
During"hisjifty years as a profe.~siorwlforcster, Cot.o~EL WILLI.\M ll. GREELEY, now Chairman of the Board of 

American Forest Product.~ Industries, Inc., has pf,ycd a leading part in arousing the American public to its 

prc.sent attitude of uxttdlful consen:ution. Beginning in 190·1· he worhed in the United Stutes Forest Service, 

slcltionctl .succes.sively in the Soutlwrn A ppulad1ian.~, N C'w E,g[und, the Scq1wia N ational Forest , and the North­

ern Rochy 1\fountain area. It wa.~ in lclulw that he u:itnessed one of the worst f orest fires in American hist01:''• 

which swept thottsaruls of acres 85 lives. 

MADE FIRES 
LLIAl\f B. GREELEY 

yanbt il'k o f progress 
ry has been smo ke in the 

s. The t:nilcd • tal es is o nly pa rt way 
alo ng the road to fon·st safety. The yea rly to ll t ha t 
fires ta ke - in timb('r, wat er, soil, wild life, c ro ps, 
farmsteads, a nd cn•n whole communities- is a 
s taggering na tional loss. 

Woods fires in this count ry burned 9,97:), 750 
acres in 1953. Abo ut 10 per cent o f t he 15-UGO 
fires were traceabl e to lightning, loggers, or rail­
roads. P erhaps one fo urth o f them were started by 
careless campers <UH.l smo ker::;. The rest were set 
deliberately. 

Jt' arnw rs in Southern a nd Border sla tes each year 
set lire to their woods to ' ' g reen up .. fo ra ge fo r C'at­
tlc o r to unco, ·e r oak and beech mast for ra:~.orback 
hogs. Others, just as regula rly, burn the woods to 
d ean out litter on the forest floor bt f >rc boxing pine 
fo r turpentine. The frontier legend that fire rids 
land of chiggers and sna kes, o r tha t it kf't•ps boll 
weevils away fro m cotton, has been handed down 
int o the thinking of succeeding generatio ns o f 
Americans with destructive rc~;ult s. 

ln 1953 the sta te o f "Flo rida rcpurtt·d 4,!3'27,748 
acres o f woodland l.ntmed , :\I iss issi ppi n ·po rl cd 
773,H20, Georg ia 401,573, h ent ucky !J!)O,!ll :l • . \I is­
so uri !);37,379. Eleven Suutlwrn sta tt·s, no t indud­
ing Yirg inia, act·ount ed fo r 7!Ui 1wr n·nt o f 1 he 
nat io n 's fo n•st acreage burned and 70.1.l per cen L of 
it s woods fires. 

i\u r can other S<'<'tions of tlw F ni11·d ~ t a t t•s ue 
smug. Jndl'libly fresh in thl' minds o f all :\t·w Eng­
la ndt•rs is t he• fall of lH4 7 wit h it s ll ·n-cla y '" a lanl'lll' 
of fire whid1 roarl'<l thro ugh Bar llarbor. \laint·, 
and other areas of the stal l'. ~ix tt • t ·n pmplt· dit·tl. 
Hundred s wore injured. llo s pital s, ~·· h o"l s , 
t·hurches, homes, furms, and 17.'i,OIIII at·n ·s o f g n•t·n 
tim ber burned. ~ian's can·lessrwss in tt ·ncl ing lutrn-
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ing t rash pile:s and smoldering town dumps was to 
blame. 

E ast and West, t hese forest fire disasters fo llow 
the same pattern. T lwy come in t he fa ll or late 
summer a ft er months of a bnorma lly dry ,,·cat ht•r . 
Then for a per iod o f two or three days t he rei a t i ,.e 
humidity of t he ai r drops fro m its norma l 50 o r 60 
per cen t to perhaps 10 per cent. The thirsty a ir 
sucks moisture out o f humus, lea ves, twigs, and 
shrubs. The g rea t sponge o f vegetable ma tt er oq·r 
the earth, as wel l as the soil itself, is rclen t lc:o;sly 
robbed o f hoarded moisture. 

When a ir humidity dro ps so low, all that is nct•ded 
for a ho loca ust i:s a strung wind . . -\ burning t'iga rct te 
flung fro m an automobile, a smoldering trash lire, 
a road crew clea ring a rig ht-of-way, the frictio n of a 
steel ca ble d rawn O\·er a punky log- a ny of t hcse 
ca n provide the spa rk tha t ig nites disast er . 

T o uched by a flicker of flame, the par<'hcd wood~ 

explode. Fires tha t wo uld norma lly burn slowly 
through g round li tter race faster than men t·a n run. 

In most forest reg io ns, t he l'ni ted ~lut es 'Yea tht·r 
Dun•a u no w fo recasts fire weal her mu!'h as it dol'S 
the <·o rning o f frosts tha t threa ten nops o r ~torms 
ulun;.: the eoas t. Stal e lire <'odes and t·onHm·r .. ia l 
insuran<'e po lit·ics un lu~ging eamps a nd t•q ui pnwnt 
require s hut downs iu the woods d uring pt·riod ... of 
acut e lw ..:ard . 

A case in point is last uutun111 's cxplo,.,i H·I.) d r.v 
situat ion fro m ~ew England to T exas. (;o,·t·nw rs 
o f ma ny statc·s closed th(' woods to hunll'rs and 
pi<'ni<'kers. Slowly , and at bitt er ('Ost, Wl' are learn­
ing till' tcdlll iqttl' o f fo n•st prot e<'t ion. fl o w b it tl· r 
that <·ost <'an Ill' , ll!'anwd in HliO us a young ra nt:•·r 
assigned to t hL• j o b of prott•e t ing the forl's t s o f :\ort h 
Idaho nnd WPst ern l\lontana. I learned it in tt•rms 
of hurdship, sweat , tla ngcr, and httman !ins. 

F o r two dry months we had held tlw tire line, 
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stoppin~ more than 3000 small fireii nnd trem:hing 
_ j,o nea rly 100 big ones. Then disaster strm·k. As air 
· humidit y dropped and winds rcur hed gale velocit y , 

hell bro ke loose through the J3ittcr Hoot Hungc unu 
Coeur u'.\lcne. 

Flanws lea ped the miles of t rcn<·h we hnd built 
a nd sent n ews of fire lighters fleeing for their lives. 
One ('n•w of fift y men ('rnwded into an aba ndorwd 
111 ine ~haft. Their ra nger leader held wet blankets 
ovt•r the mine entra nt'e as flames roared by out side. 
.\notlll'r r·rew, isolah•d by fire, sun·ivcd by stretch­
ing out face clown on a ba ld granit e knob while 
the smo ke and gases of burning t imber ro lled OYer 
them. 

A stifling mass of smoke hid the sun, a nd the 
westt•rn sky appeared to burn with a yellow glare. 
}'ires raged uncontrollcu for one full day. Then ra ins 
ond snow in the higher mountains drenched the 
name. SeYCnty-eight fire fight ers died in that 
holocaus t. Se\·en homesteaders and prospectors 
wt•re t rapped and burned. \Yhole towns were wiped 
out. Three million acres burned and eig ht billion 
feel of timber were lost. You see the scars today. 

Somet imes the t erri fic na tural forces that consti­
tut e "fire weather " cu n be overpowering. Cloquet, 
l\liunesota , a forest ind ustry city of 10,000, was 
leYelcd in 1918 when smoldering clearing fi res fanned 
by a mile-a-minute gale broke loose and race<.l oYer 
a qua rter million acres of powder-dry .:\finnesota 
forl'stland. Fiery t'inders from flaming cutover 
lands around the t· ity showered down on CloqtH't. 
Jn lt·ss than fi,·e mirnrt t•s buildings were afire all 
on-r town. The people of Cloquet, clutching what­
ever valuables they ('OIIId carry , cla mbered aboard 
uox<.:a rs, roaches, and ore gondolas and rode out of 
town to safety. 

E lsewhere in .:\iinncsota t hat night hundreds per­
ished as forest fi res swept oYer farms and villages 
across sc,·en coun ties. l\lore t han 100 died when 
llames overt ook a pa nic-stricken crowd of fl eeing 
people euught i.n a I raflic tangle on a narro w road 
oul of Kettle Hiver . ·]\[a ny resident s of :\I oost• La kc 
,·illagcsun·iw d by wading into the wat ers of :\luw.;c 
La ke . 

. \ monumPnt , ereclt•d ncar that spot, l l' lls t he 
story: ":\loose La ke Fire, on Ol'louer 12. I!II H, 
one of the scYcral terrific fi res which were burn ing 
simultaneously driven by a sixty-m ile win d, swt·pt 
the l\Ioose La ke region. Of the 435 persons burned 
to death in these fires, some 200 perished in and 
abo ut this town." 

2 
rl' ODAY an army of 50,000 professional fire control 
men, backed by a qua rter of a million woods-wise 
loggers with a mighty array of fi re-fighting ma­
e hines, .stands ready to defend America's fores ts. 
Widely ·J cployed over 573 million acres of woo<.l­
lan<.l , this force of forest protectors has watch a nd 

wa rd of tH:arlyone t hird of nil the lund in our count ry 
-a domai n as large as fourteen J\'ew E nglun<.ls. 

Fort y-five di visions of this urmy operate under 
sta t<• din·<· tion. Ot her di visions a re commanded 
by tt·n rt•giona I foresters of the Federal Forest 
~t·n· in·. :\I a ny more a rc organized by I urn ber und 
pa pl'r <·o rnpa nics, ind ustria I tree fa rms, an <.I asso('ia­
t ions o f wood Ia nd owners who make common cause 
agains t lin·. 

Likt· a ll modern armies, the cohort s of forest 
prot t•rt ion a rc mechanized. Their radar sncens 
:trc ·~000 mo unt ain watch posts or lookout t011 ers 
keeping ,·igi I above the t reetops. Precise instru­
ment s that record hour-to-hour changes lJl arr 
moisture and wa ter CQ.ntcnt of t wigs a nd under­
brush o r) the fo rest floor provide t he in t ell igent·c. 

For heavy a rtillery, this a rmy of woodland pro­
tectors relics upon t rucks equipped ·wi t h water 
tanks and power pumps a nd bulldozers capable of 
cutt ing wide swaths through brush or young forest. 
The jeeps or pickup t rucks rigged with water tan ks, 
pumps, a nd plows do t he lighter jobs. Lookouts, 
patrols, crew foremen, a nd rangers maintain com­
munication with radio. 

Aviat ors a nd pa rat roopers are part of the defense 
team, too. S ince World Wa r I , pla nes have been 
used to locate fi res in t he woods a nd give d ispatchers 
a bird's-cye \ iew oft he situation. Pla nes move men 
a nd su pplies to hot spots on t he forest front. In 
rugged , inac<·t·s~ib lc mount ain areas s killed smoke 
jumpc• rs parachut e in to halt fires while t lwy a rc s till 
small . 

For a d ose-up of rnodt·rn-day methods, d rop in 
wi th me to the Centra l Dispalt·hing OAirc of \l ike 
\Ycbstt•r, supcn ·isor of fo rest ry in my home state 
of Washi ngton. At four o"dock in the afternoon 
d uring one of late August's hot dry periods we find 
him planning the next day's stra tegy. lie is sur­
rounded by maps dotted wit h colored pins. 

Eal'h <·o lor denotes a forest fire " trenched in ," 
"proiJably I'OntroJied ," Or "on the loose and Ua n­
gno us." l'i11s with br ightly <·olon•tl flags rt'JII't•st•nL 
pump t r111· ks , lurlldul'.crs, and crews on the fin: lint•. 
.\ pilt· of r:uliogra ms ('a rrics tlw uay'l> intdligt•nc·c 
from c·:wh nf t lw t wt• n t~·- t wo dist ri<·t fon•st lin : 
11 a rdc•ns. l.i ke a nwt t·o rologi,.. t 's map, tlw:-.t• n·port s 
spot the s ta te with noon readings of at mospheric 
humidity, water content of forest fuels, wind di­
rcC' tion a nd velocit y. 

S tat c ~upcrvisor \Ychs ter st udies recommenda­
t ions of his district wardens crit ica lly, checking 
t hem against late weather reports and t he present 
fi re situation in each a rea. I n t he next room he 
exam ines a n up-to-the-minute weather map and 
discusses weather trends wit h the expert" who made 
it. 

U nder stale la w it is the supervisor 's resJ.>Onsibil­
it y to sh1it down logging camps whenever the forest. 
fi re lwzarJ· becomes nit iea l. Jt 's ~crio tL'> business, 
c \·en fo r a few hot summer days, to cul ofl' the 'nu rn-
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her one industry of the state, thereby dcn~·ing regu­
lar employment to thousands of lum berja<'ks. llow­
C\'Cr, if the hazard is great there can be no he~ it at ion. 

