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ARTICLES BY :MR . SILCOX INDEXED DJ THE 
U. S. FOREST SERVICE LIBRARY 

(including quoted ~t~tements and items 
about hl.Dl.J 

*Appraisal of national forest timber. Miss issippi 
valley luraberman 44 (40: 41-42. Oct. 3, 1913. 

· Also in the Timberman 14 (12): 67-70. Oct. 1913 . 

*Boom and bust . Country home (American) 60 (7): 14-17. 
July 1936. 

*The challenge of fores t land; .America 's presenta:lversity 
accentuates need to make it contribute affirmative°ly 
to the permanen t support of the nation's population • 
.American forests 41 (1): 3-6. Jan. 1935 . 

Chief forester predicts growth of pulp industry. Pacific 
pulp and paper industry 8 (9): 26. Sept. 1934. 

Chief forester r eviews sixty years of Government forestry . 
N. Y. State f orestry association news letter , p. 7-9. 
March 1936 . 

*Chief forest er 's address at Phoenix. American cattle 
producer 17 (9): 7-8 . Feb. 1936. 

*Federal tree planting program. 
552-553, 591. Dec. 1935. 

Kiwanis magazine 20 (1 2): 

*Fire prevent i on and control on the nat i onal forests. 
U. s. Dept. of agricultur e yearbook , 1910, p. 413- 424. 
1911. 

*The forest fi r e prob l em in District 1. Univ. of Cali
fornia jour· . of agri culture 4 ( 3 ) : 100-101 . Nov. 1916. 

*By Mr. Silcox. 
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(Silcox, F. A. ) 

*Fighting forest fires. Federal Employee 21 (9): 13-14, 30. 
Sept. 1936. 

* Forest grazing J?Olicies for the futur e. National woo l 
grower 25 {2 ): 23-24, 46-47. Feb. 1935. 

* Forest service favors the shelter b elt. Fores try news 
digest, p . 5. Feb. 1935. 

* The for est shelter belt . Jr . Red Cros s journal 11 (2): 
37-39. Oct. 1934. 

Forester i ssue s statement on grazing permits. Service 
bull. 19 (7): 1-2. April 1, 1935. 

* Forest ers mus t choose. Jour . fo rest ry 33 ( 3) : 196-204. 
March 1935. 

* Forestry - a public and private responsibil i ty. J our. 
forestry 33 (5): 460-468. May 1935 . Also in Ameri
can forest s 41 ( 4 ): 160-161, 193-194. April 1935. 

* Forestry and family lif e . 
15. August 1934. 

The clubwoman 15 ( 2): 3, 13- ;/ V 

* Forestry and labor. Journal of forestry 18 ( 4:): 317. 

* 

* 

April 1920. 

For estry in flood prevention; condensed from address ,,,Y'-
before National rivers and harbors congress. Conser
vation 2 (3): 4. June 1936. 

Forestry 's new opportunity. Empire forester, N. Y. 
State college of forestry, v. 20: 59-60 . 1934. 

* Forests and the social fabric . Natl. wal tonian 2 ( 10): v vr 
4-5, 11. April 1935. 
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( Si 1 cox , F • A. ) 

* Forests vital to social and economic welfare of many 
communities. u. s. Dept. of agriculture yearbook, 
1935, p. 212-217. 

* Forward; not backward. 
207. Feb. 1934. 

Jour. of forestry 32 ( 2 ): 202-

* Government forest work in the New England States. Conn. 
forester, p. 1-5. 1934. 

* Grazing policy for ten years.. Natl. wool grower 26 ( 3): 
6-7. March 1936. Also in the American cattle producer 
17 (10): 14-15. March 1936. 

* How the fires were fought. 
639. Nov. 1910. 

American forests, v. 16: 631-

* The livestock industry and National forest grazing. Natl. 
wool grower 26 (2): 27-29. Feb. 1936. 

* Lumber industry urged to continue conservation set up. 
Letter to the National manufacturers' association. 
Jour. forestry 34 (5): 527-528. May 1936. 

* Minimizing railroad fires by use of spark arresters end 
oil as fuel. Timberman 13 (2): 33-36. Dec. 1911. 

*North American wildlife conference. Clubwomen 16 (7): y~ 
12-13. Feb. 1936. Also in the Pacific sportsman 
17 (3): 11-12. March 1936. 

* North American wildlife conference; an open forum on the 
conservation and restoration of wildlife resources. 
American wildlife 24 (6): 83. Nov.-Dec. 1935. 

* Objectives of the North American wildlife conference. 
forestry 34 (4): 376-379. April 1936. 

Jour. I 

* A new policy for flood control. 
43 (3): 106-108, 146-147. 
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(Silcox, F. JA.. ) 

*Private forestry cooperation. Forestry news digest, P• ?. 
Sept. 1936. 

*Possibilit ies of shel terbelt planting in the Plains 
region. The problem. U. S. Forest service, Lake 
States forest exp. station. p. 1-2. 

*Present and future problems of the U. s. Forest service. ti!' 
Colorado forester, 1936. pp. 10-13. 

* Reforestation in land use planning . 
15-18. Feb. 1935. 

World today 2 ( 3): v / 

* The resources and opportunities of the forests of Montana. 
Mont. Dept. of agriculture and publicity, 1914 . 

* Ships and the labor problem. Yale forest school news 
6 (2): 24. April 1, 1918. 

Silcox and Moore talk plainly about forest conservation 
and future policy of the U. s. ( 29th annual meeting of 
the Southern Pine Association ) South. lumber jour. 
39 (4): 24-25, 49-50. April 1935. 

Silcox, chief forester, cites forest lands as employment 
r eservoir. South. lumber jour. 39 (1): 23. Jan. 
1935. 

, the chief forester voices his creed. Nature 
---magazine 26 ( 1): 51. July 1935. 

-~--- clarifies position on forest acquisition and credit 
before v-.estern group. American forests 42 (2): 80. 
Feb. 1936. 

outlines Government's plans for timber regulations. 
South. lumberman 120 (1889 ): 21-22. March 15, 1935. 

says planned land use can make the Forest Service the ---bureau that serves the people most. Forestry news 
digest, pp. 4-5. Jan. 1935. 
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(Silcox, F. A.) 

Silcox says U. S. land use policy means prosperity. 

---

Forestry news digest, p. 4. Jan. 1936. Also 
in American forests 42 (1): 35. Jan. 193~. 

sees more public ovmership. Forestry news 
digest, p. 3. Feb. 1934. 

tells western conference now is time for the 
lumber industry to take the leadership. Forestry 
news digest, p. 1-3. Feb. 19360 

urges camps be fixture in nation's life. Forestry v' 
news digest, p. 1, 8-9. Jan. 1934. 

urges CCC as permanent guard for u. S. forests; new v 
chief of forestry calls fire greatest hazard on 
150,000,000 acres of federal land . Wash . Sunday 
Star, pt. II, p. 3. Nov. 26, 1933. fP . N. Stone.) 

* Some problems of the forester. Mont. Univ. Forestry 
kaimin, v. 2: 85-8? . 1916 . 

* Some social aspects of ~orestry. Empire forester, N. Y. 
State collg. forestry, 11 (1): 15-17 . 1925. 

* Timber growing and logging practices in ponderosa pine in 
the northwest; introduction by Mr. Silcox. U. s. 
Dept. agriculture tech. bull. 511. 1936. 

* Wild life and national forests . Minn. conservationist 
30: 7, 14. Nov. 1935. 

Wildlife conference marks new era, says F. A. Silcox. ~/ 
N. Y. State forestry association news letter, 
p. 11-12. March 1936. 
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"(Silcox, F. !A.) 

* Wildlife management and the national forests. Transac
tions of the 21st American ea~e conference, 
p. 166-176. 1935. 

* Wilson signs important road bill. Northwestern 
motorist 1 (2): 16. July 1916 • 

. . . 

Frennnede forstmaend paa Besg. (Note on trip by 
Messrs. Silcox and Rachford to the Scandinavian 
countries). Dansk skovforenings tiddskrift, 
p. 386. Aug. 1936. 

In the Scandinavian countries (Messrs. Silcox and 
Rae hf ord) • Service bull. 20 ( 20) • Sept • 28, 
1936. 
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WASH. STAR 9/2'$/39 

j Silcox Ref uses Post -\ 
5 Of Undersecretary : 
t 

. Of Interior s ~d r ,, 
Chief of f.o~estry $1~3 
Service Decides 
Against Change 

~lb1, ~v~~J 
1i~. 
~e)~.~~~ 
hta ~ .. _ _,..'"' .... ,,,.._r.'1,,._-~ 

~~ Iiv1 • 'J S... ·~ ,.. - a-' -yt;-

. II D 7 - f3 a:x;.; (I 

, WASH. EOS; . 9 /23 /'9 F. A. Silcox, chief of the United 
States Forestry Service, has declined 
an ofj'er of the post of Undersecre
tary of the Interior, vacated recently 
when Harry Slattery was named ad- I 
ministrator for the Rural Electrifica-
tion Administration. I 

., Silcox Rejects ... 
Reports had bee1'l current for sev- j 

eral days that Secretary of the In
terior Ickes had sought the services 
of the Agriculture Department offi- I 
cial, and late yesterday Mr. Silcox I 
announced his rejection of the place. 1 

"While grateful for Secretary 1 

~" Ickes' expression of confidence in~ 
· · me," he said, "I feel that under th I 

l
~ ~ircumstances I should remain wher ; 

I am." He added that he did no . 
"care" to elaborate on the "circum
'stances." 

The Forestry Service has been a 

Ofler From Ickes 
As Under_sec.retary 1 

0,/1:,i_'Y; 
F. A. Silcox, chief of the United 

States Forestry Service, confirmed 
reports yesterday that he had re
jected an offer of the · post of Un
dersecretai:y of the· Interior. 

"While expressing gratitude for 
Secretary Ickes' expression of con
fidence in me, I feel," Silcox said. 
"tha1; under the circumstances I 
should remain where I ani." · -· · 

He said he did not "care" to elab
orate on the' "circumstances." 

• 

: bone of contention between the In- 1 

iterior and Agriculture Departments, l 
·with Secretary Ickes favoring trans- I 
fer of this unit to his department, I 
and Secretary Wallace opposing it. .r, 

It was thought at one time that r 
President Rooseyelt's reorganization I 
program would provide for' the shift 
but this feature was not included. '. ' 

Riley's Column in WASH. TIMES HERALD 
9/23/39 

I . 
I has a further angle. Silcox will . 
not work with Ickes. Support fo1· I· 
~etention of Forest Service in Agri- '. 

. culture among. farm organizations I 
has· grown noticeably lately. -

SQ.hool desks being moved'""i.nto ! 
F Street-l:l.J!ilding. Er,0bably jusj' 
another govenmre~bureau com-
ing in. ' 

. F . A. Silcox's refusal to becom- Car.ct~ Jeanette c. K ly, ~ng Harold Ickes' undersecretary I Patent Office, in Ireland. She$ J 

~ F,orest -Service Head' 
I - _, 
Upsets Ickes' Scheµie \ 

WASH. NEWS 9/22/3g 

- F. A. Silcox, chief of Agriculture's !-==== ===========;;:::----, 
Forest Service, has been offered the 
job of Interfor Under Secretary to suc
ceed Harry Slattery, but he has refused 
the offer, it was said today at In-
terior. - . . - c 

The offer was regarded as a clever 

move by Interior Secretary Ickes. If 
Mr. Silcox had taken the job there 
would have been little doubt that the 
Forest Service would have been trans
ferred from Agriculture to Interior. 

{ 1_· ~;;...}~~ _· __.. 
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Ferdinand Augustus Silcox: A Biographical Sketch 

by 

Dennis M. Roth 

On November 15, 1933, Ferdinand A. Silcox returned to the Forest 

Service after a 16-year absence to become its fifth Chief. His 

longtime friend, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Rexford G. 

Tugwell, persuaded the reluctant Silcox that he was the best man to 

take over after Robert Stuart's sudden death. Six years later the 

strain of directing the agency through one of its most frenetic 

periods contributed to his own death by heart attack. 

f 

Silcox was born in Columbus, ~A., in 1882 and grew up in Charleston, 

S.C. A 1903 honor's graduate in chemistry and sociology from the 

College of Charleston, his interest in forestry was piqued by an 

article in the Saturday Evening Post. Silcox received an M.F. from 

the Yale School of Forestry in 1905. He became a Forest Service 

ranger on the Leadville NatiOL1al Forest, and soon after Supervisor of 

the Holy Cross, and then the San Juan and Durango National Forests, 

all in Colorado. In December 1908 he was appointed Assistant District 

Forester for the Northern District (now Region) in Missoula, Mont. In 

the summer of 1910 he, like future Chiefs Greeley and Stuart, helped 

to battle the enormously destructive fires that raged throughout the 

northern Rockies. His success in organizing logistical support for 

the firefighters earned him a promotion to District Forester in 1911 

after Greeley's transfer to Washington. 
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In the spring of 1917 an event occurred which was to re-direct 
~ 

Silcox's career for the next 167years. His district urgently needed 

firefighters. The lumber industry was willing to provide them as long 

as there were no dealings with the International Workers of the Wor l d 

(IWW), which was organizing a strike of lumberjacks. Si lcox chose to 

deal directly with the strikers. He earned their respect and got his 

firefighters, thereby establishing his credentials as a labor 

negotiator. 

During World War I Silcox served briefly as a captain in the 2Qth 

(Forestry) Engineers. From 1918 to 1919 he worked for.the Department 

of Labor to settle a labor and construction problem in the Seattle 

shipyards, and then to help re-organize the U.S. Employment Service. 

After that he took a position with a printers' trade association. 

When he joined the Forest Service, many printing unions sent him 

letters deploring his departure because of the fairness he had shown 

in labor negotiations over the years. 

Silcox was an enthusiastic supporter of Franklin Roosevelt's New 

Deal. As Chief of the Forest Service, he oversaw many programs that 

attempted to ameliorate unemployment, reclaim denuded and eroded 

forest and range land, and control floods. During his tenure three 

million young men of the Civilian Conservation Corps worked under 

Forest Service direction in fighting fires, planting and thinning 

trees, and building roads, trails, and recreation facilities. In 1935 

the Forest Service took on the Prairie States Forestry Project, to 



, 

.. 

3 

provide employment and lessen w~nd erosion by planting shelterbelts of 

trees in the Dust Bowl. In 1938 it managed the big New England 

hurricane salvage job, with State help • 

During the Depression, the timber industry's substantial failure to 

reforest land and practice sound forest management again became topics 

of debate. Silcox proposed , increased public ownership, public 

cooperation with private owners, and public (State or Federal) 

regulation on private lands. More funds from Congress to purchase 

land permitted the Forest Service to enlarge the National Forests, 
·. 

especially in the cutover regions of the Lake States and South, while 

legislation such as the 1937 Norris-Doxey Farm Forestry Cooperative 

Act enlarged the scope of its aid to States and private owners. 

However, Silcox was unable to impose regulation on the timber industry. 

References: 

Henry Clepper, 11 Chiefs of the Forest Service, 11 Journal of Forestry 

59:11 (November 1961), pp. 800-801. 

Daniel Dildine, 11 Ferdinand Augustus Silcox, 11 (unpublished manuscript, 

Forest Service History Section, 1975), passim. 

Harold K. Steen, The U.S. Forest Service: A History (Seattle: 

University of Washington Press, 1976), pp. 196-245. 
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oATED 1 C 9 41n~9 

~.at Semce Lofft lta Chief 
Fredmclr: A.ugusw.s S· cb .. f cir t.he 

United S1ai.a fattst .. rvkc, wu a Chatlff• 
tonian how~Ye.t he was a naUve of C41um· 
bus.. GOL Ke 11udied at the <ot~t" of 
Charlrston and a.1 Y•l• unlvt'n.il·., entertn1 
lhe corn:t ~·Jtt m l~ ~ ff• Kt.-ed tn thf' 
World war a Ir'2jOI' tn •t-.c fll&'DMI' fJ"Jt 

~"~""""'-~"'ti> llt?lll .. t he engqt<d Pl'.!,?l.te usi.rlt emnJoy .. I 
ment. re-Unqu mg: thi1 n his ll1p0intm1:nt 
lJl 1933 •• thJet ot \be fON":llt ICNlte. 

Under \.tr Silmx lh• Cnte1t ~n'i~ hu 
been g.Utly upanded. H• ..-. o •mt 
pi;n:ooa) torce for conM>n-•tlOD rad hi ad· 
dres...-;es on that subject ,.._.~ fUed 11111\h 
.sound co1,.111~l. He emph.-mzcd that 1 h<"" 

IAmtric11n trca cr<ip should ba ba.rvc1l~d 
with d1&erlm.lnatioo tn a1 dcr 1o •it•ute 
against trttlC".&S arcas ""hrra itat !ON-•1• 
bad bttn. Wildlife conMr"ahon "''' nol hll 
llnmcdl•t• bW!in..._ but hit lnteest In and 
advocac,Y at 1nl'1.Ugent prolaclln_ tor tht 
creature~ or nelds, ~iM,d• hnd •r~amt }\'qi 
helpful to tha movement 1 I 

'fhe Jl'rQncls Wlarltin n~ttJQnQl Jorc I.,, II\ 
Charleston •nd .Betktley cou.ntlt:1 e.m lntn 
beif'r.-6 dunoa Mr. SUco.x't ll!no as chJ~t 
Having U...t In thll Lnwcoun1t71nd h•vina 
a petsont\ knowledg~ ot co~8lalcond.1tl0111 
h~ v.:a,s walc:h1ul ot the dtvtilOP\Cnt ot tho 
ted~-ral tt:tcrvallon 1n Ii W•mbw and h.1 
llmunjactnl areas. .J:llt U..1 lr. Silcox 

I played 011• fortst proJect 1bove&n01J\1r. t--
he- had I.ht rt"putation or t\rlvig to dtvot.e 
th@' nl1N' att.DUon to U\~m •l 

Another Charleston Ue tot l-t Silcox waa 
that Mn. Stlcox was a Char!eft,ruan.. Ho.,... i 
ever h.f' had not been rt'tJdW1t ke In rnanr 
:J<a"'- :lli Silc<>x wu ..,...lally~ 
Jn ttt .ml.. in •bicb !>. IDO•< u a 1"" y 
~ ~x-a·s forut aarvke t the 
~~bad 1'1r. Silcox II II ____ _, 
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CALLING NAMES 

I
F CHIEF FEDERAL FORESTER IfRED SILCOX 

is the communist which republican Congress
man Mason of Illinois by' indirect intimation sug
o·ested he was then a group of substantial Nebras
~ans will wonder what that makes them. Mr, Sil
cox was in Lincoln Tuesday night on a 2-day trip 
through !Nebraska' to _ inspect millions of trees 
planted in this state under shelter belt supervision 
and through other federal agencies and by indi
viduals. He spoke before fifty representative citi
zens. What those citizens heard was one of the 
most inspiring addresses upon national resources, 
particularly upon the relationship of trees and of 
timber to a · nation's welfare. It was the appeal 
of a man who believes that a nation's progress is 
determined largely by the foresight shown in 
conserving soil, water, ·and forests. 

* * 
ri'HOSE who heard him in a very frank discus
! sion got the surprise of their life when they 
found his 'name included in the list of eight Con
gressman Mason said were "acknowledged mem
bers" of the American League for Peace and De
mocracy, which he said had connections with the 
communist party. We donlt know anything at all 
about the American League for Peace and De
mocracy or about the communist party.XWe only 
know that Forester Silcox sees the future of 
America in sane and rational fashion as a de-' 
voted and reverential American should. We know 
that he is doing a great work which will pay fu- · 
ture .generations big dividends. ""<. 

* :jc 

~ • TE ICN.ow..J;l:iat he . eaiel'~d the forestry serv- ." 
VV ice when that thorough-going American, the 

late Col. Teddy Roosevelt, was president of the 
United States and that he worked along side: Gif
for d Pinchot, and that he has a brilliant record of 
achievement. We know that when it became nec
essary to battle for the preservation of govern
mental lands against the selfishness of individuals 
seeking to grab riches off ' for themselves, Forester 
Silcox, never side-stepped. a fight but as a cour
ageous and brave public official performed his 
duty to protect the public. 

* 

IT'S become a popular thing to call -names. The 
"red" hunt is on in earnest. The "red" baiting 

has begun. The country Cil.11 expect a lot of ridicu
lous "things to be said and to be done while the 
simon-pure patriots are out beating the brush en
deavoring to scare up a few victims. ~he profes
sional patriot is a great guy when he looks in the 
looking glass and sees his own image reflected. He 
makes the rules whereby one is an American or 
is un-American. He decides whether one is a pa
triotic citizen or a bolshevist. And ~ver so often 
we have to suffer while he hunts for men he 
claims are trying to undermine American founda
tions. 

* * n MONG. those who heard Fred Silcox here was 
H. a repi·esentative of the American Legion, an 
organization which has interested itself in foster
ing tree planting in Nebraska. Another was the 
deputy state superintendent, who has made a val
uable contribu tion to tree planting. A third rep
resented the state game and fish commission-a 
fourth the state highway department- the coun
ty engineer was there--and more than a score of \ 
others. They were harboring a dangerous man but 
to his credit let i~ be said that .he had them spell- 'I 

bound and hog-tied as he proJected an American 
prosperity resting upon the solid basis of the in - \ 

telligent use of land. '\ 

FRED SILCOX b~~iev:s i: more trees on th e 
prairies to break the force of wind which 

burns and destroys the crops. He believes that in 
. a country so marvelously rich in land the tim-
ber resources can be increased a hundred-fold 
and that as a result people will live in better 

, homes, constructed out of better material. He talks 
so much common-sense that those who heard him 
were deeply grateful for an evening during which 

, they gained more information concerning the for-
' est resources of this country than" they ever 
·had before. 
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You Should 
Know 

Forest Chief 
Urges Reform 

' Method. 

Silcox 
in 

·BY DELIA PYNCHON. 

M
AN must make his peace with 

nature. Forests, which oc
cupy one-third of our land 
surface, have been ' despoiled. - , 

For over a century the standing army 
of forest sentinels have bitten the dust 
in proud areas of our national heri
tage. 

F . A. Silcoi.:. 

