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Grey Towers

The home of Gifford Pinchot is one of the most
significant cultural resources administered by
the Forest Service of The U.S. Department of
Agriculture,

Nestled among the Pocono mountains of north-
eastern Pennsylvania, Grey Towers commands a
magnificent view of Milford and the Delaware River
Valley. The French chateauesque summer home
was designed by Richard Morris Hunt for the James
Pinchot family in 1885. Hunt, a family friend and
leading American architect, combined his French
schooling with the desires of his client to produce a
design which symbolized the French heritage of the
Pinchots while incorporating local materials.

For the two decades surrounding the turn of the
century, the elder Pinchots and their children spent
many enjoyable summers at Grey Towers entertain-
ing numerous guests for afternoon teas, dinner par-
ties and outdoor activities. It was on this country
estate that Gifford Pinchot, with encouragement
from his father James, developed the desire to pur-
sue professional forestry.

Grey Towers served as another important career link
for Gifford, when after devoting twenty years to

scientific forestry, he turned his attention toward
Pennsylvania politics. Grey Towers became his legal
residence, and shortly thereafter he married Cornelia
Bryce, an energetic lady from Long Island, New

York.

Gifford’s longstanding fondness of Grey Towers was
complimented by his wife's desire to modernize and
improve the home's interior and surrounding land-
scape. Cornelia transformed the 1880's mansion
into a modern home more suited to their active
lifestyle. This transformation enlarged the library,
created a sitting room, and moved the dining room
outdoors.

The Pinchots strongly believed in a blending of
structure and landscape. They initiated a design
theme to create numerous walkways, patios,
gardens and water areas that surrounded the home
and two other outbuildings which were constructed
between 1920 and 1930. These buildings were ap-
propriately named the Letter Box and Bait Box. The
Letter Box served as a political office for Gifford Pin-
chot, while the Bait Box was used as a playhouse
for their son.

Grey Towers and its surroundings are a window to
the Pinchot’s world.




A Family Portrait

James Pinchot, the son of a Frenchman, was born
and raised in the Pennsylvania hamlet of Milford.
His career began as a clerk in a New York City dry
goods store; within six years he was a partner in a
lucrative wallpaper firm. James became wealthy and
took pride in the fact that his means of gaining
wealth had created no slums, fouled no rivers, and
wasted no valuable resources. Universally admired
and respected, he helped establish the American
Museum of Natural History, the executive committee
for the Statue of Liberty, and the first Model Tene-
ment Association. James was also a mainstay in the
American Forestry Association and together with his
sons founded and endowed the Yale Forest School.
Through this venture a forestry summer camp and
field study area was established on the family’s Grey
Towers estate.

After retiring from business at age 44, James and his
wife Mary provided a constant and influential
presence in the lives of their three children. Gifford,
Antoinette and Amos received all of the benefits
wealthy children of the Victorian age were ac-
customed to. In addition to travels abroad, private
tutors and outings in the countryside, the children of
James and Mary were surrounded by prominent
relatives and associates of the family. As a result of
this attention, the young Pinchots developed strong
moral and intellectual beliefs.

Antoinette, as the wife of a British
diplomat, centered her energies on the
. social causes of Europe. During World
| War [ she organized and managed the
American hospital in Ris Orange,
France.

Trained as a lawyer, Amos served as a
trustee for the Association for Improv-
ing the Condition of the Poor and
founder and member of the Executive
Board of the American-Civil Liberties
Union.

Current Ownership and Administration

The Forest Service now administers and maintains
Grey Towers and 102 acres of grounds that includes
formal gardens, expansive lawns and woodlands.
The present holdings were conveyed to the Forest
Service by Pinchot’s heirs in 1963.

Dedication ceremonies for the Pinchot Institute for
Conservation Studies which marked a new era in
Pinchot conservation were held on the grounds on
September 24, 1963. President John F. Kennedy
was the principal speaker. For Kennedy it was the
first stop on a conservation tour of America. He
referred to this trip as a “journey to save America’s
natural heritage—a journey to preserve the past and
protect the future.”

The journey continues. In 1983 the National Friends
of Grey Towers, a private non-profit educational
foundation, was established to assist the Forest Ser-
vice in its mission to preserve, protect, restore and
interpret the historic estate and to promote public
understanding of conservation through programs of
the Pinchot Institute for Conservation Studies.
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Gifford Pinchot: Forester, Conservationist

For half a century Gifford Pinchot was America's
leading advocate of environmental conservation.
Born to wealth and endowed with imagination and a
love of nature, he shared his possessions and his in-
tellect with his fellow citizens in order to make
America a better place to live.

It was at Grey Towers that James Pinchot en-
couraged his son to explore the profession of
forestry. After graduation from Yale University,
Gifford went abroad to study at L'Ecole Nationale
Forestiere in Nancy, France, as formal training in
forestry did not yet exist in the United States.

“When | got home at the end of 1890 . . . the
nation was obsessed by a fury of development.

The American Colossus was fiercely intent on ap-
propriating and exploiting the riches of the richest

of all continents.” With equal fervor Pinchot set to
work. In the next two decades he would raise
forestry and conservation of all our natural resources
from an unknown experiment to a nationwide
movement.

Gifford Pinchot became head of the Division of
Forestry in 1898 and under President Theodore
Roosevelt was named Chief Forester of the rede-
fined U.S. Forest Service. National forest manage-
ment was guided by Pinchot’s principle, “the
greatest good of the greatest number in the long
run.” His magnetic personal leadership inspired a
rare esprit de corps in the new organization. During
his tenure of service to the government, the number
of national forests increased from 32 in 1898 to 149
in 1910 for a total of 193 million acres.

Pinchot and Roosevelt together made conservation
public issue and national policy. Roosevelt con-
sidered the enactment of a conservation program his
greatest contribution to American domestic policy. In
speaking of Gifford Pinchot’s role:

0

. among the many, many public officials who
under my administration rendered literally invaluable
service to the people of the United States, Gifford
Pinchot on the whole, stood first.”

Theodore Roosevelt

Pinchots in Politics

Pinchot was elected to his first term as Governor of
Pennsylvania in 1923 and is widely regarded as one
of Pennsylvania's most progressive, popular, and ef-
fective chief executives. Within two years of his first
term, the $30 million deficit that had existed at the
outset of Pinchot’s governorship was eliminated.

In 1931 he began his second term as Pennsylvania’s
governor. During this administration Pinchot battled
for the regulation of public utilities, relief for the
unemployed, and construction of paved roads to
“get the farmers out of the mud.”

EVERYBODY KNOWS

CORNELIA BRYCE PINCHOT

Will Really Represent the People
of This District

DRY AND PROCRESSIVE

Primary Election April 24, 1928

Cornelia Bryce was married to Gifford Pinchot in
1914. The daughter of journalist and politician
Lloyd Bryce, Cornelia grew to maturity in the
shadow of Theodore Roosevelt’s political circle. It
was during the Bull Moose campaign of 1912 that
she was introduced to Gifford by Theodore
Roosevelt.

During the 1920's Cornelia ran for the House of
Representatives on three occasions and in 1930
entered the gubernatorial primaries for Pennsylvania.
During these campaigns she focused considerable at-
tention on the labor rights of women and children.
One commented that Cornelia “was equally at home
on a picket line with striking workers as she was a
gracious hostess at a formal reception.”




Current Ownership and Administration

The Forest Service now administers and maintains
Grey Towers and 102 acres of grounds that includes
formal gardens, expansive lawns and woodlands.
The present holdings were conveyed to the Forest
Service by Pinchot’s heirs in 1963.

Dedication ceremonies for the Pinchot Institute for
Conservation Studies which marked a new era in
Pinchot conservation were held on the grounds on
September 24, 1963. President John F. Kennedy
was the principal speaker. For Kennedy it was the
first stop on a conservation tour of America. He
referred to this trip as a “journey to save America’s
natural heritage—a journey to preserve the past and
protect the future.”

The journey continues. In 1983 the National Friends
of Grey Towers, a private non-profit educational
foundation, was established to assist the Forest Ser-
vice in its mission to preserve, protect, restore and
interpret the historic estate and to promote public
understanding of conservation through programs of
the Pinchot Institute for Conservation Studies.

; PENCHOT - INSTITUTE
- FOR CONSERVATION STUDIES
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Grey Towers is located on U.S. Route 6, 2 miles

east of -84, Exit 10, in Milford, PA.

Stroudsburg

Tour Schedule:
Memorial Day weekend-Labor Day, daily, 10-4.
House and garden tours on the hour.

During the off season and for groups of 20 or more, please
write or call for current schedule.

The site is subject to closure for special events and
conferences. Please call to verify schedule.

Gates close after the 4:00 tour. All vehicles must be off the site
by 5:00 P.M.

Grey Towers National Historic Landmar
Forest Service

P.O. Box 188
Milford, PA 18337

Telephone: (717) 296-6401

*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1985 — 507-313

TV
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Parking lot
Steps to parking lot
Main House
Tour begins here
Patio

Finger Bowl

Pool

Reflecting Pool
Bait Box

Letter Box
Amphitheater
Restrooms

For Your Safety

Efforts have been made to provide for your safety.
Stone walkways, however, are historic and therefore
may be unsteady. Comfortable footwear is sug-
gested. Please take care to have a safe and en-
joyable visit.

Donation

Restoration work at Grey Towers depends on
monies donated by the visiting public. The National
Friends of Grey Towers seeks your support in this
effort and requests a modest donation for the tour of
the house and gardens. Tickets can be obtained in
the gallery, gift shop, or from a Tour Guide.
Children under 12 are free.

Groups of twenty or more are requested to call
ahead for special reservations.




Forester

Reprinted in full by permission from

The Journal of Forestry
August, 1965




GIFFORD PINCHOT—
FORESTER

Samuel T. Dana

“T mMAY have been a governor at
odd moments, but I have been a
forester all the time.” So spoke
Gifford Pinchot at the 1940 annual
meeting of the Society of Ameri-
can Foresters where he was award-
ed the Sir William Schlich Memo-
rial Medal. At seventy-five, the
man whose prominence in polities,
at the national as well as the state
level, had long been conspicuous,
affirmed his lasting devotion to his
first love—the profession of for-
estry, to which he had contributed
so much,

Neophyte

In October 1889, having decided
at the suggestion of his father to
become a forester, young Pinchot
sailed for Europe, where he spent
the next thirteen months studying
the theory and practice of forestry
at eduecational institutions and in
the woods. Impatient to put his
acquired knowledge to work, he re-
turned to the United States and
within a few weeks of his arrival
presented his first formal paper
on forestry, “Government Forestry
Abroad,” at a joint meeting of the
American Economic Association
and The American Forestry Asso-
ciation. The next year was largely
one of orientation.

THE AUTHOR is dean emeritus, School
of Natural Resources, The University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor.

In February 1892, with his ap-
pointment as forester for the Bilt-
more Estate, came the opportunity
to realize the most profound ambi-
tion of his life—to practice for-
estry in the woods. Finding his
work there not sufficiently pressing
to keep him fully oceupied, Pinchot
hung out his shingle as a ‘“‘consult-
ing forester” in New York City in
December 1893. He was soon joined
by Henry S. Graves, a former col-
lege mate at Yale whom he had
persuaded to study forestry abroad.
Their varied activities led to prep-
aration of a number of forest man-
agement plans, the best known of
which is that for Ne-Ha-Sa-Ne
Park in New York.

Keenly interested as Pinchot was
in the intelligent management of
forest lands in private ownership,
he was almost even more concerned
about the handling of millions of
acres of forest land in the public
domain.

He consequently joined with oth-
ers in persuading Hoke Smith, Sec-
retary of the Interior, to request
that the National Academy of Seci-
ences appoint a commission to
study the current situation in the
few forest reserves then in exist-
ence and make recommendations
for improvement. The eommission
was appointed on March 2, 1896,
with Charles S. Sargent of Har-
vard as chairman and Pinchot as
secretary. On the recommendation




the ecommission, President Cleve-
id eelebrated Washington’s
rthday, 1897, by more than dou-
ng the existing area of forest
ierves. The resulting avalanche
protests to Cleveland’s action
| to passage of the Act of June
1897, specifying the purposes
+ which forest reserves might be
ated and providing for their ad-
nistration.
I'he nmew Secretary of the In-
ior, Cornelius N. Bliss, imme-
itely asked Pinchot, as a “special
est agent,” to study the forest
erves which had been suspended
that Aect, to recommend modifi-
ions of their boundaries, and to
ymit a proposal for the organiza-
n of a forest service. His report
de no recommendation as to the
ation of the proposed forest
vice, but his biographer (M. Nel-
\ MeGeary in Gifford Pinchot:
rester-Politician) feels that, if
had been offered the opportu-
y to take charge of it as a unit
the Department of the Interior,
would probably have accepted.

“Forester”

[nstead, on July 1, 1898, at the
istence of Secretary James Wil-
1, he succeeded Fernow as head
the Division of Forestry in the
partment of Agrienlture, with
« proud title of “Forester”—an
pellation in which he took much
isfaction. “In Washington chiefs
division were thick as leaves in
llombrosa,” but there was only
» man with the official designa-
n of “Forester.”

3.P. (as he was familiarly and
ectionately known to his col-
gues) promptly proceeded to

further his ambition to get for-
estry from the books into the woods
by offering practical assistance in
the management of their lands to
farmers, lumbermen, and other
owners of forest areas. Applica-
tions for help were numerous, but
results in terms of area placed un-
der conservative management were
disappointing.

Recognizing fully the importance
of research and education as the
foundations for intelligent forest
management, (.. pushed the es-
tablishment of regional forest and
range experiment stations and of
the Forest Products Laboratory,
and was instrumental in effectuat-
ing an initial grant of $150,000
from members of the Pinchot fam-
ily for the establishment of the
Yale School of Forestry.

His main interest, however, lay
in management of the federal for-
est reserves. Their administration
by the General Land Office he re-
garded as riddled by “incompetence
and corruption” and altogether
“awful.” e was convineed that the
only remedy for the situnation was
to transfer the forest reserves from
the jurisdiction of the Department
of the Interior, which he character-
ized as a real estate agent, to the
Department of Agrieulture, which
was in charge of other federal ac-
tivities relating to erops and which
was the employer of practically all
of the foresters currently in gov-
ernment service, This point of
view received powerful support
from President Theodore Roosevelt,
The American Forestry Associa-
tion, and others.

The meeting of minds of the
President and the Forester on this

issue was prophetic of the warm
personal and official relations that
marked their future careers. Phys-
ically, spiritually, and politieally
T.R. and (G.P. were kindred souls
who together enjoyed the strenuous
life, whether in play in the out-of-
doors or in fighting for the publie
good. Their efforts finally achieved
success with Congressional ap-
proval of the transfer on February
1, 1905, following strong recom-
mendation on the subjeet by the
American Forest Congress.

Administrator

Overnight the hitherto landless
Bureau of TForestry assumed re-
sponsibility for the administration
of 75 million aeres of forest land.
Pinchot was ready for the change.
On the very day of the transfer he
received from Secretary Wilson a
letter of instructions, written by
the recipient, which stated succinet-
ly but foreefully the principles to
be followed in the management of
the reserves. The basic objective
remains as valid today as it was
fifty years ago:

“All land is to be devoted to its
most productive use for the per-
manent good of the whole people,
and not for the temporary benefit
of individuals or companies. All
of the resources of the reserves are
for wmse, and this use must be
brought about in- a thoroughly
prompt and businesslike manner,
under such restrictions only as will
insure the permanence of these re-
sonrces,”

G.P.’s clear grasp of the prin-
ciple of multiple use and a fore-
shadowing of his later emphasis on
“econservation” are shown in the

admonition to “see to it that the
water, wood, and forage of the re-
serves are conserved and wisely
used.” Common sense, efficiency,
and integrity were the outstanding
characteristics of wise use of the
national forests (the reserves
were renamed in 1907) as admin-
istered by the Forest Service—the
more appropriate name by which
the Bureau of IPorestry was known
after July 1, 1905. Administration
was largely decentralized, red tape
was reduced, business was speeded
up, technical activities were han-
dled by men with technical train-
ing, appointments and promotions
were based on merit—not on pull ;
above all, the publie interest al-
ways took precedenee over private
interests.

The new policies and practices
naturally aroused opposition from
those whose toes were stepped on
and their friends in Congress and
elsewhere. As (1.P. put it, the For-
est Service had to “fight, fight,
fight” for its very life. A serious
attempt to cripple its effectiveness
came in 1907, when Congress for-
bade further ereation or enlarge-
ment of national forests by the
President in the six western states
with the largest areas of federal
forest lamd. At G.P.s suggestion,
T.R. largely removed the sting
from this action by establishing
some 16 million acres of new na-
tional forests in the few days be-
tween passage of the bill by Con-
gress and its signature by the
President. Preparing the necessary
proclamations under such heavy
pressure was lots of work but also
lots of fun; not often did the op-
portunity arise to play such a bully
joke on Congress.



G.P’s activities as a close ad-
ser to the President, a member
several national commissions,
id an expert in the broad field of
iblie relations did not prevent
s exereising firm direction over
e policies of the Forest Serviee
it left him little time for the de-
ils of administering the national
rests. This task was left largely
the associate forester, Overton
. Price, a man of fine personality
d outstanding administrative
ility. Liooking backward in 1940,
P. told the Society of American
resters that:
“Price has never had anything
e the eredit he deserves for the
rt he played in establishing the
ranization and morale of the For-
Service and in promoting the
servation movement. As T have
d over and over again, he was
re responsible than T for the
eiency of the Forest Service in
early days and for setting it on
path of great accomplishment
has followed ever since.”

Conservationist

\lthough G.P. had recognized
great diversity of natural re-
rees in the United States and
need for dealing with them all
an administrative area such as a
ional forest, he had not fully
sped the intimacy of the rela-
15 between them until one day
February 1907, when he was rid-
“in Roek Creek Park near Wash-
ton. Then it suddenly occurred
him that eurrent attempts to
nage these resources as if they
re independent of each other
ild lead only to confusion and
ifliet ; that their perpetuation for

the good of mankind was a single
problem which could be solved only
by a unified poliey ; and that main-
tenance of a constant and sufficient
supply of all natural resources is
the basic human problem. Con-
servation of natural resources, as
this philosophy of permanence and
plenty through wise and coordi-
nated management was soon
named, was thus “the key to the
safety and prosperity of the Ameri-
can people, and of all the people of
the world, for all time to come.”

More specifically, Pinchot later
enumerated what he regarded as
the three basic principles of econ-
servation. First, is the develop-
ment of natural resources for the
benefit of the people who live here
now; second, is the prevention of
waste; third, is the development
and preservation of natural re-
sources for the benefit of the many.
and not merely the profit of the
few. Conservation thus proposes to
seeure a continuous and abundant
supply of the necessities of life,
together with fairness in the dis-
tribution of the benefits which flow
from the natural resources. Tt is
the application of common sense to
common problems for the common
good. “It is a moral issue because
it involves the rights and the duties
of our people.”

T.R. gave emphatie approval to
the new philosophy by calling a
Conferenee of Governors (the first
ever to be held) to consider the en-
tire question of econservation of
natural resources. The Conference,
which met at the White House
May 13-15, 1908, adopted unani-
mously a forceful declaration of
views and recommendations. Tt as-

serted that natural resources, which
“supply the material basis on which
our civilization must continue to
depend,” are threatened with ex-
haustion, that their conservation is
“a subject of transcendent impor-
tance,” and that “monopoly there-
of should not be tolerated.” The
goal was summarized in the exhor-
tation: “Let us preserve the foun-
dations of our prosperity.”

The most immediate, and one of
the most useful, results of the Con-
ference, was the prompt appoint-
ment by the President of a Na-
tional Conservation Commission,
headed by Pinchot, to advise him
as to the condition of the country’s
resources and to cooperate with
similar state bodies. The Commis-
sion’s exhaustive, three-volume re-
port was submitted to Congress by
the President on January 22, 1909.
The Commission viewed with alarm
the existing situation with respeet
to waters, forests, lands, and min-
erals, and made many recommen-
dations for improvement. Rather
surprisingly, it dealt lightly with
wildlife and parks.

Pinchot’s last service to the
President in the field of conserva-
tion was to preside over the meet-
ing of the North American Conser-
vation Conference at the White
House on February 18, 1909. He
had expected to be active in con-
nection with a World Conserva-
tion Conference which Roosevelt
had called to meet at The Hague
the following September ; but Presi-
dent Taft failed to follow through,
and the Conference never material-
ized.

Warrior
Taft’s dismissal of Pinchot on

Janunary 7, 1910, ended perma-
nently his eareer as a federal offi-
cial, It speeded up rather than
slowed down his fights for the pub-
lic good in general and forestry
and conservation in particular. The
most famous of these is his attack
on Richard A. Ballinger, begun
soon after the installation of the
new Secretary of Interior, whom
he accused of infidelity to the cause
of conservation—a charge that he
soon extended to include Taft. Al-
though the controversy ranged over
a wide field, its publie aspects cen-
tered largely on Ballinger’s atti-
tude toward the patenting of cer-
tain allegedly fraundulent coal
claims in Alaska.

The Republican majority on the
committee appointed by Congress
to investigate the controversy found
Seeretary Ballinger to be “a com-
petent and honorable gentleman,
honestly and faithfully performing
the duties of his high office with an
eye single to the publie interest.”
The Democratic minority concluded
that Ballinger had “nof been true
to the trust reposed in him as Sec-
retary of the Interior; that he is
not deserving of public confidence,
and that he should be requested to
resign.” Pinchot was praised as “a
man of high character, of fine hon-
or, of stainless integrity, and of
patriotic purpose.” Ballinger re-
signed voluntarily in March 1911;
the Alagkan coal claims were can-
celed the following June by the
Department of the Interior; and
in 1914 Congress stopped the sale
of coal lands in Alaska, authorized
the reservation of certain lands,
and provided for the leasing of un-
reserved coal lands.

Pinchot was jubilant. Ie had



- —=wv wuiure the committee;

thanks in part to skillful publicity,
he had won it before the country.
Even more important, he sensed
a growing belief that the general
tendency of the Taft administra-
tion was “away from the Roosevelt
policies and the people, and in fa-
vor of the special interests and the
few.” Mounting dissatisfaction with
Taft because of what many regard-
ed as his reactionary stand on con.
servation, the tariff, regulation of
big business, and other issues led
to organization of the Progressive
(“Bull Moose”) Party, in which
Pinchot played a prominent part,
to Roosevelt’s candidacy for the
presidency, and to Woodrow Wil.
son’s election. His activities in his
new role as politician, including
two terms as Governor of Pennsyl-
vania, are covered in another ar.
ticle in this issue of the Journal of
Forestry. Tt is, however, relevant
to note here that his interest in for.
estry and conservation continued
unabated. Among other things, the
fight to control industrial use of
water-power sites on federal lands,
which he had started on national
forests in 1905 and later extended
to other lands, reached a successful
conclusion in 1920 with passage of
the Federal Water Power Act.

As Commissioner of Forestry in
Pennsylvania from 1920 to 1922,
Pinchot did mueh to strengthen
the state’s work in that field. But
his major activities in forestry cen-
tered around his persistent efforts
to obtain federal control of cutting
on privately owned forest lands.
Such action was vigorously advo-
cated in November 1919 by a So-
ciety of American Foresters Clom-
mittee for the Application of For-

estry, of which he was chairman.
In a militant article in the Journal
of Forestry which contained the
committee’s report, he took an un-
compromising position that he nev-
or abandoned. After citing the
fact that the fight to conserve the
forest resources of the publie do-
main had been won, he continued :

“Another and a bigger fight has
now begun, with a far greater issue
at stake. I use the word fight, be-
cause I mean precisely that. For-
est devastation will not be stopped
through persuasion, a method that
has been thoroughly tried out for
the last twenty years and has failed
utterly. . . The field is cleared for
action and the lines are plainly
drawn. He who is not for forestry
is against it.”

For once the foresters of the
country failed to follow their re-
vered leader’s dictum; the major-
ity opposed the panacea of federal
control without any feeling of guilt
in doing so.

G.P.’s keen disappointment found
vigorous expression in 1940 at the
annual meeting of the Society of
American Foresters, where he ac.
companied high praise of foresters
with strong eriticism.

“No one can deny that foresters
as a body have done great work
for this country of ours. Against
all the innumerable eredits which
American foresters deserve there
is, to my thinking, but one impor-
tant black mark. T mean the fact
that the devastation of privately
owned forest lands is stil] going
on all over America. . . We have
every reason, but one, to be proud
of the contribution American for-
estry has made and will make to

everything we hold dear in Amer-
ica.”

Pinchot’s other perennial fight—
to prevent the transfer of the na-
tional forests, or even of the entire
Forest Service, to the Department
of the Interior—proved more suec-
cessful. His opposition to the trans-
fer was based chiefly on his dis-
trust of the Department of the In-
terior and his confidence in the De-
partment of Agriculture. In 1937,
he wrote that “the Department of
the Interior has regularly mishan-
dled every publie natural resource
of which it has had charge, with
the possible exception of the I\_Ia-
tional Parks, the forest in which
is not treated as a erop.” Forestry,
he asserted, “belongs by its very
nature in that Department which
deals with production from the
soil.” And there it still is.

Leader

(ifford Pinchot was a remark-
able man. Tall, handsome, grace-
ful, and athletic, he was a striking
figure in any company. A devotee
of the strenuous life, he was adept
at football, tennis, boxing, wres-
tling, hunting, ﬁshipg, .}nkfng,
camping, and mountain chmbl_ng.
An example of his joy in rough‘mg
it is his ascent of New York’.s high-
est peak, Mount Marcy, during the
famous blizzard of February 1899,
with the temperature far below
zero and the snow many feet deep.
Eldest son of a well-to-do and
socially prominent family, he was
equally at home with rich and_pour,
with presidents and lumberjacks:
but his vigorous efforts to rr_ta.ke
forestry and conservation realltlf*.s
were due largely to his interest in
the welfare of the common man.

A born leader of men, he was
dominant but not domineering,
self-confident but not arrogant.
Tike many other leaders, he aroused
strong loyalties and strong :mtag—
onisms. Almost worshipped by _h\s-
associates in the Forest Service,
he was disliked and even hated by
those who disagreed with his po}-
icies and practices, particularly if
their own toes were stepped on.
At the same time, he had an extr;}-
ordinary personal charm that 3t
was difficult to resist when in his
presence. .

High strung, he seldom lost ]1.15'

head or his temper; always in
breathless haste to reach his goal,
he eould nevertheless bide his time
when oceasion demanded, ]’em?st-
ence and optimism were striking
characteristics. e never gave
up, “never doubted clouds would
break,” never lost hope that some-
how, sometime things would turn
out right. “The most powerful
thing in human affairs,” he once
told the Society of American For-
esters, “is continuity of purpose,
and what you can’t get this year or
next year you will get in the end if
vou stay with it.”

These qualities were fortified lu:v
confidence in the soundness of h]s
judgment and the rightness ott his
goals. This assurance sometimes
bordered on a stubbornness that
made him a bit diffieult to work
with.