When a ll the reports are in and analyzed, the 
orders go out: .. S hut down l\[ason, Kitsap, Thurs­
ton, and Lewis counties fo r two days. Grays II arbor 
and Pacific G<?Unties will be on notice: if humidit y 
drop!>', shut them down. I)ut C lallam nnd J efferson 
eount ies on hoot owl shift (.5 A.t\L to noon) fort hrcc 
days. E verything else is clear. l>ist rirt wardens 
wi ll order immediate shutdowns if unpredi<·tcd 
hazards develop." 

ily seven o 'clock that c\·ening every lo~~cr in I he 
hazardous a reas of Washington has his or<h•rs and 
knows what he must do fort he over-all safl·ty of 1 he 
forests t hat provide his li\'clihood. 

Loggers play a vital ru le in forest dcf<·ns<'. The 
woods arc where they make thl'ir livin:.:. Fin• fight­
ing is a job they know well. They dt•t<·st it, but 
S<'a n ·cly a fire season passes in whi(' h l og).!<'r~ arc not 
ca lled into action against the t•ommon ent•m.'' ­
fire . They form I he auxiliary striking fo rl'c. by far 
the most powerful. The warden in char:.:<· !'an eall 
in as much power as he needs. The logg<'rs mo,·e in 
with their mighty bulldozers, huge water tankt•rs, 
portable pumps, and rugged, fire-trai1wd men. 1t 
is up to them to o\·erwhclm I he fire. 

This, in varyin~ pat tern from state to s tate, is 
modern organized fo rest pro tection. In one fo rm or 
another it is provided for 90 per cent of the fo rest 
land of the nation. Maintaining, training. and 
equipping this woodland prot ection force costs more 
than $55 million a year. Over two thirds of the 
money comes from state, county, and printtc 
sources. 

Tragic lessons learned in Muinc during 1947, when 
fire fighters and equipment could no t be sent across 
state lines, led to a new legislati,·e approach to the 
forest protection problem. And in 19-!9 Congress 
created the Northeastern Interstate F orest. l •'irc 
Protection Compact, authorizing any two or more 
of the New England states and New York to unit e 
for effective control of forest fires. The part i<'ipation 
of adjacent provinces in Canada is in , ·it eJ. .\11 
Se\·cn Kortheastern states have ra tified the cor;1pal'l .. 
A fire danger index has been devised to aid in de­
tPrmining when weather conditions require do~urc 
of forests. When occasion dcmamls, the <'nmmis­
sion's ~;ccretary acts as regional dispatl'lw r and 
mobilizer of men and equipment on critiral fire 
fronts. Of the many agreements bet wct•n stat es, 
this is the first designed to save fo res ts from fire . 
The Northeastern treaty, with its int ern ationa l 
scope, opens up new horizons of coiipt·r<~t ion in 
conservation. 

One of the most striking changc•s in rt'('t·nt y<·<~rs 
is the int ensity of protection planning and pn·p<~n·d­
ness on in dust ria l tree farms. SornP indusl rial fon•st 
tracts arc equipped with access roads and t<~nk 
trucks to the point where almost c \·cry squarL' rod 

of timber can be reached with a stream of water. 
With their own equipment and t rained fire fighters 
on the job, these organizations have whipped the 
normal fire hazard. 

Another change, equally important, results from 
a more careful scientific disposal of slash and forest 
leftovers. Pulp, fiberboard, soil conditioners, ct hyl 
alcohol, and e\·cn food fo r li vestock, a rc made from 
wood once left to burn or rot. Conversion of t hcse 
leftovers into commercial products crea tes extra 
dollars and frees the land of heaps of inflammuble 
mat erial on which forest fires have fed all the way 
from l\£a inc's Penobscot Jtiver to Puget Sound. 

Kotwit hstanding many advances on the pro­
tect ion front, thousands of woods fires every sum­
mer are still shameful e ,·idence of ou r incapacity as a 
people to li,·e with our fo rests. Old habits of woods 
burning die slowly and levy a terrible tribute upon 
the s truggling forest ry of the country. Fo ur and 
a quart er million acres of forest and range were 
burned in one of the Southern states last yea r. 
These were chief-ly fires set to impro \·e the forage 
and left to run at large. One of the lumber com­
panics in a nother state was so disheartened by the 
loss of pine pla ntations systematically carried on 
for several years that it has abandoned the effo rt to 
bring its lands back into productiveness. And out 
in the P acific Northwest a stubborn farmer ignored 
the state law which requires burning permits, mis­
read the weal her signs, a nd chose a day of falling 
humidit y and rising wind to clean up his back forty. 
1 I is fire destroyed 1.5,000 acres of fine young Douglas 
fir on his neighbor 's tree farm. 

T o the hazard of old customs and I radiI ions of 
firing the countryside is added the mou nting ha za rd 
of city fo lk who st ream out on the highways, plea~­
llre bent, and toss burning cigarettes a lon~ the 
roadside. This menace grows with every new mile of 
public road and every additional car turned o ff a n 
assembly line. I t steadily penetrates more deeply 
e ven into the most inaccessible fo rest areas of the 
l •'ar " ·est. Of what avail the skills of the forester, 
the carefully laid pla ns for sustained yield O\'Cr fu­
ture years. and t he promising research in fo rest 
gencties, when our effort to g row trees <'onstantly 
runs int o this inert barrier of public ignorant'<' and 
hccdlessnc~s? Three and one-half per cent of our 
annual tim bcr crop still goes up in smoke. The hun­
ocr consumed in this yearly sacrifice to Baal would 
build 125,000 new homes. 

The ba ttlc fo r the fores ts of America has become 
a major challenge to our national capacity. It is a. 
uatt lc in which public educa tion and coii peru t ion 
arc essential allies of the organized st'r\'i<'cs and 
t lwir mast er minds. Tlwre is no cfl\•<'t iw <'Ont ro l 
of forest fircs 1'.\Tl'pt at the grass roots of popu lar 
understanding and action. 

\Ye ea n make .\merica safe fo r tree farms only hy 
11111 king every citizen take pl'rsonal responsibilit y 
for keeping fire out of the woods. 
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PlJ.\.l:!NG S<,J UARE WITH ThE FISUAL l LL• UL1u1U1 S 
By: _w. B~ Greeley_ 

The most distressing duty which has fallen to my lot in the Service ha s been dealing 
with men, sometimes old associates on the trail, who have not played square w ith the 
fiscal regulations·: I do not mean grafters; to the honor of the Service, they have been 
few and wide apart·: I mean honest men, zealous men who ,QUt their names to v ouchers 
or certifications that are not true~ I call these men honest and zealous a dvisedly. -
Their false returns are not made for personal gain~ Almost invariably they seek by 
this means ,to accomplish some cherished plan for advancing the interests o f the 
Service in their charge, to put through some common sense bettermen t or economy on 
a National Forest, or to pay for something which the Government in all fairness 
should pay for but which the auditor cannot pass under its right name~ 

Two things hurt particularly in these cases~ The first is that the starting point i s 
often a desire to get results of benefit to the Service and the public. For years we 
have preached resourcefulness, initiative, that results are what count . The v ery zeal 
to get results that count has led some men to justify wrong ways of getting them , 
when square compliance with the fiscal rules stood in the way . The second sting 
in these cases is the plea that lots of other Service men are doing th e same s ort of 
thing·: Can it be that we have developed a hardened fiscal regulati.ons "consc ience ," 
like the old public land conscience, which leads men who never knowingly tell 
untruths in other affairs of life to sign their names on a c ertain lot of o ff ice forms to 
things that are not so? We call them 11 fiscal irregularities," but every one of t hem 
gets down in the end to a lie, a lie with a name written under it . 

I do not believe for a moment that this thing is common in the Service , but I do w ant 
to say, whether it hits many or few, that we must nail the lie in accounts with th e 
Government just as we would nail it in dealings with private citizens o We mu s t nail 
the fiscal lie, black, white or gray, a hundred dollars in a s upply voucher or thirty 
c ents padded in a subsistance account~ The standing of the Forest Servic e depends 
upon public confidence in our integrity, a nd integrity must be j ust as clean towurd 
the Government as toward the public whom we s erve ~ Bes ides, lies are lie s and 
Satan is the father of them all~ We can take no cha nces with the good name of the 
Forest S ervice~ Men who do not play square with the fiscal regulation s , however 
laudable or disinterested their motives, however fine their records in other 
respects, cannot be retained; 

The rules which govern us are not perfect by any means: They are not a lways fair 
to the employee: But the way to meet a bad rule is not t o f ind a devious a nd un­
truthful way around ito We will get it changed if we can; but if we cannot we mus t 
accept it with such cheer as we can muster as one of the rules of the game . 

It must be one of our traditions, a part of the fine honor of the Forest Servic e , to pluy 
square with the Fiscal Regulations: 

From "Service Bulletin, II u. s·: Forest Service , August 21 I 1922 --
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William Buckhout Greeley (1879-1955) 

Third Chief of the USDA Forest Service (1920-1928) 

Secretary-Manager of West Coast Lumbermen's Association (1928-1946) 

With the exception of Gifford Pinchot, no Chief of the Forest Service more 

effectively put his stamp on the agency than did William Greeley. In his 

ability to convey ideas forcefully and logically he was without peer. Born in 

Oswego, New York, September 6, 1879, the son of a minister, Greeley 

accompanied his parents to California in 1890. Eleven years later he 

graduated from the University of California with majors in English and 

history. His writing skills and ability to see forestry in its historical 

perspective were, in part, the result of trese early interests. Greeley 

briefly taught in the California public school system but yearned for work in 

the 'WOO<:is, which he had enjoyed as a young boy. Accepting the advice of 

Bernhard Fernow, former chief of the U.S. Division of Forestry, Greeley 

entered the Yale School of Forestry, receiving an M.F. in 1904 with the 

highest marks in his class and the unqualified recoiiiilendation of the school's 

director, Henry Graves. 

Thlat same year Greeley entered the Bureau of Forestry and in 1906 became 

Supervisor of the Sequoia National Forest in California. Two years later he 

became the first District (Regional) Forester in the Northern, Rocky Mountains, 

where he pioneered in forging cooperative fire-protection agreements with and 

among private timberland owners. In the late summer of 1910, terrible fires 

devastated the forests of the Northwest. 1his holocaust convinced him that 

fire protection was the essential first step in the successful practice of 

forestry, and that close cooperation with private timberland owners was 

e ssential. 



In 1911 Greeley was transfered to Washington, D.C., as chief of the Branch of 

Forest Management. In Some Public and Econanic Aspects of the Lumber Industry 

(1917) he contended that severe competition, overinvestment, and inappropriate 

tax laws were largely responsible for overcutting. Greeley 



William Bucl:hout Greeley - 2 

advocated Ferleral cooperation with the States and the timber industry in order 

to remedy these problems. Forcer Chief Gifford Pinchot had lost hope for 

self-regulation and strongly opposed this total reliance on conciliation, 

favoring instead Federal regulation of timber harvesting on private lands. 

For two years a fundamental clash over forest policy was delayed by \lorld Har 

I, in which Greeley served witl1 distinction as a lieutenant colonel in charge 

of 95 sawmills in France that provide(! lt.n:nber for the allied forces. 

In 1920 Greeley succeeded Henry Graves, thus becoming the second Ori.ef to have 

served in the ranks. I-e soon began to prepare f. is program of cooperative fire 

protection and reforestation with the States and the forest inrlustry. Pinchot 

and his allies countered \vith a plan, sponsored in C-engress by Senator Arthur 

Capper of Kansas, to impose Federal cutting regulations on private lands of 

the timber industry. After four years of vigorous debate among foresters and 

in Congress, Greeley prevailed when the Clarke-McNary Act which he inspired 

and largely wrote Has passed in 1924. He also promoted the passage of the 

McS\·Jeeney-HcNary Act, v.hich securely established tf..e Forest Service's research 

program, just before he resigned in ?.,..,ay 1928. 

!lis strong leadership and understanding of business resulted in many 

attractive job offers. He finally accepted the offer to become 

secretary-manager of the West Coast Lumbermen's Association in Seattle, an 

industry group fostering better forest practices. l~ held this position until 

his retirement to his tree farm on Puget Sound in 1946. He continued to 

participate in fore stry as chairman of the board of rlirectors of American 

Forest Products Industries, Inc., leading its successful national tree farm 



movement. During the Depression of the 1930 's Greeley was successful in 

encouraging sound forestry practices in the North Pacific Coast lumber 

industry. P.e was a member of and held positions in several forestry 

organizations. He wrote the books Forests and Men (1951) and Forest Policy 

(1953), as well as numerous scientific and popular articles, including one in 

Atlantic fvbnthly in 1954. 