"i:JJ:r.t"!I. ~ ,, <" ~~ 

mak~ f~r;~~ ~;n: i t' 
tribute pel:ma- i-...-. 
nence and sta-· ' "• I 
bility to com- .- (3-
m u n i t i e s and · -......_ 
people," says F•- , 
A. Silcox, forest -L , 
chief, Depart- . '-' -
ment of Agricul- · 
ture. , 

"We must·~ 
abandon the-_ M 
cut-out-and-get-
out" method of 
~he last century," 
he says. Perma
nence , and ' sta-· 

bility will come with an orderly cut;. 
ting of only as much timber as can , 
be replaced by current growth, he ex~ 
plains. . ·..i. , 

Nearly a million people live adja·- .. N 
cent to national forests. They are II) 
dependent either wnolly or partially . C\<l, 
for their livelihood upon the fuel, . \'II... 
wood, recreation, wild life, forage that ,, 
the forests supply. When the forestS 'CJ 
are gone, erosion:, floods, destitution · -
begin. Ghost towns dot the map. "We . ~ 

ust replace sawdust piles and,_: 
shacks with geraniums and bunga- , 
lows," Silcox says. · .c:-

Born in Columbus, Ga. . ·~ 
His forestry interest has·grciwn along 

with the Government's, which started t3' 
32 years ago. Born in Columbus, Ga.; • ~ 
Silcox grew up in Charleston, S. C., :- -..:C
graduating from the College of :.: V) 
Charleston in 1903 at 19, slated to be ey 
a chemist. Suddenly he heard of the . ~ 
opportunities in the new Government · .:::::;,, 
Forestry Service. In a split second the • 
pine woods won. He entered the Yale 
Forest &:hool, established by Gifford 
Pinchot, and graduated in 1905. He 
has been a junior forester, forest 
ranger, supervisor, i·egional forester; · 
The years have treated Silcox kindly. 
His ruddy, alert, keen face denies th(l -; 
evidence of his white hair. :.__/ 

The compl~te turn of fortune's ·1 
wheel started Silcox in forestry, led · 
him through labor upheavals, and re• 
turned him to forestry. During 1911 / 
great :fires raged in the West. The I. I 
W. W. went on strike. War feelingg c
ran high. Silcox's contract reading
"We pay transportation to the :fire. 
We pay wages on the :fire. We pay 
transportation from the :fire if you 

,y put it out" saved the day, and the 
·e forests. · 
s Reputation Made. 

His reputation as an ace-high labor 
arbitrator was made. The Labor De-

1 partment sent him to1 Seattle to settle 
a dramatic labo i .uation in the ship- · 
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Sil c <?X-S tuart Eemo r~;_S~:-.S:J:.:?.!.1._Ts;._ Yale 
A tablet in mem.ory of ·;:·8r5 :.1~ s.nd A. Silcox a nd Robert Y. Stuart, both graduates 
·of t he School and fOJ:T'131' Chiefs of the Forest Service, 'will ·be dedicated on 
November 21 at the Yal e :B''Jrest S chool. 

'rha tablet is 1 8 by 26 inches in size, with str0.ight top and sides but coming 
to a point at t he bott or,, , an exac t rep lica i n s:'.1apo of t l1e badge of th~ former 
Rob in Hood Soci.ety.. The heavy tablet has been hung or fa s tened to t he walls 
of the main hallway at the School. 

~1he Robin Hood Society for f oresters was founded at Yale in J,.905 and existed 
until 1 911 when it voluntarily withdrew· from t 'h0 School and disbanded, donating 
its funds to the Ya le School to be us ed towar·d the purc hase of land f or a 
School forest. It was probabl y the first secrGt soc i ety to bo founded in any 

· .American f or estry s chool. It had a . t otal of 93 mGmbors of whom 85 are.still 
living in varj_ou_s part s of this country , · Canada, and Cuba. Its almnni l"iave 
he l d a n d are holding h i gh and responsible for$stry positions iL t h e Federal and 
State Goverm:ients, as professors · and deans of f or estry schools, and with .private 
lumber companies. The tablet was presented by the living a lumni in honor of 
two of its most distinguished fellow foreste.rs. 

The Cammi ttee handling the tablet is made up of John LI . l'>Tel s on, Jr., Baltimore, 
Class of 1905, Ma j or John D. Guthrie, 'Wa shington, D. C., Class· of 1906, Chair
man, who will present th e tabl et and make the dedicatory addr e.ss, Ovid M. 
Butler, Washingtm;i., Class of 1907, and Julian E. Rothery, Washington, Class of 
1908. 

The t ablet is of heavy, specially-selected white oak, with hand-ca rved let t ering , 
as follows : 

Ii IN liIEMORI.AM 

Fer(i:i.and A. Silc ox, Clas s of 1905 
Chief Forester of the United States 

19 33 - 1939 

Robert Y. Stuart ·, Class of 1906 
Chief Forester of the United States 

1928 - 1933 

This Tablet Placed Here by Members 
of the Former Robin Hood Soc iety of 
the Ya le Scho_ol of Fores try 

1 94211 

(Over) 
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Dry-Kiln Survey ·1 . 
At the request of the WPB t~~ Foref t Se~~c~· is making a survey t o determine 
dry kiln capacity in the United Stf tes at sawmills, manufacturing plants, and 
industrial plants. The Survey is ' eing carried out by mail by the Forest Ex-
periment Stations. . · .. 

Golden .Anniversar of Federal Fores ry in . R-5 
The 50th anniversary of the date wh n President Harrison signed the proclamation 
creating the San Gabriel Timberland eserve, now the .Angeles National Forest, · 
wi ll be December 22. The celebratio~ wiil occur November 16 in order to avoid 
the Christmas rush and to co:mmemorat the· birth date of Abbot Kinney, an early 
day conservationist, businessman and author· who was instrumental in the creation 
of the Angeles. The Los Angeles Junil r Chamber of Commerce is making arrange
ments for the program. 

Wartimes have changed the original pl n for an outdoor ceremony attended by of
ficials from Washington at the old We t Fork Ranger Station to one to be held 
in Pershing Square,. Los Angeles, and o representation from the Chief' 's office. 
At that time the golden anniversary p aque of incense cedar embedded in a boulder 
will be unveiled and kept there with t~ e s .ign, "This plaque will be moved to 
the Angeles National Forest after vict ry has been won. 11 Regional Forester S.B. 
Show will be the principal speq.lcer. 

The Angeles extends a cordial invi tati Jn to Forest Officers and friends both in 
California and from other Regions. 

West Named Assistant Director of Office . of Agricultural War Relations 
Secretary Wickard has. appointed Mr. Dan \J . West, fonner president of a group of 
food stores in Oregon and Washington, to\\ the position of Assist ant Director of 
the Office of Agricultural War Relations · . · . · 

Mr. Hatcher Transfers to W .o. 
Mr. John B. Hatdher 1 Assistant Superviso cf the Lassen N;::i.t i onal Forest, who has 
been on detail to the post war planning 1i1 prk in the ~an Franc~seo Office.' is 
being transferred to the Washington Of fice to f ill the · position fonnerly held by 
Frank Lombard, now 1st Lieutenant in the :r!rarine Corps. Mr. Hatcller will assist 
Mr. Godwin of Fire Control in war ac-tivit.i\es con'!iacts and in the program of the 
Forest Fire Fighters Service created by OCD. He is expected to arrive in 
Washington between the 15th and 20th of thks month. 

. . t 
Department Committee on Environmenta l Sanitary Engineerin& 
The membership of the Department Committee \on Environmental Sanitary Engineering, 
established byMemorand1un N'o. 883 of January 6, 1941, is now as follows: 

\ 
George R. Phillips, Chairman 0.ffice of ~nd Use Coordination 
Roy L. Roberts Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
Lenore Sater ~ricultural~esoarch Administration 
T. A. H. Miller Agricultural Research Administration 

J. w .. SiJmnons, Alternate 
S. P. Lyle ~xtension Serv~ce 
c. A. Betts Forest Service \ 
Ivan F. Shull Farm Security A;iministration 
M. c. Merrill Office of Informatiun 
Charles M. Fergusson Office of Personnel 
c. G. Kilbourne . Rural Electrification Administration 

{Secretary's Memorandum No. 883, Suppl 2. Nov. 6) 
-2-
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A Tribute. The Bend Bulletin paid tribute to our late 
Chief wtthth;following editorial appearii'lg on December 21; 

11 Less than tvrn years ago Bend was incensed over 
a statement by F. A. Silcox, head of the United States 
Forest Service,, in which the warning was given that 
unless the future of the timber supply were safeguarded~ 
Bend's days were numbered. 

Yesterday r!ir. Silcox died and Bend mourned him 
sincerely. In the brief time which had elapsed since 
his once highly criticized statement,, it had been 
recognized that there was merit in the warning and the.t 
a genuine concern had caused it to be given• There we.s 
need that methods be keyed more on the principle of 
sustained yield. 

There he.s been progress made along these lines 
in the relatively short period that Chamber of Comrnerce, 
pine manufe.cturing companies and Forest Service have 
been ·working on the p:i·oblem vrhich concerns them all so 
vi tally. As the v;or};: went on, it became apparent that 
Mr. Silcox, far from being merely a destructive critic, 
as had once been thov.ght, was an interested ally,, a 
friend whose cooperation came to be highly valued. 

Of him it r:1ay be said that he avmkened Bend to 
its need and then helped Bend to meet the need. 11 

R • . W. Crawford 

LTuIOUN'l' BAKER I -----.... -~-

-

11 0ne Lick" Licks Trail Problem. The writer had some experience 
last summer with the o-n:0-Trc-ICfire-fi'ghting method in emergency 
trail construction, li·ihich may be of intore.st to others,, particularly 
in reaching fires through brush areas. 

Lightning struck and started a fire on Triad Creek, which 
heads on tho Wonatchoo-1'fount Baker border, high in tho rugged 
Cascades. The point of origin was vri thin an old burn, · well stocked 
with cedar, hemlock and fir reproduction, with a sprinkling of 
Sorbis,, Salix, and J\lnus. Men carrying packs of from 40 to 50 
pou..'1ds requ:i.red four to eight hours to cover a distance of only 
2.JJ miles. This ·r e sulted in latri initio.l attack,, and the fire quite 
naturally spread. 



Reinforcements were calle d for, at which time it wn.s decided 
to spend o. little time on tho construction of an emergency tra il 
through this brush patch rather than to continue wasting so much 
time and effort in individual buok brushing to get crews on the fire. 
Tools were o.ssignod on tho 11 one lick''. bo.sis o.nd about five minutes 
devoted to explano.tion, following which close supe rvision was g iven 
n.s the actual work got U.'1dor vray. Results"wore highly so.tisfactory, 
the distance of 2'?3· miles being ctwerod in 3 hours and 15 minutes as 
compared to four to eight hours by the initial crewe 

In the pas·(; vre have usually been in too much of a hurry to 
waste time building o. trail, but, judging from results obtained in 
this particular case,, we are defini~ccly convinced that a crew· of men 
cc-m be moved more rapidly through brush areas by constructing a trail 
as they go. 

Hugh A. Ritter. 

!'~~ld~ Cl~0-~--~<? .. ~~ ,,f.?.£. . the '!'.:.utyre •. With expressions of 11 I can 
easily see the value of this .ty-pe of >"rork11 and 11 what won't these 
Forest Se rvice men think of noxtn, locc.l residents viewed a group of 
boys from the Glacier CCC Cmniry invading tho llTa tionaJ. Forest 11 anned11 

with long-polo prurdng saws to r emove the lowe r bro.nches of selected 
trees in a Dougl0.s fir second-grov;rth area nen.r Thompson Crook. 

Approxime.tely 100 dominant treesper aero (20' x 20 1 spacing) 
are selected for treatment consist:i,.ng of romoving all bran.ch stubs 
to a height of 18 feet. Work of this type will no doubt be of great 
aid to the veneer industry in the future by furnishi:1g clear logs of 
sufficient size for use a s 11 poelc rs 11 in a much shorter rotation than 
would normally be required. ri-ith present methods of p runing th0 18 
foot height is used beco.uso it is about the maximum the.t can be 
efficiently done with tho long-polo saw method without resorting to a 
ladder, found rather difficult in the rough and brushy Douglas fir type. 
Also this height wilJ. produce t-No cl ear 8 foot 11 pooler11 blocks with 
2 feet for stump and trimming allowance. 

Ted Kachin of tho Experiment Station s e lected the Thompson 
Crook area for stand improvement vvork on the Mount Bake r boco.uso of its 
age, healthy condition,, e.ccessibility, gentle topography, low fire 
hazard,, ond w'1liklihood of intorfcring with future recreation or other 
developments. There is approximately 1,,000 acres of 60-year old Douglas 
fir in this i :rnmodiato :vicinity that is suitable for pruning • . 

With only a month's work on this project Ei.s a basis.t tho following 
rough cost figures have beon obtainQd, including all concerned from 
sawfilor to truckd.river: Cost p or aero, ~7.08; Cost per tree,, $0.07; 
ru.nount,, 1 aero per rno11 per v..reok. Just considoring present market prices 
it can bo s oon thz,t tho prunin~; investmen-t will be returned many fold, 
let alone trying ·to estimate vrhat clear venee r logs will bring at their 
maturity over one hundred years from now. 

Car 1 Hildman 

... 10-
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. OUil. CHIEF IS GONE J 

( 
Word of the death, on De cembe r 20,, of our Chief,, struc~ 

a s ombro . chord in tho holiday s;y:mphony of the mon and women of 
11egion Six. His p ersono.lity ho.d imp ressed itself deeply on those 
who b1ew him, and his passing leave s a sense of loss, real and 
pe r s ona l, to the entire Serv ice . 

Feitl.nand Augustus Silcox wns born in Columbus, Georgia, 
December 25,, 1882, He received his B. S. degree in 1903, at the 
College of Charleston, s. c.,, ·with honors, in chemistry and sociology; 
and the Yale Unive rsi t-y School of Forestry gnmted ~im the de.gree of 
Ma:ster of Forestry in 1905. His brilliant career is summarized in tho 
Service Bulletin of December lt, 1933• Vfo Quote: 

11 The summer prior to his gn"duation from Yale Mr. Silcox worked 
a s a forest student in the Burenu of Forestry of the Department of 
.Agriculture , and was engc.ged in making a vrorking plo.n cove ring approximately 
60.,000 n.cres of forest in Wost Virginia for the U. ·S. Coal and Coke 
Compt:my. On July 1,, 1905 h e entere d tho U. S. Forest Service Cc'<S a rcnger, 
having po.ssod the Civil Se rvice examination, ond was assigned to duty 
on what was then knonn as tho Leadville Ne.ti onal Forest in Colorado. 
In September of that year ho wns placed in charge of tho Holy Cross 
N!ll,tional Forest in t hc.t State a s a cting supe rvisor and oarly in J anuary 
of tho next yo 2.r h EJ wc. s sent to the Sl'm Juan and Montozu.ma Nat i ono. l 
Forests in Colorado to set up adrninistra tiyo organizations. Aftor tho 
compl etion of this work ho s e rved o.s [•. Forest Inspector j_n Yfashington, 
D. C., handling s pecia l as sigrnnerrts to the wes t e rn states. ·when a 
d:i,striot office w~rn e stablished at :Misooula , Montan&, in °1908 he wo.s 
made associate district f'orostcfr . He wa s appointed district for e ste r 
for the Northern Rocky Mountain r eg i on on July 1,, 1911, holding that 
position until 1917. 

ti Shortly after the outbre ak of tho World War, Mr. Silcox was 
g iven military l eave o.nd entered tho 20th (Forest) Eng inee rs of tho 
]\J:,1e rican Expeditionary Force, with a captc..in 1 s commission. Afte r l e ss 
than Et year 1 s service in tli.is b r a nch, he vms s e l ected by the Secreta ry 
of Labor and the Shipping Board to l:.ead a bureau to handle labor 
problems at the shipyr.rds at Seattle , Wash. 

11 Follovvin[; th0 war, Mr. Silcox wont t o Chicag o as Director of 
Industria l Rc~lo.tions for t he dornmorcia l printing industry, remaining 
t here until 1922 when he b e er.me Dir ec tor of Industria l Re h. tions of 
tho New York Emp loying Printe rs 1 J\.r-:Jsociation. On No vembe r 15, 1933 
he loft the latter position to reente r the Forest Service as Chie f 
Forester, succee ding the late Robert Y. Stuart. 11 

· •f"-~_,1,ek? ~~_::::x:2e_: io:nce had g iven a broad conception of social respons ·-
fA!f..J.(d i b ili ty, which wa s 'Eh~- keynote of his , regime as Chief. It_ is a s a d 
IV cormnentary on the: fra ilty of htnna.n existence that he should. have pass0d 

on at tho zenith of his career, with the rich honors and broade r s e rvice 
which undoubtedly vrere ahoad . 

The entire Forest Service mourns the loss of a great l e0.der . We 
\ 

o:ff Region S:l.x join in extending deepest sympathy to his widow. ·.a:cd as 
Scott Lee.vi tt se.ys in the Region Nine Dai ly Conte.ct: "We close r o..riJcs 

d 11 
nn carry on. George E. Griffith, Edi tor, Six Tvrnnty Six. 
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A NEW YEAR OF PROMISE I 

The Joint Congressional Committee hearings in Portlartd 
were over. The We stern Conservation and Fore stry meeting had 
adjourned. News of the recurrence of our Chief's illness had 
come. These and other events served to lower m,y morale. Tired 
and wi th low spirits I vront to 9ur two Christm.as parties. They 
were the tonic I needed. 

Some of you folks from the field wore there. I wish you 
al l might have been present. Most of you I have met and so I 
know the high cho.racter and quality of our field personnel. 

The childrens' party in the o.fternoon ·with thos e many 
fine youngsters confident in the holiday spirit; the unexcelled 
character of ·the grovr.nups u,.t the evening party; my knovvledge of 
our fine personnel in tho field -- wi·th such folks there just 
isn't anything good that ce..n't be accomplished. 

And so it is with high spirits and confidence thnt I 
extend tt(•. you good wishes for the adventure ·which togethe r ·we 
shalJ. enjoy during the New Year. 

(Since writing the above we have r e ceived word of our 
Chief's death cmd I have had tho opportunity to think through 
the significance to the Fores t Service. The loss is tremendous,, 
yet the organization which he so capably l ead is great enough to 
surmount even that obstacle. I knovir that wo can g o forward in 
tho new year 1Ni th great confidence.) 

LYLE F. WATTS, 
Rogiona1 Forester. 



F . A. SILCOX . 

l 
November 15 • 1933, was asked by Assistant Secretary of' Agricul"" ) 

ture Rexford Tugwell , Decretw::'Y' 1allace , and the. l>x-esid.ent to take the 
poai ti on of Chiot' Forester ot the Untted States , .the position I no\11 till. 

,A;tiola publiaheq_: 

Cooperat1.o:n in the Com.arcial B~.nch of the Printinl!' Indus• 
try - Ao~demy ot Pol itical Soienoa Quarterly. 

Articlee on lndust~ial Relationc i n various Printing Trade 
1ou:rnals (arbi tra.tion , oontl'act en:t'orcement) . 

Fire prevention and. control on the ! ational Forests - · u. s. 
Dept . Agr. Yearbook 1910. :Published also a.a a sepa:re.te . 

Appraisal ot national toreat timber - Vi s . Ve.11 y t.um. Oct . 3 , 1913 
The 'l'im.be·rmen, Oct . 1915,,.. 

The forest fire problem in District l - Univ. of c lif. J"our. 
of Agriculture 'Nove~~or 1916. 

Forestrr and Labor - J'oUl'na.l of Fore~l'~ry, April 1920 .. 
-
Hov1 the fires we~e tought - American Forestry, Nove~her . 1910 . 

kinimizing railroad firea by use or epark arresters and oil as 
fuel - The Timberman, December 1911. 

The :rasoul'ees and opportunitiea of the. :rorosts ot ontana -
Missoula , Mont .• Dept.- of Agricult\1.re and publicity from Its 
Resource and Opportunities ot Montana , 1914 ed. 

Ships and the labor problem - !ale forest school news, April l , 1Sl8. 

Some social aspects of forestry - n. Y .. State College oi: For strr • 
~~oreat:cy Clu.b i re l~o:rsster; 1925, v .. ll , no. 1 

- 2-
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No. 39- 241 
DAILY :BULLETIN 

U.S. Forest Servi c e 
Southwestern ReE;ion 

FERDIN.A.HD A. SILCOX 

Decernl:Jer 20 , 1939 . 

The bitter news of the death today 

of our ·beloved Chi ef F. A. Silcox has just 

come from Washington. iNhile details a.re 

l acki ng, his passing evid.ontl;yc came after 

only a few days illness and as tb.e result 

of a heart attack. Words cannot ·begin to 

tell how g reatly t h e Forest Service wi ll 

miss his inspi rational leadership or how 

deeply i ts personnel will miss h i m as a 

sympathetic and understandi ng frieDd., 

Our deepest sympathy goes to Mrs. Silcox 

at Alexandria , Vi rgini a. 

·If . Frc;r,/"R C.. W. IP'e;.ofe-1-- lf.~r1rnt.?. I FCi--v;iB;- 1 
So~1:A61e~i 

~ .. 



N 0 T I C E 

Funeral services for Mr. Silcox will be held 
f 

Friday afternoon in Al.exnndrin. Because of the very 
{' 

limited size of the chapel, the services will be 

private. Friend9 may pay their respects at Vfheo.tley's 

Chapel, 809 King Street, JJ.exandria, from Thursday 

morning u.~til Friday noon. 



No. 192 
FOREST SERVICE 

Washington Office Information Digest, December 20, 19~~ 

( CO:f:\J""FIDENTIAL) 

OUR CHIEF DIES 

MR . SILCOX P.i-iSSED AWAY .NJ: HIS EOf.::[E THIS MORI\fll~G 

Nr 10: 30. IIB WllS T.AKEI>T ILL U:uS'r i/JEDNESDAY NIGI-l'i' WITH A 

HEART ATTACK. ALTHOUGH THE DOCTORS G.\VE HIM ONLY A 

FIFTY..:.FIFTY CEANCE OF PULLING THROUGH, HE APPEA..RED TO 

BE HOLDING HIS ovm l:JP TO TEE LAST MOJ\iIBN'r AND IT WAS 

HOPED TR4T HE wm_,1LD RECOVER. 



F. A. Silcox is· Named For 
Selection of Ferdinand Augustus Sil

cox as Chief Forester of the United 
States Forest Service is announced by 
Secretary of Agriculture Wallace with 
the approval of President Roosevelt. 
Silcox succeeds Maj. R. Y. Stuart. 
He will take office on Nov. 15. 

The new Chief Forester had much to 
do with the administration of the Na
tional Forests in the early days of the 
Forest Service and was an inspector for 
the old Bureau of Forestry which pre
ceded the present organization. In later 
years he handled labor problems in 
shipyards and industria l relation prob
lems for the printing industry. He 
comes to the Forest Service now from 
his position of Director of Industrial 
Relations for the New York Employing 
Printer s Association. 

Silcox was born at Columbus, Ga., 
Dec. 25, 1882. He is a graduate of the 
Coll ege of Charleston, Charleston, S. C., 
where he received the degree of B. S. 
in 1903. In 1905 he finished at the Yale 
School of Forestry, with the degree of 
M. F. 

Prior to his graduation he assisted in 
forestry research work in the Bureau 
of Forestry. Immediately following his 
graduation he entered the Forest Ser
vice as a ranger in Colorado where he 
was assigned to duty in the Leadvi lle 
National Forest. Shortly thereafter he 
was placed in charge of the Holy Cross 
National Forest and soon was sent to 
the San Juan and Montezuma National 
Forests in Colorado to set up adminis
trative organizations. 