He appreciated and thrived on
commendation, but eriticism and
opposition spurred him to greater
efforts. This bit of advice that he
onee offered to students at Yale
showed his realization of the ease
with which one can get into trouble
without looking for it: “Don’t make



enemies unnecessarily and for triv-
ial reasons. If you are good you
will make plenty of them on mat-
ters of straight honesty and publie
policy and will need all the sup-
port you ean get.”

Always direet, forthright, and
decisive, he could be generous in
awarding praise where praise was
due, and equally ecritical where
eriticism was due. On ocecasion,
his comments conld be caunstie. Or-
dinarily the soul of kindness and
zonsideration, a puritanical con-
seience could, if he felt it mneces-
sary, lead him to sacrifice his
friends as well as himself in a just
:ause,

Disagreements with others, par-
sieularly on matters of policy, were
likely te produce estrangements.
Like many crusaders, he was un-
ible quickly to forgive and forget.
His idol, Theodore Roosevelt, and
118 lifelong friend, Henry S.
Jraves, are among the few with
vhom differences of opinion failed
‘0 canse a break,

Iis early work, first as a consult-
ng forester and then as head of
he federal Division of Forestry,
wvas centered largely on attempts
0 realize his cherished and life-
ong ambition of getting forestry
nto the woods. Tn spite of much
ipparent interest, the results in
erms of acres actually placed un-
ler forest management were dis-
ippointing.  Greatly disturbed by
he lack of progress, he became a
nodern Jeremiah, denouncing for-
st devastation and prophesying
:oming doom in the form of eroded
iillsides, floods, and timber famine.

His chief efforts during conser-
ation’s first decade of the twen-
ieth century were dedicated to ex-

pansion and administration of the
national ferests. In this difficult
task, he had the unlimited and in-
valuable cooperation of a popular
and aggressive President of the
United States. So closely did the
two members of this team work to-
gether that it was often difficult,
not only in forestry but in other
fields, to tell which was calling the
signals. Probably no other mere
bureau chief was ever so influential
at the highest level of government.

In terms of conerete accomplish-
ment, the high tide of G.P.’s service
to forestry came during the Roose-
velt administration. He created a
Forest Service that was generally
recognized as without a peer in
efficiency and esprit de corps. e
introduced honesty and technieal
competence in the handling of the
national forests. He placed the
management of all their resoureces
on a high plane, with emphasis on
their use for the benefit of local
people and communities, but with
due regard for the national inter-
est. He furthered research in the
Forest Serviee ; he raised the status
of the profession as a cofounder
and for many years president of
the Society of American Foresters;
and he strengthened eduecation in
forestry by being instrumental in
the ereation of the Yale School of
Forestry. A master of publicity,
he made “forestry” a household
word, and its application the duty
of all good ecitizens, although with
less suceess in bringing about popu-
lar understanding of all that this
implies.

One of his greatest services to
the nation was his leadership, from
1907 on, in extending the philos-
ophy and prineiples of forestry to

the “conservation” of all natural
resources, and even to the conduct
of public affairs. “The conservation
point of view is valuable in the
education of our people as well as
in forestry; it applies to the body
politic as well as to the earth and
its minerals.” Again, people in all
walks of life embraced on a broad-
er scale the basie prineiples of per-
petuation, avoidance of waste, and
fair distribution, and with consid-
erable vagueness and lack of agree-
ment as to what it was all about,
but with no doubt as to the desir-
ability of the goal.

G.P.’s little book The Fight for
Conservation (1910) had a strong
influence in the realm of polities as
well as in the world of public opin-
ion. Tt showed, in his words, “the
rapid, virile evolution of the cam-
paign for conservation of the Na-
tion’s resources.” Written in his
usual erisp and vivid style, in lan-
guage that every one could under-
stand, it served in effect as the
bible for the new movement.

Although his activities after leav-
ing the Forest Service lay largely
in the field of politics, he never lost
his interest in or his contact with
forestry, which he always regarded
as having provided the inspiration
for his efforts on a broader secale to
promote prosperity, world peace,
and the good life for all. Note-
worthy are his suecess in keeping
the Forest Service in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and his vigor-
ous but unsuccessful campaign to
bring about federal control of cut-
ting on privately owned forest
lands.

One of G.P.s major assets was

his constant emphasis on the hu-

man element, on the people who
implement policies. Without de-
preciating the importance of tech-
nieal and administrative know-how,
he respected even more the old-
fashioned virtues that make a man
a man. “The first condition of sue-
cess in any job,” he asserted, ‘“‘is
not brains but character. Over and
over again I have seen men of
moderate intelligence come to the
front because they had courage,
integrity, self-respect, steadiness,
perseverance, and confidence in
themselves, their cause, and their
work.” In his last formal meeting
with his fellow members in the So-
ciety of American Foresters, he re-
minded them that every forester
is a public servant, no matter what
job he holds, and stated it as one
of the strong convictions of his life
that no man can be a good forester
who is not a good ecitizen.

On this hundredth anniversary
of his birth, foresters can gladly
and proudly join in T.R.’s tribute
to G.P. as “the man to whom the
Nation owes most for what has
been accomplished as regards the
preservation of the natural re-
sources of our country.” A mag-
netie leader, with the rare ability
to turn visions into actualities, his
contributions to a better world were
on a spiritual as well as a material
level. The philosophy that inspired
his lasting and fervent devotion to
forestry and its offspring (conser-
vation) is well expressed in two of
his favorite aphorisms:

“(fonservation is a moral issue.”

“The public good comes first.”
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The Time Has Come to Clean House

HE greedy bi-partisan Penrose

machine must be swept out,

and the common welfare must
be set in the place where it belongs.
The magnate system of private
monopoly has dominated the poli-
tics of State and Nation, stifled
equal opportunity, raised the cost
of living, and skimmed the cream
of industry for the overrich. It
must be destroyed. This country
belongs of right to its inhabitants.
Extortion for private profit must
stand aside for the public good.
The Government must be made
to serve the people.
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I believe in the Conservation of
Human Rights. 1 will work for:

The destruction of private mon-
opoly in natural resources or the
products of industry. The power
of the monopolists lies in exclusive
privileges. To end their power to
raise the cost of living, their exclu-
sive privileges must be destroyed.
That is our greatest task.

The regulation of all large cor-
porations not monopolies. Honest
competition and fair dealing with
the public must be assured.

The right of workmen to organ-
ize in unions, and by every fair
means to compel recognition ©
such unions by employers. Only
through their unions can the work-
men meet the employers on equal
terms.
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A constitutional convention in
Pennsylvania, so that our constitu-
tion may be adjusted to the needs
of our time, and our system of tax-
ation may be thoroughly revised.

A protective tariff which shall
equalize the conditions of competi-
tion between the United States and
foreign countries, and which shall
be based upon the findings of a
non-partisan scientific commission.
The tariff must be taken out of
politics.

A sharply graduated inheritance
tax. Swollen fortunes drain the
people.

A law to prevent fraud in cloth-
ing. Honest clothes are more
needed than undoctored whiskey.
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I believe in the Conservation of
Natural Resources. I will work for:

The Conservation policy in State
and Nation.

The protection of our forests in
Pennsylvania. They can be made
to yield four times the lumber they
do now.

A law to limit franchises and
require compensation from water-
power companies. We have no
right to facilitate the robbery of
our descendants.

State and National laws to pro-
mote co-operation among farmers.

The prosperous farmer helps us all.
A better law for the safety of
miners. Over two hundred more
miners were killed in Pennsylvania
last year than the year before.
A law giving to a national com-
mission the power to limit the
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wholesale price charged by the an-
thracite monopoly or its agents in
interstate commerce. The price
fixed should consist of a reasonable
price for coal at the mine, sufficient
to provide good wages for the
miners, and a reasonable charge
for transportation and handling.
A reasonable profit should be in-
cluded. The saving to the public
should be applied in part to great-
er safety for miners, and in part to
lowering the cost of living by re-
ducing the price of coal. The mo-
nopoly in anthracite coal, which is
a necessity of modern life, should
be subject to the obligations of pub-
lic service. The monopoly charges
high prices because it has the pow-
er. That power must be destroyed.

(Fo‘r reduction of anthracite prices in Penn-
sylvania, see heavy type on page twelve.)
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I believe iu the Conservation of
Human Welfare. 1 will work for:

The whole social and industrial
justice program of the National
Progressive platform, and in par-

ticular:

A workmen’s compensation law.
The great trar sportation, manu-
facturing, and building industries,
and not the wage-earners and their
families, should bear the burden
of industrial accidents. Farmers
and domestic employers should be
excluded.

A workmen’s insurance law. The
dread of poverty from accident
should be removed.

Standards of safety, health and
employment in mines, railroads,
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mills, and factories. The welfare
of the workers comes first.

A minimum wage law forwomen
and a law regulating the terms oi
their employment. The comforts
and decencies of life should not
be denied to the mothers.

A national child-labor law. The

exploitation of childhood for profit
must cease.
- An effedtive mine-cave law effec-
tively enforced. It is outrageous
that men and property should be
engulfed without notice and with-
out redress.

1 believe in the Conservation of
Citizenship. | will work for:

The initiative, relere ndum and‘
direct primaries and

recall, and m ;
direct voting in all elections. The
people must control the Govern-

ment.
. 1
uffrage for men and

Equal s
“
omen are needed

women. lhe W
in public
Local option as to the liquor
traffic. Each county and large
11d decide for itself.

sption as to the liquor
a constitutional
amendment giving the people of
the right to decide

s.
.ad of knowledge by
the State to all our citizens, old
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“In all my acquaintance, I have hardly met a
man who combines in one person in such measure
the qualities of a lofty and uncompromising ideal-
ism with the energy and ability of a successiul
administrator.”

— Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War
under President Taft

Chief Forester, Gifford Pinchot virtually cre-
ated the United States Forest Service, through
which the National Forests are administered. Not
once since it was created has any charge of illegal-
ity, despite the most searching investigation and
the bitterest attack, ever led to reversal or reproof
by either House of Congress or by any Congres.
sional Cornmittee. Not once has the Forest Serv-
ice been defeated or reversed as to any vital legal
principle underlying its work in any Court or ad-
ministrative tribunal of last resort.”

—George W. Woodruff, Law Officer U. S. Forest Service
four y ssistant Attorney General of U. 5. two

vears; U. S, District Judge, 1909 to 1911,

“As you know I am a Wilson Democrat, and
the election of Mr. Palmer would be a thing so
much better than we have ever had in Pennsyl-
vania, that under ordinary circumstances | should
hope for his election; but I find myself sincerely
hoping that he will be defeated by you.”

—Letter from Herbert Quick, Author and Leader
in the Country Life Movement.
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“Mr. Penrose should be beaten. It will be a bad
thing for public life in America if the forces which
he represents triumph in the Pennsylvania Senator-
ship contest. . . . His defeat will save the State of
Pennsylvania from the discredit of unworthy repre-
sentation in the United States Senate. . .. The
Tribune hopes that Pennsylvania will elect Mr.
Gifford Pinchot, the candidate of the Progressive
Party, as its next Senator. He is a worthier candi-
date than the man chosen at the Democratic pri-
maries. The necessity for defeating Penroseism
transcends all partisan consideration. Opposition
to it should not be divided. The Democratic can-
didate ought to withdraw. All citizens, irrespective
of party affiliations, should unite in support of Mr.
Pinchot.”

—The New York Tribune, the Historic Mouthpiece
of the Republican Party,
And again on May 25, the Tribune said :

“Pennsylvania tolerated men like Cameron and
Quay because their evil qualities were balanced
by intellectual audacity and by marked gifts of
leadership. Penrose is merely plodding and com-
monplace. He represents commercialism in po
tics reduced to its barest and most uninviting
terms. Murphy could probably poll 200,000 votes
in this State as a candidate for Senator in the
Democratic primary. But that would not prove
that he could be elected. We decline to believe
that Pennsylvania will disgrace herself by electing
Penrose.”
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believe in our right t, exer-
cise sovereignty over the Panama,
anal, and jp free to]ls for the
coast-wise trade, Cheap
Portation in Amey;
ships wil] break do
monopoly of the transcontinengaj
railroads, That monopoly myst be
estroyed.
=

Six days afer this platform Was issued, the
United States Supreme Court decided tha
State of Kansas hag the right ¢o regulate the
price of insurance, Under the Principle of this
decision th Pennsylvania has the right

et their coal

time, under the power of

the State, and welfare of the miners
can be increased,
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) tireless
s complete
devotion to the

.« . Taking into account his (Pinch
energy and activity
disi dn
interests of the plain peaple, a
efficiency, [ believ that
among the many p
administration rend
ices to the people o
whole, stood fi

blic officials who under my
ered literally invaluab
f the United Sta

"I have admired him - 1 saw him stand.
ing in our C o ning the rights of our
people in the face of the threats of th i
leged water-power interests of my oy
the same tim we hay : plan-
ning the ¢ 1ction of ot. Why?
He has ever be the ¢ n of the people’s
rights to those natural r that God intended
tor the use of all } child

—Ben B. Lind ¢ Children's Judge.
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“I am not a member of the political party which
Mr. Pinchot represents, and therefore my plea in
behalf of his candidacy ought have a greater
weight, because it is not influenced in any way
by partisan politics, but solely motived by my
desire to see Pennsylvania represented in the
United States Senate by a man of Mr. Pinchot's
ability and devotion to public service.

“With his record to show the character of his
services and his devotion to the public interests,
the people of the State could not do better than
to send him as their representative to the Senate
of the United States.”

—Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, Head cf the Movement
or Pure Food.

*1 am confident his election to the Senate from
Pennsylvania would redound to the national wel-
fare. 1 say this without regard to party. I come
from a family always identified with the Demo-
cratic Party. But I hold that parties are subordi-
nate to public good.”

—Charles 5. Barrett, President of the Farmers' Union,
an organization of three million farmers.
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“In the many trying and perplexing questions
constantly coming up before Congress a Senator
of Mr. Pinchot’s training and ability would be of
inestimable value, not only to Pennsylvania, but
to the country at large.”—Jane Addams.

“Knowing, as | do, the important services that
Mr. Gifford Pinchot has rendered to conservation
and forestry in this State, ! feel that it is my duty
to say that he is not receiving the credit for these
services to which he is justly entitled.

“The mere fact that he is in the midst of a politi-
cal campaign is no reason why | should suppress
the truth.

“It is more than doubtiul whether the Yale
Forest School would have been located each sum-
mer in Milford, Pike County, unless Mr. Gifford
Pinchot had desired it. A considerable area of
forest land is thus made an object lesson for the
benefit of our citizens.

“Repeatedly during the period of Mr. Pinchot's
official life in Washington, | appealed to him for
active assistance in the matters of our own State
forestry, and it was always cheerfully, promptly,
and efficiently rendered. He has been an im-
portant factor in Pennsylvania Forestry, though
his official relations required his presence else-
where.”

—J. T. Rothrock, Father of Forestry in Pennsylvania.
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“I have hunted and fished with some good men
in my capacity as guide in northern Montana,
but seldom or never have | met his equal, his
superior never. In the trials of camp life, in cold
or heal, in wet and storm, with or without shelter,
when horses were lost, or packs turned, or bucked
off, in down timber and rock slide, where things
and sometimes many things conspire to try men’s
souls, I have never seen him other than kind,
courteous, considerate, and a gentleman,

“He and 1 have slept in the same blanket (and
only one) for weeks, We have lived on what we
killed, and often we were unlucky and hungry.
We have swam ice cold rivers with our guns,
clothes, and axe on a raft, when those cold, swiit-
flowing mountain streams struck terror to my heart
(and not many men would call me a quitte

“Through it all 1 have never seen him hesitate
or grasp the small end, no erence how hard
the work or how tough and dangerous the prop-
osttion,

“Sober and industrious, physi ally, mentally
and morally clean, a man who never knowingly
wronged a fellow-man and never will. When such
men enter politics to better conditions, and not
graft, to upbuild and not tear down, to help and not
wolf his fellow-men, means much for humanity,"

J. B. Monroe, Veteran Hunter, Prospector and Guide,
Blackfoot Indian Reservation, Montana,
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“More t any other one man of this genera-
tion, Mr, Pinchot forced upon the attention of
the people the tremendous facts of waste, theft,
oppression, and resulting monopoly, which had
marked the history of our natural resources. [
believe that it is substantially impossible to put
through now on such a large scale as was com-
mon in the pa&t the robbery of the people’s
property of the natural resources, . , .

“This was Pinchot’s greatest service, rendered
when it was de ralely needed, and accomplished
in bitter conflict with some of the most powerful
factors that exist in American life.”

—Herbert Knox Smith S. Commissioner of
Corporations under President Roaosevelt.

“When on the Country Life Commission ap-

ointed by President Roosevelt, Mr. Pinchot took
the deepest interest in everything that pertains
to the farm —schools, roads, sanitation, a batter
church life. In this work he did a service to t
farmers which they do not realize, nor will reali
fully during this generation.

“I have known Gifford Pinchot intimately for a
number of years, and I know of no man who has
a clearer vision of the wants of humanity, and par-
ticularly of the people living in the open country,
or a better way of realizing this vision.

—Heary Wallace, Editor Wallace's Farmer, one of the
Largest Agricultural Journals in the Middle West :
Member Country Life Commission, appointed by
President Roosevelt.
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“There are few men, even in Congress, who
have to their credit so large an achievement in
bringing about constructive legislation in the pub-
lic interest as Gifford Pinchot may justly claim.

“It is a conservative statement that for the lag
fifteen years no man has fought more efficiently
for constructive legislation in the field of conser-
vation or more effectively against bad bills in the
same field than he has done.

“Gifford Pinchet will come to the Senate, if the
State of Pennsylvania again declares for Progres-
sive principles, with perhaps more experience in
framing legislation and in work for good bills than
the average member of either the United States
Senate or the House of Representatives.

“There is not a single conservation bill now
pending before Congress, which is not based in
very large part upon policies established by Pin-
chot, or upon bills drawn by him.”

—Hon, Moses E. Clapp, U. 8. Senator from Minnesota

“I wish you were a candidate for the United
States Senate in Ohio. It would give me pleas.-
ure, as a Democrat, to work openly and zealously
for your eletion.”

—Herbert S. Bigelow, Clergyman, Writer, and
Leading Democrat of Ohio.

Page twenly

“A man of sublime unselfishness, a man of
aggressive altruism; of altruism not confined to
the dreams of a study, but bravely applied to the
problems of his country. It is a fortunate thing
that a great State has, in Gifford Pinchot's can-
didacy for the Senate, an opportunity to honor
itself and to serve the nation.

“l do not conceive his candidacy as primarily
a partisan matter. Men who love their country
and who realize that our highest destiny and the
meaning of our flag must be found in the ideals
which we hold and our strenuous effort toward
the realization of them, can hardly pass by the
opportunity of endorsing their own best, their most
unselfish impulses, by voting for Gifford Pinchot.”

—Congressman William Kent, of California

“As Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Labor
for four years and Comptroller of the Currency
of the United States for five years, | know about
business methods and requirements. Gifford Pin-
chot and I worked together almogt daily for four
years. He is one of the most practical business
men | know, as he proved in the work we did of
bringing the business management of the Govern-
ment up to date. He understands the require-
ments of business men. Under him the United
States Forest Service, from an insignificant begin-
ning, grew to be one of the best business organi-
zations in America.””—Lawrence 0. Murray.
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“Gifford Pinchot is one of the fittest candidates
ever offered for a senatorship in this country. His
vision, his conception ol what natural resources
mean to a people, his power in defending public
properties against private rapacity are qualities to
make him of rare value in the Senate of the

ed States. . . .

“Gifford Pinchot has pitched the key for a
nation’s inspiration in conserving its resources.
But for him the water powers of the country,
with all their stupenduous means of wealth, would
long ago have passed beyond the reach of the
plain people.

“Gifford Pinchot was the pathfinder, the prophet
and the lord protector of American natural re-
sources, and no man of his time can present a

the American Senate
—Portland (Ore.) Journal, Leading Democratic
Newspaper of the Noxlhw:s:

“The Rockefellers and allied interests may pre-
vent Gifford Pinchot's election to the United
States Senate from Pennsylvania, but long after
he has turned to dust his work will live to testify
to the services that he rendered to his country-
men when he caused the public domain to be
held in perpetuity for its rightful owner, the peo-
ple of the United States.”

—Edito:ial from The Milwaukee Leader, the Leading
Socialistic Newspaper of the Middle W est
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“Congressman Palmer was visibly amused on
his attention being called to the attack being
made on the standing of Gifiord Pinchot as a
Pennsylvanian. He said:

“

‘1 regard it as so much pifle. Pinchot has
been a neighbor of mine for many years, and for
thirty yvears the Pinchots have been looked upon
as Pike County people.

‘l am not prepared to say how often Gifford
Pinchot has voted in this State, or when he first
voted, but [ am willing to vouch for the fact that
he and his family are regarded as Pike County
residents.” "

Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, February 10, 1914,

“Gifiord Pinchot’s selection as a candidate for
the senatorship of Pennsylvania is a real inspira-
tion to the younger men of the State to spare no
eifort in the struggle for better things,

“We have traveled a long way during the lag
ten years, and nothing so fully demonstrates the
distance traveled as the fact that the people of
Pennsyivania can now support a man of his type
as the representative of our State in the Senate.”

—Dr. L. 5. Rowe, President American Academy of
Political and Social Science,
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“Every fair-minded man in Pennsylvania, with-
out regard to political beliefs, recognizes the great
service that Hon. Gifford Pinchot has rendered the
coming generations of this country by his fight
for the conservation of our natural resources. If
elected to the United States Senate, he is one of
the few men big enough to take in the future as
well as the present generation.

“In his platform recently made public, he is clear
on the temperance question, declaring for county
local option and for permitting the people of the
nation as a whole to settle the guestion as to its
national aspect.”

—The American Issze, Organ of the Pennsylvania
Anti-Saloon League, pril 24th

“I hope you defeat Penrose. For your campaign

against him | have sent a check for $100. . .. In

doing this, ]| emphasize my Republicanism. Like

thousands of Republicans in Pennsylvania and

other States, I have always thought the Pe

influence harmiul to the Republican part

spirit is counter to what I conceive to be

spirit. His defeat will destroy his influsnce in my

party and his power for harm in the country,
“My long friendship with you and my admiration

for your work as a public official make it the easier

for me to contribute to your campaign to defeat one

who pretends to be a Republican. Youa

did idealist. You do things too. ... You

that rarest of qualities among public mer

regardless of consequences to you personally.’

—From letter of Herbert Parsons, of New York.
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MY FRIEND GIFFORD PINCHOT

By E. T. RIVIERE
Milford, Pike County, Pa.

HAVE known Gifford Pinchot all his
I life. He is a fighter and always has

been. For twenty years, in office and
out of office, he has fought for the people
against the grabbers and wasters of our
public wealth.

It was Pinchot who prevented the theft
of billions of tons of coal in the Alaska
fields.

When Roosevelt left the White House,
Richard Achilles Ballinger, Secretary of
the Interior under Taft, attempted to hand
the fraudulent Cunningham coal claims in
Alaska over to the Guggenheims.

Pinchot stood in the way. Because he
did so he was dismissed from office by
President Taft.

But Pinchot refused to be throttled.
He appealed to the people and saved the

Page twenty-five




coal lands. Since then, as President of
the National Conservation Association, he
has kept up the fight against monopoly
until this day.

Roosevelt’s Right-Hand Man

Pinchot was Roosevelt's right-hand man
in Washington, and suggested many of
the most important policies of his admin-
istration. Among these were the con-
servation policy, the saving of the forests,
the protection of water powers against
monopoly, the development of our nav-
igable streams, the improvement of life
for the farmer, and the preservation of
our coal lands for the people.

He was one of the leaders in securing
better working conditions for the miners.
With the support and co-operation of
Roosevelt, Pinchot, John Mitchell, and
Joseph A. Holmes were mainly responsible
for the creation of the bureau of mines.

For years Pinchot has been fighting to
put an end to child labor,
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He took part in the fight for pure food,
and helped to frame the meat inspection
law, which the beef trust opposed in vain.

A Man Who Does Things

Pinchot is first of all a man who brings
new things to pass.

He began the fight for conservation of
natural resources for the people of this
country and made it an issue.

He was responsible for saving a hun-
dred million acres of public forests, in
spite of all the grabbers could do.

He took charge of the Forest Service
of the United States when there were only
eleven persons in it, and left it the best
organized bureau in Washington, employ-
ing more than 3000 men.

A Fighter Against Monopoly
Pinchot uncovered the attempts of the
magnates to monopolize our natural re-
sources. He laid down a plan to pre-
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serve the people’s rights and at the same
time encourage business development and
enterprise.

He was attacked again and again but
refused to give way, and his fight awoke
the country.

Pinchot is the man who started the
fight to conserve the water-power rights,
checked the growing water-power trust,
and saved millions of dollars for the public.

At the meeting of the National Con-
servation Congress last fall he won a
decisive battle for the people over the
water-power monopolists.

An Expert in Law Making

Pinchot has been active for twenty
years in shaping legislation for the benefit
of the people. During his long service as
a public official he drew bills, appeared
before committees to urge their passage,
conferred with members of House and
Senate, and steered the measures through
Congress. His ability and experience in
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this work peculiarly fit him for the duties
of a United States Senator.

An Out-Door Man

Pinchot has spent much of his life in
the open. He knows the mountains, the
streams, and the farms. As a practical
forester, woodsman, and hunter, he knows
the woods and can take care of himself
in them by day or night. He is a good
shot and has a country-wide reputation
as a fisherman.

His People

Mr. Pinchot’s family has been identified
with the interests of Pennsylvania from
the first days of the Republic. An ances-
tor on his grandmother's side, Francis
Joseph Smith, came from Belgium with
a letter of introduction from Benjamin
Franklin to Robert Morris. After serving
as major in the Revolutionary War, he
settled in the Delaware Valley at Shaw-
nee, now in Monroe County.
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Gifford Pinchot’s great grandfather,
Constantine Pinchot, and his grandfather,
C. C. D. Pinchot, whom I knew well,
settled in Milford in 1816. Since that
time the Pinchot family has belonged to
Pike County. Mr. Pinchot’s father, James
W. Pinchot, was born in Milford and
built the present Pinchot home there in
~1886.

In that home, during the last twenty-
eight years, Mr. Pinchot has done much
of his technical and political writing. He
has long been a property holder and tax-
payer in Pike County.

Forester by Profession

Gifford Pinchot was born in Simsbury,
Connecticut, at the home of his mother’s
parent’s, in 1865. He attended Phillips
Exeter Academy and graduated from Yale
in 1889. He was the first American to
make forestry his profession.
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In 1898 he took charge of the Gov-
ernment forest work, which required him
to live in Washington. His fight against
Ballinger led to his removal by President
Taft in 1910. In that vear he established
his voting residence in Pike County, the
home of his people for more than 150
years.

Pinchot is an Episcopalian, and takes
an active part in the work of the State
Y. M. C. A, For vears he has been a
leader in the movement to improve the
condition of country churches,

For over fifty years | have been a res-
ident of Gifford Pinchot’s home town, and
from early boyhood I have been thrown
into close association with his family and
with him. As children we grew up to-
gether; as boys we hunted and fished
together, and in later life we have been
concerned together with the interests of
Milford and Pike County.
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IN WHICH COLUMN ARE YOU?