William Buckhout Greeley - 3 

Greeley gave outstanding support to the Yale School of Forestry, first as an 

organizer of the school's graduate advisory board (1905) and a founder and 

first president of its alumni association, and later in planning and securing 

financing for its post-World War II development program. For the latter 

service he was honored posthumously in the naming of the William B. Greeley 

Memorial Laboratory. The university had previously (1955) awarded him its 

Yale Medal. 

Greeley also served the Society of American Foresters (SAF) in various 

capacities, including president (1915) and member of its governing council 

(1944-1949). 1-e was elected an SAF fellow in 1918 and in 1946 became the 

third ex-chief to receive its highest award, the Sir William Schlich Memorial 

Medal. He was awarded an honorary U..D. degree by the University of 

California and an honorary M.A. degree by Yale, both in 1927. He died on 

November 30, 1955, in his 77th year. His son, Arthur W. Greeley , also had a 

Forest Service career, serving as Assistant Chief, 1959-66, and Associate 

Ori.ef, 1966-71. 

References : George T. Morgan, Jr. , William B. Greeley: A Practical Forester 

(1961). Harold K. Steen, The U.S. Forest Service: A History (1976), pp. 

173-95. Henry Clepper, ed., Leaders in .American Conservation (1971), pp, 

173- 75 . 

--Dennis M. Roth 
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Wi lli am Buckhout Greeley: A Biographical Sketch 

by 

Dennis M. Roth 

No Chief Forester, with the except i on of Gifford Pinchot, more 

effectively put his stamp on the Forest Service than William Buckhout 

Greeley. In his ability to convey ideas styl i shly and logically he was 

wi thout peer in that group. 

Gree ley was born in upstate New York on September 6, 1879 . His family 

moved to California in 1890. Eleven years later William graduated from the 

University of California at Berkeley with majors in Eng l ish and history. 

His writing skills and abi li ty to see forestry in its historical 

perspective were, in part, the result of these early interests . Greeley 

briefly taught in the Californ ia public school system but yearned for work 

in the woods, which he had enjoyed so much as a young boy. Accepting the 
h 

advice of Bernard Fernow, former Head of the U.S.D.A. Division of Forestry, 
" 

he entered the Ya le School of Forestry, receiving an M.F. in 1904 with the 

highest marks in his c lass and the unqualified recommendation of Dean Henry 

Graves. 

That same year Greeley entered the Bureau of Forestry (re-named Forest 

Service in 1905) and in 1906 became Forest Supervisor of the Sequoia 

National Forest in his home State. Two years later he became the first 

Regional Forester in the Northern Rocky Mountain (Region)where he pioneered 

in forging cooperative fire protection agreements with and among private 

timber owners. In 1910 fires devastated his region and he became convinced 

that fire protection was the essentia l first step in the successful 

practice of forestry. 
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In 1911 Greeley was transferred to Washington, D.C ., as Chief of the 

Branch of Forest Management. In 1917 he authored Some Public and Economic 

Aspects of the Lumber Industry in which he argued that severe competition, 

over-investment, and inappropriate tax laws were largerl y responsible for 

forest overcutting. Greeley advocated Federal cooperation with the States 

and the timber industry in order to remedy these problems. Former Ch ief 

Gifford Pinchot strongly opposed this view, favoring instead Federal 

regulation of the timber industry. Thus the stage was set for a fundamental 

clash over forest policy, which was interrupted for two years by Wor ld War 

I in which Greeley served with distinction as a lieutenant colonel in 

charge of 95 sawmills in France that provided lumber for the allied forces. 

In 1920 Greeley succeeded Henry Graves to become the third Chief of the 

Forest Service and soon began to prepare his program of cooperative fire 

protection and reforestation with the States. Pinchot and his allies 

countered with a plan (the Capper Bill) to impose f ederal cutting 

regulations on the timber industry. After four years of vigorous debate 

among foresters and in Congress, Greeley prevailed when the Clarke-McNary 

Act was passed in 1924. During his tenure, he also promoted the passage of 

the McSweeney-McNary Act of 1928, which securely established the Forest 

Service•s research program. 

In May 1929 Greeley became secretary-manager of the West Coast 

Lumbermen•s Association in Seattle, a position he hel d until his retirement 

in 1946, although he continued to participate in forestry as Chairman of 
Industries, 

the Board of the American Forest Products/ Inc. During the Great 

Depression, Greeley was very successful in encouraging sound forestry 

practices in the North Pacific Coast lumber industry. He was a member of 

and held positions in several forestry organizations. He authored Forests 



•• 
and Men (195 1) and Forest Policy (1953), as we ll as numerous scientific and 

popular articles. He died on November 30, 1955 . 
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In Summary 

from a Forester's Point of J' iew l 
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PINCHOT., CARY., GREELEY 
ARCHITECTS OF Al\IERICAN FORESTRY ';L 
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By David T. 1\lason 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This eomment upon the papers of (l) i\1. !\chon McGeary on Gifford Pinehot, (2) Roy 
Rin~ ~-hite on Aw;tin Cary. and (3) George T. Morgan on 'William B. Grccle~·, " 'liS presented by Mr. i\laaon 
on April 20, 1961, at the 54th annual m eeting of the i\li!sis~ippi \'alley Historica l Association at Detroit, 
Michigan. l\lr, 1\lason is a coruulting forester in the firm of l\lason, Bruce, and Girard of Portland, Oregon. 

Your invitation, a great honor, to discuss Austin 
Cary, William Greeley and Gifford Pinchot came to 
me because I kne\\' these men, and as a forester worked 
with them. 1\Ie~srs. 1\IcGeary, Morgan and White 
have just presented their deeply interesting, excellent 
papers. which discu s so well from the historian's 
viewpoint the lives, characters and works of these 
f!rcnt foresters. I shall speak of these men from my 
personal angle as a fort' ter , familiar with the men, 
with t h<> ir work and with th is cent ury's vast !~· chang­
in!! conditions affcctini! American forestry. In the,e 
few momen ts I ca n touch upon only a few of the more 
important features of this great field. 

In 1 S!JG P inc.hot had alrcad;.· completed his four 
yenrs of work as a consulting forest er for the Bilt more 
and other proper tie ; he was t hen the key man in 
work l'ponsored b;.· the ~ational Academy of Sciences. 
whi ch produced a plan for and led to important le!!is­
lation basic to t he management of the nation's " public 
domain" forest s. In 1896 Cary \Yas already at work in 
th e forests of northern New England. devising simple. 
practical steps in forestry. In 1896 Greeley was enter­
ing the U niYersit;.· of California. In 1896 m:-· famil;.· 
bega n each :-·ea r to spend th e summer month s in a 
fore;;t of oak in central New Jersey; there I began to 
lin' . t o play, to learn and in a small way to work in 
th e forest. The risin~ tide of public discussion of t he 
nat ion's forest problem led by Pinchot impressed me 
• .-ith the need and opportunity for trained forest ers; it 
wa natural for me to attend Yale F orest School, es­
tablished hy the Pinchot famil;.' , beginning with the 
school summer camp of 1905 at Milford, Pennsyl­
van ia. on the property of the Pinchot family; here on 
the banks of the Sawkill, " Grey Towers," the French­
cha teau-t;.rpe summer horre of the family, was located. 
Here I first met Gifford ] :~chot and his parents. Nat-
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urally, I wrote to my home-town paper a glowing let­
ter describing the camp, Grey Towers, forestry and 
the great work of Pinchot in leading the forestry 
movement. I had become a follower of Pinchot in the 
forestry crusade. 

Loyal to Pinchot 
ln 1907 I en tered the Forest Sen ·ice and for eight 

year~ worked in the group of dedicated foresters-or­
ganized. train erl by and loyal to Pinchot- also loyal 
to t he ideal of e"tn l;lishin!! >'Ound forest m anngement. 
immPdintch · on t he nntion:\! forest . and as fnsl as 
po~sihle on. othcr f0rcst land- public nnd priva te-in 
the 'Cnited State>'. When. as th e outcome of the fa­
mous Pinchot-Bnll in~er controYer~~- . P inchot was di s­
chnr~ed from t he public sen·icc in l !JlO. mnn.'· of us 
fore!'a w ~mel wi-.hed for him a brilliant political future 
pr rh nps lf'ad ing to t he presidency. 

In ea rl.'· SeplPmher. Hll O. a Supervisor of the D eer­
lodge );ational Forc:; t in :'-fontana. l first met already 
legcndar.'' A11 ~tin Can ·. nnd had the privilef!e of in­
t.roduci!1~ him t o t he R ock.'· :\Iount ain forests. Durin J:! 
ou r two wC'ek<; to~eth er I W ll5 much im prC's:::ed h~· 
Car;.·'s men tnl conct'ntrntion on th e pract ical problem:; 
of the forest. nnd by h is a lmMt compl ete absent­
mindedness for the minor problem~ of tickets, train 
times. meals. lodgin!!. bag!f:J)!C. anrl spectacles. \fy 
dia r.'· for Octobl·r l. HllO. record .. '·Lunch and dinner 
with Austin Car;.•. whn offers to run me for State 
Forester of :Maine." In lnt cr .''Can: Ca r;.' and I were 
together from lime to tim e, but not agn in to lraYCl in 
the forest. 

I first met Greeley in th e Forc~t Service Wash ing­
ton office in 1908. I n D ecember of that .'·ear the 
national 'fore t western dist ricts were established . with 
Greeley in charge of about twenty-fi,·e national 
forests, averaging about a million acres each , located 



mainly in Montana and Idaho with headquarters in 
Missoula, Montana. The group of foresters under 
Greeley at Missoula included R{)bert Y. Stuart and 
Ferdinand A. Silcox, who in turn later succeeded 
Greeley as Chief of the Forest Sen ·ice. I n the :\Iis­
soula district for more than six ~·cars I pent much 
time with Greeley in the office, on field trips and in 
our homes. 

Working with Greeley 

Greeley's greatest problem in Missoula days was 
fire protection-truly a tremendous problem. Being 
a wise and practical man, he sought the cooperation 
of private owners of forest land intermingled with or 
adjoining national forest land. After months of pa­
tient, skillful, persistent, tolerant effort, Greeley suc­
ceeded in establishing cooperative fire protection; 
thus he experienced the procedure and efficacy of 
cooperation-a lesson to him of great future import­
ance. After :Missoula, Greeley and I worked together 
many times in many places-in the Forest Engineers 
in France, each as manager of adjoining lumbermen's 
associations, and as members of the group which com­
posed the Lumber Code of the i\TRA. 

The work of Cary, Greeley and Pinchot should be 
considered against the economic backgrqund of for­
ests, forest industry and forestry during the period in 
which they worked. Forestry practice in west ern 
Europe came into being in response to economic need . 
In America, although Benjamin Frankljn and others 
later pointed out local shortages of wood. the expan­
sion of our great transportat ion sy!'t em made possibl e 
from time to time the migration of the main center of 
lumber production from -~n e to anoth er main sourcP 
of timber; this maintained for consumers at relatiYel:-· 
low cost a suppl ~· of forest products: this also main­
tained at relatiYely low lenl the Yal ue of stand inf! 
timber because its suppl~- available for annual cut­
ting exceeded demand. H oweYer. followin!! '\\'orld 
w ; r II the volum e of standing timher a,·ailablc for 
annual cuttinjr no longer exceeded tbe market de­
mand for lum ber: this cond ition strongly increased 
th e ndue of standing timber. Low ...-a.Jues of stand­
ing trees prior to 1945 ~a...-e bu t little economic in­
centive to the practice of forestr~' : since 1945 relatin­
l~r hi!!h values of standing trees have created far more 
effective incenliYe so that there ha s occurred a grea t 
expansion in area and intensit~r of forestry practice. 

The Great Project 

Pinchot earl~' recognized that to provide for Ameri­
ca's future timber suppl~·. it was essential to maintain 
forest productivity. He set out to bring this aboul. 
To carry out this great project, it was necessar~r to 
awaken and educate th e American people to the need 
for action; it was necessary to create a group of men 
t rained in forestr? to act as technicians in carrying 
out forestry procedures: it was necessary to get forest 
land owners, public and private. to undertake forestry 
practice on their land. 

As a crusader, powerfully supported by his friend 
Theodore Roosevelt, Pinchot did awaken the Ameri­
can people; but in doing so he antagonized many pri­
vate iorest owners by attacking them as "forest dev­
astators." 

P inchol did create a group of men trained iu for-' 
estry by establishing Yale Forest School and by en­
couraging other such schools. Still more important, he 
made the Forest Service an outstanding government 
bureau in the character and esprit de corps of its per­
sonnel, and the dedication of its men to the field of 
forestry. 