He was transferred to Montana as 
forest inspector and when a district 
office was set up at Missoula in 1908 he 
was made associate district forester. 
He was appointed di strict forester for 

.I

I the Northern Rocky Mountain region 
in 1911, remaining there until 1917. 

At the outbreak of th e World W ar he 
entered the Forest Engineers' Branch of 
the American Expeditionary Forces as 
captain and was lat er promoted to the 
rank of major. After less than a year's 
service in this· branch, he was selected 
by the Secretary of Labor and the Ship
ping Board to head a bureau to handle 
all labor problems at the shipyards at 
Seattle, Wash. Next he went to Chi
cago as Director of Industr ial Relat ions 
for the commercial printing industry, 
remaining there until 1922 when he be-

FERDINAND AUGUSTUS SILCOX 

came Director of Industrial Relations 
of the New York Employing Printers' 
Association, the position he leaves to 
become Chief Forester. 

Silcox is a member of the National 
Fores t Policy Commission and the So
ciety of American Forester s. 

Sees Permanent Training in C. C. C. 

Following the announcement of the 
~ ppointment of Silcox, the Associated 
Press carried the . .f_Q.llo_wjng frnm. N ~w 
York City: 

ln the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Ferdinand A. Silcox, newly appointed 
chief of the United States Forest Ser
vice, sees not only a temporary em
ployment aid but the development of a 
permanent system of training for many 
yuung men. 

"The plan has potentialities of be
coming a real part of human conserva-
ti on," Silcox said. · 

"There is the possibility of its bring-
(Continued on Page Eight) 
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Continued from Page One 
ing about a new type of work that is 
non-competitive-in the commercial sense 
of the word-and these effects might 
last a life time. 

"It can give these men health and an 
appreciation of their country's resources 
while, at the same time, accomplishing 
a lot of projects that for the future of 
America mean permanent things-not 
just ephemeral." 

Silcox, a gaunt, gray-haired veteran 
' of the woods, said the Army officers in 

charge of the camps had achieved ad
; mirable results in their handling of the 

men in the corps. 
"A lot of the kids were going wild 

and I feel this is saving them from 
physical, moral and mental disintegra
tion," he said. 

I·__ "Vv e dreamed years ago of the things 
_ we could do with these vast areas if 

we had the proper help and enough of 
it," he said, his conversation reverting 

- to Western mountains. "Now we see 
·- they are things which can be done. The 
if timberlands must be integrated with ag
" riculture. 'vVe need a vast program of 
1e sylviculture to preserve the health of 
r our standing trees." 
1

f fWhil e in California during the World 
ar Silcox became a friend of Rexford 
Tugwell, now Ass istant Secretary of 

A. 0 -r ic'.ultur'e---'--' . 
.. _ 



THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY 
THE LAR GEST BIOGRAPHICAL A UTH OR ITY OF THE UNITE.O STATES 

70 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

JAMES T. WHITE a Co. 

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 

Mrs. F. A. Silcox 
310 South lee Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Dear Madam: 

January 6, 1940 

A biography of your husband, F. A. Silcox, 
is wanted for a forthcoming volume of this Cyclopedia. 
As it has always been our policy t o obtain data from 
original sources, will you please send us inforrration 
on the enclosed questionnaire to assist us in the 
preparation of the biography. 

The National Cyclopedia of American Biography 
is a continuous publication begun fifty years ago. To
day it is in constant use in the libraries, educational 
institutions, historical societies and newspaper offices, 
both here and abroad, as the most authoritative American 
biographical work. Librarians value particularly its 
comprehensiveness and unusual accuracy. 

Your early compliance with this request will 
be very much apprecia·tea.. 

Very truly yours, 

JD: F 

PUBLISHERS 

(Founded in I 87.J) 



THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY 

A Statement 

THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY is now 
approaching its fiftieth anniversary. Its broad scope, completeness 
and original features have developed the work into a continuous publi
cation that has become a permanent institution in American literature. 
The volumes, as published, have been sold to public libraries, educa
tional institutions, historical societies and newspaper offices throughout 
the world and the larger libraries have purchased second and third sets. 
The Library of Congress recently ordered its seventh set. 

The success and standing of this Cyclopedia have resulted in various 
attempts to publish similar works, usually under the name of some 
fictitious historical society or press association, rather than under a 
personal name. Such volumes rarely reach a library and, then, only 

by gift. 

The reputation of THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN 
BIOGRAPHY may readily be verified by consulting a librarian. The 
latest "Guide to Reference Books," the official vade mecum of the 
American Library Association, calls this Cyclopedia the "most com
prehensive American work ... " 

JAMES T. WHITE & CO. 

PUBLISHERS 

ESTABLISHED 1873 INCORPORATED 1902 
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CHIEF FORESTER FERDIN.Al~D A. SILCOX HAS 
hanJc~own a wage award in the dispute between the 
Realty Advisory Board and the building-service union in 
New York City which suggests that arbitrators in general 
and Walter Gordon Merritt in particular should spend 
more time in the woods. It virtually coincides with the 
demands-the union ought for in a desperate three weeks' 
siege which cost the workers thousands of dollars and 
ended in defeat on other important issues such as rein
statement of strikers an.d the closed shop. The Silcox 
award, which deals only with wages, is informed by a 
simple logic. In making it, says Mr. Silcox, the first con
sideration was a recognition of t e pring ple of the living 
wage as fun amental-m any sound approach to the p rob
lem of rea~onable minimum-V{age stand~ds. Six of the 
nine sche dules of minimum wages set in the award are, 
as Mr. Silcox points out, below the lowest budget standard1 

but like the union he apparently felt that they were as 
good as could be obtained or enforced at this time: As 
for the continuous plaint of the owners that their financial 
situation makes it impossible to pay decent wages, Mr. 
Silcox states in firm language that the industry's first obli
gation is to make the financial adjustments necessary to 
meet its l~r costs on a reasonal5fe basis. The next prob
lem is to-:.enforce tne Silcox awar . T lleStrike, after all, was 
essentially an attempt to enforce the modest terms of the 
earlier Curran award. We hope the Silcox ~ecision will at 
least strengthen the morak of the building-service union. 
Qnly by holding its lines firm can it hope to comp_el ~al
ter Gordon Merritt and his friends to observe even the 
lowest minimums of ·fair play. 

