney-McNary 

Act; reforestation and stand improvement on National Forests boosted by the 

Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930; the implementation of a system of primitive 

and natural areas under the L-20 regulation of 1929; and the revision of 

grazing fees to reflect livestock prices. 

1he Depression and the New Deal resulted in greatly increased responsibilities 

for the Forest Service. In March 1933 it canpiled a two-volume report 

requested by C.Ongress, A National Plan for American Forestry (''The C-opeland 

Report''), calling for more intensive management and expansion of public 

forests. A few weeks later, appropriations were expanded for forest 

conservation and improvement, research, and land acquisition, while the 

establishnent of the Civilian C.Onservation C.Orps provided vast new manpower. 

Stuart and his assistants worked at top speed to get the first camps 

established and forestry work there underway. Many new National Forests were 

established during his term of office, and field work began for later 

establishnent of National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest. 

In 19.33 Dicldnson C.Ollege conferred on him an honorary D.Sc. degree. Overwork 

must certainly have contributed to Stuart's sudden death at his desk on 

October 23, 1933, in his Slst year. 

References : Henry Clepper, ''Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker,'' Journal 

of Forestry 59 (Nov. 1961): 800. Harold K. Steen, 1he U.S. Forest Service: 

A History (1976). 

--Frank J. Harmon 
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Biograph ica l Sketch of Robert Y. Stuart 

By Frank J. Harmon 

Robert Y. Stuart had served for 13 years in administrative forestry 

posts in the U.S. Department of Agriculture and for 7 years for the State 

of Pennsylvania before becoming Chief of the U.S. Forest Service in May 

1928, succeeding William B. Greeley. It was a time of rapid growth of 

Federal - State cooperat ion in fire protection and tree planting, and in 

State forestry, but there was a continuing recession in the lumber 

industry which led to a policy of restricted timber sales from National 

Forests. 

Forest research was greatly stimulated and the nationwide timber 

survey was begun with enactment of the Mcsweeney-McNary Act three weeks 

after Stuart became Chief. Reforestation and stand improvement on 

Nationa l Forest land was boosted by the Knutson -Vandenberg Act of 1930. 

He put into effect a system of primitive, wild and natural areas, and 

based grazi ng fees on livestock prices. The Depression and the New Deal 

Administration of Franklin Rooseve l t resulted in sudden greatly increased 

responsibilities for the Forest Service under Stuart. In March 1933 its 

big report to Congress, A National Plan for American Forestry (Cope l and 

Report) was issued, calling for more public forests and their more 

intensive management. A few weeks l ater l arge funds were made available 

for forest conservation and improvement, research, and l and acquisition, 

and the Civ ili an Conservation Corps was established. Stuart and his 

assistants worked at top speed to get the first camps estab li shed ano 

forestry work there underway. Many new National Forests were established 

during his term of office, and f ield work began for later establishment 
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of National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest . Stuart 

died October 23 , 1933, leaving the new Chief, F. A. Si lcox, to carry on 

the expanded work. 

Stuart was a native of Penn sylvania. He entered the Forest Ser vice 

in July 1906 upon receiving his M.F. degree from Yale Uni versity , and 

began work in the Northern Rocky Mo untain District where he became 

Assistant District Forester in charge of operation and then silviculture, 

which in~uded timber sales and planting. He served there under both 

Greeley and Stuart. In November 191 2 he foll owed Greeley to Washington 

t o serve under hi m again, as assistant chief of silviculture. Af t er two 

years overseas in the 10th and 20th (forestry) engineer regi ments in 

France during the first World War, where he became a major, he returned 

to the Forest Service, but on ly for a year . He resigned in 1920 to 

become Deputy Commiss ioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania to Gifford Pinchot, 

then becoming Commissioner in 1922 when Pinchot was elected 

Governor. In 1923 his position was changed to Secretary of Forests and 

Waters. Early in 1927 he rejoined the Forest Service as Ass istant 

Forester in charge of Public Relations, and a year later replaced 

Greeleyas Chief. 

Like Greeley, he fav ored encouragement of fire control and good 

forestry practices on private land rather than regulatory action, 

although he saw great damage by f orest exploitation. He beli eved better 

forest management would come about by increased scientific knowledge, 

more Federal-State coopera ton, more and better St at e forestry agenc ies , 

relief from burdensome taxation, and the example of National Forest 

management. He advocated enlarging Federal forest hol di ngs in the East, 
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West, and Alaska to serve this function of practical education by good 

example, and he urged cooperati ve study and act i on to insure orderly 

marketing of timber to prevent overcutting and land depletion. He saw 

that some restraint might be needed, but would leave that to the States. 

In March 1934 the forest tree nursery on the Kisatc hie National 

Forest in Louisiana was named by the Forest Serv ice in his honor. 

References: 

Biographical sketches in file of History Section, Forest Serv ice. Henry 

Clepper, Leaders in American Conservation, (New York: Ronald Press, 1971). 

"Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker," by Henry Clepper, Journal of 

Forestry 59 :11 (November 1961). Annu al Reports of the Forester, 

1928 -1 933 . Serv ice Bul letin 17: 23 (November 6, 1933). 
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Biographical Sketch of Robert Y. Stuart 
R Yl s,-c d 

( f1'110-i \ ) 

By Frank J. Harmon 

Robert Stuart was born in Cumberland County, Pa., in 1883. He entered the 

Forest Service in July 1906 upon receiving his M.F. degree from Yale 

University, and began work in the Northern Rocky Mountain District where he 

became Assistant District Forester in charge of operation and then silvicul­

ture, which included timber sales and planting. He served there under both 

Greeley and Silcox. In November 1912 he followed Greeley to Washington to 

serve under him again, as assistant chief of silviculture. After two years 

overseas in the 10th and 20th (forestry) engineer regiments in France during 

the first World War, where he became a major, he returned to the Forest 

Service, but only for a year. He resigned in 1920 to become Deputy 

Commissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania under Gifford Pinchot and two years 

later became Commissioner when Pinchot was elected Governor. In 1923 his 

position was changed to Secretary of Forests and Waters. Early in 1927 he 

rejoined the Forest Service as Assistant Forester in charge of Public 

Relations, and a year later replaced Greeley as Chief. 

Like Greeley, Stuart favored encouragement of fire control and good 

forestry practices on private land rather than regulatory action. He 

advocated enlarging Federal forest holdings in the East, West, and Alaska to 

serve this function of practical education by good example, and he urged 

cooperative study and action to insure orderly marketing of timber to prevent 

overcutting and land depletion. He saw that some restraint might be needed, 

but preferred to leave that to the States. 

Forest research was greatly stimulated and the nationwide timber survey 

was begun with enactment of the Mcsweeney-McNary Act three weeks after Stuart 

! 
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became Chief. Reforestation and stand improvement on National Forest land was 

boosted by the Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930. Stuart put into effect a 

system of primitive, wild and natural areas, and based grazing fees on 

livestock prices. The Depression and the New Deal Administration of Franklin 

Roosevelt resulted in sudden greatly increased responsibilities for the Forest 

Service under Stuart. In March 1933 its two volume report to Congress, ~ 

National Plan for American Forestry (Copeland Report) was issued, calling for 

more intensive management of public forests and their expansion. A few weeks 

later large funds were made available for forest conservation and improvement, 

research, and land acquisition, and the Civilian Conservation Corps was 

established. Stuart and his assistants worked at top speed to get the first 

camps established and forestry work there underway. Many new National Forests 

were established during hi s term of office, and field work began for later 

establishment of National Forests throughout the South and southern Midwest. 

Stuart died October 23, 1933, leaving the new Chief, F.A. Silcox, to carry on 

the expanded work. 

References: 

l. Henry Clepper, Leaders in American Conservation (New York: Ronald Press, 

1971), pp. 308-09. 

2. Henry Clepper, "Robert Y. Stuart, Indefatigable Worker," Journal of 

Forestery 59 : 11 (November 1961), p. 800. 

3. U.S. Forest Service, Annual Reports of the Forester, 1928-1933. 

4. U.S. Forest Service, Service Bulletin 17:23 (November 6, 1933), pp. 8-9. 
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ROBERT YOUNG STUART 

BY HERBERT A. SMITII 

AssistanJ Faresler, United States Farest Service 

M AJOR ROBERT YOUNG STU- Stuart's--of our strong, trusted, capable, 
ART, D. Sc., Chief of the loved leader; and we are sure that he 
United States Forest Service, walked that morning to his accustomed 

was instantly killed by a fall from a post of duty and his unexpected death 
seventh.floor window of the Atlantic with a will set to meet firmly whatever 
Building, the Washington headquarters the day might have in store. 
of the Forest Service, on the morning of For in him courage, purpose, and high 
Monday, October 23, 1933. resolve were matters of course. With 

The precise circwnstances are un- them were singularly combined simplic­
known. He had begun the day's work ity, genuineness, heartiness, and friendly 
betimes, alone, in a room that was spirit. A very rock of a man in depend­
probably overwarm. Rising from the ability and uncompromising loyalty of 
papers which had begun to receive ,his motive, he was also unassuming, ap­
attention (as was evident from their place proachahle, deeply human, considerate, 
and condition on his desk ) he seems to generous. There was nothing aloof, pre­
have crossed to the Associate Forester's tentious, or austere in his make-up. Of 
office, found no one there, lifted a win- Scotch-Irish blood, he blended with 
dow for air, and in a sudden onset of sturdy ruggedness of character a qual­
vertigo or fainting lost his balance and ity of homely warmth, openness of sym­
fallen outward. pathy, quick and deep responses and 

He had had occasional attacks of ver- wide interests. He was a noble comrade, 
tigo for some time, had been indisposed a staunch friend, a true American of the 
over the week-end, and had almost yielded best kind ; country-bred without provinci­
that morning to Mrs. Stuart's plea that ality, democratic without a trace of com­
be stay at home and get more rest. For monness. None could know him without 
two months or more, indeed, he had been admiration and trust, nor lose him with­
ruffering from the effects of the severe out lasting grief. 
strain which the enlarged responsibilities The pages of the JouRNAL OF FORESTRY 
and opportunities for forestrv under the in one or two recent issues have dis­
"New Deal" had involved. But be had closed a disposition in some quarters to 
held himself sternly to bis task, with no disparage the quality of public leadership 
outward evidence discovered even by his in forestry matters exercised of late from 
closest associates that his powers of en- within the profession. While it fa not 
durance were becoming seriously over- uncommon for side-line critics watching 
taxed. the game to criticire the choice of plays, 

On the day of his death he was at his it does not necessarily follow that ad­
desk a full hour before the official time vance toward the goal would in fact have 
of opening. At the door of the Atlantic heen facilitated had their desired field 
Building he had smiled encouragement strategy been pursued. With all that has 
and assurance to his anxious wife, as they been said in mind, the writer cannot do 
parted. Many know that smile of "Bob" otherwise here than express his deep con-
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viction that both the leadership of the 
Forest Service and the exercise of such 
public leadership as was within his power 
by the late Chief of the Forest Service 
needs no defense, but has been through­
out competent, sagacious, and far-seeing 
as well as deeply conscientious and in­
spired by the strongest sense of responsi­
bility. Regarding the latter there can be, 
it is true, but one mind. 

Major Stuart was born in South Mid­
dleton Township, Cumberland County, 
Pa., February 13, 1883. His early edu­
cation was in the grade schools of Penn­
sylvania, at first in Harrisburg and later 
at Carlisle, where he also went through 
high school and attended DickiIL!!On Col­
lege. He received his B. A. degree from 
Dickinson in 1903, aided his father in 
business for a year, and then enrolled 
in the Yale School of Forestry, where 

-he was graduated with the M. F. degree 
in 1906--diree years after William B. 
Greeley, whom he was later to succeed 
as Chief of the Forest Service, and one 
Jear after Ferdinand A. Silcox, who 
succeeds him. In the same year he re­
ceived the degree of M. A. from Dickin­
son College. Along with his fellow-stu­
dents at Yale he thereupon took his 
place in that relatively small group of 
early foresters who began in 1900 to 
enter the ranks of the profession with an 
American training, and to follow the still 
earlier and smaller group of pioneer 
leaders. Upon them was to fall the 
major part of the ta!k of establishing 
on firm foundations the great and ever­
growing superstructure of forestry in the 
United States. 

Forestry is too new a thing in the 
United States to have developed a sub­
stantial retired list. But the men who 
came from the forestry schools during the 
first decade of the century are today the 
veterans. The present outlook strongly 
suggests that forestry may be moving 
forward into a fresh period of rapid ex­
pansion and new adjustments. If so, the 

year 1933 is likely to stand as a land­
mark, signalizing the transition from the 
cycle of the first third of the century to 
a mid-century larger place in the national 
life. In the nature of things, it will be 
a period of changing leadership as the 
foresters of the second generation take 
over .the roles which their predecessors 
have hitherto filled. Of the latter many, 
it can be hoped and expected, will re­
main long on the stage; but the period 
which is peculiarly theirs is at an end. 

To Major Stuart fortune assigned the 
role of leadership of the Forest Service 
during a half-decade when little progrea 
could be made-a hard per.iod of strug. 
gle against checks and restraints of many 
kinds. He fought vigorously and stead. 
fastly to move towards new positions, and 
to organize the forces at his disposal for 
their most effective employment; he was 
given the welcome opportunity to see the 
way suddenly open ahead; but he was 
not privileged to go on into the land of 
fulfillment of his hopes. By his un­
timely death his record was closed at 
the turning point-if the future confirm1 
that it is the turning point-when the 
cycle inaugurated with the advent of 
Gifford Pinchot had swung through its 
full course. 