In bringing forest land owners to the practice of 
forestry on the soil, Pinchot greatly expanded-to a 
total of about 150 million acres-the area of public 
timberland in national forests. Although this was im­
portant for distant years of strong demand for na­
tional forest timber, it brought relatively little early 
opportunity to direct cutting practices along forestry 
lines. This did, however, place a great volume of tim­
ber under the slow cutting restraint of sustained yield 
forest management, so that at the end of the Second 
World War this restrained cutting of national forest 
and other public timber together with the same vol­
untary restrain t on the cutting of important volumes 
of private timber broup;ht an era of much higher value 
for standing timber ; this created the far stronger in­
centive for intensive forestry practice on both public 
a ncl priYate forest land. 

Fire, Taxes, Timber Value 

During the first quarlPr of this centur~·. with gener­
all~· inadequate p rotection from fire and from ad Ya­
lorem taxes, and with lo"· stand ing timber Yalues, the 
ow11 er of p rivat e forest land. where most of the cut­
t ing was taking place, were slow in adopting forestry 
pract ices. I ndeed, the great majori t~- were so slow 
thal impatient . intolerant Pi nchot sought federal leg­
isla tion to compel fore try practice on private land. 

In the course of Pinchot 's "awakening" crusade, 
there was much reference not only t o "forest devas­
tation" but also to " timber monopol~· · · and to the 
' 'lum ber trust.'' Greeley, Cary and others working at 
lhe economic grass-roots in this field , became con­
,·inced t ba t such ideas were Yastly ex a r1gerated. Soon 
after Greeley was promoted from the :\lissoula to the 
'Yashi nrrt on office, he was authorized b.'· Chief Fores­
ter Henry Graves t o undertake a comprehensive, na­
tion-wide study in th is fi eld. Austin Ca ry worked on 
this stud-"· in the D ouglas fir region of western Oregon 
and ''estern Washington. I worked on it in the ad­
joining :i\Iissoul a rcgi;n . Some other parts of the coun­
try al ~o were coYercd in detail. The ·everal reports 
with Greeley's summary completed just before the 
F irst World War exploded the m~·th of the "lumber 
tru st." b~· showing tha t the man~r thousand mills of 
th e lumber industry are about as highly competitive 
as farmers. 

Following the First World War Pinchot with many 
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..forester followers sought federal legislation to compel 
the practice of forestry in the cutting of timber on pri­
vate forest land. Greeley, also with a large forester 
following, sought legislation which through coopera­
tion between public and private interests would cre11te 
an economic climate faYorable for t he practice of for­
estry on private lands. This great fore try cont rover ·y 
reached its crisis on .March 28 and 29, 19x-!, with the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry con­
sidering the Capper Bill backed by Pinchot and the 
Clarke-McNary Bill backed by Greeley. On the 24th 
Greeley's statement was interrupted graciously to 
make way for Pinchot, then Go,·ernor of Penns~·I­
vania, who spoke to the effect that " lumbermen will 
never practice forestry unless compelled to do so." 
Following Pinchot, Greeley went on with his state­
ment to the committee and completed it the next day, 
pointing out the advantages of the cooperati,·e ap­
proach to the problem. I was present throughout this 
debate. This battle was Gettysburg for this phase of 
forestry; the Capper Bill failed, and Clarke-Mcl'\ary 
was enacted. Although Greeley afterward as Chief 
Forester and as manager of the ·west Coast Lumber­
men's Association took man~· important steps in the 
promotion of forestry on public and private land, his 
greatest service to forestry was, I believe, in. securing 
the 1924 legislation with its cooperative approach. 

Cary was but little in th e public eye; he was an in­
di,·idualist- gruff but kindly; he was a " tree roots" 
forester, with great experience in the woods, with his 
feet planted on solid economic ground; he worked 
be t. n1 an to ma n. convin cing private forest lanJ own­
cr.; lhat simple forcst r.'· mea urc5 appropriate for the 
day of lo"· value lim ber would increase the Yalucs of 
their propertie . In thi fa shion he met and persuaded 
innumerable forest land owners-big and little-in 
th e South. H e so earned the title ''Father of Forestry 
in the Southern States." 

Car~·. Greeley and Pinchot-each a truly great 
Amcricnn forester. Pinchot before 1910 was the great 
leader, towering far abo,·e all others. who awakened 
the American people, who established the profession 
of forestry. who expanded and placed the national 
forests under management, who created the Forest 
Service. Greeley from 1909 until his death in 1955 in 
innumerable wa~·s, especially through promoting co­
operation, extended eYer wider and more intensive 
the practice of forestry on public and private land. 
Car~· from 1895 in northern New England until his 
death in Florida in 1936 worked mostly at the "tree 
root " successfull~· securing the practice of forestry 
on th e l:tnd especiall~· in the South. These three men 
laid firm. solid foundntions for the future practice of 
forestry in the United States. 

FIRST GREELEY BIOGRAPHY PUBLISHED 
tor,\· for hi;; master's e ~ay, \Yil­
liam B. Greeley; A Pract ical 
Fore ter. Foresters and busine-.s 
leader who read the ma nu cript 
acclaimed it. too. ~ow it ap­
pears a · a book p ublished in 
.June h~· th e Forest H i,tory So­
cict~·. Copies arc being sold b~· 
the Society at 82 .95. with a dis­
count of '25 percent to member;;. 

prepara tion for a career as a 
tc·acher of Am eri can hi -tory. Jt 
i ~ Tom's hope and that of the 
:;ocict~· t!tat he ma~· continue lo 
do resea rch and writine: in the 
fore. t hi-tory field . With that in 
mind the ociet~· is seeking to 
obtain spon orship of a special 
l·e·ea rch project which will pro­
duce a histor~· of the coopera­
li,·c effor t l o deal with forest 
fire in the Pacific Northwest. 
Tho c who may be interested in 
s upportin ~ thi s research are 
a ked to write Elwood R . :\laun­
der, Forest History Societ;y, 
2i06 ·w. Seventh Blwl.. St. 
P aul 16, ::\Jinne;;ota. A delniled 
out line of the project will be 
mailed on request. Contribu­
tions are tax deductible and 

CSJ 

Last year George T. :Morgan . 
Jr., won the :Marion F . :McClain 
Award in Pacific Korlhwest His-

Bound in hard CO\'ers. t he 
book conta ins an introduction 
by t he long- time fri ~nd of Colo­
nel Greclc~·. DaYid T. l\Ia <;on of 
Por tland, Oregon. It i!" ill u trat­
ed and hn;; both a bibl iograph~· 

and index. 
During the las t 14 months 

Tom :!\forgan has serYcd as re­
search as~ocia te on the stuff of 
the Forest Ri ;:tory Societ~· in 
St. Paul. He returns now lo th e 
Uninrsit~- of Oregon to conclude 

hould be made out t o Forest 
His tor~· Societ~·. Research Fund. 
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THE RELATION OF GEOGRAPHY TO TIMBER SUPPLY 

W. B. Greeley, Chief 

U. S. Forest Service 

EVER since Hiram, King of Tyre, 
shipped rafts of fir and cedar down 
the Mediterranean Coast to trade 

with the Jews of Solomon's day, timber 
has been an important factor in the 
commerce of the nations. Among the 

. first exports from the American colonies 
to the mother country were clapboards 
split from the oak of Virginia, ship masts 
cut from the pine forests of New Eng­
land, and pitch extracted from the piney 
woods of the South Atlantic. The prog­
ress of civilization has been called a 
stn1ggle between human wants and 
natural resources. And no part of this 
age-long contest has been more clear 
t:ut than the effort of mankind to supply 
its need for wood. 

~lost of the industrially aggressive 
nations have lived in forested regions, 
anrl most of them have been liberal users 
n( timber. The course of these nations 
in !-atisfying their requirements for forest-
11rr1wn materials has usually run through 
tim'<' different stages. At first they have 
' 1H freely from their own virgin forests 
"'~ lt •ng as the supply lasted. Then they 
hot\'{· cast about for what they might 
1Mrtt·r from their neighbors. And finally 
llu:r .have SCilled down to the systematic 
"n'"''"K of wood on all the land that 
~~111 111 tw; spared for the purpose, still 
ndmg 1t necessary or convenient in 

en,.my.cascs to import a substantial part 
I • th(' ' tr natiOnal requirements from other 
"••un:= whose virgin forests have not 
;~, me depleted or whose timber 

u~ produces an exportable surplus. 

Man-grown timber, however, is costly, 
while timber stored up in nature's un­
drained warehouses is cheap. The source 
of supply is thus largely governed by the 
cost of growing timber at home as com­
pared with the cost of hauling it from the 
nearest virgin forests still available for 
exploitation. In the long run, forestry 
is pitted against transportation. 

The United States is still in the first 
of these three stages. By far the greater 
part of the wood we use is still obtained 
from our own virgin forests. But the 
end of this supply is plainly in sight. The 
necessity is at hand of finding a new 
source of wood, either in timber culture 
on our own soil or in the forests of other 
countries. The consumption of timber 
in this country is so enormous that the 
problem assumes staggering proportions. 
We use annually about 12 billion cubic 
feet of saw-log timber, or nearly half of 
the quantity consumed in the entire 
world. Our use of all forest products, 
including pulpwood, railroad ties, mine 
timbers, and fuel wood, aggregates 22! 

billion cubic feet, or about two-fifths of 
the yearly consumption in the entire 
world. 

Other countries which have likewise 
exhausted their virgin forests have found 
new sources of wood either in the prac­
tice of forestry or through imports from 
their neighbors or by combining both of 
these methods, without sudden indus­
trial upheavals or serious timber famines. 
Their consumption of forest products has 
been relatively small; the change was 
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gradual and usually involved no great 
difficulty. The enormous use of wood 
in the United States, however, and its 
intimate relation to national living stand­
ards, manufactures, a nd basic industries 
like agriculture, mining, and t ranspor­
tation, make our problem fa r more 
serious. \\'e must find, almost over­
night, a fresh source of raw material 
sufficient to supply 6o or 70 million tons 
of forest products annually. Instead of 
a gradual industrial evolution, the cha nge 
is coming with the suddenness of an 
economic crisis (Fig. I). 

The forest history of the United States 
strikingly illustrates the relation of 
geography to timber supply. To the 
colonists and explorers of t he seventeenth 
century, America appeared a vast, un­
broken forest. Even after geographers 
had mapped the fuJI extent of the prai­
ries and western deserts, they found that 

I 
nearly half of her total land a rea, or more 
than 820 million aqes, was originally in 
,!Qre..s!_ (Fig. 2). Although the export of 
timber products began in the early days 
of the Atlant ic colonies, for several gener­
ations the forest represented a barrier to 
settlement and migration rather than an 
economic resource . Nothing could have 
appeared more remote than a shortage of 
timber. About 200 million acres of our 

\ original forest area have been cl.;ared for 
\ ~ltivation and settlement, and the 

stumpage removed from three-fourths of 
this land was destroyed for lack of a 
market. 

When the manufacture of lumber at 
little sawmills, run by water power, be­
came a fairly established industry, there 
was no lack of the finest raw material at 
their very doors. Lumber was moved 
but very short distances and its cost was 
exceedingly low. In 1736 pine lumber 
prices in New England were commonly 
a round $5.00 per thousand board feet. 
Between 1799 a nd 1834 pine lumber cu t 
on the Kennebec River in M ainc was 
sold on t he Boston market for from $10 
to $ 14 per thousand board fee t. Slowly, 
very slowly, the frontier of virgin forest 
began to move back from the ccnlt'rs of 

population, a nd, as the sawmill followed 
its retreat, the element of transportation 
ent ered into t he cost of forest products. 

U p to the time of the Civil War, short 
and cheap lumber hauls, almost wholly 
by water, characterized our timber 
traffic. Lumber or logs moved down the 
Atlantic Coast from Maine to Boston, 
about 225 miles, from the upper Hudson 
to New York, not over 200 miles, and 
from the shores of the (~reat Lakes into 
Buffalo and C hicago. The rafting of the 
Pennsylvania rivers rarely covered more 
t ha n 4 00 miles; a nd the lmlk of the 
produc ts of ''Penn's \Voocls" moved 
much shorte r distances, as from Williams­
port to Philadel phia. One or two or 
t hree dollars at the most paid the freight 
bill on a thousand feet, and the con­
sumer's price was correspondin gly low. 
Even up to 1902 , the short local ship­
ments from the Lake region held cargo 
prices on whi te pine boards at Chicago 
down to $16 per thousand feet or less. 