I 

t 

{ 



I 
~~~_..;;;.;..;;~.;..;;;;;;;,;;;;.;;;;;;;=.;;~;;;;..;.~. I 

F. A. SILCOX I 
"Who was accepted by botlt sides as I 
arbiter in tho J)ul!ding service work- ! 
ers' strike here. Mr. Silcox is chlef I 
of the Forll!!t Service of the United I 
Stat~s Department of Agricu lture. -, 

. I 



Homecoming for Chief Silcox: Arri virig · 
in Missoula on Thursday evening, Sep
tember 15, Chief Forester Silcox spent 
Friday and Saturday renewing old 

· friendships and ma.king new acq_uaint
ances around the regiona~ headq_uarters 
w~ere he spent his early years with the 
Service. 

On Friday noon the Chief lunchetl. 
with a small group of former civic and 
Service associates, and on Friday eve
ning members of the regional office and 
nearby forests turned out nearly 400 
strong to do him honor at a Remount 
picnic. 

Activities at the Chief's picnic 
started promptly at 5 p.m. when C. S. 
Crocker took over the loudspeaker with 
an oration of Region One's firefighting 
eq_uipment. Practical demonstrations of the 
power saw, trencher, torch, marine pumper, and the Cabinet's fire truck gave 
added interest. Following this, Peyton and Bell loaded a string of mules 
an:d an exhibition of loading the big new mule truck wound up the display. 

The firefightor's supper was served on long tables in the pasture 
back of the truck barn. On the menu was ham, sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, 
gelatine vegetable salad, string beans, apple pie, cookies and ice cream. 

With Regional Forester I\:elley acting as toastmaster, speakers of the 
evening included, in addition to the Chief, President Simmons of .the Univer
sity of Montana, State Forester Rutledge Parker, Dean Stone of the University 
School of Journalism, and E. W. Tinker, in charge of State and· Private Forestry. 

After the Chief's address the cr0wd was marched up on the hill over
looking the pasture and, as a seq_uel t? the afternoon performance, the Dj.vi
sions of Fire Control and Procurement & Supply staged a display of dropping 
firefighting eQuipme~t from the air. 

Mr. Silcox spoke at a staff luncheon Saturday noon and left with . 
Mr. Tinker for Washington o"n the afternoon train. 

---:::---

Pr i guards are on the J b only during the summer morr hs. Through 
their· ;personal c6\tacts many -~ninstruc d forest users are properly ··,nformed 

-3-
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United States Department of Agriculture 
Release - Immediate WA.::>""HIUGTON, D. C., December 20, 1939 

F. A. SILCOX, CHIEF' u.s·. FOREST SERVI CE 
DIES OF BEA.RT AT.TACK AFTER BRI:EIF ·ILLNF.SS 

F. A. Silcox, Chief of the Forest Service, U. s. Department of Agr.icultu.re, 

died at ten-thirty this morni~ following a heart attack. Mr. Silcox hail." been at 

his home, 310 South Lee Street, Alexandria, and under doctor's care since lo.st 

Wednesday. Up to. th.at time, he had been apparently i n good health since ho returned 

to his work following treatment for coronary thrombosis in 1938. 

He wo1i.ld have been 57 on Christmas Day. 

. "The death of Mr. Silcox is a blo,;., to tho whole .American movement for con
servo.ti on of · human n.nd nD.turn.1 resource3, n said Secret n.r y Wallace . 11 .As this nows 
ren.ches them, the legion of men and women "'t work on all the mnny fronts of this 
moveoent to save and use wisel y our abundruico of manpower and the physical resources 
feel a. sense of personal loss, and of los~ for t:J.e CD.USC of developing n better 
American civilization. Mr. Silcox• s wid.c-rn.nging intelligence , inspirn.tionru. leD.d
ership and g r oat energy were dovotod with complete selflessness to the public scrv
.ice in l'.. score of wn.ys nside from his e:drcr.iely cor.ipotcnt o.d.ministro.tion of the 
Forest Service. His work is commemorated in a gozer nment orgc.nization of highest 
efficiency c..'1d. cspri t de corps -- end in the grateful ror.icr:ibrn.'1.ce of great service 
'to IDE'..D.Y of the worthy civic enterprises tb.-:i.t Amcricnn citizens n.rc cc.rrying on 
today. 11 

Mr. Silcox been.mo Chief of the U. S. Forest Servi ce on November 15, 1933. 

following tho death of Robert Y. Stuart. He crunc to t he posit i on with o.n outstroid-

ing record of service in forestry nnd in industrial r elations , n.nd n.n intense and 

&cvotcd interest in f orest consorvo.tion, cspocio.lly in i ts r cln.t i on to humn.n wcl-

fo.rc. 

Mr. Silcox entered tho Forest S0rvicc in 1905 ~s n. forest assisto.nt . He rose 

through various· grades and in 1910 became Rcgi onnl For ester of the Nort~orn Rocky 

Mountn~n National For est Region, i~ chc.rge of all activities on some 26 million acres 

of no.tionn.l f orest loz1d ±n I~ontanD., North.co.stern Washington , ['..!ld lforthern · Ida.ho .. 

Shortly after tho outbrcD..k of the World War , ho was given nili ta...7 leave fror:i 

the Forest Service to accept a coaTJission as Major in tho 20th Engineers. Ho 

211~.Jto 
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helped to select foresters for officers of the regiment, and was in military 

servi.ce from August 1917 to A.pril 1918. Because of his experience and deaJ,t~a 

witll t, W, w, labor in the forests of lltrrtf1e-r i,,""Idaho and Montana, when }1e w11s 

reg~ona.l forester, he was asked by the Secretary of Labor and the Director ot the 

.U. s. Shipping Board to straighten out labor difficulties in the Seattle· shipyards. 

In April 1918 he ca.me east to eoordinate FederaJ. e:rroloyment offices with the 

States, reorganized the New York office and State and Federal cooperation employ

ment offices throughout Massachusetts. A year later he accepted the position of 

director of industrial r elations of the Commercial Branch of the Printing Industry 

ot the United States and Canada. 

For 11 yea.rs previous to his becoming Chief of the Forest Service• he was 

director of industrial relations for the New York Employing Printers Associ~tion, 

New York City, ruid handled cll w~e negotiations with eight printing TrM.es Unions; 

established, onc;i built up three schools for o.:pprentice trffi.ning with 800 appren

tices att<mdiogt and served ':ls treasurer for the sooools which. were jointly directeq. 

and finn.nccd by the .employed, the Unions, and the Bo~rd of Educntion of the Ci~Y of 

New York. 

In 1936, Silcox served as arbitrator in the fo.mous New York City elevator 

strike, having been selected with tho endorsement of both the omployorst boa.rd Dlld 

the building employees! union. 

Silcox was born in Columbus, Ga., December 25, 1882 nnd was a grn.dU<:'..tc of 

the Co.llcgc of Charleston, s. c. where ho received his Bnchelor of Science degree 

in 1903 with . honor~ in chemistry and sociology. In 1905 he w~s grM.uatcd from the 

School of Forestry, Yale University, with tho dogree of Master of Forestry. 

His cn.roer in forestry begc.n the summer prior to his grnduation from Yclo, 

when he \~orked ns n forest student in whn.t was then the Bureau of Forestry of the 

i115.)+o..:e 
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U. s. DopDXtment _of .Agriculture, and was engaged in making a wor~ing plan covering 

app'roximately 60,000 acres of forest in West :Virginia for the U. S. Coal and Coke 

Company. When hP- entered the Forest scrr..,.i.-.;u in July, 1905, after passing the civil 

service exruninntion, he was assigned to duty on what was then lmown a s the Leadville 

Nationol Forest in Colorado. In September ho was placed in charge of the· Holy Cross 

Nationn.J.. Forest in Colorado ~s acting supervisor and in Jnnu!1ry of the next year he 

was sent to the San Junn .::ind Montezuma National Forests to establish administrative 

organizations. F~llowing completion of his work there, ho served as forest inspec-

tor in Washington, D. C., handling speci~ assignments to . t ho western St11tcs. Whcm 

a. regionnl office was set up at Missoula, Montana in 1908, he wo.s mi'.dc n.ssocin.tc 

reg~onal forester and became regionul forester for the Northern Rocky Mountain 

Region on July l, 1910, where he remained until he entered the World War in 1917• 

He become Chief of the Forest Service at a time when the Service was launch-

ing a ~astly cxpnn~cd progrrun of conservation work, including development and 

r l ·supervision of work projcc~s for hundreds of CCC crunps a.."1.d thousands of relief work-
·~ 

ers. Under his leadership, the Forest Service· was reorganized in 1935 9 in line 

with the cxparided progrrun. 

His n.nnual reports, outlining·thc future needs 1:'.Ild progr['lilS of f orestry in 

the United Stutes, have attro.cted wide attention, a lo.rge portion of his 1939 report 

now in process of publication being given t o D. discussion of t ho priv<'..tely m·med 

forests and problems fo.cing private owners as the major factors in the Nn.tionts 

forest situ..~tion. 

Ho is the nuthor of n. great number of articles dealing with f orestry D!ld 
. . . 

industrial and labor relations of the printing industry, in trade 0-~d scientific 

journals and in popular publications. 

---R:B 1115~0-:.3 
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Ferdinand Augustus Silcox was born in Columbus, Go.., December 

25 1 1882. He ts a graduete or the College of Charleston, s. c. 1 whera 

he received the degree ot B. So. in 1903• With honors in chemistry end 

sociology. In 1905 he was graduated from the School of Forestry, Yale 

University, with the degree of M. F. 

The summer prior to bis graduation from the Yale School ot 
Qj)}) 

Forestry, Mr. Silcox wor ked as a forest student/\ in the Bureau of 

Forestry of t he. Department ot Agriculture, end vsas engaged in nnking 

e. working plan covering approximately 60,000 acres of tor~st in \:est 

Virginia for the u. s. Coal and Coke Company. On July l, 1905, ha 

entered the United States Forest Service as a ranger having passed the 

Civil ~ervi ce Exa:r.ilne.tions, and we.s assigned to duty on whs.t wa s then 

knotm as the Leadville National Forest in Colorado. In September of 

t hat year he w~s placed in charge of the Holy Cross Nat ional Forest in 

that St a te as acting supervisor and early in .Te.nuary of the next year 

he was sent to the San Ju.an and .Montezuma National Forests in Colorado 

to sat up adminis t rative orsanizationa. Attar the completion of t his work 

he aarved as a Forest Inspector in i:'ashingt on, D. C. • handlin_~ spocial 

as~ig:ruoonts to the western Stetee. \':hen a di ~trict o~fice was net up e.t 

Mis:-:oula, Montana, in 1908 he w::is made associate dietrict forester. He was 
.,,...,.J,,f.. / . (. ~ • ·".,~ 

appointed cd-BtTiot forester for the Northern Rocky Mountain r egion on 

July l, 1911, which position he held until 1917. 

Shortly· a:fter t he outbreak of ·the ::orl d h 1r, he w:1s given Mil1Uu.-y 

l eave and-entered .the 20th (Forest) Engineers of the. Ac.-wr1ca:ri' hpodi ticnary 

Force, with a captain's co:aiwisai on. ; .f t er l ess thm 11 yeur ' s s ervice in 

this branch, he was selected by tho Secretary of L..!\bo~ and the Shipping 
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Boe.rd to head a bureau to handle labor problema at the shipyards at 
.--· 

Seattle, llashington,. 

Following tho war Mr. Silcox went to Chic~go as Director of 

Industrial Relations for tho commeroiaJ. printing industry, remaining 

there until 1922 when hs became Director or Industrial Relations of 

the Now York Employing Printer•' Association. On November 15, 19~3, !:::=-=::::" 

he left the latter position to reenter the Forest Service as Chief 

Forester, succeeding the late Robert Y. Stuart. 

Mr~ Silcox was married in 1908 to Uies Marie Louise Thatcher 

ot Charleston, s.c. 

Ho is a member of tho Society of American Foresters. Phi Kappa 

Sigma, and haa served on numberous forestry and conservation committees • 

I 
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FOREST SERVICE 

FERDINAND AUGUSTUS SILCOX 

Ferdinand Augustus Silcox was born in Columbus, Ga., 

December 25, 1882. He is a graduate of the College of Charleston, 

s . C., where he received the degree of B.Sc. in 1903, with honors 

in chemistry and sociology~ In 1905 he was graduated from the 

School of Forestry, Yale University, with the degree of M.F, 

The summer prior to his graduation from the Yale School,of 

Forestry, Mr. Silcox worked as a forest student in the Bureau of 

Forestry of the Department of Agriculture, and was engaged in 

making a working plan covering approximately 60,000 acres of forest 

in West Virginia for the u. s. Coal and Coke Company. On July 1, 

.l905, he entered the United States Forest Service as a ranger having 

passied the Civil Service examinations, and was assigned to duty on 

wha 1t was then known as the Leadville National Forest in Colorado. 

In September of that year he was placed in char ge of the Holy Cross 

National Forest in that State as acting supervisor and early in 

January of the next year he was sent to the San Juan and MontezuriJa 

National Forests in Colorado to set up administrative organizationso 

After the completion of this work he served a s a Forest Inspec t or 

in Washington, D. c., handling special assignments to the western 

States . When a district office was set up at :Missoula, Hontana, 

in 1908 he was made associate district forester. He was appointed 

district forester for the Northern Rocky Mountain region on July 1 , 

1911, which position he held until 1917. 

Shortly after the outbreak of the World War, he was given 

military leave and entered the 20th (Forest) Engineers of the 
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- Board to head a bureau t& handle la.bot' probl~ a.t the .shipyards at 

Seattle. t ashi:ngton,.. 

F:ollowi::;g th ~ • S1lop; w~ to Chicago as. l)lr,o:etor ot 

l nduat.rial Relations :f'or ·the oommerolal printblt lndulJtcy • r<!t1aaitrl.ng 

the1• until 1922 wh.cm; he becAtle Director of !Dduatrl.-1 Relations of 

the: liew York Employing Frint.er:e1 Asaoeie.tlon. On No~6mber 16,. 1933• 

he left the la.tter position to reenter th& i't>rest Sor~ce a$ Chi f' 

For st r, .sueoeteding the lat& I~btU\'t Y. Stuart • 

.. !l"'• Sil.C'C'.« 'WO.& married in 1900 to l!tns ~r.i,e Ioulse '.t'hatcher 

·0£ Chn1"1eston, s .. c. 
& is · . memb r ot tho Sooi. ty of · . rieim For<.i-.Gten,. Phi K•ppa, 

Sign>.a • . a.ud h a fl-t:i?"VGd on nu;abe;rous. forestry and ~<>nse,rvu;ti.on eomrnitteeth 
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F'ORES~ SERV:!CE 

FERDI NAND AUGUSTUS SILCOX 

Fer&inand Augustus Silcox was born in Columbus, Ga. , 

December _25, 1882. He is a graduate of the College of Charleston, 

S. C., where he received the degree of B.Sd . in 1903., with honors 

in chemistry and sociology . In 1905 he was graduated from the 

School of Forestry , Yale University, with the degree of M.F. 

The surame1· pr"ior to his graduation from the Yale School of 

Fores try, Mr. Silcox worked as a forest student in the Bureau of 

Forestry of the Department of Agriculture , and was enge.ged in 

mak ing a working plan c overing approximately 60,000 acres of forest 

in 1ffest Virginia for the U. S. Coal and Coke Company . · On July 1 , 

1905, he entered the United States 1'..,ores t .Service a.s a, ranger having 

passed the Civil Servi ce examinations , and was assigned to duty on 

what was then known as the Leadville National Forest in Colorado . 

\ In September of. that year he was placed in charg~ of the Holy Cross 

)
Nat ional :orest in that St2.te as acting supervisor and early in 

January O.L the next year he was sent to the San Juan and lfontezwna 

National Forests in Colorado to set up administre.t ive organiza.tions. 

After the completion of this work he served as a Forest Inspector 

in ~ashington , D. C., handling special assignments to the western 

St<it es. Wh en a district office was set up at Missoula, Monit·amm,. 

in 1908 he was made associate district forester. He was appointed 

dis trict forester for the Northern Rocky l!Iountain region on July 1, 

1911, which position he held until 1917. 

Shortly after the outbreak of the ·rforld "'iar, he Gas g i ven 

military 'lea.ve ano)ntered the 20th ( Forest) Engineers of the 
. / 



American Expedi.t~o~af:..~~orce, . ·with a captain's commission. ( He 

I . -·-l - --, 
was later ~romot§.d :.to~. e rank of Maj or / After le'Ss than a yeart s 

. " ! . 
servi~~ i~~~~n~n~ __ e was selected by the Secretary of Labor 

I 
arid the-l:i~i:'ing-t~: 1° head a bureau to handle l abor problems 

a:t <tfied ti~PY.:af?cts. a ea:Ytle , Wash . 

_ -·~ ·._· _ ~llow_ingl~w~r. Silcox went to Chicago as Di' irector of 

Industrial Relations for the commercial printing industry, remain-

' ing there until 1922 when he becrune Director of Industrial.Relations 
\ 1 of the New York Employing Printersr Ass oc iation. On November 15, 
l 

! 1933, he left the latter position to reenter the Forest Service 
I j as Chief Forester , succeeding the late Robert Y. Stuart . 

Mr . Silcox was marr i ed in 1908 to Miss Marie Louise Thatcher 

of Charleston, s. · C. 

He is a member of the Society of American Foresters , Phi 

Kappa Stgma, and has served OJ:t the Natione,l Forest Policy Com-

missiono 
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WASHINGTON STAR 9/7/39 

Federation of 15 ·Democracies ' \ 
Proposed to End War 

Supergovernment Envisioned 
By U. S. Forest Service Chief 

A federation of the United States South Africa and New Zealand. 
with England and 13 other demo- "These nations have not warred 
cratic nations under a single "super- against one another for more than 
government" at the end of the 100 years. Together they control 
present European war was pro- more than half the world's re
posed yesterday by F. A. Silcox, sources," he asserted. 
chief of the United· States Forest ,Mr. Silcox said his belief in the 
Service, vice president of the Fed- necessity of a union of democracies 
eral Surplus Commodities Corp. and largely resJ.Ilted from a tour through 
meinbeY of the National Capital Park 14 European ·countries, during which 

· and Planning Commission. he talked with Herrmanri Wilhelm 
The superstate which Mr. Silcox Goering, Hitler's righ-hand man. 

· advocated would be a sovereign gov- "I had the fe.eling I was coming 
ernment, "not another League of out of a psychopathic hospital w)::len 
Nations." · It would have ·power to I left Germany," he said:- 1 
control trade among the constituent. He listed five alter.natives to his ~ 
nations, immigratio? and . currency. plan: Isol~tion, alliance~, the ] 
It could declare war on non-demo- '"Munich . appeasement · nath," a 
cratic countries. Men and women weak.Le.ague of Nations !l-nd balance 

, would . give.' up .nation:a.L citizenship of pwer tactics. · "All ·9f ·these have 
·to assume citizenship in it. been tried and they all lead to war," 

The supergovernment would oper- he said . 
. ate under . a constitution · based on "A union of democracies is no 
'the· .-American one, assuring ·p~rlia- more visionary. than ~he American 
·mentary procedure and a bill of union our founding fathers created," 
rights that would protect free speech Mr. Silcox asserted. · He · said his 
and press, he said. proposal closely followed one pre-

"Here we are again, watching hu- viously advanced bY Clat ence Streit, 
.manity throw all its en.ergie~ intp a for many years New .. York Times 
·maelstrom.- World 'wars will be re- correspondent at Geneva. 
_p_eated_ and repeated d_uring our li,fe- Attorney Take.s i:ssue. 
time ~f n? m~;rnat10~al gov~rn- . A denial of ·the· practic~lity of 
ment rn formed, Mr. Silcox.warned Mr. · Silcox?s. plan was immediately 
members of the ~ota~y Club, before made · before the Rotarians by 
whoi:n he revealed· hi~ . propq~al :;tt Howard S'. Leroy, an international 
·a Willard ,~ot.el 11:1~cheon. He said lawyer here wh'o served in the 
he spo~e ,,as a citizen and not as State Department frorh 1918 to 
;an official. 1920. - · 

At Peace for 100 Years. "No leader could withstand the 
Besides America . and the United wrath of his pe'ople if he asked 

Kingdom, :he advocated unification a nation. to yield its sovereign 1 

bf France, Belgium, Holland, Swit- powers to a higher government," he 
zerland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, declared. "Let us be realistic. No 
Finland, Ireland, Australia, Canada, two naitions have the same national • 

interests, and no lasting solution 
- can be affected by wishful thinking · 

or uncertain experiments." · 
Among the Rotarians who listened 

with interest to the proposal W!)re I 
representatives from two foreign 1 

countries involved-Dr. Felix Ven
ing Meinesz of Amersfoort, Holland, 
and Charles Holmes of . Melbourne, 
Australia. 

"I am afraid that economic. dif
ficulties might knock out the plan," 
was the latter's comment . . "Woµld 
Australia and America be willing 
to take down the tariff wall that , 
separates them?" 
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Vol. LXXVI, No. 16 3 - · .January, 23, 1940. 

F. A. :Silcox The Journal of ~restry (January) iri an editoria;I. 
on the late F., A. Silcox, · says: . 11 The F.orest Service, 

at . the time he became its . chief, was · the syiearhead of the federal 
government's great conservation program. The Service was ·expanding 
its personnel, work projects for hundred.s of ·ci vilie.il Conservation 

· Corps camps were being developed and supervised,. and · thousands of 
relief workers were. bei~g given employment in the nation's· forests. 
Under his · leadership the Forest Service geared itself to the biggest 
job in its history, and did it wen. ·· Mr. · Si.lcox became a Senior 
member of the · Society of Americai1 ForestElrs in 1907. In 1937 he was 
elected to the · grade of Fellow, the highest distinhtion which may be 
conferred upon a forestez: by his r·rofessional colleagues. He had al
ways taken a keen interest in Society Md professional affr,irs' nnd 
parti·cipc;ted- actively· -in commi ttee-a.-s-s4-gRm-ents...-.-.... ---. ------
~ 11 His socio-economic theories of forest . conservation, his advo.cacy 

of public regulation · of tinber cutting, .his champ ioning of the rights ... 
of the 1have nots, 1 all brought violent opyionents as well as loyal 
adherents. Yet the warmth of his personality, the brilliance of his 
mind .in disy>utntion, and the serenity of hiti dispo sition were such 
that many might disagree with hio but none c ould dislike him. His 
contributions to the conservat ion moveDent were Dany. Especially 
significant was his success in focusing :rublic attention on the con..,. 
servation problens of private forest land ownershiyi. In brief, it 
nay be said that his whole professional career was devoted to the 
cause of integrating forestry with social progress and hUDan welfare. 11 



··ty 

i. 

~ .. .. . • -- x: -

-FOR 

United States Depart1neni of Agriculture <I . ' f I ' " /.7 .., /{,.· .... 11..!~1 .' u . 

Release - Immediate WASHINGTON, D. c •• Decemoer 20, 1939 

F. A. SILCOX, CHIEF , U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
DIES OF HEART ATTACK APTER :BRIEF ILLNESS 

F. A. Silcox, Chief of the Forest Service, U. s. Department of Agriculture, 

died at ten-tbirty this morni~ following a heart attack. Mr. Silcox had been at 

his home, 310 South Lee Str?et, Alexandria , and under doctor's care since l ast 

Wednesday, Up to that time , he had been appar ently i n good health since ho returned 

to his work following treatment for coronary thrombosis in 2938. 

He wonld have been 57 on Christmns Day. 

"The dee.th of Mr. Silcox is a blow to the whole .American movement for con
servation of .human and nn.tural resource::;," said Secretary WallD.cc. MAs this news 
reaches them, the legion of mon and wo:r::cn ut work on all tho many fronts of this 
movement to s ave and use wisciy our abundruico of mnn:powcr n.nd the physical r esources 
feel a sense of personal l oss , n.~d of los~ for tho cause of developing a better 
American civilizntion, lfr. Silcox ' s wido-rn.nging intelligence , inspirn.tionru lead
ership and gron.t energy were devoted with complete selflessness to the public serv
ice in a s core of w'1.ys ns idc from his extremely competent ndministr~ticn of the 
Forest Service. His work is commemorn.ted in a gover nment orgc..nizat ion of highest 
efficiency 0-'l'ld. esprit de corps -- end in the grateful r cmcmbrnnce of great service 
to mt:>.ny of the \·rorthy civic enterprises thc..t Amcricv.n citizens <:!.re cc.rrying on 
today. 11 

Mr. Silcox bccrunc Chief of the U. S. Forest Service on November 15, 1933t 

following the death of Robe rt Y. Stuart. He cc:>.mc to tho position with o.n out stand.-

ing record of service in f orcstry and in industrial r elations , nnd n.n intense and 

devoted interest in forest conservn.tion, especin.lly i n its r elation to huzan.n wcl-

fare. 

Mr. Silcox entered the Forest Service in 1905 as a f or est ass istc.nt . He r ose. 
- --

through various grades and in 1910 became Regional Forester of the Northern Rocky 

Mountain National Forest Region, in cl~~rgc of al l activities on some 26 million· acrm 

of national f or est lo.n.d in Mont o.na, Northan.stern Washington , and Nor t hern I da.ho. 

Shortly after the outbreak of the World War, he wns given nilitn.ry leave froo 

tho Fores t Service t o accept a corn:lission as Major in the 20th Engineers . Ho 

1115..J+o 
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helped to select foresters for officers of the regiment, and was in military 

service from August 1917 to April 1918 . Because of his experience and deal~neij 

with I, W, w, labor in the fofests of Northern Idaho and Montana, when ~e '.@.a 

regional forester, he was asked by the Secretary of Labor and the Director ot the 

U. s. Shipping Board to straighten out labor difficulties in the Seattle shipyards. 

In April 1918 he came east to eoordinate Federal emuloyment offices with the 

States, reorganized the New York office and Sta t e and Federal cooperation employ-

ment offices throughout Massachusetts. A year later he accepted the position of 

director of industrial relations of the Commercial ~ranch of the Printing Industry 

o! the United States and Car.ad.a. 

For 11 years previ ous to his becoming Chief of the Forest Servi ce, he was 

director of industrial relations for the New York Employing Printers !ssoci~tion, 

New York City, [l.Ild handled all wage negotiations with ei ght printing Trn.des Unions; 

established, nn~ built up three schools for apprentice trctlning with 800 appr en-

ticos o.ttendiogt a.ud . served as treasurer for tho s~ools which wer e jointly directed . . 

and fin~cod by the employed, t he Unions, and the 3o~rd of Education of t he City of 

New York. 

In 1936, Silcox served as arbitrator in tht? f £1Jllous Hew York City elevator 

strike, having been selected with t ho endorsement of bot h t he omployerst board Dnd. 

the building employccs 1 uni on. 

Silcox was born in Col umbus, Ga., December 25, 1882 nnd was a graduate of 

the College of Charleston, s. c. where ho received his Bnchclor of Science degree 

in 1903 with honor~ in chemistry and soo iology. In 1905 ho w0s graduated from th~ 

School of Forestry, YIJ.le University, wi th the degree of Master of For estry. 

His co.roer in f orestry begcn t he sum.mer prior to his grllduation from Ynlot 

when ho worked o.s a fo r est student · in who.t was then tho Bur enu o~ Fores try of the 

1115.Jto..{z 
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u. s. Dopnrtmcnt _of Agriculture, and was engaged in making a working plan covering 