One of the striking evidences of Mr. 
Pinchot's early success in awakening the 
interest of the Nation in forestry matters 
was the number and the quality of 
young men who, as soon as technical 
schools for training foresters were es­
tablished, turned to the new profession. 
For it was a profession with a wholly 
unpredictable future; those who entered 
it did so on faith. Compared with the 
numbers of the students preparing for 
other professions, of course, the embryo 
foresters were few indeed, in the nature 
of the case. The maj or appeal was to 
men with a readiness for adventure, a 
bent toward an outdoor' life, and zeal 
for public service. That the result was 
to bring into the schools a highly 
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selected group of men is evidenced by 
reading the rolls of the early classes, 
thickly studded with names familiar to 
e\·ery forester. 

Stuart's class was the fifth to emerge 
from the Yale School of Forestry. The 
Forest Service had been formed less 
than a year and a half before. Stuart had 
bad a month's temporary employment in 
it, as "Forest Student," in the early fall 
of 1905. On July 2, 1906, he was ap­
pointed a Forest Assistant and sent t) 
Montana, with assignment to the Hell 
Gate National Forest, under Supervisor 
E. A. Sherman. 

After two years of timber-sale work, 
mainly on the Hell Gate, Stuart was pro­
moted, July 6, 1908, to the grade of 
Inspector and aUached to the inspection 
district headquarters at Missoula, Mont., 
with Sherman then its chief. On Decem­
ber 1 of the same year, when the Forest 
Service reorganization that converted the 
six western inspection districts into ex­
ecutive districts went into effect, Stuart 
became Assistant Chief of Operation in 
District 1. His promotion to Assistant 
District Forester in charge of Operation 
in the same District took place January 
l, 1910. This rise in three and one-half 
years to a position which at the present 
time would not normally be filled by a 
man with less than 15 years of adminis­
trative experience was not an exceptional 
rate of promotion for capable men in that 
formative period. Directly above him 
were District Forester Greeley and As-
10ciate District Forester Silcox-who in 
1911 succeeded Greeley. 

On November 1, 1912, Stuart was 
transferred to the Washington office of 
the Forest Service and promoted to the 
aecond place in the Branch of Silvicul­
ture, acting as inspector under Branch 
Chief Greeley. There followed participa­
tion in four and one-half years of steady 
upbuilding of technical standards and 
administrative efficiency in the national 
forest timber-sales work. In the spring 

of 1917 came the entrance of the United 
States into the World War; and Stuart 
sought and was accorded military leave, 
to take a captain's commission in the 
10th (Forest) Engineers. He was over­
seas from September, 1917, to June, 1919. 

Upon his arrival in France he was 
assigned to headquarters of the Americaµ 
Expeditionary Force, to assist in the 
acquisition of timber for the operations 
of the 10th and 20th Engineers--the twp 

forest regiments. He was promoted tt 
Major October 1, 1918, with assignment 
to general headquarters at Chaum9l1t to 
assist in cordwood acquisitior.i·,: ~for · the 
advance section. On February . 1~>°. 1919, 
he became commanding officer of the 
5th Battalion of the 20th (Forest) Engi­
neers and district commander of the for­
est troops in the Gien District. For his 
services with the American Expeditionary 
Force he rec.eived a citation from General 
Pershing. 

He returned to the Forest Service July 
19, 1919, but resigned May 15, 1920, to 
accept the position of Deputy Commis­
sioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania, under 
Gifford Pinchot as Commissioner. This 
was Pinchot's personal selection for hi~ 
right-hand man on assuming the com­
missionership. Major Stuart succeeded to 
the office in 1922, following Pinchot's 
resignation to stand for Governor. On 
June 15, 1923, after Pinchot's election 
the previous November, Stuart was ele­
vated to the newly created position of 
Secretary of Forests and Waters. This 
placed him in the Governor's cabinet and 
gave him one of the leading assignments 
in Pinchot's first administration of the 
affairs of the State of Pennsylvania. 
Among the varied duties which thus fell 
to him were service as a member of the 
Tri-State Delaware River Treaty Com­
mission, from 1923 to 1927, and as 
Chairman of the Pennsylvania Sesqui­
centennial Committee in charge of the 
commemorative Exposition of 1926. 

Upon the expiration of Governor Pin-
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: tdiot's term of office Major Stuart re­
tintered the United States Forest Service, 
february 16, 1927, as Assistant Forester 
in charge of the Branch of Public Rela-

1 tions. Including as this Branch does 
the conduct of cooperation with the states, 
the new position brought him into close 
touch with the public problems of for­
estry in all parts of the country, and 
not least in the Eastern States. These 
problems were carefully studied ; at the 
same time the relations between the 
Service and state forestry agencies were 
strengthened and made more sympathetic 
than perhaps ever before. Upon the 
resignation of Colonel Greeley as For­
-ster and Chief of the Forest Service, 
May 1, 1928, Major Stuart was chosen 

1 to take the vacated place. 
In appointing him, Secretary of Agri­

culture Jardine acted upon the advice 
of Colonel Greeley, who had picked his 
sucx:essor just as he had himself been 
picked for the place by Colonel Graves 
on his retirement. The Forest Service is 
proud of its ability to develop competent 
leadership ; and there was no question of 
the competence of the new Forester or 
of the wisdom of the succession. But 
the task assumed was one of manifest 
difficulties and perplexities; and these 
were not to grow less as the years passed. 
The Forest Service was strong internally, 
and under Major Stuart has made steady 
progress as an organization keyed up to 
render public service of a high order. 
Externally, however, the conditions were 
exceedingly unfavorable for pushing for­
ward comparably with the forestry needs 
of the country. 

The pressure for retrenchment in ex­
penditures; the demand for curtailment 
rather than expansion of all forms of 
governmental activity, and especially of 
federal . activities ; the determined insis­
tence on the superior capacity of state 
and local agencies, as against a oentral 
agency, to take care of the public wel­
fare; the exaltation of business individ-

ualism, and the ascendancy of the coun­
sels of the spokesmen for business in the 
shaping of public policies; the constant 
harping on the dangers and the inepti­
tudes of "hureaucracy"-all these were 
symptoms both of a state of the public 
mind and of a governmental attitude 
highly unsympathetic with advocacy of a 
vigorous course of action. The p1ain fact of 
the matter is that during most of the five 
years that Stuart was Chief of the For­
est Service he had in large measure to 
spend himself battling against obstacles 
and adverse forces. 

Some of the obstacles were due to the 
constantly growing complexity and cum­
bersomeness of the governmental ma­
chinery which has to be worked to get 
anything done. For a number of years 
there has been a conspicuous trend in the 
federal establishment towards setting up 
centralized checks and controls of vari­
ous kinds, which act as a ball and chain 
on executive performance through divi­
sions of authority, diffusions of respon­
sibility, slowed-down action, and costly 
waste of effort. The burden of inertia thus 
imposed not only hampers effective per­
formance--more disheartening than hos­
tility or open opposition-hut also de­
presses the spirit. When all the circum­
stances are impartially weighed, the de­
gree of progress actually made in devel­
oping public policies of forestry and in 
enlarging programs and performances 
during Major Stuart's five years calls for 
admiration. 

All in all his leadership of the Forest 
Service was a leadership of poise, vision, 
and competence. Without leting himself 
become swamped in detail, he kept him­
self acquainted with all that he needed to 
know in order to guide and decide 
properly. Never hurried, he was con­
spicuously accessible and prepared to 
consider promptly, carefully, and thor­
oughly whatever needed his attention. 
His powers of work were very great, his 
mind open, his judgment level, his de-
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cwons clear-cut, his will unvacillating. 
He commanded in full the respect, trust, 
and loyalty of those under him, and was 
able to unite them in effective term wo:k. 

The Forest Service is not a machine 
which requires a driving power from 
without in order to operate, but has a 
life of its own. It was definitely a part 
of Major Stuart's policy, as its head, to 
foster the spirit of initiative and self. 
development which, for want of a better 
term, goes by the somewhat misleading 
name of "Forest Service democracy." Its 
essence is cooperation for a common end, 
plus an insatiate quest of new and better 
ways. As an organization the Forest 
Service unquestionably is stronger, more 
close-knit, and more efficient in its func­
tioning than it was a half-decade ago; 
and for this the quality of its leadership, 
always sympathetic and encouraging but 
with no lack of firm control, must be 
given no small portion of credit. 

In succeeding to Colonel Greeley's 
position as Forester Major Stuart fell 
heir to membership on the National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission, 

on which he served continuously to the 
time of his death, with deep interest in 
its work. He also succeeded Greeley II! 

chairman of the Forest Protection Board, 
made up of representatives of the vari­
ous federal bureaus directly or indirectly 
concerned in the protection of federal 
timbered lands and designed to bring 
about a better coordination of protective 
activities for these lands. He gave freely 
of his time to the service, in various 
capacities, of the Society CJf American 
Foresters, of which he became a member 
in 1911 and a fellow member in 1930; 
in 1927 he was its President. He was 
a member of the Masonic order, and of 
the college fraternity of Phi Delta Theta. 

He was married December 9, 1907, to 
Janet M. A. W olson, of Harrisburg, Pa., 
who survives him, with their two chi!. 
dren, Janet Crichton, born July 19, 1920, 
and Helen Roberta, born January 22, 
1924. His body lies in the Stuart burial 
plot at Carlisle, Pa., where each genera· 
tion of the family from the time of the 
Revolution is represented. On the ma· 
ternal side the family history in Penn­
sylvania spans two full centuries. 
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TllE STATE FORESTERS OF PENNSYLVl1Nill 
BY 

SAffUEL S. COBB, DIRECTOR 
PENNSYLVANIA BUREAU OF FORESTRY 

Forestry, as a function of the process of State Government, came 

to Pennsylvania early. It was one of the handful of States to formally 

initiate a state forestry program prior to the year 1900. 

The term "State Forester" has, over a pe riod of many y ears, 

become the title attached to those individuals who have serve d as the 

chief administrator foJ. · the various State Governmental agencies that are 

responsible for the implementation of forestry at the State l evel. In 

most cases the individual's actual work title varies from State 'to 

State. It has also varied, over time, within a State. Such h as been 

the case in Pennsylvania duri ng the eighty years existence of its 

gove rnmental forestry program. 

For the purpose of this s eries of individual sketche s I have 

selected, as the men to be considered the State Forester, those who 

s erved as the Chief Administrator for the forestry activities within the 

Department. The s e men have, as you will se'e , carried a variety of 

official t itles. The term "State Forester" has n ever had official 

standing in Pennsylvania . 

'" 



Robert Y. Stuart (1922-2 3) 

The man who succeeded Gifford Pinchot, to become Pennsylvania's 

fourth State Forester, was R. Y. Stuart. Hajor Stuart had served as 

Deputy Commissioner of Forestry under Pinchot , until the l atter took 

leave to run for Governor in Apr.il of 1922. Stuart served as Acting 

Commissioner until Pinchot's ini;luguration in January 1923, whereupon he 

was appointed by the new Governor. Ile had already r e corded an outstanding 

career in both professional forestry and in the military. 

Robert Young Stuart was born in Cumberland County ' s South /.!.iddleton 

Township on February 13, 1883. His elementary and secondary schooling 

~as received in the public schools of Harrisburg and Carlisle. Ile 

attended Dickinson College at Carlisle, graduating with a Bachelor of 

Arts Degree in 1903. He the n matriculated at the Yale University School 

. f orl'!tfry 
of Forestry , receiving his Naster of .!µ"ts De gree in 1906. Upon graduation 

from Yale he joined the U. S. Forest Service and was assigned to duty on 

the ne1v National Forests in the Northern ?..oc ky MotJntain area . The r e he 

served with increasing distinction under then District Fore sters i-lilliam 

B. Gree ley and Ferdinand Silcox, both subsequently Chiefs of the Forest 

. Service. In ,','ovember 1912 he was transferred to the r•lashington Office 

as Ass istant Chief of the Silvicultural Branch . He remained in that 

capacity until 1917, 1-1hen fo llowing the entry of tiie United States into 

ivorld r·lar I, he took military l eave and 1,ias commissioned as a Captain in 

the 19th (Forestry) En gineer Regime nt. Stuart 1.;as sent to France in 

September of 1917 and assigned to the American Expeditionary Force 

headquarters . I/is duties 1vere to s ecure timber for the 10th and 20th 

Er:igineers, the two fore stry engineer uni ts overseas . He 1.;as promoted to 

the rank of Najar in October 1918 and later commanded the Fifth Battalion, 

20th Engineers. 
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Stuart returned to the u. S. in June, 1918 and rejoined th~ 

Forest Service in July. 

In May of 1920 he resigned from the Forest Service to become 

Deputy Commissioner for the Pennsylvania Department of Forestry. 

During Najor Stuart's tenure as State Forester , running from 

April of 1922 until June of 1923, he continued the i-:ork pushed by Pinchot 

in dPveloping the forest fire lookout sys tem, strengthening the new 

District sy,s t em and in the purchase of l and for the gro1ving State Forest 

system . Then in June , 192 3 Pinchot appointed Stuart to the Cabinet 

level post as the first Secretary of the n e w Department of Forests and 

Waters. In tha t capacity, as overall administrator of the Department , 

in which Forestry was now a Bureau, Stuar t maintained a close relationship 

. 
with the State 's public fores try activities. He al so served as a member 

of the Tri-S t ate Delaware River Tre~ty Co1111ni ssion and in 1926 was Chairman 

of Pennsylvania's Sesquicentennial Committee which staged the great 

Exposition in Philadelphia. 

r·li th the end of Governor Pinchot ' s first term of office, Stuart 

r e turned to t he U. S . Forest Service in February of 1 927 as Assistant 

Chief in charge of Public Relations. On May 1, 1 928 he was appointe d 

Chief of the Forest Service, succeeding r·lilliam B. Greeley _ 

R. Y. Stuart was t o serve as Chief of the Forest Service at a 

time of momentous events in the fores try sphere. i•lhen the grea t depressi on 

struck and Franklin D. Roosevelt was e l ected President, it fell to 

Stuart to lead the Forest Service into the hectic emergency programs 

tha t ensued . He was ready and willing and to his credit must go the 

start of tlie historic Civili an Conservati on Corps Pr ogram and vastly 

expanded programs of land acquisiti on and road and trai l development on 

the Nc1tiona l Fores ts. To Pennsylvania , 1vi-th its gr owi ng State Forests , 

the C.C.C. program l ed to much the same tremendous development in roads , 
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trails and recreational facilities as was true on the National Forests. 