The change came with the railroad 
building and industria l expansion that 
foJlowed the Civil War. Lumber manu­
facture ceased to be a viiiage industry. 
I t caught the spirit of" big business" and 
rapidly forged into the lead with large 
organizations, tremendous capitaliza­
tion, and the efficient tools of quantity 
production. I t reached out with un­
equaled driving power in manufacture 
and mercha ndizing. It t aught the 
American people to usc wood in pro­
digious and unheard-of quantities. In 
1840 the per capita consumption of 
lumber probably did not exceed IOO 
board feet. By 1906 it had become 516 
board feet. Behind the sawmills came 
the paper mills, using more and more 
wood until it now forms 90 per cent of 
their raw materia l. Through their ener­
getic a t tack upon the forests another 
great nat ional appetite for wood has been 
created. The per capita consumption 
of paper has increased five-fold since 
184 0 . Then came the Yencer plants, the 
distillation plants, the vehicle and agri­
cultttral imple ment factories, the makers 
of railroad tics and telegraph poles, and 
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a hundrc'(l industrial development s with 
dr,.ir Krt·at•·r or lesser demands for tim-
1.-r.r . The exploitation of virgin forests 
IIA~ Lc.-.·n a fnr•·mn .. t •·nnt rih11tnr tt• tht> 

It was inevitable that our timber re­
sources should shrink rapidly before this 
terrific onslaught. The story is told in 
the mans showin~or the approximate ex-
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ARE:A Of fOREST 

FIGURE 2.-When the early colonists settled a long the Atlantic Coast nea rly all the country east of 
the Mississippi River, and much land to the westward, notably in Arkansas, Louisiana, T exas, and the 

·Pacific Northwest, was covered with a vast virgin forest,- about 820 million acres in all. (Map from 
U. S. Forest Service.) -

AREA FOREST 

Each do~ ~pres~nt.s 
zs,ooo ac.rvw 

FIGURE 3.- Even in 1850 much of the forest in the eastern United States was still in a virgin con­
dition, and the forests in the Rocky Mountain and Pacific states hac! scarcely been touched by man. 
The map was based on estimates by states and the dots are not a ll correct ly located. Northwestern 
instead of south central Ohio should be densest, as the lllack Swamp was almost a solid forest in 1850. 
Northern Indiana should likewise show a denser distribution of virgin forest, and in southern Indiana, 
where eettlemcnt first occurred, the dotting should be thinner. (Map from U. S. Fon~st Service.) 
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AREA FOREST 

Each dat rt!prttsttnf$ 
25. ooo acre' 

FtGIJRE 4.-By 1920 the area of virgin tirn12er in the United States had been reduced to about~ 
million acres, of wh1ch more than ha iC was in the Rocky Mountain and Pacific Coast states. Culled 
and second growth trees of sufficient size for lumber covered about 114 million acres more, and 
there were about 136 million acres of forest having small young growth or trees of cord-wood size. 
In the United States in 1920 the amount of virgin timber has been estimated at 1,600 billion board 
led, and the culled and second growth stands at 6oo bill ion feet , a total of 2,200 billion feet, as com· 
pared with probably 5,200 billion feet originally. Over half of this remaining saw timber is in the 
l'acitic Coast states. (Map from U. S. Forest Service.) 

J.W years of settlement and industrial 
l·xpansion made relatively slight inroads. 
In the last 70 years the depletion of our 
timber supply has gone on apace. And 
as the virgin forests disappeared, the 
rdation of geography to t imber supply 
h.tl'. lx·c:nme more a nd more pronounced. 
It is summed up in the cost of transpor-
1.\t ion from the s tanding tree to the user 
<•f it~ products. From the economic 
'ic·wpoint, our forest history is a record 
"( widt>ning gaps het ween the consumer 
pf lumlw:r or paper and the source of !1is 
-uwty (Fi).!'. s). 

1
, :'~ lon~ .as Maine, New York, and 
l ll tl!>yh·anta w~re 1 he foremost lumber· 

l>rtwhwing states, lumber was cheap in 
tht· "r•··lt . k f I . ." · 111-tr ·c ts o t 1e country, pn-
l :hlnly bcrausl· the hau ls were short and 
1.. 1 ~1'l y hy wat er. \\' h<•n the center of 
~""'"T .manufacture moved to the Lake 

tt.tlt·~> 111 tht! !lo \ ami IJO 's, the <•ra of 
1 ll' lwlx r ·tr . I 1 • L 

-· ciS a um >cr earner :>egan. 

Freight rates were long tempered by 
water transportation on the Lakes, 
through the Erie Canal, and down the 
Mississippi; but at tha t it cost $6 or fq 
per thousand feet to ship lumber a 
thousand miles from Saginaw to New 
York, by water, or treble the old rate on 
Hudson River pine. As s teadily as the 
more accessible virgin forests went 
through the hopper, the railroads gained 
ascendancy in lumber traffic , the hauls 
lcn~thened, and average retail prices 
rose from one level to another. 

During and following the 9o's, the 
pineries of the Lake States rapidly ap· 
proached exhaustion and the center of 
the national supply of softwood lmnher 
s hifted to the South . Rail shipment s in 
excess uf 750 miles and freight bills of $8 
or ' 'o or more per thousand board feet 
hecame conlmon. As southern pine 
gradually secured control of the Chicago 
market, lumhcr prices advanced to 75 
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- CXCCSS or CONSUMPTION 
Ollt:fl PRODUCT10N 

fml SURPLUS Or PRODUCTION 
O~fl CONSUMPTION 

FIGURE s.-Our greatest indust rial and food producing regions- the area north and east of the heavy 
line--cut only :1~ per cent of the lumber they usc, and must ship in 77 per cent, chiefly from t he South 
and fa r West. (Map from U.S. Forest Service 1922 yea rbook, U.S. Ucpt. of Agric ulture.) 

or 100 per cent beyond the old rates 
fixed by water transportation from 
Michigan or Wisconsin mills. Southern · 
lumber moved 1,100 miles to Pittsburgh 
and 1,500 miles to Boston , at freight 
rates which, since the World War, have 
ranged from $ 12.50 to $ 15 per thousand 
feet. Retail prices necessaril y climbed 
to a higher level, but only as a stepping 
stone to what has followed as the last 
chapter in the exploitation of our virgin 
forests is being written . 

The Yirgin pineries of the south 
covered I 30 million acres a nd contained 
probably Gso billion board feet of saw 
t i111ber (Fig. 6). They formed one of the 
richest reservoirs of softwoods on the 
earth's surface, ami for the past thirt y 
years they hnYe, been the mainstay of the 
eastern and central lumber markets of 
the United States. But t he process of 
timbe r depletion is running its course in 
the south as it has previously been run 
in the Lakt· Sta tes and the Alleghenies . 
The production of southern pine lumber 
passed its peak in 19 10, a nd the last 
great migration of American sawmills is 
under \vay- across the Grea t Plains to 
the virgin forests of t he Pacific Coast. 
In 1920 over 6oo million board feel of 

western lumber was shipped to New 
England and over 1 ,200 million feet was 
marketed in Ill inois, Michigan , Wiscon­
sin, and Minnesota . In 1923, 34 per 
cen t of our ent ire lumber c ut was manu­
factured on the Pacific Coast as com­
pared wi th 36 per cent in t he southern 
s tates (Fig. 7). Western lumber is now 
moving in a steadily in<.reasing volume 
2,000 or 2 ,300 miles by rail to the Middle 
\Vest at a freight cost of $ 17 or $18 per 
thousand board feet, and 7 ,ooo miles by 
sea and the Panama Cana l to northern 
At lantic ports a t a charter rate of $ 14 or 
$ 15 per thousand feet. Lumber manu­
factured on Puget Sound is now, indeed, 
moved by steamer to Chesapeake Bay 
a nd reshipped inland, past the old saw­
mill towns of the Alleghenies, as far as 
Pitt sburgh a nd Cincinna ti. 

Every year the cost of transporta tion 
ent ers more largely into the lumber bills 
paid by the American home builder or 
the American factory (Fig. 7). Two­
thirds of the lumber wl1ich we use is 
consumed in the Central and Eastern 
States. The lumber traftic in 1920 ex­
ceeded 1 ,66o,ooo carloads a nd cost, in 
freight and charters, over $250,000,000. 

T he a \·erage carload was hauled 485 
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.~ ; · · · ~ I-! 6. - :\ pino· {on~st in southern ( ;l'Ofl!:i:t . Thcs!' southern pine forests h:l\'C providccl most or 
,,~~',,"'r 11~cl1n the North. dnr.inK. rc~:cnt years, but. the su~ply is now ~pproaching e~haustion. 

. orn · ntural Vc~ctat1on Scctwn, Atlas of Amen can Agnculture, U. S. Dept. of Agnculture.) 

~niiN. Bt•l wt.-en 1~14 a nd 1920, the 
'""""' a<~e r· ' I h 1 · "' .u au on lumber was length-
Nle'll h)· more 1 han 30 per cent, and the 

total yearly freight paid on lumber ship­
ments advanced $100,000,000. 

These mounting costs for transporta-
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HAUL FROM MAIN LUMBER PRODUCING REGIONS 
TO MAIN CONSUMING REGION 

THIS RCGION 
CONSUM£:0 %% 
OF OUR LUt.1B£:R 

IN 1923 

f

FROM PORTLAND ORE. TO CHICAGO ........... J$20.16 PER M 
FREIGHT " " " TO NEW YORK ..•.•...• $25.20 

RATES FROM HATTIESBURG MISS. TO CHICAG0 ..•.•. $12.54 
.. .. TO NEW YORK._.$15.51 

FIGURE 7.- The northeastern quarter of the United States consumes nearly one-half lhc lumber 
produced in the United States. More a nd more of this lumber must come across the continent from 
the Pacific Coast, or else by the Panama Canal. The cost of freight is $12 to $25 per thousand feet, 
and the cost to the consumer is increased much more than this by distributors' costs and profits. (Map 
adapted from 1922 Yearbook, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture.) 

tion underlie the rise in lumber prices. 
Costs and profits in retail distribution 
tend to pyramid upon every increase in 
freight. And as the sawmills become 
more largely concentrated in distant and 
restricted regions, the competitive move­
ment of lumber into consuming markets 
is curtailed. Retail prices seldom fail to 
advance in response to such opportuni­
ties. The story of lumber prices in a 
group of Minnesota towns is illuminating. 
In 1905, 91 per cent of their supply came 
from the Lake States. The average 
freight cost was $3.25 per thousand feet 
and the average selling price was $26.oo. 
In 1921 , over 92 per cent of the lumber 
handled in these towns came from the 
Pacific Coas t. The average freight bill 
was $18.12 per t housand feet and the 
average selling price $53.58. Transpor­
tation cost had increased from 1 2t per 
cent to 34 per cent of the retail price, but 

the actual cost to the consumer, it will 
be noted, had more than doubled . 

In fact, the prices paid by the average 
user of every day construction lumber 
the country over have more than doubled 
within the last twelve years. The very 
freight paid on lumber is now often more 
than its delivered price thirty years ago. 
Hence it is not difficult to understand 
why lumber prices have advanced, dur­
ing the last eighty years, three and a 
half times as rapidly as the index price 
based upon all staple commodities. It 
took $510 in 1921 to buy as much lumber 
- and poorer lumber at that- as $roo 
bought in 1840. 

The story of the American paper in­
dustry is somewhat different but reflects 
no less clearly the extent to which our 
virgin forests have been depleted. Pa­
per manufacture requires exceptionally 
heavy plant investments. Hence it has 

I 

<j 

\ 
' 

-~-

--,--1 
i 
\ 

LC GCNO 
Q P.4P(" MILLS 
e W OOOPULP AND 
a ~Ill(" PULP ANI 

~viAilOL APPLII 
"""'<A6 t:O AS 01 

FlliURB 8.- 0 • 
~ ma ll~eeond gr01 
mills have not fc 
consequence, the 
pi~. (Map fror 

not followed 
virgin forests t 
have the sa"\1 
largely concen 
states (Fig. s: 
raw material ; 
has been wholl 
creasing consu 
eight million 
States in 1922, 
cign countries 
manufactured 
Thirty-seven p 
Canada alone, 
cords of raw p 
pulpwood delh 
much of whicl 
distances, has 
more rapidly 1 

In satisfying it 
forest producl 
States has air 
sources of her 
has been drive 
wood markets • 



\ 
:; REGION 
iUME:D 45% 
JR LUMBER 
Nl923 

PER M 

I " 

,.half the lumber 
te continent from 
~er thousand feet, 
1d profits. (Map 

nsumer, it will 
doubled. 
by the average 
ruction lumber 
re than doubled 
:ars. The very 
now often more 
hirty years ago. 
: to understand 
advanced, dur­

rs, three and a 
the index price 

:ommodities. It 
· as much lumber 
it that- as $100 

1erican paper in­
erent but reflects 
~nt to which our 
:n depleted. Pa­
.res exceptionally 
ts. Hence it haf; 

,, 

I 

j. 
.. 