For Pinchot

Theodore Roosevelt
Jane Addams
Ben B. Lindsey,
the Children’s Judge
Dr. Harvey W. Wiley
H. L. Stimson, of N. Y.
The New York Tribune
and the free papers
James R. Garfield
Herbert Knox Smith,
Com. of Corporations
under Roosevelt
Albert J. Beveridge
Gov. Hiram W. Johnson
E. P. Costigan, counsel
for Colorado strikers
Dr. Leo S. Rowe
Dr. J. T. Rothrock
George Wharton Pepper
Dr. J. William White
H. D. W. English
Dr. Charles F. Swift
Harry P. Cassidy
Chas. McCarthy, of Wis.
Victor Murdock
Senator Moses E. Clapp
rancis J. Heney
William T. Hornaday
William Kent, of Calif.
Booker T. Washington
Charles S. Barrett,
Pres. Farmers’ Union

Against Pinchot

Boies Penrose

The Liquor Interests

Jos. R.'Grundy and the
Child Labor Exploiters

The Food Poisoners

Boss Barnes, of N. Y.

The corporation-kept
papers everywhere

Standard Qil

The Water-power Monop-
olists

The Tobacco Trust

The Beef Trust

The Guggenheims

The Rockefellers and oth-
er Colo. mine owners

The Anthracite Trust

Jim McNichol

The Vares

“Bad Roads” Bigelow

Senator Bill Crow

Senator George T, Oliver

The Short-weight Men

James M. Beck, of S. O.

“Uncle Joe’’ Cannon

Ex.Senator Wm. Lorimer

The Land Grabbers

The Game Destroyers

Ex-Senator Murray Crane

John K. Tener

Frank Feeney, Mc-
Nichal’s Labor Agent
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“...among the many, many public officials who under my adminis-
tration rendered literally invaluable service to the people of the
United States, Gifford Pinchot on the whole, stood first.”

jM ﬂo—omé(_

— President Theodore Roosevelt

“Gifford Pinchot was more than a forester; he was the Father of
American conservation. He believed that the riches of this continent
should be used for all the people to provide a more abundant life,
and he believed that the waste of these resources, or the exploita-
tion by a few, was a threat to our National democratic life...In the

space of a few short vears he made conservation an accepted virtue
and part of our life...Every great work is in the shadow of a man,

and I don’t think many Americans can point to such a distinguished

record as can Gifford Pinchot.” %ﬁ :

— President John F. Ke
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For half a century, Gifford Pinchot was Amer-
ica's leading advocate of environmental conserva-
tion. In just two decades of his 81-year long life
he raised forestry and conservation of all re-
sources from an unknown experiment to a nation-
wide movement. He made the nation conscious
of the need to manage its forests. He developed
a 10-man office into a Forest Service administering
a national system of forest reserves. And he made
conservation public issue and national policy.

In fact, conservation was a word that Gifford
Pinchot brought into everyday usage. He chose the
word conservation to describe the effort of main-
taining and protecting environmental resources for
all generations.

Gifford Pinchot derived his conservation philos-
ophy from his father, James Pinchot. In fact, it was
at Grey Towers in the 1880's that James discussed
the relationship of forests and natural resources
to the welfare of a strong nation with his sons,
Gifford and Amos. It was at Grey Towers, too, that
the older man suggested that his son Gifford study
forestry, then an unknown profession in the United
States.

After graduation from Yale University in 1889,
Pinchot went abroad to attend L’Ecole Nationale
Forestiere in Nancy, France, and to receive the
tutorage of the prominent European foresters of
Germany, France, Switzerland, and Austria.

When he returned home as America's first pro-
fessional forester, Pinchot was offered the job of
forest manager on George W. Vanderbilt's 7,000-
acre Biltmore Estate near Asheville, N.C. Pinchot
put his professional training to work on the Estate.
In a short time, his concerted forestry management

GIFFORD PINCHOT
(1865-1946)

voo (1 - F Dpanmnoyslvrrms
Twice Governor of Pennsylvania

First-Chief of the USDA Forest Service
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ograms of the For Service and other col
vation agencies through research
conferences

URRENT PROGRAM

The Pinchot Institute for Conservation Studies

was dedicated bv President John F. Kennedy in

1963. In 1977 the program was expanded to include
a Visitor Inform: Service Human
Resource program, historic restoration, and National
program elements. The Institute will contribute to
the long range management of the environment
by conducting conferences to improve technology
transfer, environmental education, urban forestry.
and policy formulation, and by developing and im-
plementing programs to improve public understand-
ing of conservation principles, programs that will
lead to greater public appreciation and more effec-
tive participation in resource manage ment and the
decision-making process.

It will also provide an opportunity for people to
visit the historic Pinchot family estate. The estate,
Grey Towers—A registered National Historic Land-
mark—was the home of an aristocratic French
family who migrated to America. The family
wealthy, influential, and dedicated to the promise
of the future. They knew science and politics. They
were achievers with empathy for the public and a

e undershnm,iing of the need for wise steward-
ship of the land and the environment.

Grey Towers will include a place for hon
those who have achieved greatness in developing
the fundamental American concept of resource con-
servation to enhance the qualily of life

Grey Towers symbolizes those qualities of intel-
lectual freedom and responsibility to humankind
that characterize all the great leaders in [ﬂe conser-
vation movement. Their s politi
and techniques were different, but their unanimity
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For additional information contact:

Pinchot Institute for Conservation Studies
Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry
Milford, Pennsylvania 18337
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About this issue. . . . . .

Articles on Gifford Pinchot by Mrs. Barry Walden Walsh, Dr. Stephen R. Fox, and Professor John W. Furlow, Jr.,
are published in this issue of the Theodore Roosevelt Association Journal. These three essays were originally presented
as papers at the 16th Rose Hill Seminar, ‘‘Gifford Pinchot, Conservationist and Public Servant,” held at Wilson Col-
lege, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, June 6, 1987. The Rose Hill Seminars were founded by the late Homer
Rosenberger, Ph.D., and held for many years at Dr. Rosenberger’s home, ‘‘Rose Hill,”” near Waynesboro, Pennsyl-
vania. Today the Rose Hill Seminars on history are held annually at Wilson College, and are sponsored by the Penn-
sylvania Historical Association, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Kittochtinny Historical Society,
Waynesboro Historical Society, Pennsylvania Junto, and Wilson College. Professor John W. Furlow, Jr., was chair-
man of the 16th Rose Hill Seminar. ...... Mrs. Barry Walden Walsh, author of “‘Gifford Pinchot, Conserva-
tionist,’” is former Senior Editor of the Journal of Forestry. Stephen R. Fox, Ph.D., whose paper ‘“‘Gifford Pinchot
and His Place in the American Conservation Movement’’ is published in this issue of the Journal, is the author of
John Muir and His Legacy: The American Conservation Movement (1981), The Mirror Makers: A History of
American Advertising And Its Creators (1984), and other books. Dr. Fox is a member of the Theodore Roosevelt
Association, and has written previously for the Journal. Dr. John W. Furlow, Jr., is Assistant Professor of History at
the DuBois Campus of Pennsylvania State University and Director of Academic Affairs at the DuBois Campus. Dr.
Furlow’s essay ‘‘Gifford Pinchot: Public Service and the Meaning of Conservation”’ is the third of the three papers
from the 16th Rose Hill Seminar included in this issue of the Journal. . . .. .. The Association thanks the authors of
these three essays on Gifford Pinchot, and the directors of the Rose Hill Seminars, for permission to publish the
papers in the Theodore Roosevelt Association Journal. The Association also thanks Mr. Edmund J. Vandermillen,
current Director of Public Affairs for the USDA Forest Service, and former Director of the Pinchot Institute for Con-
servation Studies and the Grey Towers National Historic Landmark, for his work on the 1987 Rose Hill Seminar, and
for his efforts to promote historical scholarship on the American conservation movement.

—John A. Gable, Executive Director, Theodore Roosevelt Association.

Gipord Loinchot
71865 - 7946

The son of wealthy and public-spirited parents, James Pinchot and Mary Jane Eno Pinchot, Gifford Pinchot, after
graduating from Yale in 1889, studied at L’Eclole Nationale Forestiere in Nancy, France, and became the first pro-
fessionally trained American forester. In 1898, Gifford Pinchot was appointed Chief of the Division of Forestry in the
Department of Agriculture during the administration of President William McKinley, and continued in this post
under President Theodore Roosevelt. In 1905, when the present Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture was
created, TR named Pinchot the first Chief of the USDA Forest Service. Under TR and Pinchot, the forest reserves of
the United States were expanded from approximately 43,000,000 acres to about 194,000,000 acres. Pinchot served on
several presidential study commissions under TR, and was a leader of the Conference of Governors in 1908 and the
North American Conservation Conference in 1909. TR said that ‘‘among the many, many public officials who under
my administration rendered literally invaluable service to the people of the United States, Gifford Pinchot on the
whole, stood first.”’ Edmund J. Vandermillen, present Director of Public Affairs of the USDA Forest Service, writes
of TR and Pinchot: ““They saw eye to eye on conservation policy and the ideals of good government. They also shared
a deep mutual respect for each other. To Pinchot, Roosevelt was a great American hero, and to Roosevelt, Gifford

Pinchot epitomized the ideal public servant.”

Fired as Chief of the Forest Service in 1910 by President William Howard Taft in a dispute over conservation, Gifford
Pinchot became an outspoken critic of TR’s successor, and in 1912 Gifford and his brother Amos Richard Eno Pin-
chot (1873-1944) became leaders in the Progressive (‘‘Bull Moose®’) Party, which nominated Roosevelt for President
against Republican Taft and Democrat Woodrow Wilson. In 1914, Gifford Pinchot was the defeated Progressive can-
didate for the U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania. From 1920 to 1922, Gifford Pinchot served as Commissioner of Forestry
for Pennsylvania; and in 1922, as a Republican, he was elected Governor of Pennsylvania, again winning that office in
1930. (At the time, Governors of Pennsylvania were prohibited from holding successive terms.) Pinchot’s two ad-
ministrations are widely regarded as among the most productive and important in his state’s history.

During his first term as Governor of Pennsylvania, Pinchot settled the anthracite coal strike of 1923, reorganized state
government, and eliminated the state’s huge deficit. In his second term, he built some 20,000 miles of rural roads,
thereby becoming known as the Governor who got “‘the farmers out of the mud.”” During both terms, he fought for
the regulation of public utilities. In his 1923 inaugural address, Pinchot declared that his victory was “‘the direct

descendant of the Roosevelt Progressive movement of 1912.”
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Gifford Pinchot was a founder and the first President of the Society of American Foresters, and served as President of
the National Conservation Association, 1910-1925. The Pinchot family endowed the Yale School of Forestry in 1900,
and Gifford was Professor of Forestry of Yale, 1903-1936. He served with the U.S. Food Administration during
World War [, and in World War II was an advisor to the Navy on lifeboat improvement, developing a special fishing
kit for survival. At the time of his death, at age 81 in 1946, Pinchot was working on plans for a United Nations con-
ference on conservation.

Gifford Pinchot married Cornelia Bryce (1881-1960) in 1914, Cornelia Bryce Pinchot was active in public affairs, and
in 1949 was a delegate to the United Nations Scientific Conference on Conservation, the conference planned by her

late husband.

Gifford Pinchot in 1919 was one of the founders of the Roosevelt Memorial Association (later the Theodore Roosevelt
Association), and in the 1920s was Chairman of the Association’s ‘‘Committee for the Perpetuation of Roosevelt’s
Ideals’’ and a member of the Executive Committee of the Association.

Grey Towers, the Pinchot family home in Milford, Pennsylvania, a chateau designed by Richard Morris Hunt and
built in 1885, was given to the USDA Forest Service in 1963, and became the home of Pinchot Institute for Conserva-
tion Studies and a museum open to the public.

fWW Gornservationdst

Barry Walden Walsh

Seven years ago, when I began work as an editor for
the Society of American Foresters, I took my mother
and daughter to see my office outside Washington,
D.C. We followed the drive through the wooded pro-
perty and pulled up in front of a fieldstone manor
house, where a sign read, ‘‘The Gifford Pinchot
Forestry Building.’’ My mother, who happens to be a
native of Pennsylvania, asked, ‘““Why did the
foresters name their headquarters for Governor Pin-
chot?”’ Why indeed.

Pinchot once stated, ‘I have been a governor every
now and then, but I am a forester all the time—have
been and shall be to my dying day.’”” And his was a
long and intensely active life, extending from the
close of the Civil War through World War II.

At the turn of the century, Pinchot founded and
served as first president of the Society of American
Foresters, a professional group comparable to the
American Bar Association. It was Pinchot who sug-
gested a U.S. Forest Service, and as its first chief, he
spread the idea of preserving forests to a nation of
pioneers then intent on clearing the wilderness. Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, in a 1963 speech, credited
Pinchot as the father of American conservation,
stating: ‘‘In the space of a few short years he made
conservation an accepted virtue and part of our life.”

Pinchot was a scientist-politician with something of
the Don Quixote in his approach to public ser-
vice—in his quest for the greatest good—in his tire-
less effort to right each wrong as he saw it. Along the
way, he proved himself a fearless fighter, and he met
challenge on all sides. Land developers in the North-
west hung him in effigy to protest ‘‘Pinchotism,”
their name for the policies regulating the use of

federal forests. Charging him with empire-building,
they called him ““Gifford the First.”” Meanwhile, the
preservationists, led by John Muir, condemned him
as a deconservationist for advocating development of
water resources at Yosemite.

The focus of this essay is conservation. But in work-
ing on a new Pinchot biography, I find it difficult to
separate his career in natural resources from his
politics. The fight for conservation was often on a
political front.

Student

Gifford Pinchot was the first American-born pro-
fessional forester. What did that mean exactly? First
of all, a forester is not a logger with a college degree.
A forester must understand logging and supervise
loggers, but a forester is primarily a theorist and
diagnostician. You will hear foresters speak of
treatments and prescriptions to improve the health of
a forest and of the young trees that must in time
replace it.

When Pinchot set out to become a forester, the
United States had no forestry schools, and he had to
look to Europe, where forests had been managed for
hundreds of years. Pinchot was well-prepared for
graduate studies abroad. His fluency in French
allowed him to enroll in the National Forest School
at Nancy, France. For a study tour through the Black
Forest, he had only to brush up on his German.

His parents had educated him in the style of a Vic-
torian gentleman. He grew up in the Fifth Avenue
townhouse of his maternal grandfather Amos Eno,
who had amassed a fortune in Manhattan real estate.
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At age six, Gifford went with his parents to live for
several years in Paris. He later attended private
schools in New York City, was tutored for a term in
England, and prepared for college at Phillips Exeter.
At Yale, he took courses in the Sheffield School of
Science, and graduated as a prize-winning orator in
the Class - of 1889.

Everyone discouraged him from choosing forestry as
a career, everyone except his father James Wallace
Pinchot, who had inherited logging concerns near
Milford, Pennsylvania, from his father. On business
trips abroad, James Pinchot compared the cutover
hills near Milford with the well-managed forests of
Europe. As he told Gifford, it was time for
someone’s son to render valuable service to the na-
tion through forestry.

Consulting Forester

Returning from his studies in Europe, Gifford Pin-
chot prepared forestry reports on Phelps Dodge &
Company lands in the West. After a year of travel,
writing, and speaking on forestry, he was ready for
his first major assignment—to make forestry pay at
Biltmore, the 7,000-acre estate being put together
near Asheville, North Carolina, by George Vander-
bilt. The goal was to harvest over-mature trees
without injuring the young understory, while at the
same time earning a profit for the owner. Pinchot
would work on the Biltmore project for six years.

In 1896, Pinchot was named a member and secretary
of the National Academy of Sciences’ Forest Com-
mission formed at the request of the Secretary of the
Interior. Pinchot was the youngest member and the
only trained forester. After a 3-month tour of the
West, with John Muir as guide, the Commission
recommended adding 21 million acres of new forest
reserves, which President Grover Cleveland pro-
ceeded to do.

Public Forester

Members of the Commission could not agree on how
these lands should be treated, and the following sum-
mer, the Secretary of the Interior hired Pinchot as a
confidential forest agent to examine the reserves and
recommend policy. His appointment angered Com-
mission Chairman Charles Sargent, a Harvard
botany professor. Sargent complained that Pinchot
had ‘‘gone over to the politicians’’ and regretted
starting him on his government career.

The following year, Pinchot was named chief of the
11-man Forestry Division in the Department of Agri-
culture in William McKinley’s administration. Now
an awkward situation had arisen: the forest reserves
were under the Department of the Interior, but the
only professional foresters in government were in the
Department of Agriculture. Pinchot led a crusade to

have the reserves moved to the Department of Agri-
culture. It took him seven years, and the support of
the young president who succeeded McKinley,
Theodore Roosevelt.

To create a climate favorable to the transfer, Pinchot
traveled the nation, speaking on forestry. He
established the first press bureau within a federal
agency, and forestry press releases went out regu-
larly. Pinchot used the press to reach the American
people in that turn-of-the-century era before radio or
TV.

Victory came in 1905, when the forest reserves were
moved to Agriculture. In 1907, they were renamed
“national forests.”” The name change was not an
empty one but meant that—rather than being locked
up—federal forestlands would be managed for “‘the
greatest good of the greatest number in the long
run.”

The charge that he had gone over to the politicians
was now accurate in one respect. Pinchot had
become politically astute. He had mastered the
federal legislative process—no small task—but not
without making powerful enemies.

In 1907, a senator from Oregon introduced an
amendment to that year’s Agricultural Bill, taking
from the President and reserving for Congress the
power to create new national forests in six Western
states. The president had one week to sign the bill.
What could Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pin-
chot possibly do in one week? They created what
came to be called the ““midnight forests.’’ Forest Ser-
vice staff worked round the clock drawing up the
proclamations. Pinchot carried them to the White
House, and with maps and forms spilling over onto
the floor of his office, the president signed them.

Only at week’s end, after securing 16 million acres of
new national forests, did T.R. sign the bill. The
Western interests, when they learned what had hap-
pened, were livid. Though they couldn’t touch
Roosevelt, they swore to get The Forester. They
challenged Forest Service policies in court, un-
successfully, and scrutinized each appropriation.
Pinchot thrived in the heady atmosphere of Con-
gressional combat, and later would say, ‘‘As I see it,
the greatest of all luxuries is to work yourself to your
very limit in a cause in which you believe with your
whole soul.”

Pinchot’s government work was not limited to
forestry. He also suggested and served on a number
of presidential commissions—Organization of
Government Scientific Work and Public Lands
(1903), Department Methods (1905), Inland Water-
ways (1907), Country Life and the National Conser-
vation Commission (1908). Years later another
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano, would credit Pinchot as
the first of the “‘brain trusters.”
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From his commission work, Pinchot gained a com-
prehensive knowledge of federal land management,
and began to see that forestry problems could not be
isolated. Forests, waters, minerals, fish and game
were linked. He was horseback riding in Rock Creek
Park one winter day in 1907, when the idea struck
him that natural resources were not a series of
separate problems but a single question with many
parts. To coordinate resource management, a whole
new movement would be needed, and Pinchot and
his advisors christened it ‘‘conservation.’’ Although
others laid the groundwork, the packaging of conser-
vation in the early part of this century was pure
Pinchot.

As electricity began to dominate American life, Pin-
chot grew concerned with the development of hydro-
power sites on the national forests. Recognizing the
potential for private monopolies in what he believed
should remain public utilities, he helped write the
first regulations on hydropower leases. He advised
withdrawing from entry those areas of the public do-
main especially favorable for dams. Some of these
sites were withdrawn on the grounds that they were
needed for forest ranger stations. Pinchot’s efforts
later contributed to the Federal Water Power Act of
1920 and to his Giant Power proposals as governor.

Speaking of which, another Pinchot innovation was
the first governors’ conference, and it occurred long
before he himself was a governor. In 1907, the Inland
Waterways Commission had raised the novel idea
that the governors of the states might gather to con-
fer on a subject of common interest. Theodore
Roosevelt invited them to meet at the White House;
the subject to be the conservation of natural
resources. Pinchot not only planned the conference
and wrote a number of the speeches, but helped
finance the meeting out of his own pocket. He also
entertained nearly a thousand delegates and guests at
his home on Rhode Island Avenue in Washington.

The governors proposed that the president appoint a
National Conservation Commission to inventory the
country’s natural resources—something that had
never been done. The commission, with Pinchot as
chairman, completed the inventory in six months.

At Pinchot’s suggestion, Theodore Roosevelt
scheduled a North American Conservation Con-
ference, and Pinchot personally delivered invitations
to the governments of Mexico and Canada. Another
Pinchot original, the conference was the first inter-
national meeting ever held on conservation. It took
place in Washington, D.C., in February, 1909, and
the delegates called for all nations to confer on con-
serving natural resources worldwide. Roosevelt then
announced to Congress that he was inviting the na-
tions of the world to just such a meeting.

Invitations went out to 58 nations to meet at the
Peace Palace in The Hague in September, 1909. Thir-

Grey Towers, USDA Forest Service

Gifford Pinchot was the first Chief of the present USDA Forest Service.

ty nations, including Great Britain, France, and Ger-
many, had accepted when the new president, William
Howard Taft, killed the plan and recalled the invita-
tions. With this traumatic beginning, it is little
wonder that Pinchot and President Taft would clash.

The showdown came with the Ballinger-Pinchot con-
troversy over coal claims in Alaska. Pinchot charged
that Secretary of the Interior Richard Ballinger had
granted the claims knowing them to be fraudulent.
When Pinchot presented his case in a letter read in
the U.S. Senate, Taft fired him for insubordination.
The year was 1910. The subsequent Congressional in-
vestigation of the Ballinger-Pinchot matter damaged
Taft’s credibility and may have cost him reelection in
1912.

Conservationist

After leaving government service, Pinchot devoted
his efforts to the National Conservation Association,
a membership group he founded in 1909. He wrote
his classic work, The Fight for Conservation, and
lobbied to keep the national forests from being
returned to the states—a proposal that resurfaced
periodically. He began his relentless campaign for
federal regulation of forest practices on private land,
and many a lumberman was won over to forestry
from the cut-and-move-on practices then prevalent
because of the threat raised by Pinchot’s push for
regulation. He also continued to joust with the pre-
servationists.

In 1913, Pinchot was a star witness before Congress
on the matter of Hetch Hetchy, a valley within the
Yosemite National Park. San Francisco sought per-
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mission to build a reservoir at Hetch Hetchy for a
municipal water supply. Pinchot supported the reser-
voir, especially after the San Francisco earthquake
and fire of 1906. John Muir led the opposition.

Theodore Roosevelt, siding with Pinchot, had said,
“In all forestry matters, I have put my conscience in
the keeping of Gifford Pinchot.”” President
Woodrow Wilson, in deciding for San Francisco,
stated that he was less uncertain in his judgement
because he found it *. . . concurred in by men whose
energies have been devoted to conservation . . . ."”"

Muir and Pinchot had disagreed on other issues, but
Hetch Hetchy was Muir’s pet project, and he called
Pinchot a satan for endorsing the dam builders. Pin-
chot testified, *“. . . If we had nothing else to con-
sider than the delight of the few men and women who
would yearly go to Hetch Hetchy Valley, then it
should be left in its natural condition. But the con-
siderations on the other side of the question, to my
mind, are simply overwhelming . . . ."”

The Pinchot-Muir split was bitter, and traces of it
persist today between wise-use conservationists and
preservationists. Pinchot never wavered in his belief
that wise use was the key to conservation, but he may
have regretted the repercussions of Hetch Hetchy. In
his autobiography, Breaking New Ground, he said,
“One of the great mistakes of a long and misspent
life is that I saw the Yosemite Valley only after the
Grand Canyon had dulled my sense of wonder.”

In 1920, Pinchot became Commissioner of Forests in
Pennsylvania. During a two-year tenure prior to be-
ing elected governor, he reorganized the state
forestry department and waged a popular campaign
against forest fires. Pinchot was elected Governor of
Pennsylvania in 1922 and again in 1930, serving two
terms with distinction.

Pinchot began advising Franklin Roosevelt on con-
servation matters in 1912, when FDR was a state
legislator in New York. Twenty years later, as
president-elect, FDR asked Pinchot to prepare a
forestry paper with recommendations for the New
Deal. Pinchot’s report proposed nationalizing vast
acreages of private forestland which FDR felt was
too radical, but it also called for a forest work-relief
program that became the Civilian Conservation
Corps.

Pinchot differed with FDR in 1935 over the transfer
of the national forests back to Interior. The idea was
the brainchild of Secretary of the Interior Harold
Ickes. Ickes, convinced that Pinchot’s propaganda
machine had defeated the transfer bill, promised
retribution. In 1940, he wrote a scathing magazine
article, resurrecting the old Ballinger-Pinchot con-
troversy, questioning Pinchot’s motives those many
years before, and charging that Ballinger had been an
mnocent victim. Nevertheless and notwithstanding,

as Pinchot like to say, the national forests remained
in Agriculture, where they are today.

Pinchot and FDR did see eye to eye, though, on the
merits of an International Conservation Conference.
Pinchot pursued the idea with FDR throughout
World War 11, and the president had Pinchot’s pro-
posal with him when he left for Yalta. Referring to
Pinchot as ‘“‘our no. 1 conservationist,”” FDR had
given the go-ahead for the conference shortly before
he died. Pinchot, then a man in his eighties, met with
President Harry Truman to obtain his approval.

Convinced that permanent peace depended on the
wise use of the world’s natural resources, Pinchot
was working on the conference program at the time
of his death in 1946. His widow was a delegate to the
United Nations conference held in New York in 1949,
but with Pinchot gone, the gathering lacked vitality.
Historical suppositions can be intriguing. What if,
back in 1909, Germany had attended, as planned,
Pinchot’s world conference on the conservation of
natural resources?

Professor

Today, Gifford Pinchot is not much remembered as
an educator, yet he changed the thinking of a nation
by teaching Americans to value forests and waters as
precious commodities. I once asked Henry Clepper, a
Pinchot associate, how Pennsylvania happened to get
the Allegheny National Forest the same year that
Pinchot became governor of the state. Henry’s
answer was, ‘‘because he wanted it.”’ Pinchot de-
signed the national forests as models to show
Americans how to manage their forestlands—not
just to preserve spectacular sites but to preserve the
forestland base of the nation.

A charisma, lost now in dusty documents but
cherished by the friends and associates I have inter-
viewed, made Pinchot a hero of the conservation
movement, Somehow, between the epithets and the
accolades, he was able to inspire a generation of
young people. Among them was William O.
Douglas, Supreme Court Justice and lifetime con-
servationist.

But to educate foresters, the nation had to have
forestry schools. In 1900, Pinchot persuaded his
family to endow and his a/ma mater to establish the
Yale Forest School. He served as professor for four
decades and, over the years, traveled frequently to
New Haven for meetings of the school’s Governing
Board and to lecture on conservation. Through 1927,
Yale summer forestry camps were held at Grey
Towers, the Pinchot home in Milford, Pennsylvania,
where today, the U.S. Forest Service conducts the
Pinchot Institute for Conservation Studies.