approximately 60,000 acres of forest in West Virginia for the U. S. Coal and Coke 

Company. When he entered the Forest Service in July, 1905, after passing the civil 

service exruninntion, he was assigned to duty on what was then lrnown as tho Leadville 

Nationol Forest in Colorado. In September ho was placed in charge of the Holy Cross 

National Forest in Color~do as acting supervisor and i n Janunry of the next year he 

was sent to tho San Jurul o.nd Montezuma National Forests to establish administrative 

.organizations. F?llowing completion of his work there, ho served as forest inspec-

tor in Washington, D. C., handling speci~ assignments to _ tho western States. When 

a rcgionnl office was set up at Missoula, Montana in 1908, ho was m0do associate 

regional forester and became regional forester for the Northern Rocky Mountain 

Region on July 1, 1910, where he remained until he entered the World War in 1917. 

He became Chief of the Forest Service at a time when the Service was launch-
.. 

ing a vastly cxpnn4cd progr~m of cons ervation work, including devel opment and 

f ·supervision of work projcc~s for hundreds of CCC comps o..Yld thousands o~ relief work-
·~ 

ors . Under his leadership, tho Forest Service was reorganized i n 1935, in line 

with tho cxpru:i.ded progrnm. 

:? 
/ His Dnnual reports, outlining the future needs 1:1.nd progro.ms of forestry _ in 

the United Stn.tes, have attrnctcd wide at tention, a l nrgc por t ion of his 1939 rope 

now in process of publication being given to a discussion of tho priv['..tely ovmed 

forests and problems facing private 0\-mcrs as the major factors in the Nationls 

f orest situation. 

He is tho uuthor of a groat number of articles d?al i ng with forestry nnd 

industrial ruid labor relations of the printing industry, in trade nnd scientifi9 

journals and in populnr publications. 

. . 
---H:S 1115.J+o~3 
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Silcox Is Dead; 1939 Seen Peak, 

RIOTS Chief ofFederal For Consumer 
)cscrihed Forest Service Co-operatives · 
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Varied Career Inclucled 
Greatest Y car of Proµ-res s 

h Cited by Lea~ ue Aid; 
StrikeMediation andPost ' Sales nt $600,0CO,OOO 
With Employin~ Printers 1 

----

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (IP).
Ferdmand Augustus Silcox Chief of 
t~e Uni ted States Forestry Service, 
died today at his home in nearby 
Alexandria, Va., after a week's ill
ness. He was fif ty-six years old. 

The Amer\can consumer co-opera
tive movement can list 1939 as its 
greatest year of progress, according 
lo Wallace J, Campbell, assistant 
s~cretary of the Co-operative League 
o. the United States of America. By 
the end of the year, h e: said, ·more 
than 2.000,000 consumers were mem-

HeHaded Service Since 1933 bers of co-operatives doing a total 
Ferdinand Augustus Silcox sue- annual business estimated at $600 -

d d M 
. R b 000,000. ' 

cee e aJor o ert Y. Stuart as Among the accom'plishments of the 
head of the Department of Agri- h 1 
culture's Forestry Service in 1933 year, . e l _sted several important 

sleps, mcluo!ng the addition of new 
after a long and varied career productive facilities; expansion of 
which included strike mediation in co-operative ac tivities from farm to 
Seattle shipyards and Montana general household supplies · an in
forests shortly afte,r the World War, creasi:d support from labor ~nd farm 
and eleven years a.s d1r~c.tor of the · organizations, and, "a vicious hation
Ne~ york. ~mploymg Pn~t~rs As- wide attack on the co-operative 
sociation .. His forestry trammg had movement, giving evidence of the 1 

been gamed before the war as fact thr.t private profit busine~s J:; I 
United States regional .forester of now taJrJng the co-operative move- ' 
the northern Rocky Mountain ment seriously." 

cents. The 

regional forest area, which includes Co-op~rative distribution or gro
Montana. and parts of Washington ccnes _found its greatest growth in 
and Idaho. eastern c1t1es, when the Eastern Co-

When he took office in 1933 he operative Wholesale, serving 200 co
·cement of promised above all to attack the operatives fltom Maine to Maryland , 
ckets scat- problem of fire control in the na- su.rpassed the $1,000,000 mark for the 
•unty roads t ional forests . He put in to effect fi1st time, Mr. Campbell said. An un- 1 

the shelter belt plan of President L!sual . ~evelopment in _this field, he 
Roosevelt, which called for the for- 1 ep?rte.l, was the creation of a co-op 

ckets tried .estation of a wide strip of land in chai nof, grocery stores . in southern 
ds. the central part of the Uni ted States , Mmneso,a .and W1scon>111. 
re at : .stretching from North Dakota to ' Distnbuti9n of farm supplies, a 

Texas. The work of salvaging 2,600,- 1 field. 111 which co-ops are strongest, 
a group of : 000,000 board feet of timber after con t1.'1 ~1ed to grow. The Farm Credit 
ne from a the New England hurricane in 1938 i Admmis~·atl0!1 estimated co-op pur
liance, an ' also fell to Mr. Silcox's Service. By ~~ases a" £440,080,COO, or one-eighth . 
nts. "They ; October of this year an estimated /\I 

0
?111 ted States farm supply 

1

. 
me they · 600,000.000 board fee t had been saved pu cha, <s. . 

. 
1 from insects and rot while the fire Co-opcra ti re Insurance companies 
I. ' handhng fi ··e au l·om b'l d 1· · from him, I hazard in New England forests had insur : • . o 1 e an 1!e 

also been placed under cont™!. · ance snowed mcreases of from 
t of tov.n. In 1936 he was called in as media- J 18 to 27 per cent for the year. Co-
o home. tor in the wage struggle between oper?.t ive cre::l it unions continued to 

I 
grew throuo-hout ti · ck fence. the Building Service Employees and 2 2 ~ 0 000 " . 1~ year, reportmg 

1 

r of a their employers represented by the ' " ' membeis and assets well . • • over Sl 00.000 000 
an asso- Realty Advisory Board. An elevator . _. _ _ . • _ 
. n; Ray strike was ended by his decision to 1 

•• 

ssociated mediate and _he announced a 10 per • N .-.,\'{ YO.HK JOu;1NAL of 

Vall 
Fa 
'N 

d J Q cent pay raise for the employees. COMMERCE 12 21 3 n · · I~ 193~. _wh~n the em_ployers calle_d - __:_ 9 n; 

:~ ~:=~~ . h~s a~~::~n~eTtPU:~~~~~~arr 1-s-0--UT- HERN RATE CASE -~-= 
pe. He was boi.:n 111 Columbus, Ga., on "' 

d Christmas Day, 1882, the son of 

rn~~:;a~ ~~~~~:~;i:;l::e~~~~Lm~1:/e~f~~~ 1 TO BE PROBE·D TODAv. · ~i 
tributed College of Chraleston. S. c .. in 1903. ;. J; te 

ssociated but forsook a career in laboratories ~ th 
s from in order to study forestry at Yale. c 
r cotton where he received a Master of For- <Joint Sessions of Ea t • b 
ollection estry degree m 1905. s ern, a 

Handled Labor Relations I W~stern Groups Plan to 
lenied it 1 After twelve years as district for-
. to con- · ester in the United States service, fight I. C. C. Order 
hopping he was commissioned by the De- 1 
mancing partment of Labor and Shipping 

Board during the war to handle la - Disturbed 1:1y the decision handed 
bor relations in Seattle shipyards i down at teh end of last month by 
and northwestern spruce forests , 

li 1eg1s- and to mobilize labor. in co-opera- 1 the Interstate Commerce Commis-
ual but tion with the War Department, in : sion in the Southern rate case, rep
stressed New Jersey munitions and airplane i resentatives of the Middle Western 

sed the 
y , died 
ing bill 
inciples 
in the 
w it is 
of the 
be fol-

nt I 
Pres! - 1 

of Mr. 
orshlp, 
"either 
!berate 
been a 

construction factories. In Montana, States and railroads will join with 
where the I. W. W. element strik- · Eas tern States and carriers at a. 
ing for more pay threatened to burn meeting her.e tolfay for considera:
up the vast forest preserves, he ! tlon of a. program of action. 
brought about a compromise be- · . . . 
tween the private lumber interests\ hThef -~omt S'essh1 onMw11lh be ~el d at 
and the rebellious hired workers . t . e <> u~es of t e ere ants . Asso-

After the war he became directol' ) c1ation m the Woolworth Building, 
of industrial relations for the United and spoke)3men for the various groups 
Typothetae of America, leaving , indicated last night that they will 
that post l~ 1922 to join the New · consider urging the commission too 
York. Employing Printers Associa- review its decision on legal technl
t ion, where he' stayed until 1933, calities or appealing to the courts to 
and was credited with the organiza
tion of printers' apprenticeship override . the ru lnlg. 
schools in co-operation with the See Lost Business 
~ew York City Board of Educa- : Strong feeling ·was expressed that 
t1on. """' .. 

v fter his appointment by Secre- : If Northern business interests a!low 
tary of Agricul ture Henry A. Wal- j the I . C. C. order to rest without con
lace in 1933, Mr. Silcox, as forestry · tests, they stand to Jose considerabl" 
head, frequently warned the coun- .. business to Southern ·manufacturers. 
try on the need for reforestation The I. c. C. decision grantee\ a re
and the ~ragect,v of. America's fast- duction to Southern States in freight 
d1sappearmg wild hfe. In 1936 at a 1 · 
North American Wild-Life Confer- ates on products m Southern terrl-
ence in Washington he pointed to ones. The commission ordered a re
the . descriptions of animals by the ts Ion of the tariffs on a specified 
Lewis and Clark expedition and ob- !st of articles. holding that present 
seryed that a more stringent pro- ates were unduly prejudicial a.pd out 
tection of game must be enforced f line with rates on similar articles 
to prevent the country's once rich 
natural preserve from dwindling ta 
nothing. tempt toremove t he forestry serv-

Praised C, C.. C. Work ice to the Department of the In-
; ··. Although his misunderstandings te~ior . a mov~ment finally vetoed by 

c. A. with Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of Mt. Wallace m 1935. Last September 
" and the Interior, frequently made head- he confirmed a r~port . that he haa 

or Hill lines, Mr. Silcox publicly applauded I refused Mr. Ickes s invitation to be
ago to the work of the Civlian Conserva- 1 co~e Under Secretary of the In-
certain tlon Co.rps and advocated its con- terlO'.'· . . 

i tinuance. He fought Mr. Ickes's at- l M1. Silcox received honorary de
nd on L_ grees from the College of Charles-

armers 
sa!e

rs and 

minis- ;::=========-====='== ton and from Syracuse Universitv It re- He was a captain in the 20th 
tration ernor, came with -the A. A. A. to take Engineers, U. S. A., during · the 
under cha rge or its corn-hog program in World War, He was a member of A1·thu 

by law 1933 from work at the University of the Society of American Foresters . rector 
. :~ ; -~~e ~:~~:s~~~~ a,n"d- ~~,·-~- -~'~_'.:e - ~~d ~;~'.1:8 Phi Kaooa Siirma 11nrl th<> f'no .... ~~ ' , l"' ~ m 
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~silcox Sees More Public Owner~hip 
At the Agricultural Appropriations 

Committee hearings, F. A. Silcox, United 
States forester, brought out these points: 

"It is perfectly obvious that the splu
I tion of the forest problems must either
' "First, provide for a great enlarge
! ment of the area of public ownership. 

1

\ r"Second, devise some method which 
will bring about a radical change in the 
attitude and effort of private ownership, 
which has so far conspicuously failed 
in measuring up either to its obliga 
tions or its opportunities, or 

"Third, provide for a combination of 
- both. 

i·. 
"The main recommendation of the re

port on the Copeland resolution is for a 
large increase in the scale of public 
ownership, as offering the greatest as-
surance of meeting national require-
ments not only for timber products but 
for economic and social stability, which 
should accompany productive fore st 
land. 

"Figure 25 shows graphically the 
change which would be brought about 
in the ownership of both timber grow
ing or commercial and the watershed 
or noncommercial forest land. Public 
ownership would be increased by 223 
million acres. Slightly more than half 
instead of about one-fifth of the tim
ber growing 'or commercial land would 
be placed in public ownership and five
sixths of the noncommercial or water
shed instead of the present three-fifths 
would be placed in public ownership. 

years ago, and there was a town com
pletely built, with trolley lines, hotels, 
and bank buildings, and not a soul in 
the place. I went out through the back 
country and found fine stands of white 
pine timber on which that community 
could have existed as a social entity 
over an indefinite period of time, and 
here it was completely abandoned-a 
"ghost" town. 

"People have been loath, in a num
ber of our forest regions, to build up 
communities with any promise or assur
ance of stability; and that seems to me 
on"'. of our major problems from two 
standpoints. One is the need for social 
stability and continuity in those areas 
and the other is that we must also pro~ 
vide a 'cushion' in ' this country, in my 
opinion- and I have been in the indus
trial end of t~e work for some years, 
watchmg the impact of the machine in 
the technological displacement of men 
-we have got to find some place where 
those people are going to have homes 
with some degree of security; and as I 
see this future forest problem in the 
Unite.d States, the forests have got to 
contribute tremendously to that particu
lar phase of our national life. 

"I have seen the impact of the ma
chine where people have constantly been 
displaced with the larger volume of 
product being turned out, and I seri
ously wonder what we are going to do 
with them. I think our forest program 
has got to fit in with our whole agri 
cultural,. soil-erosion and land-utiliza
tion program, with the ultimate idea of 
establishing fairly permanent communi
ties. If we cannot do it with private 
ownership we have got to face the prob
lem of public ownership, if it becomes 
neces sary, rather than have migratory 
communities." 

"This shift in the ownership of tim
ber growing land would make it pos
sible for the public to take over almost . 
~xactly half of the timber growing job, ' 
as shown in diagram 26. ·· 

"Diagram 24 shows another aspect 
of this question. The inquiry in con
nection with the Copeland resolution 
showed that nearly all of the most criti 
cal watershed problems center in pri
vately owned forest or abandoned agri
cultural bands of major watershed in
fluence. The diagram indicates the ex
tent to which the public would protect 
its own interest by a shift in land 
wnership. 
"Diagram 16 will help to clarify the 

1eed for this. It shows that one-half 
>f the total area of forest land proper 
s now classified as having a major 
vatershed influence and nearly three
ourths as having a major or moderate 
nfluence. 

"Just there I am going to digress for 
minute. I do not w.ant to repeat past 

istory, and I will hit just three or four 
pots in the United States. You have 
e town of Charleston, with a large 

olume of naval exports going through, 
rhich is now reduced to a mere trickle. 
he forests behind that area have been 
!own over and burned over, and that 
irpentine industry moved farther south 
nd then still farther south. 
"I was up in Ausable, Mich., some 



A Permanent Forest Corps 
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram.-Ferdi

nand A. Silcox, chief . of the forest serv
ice of the United States Departm~n~ .of 
Agriculture, believes that the C1v1ltan 

I Conservation Corps ought to become a 
permanent institution. "It has served i 
crreat purpose, and it would. be a rea 
~ontribution if such an experience could 

1 be made a permanent part of the educa- 1 
tion of our youth," he says. But even 
stronger than his argument abou.t the 
benefits which the young workers m the 
woods receive is his argument about the 
value of the work which they do._ The 

1 conservation of our forests, public and 

J 

private is something likely to pay for 
itself f~lly in dollars and cents. 

The late' Calvin Coolidge was noted for 
, his belief in Governmental economy. But 

he believed in spending money on con
servation. Early in 1931 in one of his 
syndicated articles he said: "If the Gov
ernment ever needs to give work to the 
unemployed, an enlarged system of re
forestation would be a partial solution 
free from objection .. . . The nation and . ~ 
some of the states already have acquired 
much land for growing timber. Com
pared with what is needed, only a slight 
beginning has been made in reforestation . 
. . . Under the co-operation of federal 
and local governments a national policy 
of reforestation should be adopted with
out delay." 

\ 



~-- PROTEC
1
TING THE .FORESTS 

~.I A question that has· occurred to many l 

people in connection with the activitie3 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps, c,r 
"Re orestation Army," is why the. corps 
11as not launched immediately a tre~· 

planting program in exemplification cf 
its popular name. The question is an
swered by Robert Fechner, director of 
the emergency conservation work. 

Mr. Fechner explains that tlle corps, , 
now comprising about 300,000 men, is i. 
engaged upon the fundamental task cf. 
lessening the likelihood that serious for
est fires will occur and that insect pe.;;h; 1 

will continue to ravage existing timber . 
growth. At some camps· efforts ai;e also; 
being made to halt or lessen soil ero
sion. It is expected that later ~he plant- ; 
ing of large numbera of trees in cut- ~ 

OVf>r and burned .. over ,areas a~d on land18 

0 .. \ 
d 

j tllinn~d to promote the g~owtl~ ot. ~~~: 
l selected trees left standing, and where 
necessary infestations of insect pests arc 
being dealt with. 

These preliminary activities are not 
only desirable but necessary if ex.!sting 

'T ~imbe~ is to be protected . and new p!ant
mgs given an opportunity to thrive. In 

1 Rhode Island , for example, where the 
work being done in the t h ree conserva
tion corps closely follows the general 
program, the tendency has been for some 
year~ past for fires and pests to \vreak 

'havoc offsetting the gains made through 

r1 re!orestati~o~n~·=======~ 

\ 
' 



Many States Strengthen Forestr 
Forestry is advancing all along the line. 

Strengthening of fire protection, provision 
for forest work in unemployment relief, 
and opportunities for increased establish-

,. ~ent of public forests are reflected in 
~ ") recent forestry laws enacted by the 
~,arious states, according to a review of 
~state forestry legislation of the last fiscal 
.~.~~ear by the U. S. Forest Service. 
~~ Liberalizing laws authorizing federal 
o and acquisition for national-forest pur

poses were passed by North Dakota, 
_ . .,_- Texas, Alabama, Missouri, Wisconsin, 

"'and Tennessee. Legislation enacted in 
Connecticut, Florida, Montana, New 
Hampshire, Oregon, \i\Test Virginia, and 

J Tennessee during the year looks to exten-
~ '-sion of state forests. 
~innesota created 13 new state forests, 

~ and authorized acquisition of lands within 
_ '{~ them by gift, purchase, or condemnation. 

\ ~ ~Another law created a state forest fund 
~ 4 and provided for payment of one half of 

J 
~~he gross receipts from each forest to the 
~ co unty in which it is located. A newly 

\"' created land-use committee in Minnesota 
i """'! is to classify all public and private lands 

" -~ in the state, principally with respect to 

di
""'"" their adaptability to present known uses 

for agriculture or forestry. 
Various states amended fire laws. Ne

vada's 1931 law providing for federal and 
"" state cooperation in forest fire prevention 

},\

and suppress_ion was strengthened by cre
ating a special fund for protecting forest 
and watershed areas. ' 

In Oregon the forester now has au
thority to waive the slash-disposal re
quirement where burning the slash would 
create a further fire menace. A new 
Oregon law provides for a modified form 
of closure, corresponding clo'sely to the 
federal regulations dealing with entry 
into hazardous areas ; the forester or a 
warden may now require entrants to have 
a permit for camping outside desirrnated 
areas,. to refrain from smoking, ;'nd to 
carry certain tools. 

Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, 
and West Virginia, also added to their 
forest-fire legislation. 

Washington empowered the state board 
to use the forest-development fund to 
purchase land for growing timber. Previ

• --··-~usly this fund. co.uld be used only to pay 
m_terest a·nd prmcipal on bonds issued by 

I the board for the purchase of cut-over 
lands. The board was also authorized in 
order to carry on a reforestation prog~am · 
insuring a continuous timber supply, to 
block up areas located within counties 
where timber grows rapidly, and to pur
chase delinquent-tax lands from counties. 
Another Washington law set aside a block 
of land on which the timber must be 
handled on a sustained yield basis, the 
expenses of administration to be taKen 
out of the gross proceeds. 

Maine repealed the yield tax law 
originally enacted in 1921 and complete!~ 
revised and strengthened in 1929. Forest 
owners had made little use of the law 

until recently; but when changed economic 
conditions caused them to take advantage 
of its terms, the towns whose revenues 
were seriously affected insisted on its 
repeal. 

Amendmept to the New Mexico con
stitution authorizing the exchange-of ·state 
lands in the national forests for federal 
lands of equal value was submitted to 
the electors and carried at the general 
election in 1932. 

A Minnesota constitutional amendment 
authorizing the exchange of public lands 
of .the state "for lands of the United 
States and other privately owned lands 
as the legislature may provide" will be 
sub~itte~ to the electors at the general 
elect10n m 1934. An amendment similar 
except that it did not include "other pri
vately owned lands" was lost at the last 
general election, November 1932. 

Laws specifically directing that forest 
work be made to afford employment to 
a ~aximum number of unemployed or 
partially employed citizens of the states 
were enacted. 

Alabama authorized the State Forestry 
Commission to make regulations covering 
the forests within the respective counties 
in order to comply with the Reconstruc
tion Finance Corporation's requirements 
in lending money for the preservation and 
reforestation of the forests of the country. 

Florida provided for the formation of 
limit~ed dividend corporations which may 
obtam funds from the same corporation : 
for the protection and development of 
forests and other renewable natural r e
sources. 
Minneso~a , South Carolina, Tennessee, 

a1~d . W ashmgton enacted legislation _per
mittmg the borrowing of money for · the 
promotion · of reforestation and providing 
work for the unemployed. 

New Hampshire appropriated $100,000 
for the fiscal year 1933-34, and a like 
amount for the following year, to be ex
pended 'by the forestFy department- for 
11nprovement work on state and private 
lands as an unemployment-relief measure. 
A bond issue to cover the amount appro
priated was authorized. 
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Death of F. A. Silcox Widely 
Mourned; Was .Local 2 . Member 
A SEVERE loss to the Federal Gov-

ernment and to the National' Fed
eration of Federal Employees was the 
death on December 30 of Ferdinand A. 
Sikox, Chief of the United States Forest 
Service , Department of Agriculture. Mr. 
Silcox, who passed away at his home in 
Alexandria, Va., in his fifty-seventh 
year, had long been a member of Local 
Union No. 2, Washington, D. C. 

"The death of Mr. Silcox is a blow 
to the whole American movement for 

of human and· natural re-

sources," said Secretary Wallace. •"As 
this news reaches them, the legi~n of men 
and women at work on all the many 
fronts of this movement to .save and use 
wisely our abundance of manpower and 
the physical resources feel a sense of per
sonal loss, and of loss for the ca use of 
developing a better American civilization. 
Mr. Silcox's wide-ranging intelligence. 
inspirational leadership and great energy 
were devoted with complete selflessness to 
the public service in a score of ways aside 
from his extremely competent adminis
tration of the Forest Service. His work 
is commemorated in a government organi
zation of highest efficiency and esprit de 
corps- and in the grateful remembrance 
of great service to many of the worthy 
civic enterprises that American citizens 
are carrying on today." 

Mr. Silcox became Chief of the United 
States Forest Service on November 15, 
1933, following the death of Robert Y. 
Stuart. He came to the position with an 

outstanding record of service in forestry 
and in industrial relations, and an intense 
and devoted interest in forest conserva
tion, especially . in its relation to human 
welfare. . 

Mr. Silcox entered the Forest Service 
in 1905 as a forest assistant. He rose 
through various grades and in 1910 be
came Regional Forester of the Northern 

. Rocky Mountain National Forest Re
gion, in charge of all activities on some 
26,000,000 acres of national forest land 
in Montana, Northeastern Washington, 
and Northern Idaho. 

Shortly after the outbreak of the 
World War he was given military leave 
from the Forest Service to accept a com
missio.n as Major in the Twentieth En
gineers. He helped to select foresters 
for officers of the regiment, an<;! was in 
military service from August, 1917, to 
April, 1918. Because of his experience 
and dealings with I. W. W. labor in the 
forests of Northern Idaho and Montana, 
when he was regional forester, he was . 
asked by the Secretary of Labor and the 
Director of the United States Shipping 
Board to straighten out labor difficulties 
in the Seattle shipyards. 

In April, 1918, he ca.me east to coordi-
nate Federal employment offices with the 
States, reorganized the New Y-;;-rk offi~e - ~ 
and State and Federal cooperation em
ployment offices . throughout l\tlassachu
setts. A year later he accepted the po~ 
sition of director of industrial relations 
of the commercial branch of the printing 
industry of the United States and Canada. 

For eleven years previous to his be
coming Chief of the . Forest Service, he 
was director. o( industrial relations for 
the N ew York Employing Printers As
sociation, N ew York City, and handled 
all wage negotiations with eight printing 
trades unions; established and built up 
three schools for apprentice training with 
800 apprentices attending, and served as 
treasurer for the schools which were 

.jointly directed and financed by the em
ployers, the unions, and the Board of 
Education of the City of New York. 

In 1936 Silcox served as arbitrator in 
the famous N ew York City elevator 
strike, having been selected with the en
dorsement of both the employers ' board 
and the building employees' union. 

Silcox was born in Columbus, Ga., 
December 25, 1882, and was a graduate 
of the College of Charleston, S. C., 
where he received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1903 with honors . in chemistry 
and sociology. Iu 1905 he was graduated 
from the School of Forestry, Yale Uni-

( Continued on page 25) 
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.... 
WELL ATTENDED- View of guests and members in attendance at the convention of the New Jersey State Federation of 
Federal Employees' Unions, held at Newark. Those at the speakers' table, left to right, Samuel Teitelbaum, treasurer, State 
Federation; J. Butterworth, second vice president; T. Duffy, president, Local Union No. 590, Newark; Margaret T. Carrigan, 