TilE RELATI0:-1" OF GEOGRAPHY TO TIMBER SUPPLY 9 

PAPER AND PULP MILLS Or THE UNITED STATES. 1922 

L(G[NO 

0 PAP(R MILLS 
• W OODPULP AND PAPER M iLLS 
• r 1BCR PULP AND PAP[.f' MILLS 

!;YMBOL APPLIES TO ON£. OR MOR£. MILLS 
MANAGED A S ON£. E.STA8LI 5 HME.NT 

~H .. [.S soo 

FHa; ag B.- Owing in part to the great expense of installing a plant, in part to the ability to utilize 
•n~.tll second growth timber, and in part to the preference for certain coniferous woods, paper and pulp 
nulls have not followed the lumberman into the South and far West to any notable extent. As a 
C•JU!~equence, these mills are compelled to depend upon Canada for a substantial part of their sup­
l•li" . (Map from U.S. Forest Service.) 

not followed the retreating frontier of 
\"irgin forests to nearly the same extent as 
have the sawmills, but has remained 
largely concentrated in the northeastern 
at:llcs (Fig. 8). As a consequence, the 
raw material available on American soil 
h.1s lw:t~n wholly unable to sustain our in­
c rt·;~.~-in~ consumption of paper. Of the 
•·is.:ht million tons used in the United 
~.tatt·s in 1922, 53 per cent came from for­
,.,~n r•nmtries in the form of pulpwood, 
lll.l_nufaf"tured pulp, or finished paper. 
1_1mt y-~l·vrn per cent was imported from 
' ·•n:Hh alone, including over one million 
r"nis of raw pulpwood. The cost of the 
llllll'wr)(>d delivered at American plants, 
1~ 11 < ·h qf which is now hauled excessive 

•hU:ttln·s, has prohably increased even 
m~•rc: ~apidly than the price of lumber. 
1" t~.ltlsfying its needs for this important 
f•rrrl) ! product, therefore, the United 
~t•ttf'"!' ha!'l already outstripped the re-
.,,~~r~" of h · · fru l · .cr own vtrgm forests. She 

1('('-n dnven to the paper and pulp­
,u,.-.t markets of the world. 

The stern facts of geography have 
largely controlled these past develop­
ments in our forest industries and in the 
cost of their wares to the American con­
sumer. The true measure of timber 
supply is not quantity but availability. 
Sixty per cent of a ll the wood that is left 
in the United States and 75 per cent of its 
virgin timber lie west of the Great Plains, 
whereas two-thirds of the population and 
an even la rger proportion of our agricul­
ture and manufactures are east of the 
Great Plains. The forests bordering the 
Pacific Coast contain over a trillion board 
feet of virgin stumpage (Fig. 9). At the 
most, they will not supply our present 
consumption very long: but a lready the 
unbalanced geographical distribution of 
this resource is creating well-nigh famine 
prices in the parts of the United States 
where forest products are used in the 
largest quantities. Dependence upon 
the softwood forests of Siberia as the 
principal source of supply would differ 
from our present situation only in degree . 

. ,,, 
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And a!\ geography con t rols the cost of 
the products of virRi n fore~ t s when they 
reach tlw ultimate cons umer in Massa­
chusetts, Ill inois, or Fluric!a, so will geog­
raphy control the subs titution of o tht'r 
sources of timber supply . Most of the 

FJG UIU: 9.- A virgin forest in th<' P acif1c North ­
west. These coniferous forests now constitute o ur 
last great ti mber resource . ( l'hoto from U. S. 
Forest Service.) 

o ther coun t ries have progressed from o ne 
s tage to another in their source of wood 
more or less as single geographical units. 
In the United States the distances a re so 
great a nd the local cond itions so diverse 
t ha t this t ransition is bo und, for some 
time to co me, to be regiona l r a ther t han 
national. Vve have a lready seen that, 
owing to the concentra tion of the pa per 
indu~try in t he northeastern s tates, mo re 
than ha lf of our consu mption of w ood fi ­
ber products is now drawn from fore ig n 
sources. And by the sa me to ken, the 
<·xigencit's of t he po rtions <•f the country 
fa nlwst removed fro m t he dwindling 
fro nti(• r o f virgi n forests are driving t hem 
to a new source of woud, namc·ly the 
timber c ro p . 

Forestry is the economic competi tor of 
trans port at io n . As lo ng as cheap vi rgin 
stu mpage• avai lable a t no great distance 
d cll ninatcd o ur lumbc•r and pa per mar­
ket s . t here was no place in the economic 
sd1e mt· of things for syste ma t ic timl lt!r 
g-rowinJ:;. But once the C<Jsl of trans­
porting forl's l p rod ll<'l s from I he ncan ·!.l 

, ·irgin sources exceeds t hC' rost o f g-rowing 
t lwm at home, tim lll'r culture not o nl y 
hl·t·nnws t·conn mi cally fl ·asiiJil· hu t sooner 
m la tl'r is itnpl'llcd b y pun·ly rommen:ial 
forces. This is j us t what is ta king place 
today. to a li mited degn·c, in New Eng­
land, 'cw \'u rk, Pcnnsy l v~lll ia, and New 
.Je r:,l'y: and, to a st illmo re li m ited degree , 
in t he Sout h . Second growth white pi ne 
in New Engla nd , 30 o r 40 years old, is 
wort h from $10 to $ 18 per t housa nd 
hoard feet !"tanding in the woods (Fig. 10). 
~econd growth sou t hcrn p ine of the sa me 
age brings fro m $8 to $\ 12 on the stump. 
With such re turns before them and with 

F11 ; UH E 10 .-·A sc·c·ond growth pint• s tand in 
1'\cw Eng land. Surh fore~ts, many of which ha,·e 
grown up in o ld field,;, d c· nlllllStratc that com-
11\C'rcial forc ,;try pay,;. ( l'hoto from U. S. Forest 
Servkt·. ) 

VI: ' 
!l'~ . 
!t'l·' . 
\:· . r · 

,. 
11111t~r va lues r 
lt,,rd ]waded II 
(on·~try pays. 
tf 11• pm<T"S by 
1 , , 111 . .., : .tnd slw 
, , 1,. int o any c• 
111·,tfl '!- t l.1rgc : 
JM'._. • ., du· SJO < 
1~,, ; - fc,r t illllM:t 

fores try slowly fi1 
land ( Fig. I 1). 

Forest conser • 
~tates hi t herto h< 
of public owners! 
public po lic ies ba 
pro fits but upo1 
nationa l necessiti 
mlating down in 
a nu the d irector 
illusion o f incxh; 
has spen t itself. 
n ·cognize t he a lt 
face- prod uci11g tl· 
o r passing out ( 
mittee of pulp atH 

is st udyi ng ways a1 
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CO irrof P'! I tO 8V THr; 
u s ro,. c~r 81:.""1CC --..,·- .. ---
FIGURE 12.- The coniferou~ forests of the world , which supply nearly all of the softwood timber, are 

practically confined to the north temperate zone. The map, however, a Mercator projection, greatly 
exa~gerates the extent of this coniferous forest. Moreover, much of t he area shown in black consists 
o{ ttmber so small ur stunted as to be fit only for firewood and pulp. The c ut of saw timber at present 
in the United States is about as great in all other countries of the world combined, but an annual g rowth 
i~ only about sixteen per cent of the world total. (Map from "Forest Resources of the World" by 
Zon and Sparhawk, McGraw, Hill Book Co., 1923.) 

countries of the world shows that the 
markets of the whole earth a re short of 
raw materials for pa per a nd construction 
lumber, and tha t the accessible supply of 
timber, pa rticularly of coniferous timber, 
is not adequate to meet the requirements 

•<lr ·rq ri \ iliz. ttion . The cost of 
11111 1~ . \ :-i:1tit · or S!!u t h American 

!.·· I nitc ·d S ta tes, add<'d to 
'II • c· f" t·d ~ ~ ~ · kl'l'll interna­

• J II \\nuld h(' \n·llnig-h 
· cli n.1ry Cllll:->t ruct io n or 

(Fig. 12). 

• II II I--I gl'l all tht> for­
' • I ll IO tidt• ll\'l'r till' 

• ·I ,,,. lllll,.,l go after il i11 tel­
.r 11d »ys te matically. For one 

,; . ,, thoroug-h study should be made 
·· the rcsourc<·s a \ 'a ilable in the ha rd­

wood forests of Central a nd South Amer­
ica and their utility for the replacement 
of our rapidly waning supply of native 
hardwoods. 

Undoubtedly we must and will learn to 
use less wood. The high cost of lumber 
has already decreased its per capita con­
sumption in the United States about 40 

per cent below the pea k of 1906 (Fig. 13). 
Steel, cemen t a nd clay products have 
been substituted for much of the con­
struction lumber formerly used; and coal, 
oil, and electricity have taken the place 
of much fuel wood. These substitutions 
a re increasing, as wood becomes more 
dear; and it is well that t hey should. On 
the other hand, the use of wood is con­
s ta ntly widening as the chemist and engi­
neer discover new methods of converting 
or fashioning it for modern requirements. 
·w ood is now manufactured into grain al­
cohol and artificial s ilk, even into baking 
powder and e lectrical conduits. The 
tick! for wood fiber products is constantly 
enlarging. Notwithstanding the substi­
t ution of other materials and the cur­
tailed use of wood for many of its old 
func tions, the tota l dra in upon our forests 
thus far has not materially lessened. 
The danger lies not in reducing the use of 
wood where satisfactory substitution is 
possible, but in the growing shortage for 
many essential needs for which there are 
no substitutes. In most of the industrial 
coun tries of Europe the per capita con-
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THE RELATION OF GEOGRAPHY TO TIMBER SUPPLY 1.3 

sumption of wood is not diminishing, but 
increasing; a nd the United States cannot 
expect permanently to follow a different 
course if it is to hold its living standards 
and retain its industrial leadership. 

One of the most essential constructive 
remedies is to reduce the drain upon our 
forests by reducing the waste in the 
manufacture and use of their products. 
The very abundance and cheapness of 
virgin timber in the United States has 
bred wasteful methods of logging, manu­
facture, and refabrication which are 
yielding but slowly to the pressure of 
~cant supply and high costs. The 
general application of even our present 
knowledge of waste elimination in log­
ging, milling and refabricating lumber, in 
timber preservation, in the conversion 
(If wood into fiber products and the like, 
would reduce the current drain upon our 
forests by 20 or 25 per cent. And we 
still have much to learn before all the 
possibilities of economy in thf use of our 
forests are fathomed. The elimination 
or preventable losses from forest fires and 

from destructive insects and tree dis­
eases would save an enormous total of 
useful timber. A cord of wood saved is 
equa l to a cord of wood grown. And 
one of the most obvious things that should 
be done with all possible dispatch is to 
conserve our existing timber supply to 
the last foot by research in the conversion 
and use of forest products on an adequate 
scale, accompanied by wide dissemina­
tion of its results through the forest 
industries and forest consumers. 

After everything else has been said, no 
solution of our forest problem is possible 
without the generous growing of trees. 
'We must come, in the last analysis, as 
every other country treading the same 
path has come, to forestry as the neces­
sary and economic employment of much 
of our land. This solution is as complete 
as it is inevitable. Intensive timber 
culture on the 470 million acres of forest 
land in the United States, timber culture 
on a par with that of Germany, France 
and Scandinavia, can produce a yearly 
crop equivalent to more than all the 
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wood which the United States now con­
sumes. There will be a margin of 20 per 
cent or~more to take care of the grea ter 
requirements of the future. The only 
question is how quickly can this be 
brought to pass and how much national 
suffering must be endured before a per­
petual supply of timber is assured on our 
own soil. Na tiona l habits ~n t he use of 
land and its resources change s lowly; and 
at best we must travel a slow and painful 
road before the goal is reached . 

Underlying this whole question is one 
of the outstanding facts of the economic 
geography of the United States, na mely, 
that one-fourth of her soil remai ns to­
day, a fter three cen turies of settlemen t 
and expanding agr icul t ure, fo rest la11d. 
There is small prospect tha t the a rea 
available for growing trees will be re­
duced materially, if a t a ll , for ma ny 
years to come. While the inroads of the 
farm are continuing here a nd there, the 
great tide of forest clearing for cul ti~­
tion seems la rgely to have spent itself , 
For many years indeed , the abandon­
ment of fa rni land in forest growing 

regions of the older Sta tes has practically 
offset new clearing on the agricultural 
frontier. 

Wholly aside from the need for timber 
• I 

the problem of kecpmg one-fourth of the 
soil of the U ni ted S ta tes p roductively 
employed is one of no small urgency in 
the na tional economy. The idleness of 
cutover land, following the migra tion of 
lhe sawmills, has a lready been a wide­
spread cause of depopula tion, decline in 
taxable va lues, and general rura l bank­
ruptcy. In the busiest timber manu­
facturing regions of a few decad es ago ,. 
there rema in today over So million acres 
of practicall y unproduc tive a nd unused 
land . No country can afford such 
wastage. 