Under Pinchot’s watchful eye, the Yale Forest
School supplied a steady stream of leaders for the
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conservation movement; men such as Aldo Leopold,
a founder of the Wilderness Society, and Tom Gill,
the nation’s first tropical forester. Yale has produced
forestry professors and consultants and six chiefs of
the Forest Service.

Pinchot saw his students as the new growth of the
profession—a new growth to be nurtured. During his

own student days in France in the woods near Ver-
dun, he had learned that /e coup d’oeil forestier—the
eye of the forester—must ever be on the next genera-
tion. Some of his students came to differ and some
even to break with their old chief, but this was hardly
surprising, for they had been taught to fight for con-
servation by the man who wrote the book.

Americare Gonservatiorn SMovement
by

Stephen Fox

Defining Gifford Pinchot’s place in the history of
American conservation depends on how you define
““history’’ and how you define ‘‘conservation.” It is
time to reassess Pinchot in this context because our
sense of both history and conservation has been
changing over the last few decades.

In a general way, across the historical profession,
what is called the new social history has shifted our
attention from what politicians and governmental in-
stitutions have been doing—with a bias toward
famous names and their political viewpoints,
narrowly construed—to what large, anonymous
groups of ordinary citizens have done, with par-
ticular attention to class and cultural aspects and
their ideologies construed in broad, not necessarily
political terms. For the study of conservation history,
this means switching the focus from political figures
and the work of government agencies like the Forest
Service and the National Park Service to the private
conservation groups—the Audubon Society, Sierra
Club, Wilderness Society, National Wildlife Federa-
tion, and the rest—and to mass public opinion, to
ideologies more cultural than political.

A brief digression: to shift our attention in this way is
to step outside the usual political spectrum of left to
right because the conservation ethic does not fit
neatly anywhere on that scale. Historically, conser-
vationists have come from anywhere in political
terms; they were mostly Republicans under the first
Roosevelt, mostly Democrats since the second
_Roosevelt. More than anything else—as I suggested
n my book John Muir and His Legacy (1981)—con-
servation is a cultural attitude, an aspect of the
“antimodern”’ tradition in American social and in-
tellectual history. The main treatment of anti-
modernism to date is a book by Jackson Lears, No
Place of Grace, published in 1981. As far as I’'m con-
cerned, Lears is the best American historian of my
generation, truly a gifted scholar. He does not treat
conservation in this book, but he has since allowed
that he should have, that the conservation ethic

longs with the other antimodernisms he describes.

Concurrently, and coincidentally, our grasp of the
origins of conservation history has been changing
because of certain archival circumstances. One
point—perhaps the only point—that conservation
historians can agree on is that around the turn of this
century, the nascent movement was split into two
camps: utilitarian or wise-use conservation and pre-
servationist or esthetic conservation, the two factions
being led, in the public perception, by Gifford Pin-
chot and John Muir. To state the difference in stark
terms, when Muir saw a tree he saw the oldest and
largest of all living things, an entity that was beauti-
ful and sufficient unto itself, not put there just for
human purposes, but with its own purposes, perhaps
even it own soul. When Pinchot saw a tree he saw
only board feet, with no purposes but human uses.

Late in life John Muir started to write his
autobiography, but he never finished it. The only
part ever published took him merely to the age of 22,
when he left the family farm in Wisconsin for college
in Madison. After Muir died in 1914, his descendants
for their own peculiar, mysterious reasons kept his
private papers locked up for some sixty years; they
allowed only the two reverent, authorized
biographies published in 1923 and 1945. Historians
thus have not had access to the materials they need
for a just estimate of Muir and his tradition.

By contrast Pinchot did finish his autobiography,
down to the end of his conservation work, when he
was 45. It was published under the title Breaking New
Ground in 1947, one year after his death. His enor-
mous collection of papers was soon opened at the
Library of Congress; it constitutes the largest such
collection of any non-President at the LC, running to
thousands of file boxes. Pinchot apparently had an
acute sense of his own historical importance and
never threw anything out. So historians have had all
the evidence they need to understand the man and his
work.

Thus we find a paradox in the reputations of these
two protean figures in recent decades. To the public
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at large, Muir is today the better known. His books
are often republished in new editions, and the Sierra
Club—which he helped found and then presided over
for the last 22 years of his life—keeps his name and
flame prominent in its publications and good works.
In the 1960s the National Wildlife Federation created
a Conservation Hall of Fame, adding one new
member each year. Muir was the second inductee,
after Theodore Roosevelt; Pinchot was not added
until the eighth year, and he followed the rather
obscure figure of Hugh Bennett of the Soil Conser-
vation Service. This sequence faithfully reflects the
relative popular reputations of Muir and Pinchot of
late.

But historians, as opposed to the general public, have
typically given Pinchot more attention and credit as
the founder of American conservation—because his
memoirs and his papers have been extensive and
available for a long time. Since the Muir papers were
finally opened some ten years ago at the University of
the Pacific in Stockton, California, three books have
appeared that made full use of them, and others are
awaiting publication. Because we now understand
Muir and Muir tradition better, we now can see Pin-
chot more clearly as well. As a scholar who has been
through some of Pinchot’s papers and all of Muir’s,
and as someone who has written a little about Pin-
chot but rather more about Muir, I tend to see
Pinchot through Muir’s eyes. That is my bias here,
and you should bear it in mind.

It seems to me, then, that Pinchot is best understood
not as a conservationist but as a politician. Recently I
re-read Breaking New Ground for the first time in ten
years. What I found most striking this time is that the
book does not read like a typical memoir by a conser-
vationist or nature lover. That is, one finds there no
fond descriptions of early baptisms in the natural
world, of the first exposures to nature; no lyrical
descriptions of natural contacts and excursions
undertaken in adulthood; no expansive philosophical
detours into arguments for religious belief derived
from the wonders of nature’s design; no speculations
about the proper human place and significance in the
grand scheme of things, all designed to curb human
hubris and induce a greater humility in us all; not
even a chapter about fishing, the outdoor activity
that Pinchot most loved.

Instead the book is mostly about politics, and the
dominant note is that of a clamorous ego. In the
tradition of most political memoirs, Pinchot’s auto-
biography regrets no decisions, admits no mistakes,
and generally exaggerates the author’s importance.
To the extend that historians have taken the book
literally, they have passed along and reinforced these
exaggerations. But this does help us define Pinchot’s
true nature and significance.

If a conservation ethic means anything, it is that
humans—especially those in modern, western, indus-

President Theodore Roosevelt and Chief Forester Gifford
Pinchot on a steamboat in the Mississippi in 1907.

trialized countries—need to tread more lightly on the
earth, to throttle down their Faustian ambitions, to
think more in terms of balance and harmony, less in
terms of ‘‘progress,’’ coarsely defined. It is no coin-
cidence that many conservationists have worked not
for money or power, but for deeply felt philosophical
reasons. Instead of bringing them money and power,
their conservation work has often cost them time and
money; in crass terms it has meant more giving than
receiving. A true conservationist should be naturally
humble, not ego-driven.

For a politician, on the other hand, ego and power
are mother’s milk. To accuse a politician of being
ambitious is like accusing a nun of being celibate. It
just goes with the job description. So while a
ravenous ego and ambition may appear unseemly in
Pinchot the conservationist, they seem routine, even
inevitable, in Pinchot the politician.

Approaching Breaking New Ground as a political
autobiography, then, how does it look? Pinchot (or
his ghostwriters) give full and generous credit to the
conservation associates in his immediate circle:
Frederick Newell, W.J. McGhee, and especially the
Forest Service cohorts. To other founders of
American conservation—those who disagreed with
him—Pinchot is less fair and forthcoming in his
acknowledgments. The treatment of Charles Sprague
Sargent of Harvard and the Arnold Arboretum is
amazingly contradictory. Pinchot extends credit and
gratitude in one chapter, then takes them back in the
next. The final verdict is not so much balanced as in-
coherent. John Wesley Powell, a far more original,
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seminal conservation thinker than Pinchot, is men-
tioned once, unfavorably, for burning a tree.
Theodore S. Palmer, the most active Audubon Socie-
ty founder and leader in Washington government
circles, is also mentioned once, as an assistant to C.
Hart Merriam, without his first name being given.
The Audubon groups and the Sierra Club, founded a
decade or more before the Forest Service, are not
mentioned at all.

The most significant omission of all is George Bird
Grinnell, a co-founder with Theodore Roosevelt of
the Boone and Crockett Club in 1887, and a much
more important conservation influence on Roosevelt
than Pinchot was. As editor of Forest and Stream
magazine, Grinnell was the ubiquitous early leader of
conservation in the eastern United States. He was ac-
tive in the fight at a time when Pinchot was still in
grade school. His complete absence from a book that
claims to be a history of the origins of American con-
servation is extraordinary—especially given that
Grinnell was a Yale man, a persuasion that Pinchot
usually treated with conspicuous generosity. (The
record of Grinnell’s historical reputation resembles
Muir’s in some ways. His papers were discovered at
the Connecticut Audubon Society by a graduate stu-
dent, John F. Reiger; the collection has since been
moved to Yale. Reiger’s books have restored the im-
portance of this remarkable man; see also the article
by John G. Mitchell in the March, 1987 issue of
Audubon.)

As an account of the beginnings of American conser-
vation, then, Pinchot’s autobiography is parochial
and selective. As a record of one politician’s origins,
it is more adequate. To see Pinchot in this light is to
see his conservation phase quite differently and less
favorably. Instead of Pinchot’s being an influence on
Theodore Roosevelt, the effect is quite in the other
direction. Pinchot did not make Roosevelt a con-
servationist; rather, Roosevelt made Pinchot a
politician.

In my book, John Muir and His Legacy, 1 have
described how Sargent brought Pinchot into national
conservation circles—and then felt betrayed, stabbed
in the back, as Pinchot took the movement from its
preservationist origins toward more modest, more
practical, more politically feasible goals of utilitarian
conservation. Pinchot rode the wave that Sargent
had already generated, and Sargent retired from con-
servation work, understandably embittered toward
Pinchot and all his designs. Pinchot meantime con-
tracted a strong and durable case of Potomac fever
which lasted the rest of his life and affected all of his
subsequent work, both in conservation and in
politics.

Roosevelt in 1900 described Pinchot as having no
more interest in politics than the Harvard
astronomers did. This changed quickly over the next
few years—because, I think, of Pinchot’s inclusion in
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the so-called ““Tennis Cabinet’’ around TR, where
the conversation ranged across any topic that was on
the President’s mind at the time, and where the
young Pinchot—still only in his late thirties when it
started—could acquire a heady, intimate sense of life
inside that most strenuous White House. From then
on, Pinchot dreamed big dreams.

Even before he got the Forest Service in 1905, Pin-
chot wanted a cabinet post, either Interior or
Agriculture. Failing that, he hoped to be anointed as
TR'’s successor as President. Much of his activity in
1907-08, though overtly in the service of conservation
and the Forest Service, actually may be seen as ef-
forts to broaden his political base beyond forestry
and win the nomination in 1908. In 1907 he attended
at least 34 meetings of various trade groups:
livestock, lumbermen, mining groups, and so on. His
membership on the Inland Waterways Commission
in 1907 put him in contact with new constituencies
and political forces. The celebrated Governors’ Con-
ference in the spring of 1908 was conceived, planned,
and paid for by Pinchot, and he carefully kept
troublesome dissenters like John Muir away from the
meeting.

It may now seem overreaching for the 43-year-old
head of a mere bureau in the Agriculture Department
to be thinking about the presidency. But he was then
a year older than TR had been when he came to the
office in 1901. Pinchot was also better known than
William Howard Taft and at least as well qualified
for the presidency, and all that either man needed to
get the nomination was TR’s approval. Pinchot had
to prove that he could function in a bigger pond than
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the Forest Service. Evidently Roosevelt was not per-
suaded, and he chose Taft—not the best decision TR
ever made.

After Taft fired him in 1910, Pinchot spent much of
his later career trying to get back to the White House.
In 1912 thirty editors polled by the Chicago Tribune
endorsed him for the nomination. As a leader of the
Progressive Party from 1912 to 1916, he in some
ways, as Martin Fausold has argued, wielded
more—and more important—national influence than
during his years at the Forest Service. In his only ma-
jor conservation job afterward, as Pennsylvania’s
Commissioner of Forestry from 1920 to 1922, he
practiced what Harold Pinkett has called ‘‘show-
window forestry,’’ that is, stressing issues like forest
fires with the widest popular appeal instead of more
substantial efforts in research and demonstration. In
his two terms as Governor of Pennsylvania, he
generally disappointed his old forestry colleagues by
his inattention to conservation matters. By 1933 he
was so out of iouch with his old calling that when
Franklin Roosevelt asked him for conservation ad-
vice, Pinchot had to turn to Robert Marshall, the
best informed of the younger generation of conser-
vationists, to draft a statement.

Seeing his life as a whole, then, it seems to me that
Pinchot was a conservationist in the same sense that
Herbert Hoover was an engineer and Ronald Reagan
was a movie star. It was an early phase, before mov
ing on to a life in national politics. That Pinchot is
now mostly remembered as a conservationist may be
because—unlike Hoover and Reagan—he never
made it to the White House; but also because his con-
servation work was more significant than Hoover’s

engineering or Reagan’s acting, excuse the faint
praise.

Let me be clear about this: nothing I have said should
deny Pinchot’s importance as a conservationist in his
prime time, from 1895 to 1910. Granted that he had
few original ideas, and that the books and articles
published under his name were written by other
people. Yet he was a truly brilliant administrator,
publicist, and advocate: tireless, inventive, and
honest. He created and set up his own Forest Service,
and he ran it along standards of professionalism and
honesty that lasted for decades after his departure.
The extent to which his version of conservation has
dominated most historical accounts is its own tribute
to his success at making ‘“forestry’’ and ‘‘conserva-
tion” and ‘‘Gifford Pinchot’ virtually inter-
changeable terms.

Whether he ever inspired anybody to enter politics is
not a matter of record. But there is no doubt of his
inspirational effect on later conservationists as
diverse as Robert Marshall, Harold Ickes, Aldo
Leopold, Justice William O. Douglas, and Bernard
DeVoto. Even though all five of these men ultimately
gravitated toward the Muir tradition and away from
Pinchot, they all started out as Pinchot disciples, in-
spired by his example. In conservation affairs, the
Muirs and the Pinchots have needed each other: the
Muirs offering vision, zeal, and a kind of purity,
while the Pinchots bring practicality, staying power,
and an ability to get things done. Without Pinchot
and the tradition descended from him, American
conservation would have remained only half a
movement.
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At the beginning of his book entitled Gifford Pin-
chot, Private and Public Forester, Harold Pinkett
quotes Pinchot as saying: ‘‘I have been a Governor
every now and then, but I am a forester all the
time.”’' One could conclude that Gifford wanted to
reassure his associates in forestry that despite his ex-
cursions into elective politics, he was true to his pro-
fession, the one he had introduced to America in the
late nineteenth century.

Many of his forestry associates preferred or prefer to
minimize Pinchot’s political involvement in the later
years of his life. They consider this activity less con-
sequential than the great battles fought for conserva-
tion in the early 1900’s when the Forest Service was
set on a firm foundation by its chief, *“G.P.,”’ as his
subordinates called him.?

American history texts reflect this same bias. After
Pinchot’s confrontation in 1910 with Secretary of the
Interior Ballinger over the disposition of coal
resources on public lands in Alaska, he disappears
from these surveys.? Despite a very active life which
spanned the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression,
the Second World War, and the post-war effort to
achieve permanent peace, little is published about
what happened to this influential public figure.

Neglecting the later career of Gifford Pinchot is to
fail to recognize his role in a significant development
in the concept of ‘‘conservation.’’ This is the term to
which he is credited with giving life and so much
publicity. Ignored also would be his close relation-
ship with Cornelia Bryce, whom he married in 1914.
In this later period together they saw their strategy
for international peace finally move a step toward
reality. Despite his associates’ and historians’ efforts
to confine him to forestry, Gifford Pinchot proved,
as he did so often during his lifetime, that he would
not or could not be limited physically or spiritually.

According to Henry Clepper, historian of the
forestry movement,* the concept of ‘‘conservation”
had been developing for thirty years before Gifford
Pinchot and Theodore Roosevelt focused public at-
tention and concern on it at the beginning of the 20th
Century. Several individuals are said to have actually
used the word first in its modern connotation or sug-
gested it to Pinchot.*

The definition of the term ‘‘conservation’” has been
disputed over the years, and Pinchot himself used the
term to mean different things. In 1910 he proclaimed
that the basic principles behind conservation were the

development of and use of natural resources for the
benefit of the many, and not merely for the profit of
a few. He insisted on the scientific management of
renewable resources to prevent waste and to
guarantee their availability for future use.® Thirty-
five years later in his autobiography, Breaking New
Ground, published the year after his death, he wrote:
““‘Conservation is the foresighted utilization, preser-
vation, and/or renewal of forests, waters, and lands
and minerals for the greatest good of the greatest
number for the longest time . . . it means everywhere
and always that the public good comes first.”’ By
then he had come to this interesting and expansive
conclusion: *‘It is obvious, therefore, that the prin-
ciples of conservation must apply to human beings as
well as to natural resources.”"’

All accounts agree that Pinchot believed firmly that
natural resources, renewable or not, were there for
the use of and the benefit of all mankind.® As noted
by many, this idea appeared to flow from the Judeo-
Christian belief that God created the natural world
under man’s dominion.’

Although his background was as a forester, Pinchot
did not confine his original definition of conserva-
tion in 1900 to the protection of trees, but broadened
the resources to be wisely managed to soil, water,
minerals, and grazing areas.'” In 1908 he was in-
volved in the renaming of the journal of the
American Forestry Association from Forestry and Ir-
rigation to Conservation to denote these broader
concerns. Pinchot also founded the Conservation
Association to pressure for government action to
realize the broad objectives of the conservation
movement as defined by Pinchot.

Henry Clepper states that there was no disharmony
between the American Forestry Association and the
National Conservation Association. However, after
a few issues of the journal were published under the
name Conservation, its title was changed to
American Forestry, and the Directors of the
American Forestry Association determined not to
follow Pinchot in what Henry Clepper calls ‘‘their
sound decision’ not to be a party to his ‘‘grandiose’’
plans. Eventually, the National Conservation
Association with many shared members merged back
into the American Forestry Association.'’

Pinchot not only actively attempted to broaden the
types of resources placed under the protective cover
of conservation but also supported the emerging con-
cept of multiple-use for those forest reserves first set
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aside by Presidents Harrison and Cleveland and then
to an increasing extent by T.R. Multiple-use, with as
many shadings of meanings as the word ‘“‘conserva-
tion,’” directed that public forest lands and reserves
were to be open to use for a wide range of purposes,
from flood control to grazing to lumbering to mining
to recreation. Pinchot and the Forest Service pursued
this democratic policy which they believed was com-
plementary to the idea of ‘‘conservation.”” After the
acceptance of ‘‘multiple-use,”” the Forest Service
placed few restrictions on the types of utilization of
the reserves.'?

This idea remained strong with Pinchot throughout
his long life. In 1931, Governor Pinchot broke
ground for Pymatuning Dam reserve area in the
northwestern part of Pennsylvania. He pointed
proudly to the value of this project which served as a
means of flood control, as well as a recreational site
for the citizens of the state and a source of employ-
ment.'* Despite potential conflicts over the use of the
reserves, such as the desire to preserve the beauty and
uniqueness of wilderness areas by denying access to
them by the masses, Pinchot saw primarily the poten-
tial of multiple uses. He firmly believed any conflict
could be managed by an effective administrator,
which he was recognized to be.'*

Beyond expanding the natural resources to be
managed for future use and exploring the wise
utilization of public reserves, Gifford Pinchot par-
ticipated in formally nationalizing and interna-
tionalizing the conservation movement. The White
House Governor’s Conference of 1908 on Conserva-
tion, for which Pinchot served as Chairman, was so
successful in terms of encouraging commitment to
the cause by the leadership of the country, that he
called for a conference of the leaders of the United
States, Canada, and Mexico. The positive results of
that meeting resulted in invitations being sent by
T.R. to the world to join in a gathering to promote
cooperation in conservation. When William Howard
Taft became President and rescinded the invitations,
Pinchot was not able to carry the idea of interna-
tionalizing conservation any further at that time.'’

The first years of the new century had seen America’s
first professional forester reach the heights of na-
tional influence through his own considerable energy
and dedication, and through the support from pro-
fessional resource associations, individual teachers
from the scientific community, and powerful
political leaders of the country. Pinchot had sensed
through his close collaboration with Theodore
Roosevelt what political power could accomplish in
terms of reordering the world for the good of the
greatest number.'®* With the incoming Taft ad-
ministration, although the basic principles of conser-
vation and multiple-use were firmly entrenched in the
Forest Service and in the public mind, their potential,
as seen by Pinchot, was not to be realized; and Pin-
chot found himself outside of government. At this

Grey Towers, USDA Forest Service

Gifford Pinchot of Pennsylvania coming up Pennsylvania Avenue in the Presidential
Inaugural Parade on March 4, 1925.

point historians writing texts on American history
lose track of Pinchot, and many of his associates in
the forestry profession expected him to return to the
fold.

In this transitional period, two influences made their
mark on Gifford Pinchot. They were to alter
significantly the meaning of conservation and of Gif-
ford Pinchot’s life. At the Governor’s Conference of
1908, amidst the many noted speakers, two in-
dividuals presenting two forces within the economic
system raised an issue that broadened the discussion
about conservation. Andrew Carnegie, in this talk on
protecting critical ores and metals from waste, spoke
about the need to conserve human resources, par-
ticularly from the dangers of extracting those ores
and metals.'” Samuel Gompers, leader of the
American Federation of Labor, expanded on that
brief touch of concern by Carnegie, not widely
known for his reticence in exploiting both natural
and human resources. Gompers warned his listeners
that constant vigilance was necessary on behalf of the
welfare of the wealth-producing wage earners upon
whose material advancement depended the future of
the Republic. He called for the conservation of
natural resources and the energy of the laborer in the
spirit of stewardship that lay beneath the brother-
hood of man. Gompers cautioned the delegates that
the greatest form of waste was the immense numbers
of people unemployed through no fault of their own
or those people whose lives had been destroyed or
whose bodies had been maimed in industry and com-
merce by ignorance, incompetence, or greed. ‘“What
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is more the antithesis to the conservation of our
natural resources?”’ he asked. The labor leader ended
his statement by calling upon the world to follow the
example of those American leaders, ‘‘the rugged,
forceful, and intelligent manhood and womanhood
who breed and foster the aristocracy of heart and
mind.””'* It is certain that Gifford Pinchot was aware
of these sentiments, and with the passage of time and
increased sensitivity they would reemerge in an ex-
panded definition of conservation.

In 1914, Gifford Pinchot at age 49, married Cornelia
Bryce. Cornelia met Gifford through her father’s ac-
quaintance with Theodore Roosevelt. With red hair
and a record of political activism, she was Gifford’s
equal in energy and interest in politics.'® Their part-
nership began with an unsuccessful race by Gifford
for the United States Senate seat from Pennsylvania
then held by Boies Penrose, powerful national
Republican boss. This attempt was the first of many
by Pinchot to return to national political position
and power. With the strong support of his wife, there
would be numerous campaigns in the years ahead.*

Before these campaigns could take place, the pro-
gressive reform movement of which conservation was
a part and the Pinchots’ marriage were overwhelmed
by the ‘“War to end all wars,”’ the First World War.
Despite the destruction of human and natural
resources during that conflict, Gifford was an en-
thusiastic supporter of America’s involvement in the
war. Cornelia Pinchot with a Quaker heritage had
been associated with the peace movement before
marriage. Although agreeing enthusiastically with
Gifford on many of the reforms he advocated, in-
cluding conservation, she did not share his positive
views about war, When asked about this difference,
she stated: ““Two minds don’t think as one; it would
be dreary if true.”’*'

With the end of the hostilities, Gifford and Cornelia
returned to campaigning. In 1922, he was elected
Governor of Pennsylvania and she became first lady
of the state. By all estimates, G.P.’s concern about
forestry appeared to take second place to the broad
demands of governing a large and complex state. The
greatest accomplishment of the progressive governor
in the prosperous Twenties was an administrative
reorganization of state government in part so that
employment in it would be based on merit. This ef-
fort produced an admirable efficiency and cost
effectiveness.

In fact, the major conservation effort for the Pin-
chots in the Twenties came from their desire to con-
serve human resources. Gifford and Cornelia were
considered to be the most devoted national leaders in
the enforcement of prohibition.? The argument that
Gifford Pinchot gave that motivated his effort to
make the law work was the useless waste of human
}1fe from the evils of alcohol: of families deprived of
Income and support, of the destruction of property,

Grey Towers, USDA Forest Service
Cornelia Bryce, daughter of journalist-politician Lloyd Bryce,
was introduced to Gifford Pinchot by Theodore Roosevelt,
who attended their wedding in Roslyn, Long Island, on
August 15, 1914, Both Gifford and Cornelia were active in the
Progressive (*‘Bull Moose'') Party.

and the violence.** Despite the devotion and funds
expended, prohibition as a social experiment failed.
In his second term as governor, 1931-1935, Pinchot
would have to preside over the end of prohibition
and the initiation of the regulation of liquor sales by
the state.?*

Since constitutionally the governor could not succeed
himself, the Pinchots had to wait until 1930 for Gif-
ford to run again. By then the economic promise of
Pennsylvanian and Secretary of the Treasury, Andrew
Mellon, had turned into depression. The days of ad-
ministrative codes and balanced budgets gave way to
a time of increasing concerns for the unemployed and
those least able to survive the economic dislocations
of the Thirties.