chairman; Thomas L. Bebout, toastmaster; President Luther C. Steward; Representative Robert Ram speck; Secretary-Treasurer 
Gertrude M . . McNally; First Vice President John Fitzgerald; W. T. Brady, president, Local Union No. 107, Newark; Alexander 

Boross, president, State Federation; C. W. King, secretary; G. Schaeffer, first vice president. 

committeemen, Julia Ronan, Veterans' 
Administration; Arthur Long, Customs; 
Burton Cochrane, Public Health; com
mitteeman, New England Regional, Eric 
Rockstrom. Customs. 

Local Union No . 67 6, Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri-P. E. Moore, president; Ru
fus M. N ea!, first vice president; John 

-e::-DeBolt, second vice president; Frank 
H. Holtsford, third vice president; John 
C. Hays, fourth vice president; Joseph 
G. Ludwig, secretary-treasurer; Harold 
C. Shaver, guardian. Engineer. 

Local Union °No. 383, Troy, New 
York-Joseph W. Servis, president; J oho 
J Whaley, vice president; Richard Na
gle, financial secretary-treasurer; James 
f\ . . Mcl\1anus, recording secretary. 

Local Union No. 259, Memphis, Ten
nessee-Guy Fisher, president; Ruth 
VanLandingham, first vice president; 
Henry Gpldsmith, second vice president; 
Mary Frances Clift, financial secretary; 
Lessie Lee Marchant, recording secre
tary. 

F. A. Silcox 
(Continued from page 9) 

versity, with the degree of Master of 
Forestry. 

His career in forestry began the Sum
mer prior to his graduation from Yale, 
when he worked as a forest student in 
what was then the Bureau of Forestry 
of the United States Department of Ag
riculture, and was engaged in making 
a working plan covering approximately 
60,000 acres of forest in West Virginia 
for the . United States Coal and Coke 
Company. When he entered the Forest 
Service in July, 1905, after passing the 

civil service examination, he was a~signed 
to duty on what was then known as the 
Leadville National Forest . in Colorado. 
In September he was placed in charge 
of the Holy Cross National Forest in 
Colorado as acting supen'.isor and in 
January of the next year he was sent to 
the San Juan and Montezuma National 
Fores ts· to establish administr.ative or=-.. 
ganizations. Following completion of 
his work there, he served as forest in
spector in Washington, D. C., handling 
special assignments to the western States. 
When a regional office was set up at 
Missoula, Mont., in 1908, he was made 
associate regional forester and . became 
regional forester for the Northern Rocky 
Mountain Region on July 1, 1910, where 
he remained until he entered the World 
War in 1917. 

He became Chief of the Forest Service 
at a time when the Service was launching 
a vastly expanded program of conserva
tion work, including development and 
supervision of work projects· for hundreds 
of CCC camps and thousands of relief 
workers. Under his leadership, the For
est Service was reorganiz~d in 1935, in 
line with the expanded program. 

His annual reports, outlining the fu
ture needs and programs of forestry in 
the United States attracted wide atten
tion, a large portion of his 1939 report 
now in process of publication being given 
to a discussion of the privately owned 
forests and problems facing private own
ers as the major factors in i:he Nation's 
forest situation. 

He was the author of a great num
ber of articles dealing with forestry and 
industrial and labor relations of the 

printing industry, in trade and scientific 
journals and in popular publications. 

As Chief of the Forest Service Mr. 
Silcox was particularly interested in such 
programs as planting field windbreaks 
for the Prairie States, of which about 
11 ,000 miles have been planted; the im
provement of informal recreational fa
cilities-in- the 160 -national forests, -w hich
are visited annually by about 32,000,000 
people; the stabilization and welfare of 
forest communities; and the encourage
ment of community forests, of which 
there are now about 1,500 in this coun
try. One of the notable undertakings-'( 
of the Forest Service also followed the i 
hurricane in New England when Mr. 
Silcox directed the establishment of the 
New England Timber-..Salvage Adminis
tration for the purchase of blown-down 
timber from some 12,000 small timber 
owners who were threatened with bank· 
ruptcy and loss of livelihood in many 
cases as a result of the hurricane damage 
to their woodlands. In New England 
also the Forest Service worked out a 
cooperative plan with . the States to com
plete a fire hazard reduction program .. _ 
The entire work was of Paul Bunyan 
proportions but approximately 86 per 
cent of the blowri-down timber has beert 
salvaged and no serious fires have thus 
far occurred in New Englartd. 

Local Union No. 584, Peoria, Ill., held 
a very successful fish dinner and dance 
at the Lake Side Inn, Rome, IIL More 
than 60 members and guests were pres
ent. The affair was so enjoyable that 
the local is .considering other social af~ 

fairs for . the near future. 

l 
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Political Activity 
(Continued from page 9) 

sup~rior officer or. any other ·person. It 
is a violation of the Federal Corrupt 
Practices Act to pay or offer to pay any 
person for voting or refraining from vot
ing, or for voting for or against any 
candidate for Senator or Representative 
in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner 
to, Congress. It is also a violation of 
the law to solicit, receive, or accept pay
ment for one's vote or for withholding 
one's vote. (See U. S. Code, title 2, 
sec. 250.) 

Under the act of August 2, 1939, it is 
a criminal offense for any person to in- . 
timidate, threaten, or coerce any other 
person for the purpose of interfering 
with the right of such other person to 
vote as he may choose in any election of 
a national character. It is also a crim
inal offense . to promise any employment, 
position, work or compensation, or other 
benefit made possible by an act of Con
gress, as a consideration, favor, or re
ward for political activity or for the 
support of or opposition to any political 
candidate or party. (See secs. 48 and 50 
herein.) 

It is the duty of an employee to avoid 
any offensive activity at primary and 
regular elections. He· must refrain from 
soliciting votes, assisting voters to mark 
·ballots, helping to get out the voters on 
registration and election days, acting as 
the accredited checker, watcher, or chal
lenger of any party or faction, assisting 
in counting the vote, or engaging in any 
other act1V1ty at the polls except the 
marking and depositing of his own bal~ot. 
Rendering service, such as transporting 
voters to and fro~ the polls and candi
dates on canvassing tours, whether for 
pay or gratuitously, is held to be within 
the scope of political activities prohib
ited by the rule, eyen if such service is 
performed without regard to political 
party. 

21. Election officers.- :.Service as judge 
of election, . inspectpr, chetjker, teller, or 
as election officer : of any' kind is pro-
hibited. · 

22. Newspapers-publication of letters 
or articles.-A classified employee may 
not publish or. 'be connected editorially or 
managerially with any political news
paper, and may not write for publica
tion or publish any letter or article, 
signed or unsigned, in favor of or against 
any political party, candidate, faction, or 
measure. An employee who writes such 
a .letter or article is responsible for any 
use that may be made of it whether or 
no.t . he gives consent to such use. (See 
secs. 4 and 19.) 
· 23. L,iquor question.-Activity in cam

paigns concerning the regulation or sup
pression of the liquor traffic is prohibited. 
Ari· ~mploye~ may ~~ a rim~ber but_ riot 

an officer of a clu,b, league, or other or
ganization which takes part in such a 
campaign. The dissemination of tem
per.ence propaganda is permissible, but 
any endeavor for or against the regula
tion, control, or suppression of the liquor 
traffic through political agencies is pro-

. hibited. 
24. Betting or wagering on elections.

Betting or wagering upon the results of 
primary and general elections is penal
ized by the laws of most States and is 
improper political activity. 

25. Activity in civic organizations· and 
citizens' associations.-Activity in organi
zations having for their primary object 
the promotion of good government or 
the local civic welfare is not prohibited 
by the act of August 2, 1939, or civil 
service rule · I, provided such activities 
have no connection with 'the campaigns 
of particular candidates or parties. 

26. Parades.-An employee may not 
march in a political parade, organize, or 
be an officer or leader of such a parade. 

·A Government employee may not take 
part in the activities of a musical organi
zation in any parade or other activity of 
a political party. 

27. Signing pet it i o n s.~ The first 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States provides that "Congress 
shall make no law . respecting an estab
lishment of ·religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
the right of the people peac-eably to as
semble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances." Section 6 
of the act of August 24, 1912 ( 37 Stat. 
555), provides that "the right of persons 
employed in the civil service of the 
United States, either individually or col
lectively., to petition Congress, or any 
:Member thereof, or to furnish informa
tion to either House of Congress, or to 
any committee or Member thereof, shall 
not be denied or interfered with." 

The right guaranteed by the Constitu
tion and the statute extends only to . peti
tions addressed to the Government, or 
to Congress or Members thereof. It 
does not extend to petitions addressed to 
State, county, or municipal governments, 
or to other political units. A classified 
employee is permitted to sign petitions 
of the latter class as an individual, with
out reference to his connection with the 
Government, but he may not m1tiate 
them, circulate them, or canvass for the 
signatures of others. 

28. Applying for Presidential positions 
not in the classified service.-When a 
classified employee seeks promotion by 
appointment or transfer to a Presiden
tial office not in the classified service 
there is n.o objection to his becoming a 
candidate for such an· office, provided the 
consent of his department is obtained, 
and ,provided he does not violate· section ' 

l of rule I, prohibiting the use of his 
official authority or influence in political 
matters, ·and provided further that he 
does not neglect his duty and avoids any 
action that would cause public scandal 
or · semblance of coercion of his fellow 
employees or of those over whom he de
sires to be placed in the position he seeks. 

A classified employee may circulate a 
petition or seek endorsements for his 
own appointment to a Presidential posi
tion, subject to the qualifications above 
stated, and he may, as an individual, 
sign a petition or recommend another 
person for such an appointment; but he 
may not circulate a petition or solicit en- . 
dorsements, recommendations, or sup
port for the appointment of another per
son to such a position, whether such 
other person is a fellow employee or one 
not at the time in the Government 
service. 

When an unofficial primary or elec
tion is held for the purpose of deter
mmmg the popular choice for the Presi
dential office, a classified employee may 
permit his name to appear upon the 
ticket, but he may not solicit votes in 
his behalf at such a primary or election, 
or in any manner violate section l of 
rule I. He may vote and express pri
vately his opinions, but may not solicit 
votes or publicly advocate the candidacy 
or election of himself or any other per
son. Although it is permissible for a 
classified employee, as an individual, to 
sign a petition or recommend another 
person for appointment to a nonclassified· 
position, he is not permitted to sign such 
a petition as a Government employee or 
in any other way to use his official au
thority or influence to ·advance the can
didacy of any person for election or 
appointment to any office. Classified em
ployees are permitted to exercise the 
right as .individuals to sign a petition 
favoring a candidate for any office, but 
they may not do so as Government em
ploye·es or as a group or association of 
Government employees. 

29. Other forms of political activity.
Among other forms of political activity 
which are prohibited are the distribu
tion of campaign literature, badges or 
buttons, and assuming general political 
leadership or becoming prominently iden
tified with any political movement, party, 
or faction, or with the success or failure 
of any candidate for election to public 
office. 

IV. CANDIDACY FOR OR HOLDING LOCAL 

OFFICE-CLASSIFIED AND NoN

c~AssIFIED EMPLOYEES 

30. Candidacy for local o/fice.-Candi
dacy for a nomination or for election to 
any national, State, county, or municipal 
office is not permissible. The· prohibition 
against political activity · extends not 
merely to formal announcement. of can
didacy but also to the 

l 
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Two Conservationists . 

There was tragic coincidence in the deaths, 
less than a week apart, of two men who had 
done more, perhaps, in their life careers to aid 
the cause of conservation of the nation's re
sources than any others. ftobe,rt Fectmei;. as 
head of the Civilian Conservation Corps, had 
saved and restored to' immeasurable value not 
only great land and forest areas, but also more 
than a million and a half youths who, had it 
not been for the new chance provided by the 
CCC would, in all probability. have been re
cruits for the army of crime that lurks in the 
alleys and on the street corners of the great 
cities. · 

F. A. Sileo& the other who died, was chief 
of the Forest Seryice of the United States De
partment of Agriculture. He, too, combined the 
conservation of human and natural resources. 
The Federal Forest Service holds as· its chief 
objective the saving and wise usage of the 
nation's manpower and physical resources. As 
stated by Secretary of Agriculture Wallace, the 
work done by Ghief Forrester Silcox is "com
memorated in a governmental organization of 
hi~·hest efficiency and esprit de corps- and in 
the grateful remembrance of great service to 
many of the worthy civic enterprises , that 
American citizens are carrying on today." 

Both Mr. Silcox and Mr. Fechner came from 
the south. Mr. Silcox was born in Columbus, 
Ga. He was a graduate of the College of Char
leston, S. C., and ,in 1905 graduated from the 
School of Forestry at Yale University, with the 
degree of Doctor of Forestry. His career as an 
outstanding leader 'n his profession is tod' weir 

_ .kno:wn to need recapitulation. 
Mr. Fechner was born in Chattanooga. He 

attended school at Macon and Griffin and 
spent a few months at Georgia Tech, though he 
never graduated· from college. He freqm;mtly 
referred to himself as a man "without educa
tion" yet the greatest universities of the land 
were eager to have 'him as a lecturer. He knew 
wide experience throughout his life. He served 
with ·the Second 'Georgia Infantry in the Span
ish-American war, worked on the construction 
of the Panama Canal and filled various posts 
in Central and South America. \ · 

He was named head of the CCC by Presi
dent Roosevelt when that .organization was first 
created. Much of its success is att ributed to 
his wise direction. Of the CCC it has frequently 
been said that this is one child of the New Deal 
which no man or faction -has been able to 
criticize and which has contributed tremen
dously to the natural wealth and the strength 
of citizenship of the nation. 

Two southerners, tfo conservationists and 
two great men were lost to the service of the 
nation when Silcox atd Fechner died. 

i 



F. A. SILCOX IS NAMED CHIEF OF THE FOREST SERVICE 
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Ferd inand A. S ilcox, fornH·rl y district for
ester ' for 1 he No rthern Rocky J\l ountain He· 
gion, and for the past eleven years director 
of industrial relations for the New York Em
ployjng Print ers' Assoc iation, wa s named 
Chief of the Unit ed States Forest Ser\'-
ice on Ort oher 29 hy Secretary of Agri 
culture Wallace with the approval of 
P resident Roosevelt . l\lr. S ilcox sue· 
ceeds Major R. Y. S tuart , whose acci · 
dent al dea th occurred on Octoht r 23. 
He as.i i med ofT1r e on Nm·rmher l S. 

Mr. S il cox had much to do with the 
administrati on of the Na tiona l Forests 
in th e early days of th e Forest Serv ice 
and th e old Burea u of Fores try whi ch 
preceded the pre,ent orp:a ni za ti on. In 
recrnl years he has devo ted hi s time 
to handling labor prohl ems in ' hip· 
yards and industri al relation prob lems 
for the printin g industry. 

<-- The new Chief Fores ter was born in 
Columbus, Georgia, in 1882. He re· 
ceived a degree of B.S. from the Col
lege of Charleston in 1903, and a de· 
grce of J\1 .F. from the Yal e Forest 
School in 1905. =-- He ent ered the Forest Service as a 
r anger in Co lorado the same year and 
was ass igned to dnt y on the Leadville 
Nationa l Forest. S hortly th ereaft er he 
was placed in charge uf th e Holy Cross 
Na tiona l Fores t and la ter ,,·as trans· 
ferred in th e sa me capac i1v to the San 
Juan an d Montezuma Na 1i ~ n a l Forests 
a ll in Coloradu. ' 

The follow in g year he was trans· 
q ferred to Monta na as fores t inspector 
t and when a di stri ct uOicc was estab-

1

, lished at Missoul a in 1908 he was 
. made associa te di stri ct forest er. In 
I r ·Jl he was ap puint rd di stri CI furesler 
II o! the No rthern R0cky Mo unt a in R e· 
JI g ion, rema ining th ere until ] 917. 

,~ At the outbreak of th e World War 
i he ent ered the Forest En~ i. n eers' Bran ch 
I of the Ameri can Expcd111 onary Forces 

as ca ptilin . B0J,, re g 1 ~ 11in g- into acti vl' 5rrvice 
he wa.s _se l ec t ~ · t.l hy th e Secretar y of Lahor and 
the Unrt cd :; lai rs Shipping Board to head a 
bnrea(1 to ha ndl e a ll lalior nrohl ems a t the. · 
ship yards at Sl"a ttlr ·. Washin~t o n . Foll owing . 
the \\'U f he Wilt a!J!l()j•1tq! slj[l"c 'Sr 3f jp ~ '::c•·;·~ l 

rela ti ons for the commercial printing industry, 
with headqu a rt ers at Chicago. He r esigned in 
1922 to accept a s imilar pos ition in New York. 

As Chief of the Fores t Service. Mr. S ilcox 
will direct the work being done by the Civi l· 

F. A. Silcox 

ian Co nserva ti on Corps on the Na tional For· 
ests of the country. According to an Asso
ciated Press dispatch from New York shortly 
after his appointment, the new forester is 
sa id to have expressed gr eat faith in the 6'.· 
rr-~y "£,.t prMlict?d jg - d? ·glppm 0 P• , 

permanent system of trammg young men. 
"The plan has potentialities of liecoming 

a real part of human conservat ion," he said. 
"There is the possibility of its bringing 
about a new type of work that is non-com-

petitive in the commercial sense of the 
word-and these effects might last a 
lif e time. It can give these men health 
and an appreciation o[ their country's 
reso urces while, at the same time, ac· 
complishing a lot of proj ects that for 
th e future of America mean permanent 
things- not just ephemeral. 

He paid tribute to th e Army officers 
in charge of the camps, declaring they 
had achieved admirable result s in their 
handling of the m en. " A lot of the 
kids were gning wild and I feel this is 
saving them from physi cal, moral and 
men tal di sint egration," he said. "We 
dreamed years ago of the things we 
co uld do with these vast areas if we 
had the proper help and enough of it. 
Now we see they are things which can 
be done. The timberl ands must be 
integrated with agriculture. W e need 
a vas t program of silviculture to pre· 
serve th e health of our standing trees." 

Upon his appointment, The Ameri· 
can Forestry Associa tion di s patched the _ 
following tel egram to th e new Chief 
Forester: "The American Fores try Asso· 
ciation is very genuin el y gratifi ed with 
your selecti on as Ch ic[ ForestPr and ex· 
tends hea rt y congra tulations and bes t 
wishes. Your broad past ex peri ence and 
fresh viewpoi nt wi ll suppl y stimula ting 
leadership in makin ~ forestry mee t the 
humanit a rian probl ems of the times. In 
thi s obj ec tive the Assoc ia ti on offers yo !I 
it s vi goro us support and cooperati on." 

Wlwn he took olli ce o~ Novemhcr JS. ~ 
llfr. S il cox beca me the fi fth Chief u! YJ 
th e Forest Service s ince its es tablish· 
ment near ly thirty years ago. Its fi rst ~ 
Chief was Gifford l'inchot, now Cover· -f\ . 
nor of· P ennsylva nia. llfr. Pinchot >l'<h ~ 

followe1l hy Co l. 11<-nry S . Graves, now Dea n ,~ 
of th e Yale F orest School. The third I.hid~ 
Fores ter of th e Unit ed Sta les was William B. "' 
Greel ey, now Secreta ry- Manager of the Wt»t ,"' 
Coast Lumberme n's Assoc iation, who was "'". :/' 
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2 Tins WEEK 

H
R w AS a thin-factd. pale youngster. 
When the school atten<laru:e olli<us 
caught up with him. Ibey put it down 

in matt tecbnica1 words: "Undemourisbed, 
anemic.." 11ley also put down: "Neglected." 
He lived in a dilapidated oold-water tenemei>t 
in New York City, but spent most of his time 
on the streets. The attendance officers took 
him before a judge, who put him on probation. 
He went back to school, appattntly docile 
but obviously uninteresud. 

That was in the early ~· •. In 1931 the 
attcDdanoe officers hf:ird gf bj"m apin. -Out 
this time he was beyond lbeir provinoe. It 
"'88 the police who were aft.er him this time. 
It took a hundred and fifty of tl>em two hours 
to ca,pturc him, using ri6es, revolvers. shot· 
gun&, machine guns and tear raa in their siege 
of the rooming house whe<e be was hiding out. 

Ftaocis Crowley, lbe truant, had beoome 
Two-Gun Crowley, the oop.kill<r. On ms fil
ins card lbe attendance offioen had one more 
notation to make: "Electrocuted, 1/21/ 32.'' 

George H. Chatfield, director of the Bureau 
or Attendance of the New Y.ork City schools, 
showed me the card. Chatfield'• job makes 
him, in clTcct, the head truant officer of the 

.country' .... biioncst city .. H e. t9 one cf · the 
gruffest men I have ever met; no old·time 
truant offioer ever growled more f.ercely than 
he does in everyday convenation. But it is 
just a mannerism, hiding what eome critics 
of American character like to cal1110£tness. He 
hlteB tragedies, like that of Francis Crowley. 
He is - as the same critics have said or 
AmcricanB generally - incurobly addicted to 
hippy endings.. 

But he bas seen too many Francis Crowieys 
oome and go to have any Pollyanna idea that 
bappy endinp just happen. Re opends most 
of his time trying to make them happen. The 
other day I went with him to an old candy 
factory, now oonverted into a central kitchen. 
From that ltitcru,n, every day, go out lunches 
for 130,000 New York echool children in 
'100 dltrerent l!Chools. It is run on public funds 
now, but Chatfield. for oeveral years, _went 
around and got teacherB and others in the 
educational system to put up the money for 
free lunches for hungry pupUL It was his 
answer - or part of it-to the Two-Gun 
Crowley problem. "Undernouriahed, anemic?" 
Then of oourse they will go out on the streets 
and steal and beoome gangsters, he rea110T1ed. 
And in his gruffest, most scolding manner, 
he told lbe teachers that it was up to them 
to make the children """" to co to scbJol, 
instead or having to be drButd iii bylhe ears, 
Only then c:ould tbe llCboola make children 
into civilized atizeoB. "Nerlect<d?" Give 
them something healthy to do, get them in
tercst.ed. give them a reeling of acoomplish
ment, he says. Then they will stay off the 
atrccta and out of trouble. So be works out 
recn:atiooal activities and special Instruction 
to help backward children. 

Chatfiddisoneofmany; his way is the way 
of modem educators. And in otbei; fields men 

GAZINE 

by 
TRVR BllRTLETT 

•'Omen are working. ochemini. fighting to 
bappy endings on the storieB of tomorrow. 

ore than thirty-five years ago a young 
ling in the Department or Agriculture 

'" given the job of ela5"ilying and mapping 
tlv. eoll or a V1rginia cow1ty. As an after· 
thlught his instructions added, "'Try to find 
oif why 80 much o! the lamb of that section 

80 very poor:; So Hugh H. Bennett 
ed over farms that had once been the 

nstay of a pospesous agricultUJal civiliza. 
, bot bad }'ielded..tb-. bounteous aops 

to uild great manor boullCS and support great 
f Uiea - but on which now he saw only 
g nt. beaten, ragged men and women, pour· 
·w sweat into red clay that mocked their 

rts to make a living. 
!ere was tragedy, and Bennett didn't ijke 

it. American fann familieB were being 
into rural slUDMlwell<ra, with all the 

ic oonsequences of slum ure. Ever since 
th n, through Republican and Democratic 
a iniatrations alike. Bennett or the Depart
m 1t of AgricuJtu.re has been '~·ork.ing to save 
fa crs and their fa1nilics from the tragedy 
or n impoverished soil Lalcly w~ have been 

rlna a ~·t about erosion. Tbei~ hive been 
of magazine articles about it, several 

kB, even a sueo!S$ful moving picture. 
all Blem back to Hugh 11. Bennett"s 

ab c:e ol the tragedies that he found on 
Vi~inia farms. And today, on thousands of 
A.1_erican farms, the aoil is staying put, 
tb\riks to his efforts; and the lives of thooe 
de:~dent on it, today and tomorrow. are 
°'f much more fii.lly insured agai11Bt tragedy. 

l'l'obably no group or men and ..-omen ba1 
dole more in our time to bring about happy 
entinga to our daily life storieB than thooe 
in the medical profession, with its great 
ad10.ncc in preventive medicine. I remember 
wa•ing goodby one day in my &ehoolboy 
yen to two Young f,;.,nds, a brother and 
a aster. I never saw them again: a few days 
latl" they were both dead of dipbtberia. It 
...,., a tragedy to me. To Ila p;umts. it 
,..., a muc:b greater tragedy. But it oeldom 
bag>ens now, because bard-11'0f'king doctors, 
baJ1)y-ending adc:IX:ts, have round the way to 
nlpit in the bud. 

fl few years ago a young Boston doctor 
naned George R Minot faced death. He bad 
dialetcs, and he knew what it meant: gradual 
~ing. then the encl. lie didn"t know 
Iba. at the same time another young doctor 
naned Fred Banting, up in Toronto, was 
wodcinc day and night in a laboratory - bad 
giv<n up his practire and ao ld his surgical 
n.urUID4"1ts to keep himself alive while be did 

it hunting for a different ending for dia
bet , a happy ending. 

oting found what be was looking for: 
in. It changed tbecoune"olthousandsof 

life · that bad beeo beaded straight for 
<>erUin tltgedy. Among otben Dr. George R 

• t came out from under lbe shadow of 

.... 

death. was enabled to go on with his work. 
No•., - the oomJ)Oll1ldiog ol happy end

ings. Minot was working on another "sure" 
tragedy: pernicious anemia. It had alwa;'S 
been fatal. Most docton thought there was 
nothing to do but reconc:ilet11C111Selves - and 
tlieir p~tients - to the inevitability oi death. r 
But that didn't satisfy J.\.linot. Every time he 
saw a patient die of pernicious anemia - and 
he saw hundreds or them die - be became 
more oonfinned tb3n ever in his batnd of the f 
tngedy. And be kept on lr)'infl to find the 
way to liclc it. He found it in a liver diet. And 
9() thou or other lifcstorlea were change<!. r 
stop on the way to tragic endings. 

F. A. Si~Chief.Forest<t of the United" 