Forestry not only is the only, way to 
re-establish an ad equa te source of t imber 
in the Uni ted States: it is the only way to 
utilize a la rge part of her la nd-to main­
tain a v igorous rural popula tion with 
ind ustries, communities and good roads. 
On both coun ts, {ores try should become 
part !tnd pa rcel of our progra m of land 
utilization . 

F IGU RE 14.- Lumber cargoes from Puget Sound 
are fast becomin tt the main source of supply for 
the north AtlantiC seaboard. (Photo from U.S. 
Forest Service). 
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Villiu B. Creeley (1879-lSSS), third Chief of the rorut Sentee, 

... largely respona1ble for a gnat advance in natioovicle forut ~t 

8ad eonaervation through hia wry affec:tift effort• in enliatin& tba uopera­

tioll of logging and lWIIber covrpaniea vith the Stat• -.cS the Federal Gcwernment. 

Mr·. GTeeley vu one of the firat of America'• profuaioDal forutera 

aDd tAlped da.elap the policiea cn4 ~gulationa for the aillioaa of acrea of 

pr1ae National Forest an@ turned OYer to the Foreat Senic:e in 1905. Be 

joined the Agency in 1904 upon receiving bia Kaster of Foreatry degree from 

Yale Univeraity, aod raained vith it for 24 years, urvina as Chief from 1920 

wtll 1928 when be reaignecl to become •ecreury-~r of the Ve.at eo .. t 

Lallbenaen' • Aaaocuti~. 

Ria early usigmnenu in the trackleaa foresta of the Sienaa and 

aorthern Rockie.a a&o.ed him the OYervbolmins importance of dneloping adequat• 

protection from firu. The i.ntricat• inte-rmingling of privately owned land 

.ad National Foreat land made close c~ration necessary if fire pr.weutioo 

ad control wu to be effective. tJbile vorking out auch arrangelnenta 1n the 

field he came to underataod the powerful economic reasons behind the lamencable 

rapid and videapread destructive cutting on forest lands throughout the country 

during th• lut half of the lSOO'a cd tM early 1900's. He realized the 

ucetaity for ·practical, profitable justifications for good ..agement practice• 

on private forest lands. 
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!Ida aperl.nce lecl hill to taU a cautloua pcMitloa oa the nplatioa 

of tt..ber cu ttlD& Oil prtYata land ad fcm:e4 !WI to oppoae bie fon.r ~tor, 

Ctffon Pf.Bcbot, .t.o waa firat Chief of the rorut sem.ce. dud. aa the areat 

debate oa thie topic ill the euly 1920'•• aJda of wbi.ch took place withia the 

profeaa1aaal Society of Ame.rice rorutera ad 1D Collp'uaioul heart.Dp. PiAchot 

.....,.,eel etd.naeut, detailed Federal resul.atiou of prl-.ate lUIIIMri.ng, with a 

Uceoae required for awry losaina operat1oa. GI'Ml., real1ud thia ... illlpract1• 

c.l to a4ainiater, of queaticmabl.e lesaUty, would Dftft' be paaaed by Coagreaa, 

aDd voulcl oaly antagooi&e the indu.atry act delay effective actlOD. He preaaed 

for a proar .. baaed oo a pl.a be had developed while particlpatina in 1914-~6 

rorut Service aune, of tba tbell-depreaaed lumber 11\duatry. 

ru. prosr• calle4 for: (1) Federal cooperatioa with the Statea in 

ftn protection and forest renewal; (2) exteD~~ion eel conaolid.atioo of Federal 

fonat acl reforeatatiou of ••nudecl Federal landa; (3) a atudy of foreat taution 

.n4 iuunnce, leading to moclel law to autO. tbe Statea; (4) a nationwide 

a\U"fty acl claa1f1cat1on of forut reaourcea; and (S) increaHCI Federal foreat 

reaearch, upecially 1D forut products, and 110ri forest a:perimeut atattona. 

Greeley aaid the Statu abould help by requiring acxae llle&U of fin protection 

and reforestation Oil private landa, aettin& up more State and DNDicipal foreata, 

and reviaing tax policiea on foreat land. 

C:reet.,.•a propoaal ad the billa in Coagresa etlbodyina th• had included 

prcwialoD for the U. s. Secretary of Agriculture to •et reaaonable standard• for 

tree harvesting but tbia waa deleted to inaure. puaage of the legi•l.atioo knoWn 

aa the Clarka-Hc.Nuy ln which a~tantially included hi• polnta. The 1av alao 
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proridecl for uaiatance to private lancSovoera 111 tree plantiua. Tbia 1• vu a 

lcdMrlt in forut aOMenation and reaultecl 1D a areat iDcreae 1n State aDd 

p~lwate actioll 1A tbe field. lffectift fire protection vaa eventually aztendecl 

to nearly all forut l&ncH in the Nation, and_..,. llilliona of acr .. of cleiWCiecl 

laDda have beea reforeated. 

Cneley got I trona aupport fr011 the voo4 indua try for hia prop4Mala•• 

1Dclading the AMrican Paper & Pulp AaaociatiOD, the Nat1ooa1 Lumbe~ Manufacturer• 

Aalociatlon, Weatem .roreetry and Ccm.lervatioo Aaaociatioo, National Wholeaale 

Lulaber Dealera Aaaociatioo, AaaoeiatiOD of Wood Uatna lncluatri .. ••ancl abo the 

AmericaD Newspaper Publlahera Aaaociatioa, the Amari~ .roreatry Aaaociation, 

ecl the u. s. Chamber of Coaaerce. AFA launched an eztenaive educational c:ara• 

paign for the prograa, ancl the Cbaber conducted bearins- throughout the country 

for 18 eontha and publiahed a auggeated legialative program near the end of 

1923. A apecial Senate cOD'IZd.ttee vu named and alao conducte4 atenaive hearinga. 

ia the .. jor forut reg.iona, aided by Greeley. 

Creel.y'a firat position with the Forest Service vaa to inapect timber 

aalea on the foraat reaervea in california, to aee that eucb praeticea as aelec• 

tiYe cutting, and piling md burning of slab to reduce fire hazard, were 

carried out. Fro= 1906-08 he vaa supervisor of what 1e now the Sequoia National 

Foreat in the Sierra, where the inlnediate needs were lUkin& trails, constructing 

lookout tovera, and nmntng telephone linea ao that fin control could be 

atarted. For the aut tbree yean he vaa in charge of Dtatrict (nov Region) ODe 

lu the northern Rockies (principally northern Idaho an4 vettern Montana). Ue 

worked out 1D detail cooperative agreements with State government• and lumber 

companiea for fire fighting on lands 1D intermingLed ownerahip, including joint 
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patl'Ola -.4 coet•.urtDa b...S oa proporUoaa of lcacl owne4 by each. He wrbcl 

oat aan-nta witl& the rallroada for right-of__,. bl'\18b cleariq aD4 patrola, 

_. the rallroaa aar-4 to funiah .a to fight firu caused by tbelr •ta• 
•afnea. 11a alao helpe4 oqaniaa MVeral pl'ivata fin protectift uaociatiou 

b the lapoa an4 tbe lDcluatrtal Pore&ti'J .AaaociatiOD of tba Pacific JOI't~t. 

Ia 1909, with 1. T. Allea 11M ... ill chars• of Diatrtct 6 (Oraaoa aDd V..hb\&toa) • 

... belpe4 draft recc-•DdatiODe for UD.ifom fin 1.,. ta the fouz Stat .. , for 

the aewly fotwe<l P.:tfic Mortlwut J'orut Protec:tioa ...S Conael'fttioa Aaaoctat10l1, 

a II'OUI' of cooc:ene4 1~. Such t.a.e wre .-ntu.ally enacted in tbeH 

ltatea aDd alao ta C&Ufoftlia. 

to tlae Waahtqtoa beadquarten of tbe ronat Serrice 1D 1911 to 41rect redet-al• 

State cooperatioa 1D fire protectioa UDder tN a•ly pasaed Weeb Act, u well 

• onnee tirlber aalea ad reforutatioa Oil the llaticmal ror .. ta. 

VbU.e vorkina OD the 1914·16 auney, b got a cleanr undentandioa 

of the real poaitiou of lUIIbemea, u oppoMd to tbe role of cSeapoilera place4 

Oil th• by the 110re idaaliatlc of tM early profuaional Poderal foresten. 1a 

the report vhicb be wrote he aald the iDduatry bad contributed greatly to the 

COUAti'J'a developllell~, but had beesa wa&Mful and engage4 iD apeculat1osa aD4 unwise 

fiuoctng--acouragecl by too much cheap, ... uy available timber th1D ugh the 

pubUc 1aD4 t..e. Y~tecl to ove.rtnv.-t ia voodt.nda, laraely oa borr~ aoaey 

at hip lDtenat ratea, they bad to produce to pq back tbe loau ng.al'dleaa of 

depre8aed ~t• .Dd timber aluta, and ereamed off the beat apeeiea, Greele, 
. . ~ 

obeene4. Ue alao noted that the prevaiUng belief vas tbe evtover lG4a wouU 
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laec:OM fanald, ad that then woul.cl al..,. be 11ft tiaberlacla toM CUt dDCe 

cha eupplJ ... taabauatible. Luaabawea wen u:avill.lna to bold tbberlaad 01' 

procluce..., crop• • cutowr lade becauM of tba hiP fin ruk, lack of 

.Sequata fin PI'Otectioa, their bip debtloacl, aa4 tbe loq porio4 of taatioa 

before b&neat. 

With the paa•aa• of thie ~ic legtelatioo .H.:.. ~r ••nd•nu, .M 

the JTowth in State an4 iaduetrlal fOl'e&tl'J it fOft.er.;;;h. atrengtbetna of 

htional Forut adminiatratiOD, which he 4irecte4, Greelq felt ldl Mjor public 

eervf.ce to foreatry bact bMa accompUabed. Be bacl not· lnteadecl to ••rve more 

than teo year• a1 CbW roratu. Back 1A 1909 be bad beea offend the aecretary• 

1ldp of the Veatem Pine Manufacturers Aaaociaticm, and the chairmanahip of 

tbe School of roreatl')' at tu Uzrl.wraity of California but bad refuaed both be· 
. . 

cauae be conaiclencl lWI vork ao important. a. alao refuae4 the offer of an 

euc:uthe poaition with the u. s. Cb81Dber of Coaaerce in 1921. 1D 1928 he vaa 
. . 

•k~ to hcome Seereta1'1..._~r of the We.t Co&lt LqmberzDan • e Aaaociation, 8D4 

'be c!ecidect to accept it a a big new challenge, and aatisfyin& a Deed be felt to 

be cloae to the economic and induattial aida of tiaberlaod maaagemeat. At that 

tiM the lumber industry of the P~ific Nortbwa.at waa plagued with overproduction, 

reaioul- attife, and poor merehaudiaing. Greeley remained iD thia ,._t for 18 

yura, retiring in 1946, . but. remaining a conaultant. 

He then did ~aiderable vri~11l8 and speakiD& 6o foreatry eubj~te. Je­

liclee II8I1Y articlu and report• iu varioua foreatry aaguinea, be wrote the book 

"Poreata and Ken," in 19S2. He died in 195,, havin& lived to aee hi • ... faith in 
. . . ' \ 

the luduatry'eeeulightened,aelf-i.ntereat largely realized. Hia aoa, Arthur v. 

Greeley, ia at present Aaaociate Chief of tl1e foreat Service. 



/ 

' 
CkMI.q waa very actiw tn pmfeeaiODal foreatry ... octatioaa, bclud• 

iq the Society of AMrleao roreaten, of vhicb he waa Pnaiclat 1D 1915, the 

ronat a1atft7 SOCiety, IIDd the AMrica rorutry Aaaociatioa. Be WM • 

holaoruy ....,_r of the Caoaclla Joetaty of roreat EDgiDeen (eisace na....ct tlw 

C..Ste Institute of For .. try). ID 1927 be received • bonora:J Doctor of Law 

?'the Univ~rs i ty of Califo rni a and an honorary 
l1 tS uncler Y<'!s te'!:" · o£ Ar ts de~~e f rom his <!. rad .• j!<Lte Jllr.'la atE 

dear .. fro. Jlhii'gra:luate al.M mater, 'E~~. a.,... a Mlllber o~ l'bil Yale 
· Univet 

leta Cappa ~ Delta UpetlOG fratamittea. 1a 1931 be •• a -.ber of tM eo.- sity 

aintoa oa Couanatloo aocl .Ad-fniatratiOD of the Public DoluiD. 

Durin& Wor lcl War I, be aene4 two yean w1 th ~~ U. S. Antt 1A hanca 

aa Lieutea.t Colonel of the 20th bgiDeer legiment acl Chief of tba forutry 

•actloa, vbicb produced areat quatitiea of lumber product• for allie4 military 

l.utallatiou froa French foreat•. ror tbJJ achievetDeDt be receivecl tbe u. s. 