Despite a narrow victory in 1930, the Pinchots
prepared to address the state’s deepening crisis.
While Gifford battled the still powerful Republican
machines and what he called selfish interests, and
kept an eye on the depression-inspired Democratic
Party, Cornelia used the opportunity to pursue the
causes that had meant much to her since the pro-
gressive period at the beginning of the century. One
of the most memorable and popular parts of the Pin-
chots’ campaign for the governorship in 1930 was
their pledge to get the farmers ‘‘out of the mud.”
Gifford had been associated with rural concerns since
he had served on T.R.’s Commission on Country
Life. He talked proudly of his annual meeting with
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the Grange. In turn the rural, often ‘‘dry,’’ areas of
the state gave Pinchot many of the votes in his cam-
paigns. The program to build all-weather, rural roads
which Pinchot continued throughout his second term
was a prime example of multiple-use which resulted
in the conservation of human resources. The roads,
constructed as cost effectively as possible, not only
connected the farmers to modern life and to a wider
market for their products, but provided life-saving
work and wages for the rapidly increasing numbers
of unemployed.?®

The election and inauguration of Franklin Roosevelt
in 1933 had the enthusiastic support of the Pinchots.
In assessing the changes that had taken place in the
early Thirties, Gifford concluded, ‘“The world will
never be again what it was when the depression
began. The many have come to a new sense of their
needs, their rights, and their power.”’?” He further
concluded, *“The Government of this country exists
for the protection and preservation of its people.’”*®
In his gubernatorial campaign in 1930, Pinchot had
promised a ‘‘new deal’” for the state of
Pennsylvania.?® Despite the fact that Gifford wanted
the 1932 Republican presidential nomination, he
praised FDR and his ‘‘New Deal’’ within a year of
the Democrat’s inauguration: ‘‘He moves. He tries
first one thing and then another. I stand with FDR
because he destroyed the paralyzing hopelessness in
the country.”?°

Pinchot was most pleased with the passage by the
New Deal inspired U.S. Congress in early 1933 of the
act to create the national Civilian Conservation
Corps. It appealed to him first, because it followed
the multiple-use concept. Not only did the CCC do
actual conservation work, including building
facilities for recreation, flood control measures, and
soil conservation, often at the same site, but that con-
tributed in turn to the physical and mental health of
the participants. Secondly, Pinchot took pride in his
role in impressing Franklin Roosevelt years before in
the New York State Legislature with slides of China
which showed the devastating effects of soil erosion
from a lack of conservation of forest resources. Most
importantly, this act contributed to the conservation
of human resources, not only of the men who found
work and health but of their dependents who receiv-
ed a substantial portion of their wages. Pinchot had
earlier set up work relief camps in Pennsylvania
through the cooperation of several state agencies

under military coordination that were prototypes of
the CCC camps.?*

The commitment to the conservation of human
resources deepened for the Pinchots as the depression
continued. It was based on past concerns, especially
by Cornelia Bryce, whose public activity increased as
the second governorship moved to a conclusion.
Hugh Johnson, National Recovery Act ad-
ministrator, after tangling with Mrs. Pinchot over
the policies of his office, asked the question in 1934,
““Who is Governor of Pennsylvania?’’**

In the days before her marriage, Cornelia Bryce was
active in opposition to child labor and poor working
conditions for women. In the early 1930s, she gained
national prominence for a crusade against ‘‘sweat-
shops’ which her husband defined as ‘‘factories
which pay starvation wages and violate labor
laws.’’** In particular, while serving as one of the
Governor’s representatives on a commission to in-
vestigate these employers, she marched on a picket
line at an Allentown textile mill with young women
called “‘Baby Strikers’’ by the newspapers. She ap-
peared on behalf of workers in the steel mills, in the
laundry, and hosiery businesses. In collaboration
with Charlotte Carr, the Governor’s Secretary of the
Department of Labor and Industry, Cornelia
pressured the National Red Cross and the national
government to investigate conditions in Pennsylvania
factories. The Governor concluded, “‘I think you’ll
agree that the strongest weapon I had was Cornelia
Bryce Pinchot, whose work against the sweats is
known throughout the U.S. .. .she’s this ad-
ministration’s best contribution to the cause of
workers on farm or factory, mill or mine.’**

As always, not only occupied with the present but
with the future, the Pinchots acted quickly when it
was discovered that malnutrition was causing
children to faint in school. As powerful supporters of
education as a means to a better society, the
Governor and Mrs. Pinchot set up a system of milk
stations to provide the resources to insure better
nutrition. They supervised personally the children’s
weigh-ins to make certain that the program was do-
ing the job.**

Although Democratic Governor George Earle,
elected in 1934, is credited with much of the social
legislation which because of similarities to FDR’s

For biographical information on Gifford Pinchot, see . . ... ...

Martin L. Fausold, Gifford Pinchot: Bull Moose Progressive
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program was called the ‘‘Little New Deal,”’ the Pin-
chots proposed and publicized many of the specific
elements in it. To protect the state’s valuable human
resources, the Governor proposed pensions for the
blind and aged, advocated expanded Workmen’s
Compensation, and unemployment compensation,
called for increased restrictions on child labor and
curbs on sweatshops through minimum wage and
maximum hour legislation. The Pinchots argued that
such programs made good sense because of the sav-
ings achieved by preventing the loss of human ability
and by reducing the cost of poorly administered
general public maintenance programs.** Although
the Pinchots were not successful in seeing all of their
proposed legislation passed during their tenure, the
next administration put those programs and more in-
to effect.

At the end of the term, the Pinchots were determined
to remain active in politics in order to promote the
conservation of human as well as natural resources.
Gifford ran for the Republican nomination for
United States Senator in 1934. When rejected by the
Republican Party, he almost succeeded in receiving
the Democratic nomination. Again in 1938, he tried
for the Republican nomination for governor. But a
third term was not to be. Cornelia Pinchot ran
several times for the Republican nomination for U.S.
Congress from the Milford area around Grey
Towers, and also ran for nomination from the
Philadelphia area. Not victorious, she was pleased
with her showings against entrenched incumbents.*’
These defeats did not prevent the Pinchots from
voicing their opinions on the broad issues of the day
or advocating their own proposals.

Since they believed that Franklin Roosevelt’s New
Deal was what the people wanted and needed, except
in certain details, they pressed upon him their
ultimate proposal combining the conservation of
natural and human resources. Based on their ex-
periences from the initial progressive drive for con-
servation and on years of political activity, Gifford
Pinchot with strong support from his wife urged
FDR to call an international conference that would
develop a strategy for world peace based on
cooperative efforts among nations to conserve
human and natural resources. FDR received the plea
by noting that Pinchot was a ‘‘wild man,’’ an in-
dividual who could not be controlled.?*

In the early 1940’s, Gifford fought age and illness as
he had always battled those ‘‘interests’’ who opposed
what he believed was for the ‘‘public good.” He
succumbed, however, in 1946 at the age of 81.*

It is fitting that Cornelia Bryce Pinchot would be the
one to attend the post-war world conference in 1949,
supported by FDR’s successor, Harry Truman.
Sponsored by the United Nations on the subject of
conservation and utilization of resources, scientists
from around the world and numerous interested

Cornelia Bryce Pinchot (1881-1960) was active in politics and
social reform. The historian Louis Filler writes of Mrs. Pinchot
in the 1930s: '‘For a time she was, among women concerned with
social issues, second in visibility only to Eleanor Roosevelt, with
whom as a child she went to dancing school.”

observers were invited to share their collective
wisdom with no thought to policy making.*°

Trygvie Lie, Secretary-General of the United
Nations, set the tone for this first interdisciplinary,
international, scientific meeting. In his opening
remarks, he called upon the delegates to
‘., . . mobilize technical knowledge in support of one
of the high purposes of the Charter—to raise the
standards of living. This is one of the keys to peace.
For behind most wars stand the spectres of hunger
and want—effective warmongers of the past.”” He
continued, “‘Floods, crop failures, and droughts
know no frontiers. Their effect cuts across national
boundary lines. No country has a monopoly of the
techniques in the sound use and conservation of
natural resources, and both industrial and non-
industrial countries can profit from the techniques
developed in different parts of the world.”” Lie con-
cluded with the hope that: “‘If we could really put
science and technology to fuller use in peace as we
did in war, 1 believe that no one could predict the
world population our resources could support or the
rise in the average standard of living that would be
possible.”’"!

Instead of a sense of triumph at the vindication of
forty vears of effort, the results of the Conference
disappointed Cornelia Pinchot. The grounds for her
disappointment show clearly the course of Pro-
gressive thought by conservationist Gifford Pinchot
since the late nineteenth century. Speaking for herself
and for her late husband, her main criticism was that
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the participants spent too much time discussing the
narrowest technological grounds in relation to con-
servation. She called upon the conferees to regain her
late husband’s broader vision, ‘‘the conservation
ideal,” by saying, ‘‘Every true conservationist knows
that man himself is a natural resource, the basic
resource; that without man’s energy, the energy of
coal, of electricity, of oil, or atomic fission itself, is
inert and meaningless. To side-step the human and
political implications of conservation, to deal with it
exclusively in terms of materials, matter and
technical processes, is to take a long step backward
from where we stood a generation ago.’’*?

Raphael Zon, who has been called one of Gifford
Pinchot’s best forestry proteges, concluded in an
article in 1946 that ‘‘Gifford Pinchot’s evolution has
been really remarkable.’’** He noted the change of
his mentor from the narrow scientifically trained
forester to the broadly experienced advocate for
world peace. While Pinchot is often portrayed as the
activist rather than the thinker, ‘‘the Wildman’’ and
the publicizer, rather than the intellectual, he moved
beyond the limitations proposed for him by his field
of professional specialization to understand where
inspired leadership might take his state, nation, or
even the world. An unquestionable influence in this
evolution or development was Cornelia Bryce with
her sensitivity to the concerns of those who wanted
their share of the ‘‘public good.”” Despite these
sensitivities and the push by Pinchot to stretch the
boundaries of human accomplishment, the Great
Depression and a second World War were sobering
elements to any optimism that progressivism and
theories of scientific management at the beginning of
the century may have generated. It is to the credit of
the Pinchots that regardless of seemingly insur-
mountable obstacles, they continued to press for
solutions that would truly bring the greatest good for
the greatest number, not only at home but abroad.

At the conclusion of his autobiography, Gifford Pin-
chot wrote, “‘I believe, and I have made no secret of
my belief, that a good forester must also be a good
citizen. I have tried to be both, with what success, it
is not for me to say. But at least [ am not without ex-
perience.”’* In the period before the concept of
ecology became as current as conservation, before
Pennsylvanian Rachel Carson’s books carried under-
standing of the interrelationships within the environ-
ment a giant step farther, and before the serious
discussion of the ‘‘quality of life’” took place, Gif-
ford and Cornelia Pinchot fought to raise the con-
sciousness of mankind about its place in the world,
and its responsibilities. Their efforts were successful,
deserve the appreciation of their peers, and the
recognition of history.
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Gore Vidal, Empire, a novel, Random House, New York, NY 1987, 486 pp.
Reviewed by
Perry D. Floyd

Empire reminds me of a Chinese diplomat who,
when asked about Tuchman’s Stilwell and the
American Experience in China, used the word ‘‘un-
fortunate.”” Although I thought he meant the book
was ‘“‘unfortunate,’”” he meant the rancor between
Stilwell and Chiang Kai-shek was unfortunate. When
he suggested Stilwell’s ‘‘dark side’’ explained his en-
mity with Chiang, I asked whether Chiang had a
*“dark side.” Could Chi~..g’s followers (capable of
worshlp, they deified a general during my lifetime)
have given him over 1o the transubstantiation
Brumidi had in mind when painting ‘‘The Apotheosis
of George Washington’’ in the Capitol dome? Such a
portrait does not come ‘“‘warts and all.”

Some of Gore Vidal’s portraits, like Brueghel’s, con-
tain mostly warts. Vidal cleverly painted a ‘‘dark
side’” of Jefferson. My own (I hope enlightened)
guess (the best any of us can aspire to at this late
date) is that Jefferson deserves the result. But despite
Vidal’s insight, or lack of it, as the case may be,
regarding their Virginia predecessor in the White
House, his pen does not deliver Lincoln or T.R. to an
wlentical fate. Their portraits are much more com-
plex, indeed, sympathetic.

A reviewer of Gore Vidal’s Lincoln novel wrote that
he was pleased to find a Lincoln book that didn’t
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“Grey Towers,"* the Pinchot family home in Milford, Pennsylvania, was designed by Richard Morris Hunt and built in 1885. Grey Towers is now owned by the Forest Service, and is

open (o the public as a museum. Grey Towers is located on U.S. Route 6, two miles east of Exit 10 on I-84, in the Pocono ains of northeastern Pennsylvania, The mansion com-
mands a magnificent view of Milford and the Delaware River Valley. .
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QUOTES FROM GIFFORD PINCHOT

"A nation deprived of liberty may win it, a nation divided may reunite,
but a nation whose national resources are destroyed must inevitably
pay the penalty of poverty, degradation, and decay."

"I have been a governor now and then, but I have been a forester all

the time--have been, and shall be to my dying day."
-=At 40th Anniversary of the Forest Service

"There are just two things on this material earth--people and natural
resources."
". .« . a constant and sufficient supply of natural resources is the
basis human problem."

-=-Breaking New Ground, page 325.

"The earth and its resources belong of right to its people."

"Without natural resources life itself is impossible. From birth to
death, natural resources, transformed for human use, feed, clothe,
shelter, and transport us. Upon them we depend for every material
necessity, comfort, comvenience, and protection in our lives. Without
abundant resources prosperity is out of reach.,"

"Since Conservation has become a household word, it has come to mean
many things to many men. To me it means, everywhere and always, that
the public good comes first.

"To the use of the natural resources, renewable or nonrenewable, each
generation has the first right. Nevertheless no generation can be
allowed needlessly to damage or reduce the future general wealth and
welfare by the way it uses or misuses any natural resource."
--Breaking New Ground, page 505.
Harcourt, Brace and Company. New York: 1947.
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MORE QUOTES FROM GIFFORD PINCHOT

"The conservation of natural resources is the key to the future."

"The very existence of our Nation, and of all the rest, depends on

conserving the resources which are the foundations of its life."
--Breaking New Ground, Page 324

"Action is the best advertisement. The most effective way to get your
cause before the public is to do something the papers will have to tell

about."
—-Breaking New Ground, Page 329

"Conservation is my lifework, in the Government service or out of it."
——Breaking New Ground, Page 455

"Conservation is the application of common sense to the problems for the

common good."
--Breaking New Ground, Page 506

"The earth, I repeat, belongs of right to all its people, and not to a
minority, insignificant in numbers but tremendous in wealth and power.

The public good must come first."
--Breaking New Ground, Page 509

!

"The rightful use and purpose of our natural resources is to make all
the people strong and well, able and wise, well-taught, well-fed, well-
clothed, well-housed, full of knowledge and initiative, with equal

opportunity for all and special privilege for none."
--Breaking New Ground, Page 509-10
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FOREST SERVICE 75TH AUNIVERSARY CELFRBRATION AT THE USDA Fowrrst Srievice PincHor
INSTITUTE For ComservaTion STunIFS, Grey Towers, MiLForp PA.

By GiFForp PincHoT, June 14, 1907

“THERE ARE MANY GRFAT INTERESTS IN THF !ATIONAL FORESTS WHICH SOMETIMES CONFLICT
A LITTLF. THEY MUST ALL BE MADF TO FIT INTO ONF ANOTHER SO THAT THF MACHIMNE

RUMS SMCOTHLY AS A WHOLF. [T IS OFTEN MFCESSARY FOR ONE MAN TO GIVE WAY A
LITTLE HERF, ANOTHFR A LITTLF THERF.

PUT BY GIVING WAY A LITTLE AT PRESENT THEY

BOTH PROFIT 8Y IT A GRFAT NEAL [N THE END.
MATIONAL FORESTS FXIST TODAY RFCAUSFE THE PENPLE WANT THEM. 10 MAKE THFM
ACCOMPLISH THE MOST GOOD THE PEOPLF THEMSELVFS MIST MAKE CLEAR HOW THEY WANT
THEM RIIN."

STATENENTS BY GJFann PINCHOT AT THF
CELFRPATION OF THE FOREST SERVICF U0TH

AMNIVERSARY, 1645

“A NATIOM TEPRIVED OF LIRERTY MAY WIN IT, A NATION DIVIDED MAY REUNITE, RUT A
MATINM WHOSF MATIONAL RESOIIRCES ARE DESTROYED MUST INFVITARLY PAY THE PFMALTY OF

POVERTY, DIGRADATION, AND DECAY."

“1 HAVE BFFt A GOVERHOR MOW AND THEM, RUT [ AM A FORESTER ALL THF TIME---HAVE
REEN, AND SHALL BF TO MY DYING DAY.”

“THE VERY EXISTFNCE OF OUR HATION, AND OF ALL THE RFST, DEPENDS ON CONSERVING
THFE RESOIRCES WHICH ARE THE FOIINDATIONS OF [ITS LIFF-”

B e T e L

FRO™ P1NCHOT'S FAREWFLL ADDRESS TO THE FOREST
Service, January 8, 1610

"CONSERVATION IS MY LIFE WORK, IN THF GOVERNMENT SERVICE OR OUT OF IT.”

(SOlRCE 1MNCONF IRMED)
“ACTION 1S THE BFST ADVERTISEMEMT. 1HF MOST FFFFCTIVF WAY TO GET YOUR CALSF
BEFORE THE PUBLIC IS TO DO SOMETHIMNG THE PAPER WILL HAVE TO TFLL AROUT.

From PreAK 1A Mew Groumn, BY GIFFORD PincHOT;
COPYRIGHT 1947 Ry HARCOURT PRACE JAvamovicH,
[MG; PUBLISHED RY (INIVERSITY OF WASHINATON
Prrss, AMFRICAMA LIRRARY EDITION COPYR!IGHT

1972

“THFRF ARF JUST TWO THINGS ON THIS MATFRIAL EARTH--PEOPLF AND NATURAL

EESOHRCEs.“
« « « A CONSTANT AND SUFFICIFNMT SIPPLY OF NAT!IRAL RFSOIIRCFS IS THF BASIC HUMAN

PROPLFM." PAGE 575



Pacr 2

"To THF USFE OF THE MATHRAL RFSOURGCES, RFNFWARLF OP NONRINFWARLE, FACH GFNFRATION
F'AS THF FIRST RIGHT. I!FYFRTHFILFSS NN GENFRATIOM CAN RF ALLOWFD MEFDILFSSLY TO
DAMAGE OR RIDHCE THFE FHTUPE GFMFRAL WFALTH AND WFILFARE BY THE WAY IT UISFS OR

MISUSES ANY MATIIRAL RFSOURCF.” PAGE 505

“THE EARTH AMD ITS RFSOURCFS RFLONG OF RIGHT TO ITS PFOPLE." Page 505

"Simnce CONSFRVATION HAS RFCOMF A HOUSFHOLD WORD, 1T HAS COMF TO MFAM MANY THINGS
TO MANY MFM. 10 ME IT MEANS, FVFRYWHFRE AND ALWAYS, THAT THF PLBLIC GOOD COMFS

FIRST."” PaGcs 5M5

"THE RIGHTFLL 1ISE AND PURPOSE OF OUR OIIR MATIIRAL RFSOURCES IS TN MAKF ALL THF
PEOPLF STRONG AMD WELL, ARLE AMD W[SF, WFLL-TANGHT, WFLL=FED, WFLL-CLOTHFD,
WFLL™HOUSFD, FULL OF KHOWLFDGE AND [MITIATIVE, WITH EOHAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

AND SPECIAL PRIVILEGE FOR NOME."” PAGE 509-10

“WITHONT MATURAL RESOUPGES LIFE ITSFLF IS IMPOSSIRLE. FROM RIRTH T0 NFATH,
MATHRAL RESCURCFS, TRANSFORMED FOR HIMAM LISF, FFFR, CLOTHF, SHFLLTER, AMD
TRANSPORT 11S. PO THFM WE DFPFI'D FOR FVERY MATFRIAL NFCFSSITY, COMFORT,
COMVFMIENCE, AND PPOTECTION [N OUR LIVES. HITHOUT ABUMDANT RESOURCES PROSPERITY

IS 0UT OF REACH." PAGE 5M5

“THROUGH ALL. MY WORKING DAYS, A PART OF MY JOR, IN OFFICF AND ONT, AMD A MOST
FSSFNTIAL PART, HAS REEM TO FSTIMATF AMD UMDFRSTAMD PURLIC OPINIOH, AND TO

AROUSF, CREATF, GIIIDF AND APPLY IT.” PaGge 505

“CONSFRVAT!OM MFAMS THE WISF 1ISF OF THF FARTH AND ITS RESOIIRCES FOP THF LASTING
noon oF (et."” Page 505

“CONSFRVATION 1S THF APPLICATION OF COMMOM SFNSE TO THF COMMON PROBLFMS FOR THF
corrion 6onn.” PAGE 50A

“CONSFRVATINN IS THF FORFSIGHTFN HTILIZATION, PRFSFRVATION, AMD FOR RFMFWAL OF
FORFSTS, WATERS, LAMDS AMD MINFRALS, FOR THF GRFATFST GOOD OF THF GRFATFST
MIMKFR FOR THF LOMGEST TIME." Pacr 505

From THE F1aHT Fnr (onsFRVATICH, RY (IFFGRD
PrucknT; copyRIGHT 1610 Ry NoupLenay, Pacr ann
(0; PURILISHFN RY NIVFRSITY oF WASHINATOM
Parss fMFRICAMA |.1RRARY PAPERRACK FniITioN

COPYRIGHT 1973

"THE COMSFRVATION INFA COVERS A WINDFR RANGF THAM THF FIFLLD OF MATIRAL RFSOURCES
ALONE.  CONSFRYVATION MFANS THF GRFEATFST 600N TO THF GRFATFST HIMBFR FOR THF

LONGFST TIMF. PAGE /IR



Pacr 3

“THF CONSFRVATION POINT OF VIFW [S VALUARLF IN THF FDICATION OF OUR PEOPLF AS
WFLI, AS IN FORFSTRY: IT APPLIFS TO THF BONY POLITIC AS WFLL. AS TN THF FARTH AND

ITS MIMFRALS." Pagr 49

“lINLFsS THE FOREST SERVICF HAS SERVEN THF PEOPLF, AND IS ARLF TO CONTRIBUTE TO
THEIR WELFARF IT HAS FAILFD IN ITS WORK AND SHOULD RE AROLISHFN. PAGE 51

"THF CONMECTION BETWEEM FORESTS AND RIVFRS IS LIKF THAT BETWEEN FATHFR AMD SON.
Mo FORFSTS, MO RIVERS.” PAGE 53

“0MF MAN WITH A JACK-KNIFE WILL BUILD A LADDFR, ANOTHFR WITH A FULL TOOL=CHFST
CANMOT MAKE A FOOTSTOOL. THE MAN WITH THF JACK-KNIFE WILL OFTEN RFACH THF

HIGHER LFVEL” PaGe 59

“(LONSERVATIOH HAS MICH TO DO WITH THE WELFARE OF THF AVERAGF MAN OF TO<DAY. [T
PROPOSES TO SFCURE A CONMTINIOUS AMND ABUNDANMT SUPPLY OF THE NFCESSARIFS OF LIFE
WHICH MEANS A REASONARLF COST OF LIVING AND RUSINESS STARILITY. [T ADVNCATES
FAIRNFSS IM THE DISTRIBUTIOM OF THF RFENFFITS WHICH FLOW FROM THE MATIIRAL

RESOIIRCFS. " PaGe Al

"CONSERVATION IS A MORAL I3SIF RECAISF IT INVOLVES THE RIGHTS AND DUTIFS OF OUR
PFOPLE==THFIR RIGHTS TO PROSPERITY AND HAPPINFSS, AMD THEIR DUTIES TO
THEMSELVES, TO THFIR DESCFNDANTS, AND TO THE WHOLF FUTIIRE PROGRFESS AND WELFARE

oF THIS MATION. Pagr 8R

“THE PIIBLIC WFLFARF CAMMNT RF SIIBSERVED MFRELY RY WALKING RLINDLY IN THF M.D
RITS. TIMFS CHANGE, AMD THF PURLIC MEFDNS CHANGF WITH THFM. THF MAN WHO wouLn
SFRVF THF PURLIC TO THE LFVFL OF ITS MEED MIST LOOK AHFAD, AND OMF OF HIS MNST
DIFFICILLT PRORLFMS WILL RF TO MAKF OLD TOOLS AMSWFR NFW IISFS=-1ISFS SOMF OF
WHICH, AT LFAST, WFRF NEVFR IMAGINEDN WHEN THF TONLS WERF MADF. THAT IS ONF
RFASOM WHY CONSTRIICTIVE FORFSIGHT IS OME OF THE GREAT CONSTANT NFENS OF FVERY

GROWING NATION.” PAGr R0-A]

“WIE ARF RFGIMMING TO RFALIZF THAT THE COMSERVATION ONFSTION OF RIGHT AMD WROMG,
AS AMY QUFSTION MUST RF WHICH MAY [MVOLVF THF DIFFFRFNCFS RFTWFFN PROPFRTY AND
PAVERTY, HFALTH AND SICKNFSS, IGNORAMCF AMD EDUCATION, WFLL=REING AND MISERY TO

HUMDRFDS OF THOIISANDS OF FAMILIES.” PAGE PR

"THAT THIS MATIOM FXISTS FNR ITS PFOPLF WE ALL. ADMIT; RUT THAT THE MATIIRAL
RESOIIRCFS OF THF NATION FXIST MOT FOR AMY [NDIVIDUAL, RUT FOR ALl PFOPLF=-IN
OTHER WORDS, THAT THF MATIIRAL RFSOIRCES OF THE MNATIOM BELONG TO ALL THF PFOPLF=-
THAT IS A TRUTH THF WHOLF MFANING OF WHICH IS JIIST BFGINNING TO DAWMN ON US.”

Pacr 103 ‘
"CONSFRVATION 1S THF MOST NFMOCRATIC MOVFMFNT THIS COUNTY HAS KMOWN FOR A

GENERATION. [T HOLDS THAT THE PENPLE HAVE MOT ONLY THF RIGHT RUT THE DUTY TO
COMTROL THF USE OF THE NATIIRAL RESOURCFES WHICH ARFE THE GREAT SOURCES 0OF

PROSPERITY." PAGe 8]




Paar N

IN A LFCTURE PRFSFNTFD AT THF YALF ScHom. nf
Forrsrry cIrcA 1916, Grerorn PincHoT SupMITTED
THE FOLLOWING MAXIMS TO GUIDE THE HEHAVIOR OF
FORESTERS IN PUBLIC OFFICE:

A PUBLIC OFFICIAL IS THERE TO SERVE THE PIRLIC AND NOT RUN THEM.

PUBLIC SUPPORT OF ACTS AFFECTING PUBLIC RIGHTS IS ABSOLUTELY RFQUIRED.

IT 1S MORE TROUBLE TO CONSULT THE PIBLIC THAN TO IGNORE THEM, RUT THAT IS

WHAT YOIl ARE HIRED FOR-

FIND OUT IN ANVANCE WHAT THE PUBLIC WILL STAND FOR; IF IT IS RIGHT AND THEY

WOM'T STAND FOR IT, POSTPONE ACTION AND ENUCATE THEM.

lISE THE PRESS FIRST, LAST, AND ALL THE TIME IF YOl WANT TO REACH THF PUBLICe

(ET RID OF THE ATTITUDE OF PERSONAL ARROGANCE OR PRIDE OF ATTAINMENT OF

SUPFRIOR KNOWLEDNGE.

Don’'T TRY ANY SLY OR FOXY POLITICS RECAIISE A FORESTER IS NOT A POLITICIAN.

LEARN TACT SIMPLY BY REING ARSOLIITELY HOMEST ANMD SINCERE, AMD RY LFARMING TO

RECOGMIZE THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE OTHER MAN AND MEET HIM WITH ARGUMENTS HE

WILL UMDERSTAMD.

Don’T BE AFRAID TO GIVE CREDIT TO SOMEOME ELSF EVEN WHEN [T RFLONGS TO YOUI;

NOT TO DO SO IS THE SURE MARK OF A WEAK MAN, BUT T0O DO SO IS THF HARDEST

LESSON TO LFARN; ENCOURAGE OTHFRS TO NO THINGS; YOU MAY ACCOMPLISH MANY

THINGS THROUGH OTHERS THAT YOU CAN'T GET NOMNE ON YOUR SINGLE INITIATIVE.