States. can tell you tragedies bythe dozen -
"tragedies ol boom and bust," he calls them. 
They make dramatic taJts; taJes Of toV.'DS like 

. Fullerton. Lorrisia0 a ... hic:b was a forest in 
1907, crew into a tbree-mUl.ion-<lollar a>m· 
rnuoity by 1927, but which is wiped o!l the 
map today except !or one doocrted building 
Md an old ste<!fvault that used to be pait of 
the bruik. Two thousand people went to 
Fullerton to live and work. They BCttlcd down 
there. built churcbei; Md duh& and l<>dg .. ; 
their childt"1,..ent to its &ebools. played on its 
baseball field, swam in its pool; it was home. 
And then, suddenly, the timber was gone; 
there was no more v.-ork. no more pay. Two 
thousand people bad to tear up their roots, 
abandon the homes that tl>cy thougl>t would 
be t heirs for generations to come, and move 
on - heaven knows where. 

Siloox bates that kind of dnuna, with its 
deleated families, its dcaerted homes-its 
tragic ending. He spenda hit time trying to 
stop it from happening. In hit oll">ee recently 
I looked at a map. It showed the holdingo of a 
lumber oompany in Arkansas. 11le foreiter 
pointed out areas w~ timber was being cut, 
other& where the forest wae being restocked. 
He showed me dots repreaenting farmB, where 
men were supplementing their work in the 
forest&. 80 that nature would have time to 
replenish the supply of timber. It was oot 
being cut any faster than il wouJd ~
Here, he told me. would be no boom town like 
Fullcrton, no swift. sudden tragedy, oo rows 
of broken, aband6ned homes. nu. was a 
small, oolid, permanent community. He bad 
helped the oompany work out its plan, as· be 
has helped many otbcn. ao that the story 
wouldhlveailappyending. / 

Happy endings! n,_ arc only four of 
many stoi-ies abaut Americans who ha.vi? 
worked to bring happy endings to the lives 
of their fellows. The stotY will go on and on. 
Today's chlracters will give way to thooe of 
too>onow, will band on to them the materials 
out of which may be fashioned an even 
greater, hippier story. 

Lay on, you critics of the Amorican love 
for lbe happy ending! Thal is the BOrt of 
ending we want for the story of our America'. 

.... 
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Fmnn ;AND A. SI LCOX 

The announcement of t he pasGi ng of Ferdinand A. Silcox, 
Ch ie f o f the Un i t ed s t at es Forest Service, so soon after t h e de at h 
of his associate~ Bobert l~shall_, comes as a double shock to all 
frie nds of recreation. Ch ief Forest er since 1933 , rJr. Silcox has 
done rr.uch to . i opres s upon t he .-lmerican people t he concep t of 
"The People's Forest. " Over 165 million acres of forest land crune 
Under hi s direct administra tion--land that was to be used f or " t he 
grea t es t c;ood t o t he grea test number of people." ~Iis was a. rare 
combination of unders tandi ngs. He knew f orestry, f or a fter gr aduating 
f ror:.1 t he Yale School of Forestry i n 1905 he started h i s careel!'· as a 
f orest ranger. Re served in t hat capacity unt il t he world war C!l a imed 
h is Dervices. Yet he knew more than forest mana ger:10nt and trees. 
He knecr peo ple. As indu strial r el a t i ons direc t or f or t he print ing 
i ndustry i n tee i nterim bet ueen the end of t he f.'ar and h i s appoi nt ment 
as Chief o f the Fores t Servi ce , he Densed t h e yearn i ngs of t he human 
heart and t he cons t a'1t s trur:g l e in re.en ' s souls f or a L10ro enrichi ng 
and s atisfying life. He fel t t he puls e of huoanity and he knew h i s j ob. 
Thus f ortifi ed he was eminently qualif i ed t o s erve i n t t.e h i e.h off ice 
he he l d during t h e pa c t s even years. 

Unc!.er h i o l eader sh i p , i nspired by his S1Jlendid m cial vis i on, 
t he Forest Ser vice has r ecoen ized r eereation as one or t he multipl e uses 
of t he fores t. Literally hundreds of f orest c amp.a h ave been cons tructed 
i n variol:s forests throtlf)lout t h e United States.a, Thes e camps pr ovid e 
f aci lities for t ent camp ing , picnicking ,, bat h i ng , s wirz1:L.'1B , h iking, end 
opportuni t ie s f or close c ontact with nature. In sections c:£ t he f ores t 
whe re creat her cond i t ions are ideal,. •!int er sportG ar eas have been s et 
asi de for t hose i nterest ed i n skiiing, tob oe an-ni!ic . skating ., and ot her 
types of oint<~r spor t s . Thousands of mileo of road.s have been con:Jtructed 
t hrout;h th e forest s and people can enjoy the s cenic beai...'ty t hat abounds. 

SUrel y Ferdi nand Si l cox has rr.ade a valuable c on tribution to the 
· peopl e of America . and it i s comfor ting to knou that his philos ophy 

of recreat i on uill continue because i t ha s been r ooted as de ep as t he 
primeval giant s o f t he f ores t s t ha t he loved. 

\ -- RECREATION for February 1940 . 
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A CHIEF PASSES 

By R. F. Hammatt 

Earle Clapp .has asked me to set down, for the Bulletin, the circumstances immediately 
preceding and following the deat h on December 20, 1939, of the man who had been Chief of the 
Forest Service since November 15, 1933. 

The key to Sil's illness ~7 (coronary thrombosis hit him at Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, on Monday, May 17, and he was out of ·the office for soma 5 to 6 montns) was the en-

~--·---
thusiastic, unsparing way he always gave of his energies. And al though in the meantime the 
heart spec~alist had pronounced him fit .again, this same passion was the underlying cause of 
the recurrence of his previous trouble - and his death. 

In Seattle, on July 10 •. last, Bill Greeley remarked that the Alaska trip had beE;)n 
good for Silcox - that he looked better than he had for a long time. This was true •. but. signs 
of strain were evident by the time the Chief reached Washington. And we know, now, t ha t al
though he took delight and pride in the repairing of his home , and the remcdalling of his 
kitchen, official worries and strains accumulated and multiplied during November and early 
December. 

On Wednesday, December 13, Silcox came late to the office; remarked that he'd not had 
an easy night; went about business as usual, including a 2-hour conference of the Agricultural 
Program Board. He wished me luck, that night, with the Christmas shopping I was to do next 
day; said he would attend to his on Friday and Saturday, and left - for the last time . 

On Friday morning I learned from Mrs. Crocker that Mrs. Silcox had had to call a local 
doctor Wednesday night; that this doctor had told Sil one of his heart ligaments had been 
strained; that Sil had attended to certain urgent official business (taken to him from the 
office) on Thursday, but that a specialist had been called for consul tation . 

By Friday the specialist had diagnosed the trouble as a recurrence of the 1937 heart 
trouble, the more serious because of the previous attack, and installed two nu rses at home, 
which Silcox preferred to a hospital. 

On Sunday, December 17, nourishment was given intravenously, the numbe r of nurses was 
increased to 4, the specialist pronounced it a serious illness but gave Sil a 50-50 chance. 

On Monday, despite restlessness and severe pain, there were what seemed to us in the 
office certain encouraging signs. 

On Tuesday there was a serious s inking spell. Oxygen was resorted to. Sil rallied, 
told the nurses to take the damn tent away - that he'd be up and around soon. 

Part of Tuesday night was bad. After the nurses came on duty Wednesday morning, they 
started another intravenous injection. Sil watching them , gave a sudden gasp . 

He had g.one - easily and without pain. 

Telegrams and letters began pouring in from the Regions, from people in all walks of 
li<i'e, and from organizations. 

\ 
The funeral was on Friday, December 22 (Christmas was 

f 
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In every governmental department there are many thousand people working under the 
Secretary and his associates. If the Secretary should in a moment of vainglory become so proud 
as to lose his sense of proportion,· ·the havoc created among the workers would become gravely 
disturbing to the country. I t requires a democratic type of mind, not a dictator, to run 
one of · the government departments most successfully. Fundamentally, the problem is one of 
coordination and cooperation, while at the same time there is sufficient centralization to 
iron out decisively from time to time conflicts in policy. 

I have referred to the enormous possibili ties of oentTalized power in the hands of an 
executive who sits at the head of a great government department. It is well to recognize, too, 
some of the limitations on his power. In the very natu re of things he cannot personally 
handle ·the millions of work items confronting his depart ment. I f he does his job well he 
QLgani:?;es hi~2fil:tmfillt to hanQle these things we ll . If the head does his job well much 
of his effort is in the direction of enlisting the full dynamic power of his personnel; he 
causes his people to contribute continually and in every way to the functioning of the agency, 
not merely to respond ·to orders. * * * 

The very essence of being a good executive is to pick men of integrity who understand 
your policy objectives . The poorest executives are those who dip too much into details. 
Failing to see the woods for the trees, they g~t hopelessly lost, trying to do work which 
could be done better by someone else. The strength of t op executives should be saved for the 
really important policy questions, for contacts with members of Cong.ress, for public contacts, 
for coordination with the States, ·for coordination within ·the Department, and for coordination 
with other Departments. This means the Cabinet officer must be willing to delegate authority 
to men who understand how to blend policy and management on behalf of the General Welfare in a 
sensible way. I have brought into my office in times past a number of different men to whom I 
have been willing to delegate authority. Sitting in the office and meeting with a great variety 
o·f experier.ces, they have rapidly· develeped in wisdom and some of them have gone out to serve 
successfully very large agencies. * * * 

If we look at the size of administration and the need for delegation of authority , 
and if we look also at the increasing importance of good management in a government which i s 
much more an intimate part of the daily lives of its citizens, we recognize that men are the 
crucial need. 

As I said in t he beginning, we have a great many public servants already at work who are 
reliable, who can see the whole including its parts, who can think consistently of the general 
welfare as the reason for their be ing. We need a constant new supply of men who can adequately 
~erve the public in a period of const~nt adjust~ent to change. We must look to the teachers to 
train men in the broad vision, to explain the facts of economic and s~cial change which call 
for public acti?n, to stimulate faith in the American way of li fe, to inspir3 students with a~ 
unders tanding of the dignity of man and the pers onal val ues to be obtained from serving the 
public. Wa must look to· the olde~ men in the public service to ins~ire the younger m3n wit3 
breadth of vision and knowledge and with a dedication to the public interest. Many of tha 
public servants already on the job are doing this now. I trust that more and more the profe~
sional association of civil servants, with the teachers and students of · government , in such 
organizations as this, will develop a tradition of public service in this country which will 
bring benefits to all citizens as we meet the public problems brought by change. 

; 
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ThE EDITOR DISCOVERS 

"Ur.cle Sam's Forest Rangers" began t heir ninth year on the air with the January 5 
episode . . Since t he program was initiated in 1932 t hrough the efforts of C. E. Randall of the 
Washington Office of Information in cooperation with the Department Radio Service and the 
National Broadcasting C~mpany, it has been presented regularly each week during the National 
Farm and Home Hour, with only occasional cancellations when the time was relinquished for the 
broadcasting of events of national importance. The January 5 program was the 368th episode. 
The number of stations carrying the program has increased from about 80 to 105 at the present 
time, which can reach practically all the 26, 600, 000 family radio receiving sets in the 
country. 

Preparation of the scripts for the programs has been in charge of Mr. Randall, who 
from time to time has had t he collaboration of George A. Duthi e , w. I. Hutchinson, R-!5, 
Leonard Shoemaker of Region 2, Marvin Beers, Joseph Hessel, and several others. Harvey Hays, 
NBC actor who portrays the part of "Ranger Jim" , has been on the program since the first 
episode and was made honorary Forest Ranger of the Forest Service on May 1, 1936, during a 
specially arranged broadcast. All the original cast was i n the NBC broadcasting station at 
Chicago on January 5 when the ninth anniversary program was presented. 

An article on the life, achievements, and significance of the work of the late Robert 
Marshall, written by several coauthors, appeared in the December 27 issue of the "New Republic" 
under the title "Gap in the Front Lines." 

The Division of Marketing and Marketing Agreements of the Department has announced a 
demons trational program under which a small quantity of low-grade cotton will be used in the 
manufac ture of high-quality paper. The program provides for purer.as e by the Vlri ting Paper 
Manufacturers' Association of lint cotton, spinnable waste, and cotton !inters for use in the 
manufacture of fine writing paper and other papers of similar type. Part of the cost of the 
raw materials used to carry on t he program will be borne by the Department and part by the 
Association. 

The American Forestry Association has announced that a national conference to study 
the urgent fores t probl ems of the South will be held under its direction at Biloxi , Mis- · 
siss ippi, February 1, 2 and 3. The Mississippi Forestry Association and other conservation 
agencies will meet with the national association . Tentative program for the conference deals 
with such specific subjects as the industrial significance of the forest resources of. the 
s ~utr.; an appraisal of forest fire drain; federal aid to southern forests; business aspects . 
of forest management; industrial research as pertaining to southern woods; State and private 
forestry developments; and the development of a f orest program for the South. 

"The cooperative movement has gone too far to turn back now," says Governor George 
D. Aiken of Ve rmont . "It is resul ting and will further result in a changing economic struc
ture in America. The quicker this fact is recognized and all groups adjust themselves to the 
change, the quicker will purchasing power and prosperity be restored to all." 

'· -~ . 
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~atal day) at Wheatley's Chapel in Alexandria. Two Cabinet members and other personal and 
official friends attended. There were beautiful flowers everywhere. 

The ceremony was simple and unostentatious; what Sil - who had expressed the desire 
that his ashes be strewn in some National Forest - would have l i ked . 

MORE REGARDING THE "FORGOTTEN MEN" 

By William S. Brown, Los Padres 

Mr.'' Guthrie's splendid article in the Christmas issue of t he Bulletin -- "Forgotten 
'·, 

Men" -- will"·•strike a responsive chord in many hearts throughout the National Forests of the ' ~ West and perhap-s~or the time at least turn ou\t' thoughts away from that other class of "for-
gotten men" who ha"{ been occupying our minds sb much recently -- the Fores t Guards. 

' J I The "forgotten "1nen" of the CCC, however,~ are not forgotten i n any sense of the word 
among the executives o(\the National FJrests.~ the Supervisors, District Rangers and other 
officers whose daily work ~ings them i.nto personal contact with these .CCC foremen. Financial-' ~ ly speaking, no "fo rgetting" ."'"Qas ever been done by the local officers who, day by day and 

' f /i' month by month, realize the value"-of the work performed and th~ faithful s ervices rendered by 
this class of employees. One has"<only to glance at the u11H

1
CCC camp allotment of a couple 

~ v 
of years ago and that handed down to the field today, coupJ:'ed wi th a special financial person-

~ ~ 

nel restriction per camp unit, to real"i.ze why Santa c; aus had no room in his pack for well-· 
earned promotions of CCC personnel. "\ ~-,'.r 

'4, ,,/ 

Socially speaking, there may be some few· Supervisors, Rangers and othe rs wi th a " t oo-
1;--

much-familiarity-breeds-contempt" complex toward""~[o rking CCC foremen, but these are f ew and far 
between. We usually know these men by thej/ first 'names and few of us l ose any sleep over the 
fact that, iml:ued with the democratic ~pirit of o~~ ' organization , t hey more often t han not 
address us in a like manner. We know ,t'.hese men. know their families, their background, t heir 

~ 

previous record in their home communfties, and many other facts and details conce rning them. 
We !lill§.1 know these things pretty well or face chaotic conditions in our l ocal pe rsonnel. And 
lccally speaking, also, there ar~ many of these fine employees who still believe in Sant a 
Claus. They came to us three ~~our, or six ydars ago for possibly a few months employment to 
tide them over a period wher:'good times were lurking just around the corner, and in spite of 
an uncertain future, the bgst of them, with us yet, after the culling of recent years, still 
have a steady present j ~.):/ Many of them were recruited from Forest Guard ranks, and the ave r
age Forest Guard regar~less of his length of service was still a part-t ime employee on Christmas 
Day, 1939. Most of,.,/ hese CCC foremen have found what is to them congenial employment and j or 
in a job of doing ~omething worth while, and after all, there is still an occasional promotion 
in the CCC ranks ." In Forest Service camps, at least, they have become an i ntegral part of the 
organization .wifich they serve. Surely not entirely "forgotten" men! 

' f 

-7 .. 



J'ERDINA.JID .AUGUS'TUS SILCOX 

lrerd1nand Augustus Silcox was born in Columbus. Ga., December 

25, 1882. H.e is o grRduete or the College of Charleston, s. c., where 

he received the degree ot B. Sc. in 1903, W1 th honors in chemistry and 

sociology. In 1905 he was graduated from the School of Forestry, Yale 

University, with the degree of M. F. 

· The summer prior to his graduation from the Yale School ot 

Forestry, 1,l'r, Silcox worked as a :forest student in t he Bureau ot 

Forestr,y o'f the Department ot Agrieulture, and v1as enge.ged in making 

a working plan covering approximately 60,000 acres of forest in '\'!est 

Virginia for the u. s. Coal and Coke Company. On July 1, 1905, he 

entered the United States Forest Service as a r anger having passed the 

Civil Service Examinations, and was assigned to duty on t~hat was then 

knorJD. aa the Leadville National Forest in Colorado. In September of 

t hat year he was pl aced in charge of the lioly Cross Nat i onal Forest in 

that State as acting supervisor and early in J anuary of the n~xt yee.r 

he was sent to the San Juan end Montezuma National Forests in Colorado 

to set up adm1nist rative ors;anizations. After the completion of this work 

h e serve~ as a .Forest Inspeator in i·:ashington, D. C., handling special 

assignments to the western btatea . \.hen o. distri ct o~fice was set up at 

l:as:::oula, tlontana., in 1908 he w::;.s me.de associate G.i strict forester. Ue was 
_,~;.; , ,. . .,, . 

appointed <~tl:'lct forester f'or the Northern Rocky Mountain region on 

July l, 1911, which .f:.OSition he held until 1917. 
...... ........ 

Shortly after t ha outbreak of the '.:orld riar, he w:1s given 1Iil1tary 

l eave and entered the 20th (Forest ) Engineers of the American Expeditionary 

Force, with a captain's co!ll'.ili ssion • .t.fter l ess then e. year ' s s :irvice in 

this branch, he was Gal acted by the Secretary of Labor and t ho Shipping 
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Board to head a bureau to handle labor .problem5 at the shipyards at 
.----.: 

Seattle. Ylashington •• 

Follow1ng the war Mr. Silcox vent to Chicago as Director ot 

Industrial Relations for the oommarcial printing industry• r6maining 

thore until 1922 when he became Director ot Industrial Rel&t1on8 of 

the New York Employing Printers' Association. On November 15. 1933. -,f.---::-

he left the latter position to reenter the Forest Service as Chief 

Forester, succeeding the late Robert ·y. Stuart. 

Mr. Silcox was married in 1908 to Miss Marie Louise Thatcher 

of Charleston, s.c. 

Ro iB a member of the Society of American Foresters, Phi" Kappa 

Sigma, and has served on numberous forestry and conservation committees. 

· o 
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Release - Immediate WASHINGTON, D. C.t December 20, 1939 

F. A. s.nocx:, CHIEF, u.s. FOREST SERVICE 
Fc:rest l::c-r.r i G~ :'.:~efeI"ence File DIES 'OF HEAJlT ATTACK AFTER :BRIEF ILLNESS 

r:t~ t d"' l 
F. A. Silcox, Chief of the Forest Service, U. s. Department of Agriculture, 

died at ten-thirty tr~s morning following a heart attack. Mr. Silcox had been at 

his home, 310 South Loe Stroot, Alexandria, ~"'ld under doctor•s care since last 

Wednesday. Up to that time, ho had boon apparently in good health since ho returned 

to his work following treatment for coronary thrombosis in 1938. 

Ho wo1lld have boon 57 on Christmas Day. 

"Tho death of Mr. Silcox is a blo,;,, to the whole .American movement for con
servation of -human and natural resourccs,tt said Secretn.ry Wallace• MAs this nows 
reaches them, tho legion of mon and women at work on all the many fronts of th~s 
movement to save and use wisoiy our abund.mico of manpower Md tho physical resources 
fool a sense of personal loss, and of los~ for tho cause of developing a bettor 
American civilization. Mr. Silcoxrs wide-ranging intelligence, inspirational load~ 
crship and groat energy were devoted with complete selflessness to tho public serv
ice in a score of ways aside from his extremely competent ad.ministration of the 
Forest Service. His work is commemorated in a government orgonization of highest 
efficiGncy nnd esprit de corps -- and in tho grateful remembrn.nce of great service 
to many of tho worthy civic enterprises th,~t American citizens arc co.rrying oh 
today. 11 

Mr. Silcox became Chief of tho U. S. Forest Service on November 15, 1933, 

following the death of Robert Y. Stuart. Ho came to tho position with an outstand-

ing record of sorvico in forestry and in industrial relntions, and an intense and 

devoted interest in forest consorvntion, especially in its relation to humnn wel-

faro. 

Mr. Silcox entered tho Forest Service in 1905 as a forest assistnnt. Ho rose 

through various grades and in 1910 became Regional Forester of the Nort_hern Rocky 

Mountain National Forest Region, in charge of all activities on some 26 million acres 

of nntional forest land in Montana, Northeastern Washington, n.nd Northern !do.ho. 

Shortly after tho outbreak of thG World War, he was given military leave from 

tho Forest Service to accept a commission as Major in tho 20th Engineers. Ho 

1115-40 



helped to select foresters for officers of the regiment, and was in military 

service from August 1917 to April 1918. Because of his experience and dealings 

rm th I. w. w. labo~ in the forests of Northern Idaho and Montana, when he was 

l
/ regional forester, he was asked by the Secretary of .Labor and the Director of the 

-U._S. Shippipg Board to straighten out labor difficulties in the Seattle shipyards. 

In April 1918 he came east to coordinate Federal emuloyment offices with the 

States, reorganized the New York office and State and Federal cooperation employ-

ment offices throughout Massachusetts. A year later he accepted the position of 

director of industrial relations of the Commercial Branch of the Printing Industry 

ot the United States and Canad.a. 

For 11 years previous to his becoming Chief of the Forest Service, he was 

. director of industrial relations for the New York Employing Printers Association, 

ew York City, and handled all wage negoUa.tions with eight printing Trades Unions; 

established, nnd built up three schools for apprentice training with $00 appren-

·/ tices o.ttenaing~ and served ~s treasurer for tho s1fh.ools which were jointly directe~ 
i 
( and finnnccd by the employed, tho Unions, and tho Bonrd of Education of tho City of 

~· 
Ne\tl York • 

. ln 1936, Silcox served as arbitrator in the famous New York City elevator 

strike, having been selected with tho endorsement of both the employers f bon.rd and 

tho building employees' union. 

Silcox was born in Columbus, Ga., December 25, 1882 nnd was a graduate of 

the College of Charleston, s. c. whore ho received his :BG.Choler of Science degree 

in 1903 with honors in chemistry and sociology. In 1905 he was graduated from the 

School of Forestry, Yolo University, with tho degree of Master of Forestry. 

His en.roar in forestry bogn..~ the summer prior to his grnd.uation from Yalo, 

when ho worked as a forest student in what was then the :Bureau of Forestry of the 

1115.Jto~ 
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u. S. Dopn:rtmont of Agriculture, and was engaged in making a working plan covering 

approximately 60,000 acres of forest in West Virginia for the U. S~ Coal and Coke 

Company. When he entered the Forest Service in July, 1905, after passing the civil 

service examinntion, ho was assigned to duty on what was then known as tho Leadville 

National Forest in Colorado. In September ho was placed in charge of tho Holy Cross 

Nationnl Forest in Colorado as acting supervisor and in January of tho next yoar ho 

was sent to tho San Juan and Montezuma National Forests to establish administrative 

organizations. Following com1,lotion of his work thoro, ho served as forest inspoc-

tor in Washington, D. C., handling special assignments to . tho western Sto.,tos. When 

a rogionnl office was sot up at Missoula, Montana in 1908, ho was mndo associate 

regional forester and became regional forester for the Northern Rocky Mountain 

Region on July 1, 1910, where he remained until ho entered tho World War in 19l"Z:__, 

He be.came Chief of tho Forest Service at a time when tho Service was launch-( 

ing a vastly expanded program of conservation work, including development and J 
l 

I 
supervision of work projects for hundreds of CCC camps and thousands of relief work-

crs. Under his leadership, tho Forest Servi co was reorganized in 1935, in li-ne-..J 

with tho expanded progrrun. 

His annual reports, outlining the future needs nnd progrems of forestry in 

the Uni tod Sto.tos, have attracted wide attention, a lnrgo portion of his 1939 report 

now in process of publication being given to a discussion of tho privately owned 

forests and problems facing private owners as the major fnctors in tho Nationls 

forest situn.tion. 

Ill Ho is tho nuthor of a groat number of articles dealing with forestry Ell1d 

industrial and labor relations of tho printing industry, in trade nnd scientific 

journals and in popular publications. 

---EB 1115~40..".3 