Then, suddenly on the morning of October 23, 1933, Robert Stuart 

died, in the best tradition of foresters and cor.,boys, with his boots on 

and at work in the dawning of a · new week of intense activity. 

, 
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Died Oct. ~- 1933 
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SE~VICE BULLETIN 
CONTENTS CONFIDENTIAL . 

WE ARE COMING TO RECOGNIZE AS NEVEP. B EF'ORE THE RIGHT Of' IHE NATION TO GUARD 115 OWN f'UTURE IN 
THE ESSENTIAL MATTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES. IN T H E PAST WE HAV E L>,OM llTED THE RIGHT OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL TO I NJURE THE FUTURE OF"':"HE REPUBLIC f OR ITS OWN PRESENT PROFIT xuTHETIME.HAS COM E. 
FOR A CHANGE AS A PE O P L E W E HAVE THE RIGHT AND TH E D UTY '"«TO PROTECT OURSELVES AND OUR 
CHI LOREN AGAINST THE WASTEFU L DEVEL OPMENT OF OUR NATIONAL RE50 URCE5 . WHETHER THAT WASTE 15 
CAUSED BY THE ACTUAL DESTRUCTIO:~ OF SU CH RESOURCES OR BY ~•~KING THEM I MPOSSIBLE O F OE· 
VELOPME'NT HEA-EAFTEJ\ ~ -

Washington, D. C. November 6 , 1933 

Maj. Stuart vv-as Appointed 
Forester - 1928 WE MOURN OUR CHIEF 

With grief beyond measure, the Forest Service records the loss of its loved , trusted, 
and honored Chief. Major Stuart d i ed at his post of duty . Though ill, he came to the 
Atlantic Building Monday morning (Oc t ober 23) betimes , to enter upon the work of the week. 
Before the official opening hour, his wo rk and life had reached ' their sudden and tragi c 
end. 

Officials i n a l l branches of Government Departments i n Washington are deep l y shocked 
by the death of Major Stuart . 

Word of the tragedy reached Secretary Wallace in New York by telephone . '' I am pro-
oundly move-d," the Se<:Tetary saic "Ma"j o r Stuart was ca··I-i-ying Li e111endo"J:s 1 '4-::.pvi= i-l> .!.l.i...:ti ... ·"""'-­

in connection with the emergency progr ams. His death is a great loss to all of us, bo th 
personally and officially. He was an eff icient, highl y respected public servant, not only 
in the national t ask of rehabi l itating our forests, but also in the new and strenuous work 
of guid ing the forestry work of the Civilian Conse rvation Corps and of helping with many 
phases of the public works program." 

"Major Stuart made lasting and noteworthy contributions to American forestry," As­
sistant Sec retary Tugwell said. "Under his direction we have seen the development of ·a 
cooperative policy in fores try, a policy which coordinates the activi t i es of Federal, State , 
and private interests in timber and water conse r vation. The 'National Plan for American 
Forestry, ' for which he was s o largely responsible and which he placed before Congress du r ing 
the las t session, is a monumental piece of work. Fo r the first time it lays the founda­
tion for a national program of forest planning. This broadly conceived plan synthesizes 
the best and most forward-looking i deas in Federal , State, and industrial forestry and , 
when finally adopted , wi ll guarantee the permanence and wise use of our forest resource::::. 

"Under Maj er -Stuart's leadership we have seen the development of a comp rehensive 
fores t research program as authorized by the McNary-Mcsweeney Act. We have seen a rapid 
i mprovement in efficiency of National Forest administration, resulting in a marked increase 
in the effectiveness of fire control which resulted thi s year in the lowest losses ever re­
corded on the National Forests. He was responsible for the es tabl ishment of the primitive 
area and natural area policy which insures the permanence of unmodified areas of forest 
land for educat ional , scient i fic , and recreational purposes; and for the establishment of a 
new policy of grazing use on the National Forests, under whi ch the fees are based on l i ve­
stock prices rathe r than on a fixed-price basis. Major Stuart was vitally interested in and 
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saw the completion of the Forest Taxation Inquiry which proposes an equitable basis of 
taxing forest lands; he showed that a fair tax system should insure that conservation areas 
carry their fair share of the tax burden but at the same time should not prohibit or dis­
courage their utilization for conservation p~rposes . 

"I recently visited a number of the National Forests. I was deeply impressed by the 
efficient organization which Major Stuart supervised. I know that the entire Service and all 
citizens interested in conservation wil l miss his leadership in a field to which he devoted 
his life." 

Major Stuart became Chief Forest er in 1928. He entered the Forest Service in 1906 
as a forest assistant immediately after his graduation from the Ya10- Scho0l of Forestry. 
For the past 27 years - with the exception of the War period when he was a commissioned 
officer in the Forestry Engineers' branch of the A.E.F. and for a time when he was Deputy 
Commissioner and later Commissioner of Forestry in Pennsylvania - Major Stuart was engaged 
in conser~ation work for the Federal Government. He literally grew up in the Service, 
entering the Forest Service just one year after it was established under President Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

Since 1928 the United States has made a large extension of the National Forests, 
pa rticularly in the Eastern States. Maj or Stuart worked tirelessly for this acquisition 
program and was recognized as a leading exponent of Federally managed forests. 

He was a member of the National Park and Planning Commission and of the Society of 
American Foresters. 

We of the Forest Service knew him best and worked with him in his various tasks under­
taken in the full spirit of the Forest Service ideal of the Nation's best interest . He 
ea rned ou r loyalty , our respect , and commanded our utmost effort. To the many tributes 
from his fello~s i n official life we add our own of affection and esteem and deepes t sor­
row. 

A FUEL HYGROGRAPH 

By H. T. Gisborne, Northern Rocky Mt. For. Expt. Sta. 

In order to obtain more continuous records of certain factors of fire danger a t look­
ou t , smokechas er , and guard s tations, automatically recording instruments a re needed s o 
t hat even when the sta tion operator is away chasing smoke the record will not be los t. 
Hygr ot he rmographs s erve thi s purpose for humidity and a ir tempera ture, and recording anemo­
met e rs a re availabl e - at $225 each - for wind velocity. But until recently there was no 
method for automatically recording duff and wood moisture. 

Las t March , s tart i ng with a crude sketch that might have been a ttributed to Luc ifer 
K. Butts, the wr ite r de scribed to M. E. Dunlap , of the Forest Products Laboratory, the ob­
jectives which we hoped t o atta in instrumenta l:i.y. Matt promptly went into a huddle with 
himself , ca l l ed a few s i gnals to the i nstrument shops of the Univers ity of Wi scons in , and by 
mid-July "Mrs . Robot," as this device is now called , was on her way to a touchdown . 

Operated continuously from July 20 t o September 20 , thi s ins trument gave us the f irs t 
minut e- by- minute record of duff and wood moistur e ever obtained . In addition , Dunlap had 
incorporated a wind record, thereby eliminati ng the $225 cos t of a single magnet regi s ter . 
The present instrument is, therefore, really more than a fuel hygrograph , but the only other 
appellation propos ed - "Forest Xerograph" - s ounded s omewha t too epideictica l for eve ryday 
use. 
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,. Officials in all branches or Government Departments in Waahington are deeply shocked 
by the death of~ajor Stuart....., 

Word of the tragedy ~eached~ecretary Wallac~ in New York by telephone. "I am pro­
foundly moved," the Secretary said . "Maj or Stuart was carryi ng tremendous responsibilities 
in connection with the emergency programs . His death is a great loss to all or us, both 
personally and officially. He was an efficient, highly respected public servant, not only 
in the national task or rehabil itating our forests , but also in the new and strenuous work 
or guiding the forestry work of the Civilian Conservation Corps and or he lping with many ) 
phases of the public works program . " 

"Maj or Stuart made lasting and noteworthy contributions to American forestry," ~ ~ 
sistant Secretary Tugwe.J:l said. "Under his direct ion we have seen the development of a \ 
cooperative policy in forestry, a policy which coordinates the activities or Federal, State, I 
and p:ivate interests in timl::er and water cons_ervation . The 'Nat.ional Plan . for American 
forestry,' for which he was so largely responsible and which he placed before Congress during 
the last session, is a monumental piece or work . For the first time it lays the founda­
tion for a national program or forest planning . This broadly conceived plan synthesizes 
the best and most forward-looking ideas in' Federal , State, and industrial forestry and, 

;d then finally adopted, will guarantee the permanence and wise use of our ~orest resources. 
11 "Under Maj or Stuart's leade rship we have seen the development of a comprehensive 

forest research program as authorized by the McNary-Mcsweeney . Act. We have seen a rapid 
improvement in efficiency of National Forest administration, resu l ting in a ma rked increase 
in the effectiveness or fire control which resulted this year in the lowest losses ever re­
oo rded on the National Forests. He was responsible for the est ablishment of the erimitive 
area and natural area policy which insures the permanence of unmodified areas or forest 
land for educational, scientific, and recreational purposes; and for the establishment or a 
new policy of grazing use on the National Forests, under which the fees are based on l i ve­
stock pr ices rather than on a fixed-price basis. Major Stuart was vitally interested in and 
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saw the complet ion of the Forest Taxation Inquiry which proposes an equitable basi s or 
taxing forest lands ; he showed that a fair tax system should insure that conservat ion areas 
carry t he i r fair share of the tax burden but at t he same t i me should not prohibit or dis­
couraie their utilization for conservation purposes . 

"I recently visited a number of the National Forest s . I was deeply impressed by the 
efficient organization whioh Major Stuart supervised . ·I know that the entire Service and all 
citizens interested in conservation will miss his leadership in a field to which he devoted 
his lite." 

Major Stuart became Chief Forester in 1928 . He entered the Forest Service in 1906 
as a forest a; sistant immediately after his graduation from the Yale School of Forest17. 

l ~l."°-
For the past 7Q' years - with the exception or_ the War period when he was a com.missioned 

).. ..J .J.J)./'4.. ,, ""'~ 
officer in the Forestry Engineers' branch of ttie 'A:E.F. and for a ~time when he was Deputy 
Commissioner and later Commissioner or Forestry in Pennsylvania - Maj or Stuart was engaged 
in conservation work for the Federal Government . He literally grew up in the Service , 
entering the Forest Service just one year atter it was established under President Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

Since 1928 the United States has made a large extension of the National Forest s, 
particularly in the Eastern States . Maj or Stuart worked tirelessly for this acquisition 
program and was recognized as a leading exponent of Federally managed forests . 

He was a member of the National Park and Planning Com.mission and of the Society ot 
American Foresters . 

We of the Forest Service knew him best and worked with him in hi s various tasks under­
taken in the full spi r it of the Forest Service ideal ot the Nation's best interest . He 

earned our loyalty . our respect , and com.manded our utmost et fort . To the many tribut es 
from his fellows i n official life we add our own of affection and esteem and deepest sor-

A FUEL HYGROGRAPH 

By H. T. Gisborne, Northern Rocky Mt. For. Expt. Sta . 

In order to obtain more continuous records of certain factors of fire danger at l ook­
out , smokechaser , and guard stations , automatically recording instruments are needed so 
that even when the station operator is away chasing smoke the record will · not be lost . 
Hygrothermographs serve this purpose for humidity and air temperature, and recording anemo­
meters are available - at $225 ea~h - for wind velocity . But until recently there was no 
method for automatically recording duff and wood moisture . 

Last March, starting with a crude sketch that might have been a t tributed to Luci fer 
K. Butts, the writer described to M. E. Dunlap , of the Forest Product s Laboratory , t he ob­
jectives which we hoped to attain instrumentally . Matt promptly went into a huddle with 
himself, called a few signals to the instrument shops of the University of Wisconsin, and by 
mid-July "llrs. Robot." as this device is now called, was on her way to a touchdown . 

Operated continuously from July 20 to September 20, this instrument gave us the first 
minute-by-minute record of dutf and wood moisture ever obtained . In addition, Dunlap had 
incorporated a wind record, thereby eliminating the $225 cost ot a single magnet register. 
The present instrument is , therefore, really more than a fuel -hygrograph , but the only other 
appellation proposed - "Forest Xerograph" - sounded somewhat too epideictical tor everyday 
use. 

~ 
I 



SEv.v1cE Bui.LETI 
CoNTENTS CoNFIDENTIAL 

WE ARE COMINGI TO RECOG'112£ AS NEVER 8£,-0RE THE RIGHT 0,- THE NATION TO GU AR O ITS OWN ,-UT'_. P F.: IN 
THE E$$[NTIAI. MATT[ll 0,- NATURAL. FIESOUl'ICE S IN THt PAST WE t1AVE ADMITTED Tt1E RIGHT OI" THE 
INDIVIDUAL TO INJURE: THE f'\JTURE OF TH E REPuBL'C roR ITS OWN PRC.:SENT PRCFIT • HTHE'Tl': : I!'.: :::·~E 
f"OR A Ct1AHGE AS A P£0PL.2 WE HAllE TM E RIGHT A.NO THE DUTV o • • TO PROTECT OUIUCLV[$ AHO OUll 
CHI LDREN """INST THE WASTEl'UL. llEVU.OPMENT OF OUR NATIONAL l'IEY-'URCES . WHETHER THA.T \'v;.&n 1,; 
Ol'U:SEO ev THE ACTUAL DE:STRUCTION 01" SUCH RESOUllCES OR ev ~ ... K ING T>IEM I MP0$$19LE 0,. DE· 
llEL.OPMENT HEREAFTER ~ 

Vol. XVII No . 24 Washington, D. C. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

October 23, 1933. 