10. NDon'T BRE A KNOCKFER; USE PERSIASION RATHER THAM FORGF, WHEN POSSIRLF; PLENTY
OF KNOCKERS ARE TO BF HAD; YOUR JOR IS TO PROMOTE (NITY.

11. Don'T MAKE EMEMIFS UMNECFSSARILY AMD FOR TRIVIAL RFASONS; IF YOU ARE ANY

GOOD YOU WILL MAKE PLENTY OF THEM ON MATTERS OF STRAIGHT HONESTY AND PURLIC

POLICY, AND YOU MEED ALL THE SiIPPORT YOU CAN GET.
{ISDA ForesT SFRVICE NEWLFTTER, INTERMOUNTAIN

ReporTER (R-4) ApriL 1976
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THe Mrvi INTERMATIONAL ENCYCLOPFDIA PURLISHFD
in 1914 (New York) REARS ouT GIFFORD PINCHOT'S
CLAIM THAT COMSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOIRCES
WAS A TOTALLY MEW COMCFPT. THIS ENCYCLOPEDIA

SAID:

“THF COMSERVATION MOVEMEMT SPRAHG DIRECTLY FROM THF FOREST MOVEMENT IN THF
UMiTED STATES. THE UniTED STATES FOREST SErvICE DEVELOPED IN 10 YEARS, UNDER
THE LFADERSHIP OF (GIFFORN PINCHOT, FROM A MINOR DIVISION IN THE [JFPARTMENT OF
AGRICIILTIIRE TO AM QORGAMIZATION ADMINISTERING IN THF PURLIC INTEREST MEARLY
200,000,000 ACRES OF FOREST LAMD, EMPLOYING 3,000 PERSNNS AMD AINING
INDISPENSARLY IN THE GROWTH AND DEVFLOPMENT OF THE VWEST. GIFFORD PINCHOT WAS
THE FIRST MAN TO SFE THAT THF 1ISE AMD THF MISISE OF ALLL THE MATIIRAL RESONURCES
ARE [NTERDEPFNNENT, THAT CONSERVATION OF THESE NATURAL RESOURCES IS ESSENTIAL TO

THE NATIONAL AND INDIVIDUAL WELFAREs«s" .
THE_RIRTH OF "CONSFERVATION" AS WE KNow JT.,M1217




PAGE §

THF. nsF_ oF TuF. NaT10MAL. FORFST. PFSERVES

REAULATIONS AND [NSTRUCTIONS RY GIFFORD
Pincuot, USDA Forrst Servier, Jucy 1, 1905

(Tnr 1s1 Forrst Service Manual)

>

RELATION OF FNREST OFFICEPS TN THF PURLIC. THE ADMINISTRATION OF FOREST
RESERVFS 1S MOT FOR THE RENEFIT OF THF (OVERNMENT, BUT OF THE PEOPLF. IHF
REVENIE DERIVED FROM THEM GOFS, MOT [NTO THF GFMERAL FUND OF THFE [IMITED STATES,
BUT TOWARD MAINTAINING UIPON THE RESERVFS A FORCE OF MEN ORGAMIZFD TO SERVE THE
PURLIC INTERESTS. THIS FORGE HAS THREE CHIEF NUTIES: T0 PROTECT THFE RESERVES
AGAINST FIRF, TO ASSIST THE PFOPLFE IN THEIR USF, AND TO SEE THAT THFY APE
PROPFRLY IISED.

FOREST NFFICFRS, THFREFORE, ARF SFRVANTS OF THF PEOPLF. THFY MIST ORFY
IMSTRUCTIONS AMD ENFORCF THE REGULATIONS FOR THF PROTECTION OF THE RESFRVFS
WITHOUT FFAR OR FAVOR, AND MIST MOT ALLOW PERSOMAL OR TFMPORARY INTFRESTS TO
WEIGH AGAINST THE PERMANENT GOOD OF THF PFSERVES; RUT IT IS MO LFSS THFIR DUTY
TO ENCOURAGF AND ASSIST LFGITIMATF FNTERPRISFS. THFY MIST ANSWRR ALL INOUIRIFS
COMCFRMIMG RESFRVF METHODS FIILLY AND CHEERFIILLY, AND RF AT LFAST AS PROMPT AMD
COURTFOIS M THF COMDICT OF RFSFPVF PRHSIMNESS AS THFY wOULD IM PRIVATF RISINFSS.

THEY MIST MAKF FVFRY FFFORT T0O PRFVFMNT THF NISUMDFRSTAMNDINZ AMD VIOLATION OF
RFSFRVF REGULATIONS RY GIVING THFORMATIOM FULLY AMD FREELY. [HE OPJFEGT SHOIILD
RF TN PREVFNT MISTAKFS RATHFR THAN TO HAVF TO PUMISH THEM. [MFORMATION SHOILD
RE GIVFN TACTFULLY, RY ADVICE, AND MOT RY OFFFMSIVF WARNINGS.

FORFST OFFICFRS WILL RF RFOUIRFN TO BF THORDIGHLY FAMILIAR WITH FYERY PART
OF THIS ROOK, AMD TO INSTRUCT THF PURLIC AMD ASSIST IM MAKING APPLICATIONS FOR

THE IISF OF THF RFSFRVFS. PAGF 17

N Peirrr_oF FoRESTRY RY (IFFORD PINCHOT,

ForesTER.  PART [ PracTical ForesTrY, THF
SFRVICE OF THE FOREST, Fapmers RuLLeTin 173,

HSPA 1909

IFXT TO THF FARTH ITSFLF THE FORFST [S THE MOST LISFFIUIL SERVANT OF MFN. loT orLy
DNFS IT SUSTAIN AMD REGULATE THE STRFAMS, MONERATE THE WIMDS, AMD RFAUTIFY THF
LAND RUT IT ALSO SUIPPLIES W0OD, THE MOST WINFLY UISED OF ALL MATFRIALS. [TS USFS
ARF MIMRFRLFESS, AMD THFE DFMAMDS WHICH ARE MADFE HIPON 1T RY MAMKIMD ARF NIMAKFERLFSS
ALSO. [T IS ESSFNTIAL TO THE WFLLL=REING OF MANKIMD THAT THESE DFMANNS SHOULD BF
MFT. THEY MUST BF MFT STEADILY, FULLY, AND AT THE RIGHT TIME IF THF FORFST IS
TO GIVE ITS PFST SERVICFE. THE NRJECT OF PRACTICAL FORESTRY IS PRECISELY TO MAKF
THF FOREST RFMNER ITS RFST SFRYICFE TO MAN M SICH A WAY AS TO [MCRFASE RATHER
THAN TO DIMINISH ITS HSFFILMFSS [N THF FUTIIRF. FORFST MAMAGFMENT AMD
CONSFRVATIVE LIMRERING ARF NAMFS FOR PRACTICAL FORFSTRY. [INDFP WHATEVFR NAMF IT
MAY PF KNOWM, PRACTICAL FORFSTRY MFANS RNTH THF 1ISF AMD PRESERVATION OF THF

FORFST. PAGF 3

——— e e —— e — = —
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Gifford Pinchot - Quotes

On Conservation:
Quotes from Pinchot's autobiography:
Breaking New Ground: Univ. of Washington Press, 1972

'""The earth and its resources belong of right to its people."

"Without natural resources life itself is impossible. From birth to
death, natural resources, transfromed for human use, feed clothe,
shelter, and transport us. Upon them we depend for every material
necessity, comfort, convenience, and protection in our lives. Without
abundant resources prosperity is out of reach."

"'Since conservation has become a household word, it has come to mean
many things to many men. Tr me it means, cverywhere and always, that
the public good comes first."

"To the use of the natural resources, renewable or nonrenewable, each
generation has the first right. Nevertheless no generation can be
allowed needlessly to damage or reduce the future general wealth and
wel fare by the way it uses or misuses any natural resource."

Breaking New Ground pg. 505

""The conservation of natural resources is the key to the future."

""The very existence of our nation, and of all the rest, depends on
conserving the resources which are the foundations of its life."

Breaking New Ground pg. 324

""Conservation is the application of common sense to the common problems
for the common good." r

Breaking New Ground pg. 506

"The rightful use and purpose of our natural resources is to make all
the people strong and well, able and wise, well-taught, well-fed, well-
clothed, well-housed, full of knowledge and initiative, with equal
opportunity for all and special privilege for none."

Breaking New Ground pgs. 509-510

"A pation deprived of liberty may win it, a nation divided may reunite,
but & nation whose natural resources are destroyed must inevitably pay
the penalty of poverty, degradation, and decay."

- Gifford Pinchot at 40th anniverary of
Forest Service

On National Forest System:

"There are many great interests on the National Forests which sometimes
conflict a little. They must all be made to fit into one another so

that the machine runs smoothly as a whole. It is often necessary for



one man to give way a little here, another little there. But by giving
way a little at present they both profit by it a great deal in the encd.'

‘"INational Forests exist today because the people want them. To make
them accomplish the most good the people themselves make clear how they

want them run."

.Gifford Pinchot
June 14, 1907

On Himsel f:
""Conservation is my lifework, in the Government service, or out of it."

Breaking New Ground page 455

"I have been a governor now and then, but | have been a forester all the
time-have been, and shall be to my dying day."

Gifford Pinchot at 4Oth anniversary
of Forest Service

'""My own money came from unearned increment on land in New York by my
grandfather, who willed the money,| not the land, to me. Having got my
wages in advance in that/way, | am now trying to work them out."

Gifford Pinchot to E. W. Scripps,
March 27, 1914

Pinchot, when asked by Yale Professor William Lyon Phelps,
""Wwhat are you going to do after graduation?'", replied
'] am going to be a forester."
""What's that?' asked Phelps.
""That's why |'m going to be a forester."

From Gifford Pinchot, Forester-
Politician, by M. Nelson McGeary,
Page 15

Personal Opinion:

"“"Action is the advertisement. The most effective way to get your cause
before the public is to do something the papers will have to tell ahbout.

L

Break New Ground, page 329

""The earth,..., belongs of right to all its people, and not to a minorfty.
insignificant in numbers but tremendous in wealth and power. The public

good must come first."

Breaking New Ground, page 509




Others on Gifford Pinchot:

'"... Taking into account his (Pinchot's) tireless energy and activity,
his fearlessness, his complete disinterestedness, his simgle-minded
devotion to the interests of the plain people, and his extraordinary
cfficiency, | believe that it is but just to say that among the many
public officials who under my administration rendered literally
invalvable services to the people of the United States, he, on the
whole, stood first."

Theodore Roosevelt
From '""What Gifford Pinchot Stands

For"
Campaign brochure; April, 1914

"In all my acquaintance, | have hardly met a man who combines in one
person in such measure the qualities of a lofty and uncompromi:.ing
idealisor with the energy and ability of a successful administrator."

Henery L. Stimson
From '"What Gifford Pinchot Stands

For''



Giffond Pinchot, in one of his Lectures on forest policy at the
Vate School of Forestuy, 1910-20, gave 11 maxims to guide the behavdiox

0f {oiestens i public office. Hene they die:

L/I.

10,

-./H..

VA g 9

A public official i8 there to senve the public and not to aun zhem,
Pub&:c Vu,_tpp'o_ict of acts affecting public rights is absolutely required,

1% is more Zrouble to consult the public than to ‘Qz‘.gndae'-ﬁhm, but
that is what you are hired gor.

Find out in advance what the pubLic will stand for. 1§ it 48 right
and they won't stand for it, postpone action and educate them,

Lo heach the pubfic,

Get nid of the attitude of personal arrogance on pride of attainment
or superlon knowledge, ,

Use the press (radio and TV) §iwsz, Last, and all the time if you want

Don!t iy any 4Ly on foxy politics, because a forester 48 not a
pb‘E 1) 'oéa..n.' B e v g,

e,

Leann Zact simply by being absolutely honest and sincere, and by
Leanning to necognize the point of view of the other man and meet
him with arguments he will undensiand,

Don't be afraid to give credit to someone else when Lt belongs Zo you;
not 1o do 40 44 the swie mark of a weak man, But 1o dd s0 {5 Zhe
handest Lesson Zo Learn, Encourage others o do things; you may
accomplish many things through othens Zhat you can't get done on

youn single initiative,

Don!z be a knocker; use persuasion rather than fonrce, when possdble,
PLenty of knockens are to be 5oundf- youn fob is Zo promote unity,

Don'Zt make enemies unnecessarily and for Puivial reasons, I zou are
any good, you will make plenty of them on mattens of straight honesy
and pubZic policy, and you need all the support you can gel,



THIS IS MY PLEDCE TO THE PEOPLE OF
PENNSYLVANIA:

If elected United States Senator I will use the full
power of my office:

To carry out the principles laid down in the Re-
publicon National Platform and President Conl-
idze's inaugural address.

To strengthen law enforcement and resist every
attempt to weaken the existing liquor laws.

To drive the Gang out of control in the Repub-
lican Party of Pennsylvania,

To secure a national law to punish ballot box
frauds in clections for Federal office.

To lighten the burden of taxation through econ-
omy and efficiency in government.

To advance and protect, through the tariff, the
industries of Pennsylvania,

Td better the condition of working men, women,
and young people.

To secure justice for the farmers, who feed us all.

To support every forward step for world peace.

To protect and maintain the Roosevelt policy for
the conservation of natural resources.

As United States Senator I will recommend no
one for Federal office whom | know to be unft.

I will stand by the people against the monopolists
a;d the gangsters, as [ have done in the Governor-
ship,

I will do my level best to give the people
A ROOSEVELT SQUARE DEAL,

LA Vsl

GIFFORD PINCHOT AS GOVERNOR:

Has made the greatest fight for law enforcement
cver made by any Governor in America.

Has successfully defended the public schools
against the Gang and cared for the children and
teachers better than ever before.

Has built more roads than any other Governor
of this or any other State, and maintained the State
roads better,

Has' wiped out an inherited State debt of
$31,000,000, and put the Commonwecalth on a pay-as-
you-gu basis.

Has established a budget svstem and given the
people a dollar's worth of service for every dollar
spent.

Has put the first woman in any Governor's cab-
et and has given women equal pay with men.

Has advanced the intcrests of the farmer.

Has been the friend of labor,

Has given capital a square deal.

Has done his utmost to protect the rights of the
people through the Public Service Commission.

Has led the fight for clean elections.

WHAT ROOSEVELT SAID OF PINCHOT:

“Among the many, many public officials who under
my Administration rendered literally invaluable
service to the people of the United States, he, on
the whole, stood first.”

In 1910 he wrote Pinchot: “You were the leader
among all the men in public office—and the aggres-
sive, hard hitting leader—of all the forces which
were struggling for conservation, which were fight-
ing for the general interest as against special
privilege.”

In 1916 he wrote Pinchot: “You had a keen
understanding of our international affairs and our
military needs, and yvour character and standards,
public and private, were such as to render you a
man eminently fitted to represent American ideals
in foreign affairs. In view of these facts I had
intended, as I at the time told you, if elected Presi-
dent in 1912 to make you Secretary of State.”



January 8, 1910

Speaking at a meeting of all the members of the Forest Service,
at 11 o'clock, Mr, Pinchot said:

"There are just a few things I went to say; and I want you to
remember and act upon them, In the first place, keep it clearly in mind
that this work upon which you are all engaged, men and women, every one
in the Forest Serviece, 1s larger and finer than any man's fortune, any
man's presence here, It ﬁakes absolutely no di fference to the work upén
which you are engaged whether any man is here or is not. You are engaged
in one of the best pieces of public service that has ever been dore in this
country, and you have been doing it with a finer spirit than any other body
of Govermment people have ever had to my knowledge, unless in time of war.
I have always been able to count on the locyalty and devotion of this Service
to the uttermost., Continue that loyalty to the cause. The work is the big
thing. I want you to go stiraight ahead with that work in exactly the same
way you have been carrying it on. Don't let the spirit of this Service
decline one half inch. Hold the work up just where it is, keep the Forest
Service as a fighting service for the publie @od. Stay in the Service,
Stiek to the work., TYou are servants of the people of the United States,
Keep that in mind with the utmost clearness. I don't want this Service
tc disintegrate even around the outside edges. I want it to hold together,
to kesep the same spirit, to follow the same purpose, I shall esteem it the
highest compliment that you can pay me, and the highest evidence of the
spirit in which we have been working together, if you stand by the ship,

Second: I don't want you to get the idea == and this is my per-

sonal end of it == that becsuse I =m going cut of the Service, I em in



any sense losing my interest in it or my touch with it or with you. Con-
gservation is my life work, in the Goverrment service or axt of it., And
this is the most important piece of Conservation work there is. Therefore,
I propose to know about 1%, and to follow the work that you are all doing,
and to keep my interest in it, and so far as that is in any way possible
my touch with it and my knowledge of it,

If you will take my advice, you will all go cheerfully ahead with the
piece of work we have begun fogether, remembering that the test of what we
have tried to do together in the past will be largely whether it can go on
without being interfered with very much by the presence or absence of one
man or one set of men, Go ahead witkh it, exactly as if I were still here,

I wish you the very best success in your work, I want you to feel,
every one of you, that my interest in you is just as keen as it ever was,
and that whenever you want to see me, I want to see you,

I want to thaznk you with all my heart--the last thing I want to
say now =-- for a beiiter support, a finer loyalty, a more genmerous coopera-
tion, as I tink, than any public servant has ever had before. My very best
good yishes to you all,

- There is one thing I forgot. Mr. Price is leaving too, but he would
not come up to speak to you. Mr. Shaw is ging out likewise, after a long
period of honorable service in this Bureau, known and well known to every
one of you, and carrying with him as he leaves your affection and respect.
Mr. Price has had a closer relation to this Service amd is more responsible™
for the growth of it and its aschievements than any other one man, It is a‘s"—'
though I had been the president of the company, and Mr, Price the general

manager, since it has been his daily hand that has carried on this work,



I have never known a finer, more highe-minded, more earnest, efficient, 1oyai;

clean, and fine & man than Overton W. Price, —_—
He is as high a type of the Christian American gentlemen, I venture

to say, as any of us have ever known, I want you, every one, to buckle down

to minimize the loss of him as much as you can, to justify the work by keeping

it on the same fine, high plane that has guided it up to this time. A4As I

said before, the best of good luck to every one of you,

=3=



The attached tramscript of Gifford Pinchot's farewell address
to the Forest Service was sent into the Washington Office by Miss
E.M. Pearl Deonis in comnection with a Forest Service Retiree
Opinicon Survey. At the end of the survey questions she wrote the
following note:

“1 happened to be working in the W.0. at the time of

Mr, Pinchot's farewell to the F.S. and took notes of

his farewell address. Recently 1 came across those notes

and typed them up. While there undoubtedly is a complete
copy of his address on file there, 1 have decided to send

a copy with this questionmaire. It isn't perfect because

I missed some words and in amother place couldn't read my
imperfect note, but it is quite good and since no ome of

my cousins would be iaterested in it when I am gome, I thought
it conld be filed in the Washington Office along with perhaps

better ones."
B.¥., Pearl Dennis

June 21, 1962
HiIR Madison, Wisconsin




10:30 2.M. , qu 8. 1910 -~ m”n. D.C.
Atlantic Bldg., 7th & F Streets
Assewbly Room

GIFFORD PINCHOT'S FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE FOREST SERVICE

Mx. Shaw entered the rcom at 1l0:45 a.m.; Mr., Pinchot entered the
room where the Forest Service pecple were gathered at 10:50 a.m.,
and was greeted with a shower of applause lasting several minutes,
to which he replied as follows:

"1 thank you very much. That is just the kind of spirit 1
expected from this Serxvice, and I thank you for it heartily. lNow
there are just a few things I wani to s3y, and I want you to remember
them and act upom them.

"In the first place, keep it clearly in mind that this work
upon which you are all engaged, men and women, from ome end of this
country to the other, this Service is bigger and fimer tham any man's
fortune, than any man’'s presence here; that it makes absolutely no
difference with the work upom which you are engaged whether any one
is or is not here. You are emgaged im oune of the finest pieces of
public service that has been done ia this country ever, and you have
been doing it with a finerxr spirit than any other bedy of Government

people has ever had that 1 know of outside of rasfioma. « 1

want you to go right straight ahead with that piece of work im
exactly the same way you have been carrying i on. Doa't let ths

spizit of this Service drop eme-balf inch. Hold the thiag up just
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/\m-u:muq life work in the Covermment Service or out of it,"
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where it is. Keep this re by fine sexvica

for the public good. Stay in the Service. Stick to the work.
You are servasts of the people of the United States. Keep that in
mind with the utaost clearmess. 1 want every man and woman in this
Service to go ahead with the work exactly as they have been going
absad with it before. I don't want this work to disintegrate evea
around the edges. 1 want this work to go om exactly in the way,
exactly in the same spirit, and policy, and 1 shall esteem it the
highest compliment that you can pay me if you will stand to that and
stick to the work and carry it ca.

“Second, I dom't wamt you to get the idea that because 1 am
going out of the Service that 1 am in any sense losing my iaterest
in 1z, or that I propose to lose my touch with it, or with you.
Mmummmmtpimo!mnummm:thn)
is. Therefore, 1 propose to kmow about i, to follow the work that

S,

you are all delag, to keep =y intarest im ii, and so far as that

is in any way possible wy touch with it, my knowledge of it, oot my
guiding hand upon it, but eo far as that may be preperly used, my
advice, counsel, and cooperazion that 1 may be able to give vhen

any of you may wamt it as o what the best thing to do for the public
iaterest. 30, will you all go cheerifully ahead with the pisce of work
you have got to do, rememberiag that it is iafinicely bigger, fianer,
beyond the possibility of being scratched or inmterisred with very
mizh by the presence or absence of auy one maay Or anyone sel of men.

1 want you to go right abead with this work just the same as i£f 1




3
was here, and it will only be differsat so far as my interest is
concerned in that somebody else will sign the routine latters.

"My interest in you is just as keem as it ever was amd 1
shall be glad to see any of you at any time, and I will have 2 good
deal more time than I used to have and my office for any conference
that you want to have with me, or any help, is simply 16135 Rhode
Island Avenue.

"Now 1 want to thank you moat heartily for a better spirit
and 2 fimer loyalty, better cooperation, I thimk than any Chief of
a Covernmen: bureau has ever had.

"My very best wishes to you all.”

(Overwhelming applausel)
Returns to speak for Mr. Price.

"Just a wozd or two. 1t is mot an easy thing to do because
1 thisk so much about it. MNr. Shaw and Mr. Price did what they
thought was their duty and they have suffered for it but I am mot
going to discuss that end of the case at all. 1 want to say just

a few words about Hr., Price, however., Jr. Shaw is going out, likewise,

after a long period of homorable sezvice in this bureau, known and
well known to everyone and carryiag with bim as he leaves your

affection and respect. {Applause.)
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“Mr. Price has had a closer relation to this Service, and
I think is more vesponsible for the chavacter é! it, and ics
achievements than auy other one man. I is as though 1 had been
President of the Company and Mr. Price its Cemeral Manager. His
has been the daily hand that has carried oa this work. I have nover
known a fimer, wore higiminded, more earmest, loyal, clean, finme
upstanding geatleman tham Overton W. Price. He is as good a type
of a Christian American gentleman 1 venture to say, as any of us
have ever kaown. (Applause!) 1 am precicus glad 1f 1 had to leave,
to leave ia such good company. (Laughter-Applause).

"How, the loss of these two men to the Service, and
especially Mr., Price, is going to be a very large ome. I want you
everyone to buckle down and minimize that loss as much as you can
and 1 want this Service which we have helped to create and make
what it is 2o justify the work that has beesn given to it by continuance
on the same fime high plane thaz has guided the work of all of you
up to this time. As I said o you once before, the best of good
luck to everyome.”

Giffoxd Pinchot

{These notes were takan by Miss E.M. Pearl Deamnis, a stemographer,

employed at that time ia the Washingion 0fficze of ths U.3. Forest Service.)

Jaowary 3, 1910
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Speaking at the conclusion of their prepared addresses before the
Anmerican Forest Congress, both uecretary of Agriculture

Clinton P. Anderson and-Lyle ¥. Watts, Chief of the Forest wr—
vice, paid tribute to Gifford Pinchot, America's pioneer forester,
who died shortly before the Congress opened.

Mr. Anderson said -

"In closing I want to pay tribute to a great man who is no
longer with ucs. ZIvery true conservationist deeply mourns the
loss of Gifford Pinchot, whose death last week ‘encded a life-
long crusade for forestry. It was Gifford Finchot, indeed,

T more than any other man, who brought the very word "conserva-
tion" into the everyday American vocabulary, and the ideal of
sound management and wise use of our natural resources into

“our ndtional thinking. He put the public interest first.,

Under his leadership the foundations of our national forest
system were laid — the first groat step in America's conserva-—
tion movement. He established the guiding principles of acminis-
tration in the public interest under whicn the national forests
serve the welfare of cur puople today. He also was a staunch
advocatc of strong measures to protect public values in the
timber resource in private ownership. ‘' It can be truly said

that much of this country's total accomplishment in forest manage—
ment, public and privatc, stems directly from the pioneer work of
Pinchot and his esrly-day foresters. As the outstanding leader
in the risc¢ of the conservation mevement — a movement which may
well determine our country's future destiny — Gifford Finchot
will rank among America's great men,"

Mr, Watts spoke as follows -

"ir. Chairman, Friends.....I cannot rise and discuss conserva-
ticn without first expressing my personal feeling of sadness at
the passing of Gifford Pinchot, the aggressive figure with a
great heart, who never forgo. forestry. Little more than a year

[ago at the 40th Birthday Celebration of the Forest Service,

—Gifford Pinchot said to mec, "I have been a governor now and then;

_but I am a forester all the time, and shall be to my dying day."
That was literally true. Within a few days of his death, he had
been working on a revised forest management plan for his home
place in }3lford, Pennsylvania. The principle of developing all
resources on forest lands, and their wise use for the benefit of
all the people te which his dynamic leadership gave the first
great 1mpetus, guides the Forest-Service today, and will contlnue
to guide it in the future,"
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We Lose Qur First Chief

Gifford Finchot, our first Chief, died Friday, Cctober 4, in the Columbia
Presbyterian Medicael Center, New York City, at the age of 81, Mr. Pinchot
had been in ill health for some time. He had been in the hospital for a
week, His wife was with him when he died at 10:30 p. m.

Funeral services for Mr. Pinchot will be held at 2 p. m. today at his home,
Grey Towers, lMilford, Pa. The rites will be conducted by the Rev, Harry J.
Fenwick, pastor of the Episcopal Church of the Gooed. Shepherd, of which Nr.
Finchot was & member. As representatives of the Forest Service, Messrs,

E, W. Loveridge, C. M, Granger, Earle H, Clapp, and Raphael Zon are attendin
the services from Washington and R, 14, Zvans from FPhiladelphia.