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INFORMATION FOR TJIE PRESS 
United States Department of Agricul~ure 

Release - Immediate WASH!NGTON, D. c., December 20, 1939 

F• >-• SitOO~, CHIEF, U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
DIES OF HEART ATTACK AFTER BRIE!l' ILLNESS 

/IO( - ~ 

F. A. Silcox,-Chief of the Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

died at ten-thirty this mornint;; following a heart attack. Mr. Silcox had been at 

his homo, 310 South Loe Str?ct, Alexandria , and under doctor 1 s care since last 

Wednesday. Up to that time, he had been apparently in good health since he r eturned 

to his work following treatment for coronary thrombosis in 1938·. 

He wonld have boon 57 on Christmas Day. 

"/ "The death of Mr. Silcox is a blo-\., to tho whole .American movement for con-
servation of human and nntural resources, 11 said Secretary Wallace. "As this news 
roaches them, the legion of men and women at work on all the many fronts of this 
movement to save and use wisoiy our abundance of manpower and tho ph:ysicD.l resources 
feel a sense of personal loss, ruid of los~ for the cause of developing a better 
American civilization. Mr. Silcox Is wido-runging intelligence, inspirational lead
ership and great energy were dovotod with complete selflessness to tho public serv
ice in a score of ways aside from his extremely competent administrati on of the 
Forest Service. His work is commemorated in a goverrunent organization of highest 
efficiency end ospri t de corps -- and in tho grateful r emembrance of great service 
to mC1.11y of the worthy civic enterprises thnt Americc.n citizens arc cnrrying on 
today. 11 

~ Mr. Silcox became Chief of tho U. S. Forest Service on November 15, 1933, 

following the death of Robert Y. Stuart. He crune to the position with nn out stand-

ing rccor~_ of service in forestry n.nd in industrial relations , nnd nn intense and 

devoted interest in forest conservation, especially in i ts r el ntion to human wol-

fn.rc. 

Mr. Silcox entered the Forest Service in 1905 as a forest ass istant . He r ose 

through various grades and in 1910 became Regional Forester of the Norther n Rocky 

Mountain National Forest Region, in charge of all activities on some 26 million acrES 

of national forest lond in Montana, Northeastern Washington, and Northern IdD.ho . 

Shortly after the outbrc11k of the World War, he was given military leave from 

the Forest Service to accept a co!!U:lission as Major in tho 20th Engineers. He 
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helped to select foresters for officers of the regiment, and was in military 

service from August 1917 to April 1918. Because of his experience and dealings 

with I. W. w. labor in the fofests of Northern Idaho and Montana, when he was 

regional forester, he was asked by the Secretary of Labor and the Director of the 

U. s. Shipping Board to straighten out labor difficulties i n the Seattle shipyards. 

In April 1918 he came east to coordinate Federal. emuloyment offices with the 

States, reorganized the New York office and State and Federal cooperation employ

ment offices throughout Massachusetts. A year later he accepted the position of 

director of industria l r elations of the Commercial Branch of the Printing Industry 

of the United States and Canad.a. 

For 11 years previous to his becoming Chief of the Forest Service, he was 

director of industrial relations for the Mew York Employing Printers Association, 

New York City, and hand.led nll woge negotiations with eight printing Trades Unions; 

established, nn~ built up three schools for apprentice trmning \"lith 800 appren

tices attending• and. served ~s treasurer for the schools which were jointly directed 

and finru:iccd by tho employed, tho Unions, and the Bo~rd of Education of the City of 

New York. 

In 1936, Silcox served as arbitrator in the frunous New York City elevator 

strike, having been selected with the endorsement of both the employers' boo.rd lllld 

tho building employees' union. 

Silcox was born in Columbus, Ga., December 25, 1882 nnd was a gradu~tc of 

the College of Charleston, S, c. whcro ho r eceived his Bncholor of Science degree 

in 1903 with honors in chemistry an~ sociology. In 1905 ho was grruluated from the 

School of Forestry, Yolo University, with tho degree of Master of Forestry. 

His en.rear in forestry began tho summer prior to his graduation from Yalo, 

when he worked ns a forest studen,t in who.t was t hen tho Bureau of Forestry of tho 
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U. S. Depn.rtmcnt of Agriculture, and was engaged in making a worki ng plan covering 

approximo.tely 60,000 acres of forest in West Virginia for the U. s. Coal and Coke 

Company. When he entered the Forest Service in July, 1905, after passing the civil 

service examination, he was assigned to duty on what was then known as the Leadville 

National Forest in Colorado. In September he was placed in charge of the Holy Cross 

Nationol Forest in Colorado as acting supervisor and in JDnunry of tho next year he 

was sent to the San Juo.n and Montezuma National Forests to establish admini strative 

organizations . F?llowing completion of his work there , ho served as forest inspoc-

tor i n Washington, D. C., handling specit?l assignments to tho western St~tes. When 

a regionn:L office wo.s set up o.t Missoula, Montana in 1908, ho was mo.do associate 

r egional forester and became regional foreste r for the Nor thern Rocky Mountain 

Region on ,July 1, 1910, where he remained until he entered the Worl d War in 1917. 

Ho be,camo Chief of the Forest Service at a time when the Service was l aunch-

ing a vastl y cxpan4ed progrrun of conservation wo r k, including devel opment and 

supervision of work projects for hu.."'ldreds of CCC comps a.."'ld thousands o~ relief work-

ers . Under his leader ship, the Forest Service was reorganized in 1935, in line 

with the e:x:pari.dod progrrun. 

His annual reports, outlining the future needs £1.lld progrnms of f orestry in 

the United States, have attr acted wide attention, a large portion of his 1939 report 

now in process of publication being given to a discussion of the privately owned 

forests and prob:\.ems facing pri vate owners as the major factors in the No,tion ts 

forest situation. 

He is the author of a groat number of articles denl ing with forestry ruid 

industrial .and l abor relat i ons of tho printing industry, in t r ade o...t1.d scientific 

journals and in popular publications. 
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i\ · WE, THE PEOPLE 
~ :4;<2>/it By Jay Franklin 

~>tdi.tal:i~ 
F. A. SILCOX 

AS I was crossing Constitution Avenue on my way to the 
white marble Department of Agriculture, a tall figure 

wav~d to me. It wa~ Death, so I stepped quickly and let 
the truck, which had almost run me down, thunder past. 

I waved back at Death.' He's an old ac· 
quaintance of mine by now and, though I 
hesitate to Gall him a friend, I've known 
those who welcome him. 

Just then I was very much annoyed with 
Death. Within >three successive days he had 
taken Heyw:ood Broun, the lovely wife of a 
c01'lsin ot' mine,' and the Chi~f Fort ester of 
the United States-an old friend-who had 
come doWil'with heart disease as an elm 
crashes in still weather, not as I would have 
liked him. to g;o, as an oak struck by light-

. ning in an equinoctial gale. 
Jay Franklm "What's the idea of taking Silcox?" I 

l\ . d' h h ? demanded"'~rily. "What:.. are you 01hg up ere, any ow. 

MR;s MMN?X:. 
~ 
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I thought ydu were busy il1 Finland and .on the North Sea-
nQt to m~ntion Montevided." I ~ 

Death smiled rather grimly. "T~A-
find I can leave that to my ·self· . r 
appointed deputies," he said. "Who 
did you say? Silcox?" 

"F. A. Silcox," I said, "Chief For- ' 
ester of the United States-a South
erner, · a liberal, a scholar and a \. 
gentleman." 

DEATH SHOOK his head. "Can't 
say that I place your friend'," he / 

remarked·. "I'm kept pretty busy, 
you know." . 

"Silcox," I repeated. "He's the - - = =-~---:---:-------~ 
man who made the .CCC click, the ear about them. A,nd you mean 
man who settled the elevator strike , to say you don't know Silco:i;: when J 

in New York, the man who started he's staying with you rfght now?" I 
1 the huge shelter-belt of trees out DEATH LOOKED b I 

bn the edge of the Great Plains, 
0 

o-h ?m,,arrassed. "I 
the man who turned down the of- " u., t to, kno_w him, h~ agreed, 
fer of the job of Undersecretary of d~~! ~cant q1;11te?Rlace him. What 
the Interior in order to hold the " , e look like · I 
.I<'orest Service- in the Department I ;'1?ds ~' b;ttlhl, lea~, well-_set man," 
of Agriculture.'' · - - · _ . ai • wi ~h1te hair, bright 

~ eye~,~and-a s:qg)& that you ca 't · 
. 'You must know Silcox," I .con- forget.'" - n 

1 

tmued. "He's .b~en ~irting with "You don't mean 'Sil' 
rou for years, g1vmg himself to his chance?'' asked Death 
~~b long after the doctors warned "That's it! Silcox ·or 

by any I 
'~ii,'" I 

~1i;1 to 150 easy. Why," r-argued, agreed. 
Silcox 1s one of our great public "Oh Sil'' said Death "S . , I 

servants k 'h. ' · ure. 
• • · ' ~0'X 1111 well. I'm going 1:0 miss · 

. "I've seen him in the tropical him, too. He didn't stay with me 
Jungles of Puerto Rico, I've run long, you know." 
across this trail in the lively little "Don't all your guests generally 
town of Mi~soula in Western Mon- 1 rem a~ n with you?" I inquired 
tana, down m the steamy pine-bar-" sarcastically. 
rens of the Carolinas, out by the 

1 
"Not all and least of all Sil" I 

snowy peaks of Oregon and amid Death told me.. "And I wanted ~o : 
· tl:l.e dams and dynamos of the TVA. have a talk with him, too but I 

He fought for conservation when was called away to Bueno~ Aires 
T.aft was J:"resident. He kept down to take charge of a brave German 
trouble with the IWWs in the i naval. officer whose stupid Fuehre>r 
Northwest during the first World 1 had disgraced him, and by the time 
War. He did a swell job in labor I got back, Sil had left." 
~·elations for ~he New York print- ::what's he doing now?" I asked. 
~ng trades durmg ~he 1930s, and af- 1;!e v:as too vital to stay with 
ter his predecessor died of over- r:ie, said Death. "Now he's out 
work. he took charge of the United timbercruisin~ in the Garden of ! 
States Forest Service in 1933 and j Eden to see if he can't cut away 
gave the peo.,le of this co~ntry , the ~e~?s and vines from the Tree 
all he had until it killed him. He of Life. . 
was a great man, the sort of man (Copyright, 1939.) 
we build monuments t when we i)'1 ~---=~====~~'-----ll.~ 

-• 
Copy 1 
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Irrespec ~v~ the immediate considerations that may have motiva 
lature, this measure acc --'r-cl:s..,y~Jl with the conclusion of For~sj,,,.S&J:-\Y-!"C'~ 
t ial benefits from the extensi~N'~t'i'-0'na~ accrue to the Sta ............... _ 
the tax loss , in the absence of §.Q measure, ra.dis-l<li:F.g,~1¥,,.,,.g,n th 
units . Texas i~;t;.he-f'i'rstState to take aGt .ion of this kind, ~ll 
Penn~e for some time made partial recompense to their local, 
losses resulting from acquisition of National Forests . 

F. A. SILCOX 

(From Jay Franklin's syndicated column "We , The People 

As I was crossing Constitution Avenue on my way to the white marble Department of 
Agriculture, a tall figure waved to me. It was Death, so I stepped quickly and let the truck , 
whi ch had almost run me down, thunder past. I waved back at Death. He's an old acquaintance 
of mine by now and, though I hesitate to call him a friend, ['ve known those who welcome him. 

Just then I was very much annoyed with Death. Within three successive days he had taken 
Heywood Broun , the lovely wife of a cousin of mine, and the Chief Forester of the United 
States - - an old friend -- who had come down with heart disease as an elm crashes in still 
weather, not as I would have liked him to go, as an oak struck by lightning in an equinoctial 
gale. 

11 What 1 s the idea of taking Silcox?" I demanded angrily . "What are you doing up here, 
anyhow? I thought you were busy in Finland and on the North Sea --not to mention Montevideo . " 

Death smiled rather grimly . 11 I find I can leave that t o my self- appoint ed deputies" , 
he said . "Who did you say? Silcox?" 

11 F . A. Silcox," I said, 11 Chief forester of the United States -- a Southerner , a liberal , 
a scholar and a g,ntleman. 11 

Death shook his head. "Can't say that I place your friend, 11 he remarked. "I'm kept 
pretty busy, you know." 

"Silcox , 11 I repeated . "He's the man who made the CCC cl i ck , the man who settled the 
vator s"trike in New York, the man who started the huge shelter-belt of trees out on the 

\ edge of the Great Plains, the man who turned down the offer of the job of Undersecretary of 
the Interior in order to hold the Forest Service in the Department of Agriculture." v-

"You · must know Silcox," I continued. "He ' s been flirting with you for ·years , giving 
himself to his job long after the doctors warned him to go easy. "Why," I argued, "Silcox is 
one of our great public servants . 

"I' ve seen him in the tropical jungles of Pue rto Rico, I've run across his trail in 
the lively little town of Missoula in Western Montana, down in the s teamy pine- barrens of the 
Carolinas , out by the snowy peaks of Oregon and amid the dams and dynamos of the TVA .X He 
fought for conservation when Taft was President . He kept down trouble with the JWWs in the 
Northwest during the first World War . He did a swell job in labor relations for the New 
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York printing trades during the 1930s, and after his predecessor died of overwork, he took 
charge of the United States Forest Service in 1933, and gave the people of this country all 
he had. until it killed him . He was a great man, the sort of man we build monuments to when 
we hear about them. )( And you mean to say you don't know Silcox when he ' s staying with you 
right now?" 

Death looked embarrassed . "I ought to know him, " he agreed, "but I can't quite place 
him . What does he look like?" 

"He's a tall, lean, well-set man," I said , "with white hair, bright eyes, and a smile 
that you can't forget." 

"You don't mean 'Sil' by any chance?" asked Death. 

"That's it! " Silcox or 'Sil'," I agreed. 

"Oh, Sil," said Death. "Sure! I know him well. I'm going to miss him, too. He didn't 
stay with me long, you know." 

"Don't all your guests generally remain with you?" I inquired sarcastically. · 

"Not all and least of all Sil," Death told me. "And I wanted to have a talk with him, 
too, but I was called away t o Buenos Aires to take charge of a brave German naval officer 
whose stupid Fuehrer had disgraced him, and by the time I got back, Sil had left . " 

"What's he doing now?" I asked. 

"He was too vital ·to stay with me," said Death . "Now he's out timber-cruising in the 
Garden of Eden to see if he can't cut away the weeds and vines from the Tree of Life." 

(Jay Franklin was a close personal friend of Mr. Silcox. -Ed.) 

~ 
.i•.,,.~ ,.,.,., .... 

, By C. B. Sutliff, R. l ,,,, .... 
P ""'' 

MORE ABOUT "FORGOTTEN MEN" 

·>~,.~ 

article, "CCC Foremen--For .,e'·t't-;n Men", which appeared in the December 
11 issue of the Service Bu et in, is a comm~b1e contribution in behalf of the cause of one 
group of men for · whom the For t Service,.-..-is responsible. It should serve as a stimulus to 

/"' 
action also in behalf of another :·ifp of Forest Service employees who, too, may well be 
classed as "Forgotten Men" . Wl;_g«/are t '? The fire guards and seasonal employees of the 
Forest Service; the very ba~wone of the fore , protection organization; those men upon whom 
the Service invariably re1 ie~ in times of emergenc be it fire, flood, insects or organization 
expansion to accommoda,y(' emergency relief work meas s. Yes, they, the fire guards and 

r 
seasonal workers, ar;i:•'the men upon whom the Service depen ~~ emergencies and for jobs which 
require individua,J "l nitiative, skill . and dependability . Yet, vm~ funds are low they are laid 
off without cerftmony and the fruits of their labors go unsung or, O'es~onally, are accredited 

to others, / · -........ ... 

--
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( CotJFIDEi~TIAL . - SERVICE) . L 
!'Jard on 1945 Budget All owances Expec ed .Last ·We·ek in November 
'l'he hearings before the Budget Bureau on the Department Estimates for the fiscal 
year 1945 have recently been compl eted and it is anticipated that the Director 
of the Budget will inform the Secreta\.y and the War Food . Administrator 6f the 
President 1 s budget allowan<;es during the last week of ifovember . Within two days 
after the bureaus are advised of ~he f resident ' s determinations, the i'.ead of each 
bureau must submit to the Departm~nt a ·brief statement of the effects of any 
changep ;nade in the Department Estima~es, including changes in approprlation. l an
guage .. When such allowances are recel'.ved, they must be treated as §trictly con
fidential until the Budget is officia~ly tran.s;nitted to Congress by the President. 
This will probably be just after the ~eginning of the new year. 

Signal Corps To Produce Fire Training , ilm 
Word has b,een received f rom the Coinm.::n~ing General , Ar my Grou..'1d Forces, War · 
Department> thAt the Si gnal C9rps Photographic Producti on Branch has arranged for 
the production of a fire training film \.for the purpose of training soldiers in 
forest fire prevention and suppression .\ · 

v!FFP C<l.moaign - 1944 \ · 
The 194h Wartime Forest Fire Prevention ~\campaign has r eceived enthusiastic approval 
by the Secretary.' s Office and the Office! of War InformRtion, as well as by the 
Forest Service . The bnsic design for the 1944 campaign consists of the head and 
shoulders of a forest r anger whose f ace !s light ed by ~eflection from the flaming 
words 11 Prevent .. Forest Fires . '' The t ag l ' ne, a s finally a.Jproved by the OWI; is 
11 Gre:.ter De.nger Than Ever . " \ . 

This r anger design will be reproduced as ~ 24-sheet poster and a car or window card_, 
both in 4 colors; and as a fire rules car~ in 2 colors . Rearranged, it will al so 
be reproduced as a 4-color 20x28 11 poster, J s a 2- color 3x5" envelope stuffer, as a 
color ed "decal" for use on bus, automobile r::i.nd other windows, and a~ a s\emp about 
lxl~" in size . · · \ , 

In ~ddition to the poster just mentioned, Walt Disney has don~ted ~n exceedingly 
attractive 4- color poster showing Bambi, 'i'ht~per, and Flower ple11di ng, "Please , 
Bist er, Don't Be Careless - Prevent Forest Fires. 11 

There will also be a new movie tri=iil er, new ~dio .platters , 6 new sponsor ed news-
paper Qdvertisements, a r eprint of 4 11 How To It" posters, etc. 

The ce.mpai gn mat erial w::'ts plJ.nned by the Foote Cone and Belding Advertising Agency 
of Los Anueles, a~ting as Task Forc e foI'. the W, Advertising Council 1 Besides pro
ducing both plan and copy, this concern is also r e sponsible for the art work. 

' . 
An::iua l Calibration of Fuel Moisture Sticks 
r,. ~ L~ Hayes of the Appal3.chi e.n forest Experiment Str..tion writes :, 11We a re- now supply
i ng over 540 sets of fuel moisture sticks annu~l 1y to fire danger stations through
out Regions 7 and 8 . They go to Forest Service, ~~tional P~rk Service, State, Pri
v.:;.t e , U.S. Narine Corps, and U.S . Army stations. · We have. to prepar e , weather, and 
c ~librate ~bout 2, 000 individu~l sticks annually o provide , after normal culling, 
the more than 540 sets of three sticks each that are issued.fl 

(~ver) 
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Honor Awards for Department Employees P+a'nne d (Confidentia l In-Service) 
Mr~ Watts has been. appointed by the Sec-fet ary a s member of a Dep<>.rtmental committee 
to develop a pl an for honor 3War<ls fox/Department employees. The W. 0. Clerical 
Staff, who he.ve been requested ·t-0 .a·sLi..st . ih this project e.r e now hoiding confer
ences of a cro s.~-.:.sectio11 of. W~ O. ~)loyees and field officers in the W. 0, on 
det ail to secure their ideas oh q~~fications, .for awa rds, types of awards, and 
just how such a plan might best 9per ate, DisC'ussions hav:e . .'been held with r epre
sent:lti ve groups of cl erical · e~·oyees, s ec.ti<?n heads , and junior administrators, 
an d meetings will be held with r epresent ativeaivision chiefs an~ assistan~ c~iefs 

: ·shortly. The Se~retnry has r quested that the Departmental comnuttee sub.nut its 
plan · by Ja~uary 1. · 

'. . . ..... ~ . 
To Attend St.de Foresters 
DZ°vid Godwin c.nd Dic.k Hmc\i the. W!· 0! are .attending ·a meeting of the State 
Foresters in Region 7 in . hiladelphia today. i1r. Godwin will discuss with the 
gr o ui(the new equipment devel opment project and the Forest Fire Fighters pr ogr am. 
for the coming season. 1-Ir~. Hammatt will describe the 1944 Wartime Forest Fire 
Prevention Campaign . 

17/ Shio To Be Nnmed .fo/ .Mr. Silcox ·· · · .. 
The I:·h ritime Commission announces that one of the Libert~ Ships 1?~ing constructed 

, in t he Perm2nente l'1etals Corpor ::i.tion shipyards at Richmond, California, will be 
f nnmed the "Fe ndinand A. Silcox'' in ·honqr of. the l at e Chi ef of the Forest Service, 
' La unch:lng dat e will be announced l ater. (Califor ni a Region Administrative Digest, 

November 10) t.__ __ 

News from the Front 
A fore st er in the military 

My p~esent resid~~fe is somewher e in North Africa. Ther e appears t o 
be a gap · and apparently consider abl e one in my career as a Forest 
Officer. Personal sacri ~·ce is a no more nqble term for me thaq any 
Forest offic.er wqo is sta ing at home. d.oing his ~ob and contri buting 
to forestry progress . I eel my . cont~ibution is worthwhile! But 
my hopes and dreams, as al~thers, lie -with my profession and the 
day I cah r eturn to it ~ · · · 

Life ov~r h~re i s . r ugged beyo , d any reasonable doubt, but I find my 
backgr ound in improvising and getting. along with your f ellowmen of 
immensurable value to me . The e i~ something_ go?d in anything bad. 

Sincer ely trust everything is w 11 with y ou and the Fore st Service . 
Personally my figure ha s l eaned and· I have a hungry l ook but 
I 1 m well and happy. 

No More P~~~ng Cards Available before Christmas 
An or der has just been placed for mor e than 200 decks of t he gr een playing car ds 

· .. with the gold FS s hiel d on the back, whi\ h were made available to the field per
sonnel a s announced in t he "Digest" of lfovember 6. It will take about two weeks 
t.o fill t his order,. and the cards will .be\ mailed as soon as received~ The printer 
advises us that due to conditions beyond li!i.s control he can accept no f urther 
orders until after ·Christmas. · consequentl~ , all orders and money r eceived after 
November 18 will be held by us f or purchase\ of cards aft er Christmas, unless 
othe rwise advised . \ 

2 
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It is natural that many men in the Service are thinking of ways in which to do honor ~,(/'_ 

, to the memory of Mr. Silcox. Among others, the Regional Forester of Region 2 has wished to ]t.p~ 
have the services of our late Chief in organizing what are now the Montezuma and San Juan /.Ii() 
Forests in the winter of 1905-6 commemorated by naming for him some prominent feature in those 
National Forests. His first proposal was to change an unsatisfactory name for a mountain 
to Mt . Silcox . This name, however, has been preempted by thirty years of map usage, Forest 

i Service , Corps of Engineers U.S.A., and Geological Survey, for a prominent peak in the Cabinet 
Forest, overlooking the valley of the Clark Fork and used as a triangulation station and as a 
lookout. The Acting Chief has therefore decided , with the concurrence of all Assistant Chiefs 
who were in Wa,shington at the time, that it is best not to attempt to name another mountain 
for Mr. Silcoic and that the naming of additional geographic features in his honor should be 
confined to some other feature or features than mountains. 

Mt . Silcox in the Cabinet National Forest, Montana, has an elevation of 6,855 feet and 
is located about 4 miles northeast of Thompson Falls, the headquarters of that National Forest. 
The name appears on the Forest Atlas sheet for this portion of the National Forest published 
in 1909 and it has appeared on all administrative maps of the Cabinet Forest since that time. 
It also appears on the Thompson Falls quadrangle sheet published by the Geological Survey in 

. 1937. Its use as a triangulation point has led to the accurate determination of its location 
~atitude 47°38' .89", Longitude 115°16'49.90" , 



~-, 
MEMORIAL TO SILCOX IS STARTED ON MOUNT NAJ.l'iED FOR Hl"LT 

Preliminary work on a memoriilt"O Ferdinand A. Silcox, former Chief of the 
Forest Service, has been started on Mount Silcox in the Cabinet ·National Forest, 
Montana., according to Daniel F. 1.lcGowan, chairman of the memorial committee. 
The time and place of dedicatory ceremonies will be al'.Ulounced when the memorial 
is completed and final arranp;ements made. ft'\ l) <:.,. r 

fc' \ 
TWO I.TORE R-NINERS GET ARMY 

Latest R-9 men to go o the Army are George M. Lang, junior forester at 
Camp F..;14 on the Chippewa, an Edgar otto Rogers, squad foreman of laborers at 
Camp F-24 on the :Uark Twain. 

R. O. ENGINEER YJORKS ON SUPERI01 FOR SEVI~RAL VVEEKS 
Becaus-e of the illness of Quent:ili J. Meeuwsen, engineer on the SuperiorJ 

who is not expected back on the j b for six or eight weeks, Francis D. McGuire 1 

R. o. engineer, left for the Super· or Monday to assist in getting work underway 
on two or three major projects • T ese include the Prairie Portage Dam on the 
International Boundary, the McDouga· Lake Dam, and possibly the layout of the 
Ely seaplane base on Shagawa Lake. 

HERE'S ON~ FOR THE DIRECTORY 
The Paul s. Newcombs, recently 

establish their home sweet home at 772 
middle of this month. 

eturned to Region 9 from New ~ngland, will 
Stickney, Wauwatosa, shortly after the 

VITAMIN B-1 IS FED TO PLANTS THROUGH TR •' TED STICI\S 
Science News Letter of June'l'S'ays \that vitamin B-1 is conveniently sup

plied to plants by sticks of green wood, i pregnated with the vitamin. These 
are thrust into the soil c~ose to the root • Every t;ime the plant is watered 3 

the vita.min is released. 
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0 THE P.EIDIIANEI'1"TE METALS CORPN. 

Shipyard Number One 
Richmond, California 

-~DV 2 7 1943 
p 

y 

Mr. s. B. Shmv, Re gional Forester 
Forest Service 
760 Market Street 
San Francisco 2, California 

Dear Sir: 

November 9, 1943 
,~ . .... 

This viill answer your letter of November 5 requesting . infe-r~'-"' " " · ' 
mation on the Liberty ship "Ferdinand A. Silcox0

• 

The keel for the Silcox was laid on October 18 at 11:15 p.m., 
was launched October 28th and has been delivered. Mrs. 
Donald Stivers, wife of the Marine Machinist Superintendent, 
sponsored the boat. 

We are sorry that the information on this ship comes at such 
a late time, but we were not aware of your i nterest in the 
vessel. 

Sincerely, 

PERMANENTE METALS CORP., 
KAISER COMPANY HTC., 
KAISER CARGO INC., 
SHIPYARDS AT RICHJYiOND. 

/s/Norris Nash 
Director of Public Relations 

..... ~~ ...... .,.. .. ' 
' . ,.:.i<• . 
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