My dear Yrs. Stuart : 

November 20, 1933 

Mrs. Roosevelt and I were shocked and 
deeply grieved to learn of the sudden death 
of your husband and send you our heartfel t 
sympathy in your great sorrow. 

Major Stuart's eminent services to the 
Government have earned the gratitude of the 
country and his loss will be keenly felt by 
all of us. 

Very sincerely yours, 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
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2 • SERVICE BULLETIN 

~hen a layman first oomes into contact with the Forest Servioe he is aost 
impressed, if my own experience is any criterion, by the unity of purpose, the 
enthusiasm, and the esprit de corps to be found there . It is true that ti••• t~ings 
are a product of a vigorous tradition, but traditions ot this sort do not prosper 
unless there is leadership to nourish them. In his kindly, unselfish way, ll&Jor 
Stuart supplied such a leadership during his service as Forester. He was true to 
the finest traditions of the Service. 

or Major Stuart's aany contributions to the oause ot conservation, of his 
unceasing efforts in behalf of the eaergency program inaugurated by this Admin­
istration, it would be difficult to speak too highly . At the moment, however, I 
want simply to pay tribute to his qualities as a ma~. I shall always reaeaber him 
with admiration and with affection. 

R. G. TUGWELL 

----------
In the accidental death of Chief Forester Robert Y. Stuart of the U.S. Forest 

Service, the American people lost one or the stanchest defenders or the Nation's 
natural resources and one or its ablest administrators . In his patriotio devotion 
and vision, Major Stuart foresaw the tar-reaching benefits or President RooseTelt's 
plan to improve the toreata for the benefit of all the people and to use them tor the 
special purpose or giving hundreds of thousands of young aen a chance to work, to 
develop their abilities and character amid wholesome surroundings in the great out­
doors, and to help their families out of the slough of depression. 

When the call of duty came, Major Stuart was round ready, and at all times 
thereafter he threw his own energies and experience and the strength or bi s estab­
lished organization into the titanic effort which made a great success or the 
President's emergency conservation proj eot . His thorough knowledge of. men, his 
ramilarity with every detail, his unfailing interest and kindness, won for Major 
Stuart the respect and friendship of ·all those who with him carried the proJect 
through to its present high standing in the program or National Recovery. 

ROBERT FECHNER 
~ 

The members of the Forest Conservation Conference, inexpr~ssibly shocked at 
the untimely death or their distinguished friend and oo-worker, Maj or Robert T. 
Stuart, wish to record at this time their deep sense of loss in his passing and their 
sincere appreciation or the sterling qualities that during his many years in the se r­
vice of forestry have called forth the respect and esteem or all who knew him. In 
view of the unselfish Hrvice of Uaj or Stuart through llia many years, bis great 
oontribution to the advanotaeDt or forestry, bis unswerving faithfulness to duty, 
and the high standard of personal integrity in public office which be ever upheld, 
it aay be truly said that he devoted bis lit• in the aervioe or bis country. 

(Resolution adopted bJ tbe_ Fores~Conserva~n 

Conference Meeting in Washington, October 26) 
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Washington, O. C. January 29, 1934. 

COllllONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

Harrisburc 

November 15, 1933. 

Bob Stuart was a Forester of great attainaents and real distinction. He was a kindly 
and considerate gentleman - a man of good will in the finest sense. We served together 
in the United States Forest Service. 

In the old days, when the fight to conserve and protect the National Forests against 
lumbermen, sheepmen, and other exploiters of that time was still in full awing, Bob Stuart 
was a tower of strength. 

It was because of what I knew about bis work in the West that I asked him to help 
me when I became Pennsylvania Commissioner of Forestry. I have always congratulated my­
aelr that I was fortunate enough to get him as Deputy Com.missioner . His work in that 
post made it inevitable that he should be promoted to be Secretary of Forests and Waters 
in •y Cabinet when I became Governor. And I aa aure it was the high character of bis 
•ork in Pennsylvania which brought him bis well deserved step to the highest place a forest­
er 11ay reach, Chief of the Forest Service and Forester of the United States. 

His death is a great loss to the profession of forestrJ and to the Forest Service. 
It 11 also a very grievous blow to bis multitude of friends. Bob Stuart not only rend­
trtd services or high i•portance to his oountrJ and bis profession, but bis death left a 
&rut gap in the hearts of those who knew hia. 

He was my friend tor nearly thirty years, and his departure is a deep and lasting 
IOrrow. 

CIFFORD PINCHOT 



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES In reply refer to 

BUREAU OF FORESTRY RM- F 

P. 0. Box 146 7 

Mr. Frank J . Harmon 
History Unit 

February 10, 1975 

Administrative Management Division 
Forest Service, USDA 
Room 4115 South Building 
Washington , D. C. 20250 

Dear Mr. Harmon: 

DO 
Harrisburg, Pa. 17120 

I wish to express to yourself and through you to Chief 
McGuire, my deep appreciation for the material you so kindly 
sent me with respect to Major Robert Y. Stuart. 

While I have not had the opportunity as yet to review 
the material in detail , a hasty perusal indicates that it 
is exactly the kind of material that I need for my purpose. 

Bureau 
COBB, Director 
Forestry 
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3 Fehr. s. 197S 
SUBJECT 

(Major Robert. Y. Stuart) 

MESSAGE 

I aa Np~ to ,our letter of Jan. 17 to Cb1et John Mce\d.re regarding bioghphical 
data about ~or Robert Y. Stuart, vho eernd u C)1et ot the U.S. Forest Service 
tl"Olll May 1, 1928 t.o Oct. 23, 1933. 
We do haw aom background mate*1 about him, or which I am encloaing coaiea tor you. 
We h&Ye jut. had so• more a:tensin biognp hi.cal aatchee made ot our Chief•, and 
I enclose one tor 70u, although it is not a fini8hed dratt f'or pablicatiOn. 
We al.80 hoe retmwicn to 8 article• vritten by him, in edd1.t1on to the annual repo~ 
ot the Chief or the ron.t Serrice, llhioh you might want. to coneul.t. lhe articlas a1"I 
(1) Fonatr,r in a Hew Era, Journal ot F01"9Btt71 Vol. 31, Ro. 2, Feb. 19331 pp lhl-46. 
(2) 1he lational. F01"'98ta Today, Alm'icm For,sta & Poreat Lite, J~ 19301 P• 40S. 
(3) 'ftlat 2$10()().JWi Job, AMrican Fozuta, Wl. 391 ?fo. S, M.y 1933. 
(4) Exit !he]Jr,y, Enter Stu.art, by Dixon Merritt, The OUtlook, lferch 7, 19281 P• 373. 
(S) Reoent Appl.1cations or Science to Forestry, Prccead1ngs or the 5th fac1f1c Scieno 

Congrae, 1933. Vol. 11 P• 567. 
(6) Relation of the National Foresta to a Polley for the Unappropriated Public Landa, 

Joamal or Forestry 1 Vol. 291 No • 31 M.r ch 19311 r!'• )16. 
(7) The Hect 25 Years, Journal of Forestr:v. Vol. 28, t.o. 4, ~ 1930. P• 429. 
(8) The Relations ot the Forest Sarvice to the M1n1ng Induatr:y. Vol. 191 ?lo. 31 

Mreb 19131 AMrioan Forestr.Y m.gasine. 
I preame that 70u know that he died o! a fall from his of'tice window on the mo1"1l1ng 
of Oot. 2.31 1933. He vu to have taken a major part in a lumber code cont91"8Dce the 

SOGNATU~zu::~~ ~ 
REPLY ~-~ -i u-r -----------------

SIGNATURE I DATE 

(DESTROY THIS PART 3 UPON RECEIPT OF REPLY) FORM AD-311 (REV 5-68) 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES In reply r efer to 

BUREAU OF FORESTRY R~;F 

P. 0 . Box 1467 January 17, 1975 

The Honorable John R. McGuire 
Chief, Forest Service 
U. S . Department of Agriculture 
Was hington, D. C. 20250 

Dear Chief: 

Harrisburg, Pa . 17120 

I am appealing to yourself and the Forest Service fo r 
assistance in a small e ndeavor I am undertaking . It appears 
that the background data on a number of the men who h ave 
served as State Foresters here in Penn sylvania since the 
founding of our State Forest Service i s rather fragmentary. 
This is particularly true of about four of t he men who ser ved 
after Gifford Pinchot's two- year tenure as Commiss i o ne r a nd 
State Forester from 1920 to 1922. 

The individual I am particularly i nterested in and would 
presume that the Forest Service would h ave fairly good records 
on is Major R. Y. Stuart. 

Major Stuart served as State Forester from 1922 to 1923 
before becoming Secr etary of t he then new Department of Forests f 1119 
and Waters. Since he left that position to become Chief of the M~Y 1 

U. S . For est Service, I am in hopes that you have a substan tial ·f-0 

dossier o n his career. Copies of a ny actu al mat e r ial that may O f.13lq3 
be availab l e a nd references to publication s which we could c ' 1 

secure would be deep l y appreciated. 

Thanking you for whatever you can do for me in this 
respect, I am 

Sincerely 

I 

/ Bureau of 

Lv · 
COBB, Di r ector ~\ 
Forest r y -------:i-::. ,v1 ... z 

\ \ORI ·• \f.\) 

• ~. L ~--75 
1· Ullf.1 

() lll' UI I . 
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!()BERTY. STUART 

Robert Young Stuart was born in Scr.ith Middleton Township, Cum­
berland County, Pa., Feb. 15, 1833. His education was in the public 
schools of Harrisburg and Carlisle, at Dickinson College (B.A. 190!5) 
and at the Yale School of Forestry (M,F. 1906). In 1906 he recei ved 
also an JJ. A. cegree f rom I::1ckinson College, !l..Ild in 19~5 the 88.I:18 in­
st! tu tion confer.ed upon him the honorary degree of D. Sc. 

He entered the U. S, Forest Service July 21 1906, as Forest 
Assis tant, and was ~ssigned to t he North hOCky Uou~tain District, in 
.which he rose t hrough successive promotions to the position of Assist­
ant Di strict Fo;estcr in charge of Operation, serving in t hat ce~city 
under Dist rict For ester William B. Greeley and. later under ristrict 
Fores t er Fer~ins.nd A. Silcox. On l-krrecoer l, 1912, he was trans­
ferred t o t he Vfa shington Office of the Fores t Service and !lromoted 
to Assistant Chief of the Branch of Silvi cul tu.re , under William B. 
Greel ey a s Br'.\llch Chief. Ho continued in this position until t he 
spri11g of 1917, rihen follo\•;ing the entrance of the United Sta tes 
into t he World ?far he was placed on military leave and commissioned 
·captain in the 10th (Fores t) Engineer Regi ment. 

He was sent overseas in September, 1917, and assi l;!).ed to head­
CfJ.B.rters of the American ExpP.d1 tionar1 I'or ct> to a ssi '.J t in the e.cqui­
si tion of timber for the 10th and 20th Engi_neers - the two f orest 
regiments . Octo"Oer 1 , 19181 he was promot~d to l.!ajor r.ith as$ign­
ment to general headquarters ~t Chaumont ~-0 ass i st in cordwood ac-:rui­
sition for t he advance section . On February 19, 1Jl9, he becama com­
manding officer of th~ 5th Bst talion of t he 20th (Forest) Enbineers 
and clist rict co!III!!B..~cer of the ~ orest t roops in the Gien Distric t. For 
his services ni th the A11crica.n Ex;;eG.i t iona.ry .t orce he r ec ci ved a cit..'!.­
tion from General Pershin;. He 4ctur~ed to the Uni t ed St ates in J u:ie 
and to t he For est Service in July, 1919 . 

In May, 1920, he r esigned to nccept thg posit ion of Deputy 
Commisd oner of Fo:-estry i n ?e!1..'1sylvania, u:1.:ier Gi f .:'ord Pinchot as 
Comm.iesioner; whom he succeeded in 1 .., 22. On June 15, 1923, after 
P1nchot ' B election as Governor t.he pr~vioua November, 2t1lart ?raS ap­
point.ed 't9 the :::iewl y created position of Secr etary of Forests and 
Waters, with a seat in the Governor's cabice t . Froa 1~25 t o 1327 
ha served also as a me~ber o_ t he Tri-Sta te Delamlre River Treaty 
Co.mmis$ion, and in l~~G ~as chairln.1n of t he Pennsylvania Sesquicen­
tennial Coramittee in charge of ths Exposi tion of t hat year. 

At the exnir3~ion of Governor Pinchot' s ter1:1 of offi ce ¥...njor 
Stuart reentereci- tn·3 U. S. Forest Service as Asdetant Forest er in 
charge of the Branch of Public Relations. On Lisy 1 1 192~ , he mi.a 

{ -: \_. /· . 



appointed Forester and Chief of the Forest Service, succeeding Colonel 
Williru:i B. Greeley Tohen th~ latter reeigned. Under his wise and compe­
tent guicance the Fores t Service continued the steady progress which 
characterized its his to!"7 t~""O'"~.;h th~ -~-~iods of his predecessors, Pin­
chot, Graves, and Greeley. {.!mong the out.side duties whlch fell to his 
lot durin; his term of office werg service on the Na t iontl Ce.pita! Parle 
and Planning Com:!U.iss ion o.nd s ervice as cha1I'tl3.Il of the Forest Protec- 0 
tion Board, ::nade up o!~ representa t.ivo3 of ths various Federal rurea.us 
directly or i ndirectly concerned in the protection of Federal timbered 
lands • . 