Gifford Pinchot received his preparatory education at Phillips Exeter Academy,
and wes graduated from Ysle University in 1889, He studied forestry in Francs,
Germeny, Switzerland, and Austria, When he came to the Department of Agricul-
ture gs Chief of its Division of Forestry, in 1888, he had been associated
with the forestry movement for several years., 1In Janvary 1892 he inaugurated
the first example in the Urited Stetes of practical forest menagement on a
large scale at Biltmere, N. C, Later he prepared the Biltmore and North
Carclina exhibits for the World's Fair at Chicaro, He was a member of the
commission appcinted by the National Academy of Sciences in 1896, at the
request oi the Secretary of the Interior, to investigate and report upon the
inauguration of a retional forestry peliey for the forsst lands of the United

tates, As a member of this commission, Mr. Finchot helped lay the foundeation
of the Hetion's present forest poliecy. As Chief of the Forest Service he
further developed this poliey and , led the movement for scientific forestry
practice in America.

Pinchot's administration of the National Forests was abruptly endesd in January
1210, by o dramatic episode irn the Ballinger-Finchot controversy over public

—domain resources, lis leaving the Forest Service did not, however, end his

L _interest in forestry. He continusd to help fight, for the things for which the
Service stood. As he stated in his talk at the Fortieth &nniversary of the
Service last year, "I hove since boen a Governor every now and then, but I am
a forcster all the time -- have been, and shall be, to my dying day." His
latest effort, only a few menths ago, was to perfect a plan for a world survey
of natural resources and supgrestions for increasing the availability of the
resources of all nations as a means of reducing the causes of war, IHis work
along this line was a basis of & proposal for o world resources organization
which, President Trumon recerntly announced he was submitting to the United
Nations Eccnomic and Social Council,

{ren)
1614



U. 8. Forest Service October 11, 1946
egion 2 - Administrative Notes

GIFFORD PINCHOT - 1865-1946

In recognition of the services of Gifford Pinchot to the cause of forestry and con-
servation, R-2 Administrative Notes prints tributes from two typical newspapers of
the Rocky Mt. Region. In the editorial reprinted from the Denver Post, old-timers
will note the contrast between the praise accorded Pinchot currently, and the
vituperation heaped upon his head in the earlier days of Forest Service history.

FOREST PROPHET What Gifford Pinchot accomplished in the field of conservation
stunds as an enduring monument to his memory. No part of the country profited more
from his efforts than the west. Here in the Rocky Mountain Empire, water is the
very lifeblood of agriculture. But without forests to conserve moisture vast irri-
gation projects and municipal water developments would be impossible.

[-Pinchot played a leading role in awakening the American people to the vital neces=-

sity of conserving their forest and other natural resources. If he was not the
father of conservation in this country he was its most eloquent prophet. His name

~is linked inseparably with conservation. He started the first systematic forestry
work in the United States, developed the division of forestry of the department of
agriculture into the bureau of forestry, end played a foremost part in working out
the first plan for U, 8. forest reserves. =- Denver Post.,

GIFFORD PINCHOT, FRIEND OF BLACK HILLS When they come to the Black Hills, they go
away to proselyte. This was as true of Gifford Pinchot as it is of all others.

The great conservationist was practically the father of the Black Hills National
Forest which, when it was established, included what later became the Harney National
Forest. His belief in forestry was Pinchot's life, and when he helped to establish
the Black Hillg National Forest he did so in face of opposition from Hills resi-
dents. "At Custer," he once said, "they dressed up like Indians and hooted and
howled when I came to town, presumably to frighten me away." An eventful life, full
of strenuous fighting for what he believed was right was ended when Gifford Pinchot
died Saturday.

Gifford Pinchot made his first trip to the Black Hills in 1896 as a member of the
national forest commission of the National Academy of Sciences. Four times after
that he returned to the Black Hills, the last time in 1936 after his work for for-
estry was largely completed. On that last occasion he spent a full day touring
the southern Hills and another day touring the northern Hills. He is reported to
have said of this trip to the Hills that he "had the best day in & dog's age." The
northern and the southern Hills have here & fine bone to fight over.

Pinchot himself disclaims the whole credit for the establishment of the national
forests in the Black Hills and the great benefit which they have conferred upon
this area. But he delighted in what had even then in his early visits been accom=
plished, When he came back in 1898 he was & member of the division of forestry; on
the 1901 trip he was chief forester; the 1905 visit was as head of the forest ser-
vice of the United 8tates. His watchfulness and constant personal interest vastly
helped to defend the national forest &s well as to establish it. Pinchot was the
stormy petrel statesman of Pennsylvenia. He won sometimes, and lost often, but
whether as governor, a member of Teddy Roosevelt's kitchen caobinet, or plain citizen
he never ceased his battling for forestry and conservation, Gifford Pinchot was
ene of the first of & long line of distinguished friends of the Black Hills.

== Rapid Oity Journal.
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 the past week, died at 10:30 p,
(EST) at Columbia Presbyterian
Medical center,

In Politics 25 Years

handle-bar moustache, Pinchot way
active in Pennsylvania politics for
25 years, He was a Republican who
often found himself on the of}
side of the political fence,

He was governor of Pennsylvan
from 1923 to 1927 and from 1931
1935. Before that he served as

Presidenty McKinley,
Roosevelt and Taft and be
known as the father of the ¢
try's conservation - system.
‘Bull Mooser’
| Pinchof was a friend and admi
[of Theodore Roosevelt. He helg
| Roosevelt found the Progressive
“Bull Moose” party, which bm%
a cleavage between two factlong
the Republican party.
Later he used Roosevelt's colorful |
_ techniques in campaigning in Penn-'
‘sylvama He was beaten twice in
running for the U, S. senate, and|
| after he retired to his farm at -Mil-
ford, Pa., he erossed party lines to
{support Franklin D. Roosevelt for
reelection in 1940 and 1944, .
Premier Conservationist =« &
Pinchot was recognized as the
nation’s premier conservationist. As
head of the forestry service, he
founded the present-day policy of|
‘making ;m'eet. We& aval g,
the public.

ot ! ,. %
W m'“in-snw

|
was in 1933 when he lost in Penn-

of the division of forestry unde |m

Il ing and weeding of -

Pinchot's last bid for public office

primary to Arthur H. James,
In recent years he had been
workmg on a book, a history of

ife, who had been Corneliz
th Bryce, daughter of Lloyd
s Bryce, former American
to The Netherlands, was

LServed At Forester

For Biltmore Estate -
= Gifford Pinchob w&t the ﬁrst
' man employed by the laf E&

W. Vanderbilt on the Bﬂtmore es-
tate more than a half-century ago
when he was building his forested

domain into ome of the primary
show nla.ces of Western North Caro-

tate pay its way, !or Bl !
were cut down and used for cord-
wood at the Biltmore brick works
and in many places for artistic|
wood trim.

Mr, Pinchot never lost interesl: in
Asheville and Biltmore estate, and
no one from this section could talk
to him long without being asked
to give an up—tmg;;e revort nn the

F’ ‘Mr. Pinchot came fo the estate as
| forester and assisted Dr. Carl Alwin
I Schenck. who succeeded him in the
1890's, in establishing the first
inresa'y school in America there.
‘When he came to the estate hs
-placed together trees of the same
ages in an experime L

}utahq including sed;fm&
‘now part of Pisgah Natic
“was divided into 600
was carefully card
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Another*ploneer“ ¢

ON THE evening of October 4 there died
in New York City, of leukemia, Gifford
Pinchot, twice Governor of Pennsyl-
vania, and a pioneer exponent of forestry
and forest conservation. His name
catalogues with those of other outstand-
ing bureau chiefs of the old days—D. E.
Salmon, B. T. Galloway, Milton Whitney,
Harvey W. Wiley, and L. O. Howard—of
whom only the last now survives. Mr.
Pinchot was a close friend of Theodore
Roosevelt and a prominent national
figure for half a century.

Born in Simsbury, Conn., August 11,
1865, he took his A. B. at Yale, in 1889,
then studied forestry in France, Ger-
many, Switzerland, and Austria. He be-
gan the first systematic forestry work in
the United States at Biltmore, N. C,, in
1892, and became a member of the Na-
tional Forest Commission in 1894. In
1898 he was named chief of the then
Division of Forestry by President McKin-
ley. This became a bureau in 1901, and
the Forest Service in 1905. Pinchot re-
mained chief until 1910, when he left the
Government service as a result of a con-
troversy with Secretary of the Interior
Ballinger over certain Alaskan conserva-
tion questions.

e ot
v

. wasiSecretary of Agriculture.

joi(When Pinchot entered the Forestry
~Division, July 1, 1898, “Tama Jim" Wilson
; Pinchot
~had made out the questions for his own
.examination, because there was no one
-then in the Government service compe-

_stentito do this job, but the President

covered him into Civil Service before the

tquestions were used. The Division did

:not then control a single acre of forests,
but it had in it all the foresters in the
Government service, and Pinchot was
one-half of the two of them. The Na-
tional Forest Reserves were tvhen in
charge of the General Land Office, which
had no forester at all!

When Pinchot joined up, the Division
had 11 employees and an annual appro-
priation of $28,500. When Forest Service
celebrated its fortieth anniversary and
Gifford Pinchot spoke, its annual appro-
priation was nearly 60 million dollars.
One of its smaller national forests today
requires more employees than did the
Division when Pinchot took over. The
Division was then housed in two rooms
in the attic of the old red brick building.
Pinchot’s office was in one of them, about
the size of a hall bedroom; the remain-
ing ten members of the force shared the
other room.

If you want to know what Forest Serv-
ice is today, get Miscellaneous Publica-
tions 290, The Work of the U. S. Forest
Service, and read up. Whatever else he
became—and he became a great national
figure—Pinchot remained at heart a
forester and a conservationist all his life.
He rendered distinguished service as such
in the Second World War. His heritage
is a mighty institution which performs
a complicated, highly responsible, and
extremely useful public service, fully
grounded in scientific principles, with
thousands of conscientious, well-trained
employees animated by a zeal which not |
even low remuneration can extinguish.
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INFORMATION
General September 13, 1945

WASHINGTON

Regional Foresters
and Directors

Dear Sir:

Mr. Pinchot very much desires that his letter to the men and women
of the Forest Service in appreciation for the honor paid him on his.
eightieth birthday reach all present members of the Service, former
members who are now in the armed forces, and retired employees.

"Ge P.'s" letter was quoted in the W. 0. Information Digest for
September 7 and we presume it will reach present employees through
that medium. Will you therefore reproduce the letter in the news
letters you send to members of your Region or Staticn in the armed
forces and to retired employees. If you do not issue a news sheet
to your alumni, you no doubt have some other means of reaching them.

Very truly yours,

j)am "’,i,L_,ﬁ,_, LA by

DANA PARKINSON, Chief
Division of Information and Education
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Tinshot is & cross vetween a patsrnalisf and a socislist.
Te embraces gll of the doctrines of botk thst are wrong., Ee be-

1iaves in the nationslizatiorn of everything baginning first, of

gourse, with his pst hobby, tns

forests; then the coel end iron
mines; then the farms; then the department stores; then everything
else that is necesssry to carry out socialistic theories preseptly
attempted by the Soviet government in Russis.
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e nas gbsolutely no raspeset for the Constitution, in fect

I much doutrt if he could rapeet tn2 preamble to thet hol: dnaunens
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I ceme ir contact with Finevot £0 pesre ego vwhsn be wgs
Unitzd Statss Forester. My lgst conliet with him was in Janusry

year before the Committs:z on Asrieul turs and Porestry of
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You ardon me for introducing into our business cor-
razpsndence thic digeussinn of Zemnsylvenia's local political
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Your friend,

B R



Jno. H. Kirby Letterpress - v, 91

: e P R TR

Decamber 22, 1021, 5:;’1

Nr. A. H. ¥albflelsch, 4 \
Mercedes, Texasg,
Dear lr. Xelbfleisch: /-
I am indebted to mutunlNerfd Judge Frank
Andrews for your address.
Please ship me by exp:ress, Lo 2006 Smith St.,
Houston, Texas, one crate of oranges and one crate of

grapefruit. and send me bill therefor.

Very truly yours

December 22, 1921. boh e

Mr. J. H. Allison 7 N
¢/o Fort Worth Rec':ord, /\
Fort Worth, Texas,

My dear Allison: '~ -

I thank you for yours of

romat.icn 1t ccnveys._ I an q

t . are going to. make a winnln.g with ‘the Ilenord ‘and\T’ hope 1922

will be a very prosperoun year for you. _' ek <

T must 'bﬁ 1n Washingt.cm on the ch oi‘ Janhary to

appear in my: capacity as -President of the boutbem Tarifr

Assoclation befora tha Finapce Committee of the Senat.a and

on the next daey I must appear before the Forestry Committee ‘
of the House who have under considerstion cértain measures

looking to the establishment of a permenent natiocnal forestry

policys. I may be detained in Washington several weeks but

after my return I hope %o have the pleasure of visiting jou
In Fort Worth for a few days,

Your friend,

. )
e ISR PR T iy T
s e re i .
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January 3, 1822,

Judge Chas. F. Greenwopd, , 1 W : /

Dallas, Texas. 3(

Yy Pal: %

Some of t.hase days gome man will de kipnd ennu
to make a little nate. ponsibly in co type, ings
I wishéd and the thinga I hoped for and the thinga stood

for in this dear old world. end when he does I hopa he will

be diligent enough to look into the thiuga I put away as
54 n
worth preaerving and ﬁ.nd your beautiful letter of January lst.
I know you are sincere. charlie. 1n what you say, and

i Cla

it is the only t.hing I Jknow about you 'that hara ;mpresnd ne
that you are av'en slig{xtly superficial. In ;;h:l.a 1nntance you
seem to have gone fa:- éﬁold because [ do not poaseaa the qual-
ities you ascribe tc_» m, and all there is to me is that big
bump of affecticn whlicli Nature bestowed upoﬁ me for all the big
and good things th.a't- God ﬁade. That bump has had an opportunity
to piay upen you, to know you, to honor you, to believe in you,
to love you.

I am in the act of leaving for hsﬁingtﬁn where I have
two public duties to perform. The first is in relation to the
Southern Tariff Associatiom, and I shall stand in the halls of
legislation and insist that the discriminations of the past

shall be abandoned and that this beautiful Dixie of ours shall



~J
-t
o

(3udge Chas F Greenwood = 2)

have for all of its people an equal opportunity in the race
for national existence. The selfish and financial great, whom
our demagogues attack, bave not always been thoughtful of us
poor plodding mortals who are creating things essential to the
world's thrift and progress and happiness. There must be an end
to that policy. The end is coming now and men like you and Bill
Poindexter, aad othe@."a with the same just spirit and ptfrpose. have
mde it possible to bring it about. ‘

You knog, chirlié. you are trmendously tempting with
that dinner thougt bu; such things are not for me now. When
I have finished this Yirife controversy ia whibh I must antag-
onige all of the big otes in the great party in”which you and
I have heretofore bh’lilied. and in the prixfciﬁ_l’eé of whidh ya
end I still believe, thre is still another task - the spineless
Senators from the treelss states are making'sn asssult upon
private property undei‘ he pretenﬁe that posterity has a greater
interest in the accumuldions of the present  than have those
whose perseversnce and =ill have enabled thém to accumulate a few
trees. The leader of thse disciples of folly is one Gifford
Pinchot, and about the mddle of next week I shall cross swords
with him in an inquiry bfore the House Committee on agriculture
ant forestry s tc how fa the mailed hand of the Government may

be axtended into the pockt of the current owner of trees. Trees

areproperty and the owne: of them is a citllzen. Qur forefathers

=
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for the latter parties and I am planting

h they builded in the hope that
t ademantine decument.
re still

nhag substantial respect

myself upoen tne Constitution whic

y break his lance upcn tha
urned to these parts apd if you &

1wy, Pinchot ma

W¥hen 1 have ret
of the same disposition I should d
part of tihe old buck,
s of old Pratt's ranch.
e wish, 1 am

Your friemd
Houston Texas Jan 4 1922

or the youhg one, which you
and enjoy any ‘

brought up from the wild
With every affectionat

¥ P Hobhy -
Beaumont Texas 5
you when you were last here

\

" uatter T nenthoned
should probably haye i diate attention Stop I am
leaving tonight for Qgghi ton andyzay be away two or three
weeks In meantime wigh '

ou wopld me tc Houstom confer with
B M Johnston then in igui wn gSK\ie lop the situation
/ { Q}\\\\ Tno E Kirdy -

\

| “ﬂ;}*\ - January &, 1922
“ 4:?"- 3

¥r. Geo. ¥W. Hooks, {/r
Box 131, -,

Beaumont, Texas.

Dear George:

I have vour letter the 3rd. I have a great deal

of confidence in your judgment in oil matters and especially

in the coastal field but we are not presently preparing to take
on anything additicnal. MNr, Baes will kave to concentrate on

cur Xexia leases for thse next several weeks or mcnthe and I am

1

today leaving for Washington for zn abeence of some two or three
weeke so that for the moment we ars not so clircumstanced as to
permit ‘“urselves %o tzke advantage of your very kind suggestion.

Your friend,

early love to sup with you i

X
&
f
f
h
i
1]

ey



MORLEY SAFER ON
A VIETNAM
WE NEVER SAW

¥ YHE MAN WHO
INVENTED
A A/ )P 4 EnviRONMENTALIS)

Bank faﬂure 1S as American
as apple pie. The first Arerican

failure tecok place in Rhode Island
in 1809, when a bank copitalized

at $45 issued $800,000 in bank
notes, a sum equal continued inside)



Ninety years ago a highborn zealot named Gifford Pinchot knew more about
woodlands than any man in America. What he did about them
changed the country we live in and helped define environmentalism.

ike most public offi-
cials, Gov. Gifford Pin-
chot of Pennsylvania £
could not answer all
his mail personally.
Much of it had to be
left to aides, but not all of
these realized the character of
their boss. When a citizen
wrote in 1931 to complain an-
grily about one of the gover-
nor’s appointments, Pinchot
was not pleased to find the
following prepared for his sig-
nature: “I am somewhat sur-
prised at the tone of your let-
ter. . . . It has been my aim
since | became Governor to se-
lect the best possible person
for each position. . . . | hope
time will convince you how
greatly you have erred.”

The governor was not given
to such mewlings and forth-
with composed his own letter:
“Either you are totally out of
touch with public sentiment,
or you decline to believe what
you hear. ... To say that | was
not attempting to do right
when | made these appoint-
ments is nonsense. | was doing
the best | knew how, and my
confidence that I did so is by
no means impaired by your let-
ter.” That was more like it—
and more like the man too.

Gifford Pinchot passed EEEEIEE 2 -
through nearly six decades of American pub]lc life Ilke a Jere-
miah, the flames of certitude seeming to dance behind his
dark eyes. “Gifford Pinchot is a dear,” his good friend and
mentor Theodore Roosevelt once said of him, “but he is a fa-

- natic, with an element of hardness and narrowness in his tem-

perament, and an extremist.”

The complaint was legitimate, but the zealot in question
also was the living expression of an idea shared by much of
an entire generation (indeed, shared by Roosevelt himself):
the conviction that men and women could take hold of their
government and shape it to great ends, great deeds, lifting
all elements of American life to new levels of probity, grace,
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freedom, and prosperity. The
urge was not entirely selfless;
the acquisition and exercise of
power have gratifications to
which Pinchot and his kind
were by no means immune.
But at the forelront was a sol-
emn and utterly earnest desire
that the lot of humanity
should be bettered by the
work of those who were
equipped by circumstance, tal-
ent, and training to change the
world. It had something to do
with duty and integrity and
honesty, and if it was often
marred by arrogance, at its
best it was just as often
touched by compassion.

And the world, in fact, was
changed.

have . . . been a Gover-
nor, every now and then,
but | am a forester all the
time—have been, and
shall be, all my working
life.” Gifford Pinchot made
this pronouncement in a
spe=ch not long before his
death at the age of eighty-one,
and repeated it in Breaking
New Ground, his account of
the early years of the conserva-
tion movement and his consid-
erable place in it. It was true
enough, but it could just as le-
gitimately be said of him that

he had been a lores!er every now and then but was a politi-

cian, had been and would be, all his working life.

It could also be said that it was forestry that taught him
his politics. Pinchot was born on August 11, 1865, into the
sort of environment that would normally have pointed him
in the direction of nothing more exotic than law or one of
the other gentlemanly persuasions. His father, James, a self-
made man of the classic stripe, had acquired so much
money as a dry goods merchant in New York City that he

Above, Pinchot near the turn of the century. Opposite page: High Rock
Lookout at Gifford Pinchot National Forest, in Washington State.

GARY BRAASCH. 1790
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3 He and Theodore Roosevelt hit it off from the start. “There has been a peculiar
# intimacy between you . . . and me,” the President wrote in later years, “because
[we] have worked for the same causes, have dreamed the same dreams.”

had been able to retire to the pur-
suit of good works at the age of
forty-four. His mother, Mary, was
the daughter of Amos Eno, a Man-
hattan real estate tycoon whose
Fifth Avenue Hotel was so valu-
able a property that his estate was
able to sell it after his death for
the staggering figure of $7,250,000.

The Pinchots figured promi-
nently, if sedately, in society and
traveled ambitiously in England
and on the Continent. Gifford, his
younger brother, Amos, and their
sister, Antoinette, all grew up able
to speak French and snatches of
German at early ages, and Antoi-
nette, in fact, would become Lady
Johnstone, wife of the British con-
sul in Copenhagen.

Altogether it seemed an unlikely
background for a man who was to ‘
spend much of his adult life with e

FOREST MISTORY SOCETY

touched forest land outside the es-
tate. This new enterprise became
known as the Pisgah Forest, and it
was there in 1895 that Pinchot in-
troduced what were almost cer-
tainly the first scientific logging op-
erations ever undertaken in this
country.

By then the young man had
made a secure reputation in the
field; indeed, he was the field. In
December 1893 he opened an of-
fice in Manhattan as a “consulting
forester.” Over the next several
years, while continuing his work
for Vanderbilt in North Carolina,
he provided advice and research
work on forest lands in Michigan,
Pennsylvania, and New York
State—including the six-million-
acre Adirondack Park and Forest
Preserve, established in 1895 as
the largest state-owned park in
the nation. He could—and doubt-

trees. There was not at the time a
single American-born man and pre-
cious few men of any nationality
in this country practicing anything
that could remotely be described as forestry. Nevertheless,
“How would you like to be a forester?” Pinchot's father asked
him in the summer of 1885, as the young man prepared to en-
ter Yale. “It was an amazing question for that day and gen-
eration,” he remembered, “how amazing | didn't begin to
understand at the time.” In his travels the elder Pinchot had
become an admirer of the kind of scientific forestry prac-
ticed in France, Germany, and Switzerland and had even writ-
ten a few articles on the subject.

The son proved open to his father's enthusiasm. From
childhood Pinchot had been active in the outdoors, fond of
hiking, camping, and, especially, trout fishing. Since there
was nowhere yet in the United States to study his chosen pro-
fession, after graduating from Yale he took himself back to
Europe, where for more than a year he studied forest man-
agement at the French Forestry School in Nancy and put in
a month of fieldwork under Forstmeister (“Chief Forester™)
Ulrich Meister in the city forest of Zurich, Switzerland.

Back in this country he was hired by George W. Vander-
bilt in 1892 to manage the five-thousand-acre forest on his
Biltmore estate in North Carolina, a ragged patchwork of
abused lands purchased from numerous individual larmers.
While nursing this wrecked acreage back to health, the
young forester persuaded Vanderbilt to expand his holdings
by an additional one hundred thousand acres of nearly un-
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Pinchot confers with President Theodore Roosevelt
aboard the steamer Mississippl in October 1907,

less did—take satisfaction from a
description given of him by a news-
paper columnist as early as 1892:
“Contrast the career of this Yale graduate with that of cer-
tain young men of Gotham who flatten their noses against
club windows in the morning, and soften their brains with
gossip, champagne and the unmentionables at other periods
of the day and night.”

There was nothing soft in this graduate’s brain, and since
he lived most of his time at home with his mother and fa-
ther, there was even less that could be called unmentionable
in his behavior or experience (his first fiancée died in 1894,
an event that so devastated him he did not marry until
twenty years later, after his mother's own death). By the
turn of the century he was fully equipped by temperament
and experience to assume the task that would soon be given
him: the intelligent management of more forest land than
had ever been placed in the control of any single individual.

t would be difficult to find a more convenient symbol
for the dark side of American enterprise than the state
of the nation’s forest lands in the last quarter of the nine-
teenth century. Restrained only by the dictates of the
marketplace, the timber industry had enjoyed a free
hand for generations, and the wreckage was consider-
able. Most of the best forest land east of the Mississippi had
long since been logged out—sometimes twice over—and
while generally humid conditions had allowed some of the



land to recover in secocnd and third growth, erosion had
permanently scarred many areas. Unimpeded runoff during
seasonal rains had caused such ghastly floods as that lead-
ing to the destruction of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in 1889.

The land of the Mississippi and Ohio valleys was almost en-
tirely privately owned; west of the
Mississippi most of the land be- §
longed to the nation. It was called
the public domain, its steward
was the federal government, as rep-
resented by the General Land Of-
fice, and for years it had been hos-
tage to the careless enthusiasm of
a tradition that looked upon land
as a commaodity to be sold or an
opportunity to be exploited, not a
resource to be husbanded. About
two hundred million acres of this
federal land were forested, and
much of it, too, had been systernati-
cally mutilated. In addition to legiti-
mate timber companies that con-
sistently misused the various land
laws by clear-cutting entire claims
without even bothering to remain
around long enough to establish fi-
nal title, many “tramp” lumbermen

of protection and managed use, Congress passed the Forest
Organic Act of June 1897, which stipulated that the forest re-
serves were intended “to improve and protect the forest . . .
for the purpose of securing favorable conditions of water
flow, and to furnish a continuous supply of timber for the
use and necessities of citizens of
the United States.”

Gifford Pinchot, the young “con-
sulting forester,” was the author of
much of the language of the act. In
the summer of 1896 he had distin-
guished himself as the secretary of
the National Forest Commission, a
body formed by President Cleve-
land to investigate conditions in
the nation's public forests and to
recommend action for their
proper use and protection, and it
was the commission that had put
forth the need for an organic act.
No one knew more about Ameri-
can forests than Pinchot did, and
he seemed the only logical choice
to head the Department of Agricul-
ture's Forestry Division when the
position of director fell vacant in
May 1898.

On the face of it, Pinchot's new

simply marched men, mules,

- .y

post was less than prestigious.

oxen, and sometimes donkey en-
gines onto an attractive (and va-
cant) tract of public forest land,
stripped it, and moved out, know-
ing full well that apprehension and prosecution were simply
beyond the means or interest of the understaffed, over-
committed, and largely corrupt General Land Office. As early
as 1866 such instances of cheerful plunder had gutted so
many forests of the public domain that the surveyors gen-
eral of both Washington Territory and Colorado Territory ear-
nestly recommended to the General Land Office that the for-
est lands in their districts be sold immediately, while there
was something left to sell.