Less then a month after the inauguration of President Franklin 
D. RooGevelt t he Unernployn;~nt Relief Act opened tha r.ay f or carrying 
out the Presicent 1s plan f or the organiza tion of the Civilian Conser­
vation Co:--ps . Neri and heavy r e:;ponsi biliti,}S were e.t once placed. on 
the Fo:-es t Service; and t hese !'<ere f::·ea t ly i ncreased as the ~eneral 
r ecovery p ro ;:r am took f:he.oe , t b:-ou'"':h tllo7.-r;nt& o ~ :'."~0,000,000 for 
the r as·u.:nption an~ t r emencous accel c r '3. tion or' l a.nu a cquis i tiori fo r 
national-fores t p.ll'poses a rui of C40 , J~O , ~CO fo r r oad , t r ail, and im­
provement. const:7t0.c tion a nd ;::;ainte~ce on t he Xi.~ion~ :'orests. Major 
Stu.art r espondej "1t h j oyful e~gerness to the heavy demands t hus laid 
upon him ana t ne Fores t Servic~, es a rrelco~e O?portunity ~o edva~ce 
fore s try e.nd the public "F.el fa.re . Hi s succen daa.th on ths rr.orning of 
October 2.3 as he '\78.S entering on the duties of a ne'7 week brought his 
·work to an untimely and tragic close. 

I 
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IN MEMORI.A.\! 

A radio talk by Ranger Bill (Wallace I. Hutchinson, assist~t regional 
forester, u. s. Forest Service) during the ~estern Farm and Home ~our Monday, 
October 23, 1933 over Station KGO and eight other stations associated with the 
Pacific Division, National Broadcasting Compa."'lY• 

- - -0000- - -

Yes, friends, I have some news for you today, that to all us rangers in 
the Forest Service is mighty sad news. Our Chief Forester, Major Robert Y. 
Stuart, was accidently killed this morning by a fall from the seventh story of 
the Atlantic building in Washington, D. C., where the Forest Service has its 
offices. 

11Eob 11 , as we rangers all affectionately called him, was not only a fine 
forester but a real ma~. I can say that with fe eling because I've known him for 
over twenty years. T'nera·1s a tragic note in his passing, too, because he was to 
have taken a prominent part in the big lumber code conference called by the 
Secretary of .Agricul tu.re for tomorrow morning in Ylashington. 

Perhaps you'd like to know something about our chief - the man whof'as at 
the head of Uncle Sa.m's Forest Bangers. His was a big job, for he had to super­
vise not only the work of thousands of men, but the protection and management of 
161 million acres of National Forests throughout the united States, Alaska and 
Puerto Rico, an area one-and-a-half times the size of the state of California. 
Only a few weeks ago he was out here on the Pacific coast ma~ing an inspection 
of the forestry work that tho C .c .c. boys were doing in t:ie national forests of 
the \Vest. 

Major Stuart was born just fifty years ago at Hiddletom1, Pennsylvania, 
of Scotch-Irish ancestors. After finishing high school he entered Dickinson f 
College and graduated from there in 1903, then going to Europe to study forestryi 
In 1906 he graduated from the Yale Forest School, and later received the honorary 
degrees of Master of Arts and Doctor of Science from Dickinson. 

() 
vo' -.. 

Bob Stuart first joined Uncle Sam's Forest Bangers away back in 1906, -
when a lot of us old timers "ere headed West. He landed up at our district 
headquarters in Missoula, Montana, a green forest assistant from "back Ea.st. 11 

But in six years he had worked huuself up to the position of assistant district 
forester, and then they called him in to Washington, and made him a forest 
inspector. 

During the riorld War he was one of the first to voli~~teer and he entered 
the Army as a captain of the 20th Engineers, Forestry. After serving over seas 
for two years he returned to the United States as a major, and took up his old 
job in the Forest Service. In 1920, "hen Gifford Pinchot was Commissioner of 
Forestry for Pennsylvania, he left the Forest Service to join him in his work, 
and then when Mr. Pinchot became Governor of P~nnsylvania, Stu.art was made 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Forests and Waters. But he still 
had a warm spot in his heart for the Forest Service, so he came back to us in 
1927 to head the office of Public Relations at Washington, and then on May l, 
1928, he was ma.de Chief Forester - the highest position one can attain in the 
Forest Service. 

(over) 



And now, Bob Stuart has crossed the Great Divide, Never again will he 
look upon the snow-capped peaks and quiet valleys, the forests and the birds 
and flowers he l oved so well. But his name will be emblazo~ed on the honor roll 
of foresters who have f ought a good fight so t hat our children and our children's 
children may know something of t he unspoiled beauties of forests and hills~ 
And we> his rangers, who have trampud the hills e.nd fought for~st fires with 
him, ho~ we shall miss h im, miss his kindly spirit, his intorest in our work 
and ~elfarc and t he inspiration t bat he always brought us to do ~etter and 
greater things1 

Yes, my fri~nds, this old world ~ould bo n hard world indeed to live in 
if it were not for the friendship and inspiration of such men as Bob Stuart~ 

~ ~ - ~ - -
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OUR NATION.AL FORESTS 

Forest Service Forefathers - Robert Young Stuart 

It should be said of Robert Young Stuart ( "Bob Stuart" to 

his associates) as of Henry Solon Graves and :/illiam Buckhout 

Greeley - "once a forester, always a forester." He lived and 

died a forester, from the beginning of his career to the accident 

which brought it to an untimely end. 

Graduating fran Yale Forest School as Master of Fcrestry, 

he immediately entered the Forest ~e rvice as Forest As sistant, 

and was successivel y thereafter Forest Inspector,~ssistant· Chief 
S ; lv l1v/f...,v.q "") 

of -OpePatien in the Washington headquarters office, Assistant J 
.fu.-Ope,,...,o_/:·-; >"\ (N or'lh r t•) 

District Forest er Aof the Montana-Idaho District;,-Forest Engineer 

with the rank of Ma jor in the A E. F.; Deputy Commissioner, Com­

missioner, nnd Secret ary of the Depa rtmen t of Forests and ~laters 

for Pennsylvania; Chief of the Branch of Public Relations for the 
..I, ~ 

u. s. Forest Jervice, and Chief Forestorl for ;.ettr · years, ending 

October 23, 1933 1 on which day occurred the fatal a cci dent which 

made him t he first martyr to the fores t ry cause. 

In Stuart's f irst year a s Chief Forester, a neu Forest Dis­

tr:i.c t was established, the Lake St ut es District, in which r egion 

the need for f orest practices had become insistent. Forest-fire 

studies were ca rried for mrd at the forest experiment Stations in 

Califomia, the 3outh 1 the Lake States, the Northwest, and the 

northern Rocky Mountains. 11.t the Southern Forest EXJJ9 r iment Sta-

tion also, naval stores studies nere pursued by Forest Service spe-
' 

oialists. Soil eros ion investigation was another major r esearch 

project. 
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The fire season of 1929 ~as one of major disaster. Unf av-

orable conditions - even more unfavorable that those of 1910 ahd 

1919 - put 1929 i n the same severi ty cla s s • The fire seasons of 

. these three years have gi ven a bundant proof of the necessity for 

constant vigilance in the detecti on and s uppres sion of fires. 
for fire-control, 

A~ direct evidence of the value of preparedness/ • •• t • C; ••• I .... ., t ... 

\ 

• ••1 · ••• I e •1 • • the 1933 fire season wa s one of the best in na-

tional-forest history, although burning conditions were much above 

normal in the Lake St a tes and the Northwest. Much of the success 
d11e to 

in keeping down the fire danger wa¢i-•xp«•1••••x•t the Civilian 

Conservation Corps. Not only did the 

c. c. c. do ~1x~xxsxx good Tiork in catching fires while s till 

young and di sposing of t hem promptly, their very presence on the 

national/forests ,and adjacent l ands emphasized the importance of 

the f ores ts and the need f or c ar e with fire and acted a s a de ·lier-

rent to incendiarism. 

During 1930 1 f a rm forestry made r apid advances under the 

terms of the Clarke-McNary La~ . Better forestry practices were 
-30, 

adopted on 21 1 350 f a rms. During t he cl. nter of 1929/t•x>llA local 

unemployment ~as brought forcibly home t o f i eld of ficers of the 

Forest Service and some r elief was aff ordeo. by hastening construe-

tion programs already financed. Opportunities for providi ng employ-

ment wer e greatly increased when th e Act of December 20, 1930 appro­

priated thr ee million dolla r s f or the construction of roads and 

/
f}lso 

trails for protection and utili zation of na tional forests . ~uring 

the fiscal year 193! 1 specia l appropriations were made for insect­

con.trol work and administative and range improvements on the national. 

forests, aud portions of the 1932 appropriations uere made 1mmediatel1 
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available on passage of th e agricultural appropria tion bill, for 

thecontrol of ;hite pine blister rust, JDDl construction and mainte~ 

nance of improvements on public camp grounds, and for other im-

provements. The number of temporary employees put to work by these 

funds increa sed more than fourfold from January to June, 1931, in 

which latter month t here were 21,568 r elief employments on the ne.-

-t ional forests . Then, too, the recreational use of the national 

forest s increased ten-fold f rom 1916 to 1931. 
forestry 

Th e fiscal year 1933 was rich in/accomplishment. It saw 

the publication of "A National Plan for ~:.merican Forestry" , a r eport 

prepared in compliance with the so-called "Copeland Resolution" call~ 

inf' upon the Secret nry of 11gricul t ure to advise t he Senate as to the 

des1rab1li ty of Federal aid to the St at es "in the utilization for fOJ 

esta tion purposes of those areas in the United St a tes suitable for 

for es t ation only. "This r eport embodies the r esults of t he mos·.; com-

prehensive survey of the entire field of United St utes fores try pos­

sl>bl• wt thin the time and \71 t h the r esource s cvG~lable. 

Soon after this monumenta l t ask of t he Forest Dervi ce had 
completion, 

reached/it•x~ax1f t he Emer gency Conse r vation camps enter ed the 

kaleidos copic scheme of things , enrolling 300,000 men. Allotment 

for road, t r oi l, and improvement construction and maintemmcdas a 
,I 

part of the publoc works' program to provide empl oyment and to stim-

ulate r ecovery amounted to ~40,ooo,ooo. 'I1h e Pr es ident also al-

lotted by Executive Order j 20,ooo,ooo for r esuming and accelerating 

the acquisiti on of lands in the Eas t for na tional forest purposes. 

Thus did the government forest work get a threeOltld impetus in one 

yeer, the eff edts of which cnn not yet be measured in rene·wal of ma n 

powe r and improvement of forest conditions. 
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As a r esult of the Clarke McNary law b~ 1924, nearly 

157,ooo,ooo trees had been pl••t@d distributed to farmers in the 

9 years including 1932. During 1933, 23,500 1 000 trees were dis-

tributed. Thus the ten yea rs of this coopenation ~veraged more 

than 18,000,000 trees a year. 

Outstanding progr ess in farm-forestry extEDsion through 

4-H Club activities was made during 1933. The enrollment of 

boys nnd f; irls conducting forestry projects totaled 15,732, and 

11,416 projects nere completed: This junior activity on f arms was 
then 
-x/being conducted in 39 States a nd 1 'l'erri tory. 

In this last year of his administrat ion, Chief Fores t er 

Stuart inaugurated the establishment of"expe rimental fores t s "as 

In terms of varied accomplishment, therefore , Robert Young 

Stuart left a splendid r ecord. In the vmrds of an appraiser of 

his ~ork and cha r acter: "All in all his lea dership of the For-

est 3ervice was a lea der ship of poise, vision, and competence." 

JC XJ 111111gxitg11sx:ciwft1 l kwlJ XIX pa ct gytxM1 a•KX)it.1w:dl::la:qtol tel gw,t 

tBw xWwwli x1rfxU1e2j'11res t x$•t• tjwg i•n fw1 t•rx:tkk:xqt ct txtd::I< lot t;tr 

• wrj x •• :t fwli • xwl•p" •• ••"'*" J 1 f•:tA "* 1 t xm:txx:duct:Dct:x ta cw I xgl!D" 

(To be continued) 
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THE recent acceui~. Major Ma1'or Stuart the New 
Robert Y. Stual't to e cblei ' 
of the United States Forest Forester Will Beuin 
Service calls to mind anew the ' 0 

comparatively abort t ime the Govern- Policy of Extended 
ment has been befriending the Amer- C • 
lean tree and the great magnitude ooperation 
this work ot guardianship has now 
attained. 

Major Stua rt, the records show, Is 
but the fourth in a vigorous line of 
eucceeslon v.·hose accomplishment 
cannot be measured in years. The 
line began with Gifford Pinchot, t he 
first Chief Forester and Rooseveltian 
conservationist, and was carried on 
by Henry Solon Graves and later by 
Colonel William B. Greeley, the Im­
mediate prtdecessor of the new chief . 

Major Stuart was a"Pinchot lieuten­
ant and Is an heir to the P inchot 
tradition in scientific forestry. An 
assistant to Plnchot when he was 
State Commissioner of Forestry In 
Pennsylvania, Major Stuart succeed­
ed to tha t position when Pinchot was 
elected Governor. Stuart became a 
member of the Pinchot cabinet a t 
Harrisburg as State Secr etary of 
Forests and Waters, returning to the 
Forest Service In J anuary. 1927, a11 
Director of Public R elations for the 
Federal Bureau. 

passed the Clar ke-McNary bill In 
1924. Pinchot believed it did not go 
fa r enough, but It had the backing 
of Colonel Greeley. Its object was to 
induce the States to cooperate In the 
conservation program. Thirty-eight 
States are now working with the F ed­
eral Government under the provi­
s ions of this measure, and Congress 
last year a ppropriated $1,400,000 to 
help the work along. 

Major Stuart's task Is to carry on. 
To him falls the j ob of making the 
Greeley Policy of cooperation with 
States and private owner11 bear fruit. 
By this means, or by whatever other 
means may become necessary, It Is 

I CHIEF FORESTER I 

A graduate ot Dickinson College, 
Stuart received his first training at 
the Yale Forest School. Pinchot was 
also a Yale ma n, havin;;- startled the 
:!"~ ... _. H':-..i.·;:.;:i..J'.l=pus in 183() by ••o;v- , , 
ing In" for forestry at a time when. 
a forester was popularly regarded1 

fl as about on a par with a gardener. ' 

~ A Fight on Depletion, I 
"( Since the Roosevelt-Plnchot days 
~he problems of the Natlone.I Forest 
~rvlce have changed. The f ight to 

'OUse the public to th e danger 
1erlcan timber faced at the hands 
"predatory Interests" has been 
lnably well won. Crusadin~ has 

way to a policy of coopera­
~operation with States and prl· 
'd-holders to the end that an 

check may be placed upon 
peril of depletion. 
\m t he national parks, the 

vernment administers ap-
80,000,000 acres of pro­

la nd. But the amoun• 
privately held 111 • 

uch . U the p· 
Is import:> 

the IP 
-.._ # t 

Montana he waa placed in charge 
later becoming chief of timber ~1 
al'ld planting a ctivities there. ~ 
1912 he was transferred to Washing! 
tnn as forest inspector in the Branct 
o1 Management, which included ali 
tlmber and planting work In th~ 
National forest11 and similar project! 
undertaken In cooperation with othe 
Federal departmenlll, State11 or prl, 
vate agencies. 

Valuable Services Overseas. 

Like Colonel Greeley, Major Stuar~ 
served overseas, rising to the ran 
or Lieutenant Colonel In the Twen1 
tieth Engineera. The forestry needs 
of the A. E . F . were real and urga~ 
War demands had placed the already 
limited timber resources of France 
under terrltlc pressure. American! 
soldiers In training needed firewood 
to keep their blllelll warm. Wood 
was at a premium everywhere, both 
at the front and with the S . 0. S . 
behind the lines. Sawmills and con-
servatlon, contradictorily enough, j, 
went hand In hand. Stuart's forestry 
experience proved valuable from the 
oulllet. 

Stuart was s tationed first a t th~ 
. E . F. headquarters In Paris. 
ansferred to Tours, he assisted In 

fdraging timber there for the Tenth I 
d Twentieth Engineers. Promn• 
m Captain to Major he Wll' 

General Headquarter 11 
'nt to produce cori!· 
vance Section. I r 
was placed ' 

fth BattaJI 
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Robert Y. Stuart to be chie! I - - later becoming chie~ THE recent accession of Major NT a]· or Stuart, the New Montana he .was p~ ~ 

of the United States Forest Forester, \Y/ill Begin a!W planting activities ther e. 
Serv ice calis to mind anew the 1912 he was transferred to Washing-

comparatively sho•·t time the Govern- Policy of Extended tnn as forest inspector in the Branch 
ment has been befrie~ding the Amer- o~ Managemen t , which Included all 
ican tree and the great magnitude Cooperation t imber and p lanting work in the 
this work of guardianship has now National forests and similar projects 
attained. passed the Clarke-McNary bill In undertak en in cooperation w ith other 

Major Stuart, the r ecords show, is 1924. Pinchot believed It did not go Federal departments, States or pr l-
but the fourth in a vizorous 11·n., o_f vate agenc1·es - - far enough, but it had the backing · 
succession whose accomplishment of Colonel Greeley. Its object was to Valuable Services Over seas . 
cannot be measured in years. The induce the States to cooperate in the 
line began with Gifford Pinchot, t he conservation program. Thirty-eight 
first Chief Forester and Rooseveltian States are now working with the Fed­
conservationist, and was carried on era! Government under the provi­
by Henry Solon Graves and later by sions of this measure, and Congress 
Colonel William B. Greeley, the im- last year appropriated $1,400,000 to 
mediate pr~decessor of the new chief. help the work along. 

Major Stuart was a·Pinchot lieuten­
ant and is an heir to the P inchot Major Stuart's task is to carry on. 

L ike Colonel Greeley, Major Stuart 
se rved oversea s, rising to the rank 
ot L ieutenant Colonel in th e Twen­
tieth Engineers. The forest ry needs 
o! the A. E. F . were real and ur gent. 
War demands had placed the a lready 
limited timber resources of France 
under terrific pressure. Amer ican 
soldiers in t raining needed firewood 
to keep their billets warm. Wood 
was at a p remium everywhere, both 
at the front and with t he S. 0. S. 

tradition in scientific forestry. An To him falls the job of making the 
assistant to Pinchot when he was Greeley Policy of cooperation w ith 
State Commissioner of Forestry in States and private owners bea r fruit. 
Pennsylvania, Major Stuart succeed- By this means, or by whatever other 
ed to that position when Pinchot was means may become necessary, It Is behind the lines. Sawmills and con-

servatlon, contradictorily enough, 
went han d in hand. Stuart's forestry 
e::perience proved valuable from the 
outset. 

elect ed Governor. Stuart became a 11 
member of t he Pinchot cabinet at I CHI E F FORESTE R 
Harrisburg as State Secretary of '------------------' 
Forests and Waters, r eturning to the 
Forest Service In J a nuary, 1927, as 
Director of Public Relations tor the 
Federal Bureau. 

A graduate of Dickinson College, 
Stuart r eceived his first training at 
the Yale Forest School. Pinchot was 
a lso a Yale m an , haviaci sta rtl ed the 
New H?v~:i. c.:.mi;us in 1830 by ' ';;v­
ing in" for forestry at a time whe:c 
a forester was popularly regarded 
as about on a par with a gardener. 

A Fight on Depletion. 

Stuart was stationed first at 
A. E. F. headquar ters in Paris. 
T ransferred to Tours, he assisted in 
foraging ·t imber there for the Tenth 
a nd Twentieth Engineers. P romoted 
from Captain to Major he was called 
to Genera l H eadquarters at Chau-

' 

m ont to produce cordwood for the 
Advance Section. I n February, 1919, 
h e was placed in command of the 
Fifth Battalion, Twen tieth Engi-
neers, and made District Comma nder 
of fores t troops of the Glen district. 
He was c ited for his services by 
General Pershing. 

Major Stuart in his new post as 
head of the Forest Service has 
p ledged h imself to press forward 
steadily toward t he goal which the 
service had at its inception, name­
ly, to make all lands t h roughout the 
country capable of bearing t imber 
actually timber producing . On tak­
ing office he said: 

Since the Roosevelt-Pinchot days 
the p roblems of the Natione.l Forest 
Service h ave changed. The fight to 
arouse the public to the danger 
American timber ·faced at the hands 
of "predatory Interests" has been 
reasonably well won. Crusading has 
given way to a policy of coopera­
tion-cooperation with States and pri­
vate land-holders to the end that an 
adequate check may be placed upon 
the g reat peril of deplet ion . 

Aside from the national parks, the T h e Con servation Polley. 
Federal Governmen t administers ap- "Toward this goal are also di rected 
proximately 80,000;ooo acres of pro- the efforts of State forest depart-
ductive forest land. But the amount IieyJto"e Photograph. ments and other public and private 
of such land privately held is just Major R. Y . S tuart . agencies in increasing numb ers, 
five t imes as much. If the p roblem working effectively, both directly I 
of -conservation Is importa nt to the up to the new man to see that tim- and in cooperation, within their re­
public interes t on th e lan<l Federally ber supply and demand be brought spective f ields. There can be no I 
administered, it is five times as im- nearer equality . question that the public will sustain 
portant on the 400,000,000 acres pri- Another se rious r esponsib ility de- this common effort to break down 
vately h eld. The Chief Forester t o- volves upon Major Stuart. Research the obstacles which keep so man y 
day accordingly has become more a has now become of paramount im- millions of our forest land acres un­
preacher or teacher than a militant; I portance. T he McSweeney-McNary productive. 
hls gospel is fire prevention, r efcr- j bill provided for notable i•xpansion "There must be a united det erml­
estation a nd scientific timber cuttin;: of the presen t chain of f or est r e- nation thrcughoi.:t the co'..:.r.t:-y tr..e.t 
on public and private lands alike. search stations throughout the coun- n a tional and State forest policies be II 

Colonel Greeley's Work. try. Government experts a~e to study built up which will provide continu-
Colone! Greeley, the former chief. timber growing more in tensively, ously for t he wood needs of the pub­

for e ight years has been a cent ral with $3,000,000 to be spent annu ally lie, for the cont rol of erosion and 
figure in this campaign of ccopera- for t h e next t en years on this pro- floods , fo r a pure a n d bountiful 
tion and conciliatior.. T he Capper gram. The n ew chief is to see that water supply and for the health and 
report had sounded a warning. De- the Forest Service gets its money' s recreational benefits afforded b y 
pletion w as the fundamental prob- worth. properly managed forest lands. Such 
!em. T imber was being used un four 

1 

Major Stuart !s "regarded by ills policies a re essential to sustain in a 
times as fast as it wa~ b eing ~rown. professional associates as e good i:rosperous con dition_ . ~he industries, 
What w a s the remedy? Should the 

1 
man for the job . Cn ba ckground, l".,bo,. and commumues deper.den l 

1 '--- :- :- ..... ., ..., ,..: ~Qrc:nn ;:; li tv· he i~)on our forest re£ources." 



succession v.·no~e (:;1..L:1,,;vu.1I-J' 1 .-:iuun:;u." Io! Colon el Greeley. its ooJect ,ya~ 1.u 
cannot be measured m years. The ·ind• c •1 St t t t · tL • .. • • • .. i..! e 1.. .1e a es o coopera e in !1e 
:'.ne oe~a1: witn Gifford Pinchot. ~he I conserv·alion program. Thirty-eight 
nrst Chier F~rester and Roosevel tian States are now workin"' with the Fed­
conservation1st, and was ca!Tied on eral Government und; r the provi­
by Henry So.Ion Graves and later by sions of this measure. and Congress 
Colonel V/llham B. Greeley, the !m- las• vear aopropriated $1 400 000 to 

I 

Like Colonel Greeley, Major Stuart 

1

1 
served overseas, rising to the rank 
at Lieutenant Colonel in the Twen­
tieth Engineers. The forestry needs 
of the A. E. F. were real and urgent. 
Viar dema:ids had placed the already 
limited timber resources of France 
under terrific pressure. American 
soldiers in training needed firewood 
to keep their billets warm. Wood 
w~s at a premium everywhere, both 
at the front and with the S. 0. S. 
behind the lines. Sawmills and con­
servation, contradictorily enough, 
went hand in hand. Stuart's forestry 
e:~perience proved valuable from the 

medi~te pr~decessor of the new chief. hel~ -the w;rk along. ' ' 
MaJor Stuart was a"Pinchot lieuten­

ant and is an heir to the Pinchot 
tradition in scie•~tific forest ry. An 
assistant to Pinchot when he was 
State Commissioner of Forestry in 
Pennsylvania, Major Stuart succeed­
ed to that position when Pinchot was 
elected Governor. Stuart became a 
member of the Pinchot cabinet at 
Harrisburg as State Secretary of 
Forests and Waters, returning to the 
Forest Service In January, 1927, as 
Director of Public Relations for the 
Federal Bureau. 

Major Stuart's tasl;: is t o carry on. 
To him falls t:rn job of maki:ig the 
Greeley policy of cooperation wi th 
States and private owners bear fruit. 
By this means. or by whatever other 
means may become necessary, it is 

CHIEF FORESTER 

outset. 
Stuart was stationed first at 

A. E. F. headquarters in Paris. 
Transferred to Tours, he assisted in 
foraging "timber there for the Tenth 
and Twentieth Engineers. Promoted 
from Captain to Major he was called 
to General Headquarters at Chau-

A graduate of Dickinson College, 
Stuart received his firs t training at 
the Yale Forest School. Pinchot was 
also a Yale ma:i, hav in:; startled the 
New H?v~:-i c:.mi;t:s in 1830 by ·•;;0-
ing in" for forestry at a time wher: 
a forester wa.s popularly regarded 
as about on a par with a gardener. 

\ 

mont to produce cordwood for -the 
Advance Section. In February, 1919, 
he was placed in command of the 
F ifth Battalion, Twentieth Engi-

A Fight on Depletion. 

Since the Roosevelt-Pinchot d ays 
the problems of the Nations.I Forest 
Service have changed. The fight to 
arouse the public to the danger 
American timber faced at the hands 
of "predatory Interests" has been 
r easonably well won. Crusading has 
given way to a policy at coopera­
tion-cooperation with States and pri­
vate land-holders to the end that an 
adequate check may be placed upon 
the great peril o! depletion. 

Aside from the n ational parks, the 
Federal Government administers ap­
!Jroximately 80,000;ooo acres of pro­
ductive forest land. But the amount 
of such land privately held Is just 
five times a s much. It the problem 
of ·conservation Is important to the 
public interest on the land Federally 
administered, it is five times as im­
portant on the 400,000,000 acres pri­
vately held. The Chief Forester to­
day accordingly has become more a 
preacher or teacher than a militant; 
his gospel Is fire prevention, r efor­
estation and scientific timber cuttinz 
on public and private lands alike. 