The forests were not sold, nor did they vanish entirely,
but they did remain vulnerable to regular depredation. It
was not until 1891 and passage of an obscure legislative
rider called the Forest Reserve Clause that the slowly grow-
ing reform element in the executive branch was enabled to
do anything about it. Armed with the power of this law, Presi-
dent Benjamin Harrison withdrew thirteen million acres of
public forest land in the West from uses that would have
been permitted by any of the plethora of lenient land laws
then on the books, and at the end of his second term, Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland added another twenty-one million
acres. Since there was virtually no enforcement of the new
law, however, withdrawal provided little protection from il-
legal use; at the same time, it specifically disallowed le-
gitimate use of public timber and grasslands. In response to
the howl that arose in the West and to give some semblance

The chief
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lectures to a crowd arcund the time
he was getting himself fired by President Taft, in 1909,

The Forestry Division was housed
in two rooms of the old red-brick
Agriculture Building on the south
side of the Mall in Washington, D.C. It enjoyed a total of
eleven employees and an annual appropriation of $28,500.
And since the forest reserves remained under the jurisdic-
tion of the Interior Department, the Forestry Division had lit-
tle to do beyond advising private landowners on the proper
management of their wood lots and forests. This was anath-
ema to an activist like Pinchot, and he was soon honing the
skills that would make him one of the most persistent and ef-
fective lobbyists who ever prowled the cloakrooms and cub-
byholes of Congress.

is ambition was not a small one: He wanted noth-

ing less than to get the forest reserves transferred

to Agriculture and placed under his care in the For-

estry Division and then to build the division into

the first effective agency for the management and

conservation of public lands in the history of the na-
tion. It did not hurt his chances when he became intimate
with another early American conservationist— Theodore Roo-
sevelt.

Roosevelt had spent much of his youth killing and stuffing
birds and was to spend much of his adult life shooting big-
ger and better animals, which he had other people stuff for
him. Nevertheless, when he assumed the Presidency in 1901,
he became the first Chief Executive to play an informed and



He crafted the Forest Service into an agency whose dedication to the ideal of service
to the public was nearly unique. By 1909 its domain had been enlarged to 148 million
acres and it was one of the most respected government organizations in the nation.

active role in the conservation
movement. With George Bird Grin-
nell (editor of Forest and Stream
magazine) he had been a cofoun-
der of the Boone and Crockett
Club, an exclusive gathering of con-
servation-minded hook-and-bullet
men whose influence had gone a
long way toward preserving the
wildlife in Yellowstone National
Park and toward slowing the whole-
sale commercial slaughter that
had exterminaled the passenger pi-
geon and was well on its way to-
ward wiping out several other spe-
cies. During his Presidency Roose-
velt would establish the first fed-
eral wildlife refuges, support the
expansion of the national park sys-
tem, back passage of the Reclama-
tion Act of 1902, and use the full
power of the Antiguities Act of
1906 to designate no fewer than

US DA FOREST SERVICE/GREY TOMWTES NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
. i
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EXPECTING A ROAR FROM THE JUNGLE

bringing over the forests—which
now lotaled more than sixty-three
million acres—the new law pro-
vided for the charging of fees for
cutting timber and grazing cattle
and sheep, and this was followed
by the Agricultural Appropriation
Act of March 3, a section of which
gave federal foresters “authority to
make arrests for the violation of
laws and regulations relating to
the forest reserves. . .."”

The government was now in the
tree business with a vengeance.
Shortly the name of the reserves
was changed to that of national for-
ests, the Forestry Division to that
of the U.S. Forest Service, and Gif-
ford Pinchot was solidly in place
as the nation’s first chief forester,
a position he would hold officially
only until his resignation in 1910
but would hold in his heart for the
rest of his life.
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eighteen national monuments, in-
cluding Grand Canyon, in Arizona.

Nor was Roosevelt indifferent to
forests. “The American had but
one thought about a tree,” he once wrote, “and that was to
cut it down.” While governor of New York, he had sought for-
estry advice from Pinchot, and they had hit it ofi from the
start. “There has been a peculiar intimacy between you and
Jim [James R. Garfield, his Secretary of the Interior] and me,”
Roosevelt wrote Pinchot in later years, “because all three of
us have worked for the same causes, have dreamed the
same dreams, have [elt a substantial identity of purpose as
regards many of what we three deemed the most vital prob-
lems of today.” Pinchot's own feelings bordered on adu-
lation, although Roosevelt maintained that the younger man
admired his predatory instincts above all else. “He thinks,”
he told Archie Butt, his personal assistant, “that if we were
cast away somewhere together and we were both hungry, |
would kill him and eat him, and,” he had added with that car-
nivore's grin of his, / would, too.”

The two men combined almost immediately in an effort to
get the forest reserves into Pinchot's care. The public lands
committees of both the House and Senate, however, were
dominated by Westerners, many of whom had vested inter-
ests in the status quo, and it took more than three years of
public campaigning and artful cajolery, Roosevelt himself
bringing the full weight of the Presidency to bear on the
point, before Pinchot was given his heart's desire: passage of
the Forest Transfer Act, on February 1, 1905. In addition to

The party awaits Rossevelt's reaction to Pinchot’s
dismissal in a cartoos from the Philadelphia Record

With his President’s blessing,
Pinchot crafted the young agency
into a public body whose dedica-
tion to the ideal of service to the public was nearly unique
for its time (or our own, for that matter). It came directly
out of Pinchot's own convictions. “It is the first duty of a pub-
lic officer to cbey the law,” he wrote in The Fight for Con-
servation, in 1510, “But it is his second duty, and a close sec-
ond, to do everything the law will let him do for the public
good. . .."

t was an elite corps that Pinchot created, built on merit

and merit alone, one in which both competence and

stupidity were swiftly rewarded—and little went unno-

ticed by the chief forester ("] found him all tangled up,”

Pinchot wrote to a lieutenant about one hapless em-

ployee, “and generally making an Ass of himself, with
splendid success”). William R. Greeley, one of the twenty-
five hundred foresters who served under Pinchot (and who
later became chief forester himself), caught the spirit of
Pinchot's influence precisely: “He made us . . . feel like sol-
diers in a patriotic cause.”

The system this exemplary body of men administered was
carefully structured by the chief forester. Individual forests
were divided up into management units, each with its own
ranger or ranger force, and administrative headquarters
were established in the six districts across the West where
most of the forests were grouped, from Missoula, Montana,
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The principles Pinchot put to work would become one of the roots of the sensibility
we call environmentalism. It was called conservation then, which, he wrote, “means
the wise use of the earth and its resources for the lasting good of men.”

to Portland, Oregon. Pinchot gave
his district supervisors a great
deal of autonomy and encouraged
them to give their rangers simi-
larly loose reins in the field—
whether selecting stands of har-
vestable trees, supervising a tim-
ber sale, regulating the number
of cows or sheep that might be
allowed on a piece of grazing land,
or fighting fires. The first step in
proper administration, he said,
“was to find the right man and see
that he understood the scope and
limits of his work, and just what
was expected of him”; then “the
next step was to give him his head
and let him use it."

The chief forester did not re-
main aloof. He was given to unan-
nounced field trips, poking his
prominent nose into every nook
and cranny of the system to see
what was what, and he maintained
a body of field inspectors who
reported regularly to him and
him alone. “To get results,” he re-
membered, “we had to revise, common-sensitize, and make
alive the whole attitude and action of the men who had
learned the Land Office way of handling the Reserves. . . .
We had to drive out red tape with intelligence, and unite the
office and the field. Next . . . we had to bring about a fun-
damental change in the attitude and action of the men who
lived in or near the Reserves and used them. We had to get
their cooperation by earning their respect.”

That respect did not come easily. Those individuals and
corporations that had become accustorned to unrestricted ac-
cess to Western resources did not remain silent during all
this, nor did their politicians. At one point in 1908 the Rocky
Mountain News featured a cartoon showing “Czar Pinchot
and His Cossack Rangers.” Others declared that the Forest
Service was subverting the pioneering instinct that had built
the country. “While these chiels of the Bureau of Forestry sit
within their marble halls,” Sen. Charles W. Fulton of Oregon
intoned in 1907, “and theorize and dream of waters con-
served, forests and streams protected and preserved through-
out the ages and the ages, the lowly pioneer is climbing the
mountain side where he will erect his humble cabin, and
within the shadow of the whispering pines and the lofty firs
of the forest engage in the laborious work of carving out for
himself and his loved ones a home and a dwelling place.”

Despite such cavils, by the time Roosevelt left office in
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Bryce, soon after their 1914 wedding. He was forty-nine.

March 1909, the national forest sys-
tem had been enlarged to 148 mil-
lion acres, and the Forest Service
had become one of the most re-
spected government services in
the nation—reason enough for
the historian M. Nelson McGeary's
encomium of 1960: “Had there
been no Pinchot to build the US.
Forest Service into an exception-
ally effective agency, it would
hardly have been possible to re-
port in 1957 that ‘most’ of the
big lumber operators had adopted
forestry as a policy; or that the
growth of saw timber has almost
caught up with the rate of drain
on forest resources from cutting,
fire, and natural losses. . . ."

Nor, it is safe to say, would
there have been much left of the
forests themselves. The principles
Pinchot put to work would inform
the management of the public
lands throughout most of the twen-
tieth century and become one of
the roots of the sensibility we call
environmentalism. It was called conservation then, and
Pinchot always claimed that he was the first to put that use
upon the word. “Conservation,” he wrote, “means the wise
use of the earth and its resources for the lasting good of
men. Conservation is the foresighted utilization, preserva-
tion, and /or renewal of forests, waters, lands, and minerals,
for the greatest good of the greatest number for the longest
time.”

Wise use was the cornerstone, and Pinchot and his follow-
ers had little patience with the still-embryonic notion that
the natural world deserved preservation quite as much for
its own sake as for the sake of the men and women who
used it. John Muir, a hairy wood sprite of a naturalist whom
Pinchot had met and befriended as early as 1896, personified
this more idealistic instinct, tracing the roots of his own in-
spiration back to Henry David Thoreau's declaration that “in
Wildness is the preservation of the World.” For a time, the
two men were allies in spite of their differences, but the
friendship disintegrated after 1905, when Pinchot lent his sup-
port to the efforts of the city of San Francisco to dam the
Hetch Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National Park for a public
water-and-power project in order to free the city from a pri-
vate power monopoly.

Muir, whose writings about Yosemite had brought him a
measure of fame, had founded the Sierra Club in 1892 largely




as a tool to protect the glorious trench
of the Yosemite Valley and other pris-
tine areas in the Sierra Nevada. Among
these was the Helch Hetchy Valley,
which these early preservationists
maintained was the equal of Yosemite
itself in beauty. The reservoir that
would fill up behind the proposed dam
on the Tuolumne River would obliter-
ate that beauty. But this was exactly
the sort of public power-and-water pro-
ject that spoke most eloquently to the
deepest pragmatic instincts of Pinchot
and his kind, who argued that every
measure of conservation as they under-
stood it would be fulfilled by approval
of the project. “Whoever dominates
power,” Pinchot wrote, “dominates all
industry.”

Both sides in the argument faced off
energetically in this first major conflict
between the utilitarian and the preser-
vationist wings of the conservation
movement, and it took nearly ten
years, the approval of two Presidents,
and the passage of special legislation
by Congress in 1913 before San Fran-
cisco obtained permission to build its
dam. “The destruction of the charming
groves and gardens, the finest in all
California,” Muir wrote to a friend,
“goes to my heart. But in spite of Satan
& Co., some sort of compensation
must surely come out of this dark
damn-dam damnation.” Pinchot had
no doubts and no regrets.

inchot's devotion to the princi-

ples of conservation went be-

yond the immediate question

of use versus preservation. Mo-

nopoly was evil personified,

and monopoly, he believed,
stemmed directly from the control of
the natural world. "Monopoly of re-
sources,” he wrote in Breaking New
Ground, “which prevents, limits, or de-
stroys equality of opportunity is one of
the most effective of all ways to con-
trol and limit human rights, especially
the right of self-government.” With this
conviction to guide him, it did not take
him long to find his way from the
world of conservation to the world of
politics, where, like thousands of his
class, he found his imagination seized
by Progressive Republicanism.
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LUMBERING BEFORE PINCHOT
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A riverful of timber floats down to the Babcock Lumber & Boom Company in 1909.

The short,
loud death

hen the Europeans
first saw the New
World, their over-

West Virginia yielded fif-
teen thousand board feet
per acre. Exceptional

whelming impres- of Canaan stands would yield as
sion was of trees, an end- va“e much as twenty thousand.
less forest covering a con- y The finest stands of white
tinent. And even in the by Jack Waugh pine in the great northern

boundless timberland that

was eastern North America, West Vir-
ginia's Land of Canaan was extraordi-
nary, for it contained the finest
stand of climax red spruce in the
world.

The canoe-shaped Canaan Valley
itsell, 150 miles west of present-day
Washington, D.C., was not big—Iit-
tle more than 14 miles long and 3
miles wide. It was boxed in by three
rugged mountain ridges, shrouded
in misty fog, and utterly silent. The
novelist Rebecca Harding Davis, writ-
ing in 1880, called the region's abso-
lute stillness “strange and oppres-
sive as noonday” and wrote that
“human voices were an imperti-
nence in the great and wordless
meanings of the woods.”

To the lumbermen who rode in
with the railroad half a decade later,
the meanings were clear enough. A
good stand of hardwood timber in

forests of Michigan and
Minnesota produced forty thousand.
From parts of Canaan Valley the lum-
berjacks would haul eighty to a hun-
dred thousand board feet per acre of
red spruce.

For four hectic decades the boom
times the lumbermen thrust upon
this stillness were to rival the gold
and silver rushes of the West in
brawling intensity and in returnon in-
vestment. And when it ended, Ca-
naan Valley and its surroundings
would be utterly destroyed.

It would have been an outcome in-
conceivable to the awed members of
the survey party that discovered the
valley. On Monday, October 13,
1746, a group that included the
thirty-eight-year-old Col. Peter Jef-
ferson, Thomas Jelferson's father,
climbed to the top of Cabin Mountain
and looked down on Canaan's forest
for the first time. The next day the
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It took a bit more than a
generation to reduce the
Canaan Valley to stumps.

After the clearing, fires
would smolder for months.

party plunged into the valley itself.

A surveyor named Thomas Lewis
wished he had never come. He wrote
in his journal that “from the . . . time
We Entred the Swamp | Did not See ap-
lain Big Enough for aman to Lye on
nor a horse to Stand.”

The party encountered a vast clutch-
ing understory of eight- to ten-foot-
high *“loral” (rhododendron) that
twisted across the forest floor, “all
most as Obstinate as if Composed of
Iron. Our horses and often our Selves
fell into Clefts & Cavitys without see-
ing the danger Before we felt the Ef-
fects of it.”

n leaving, Lewis made a last en-

try: “Never was any poor Crea-

turs in Such a Condition as we

were in nor Ever was a Criminal
more glad by having made his Escape
out of prison as we were to Get Rid of
those Accursed Lorals.”

Many early settlers felt the same
way. A century later one wrote that
the valley was “as perfect a wilderness
as our continent contained . . . a howl-
ing wilderness of some twenty or
thirty miles’ compass, begirt on all
sides by civilization, yet unexplored.”

The valley was a relic of the last gla-
cial age. When the Wisconsin ice sheet
had crept down from the North to
within a hundred or so miles twenty
thousand years before, Canaan became
a frost pocket, high and cold—perfect
for red spruce.

Nobody knows how the valley got its
name, but in time, under the battering
of West Virginia usage, the bib-
lical “Cane-un,” with its accent on the
first syllable, became “Kah-nane,” with
the accent hard on the last syllable.

As late as the mid-1880s, on the eve

I.oaers and their fam'llu enjoy a picnic wrrounded Irythe devastated forest at Slungh Hil.

of its destruction, the forest was virtu-
ally as Lewis had seen and hated it.
Henry Gassaway Davis changed that.
In 1866 Davis, a railroad man and poli-
tician, convinced the West Virginia leg-
islature to incorporate his Potomac
and Piedmont Coal and Railroad Com-
pany with powers, rights, and fran-
chises to do almost everything. By
1881 Davis, then a U.S. senator, had in-
volved so many of his colleagues in his
enterprises that the line working its
way toward Canaan Valley came to be
known as the “senatorial railroad.” On
November 1, 1884, the last spike was

pounded into the stretch of the sena-
torial railroad that ran into the brand-
new town of Davis on the rim of Ca-
naan Valley. Not long afterward a Penn-
sylvania lumberman named Jacob
Leathers Rumbarger built a band-saw
mill on the Blackwater River between
Second and Third Street. The first of
some thirty-one miles of logging rail-
roads began to push their twisting way
into the once impenetrable valley.
From a population of two in 1884,
Davis swelled to four thousand—a
town that in time came to include
seven churches, an equal number of
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A lumber-company locomotive and the men who will uaload the logs behind i, around 1905.
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saloons, a tannery, two banks, a sec-
ond major sawmill, two butcher shops,
two undertakers, five doctors, two
dentists, [live restaurants, and four
hotels.

In the mid-nineties, a twelve-hun-
dred-seat opera house went up on the
corner of Henry Avenue and Second,
within easy hearing of the sawmill's ex-
haust engines. Under the illumination
of that pale and flickering novelty, the
electric light, audiences watched Uncle
Tom's Cabin and Ten Nights in a Bar-
Room.

The short-lived lumber camps that

Stacks of the product crowd the single railroad track at a lumberyard in the valley in 1905.

fed the boom hung uncertainly to the
slopes of plunging hillsides, and they
lasted only as long as the lumber
lasted. But while they did exist, they
were microcosms of a special kind of
life. Far from the reach of any recogniz-
able police force, they were ordered by
a code of conduct all their own. The
men worked from dawn to dark and
were generally too tired to raise hell
even if they wanted to.

The lumberjacks came in from all
across the Eastern and Northern for-
ests. When the Blackwater Boom and
Lumber Company bought out Rum-

barger in 1887, it imported French Ca-
nadians from the North, who were ex-
pert at riding the floating logs that
sometimes filled the Blackwater River
from bank to bank for twenty-five
miles.

acks in their suspenders, their Wis-

consin cork shoes, and their Rich-

ie shirts swarmed into the valley

from Pennsylvania, New York, Vir-
ginia, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, and
from as far away as Austria, Italy, and
Sweden.

True to Napoleon's dictum, this
army moved on its stomach. The most
important job in the lumbering camps
of Canaan, next to the foreman himself,
was the cook. He pulled top wages
—three dollars a day for a seven-day
week. If he was good, he was more
than worth it. A cook could make or
break a camp overnight.

The typical dinner menu at the
talkless tables in the camps ran to
boiled or roast beel, port, or steak, to-
matoes, turnips, potatoes, beans, hash,
cornbread, two different kinds of pies
(quartered), and cake and cookies.
Breakfasts were no less prodigious: flap-
jacks, hot biscuits, steak, fried eggs,
fried potatoes, oatmeal, cake, dough-
nuts, and all the Arbuckles—coffee—a
man could drink.

A full complement of lumberjacks
included swampers (road builders),
a cutting crew of sawyers and knot
bumpers who felled and trimmed the
trees, teamsters who drove the horses
that skidded the logs to the road or
river, grab drivers to secure the trail of
logs, and a blacksmith and a saw filer
(both well paid, as much as $2.50 a
day—just below a cook's wages).

Presiding over these crews, which in
a typical camp might number sixty
men, was the foreman, perhaps the
most important man in the conquest of
the forest. The autocrat of the camp,
he did the hiring and the firing, and
nobody questioned his judgment.
He was responsible to the woods su-
perintendent, but a good foreman
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would buck even the su-
per in the interest of
his camp.

It took such men a
bit more than a genera-
tion to reduce Canaan
Valley to stumps.
Shorn of the tall spruce
that had kept it dark
for centuries, stripped of its ironlike
rhododendron understory, the dense
valley floor lay open to the sunlight.
It dried. And fires followed, enor-
mous raging fires that burned to the
bottom of the humus layer and smol-
dered for months.

ne blaze broke out on the thir-

tieth of May, 1914, in the

woods of Blackwater Canyon,

three miles above the small
lumber town of Hendricks, and
burned for months. A man sitting on
his porch in the town at midnight
that summer could read the after-
noon paper by its light.

The waste that attended the oblit-
eration of the forest was staggering.
When the large stand of hemlock
that coexisted with the spruce
ceased to sell during the Panic
of 1893, hemlock bark went to
the tanneries, and the huge peeled

The waste that
attended the
obliteration of
the spruce and
hemlock forest
was staggering.

logs were left to decay.

Despite the waste,
the Canaan region
yielded up more than
three billion board feet
of lumber. Its one hun-
dred thousand acres
were only about one-
eighty-fifth of the total
virgin forest cut in West Virginia
in the hectic fifty years of the last
and first quarters of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. But its out-
put represented one-tenth of the
thirty billion board feet the state
produced in those years. It was a
prodigious pocket of timber. And fi-
nally it was gone.

“We didn't leave a stick standing,”
one company official boasted.

The lumbermen moved north or
west, Davis faded away to the qui-
et community of eight hundred peo-
ple that it is today, and the Canaan
Valley was left again to silence as
profound—if not as awe-inspir-
ing—as the one the lumbermen
had first disturbed just forty years
earlier. *

Jack Waugh is a free-lance writer who
lives in Elkins, Virginia, not far from
the Canaan Valley.
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The movement had been distilled
from more than forty years of what the
historian Howard Mumford Jones
called “exuberance and wrath” follow-
ing the Civil War. Its followers saw
themselves and their values caught in
a vise: threatened on one side by an in-
creasingly violent and potentially revo-
lutionary uprising on the part of the
great unwashed —largely represented
by the Democratic party—and on the
other by a cynical plutocratic brother-
hood—largely represented by the regu-
lar Republican party—which brutally
twisted and subverted American insti-
tutions for purposes of personal greed
and power.

Imperfectly but noisily, Theodore
Roosevelt had given these people in
the middle a voice and a symbol to
call their own, and when he chose not
to run for a third term in 1908, they
felt abandoned. Prominent among
them was Gifford Pinchot, and there is
some evidence to suggest that he engi-
neered his own dismissal as chief for-
ester by President William Howard
Taft, whom Roosevelt had groomed as
his own chosen successor. The oppor-
tunity came in 1909, when Pinchot
learned that Taft's Secretary of the In-
terior, Richard Ballinger, was deter-
mined to honor a number of coal-min-
ing claims on lands in Alaska that Roo-
sevelt had earlier withdrawn from
such uses.

When Taft backed his Interior Secre-
tary, Pinchot chose to see it as the be-
ginning of a wholesale repudiation of
all that Roosevelt had done to cham-
pion the public interest. He made no se-
cret of his conclusions, and Taft was
certain that more than bureaucratic in-
tegrity was behind Pinchot's loudly
voiced concerns. “l am convinced,” he
wrote his brother, “that Pinchot with
his fanaticism and his disappointment
at my decision in the Ballinger case
plans a coup by which I shall be com-
pelled to dismiss him and he will be
able to make out a martyrdom and try
to raise opposition against me.”

Taft resisted as long as he reason-
ably could, but when Pinchot violated
the President’s direct orders to main-
tain silence by writing an open letter
to a Senate committee investigating
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the Ballinger matter, he decided
he had no choice. Calling the let-
ter an example of insubordination
“almost unparalleled in the history
of the government,” Taft fired the
chief forester of the United States
on January 7, 1910. Pinchot
rushed home with the letter of dis-
missal and waved it at his mother,
crying, “I'm fired\.” “My Mother's
eves flashed,” he remmembered, in
Breaking New Ground; “she threw
back her head, flung one hand
high above it, and answered with
one word: ‘Hurrah!""

TOWERS NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

USDA FOREST SERVICE/G

espite these memories of

triumph, the most effec-

tive and rewarding part

of Pinchot’s career had

come to an end. It cer-

tainly would not have
seemed so to him at the time, how-
ever, as he joined in his friend Roo-
sevelt's 1912 campaign to unseat
Taft as a third-party candidate.
Pinchot had been promised the
State Department if Roosevelt won, but Roosevelt lost and,
losing, split the Republican party and gave the Presidency to
Woodrow Wilson. All Pinchot got was the satisfaction of see-
ing Taft humiliated—which nonetheless was “something to
be proud and happy about,” he crowed.

There followed years of politicking, all with his old vigor,
but with mixed results and mostly confined to the state of
Pennsylvania, where he served a couple of stormy, largely un-
productive terms as governor.

It all took him too far from the forests that were his abid-
ing interests. He had ncver lost sight of them, of course. In
1937, at the age of seventy-two, he undertook a five-thou-
sand-mile trip sponsored by the Forest Service through the
national forests of Montana, Idaho, Oregon, and California,
sleeping out in the open, flying in Forest Service planes, and
generally re-creating the delights of his youthful days on the
old Forest Commission. “What | saw gave me the greatest
satisfaction,” he wrote upon his return. “The service is bet-
ter than it was when I left and everywhere the [orests are
coming back. What more could a man ask?”

He was a good deal less mellow when FDR's Secretary of
the Interior, his old friend and colleague Harold L. Ickes,
opened a campaign to have the national forests taken out of
the Department of Agriculture and placed back in Interior—
an effort that earlier Interior Secretaries had supported and
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The old forester and ex-governor, in his late seventies,
chats with another Pres. Roosevelt in the early 1940s.

=54 The essential legacy of this committed, driven man, this public servant, this prince
of rectitude, is the national forests themselves. There are 191 million acres of them
now, spreading over the West, still threatened and mismanaged and loved.

to which Pinchot had taken predict-
able umbrage. This time, however,
the invective he launched against
the idea was more than matched
by that of the self-described cur-
mudgeon Ickes, as the two old Pro-
gressives attempted to outdo each
other in vitriol.

“What is behind all this?”
Pinchot asked the assembled mem-
bers of the Izaak Walton League in
April 1937. “The man who has
been my friend for more than a
quarter of a century has allowed
his ambition to get away with his
judgement,” and Ickes's great
power had “bred the lust of
greater power.” Ickes countered
that “Gifford Pinchot, who is a
persistent fisherman in political wa-
ters, exemplifies more than any-
one else in American public life
how the itch for public office can
break down one's intellectual integ-
rity.” The character of the debate
between the two men rarely rose
above this level until the begin-
ning of World War Il rendered the question moot. The for-
ests stayed in the Department of Agriculture,

Appropriately, much of Pinchot's remaining years were
spent in the writing of Breaking New Ground, which remains
one of the central documents of the American conservation
movement. That was a legacy worth the offering, and it is a
pity that he did not live to see its publication before his
death on October 4, 1946.

But the essential legacy of this committed, driven man,
this public servant, this prince of rectitude, is the national for-
ests themselves. There are 191 million acres of them now,
spreading over the mountain slopes and river valleys of the
West like a great dark blanket, still the center of contro-
versy, still threatened and mismanaged and nurtured and
loved as they were when the son of a dry goods merchant
first walked in an American wood and wondered what could
be done to save it for the future. *

T. H. Watkins, a former senior editor on this magazine, has
been editor of Wilderness, the magazine of the Wilderness So-
ciety, since 1982. He is the author or coauthor of nineteen
books, including the recently published Righteous Pilgrim:
The Life and Times of Harold L. Ickes, which has been nomi-
nated for a National Book Award and from which portions of
this article were adapted.
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