Colonel Greeley' ;; Work. 
Colonel Greeiey, the former chief. 

for eight years has been a centr a l 
figure in this campaign of coopera­
tion and conciliation. The Capper 
report h ad sounded a warning. De­
pletion was the fundamental prob­
lem. Timber was being used up four 
times as fast as it was be ing grown. 
What was the remedy ? Should the 
Federal Government compel the lum­
ber industry to practice forestry- in 
general, the Pinchot view? Or 
should primary r eiiance be placed, 
as Colonel Greeley held, u pon en­
couragement, aid, education and ap­
peal to enlightened s elf-interest, in 
an attempt to persuade the Industry 
Itself to acc,ept as much responsibil­
ity as possible? 

After :much debate, Congress 

E eyJLone Photograph. 

Major R. Y. Stuart. 

up to the new man to see that tim­
ber supply and demand be brought 
nearer equality. 

Another serious r esponsibility de­
volves upon Major Stuart. Research 
has now become of paramount im­
portance. The McSweeney-McNary 
bill provided for notable t>xpansion 
of the present chain of forest re­
Eearch stations throughout the coun­
try. Government experts are to study 
timber growing more Intensively, 
wi t h $3,000,000 to be spent annually 
for the next ten years on this pro­
gram. The new chief is to see that 
the Forest Service gets its money's 
WOI"th. 

Major Stuart is ·regarded by his 
profess ional asscciate·s as a. good 
man for the job. [n backgr ound, 
trnining and personality he i· d e­

scribed as · anything but a bureau­
crat. He h as grown up In the field. 
His tastes as well as his technique 
have the tang of outdoors. 

After leaving the Yale 
School Stuart became a Government 
forest assistant, assigned to forest 
management work in Montana, 
Idaho and V'iyoming. Upon organi­
za ~!on ct the Missoula. district l.n 

neers, and made District Commander 
of forest troops of the Gien district. 

e was cited for h is services by 
General Pershing. 

Major Stuart in his new post as 
head of the Forest Service has 
pledged himself to press forwar d 
steadily toward the goal which the 
service had at its inception, name­
ly, to make all lands throughout .the 
country capable of bearing timber 
actually timber producing. On tak­
ing office he said: 

The Conservation Policy. 
"Toward this goal a re also directed 

the efforts of S tate forest depart­
ments and other public and private 
agencies in increasing numbers, 
working effectively, both directly 
aod in cooperat ion, within their re­
spective fields. There can be no 
question that the public will sustain 
this common effort to break down 
the obst acles which keep so many 
mlllions of our forest land acres un· 
p roductive . 

"There must be a united determi­
nation throughout the country that 
national and State forest policies be 
built up which will provide continu­
ously for the wood needs of the pub- ' 
lie, for the control of erosion and 
floods, for a pure and bountiful 
water supply and for the health and 
recreational benefit.s afforded b y 
properly managed forest lands. Such 
policies are essential to sustain in a 
p rosperous condition the Industries, 
labor and communities d ependent 

our forest r esources." 
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. en t'io • b rorre , ~ti tit" of f. a "' "'0 t . l ... . r 



apNul.q \he pJ'i.S. ot a eb 4- *leh oelle4 to!' qU.t aza4 mN 

aottona a job that will bring lld"P and. oon,lnu.l~ r.IU.1'• Ln IDaan 

.it"· 
!' •. :11 eix ynre, l~ jOI' ue'l"t, aa Chief' ot t iU loreat 9erYloe, 

wnt throuch one o• tl o rioat 11Qon· nt ph Ma or wni.oent l t:>:reat.ry. 

I t waa n cruel l period - yn ~ ~rlo<l t t eauaed r.w he •Clllnea in 

' • papera. Olory , t • - '1te• t l np we toreott.en l n hie •t.e•d¥1 

lnoncttb)Jr dlttloult ti t tor n expanaloai ot ttl •i con• natlo 

~ • ooun ry ,., lMs417 .... eel nro • d relp to aaw it• 

ftDlahl~ naou o••• '!'be job 1ba• ' :ejor st•n look Oftl" 011 bl• ... 

nna.01 '° \ Je leaderaM ot \be For .. , me• n•tt-4. cried tor, a 

nu ot ev.eUy h1a ealibr•• ~rong, aura. unhurrte • unfluat.•Nd -

en4 ~Pdb•d-4 in mt\4Jr• bP kn• to bo ri ht - he ·n t tbft :F-:>re1t moe 

moYiDB fonnal"d, nre~tbon1" 1 ta poaitton, ap 

\lo~ ao.Sng toward 'hat ti• lMt Illa' b ·• • t• ~ 

41r. more Y~lueble 1 ro " -

a coming wh*1 neilo l 

etMllUon ttD4 ~'ionrsl lnt.ereat would oent• •• nenr ltetor• upon ~­

J'oren s.fto• • • tu.netion tor tlwt eo:>d ot t u 11 Uon. t 1 • w t.ha en4 

ot ••l'l· nln .run1oe '1\a \ h• llwa to .. e our n&t.1onal 1101 •bnH 

oon•nation "' • one ot it• •Jor 'P~ grau, 1n atro , l1bor l w ort or 

' b" pr1 ot ple • be •d bbor-.d '° taphold. 

:fie n • llvoa on; hie 1t0rk l1Y&a on; hi• 'Pirlt 1• tr t?'Ola 

toi-eotien nt0 tbe en t' the ren ;,;en-ice ho r ·• 1 t .. 1 , to !ht 

beside hi , ~.rekK•d tb.8 wll4•rneasea w1tt bl • 1\ho\l.t be1n too tano1~ l , 

I thlr1k •• y oonalder th t •~ob. or tl» mlll1ona t \ntea which wil gro 

trca 'the aMdlln • rocluoecl ln '\be • \ml't UJ" .. 1'1 1 1 beor ._. part ot 

hi• 1n40ld.t'lbl• 8plrl'\. 

---



". 

und r t sn4l .th 

1 8 six u. • .i.y cb\et. • r Joie• th. l o 

orthy t •~u ht ~ 

G 

t~t" 

ale.ea of l.90G .. n l91~ he ortioe ot tr•• 

orld r,. •e 1r.'is -ol d (llo 1 tit ry l • ..,. ~ co 1Be1n ~ capt ln 1n he 

oi~ tto~ f rQ Ce or 1 Pere 1 1g. 

.. . u • 

te .. to th Die ot 

FArTin • " · jor $ 1nrt " ~tor de Jeoret ry ot oNet1' i•r•. tollw-

1 

t• t>t ot ice , 

•t. t.ho expir tio ot 1'1!'.rnor i nc t ' • 

O"" itu rt nenteNd th .. 'or .. .. 



,, . 

nen hie au4tlen de \h brow.h 1• 'ffGll'k to cloH. f!e died 1n Un• ot 

dut7. 

'l'be l at Y• r ot hle llt• h been a \'r')"1ru one. 

e mo :l;h tt r tbe ti on ot f n•lde!tt ooae•Hlt , 

•as th 

ploy- n'l 

ellet Aot ope-• tba y f'or C"'M"TillE: out the r " · • t t ,1.A tor or-

:i1 ~l the C1'1. l1 ~ co. aerft U 011 Corpe. Jin a4 he v3 l'• s;io a1o111 Ut1e 

wre u t ~n~• pl u• cm the ·oren S.H1thl n< ~n .ajor ..,t,uan. bl• 

grM\l.7 lDerMHd aa \he gener l l'MOftl"J p:ro !Z'flltl too)( :-.hi:.pt , 1:.aro~ 

t11U•mm~a ot wen.tr 1Uion olJ.,..ra for tl rcSWlll)tion .a l'Wlilnnoua 

••••l•rtJ,1on of l~n~ e~uts1t1~n tor ruotiQu~l for at urpoaes aJt1 ot 

tor'T lUon <'.ollfll1"8 tM' co1's.truetton "" 1~ r.ovo ~nt ork o~ t.ho t1on·· l 

beeYy ~emein a, t ":" th \ 

he h 4 b«en 

etfee\ t n in the outh. 

, i'n a "Uno:r- ot npe 

t.ll~ ., ar• 9 SQ HC 

t l1 tt • o ole=o ;otl 

by the •u'th. r:l st t e or p or1 b 8 t1.:W ' • 
tlon ot B1 tuft.ti o o ;hi~h • d o~tly t•ett rdt.h t1l'O re•s in 

of " Jor tu rt' tt ntlo to t ~•cUon 

'1'htl :tunrt l ursary s t ll • l 11 .... \r . 
pro o ot t"(l~D Hi t1on1 e rryi a t~lr o ah ·~e t 

O jtiC . , 

1 

1n"• n.\lOh 

't ooun:\r- · . 

d~• .1.• J.D '\ • 

ob&rt it.• rt •a 

.riOJ!' to 19 .. ~. t antiNJ e eter~ l lf !1! thG :1'\t:.Lon lffl.S 

elasMd. a one 1: tlonal or st n ou. 

'lft"l:Mmi Re..:d.on , lth 

1lf'!tto l tor at re.a 

d co o create n aep 

dQ rtera 1n tl nt· • Fr::> t • tU1ft o..."l. the 

the u rn '• ion ft grown •X'Mnetwly und•r 

" 

' 

. \ 



~•n• lr.ad7 oeret\l l y l i d out atti ,.. · j~r t.u rt• • »-rl04 ea Chief 

1R••\C 'bro b n cqu1a1t i o ·hioh b • · r.aUy ad<lecl• not 

Cert lnl7 1 ~ t~e 

~h• oput t on ot ~~e th. 

once-

gutt1cwntl~· fo: n on CJt 

\C.Y/1M ubol.ff' l :u .t1 • n o 

unabe•ko4 ih.ro t o .. / r• • •ltinn• ot • ho1 luo . ore ua r.• or 

U•• ••n• tn the p1•n tw•tJ' 19er• h l:Maen flMtt 11' t bl' h lt-

In ny o~ae• wtmnr t n l tor 

ot dollnra. uile • de at ,ed, tblty !'l no lon..-er oheok \he flew ot 

raint ll h1oh . aamag ••r--llk• gU.lli ., nah•• y nu lly llltou 

ot n'bio tcet or t•r ) le :top s U.; ac rlty1 one - 1· rtt le t n:. leiuhs 

-a-



With ero11 on, elLn t h 

turn 9'HHt'P tl Y' t ~r.lra, he hO::&I nd 't.b6 11 Ha t 81\. 

f Ot"t"..:l , T8 

souree or eupply 

.- ) . r.itl 1)«1 

l" , n~ h ve 

111 i nr , 1 , >:i 'for tnx•:J· I t \. n 

jor tu > th od o 

.,. cb 0 . ot. .. , ..o • t r ot ble, cout ·u-

QU: a. h den- l "o "'C t 

n ,, t b '1'1 .,e 

~t··n f1"'()i ~cut- . t-~;. .• _ , • - o t• '!J}" t; to 

O.,,& ot' .. u t· 1-ned ~oih .. c tto nd r lJt't 1tldu 

C~tl?'lltie ..• Do ~ et t e Jo i:rove4 o·• p '';,"Ch e •wele1 o ~ ·ut.._~ 

! ore t5 -:. ' my <!%'011 t t . · 1 .C">r':'IOr•t d ~ .. '> < •• 1 · .. t · .... Ol• 

~~~ "! I')..~ z.r,. '-.;,1 ~... u /"--1, '} c-.- ,. .,_ , ~, u-r ._'f, 1 ....... ..:,,~~.oz ~} 
o?"eme, h v ·"lC) ·, re-,.or•o1r or l"'b·ir-de-:. 1\ic ~ TI ,.. 1 .. 1 d.A.-:... o 

M' t . o peo le or cH1 a , .. o ne 4 Till , • · 

• ato 1 1• o ~ th t e rlr i~ ~93~ o. ot ~e i~~nt 

-s-
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' .. 

jor u rt ruid '*•'· him 1r • 1 t in rew 

WMS.et \he Oitltet 

-·:.lowed 

,.,_ ybe YoU on •t re; :u ~ 11! t 

"You d n •t: 

'tbflt . a t 19 

1 d • u. ,..,,,, • 

't .,r .. of r~r 

1 e.l 

1 t •• uth 

:-er r e at tl 

i ter•• e 

t1or.. or 1s:ibe.r. 

t en 

t fire 1 lte t out ,r 

01 l ret1>rea tio. i • be lthy ch nee 

r r.,s\ 1 ~r 

11 . 11> 

'I\?' He. !' t 

u t() 

s on Ti \e ti:~e 

1 '!t . 

co~ .• 

th 

~ 

11 tet: 

• ~ ~er c o ~ tiv b l•~ h Y o~ c• ~r t 

_,,_ 

, tt;. t ·d.vl or id. 

tu rt' 

" u .. . A .. aat 

• • 
• in 

on 



I ' , 

ot • il;!Po noe \c> Uie :w u.thern • ion • '91te11 ~ t j ol> 

ot plha,lng, " ml .r eow.·&e, grD'P1n,a \he •e4l1.tl&& tor ntor.sttt1c;,u. 

In ltM, "1th l,_nd-ae uiaiti.o ;>?'t>OM41ns t an ·eHl•r ~d '•• phna 

wn ld4 \o "'h it l'IO•eible to ntonat f'ro S00,000 to -00 ,000 acre• 

I ~t Of t raery, 

• •en 11 1on b~ed 1 ! l~.A, the e 

out . Dut l\f tfer co:~6! er1 ti • 1 • i p_pi, 

to r..1.. r • 00 ... 4l1q 

w w!lieh, 

wit onl1 s v~ ;h'• celled 

t:~ ea to 

1'6f:.1 ea ion • 
S OU • poa iblee t t tLo o~ , ln>at ll 

t .eue pruu Jf . 

f ttu ~1 • 0 \ • 

st • '" rby, to t'ae d \o 

• ot ,. rric lib o co s1 d 0 \17' j o e Q 

i t • • the ho • t'h r ;;1. l l 0 ry o .• a d.1'0 .P 

~1• ~ur.. T .e is a ee e ry, ro r· n fo:: tuture. 

. j.J:" o~ert You , rt hol" thie Wi wpoi n;r. . y i u . t i .. 01·tJ 

.. 
~ 0 • or tu .. '4r• 

ro ua on or w tor -.wlo~ e d Y. l tore , 

ht a a • • !'llia worlr 'ba 

.... 



seed•, .llict. i n urn produce the speciee. It is up to the peoplo or 

the nation toda7, -:.nd to the future gei:wra~ions as well, to oonaider 

•-....i.,.. aa ha'Yin - ccepted the •tewt.rdahip ot t.he ! oraeta - •1th 

UfinJ:te obl1gci tion• to tue o 1 .. ot them while t hey liv . - and to pan Oil 

their eYer-produoti.a heritage ~o fUture generaiiona. 

- 9-



l een 

b7 giTin~ b.1• nlln'.• to t hle l*'rtieul ,.r nurottry - the l11 r ._:ee\ in \ he 

<Jt tbe tel ted ~hte e Fores t qerv1 ce. wc a p;i rticulerly 111-tenetcc i r. t t e . 



...,.utag 'JN prttl of • J•l> 4cme 111hleh 1.Ue4 fW .Uk u4 IUN 

•oUoaa • Jol> that will bring 1M'P au ooatlmd111Nmlu · 1a IPllan 

~uah 11.x )'Hra, l6ajolt nuen ••• Chlet ot ' • 101"••t a.mo•. 
went through one of t ho Mei lafo!"\..-a nt ph1J1M• or goftn.tll\cl f'Grenq. 

It we1 a cruotd period - 1•' • period t aat cttu.4 tew be•4llnt• in 

t he papaa. Olo17, t .... - the• "bp •er. toqo•••• la hi• •'-•clY. 
1MN411tl7 4lttt"'1• tto' tor aa •~.liu flt torut eou~nauo.i 

th?o~ • eoun· r, ,., '-411 --4-4 nro~ .. 4(·nhlJ '°aft 1'• 

ftlllllllng fteou. •••• !be job 'i.' ~jor M\111.J't took owr 01l hi• ae­

"n4clOJ to t 1;e lead•l'ah1p ot th• 1orHt Semo• n•d-"• oried tor. a 

an4 hltldhee.494 tn ma\w.ra ho knew to be right - be ke-pt the l!'oroet Sordco 

noYln& rorwaJ'd, 8'"1lgthen1ng 1 \a poa1 t ion. •~rea4tng more nloobl8 1n!'ol'2(\­

'1oft.i BIO.SDS \Odr4 th&' tiM !le mn haft tel' n a oomtng when nt1tiom l 

1iMnUon aa4 natton&.l in\enat would o.nter •• nenr ~•tore u.pon the 

l'onn serflo••• tuneti()n tor the cood ot •u n~ue. n 1• '° the end 

ot •wrllinin"' ~toe \ha\ ha Uwd w aee our naUonal polla1 cbraoe 

eo.,...,.'1• •• ou ot 1-• •Jn p.r-1o-a1 la 1\!'0ng1 U'Nnl • ,n-rl of 

'h• prtnoi pl•• he ha4 1'1bored to tlpbol4. 

Mt M..• llTOI on; hi• work l1Ye• on& bi• gpirt.t h fe.r trom 

torgo\"9n aatO~ th• 122en or tbe 1ore•t S.nice '!'rho wor~e'1 •1 t~1 h1n , fought 

bea1d• him, •nkked the wtl4•rn••-• with hi m. rr1.i1out bo1~ too tano1tul, 

I thlnk " •1 oon•1d•r the \ 9l'loh of \be adlllona ot ine1 which will grow 

h'm \be ••edl1n41 Qro41.LOe4 ln U.e 3'ua~ Nu.r .. ry will bea:r aoae part of 

"' t .. o.tkbl• aptnt. 

. ... 



\ 1 
\ , .., 

Aaa18'ut •' ?11180lllla , ·1~tana , ~!S I waa a ronn SU.penl801'. J'ro. tur.· 

fl1'9' Metint1 ~~ tM d'\y o~ bi• ~•th ours •• u a ... tattn ot J>ft'f•ct 

under•'~n41111-t. Purl~ the ttr•' tn JM1'9 ot tha.' 8 8eHlttUon. he •• '1117 

wbw41MMJ 4utq Uie lt!l9t .. ~~J;i be na ll7 olet. I njoloe U...t no 

•l••• or 190'. rn 191! he ... t nn.t'en-M \o ta.. 'hahin,,Wn off io• ot t ho 

•11atlen troa General Perlhing. . . 

In u.q, 1920, he renpe4 tl'Olll '1&e v. a. ror.n s.nt•• • 
•oeept the Oepu~ Oom11dO:)n9hiJ of J'oree\ry ln J>en11ql'f1inh, wield Mttor« 

P1nohot, 1tne at t he n., t1on'1 ~t tora1ter1 u d tire~ chief or the lore•' 

serTto•. ~jor ~u~rt wne lPter me4• 9ee.nta J"7 ot roreat• nnd atera, tollow­

lng Pt nohot•s eleoUon ~ a Oo.,..mor. . A\ \he explr~tion ot r.ont"nOr Pi ncbot•1 

""' ot ottloe, llljor stuan rMnMr.4 \he rontt sonto• i n •rso ot ~to 

Bl'uQ. flt hbllo ReletiOAa ttn4 01\ Jla1 1, 1118, •a appointed Chief lon•ter, 

..... uac Col••l WlW• a. Ol'Hl.,. ... ..nM uUl O.\obel' a, ltSI, 

-



... Illa attn 4a•h larougllt hU wark to e clo... Be cUe4 ln liu ot 

•"'7· 
'ftae bn ,..al' ot Ida lit• !M\d bef)n e. 'mag ou. lAN ~h'lll 

a •nth afhr tbe luugufttton ot Jlin•l4ent Roo1H•elt. ttle \Jb•pl.oJllln't 

WI'••• oAOe ~-'•.a.. ••nn IUrt•• u4 on MBJor S1\111ln •. TM• 

ll"M'l.J' penaN4 ta \Jae 1tMral. NMftl7 JNftl' .. took c ape, throlAgb 

•llnunt• tit -.n.tT a1Wn doll.el"• tor the rewmpUon t.nd t"'1endoue 

••••lAft'\lon of bnd eequtl1t1~H\ to'r nei.Uonr l toreet purpt>••• nn·i of 

tertT ad.llton dollere ft:lf" eonst!'t:loUon ll!ld ll!}>ronm1nt sork on the ntJ:tion11l 

Uon ot tl w~u on• whtoh h.84 are•tly r••rd•d posre•• 1n thi• llu. ~ 

ot v,ajor stuert'• attenUon '"• d1Heto4 w \ hi• .. •\ion of '\be eo.antry. 

•lat•d aa •ne NaUonal Jo i·ea\ n&i•n• ~1ih the t~«lilndoua u.pning or 

teftl.9.-0 WW U •• 4Hl4 .. ta~u U• bsd co• to '1"MW fl HP,~bM 

-tlafta Jtect.o•, wl'b bee4qu~r• I.JI Atllltth '"• '-la' tl• on th8 

' 

\ 
I I 

l ' 

' ' ' ' ; : 
!, 
' . 

' 

I 

\ 
\ 

•tt .. 1 tonet RHa• ta tM lfttaaera lqtea bft a:nn •xten•1wl1' undw .. · \ '1' 

>, 



~••• elreed7 o-i..ntull.1 l l!l ld wt 4v1n3 &--.jol' SW.u•\ '• ,.no4 •• 01U9f 

tor••\C' lhnueh n.n 'lOq\l1•Ulo11 pl'Qgll!lm wh1oh !Ml grMil1 aMK• not 

I 'h1.nk'. w mn •ll be taa!Ua~.+~\h $bl eh41 Uou w.bloh 

l»'?'ougb\ abou\ \u ne•Nl •1 tor woJl aA upud eD ot toren oeaa un4u 

U.'l'»1M 17boleHl• euttJ.~ , ~m.4 or the ~te:!!'IM\h - t tr•, •tb.icll etal kod 

unobie9kot \~ ~b.o•/:ir•t\ • aldnn~ of ·thoi.r Tel.I.lo. '"''.Or~ ond mr• or 

the• aerea in th• pnst "'9GV ,.are haft Men fl•tt~ 1a \ba' hstlt-

ot 4oll•I'•· Dnud•·' , «•""' n tt'ed, 'bil7 °"n aG longer eheelr '11• flow ot 

ratutall wta1oll, '-~" •ur-llk• gulliea, •ab•• nw1 ennally m1ll1ona 

ot eult1o t•et o-r terti le wp a l ilJ aol'!l'1f71ng one ... t•Mt le t~n.'!1 l ende 



,l•lt•U• ,._.4 aln• lla• ._. e •••late •r,,ll ot ••et tewn.•. ooa­

snmi '1•• wl\lob o-noe '1l'Pl wet en toren tmhlatry, but wll1ue aou"• of nppl1 

laaa 'Mn 6t:nreye4. Thi 1ahftb1tnn\a .r ti»• e--.nUi•• hen helped to 

l)US prod\!~ t1 o'\ tl°O''l ou:r rora't 1.,nd •• Throut:h t od4'rd forest a-xtenai on, 

"'"., "n~"!-! e- '" ::'~Mtl?n t>itth( the ttt~~a llnd wUl'\ -r.l"!'Tt'te own.,rG it ts en-

<teeYol"f:r.l'P to ehr.i.n .w \ '"• ptctt".lre flooni $1 .. cut-out- An -~et-out• ~-atcat to 

~:n• or sust··i .td rroik.ctiort · nd of !Jiat ·.t oed}:i.1 st '." bh> t~dutJtries r.rr.! 

o~1t1es, OG'f1j •t~ ted l "!nda ~prir~T•4 foT' purch- H :" a nuclei ?f ru~·..: ?'9 

12')'\toul torest• 1'11l •DJ' acr•• of 'h• 1uorporc,tttd t eto exh U .:::g ~'Uonal 

I 
I 
I 

I 
' 

I 
l 
I 

I 
I . 

. ~ ~ ,.,.._.__ z.,... ~ ~ tt .. f-1, "'°"' · C4-.,,,.... t::t;::::;" _µ_, ~. T4;, ..:., '-/.~ .!.. 
Poren1, hnft baoo11e ftffr'fofra or lebor-clemac! wkl1ch h e;ft .uppl1e4A. t he " . 

g1'01md.-.rk tor \ he rel':ftb111 t r ti on .r th•ao area.a ...., t bf'l t in t he f'ut1in 

tMy •1 Jtlny their p .. rl ln "Pl"Oteettng the •Mrehe4e. t hereby •'fl. 1'13 

unt-14 •illittl\• ot 4011 .. .,.. in 4..-p by tloofa aatl ero•ton; 1l\ v.rortc11ns 

tr:rr t~• ,..-,10 ot ntl••• t••ft• ti!td TilhnH. 

TM •'Ol'Y 1• ,014 \M' Mrl7 in lt~ OU ot Pzt•ei dent 



""')"be yov. cton •t r•li Mi ~ti:, t n lA 1'5• orior tlll' t 1•"'· 

ltfeu 4011 '' know ._ roreat S.X"ti ce•, wf! • io}) :Jtu.r~ •a ooow1·. \._ 

_,,,.. . 



Of eqaal lltf0l'W.D09 to '.be 110-. SM~h•n ie&10ll ~- ~•eA the Job 

ot Jla'lnc• en« flt •cnn-.. , g:row1tlf \be •o4Ual• tor nt.rtne'1c.n. 

In ltM, w1 th l alld-aoqut.i.' I.on pro Off41 ng at a.n A6Mlente 4 h'•• plena 

WN ld.4 ~'° •eb 1' '110•elbl• to ntona' from 800,000 to 100,000 •or,• 

enr a ,._, ... ,.r1o4. OrlgiMl pb..ns tor connruott.en nd 4ewlop. 

-~' ot 'a• Stwt.n !furM17, vthleh et..z:& 1n t..o l>e1 r&{;; i n li~ 1 ~l l.a~ tor 

a tn aillloa ffe&ll~ -,roduoU on. 

otd. But athr c~s1~ er1ne ihe i lant1113 :t•~• i n r..out.1ena, Mtaa1.aeippl, 

and Texe.e, 1\ •• deci de& to enli:. r j\e t!14' nuz·eo.r-1 t o e. J :.t , O",J•OOO ... dlina 

prQdueUon. Tlaa qve~ for 193~5 ..m a l cter i ncr9"'.aild \ o 42,000,000, wll1oh, 

•~on ~• JO••ibte. 

t.t.•~1• Jla\loa-1. Jereri n•~t'by, 'o i 8e DeSot() 1 ~ t!iis11iaaipp1, &a4 to 

\M Slam Hou•toa ta\!U211. llsn7 t' .oulb4a twre been. 8bippe4 \e \M rlal'l .. 

torena. 

Ot'here l'I! U c ·r ry o:~ na we drop 

&.e j\»J' Rowr" TOUJLI Stu.tr~ hold thb •1••po1n .., niro~ly i t:.:· :a 1t h 110N 

thflll fl "1n& ,_, \Al• imr.ar, 'Clcb 1• arowin6 )"')U~ tree a tor t\i'tur• 

prQdutton ot Habw tor •wlO&•a J •.11.pwo4 '11&d. ~.,.,l ~torea, lhoi.i.l.4 uu 
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