DtatiDJUiabeci Senice Medal, tba French Legioo of Hcmor, aDd tbe Britiah Diatln• 

aut.. beeS Service Order. 

Villi.• Buckbout Greeley •• borr • ill Onego, Rev York, September 6, 

1879, the •oa of Frau 1. a4 Alma c. (B~bout) Greeley. Both ke father aDd 

araDdfatber wre Co&lgreaatiDDal Churcla IBinleten. Seeking a more moderate eli• 

llcte for bu ·ow bealth, hia father JDOVed the fGlily to C&lifom.ia 111 1890, 

taklq a .. rcbat •hip around Cape Born. They settled on a prune ranch ill the 

· atill partly foreetecl .S811ta Clara Valley. ItA a yotn& ma11 the eon spent much · 

U. fiehillg, bunting ancl C&IIIP1n& 1D the nearby untouched foreate, which inepirecl 

hia deeply. After a year ·at LelCld Stanford University, be enrolled at the 

Ullivenity of California at lerkeley, majoring in bUtory and Engliab • . . ~ ~-
. ·~ . 

OD the univeraity ~atlng tea Ed waa elected to Phi Beta Kappa, &raduattna 

11l 1901. Re taught achool for a year at Alarueda but it did oot eatiaf7 hill, &Dei 
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after a lema chat vith Bei'Dhard remow, Dee of the Comell Uuiwnlty roreatl'J 

lchool. Mcidecl to embark 1la fOlUtZ7· 
' 
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SBOft BIOGIAPH'f OF WlLLUK I. CBDL&! 

V~lliaa a. Greeter, (1879-19SS), thir-1 Chief of the rorut Same.. 

vu largely responalble for a sreat advaee 1n natioawide forut unagemnt 

and conaervation through hia vary effective afforta in eoliatin& tba coopera• 

ti011 of login& and lumber CODIPCli•• vith the Statea ..S the Fe4ual GoveZ'IUDellt. 

Mr. Greeley vu ou of the fint of America'• profuaicmal foruura 

·and helped develop the policiaa ancl regulatiou for the •Uliona of acru of 

pri• National For .. t leu&a tunleCl o.er to the Foreat Servi~ in 1905. Be 

joined the Agency in 1904 upon receiving h1a ~tar of Foreatry degr .. from 

Yale Univereity, .ad re.ainecl vitb it for 24 years. eerv1Da aa Chief fi'OGl 1920 

until 1928 when he reaignecl to become aecretary•UDeger of the Weat Coast 

Lullberae11' a Aaeociatiou. 

Ria early ua1gnmenta ln the track leas foresta of the Sierras · and 

northem Rockiu ahot~ecS hia the overvbel.adna importance of developing adequate 

protection fi'OIII fir... The intricate intel'lllingling of privately owned land 

aDd Kational Poreat l&Dd made cloaa cooperation neceasary if fire prevention 

ed control vaa to be effective. While working out such arrangeJO&nta in the 

field be came to underetand the powerful 4coaomic reason. behind the lamentable 

rapid and videapread destructive cutting on forcet lancla throughout the country 

duing the lut half of the 1800'a and the early 1900'•· He reali&ed the 

nee48•1ty for practical, profitable justif1Cat1ona for sood -.nagemeut practice• 

on private· forest laode. 
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!lll.a aperlace led hill to tate a cautioue potlitiaa DD tbe nplatloll 

of tiMer e» ttia& c. prt vata land aD4 forcecl bill to oppoM hie fon.r .-tcw, 

Giffon Pi.Dcbot, who •• first Chief o1 the roreat Senice1 clud.aa the anat 

debate oa this topic iA the eulJ 1920' a, IUda of which took pt.ce vithiB the 

profe .. loaal Society of Alael'ice Foresters ad 1ll Conarusioul beariDp. PiDcbot 

deuadecl atrin&ent, cletailecl Fedaral replat1ona of private lUII!Iberiq, vitJl a 

license required for ewery louin& opuatioo. Greeley reali&M thia .,.. illpracti­

ca1 to adadniater, of queatiouble lesality, would uner be paaaed ~ Coagraa, 

and voulcl only antagon1ae the iDduat~ acl delay effec.tt:ve .ctioa. He prused 

few a proar• baHcl oc_a a pl• be hal denloped vblle putlcipatina in 1914-~6 

fOI'Ut Service SUrt'lrJ Of the tbaa-clepreasecl lumber 1nduat~ • 

t'bia prosr• called for: · ( 1) Federal cooperation with the States iD 

fire protection and forest renewal; (2) exteoaion and cooao11clat1oa of Federal 

forest aDd reforeatatloa of ••nudecl Federal landa; (3) a study of foreat taxation 

aad inauranc:e, leadiDg to moclel J.aoa to gulcle the States; (4) a natiomride 

•U'ft1 ancl claasificatiOD of foreat reaoureea; and (S) inere&Hd Federal forest 

ruearch, upeeially 1D forut products, and 110re forest aperillent stations. 

Greeley said the Statu should help by requiring aome means of fin protection 

and reforestatioa on private landa, aettina up more State and IIUID.icipal foresta , 

and revising tax policies on foreat laod. 

Cree ley' • propoaal eel the bi Ua iD Coagr .. • eabodyina th- bad included 

pl"O"''UioD for tbe U. s. Secretary of A&riculture to aet reaaOD&ble •t.ndarcla for 

tre• urve•tiog but th1a vu deleted to inaure paaa.age of tJw legi~l.ation known 

.. the Clarlte--KcNary 1• which •ubetantially ~luded bU polnta. The 1a &lao 



, 
pi'Ori4ecl for uat.ataace to private t.ncSovnera in tree plantiD&· 1'bia lav vaa • 

1a4Mrk in forut .onaanatiOft m4 reaulted 1D • areat inueaaa 1n ltate aDd 

pEivate actioll 1A tbe field. lffectift fire protection vaa evntually extended 

to llHrly all for .. t lancla ill tba Ratioo, awl .-y Jdlliooa of acr .. of deDUdecl 

land• have been reforeate4. 

Greeley aot •trona aupport fraa tba voocS iu4uatry for hi• propMat.•• 

·1Dcludtna the American Paper 6 Pulp AaaociatiOD, the llatiooal Lumbar Manufacturer• 

Aalociation, Weatem .roraatry and Coll.lervatiOD Alaociatioa, MatiODal Vhoteaale 

Lullber Dealer• Allociatt.oD, ANociatiOil of Woocl Uatna I~tri•··.wi alao the 

._.rie&D N._.paper Publiahera Aaaociation. the Americ.o foreetry Aaaociation, 

e4 the u. a. Chamber of eo--rca. MA lermc:bed an estenabe educational ce:a-

paip for the proaraa, mel the Ch-.ber conducted bearings throuabout the country 

for 18 eonthl and publt.ahed a suggested legislative progr~ near the end of 

1923. A apecial Senate cOIDittee vaa oaaed and alao conducted ntenat.ve hearings 

in tba .. jor foreat regions, aided by Greeley. 

Greeley'• first ~iticm with the Foreat Service vaa to in.apect timber 

ulea Oil tbe foreat reaenea in California, to 1ea that auc:h praet,icea u aelec• 

tive cuttin&, aod piling aod burning of alaah to reduce fire hazard, were 

canted out. From 1906-08 he wu aupervisor of what 11 nov the Sequoia l~ational 

Foreat in the Sierras, where the i.nanediate needa were suking traile. coostructt.ng 

lookout tower•, &Dd rwmin& tol•pboue linea 10 that fire control could bit 

lt&rted. For the nat· three yean he vaa in charge of Diltrict (nov Region) One 

la the northern ltocldee (principally northera Idaho an4 weatem Mont~a) •. Re 
. _., . 

vorke4 out in detail cooperative agreements wit.b State &OveZ'I\IMilt• and lumbar 

companlea for fire fighting on lands iD intermingLed ownerahip, including joint 
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pattola 8DCI co.t•aharlft& baMCI oa proportiou of laDCI owu4 b7 uch. He worbcl 

~ ~u with the 1:ailroada fcw right-of18J bruah clMriDa aDd pattola, 

.W dae raitro• agreecl to furniah - to fight flra ~- by tta.J.r ate• 

aqiDU. Be abo balpe4 oqcua ..-..ral priYata fin proteetiw asaoeiatioaa 

b the lapoa anc1 the Ioduat1:ial roreatzy AaaocJ..atioa of the Pacific l'on-.c. 

Ia 1909, with 1. T. Alln vho waa ia charge of Diatr1ct 6 (~aaoa ..S Wuhinatoo). 

lle belped draft raCOIIIMDd.atiooe for uulfom fire lwa iD the four Statee, for 

the ·aewly foned facific Nortm.ut rorut h'otectioD all4 Coa.aen~tioa Aaaoci.ation, 

a I1:0UP of cooeened lumber.n. S~h t.a.e •re e~~entually enacted iD theM 

-ltataa aa4 alao ill C&Ufonia. 

Greeley'• cergy, UU.tiatiw and effecti•enu• reaulted iA aaei.gnmeftt 

to tba Waahi.qtoa beadquarten of the rorut Sftvice in 1911 to direct Federal• 

ltate coope1:atioo 1D fire protectioll Ullder the newly paeaed Weeb Act, • well 

• onnee timber aalea and re!orutatioo Olil the ~atio:141 J'o1:uta. 

Vblle vo1'kina oa the 1914·16 1\11""1'81, h got a clearer UlldentandiDS 

of the real po1itlou of lurabe1'1DIID. u op~ed to the role of dapoilera placed 

oo th• bJ the .ore idealiatic of the early profuaional federal foreaten. 1a 

the repcn:t vhich M wrote he uid the 1nd1atry had coatributed greatly to the 

COUDtry'a development, but had ben va&aeful «ad engaged ill apeculatiOil tiNl uuviae 

f1Da:Dcing-~agecl by too mw:h cb.eiiP, easily avail&ble tiMber thmugh the 

p.ablic 1aDd lad. 'remptecl to overtnvut in vood.~. laraely Oft borroaecl IIOGe'7 

at .high ~tere1t ratea, they bad to produce to pey back the 1.oaDa ngardlua of 

apn1aed marl:.ata Cld timber sluta. IEDCl cre.amed off the beat apeciea. Greeley 

obee~. Re also noted that the prevail in& belief va the cvtOYer t..ncla vou W 
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McOM farald, aDd that then woul.cl alwaya be DeW tiaaberlacla to be Cut 8ince 

eM eupply vu iDDb.auat~le. ~ •n UDVilllfta to bold tl.llberlazMI or 

pzecl\ICe .... crope oa cutowr lade becauae of tt. hiP fire ruk, lack of 

~uata fin pntectioa, their hip debtload, a tile loaa perio4 of tazatiou 

Mfor.e haneat. 

With the paaaage of thia ~i.e legielatioa acl ~ ~r ~ta, DCI 

the srowtb 1D State an4 lnduatrlal foreatl'Y it fotlt.e~~ atrengtbelltna of 

Rational Foreet admUdatration, which he c!il'ecte4, Greeley felt ~· major public 

Nrrice to foreatry hacl beea &CCOmPliabed. Re ha4 not intended to aerve more 

~ban ten yare a1 Chief roreaur. Back 1a 1909 he had been offered the secretary• 

ahip of the Veatem Pine Mallufacturera AaaociatlOD, and the chaimanahip of 

the School of l'oreatT)' at· the Ulliwraity of Califoruia but bad refu.aed both be.-

cause be conaidend hU work ao important. U. alao refu.aecl the offer of an 

eucut1ve po8it1on vith the u. s. Chamber of. Couaerce ill 1921. In 1928 hcJ waa 

•keel to become Sec:retary-..ager of the WHt Coat Lumberman '• Aaaoeiation, 8DCl 

be decided to accept it as a bi& new cballeog,e, mel aatl•fyina a need he felt to 

be cloae to the ecouoadc end incluatrial aide of timberlancl managez1181lt. At that 

tiM the ~umber in~try of tho Pacific Nortbwo..at wu plagued with overproduction, 

reaioul attifa, arid poor IQUehaodiaJ.ng. Greeley rcaained iD thia poet for 18 

year•. retlrin& ~ 1946, but remainin& a conaultat • 

. He thea clid conaiderable vrlting and apeakin& Ilia forestry 1ubjecta. Be­

etclee .._. articlu and report• ia varioua forutry uguinea, be vrot8 the book 

"Poreata and Men," in 19S2. He diecl iA 19SS, having lived to aee hie faith in 

the iud~stry'eeenlightened,aelf-intereat largely realized. Ria ••• Artb\lr v. 

Gneley • f. a at preaent Aaaoc.iate Chief of the ronat Service. 



.. 

6 

Greeley vaa very ~~etiw ill profHaiODal foreauy aaaoc:t.atiOila, i.DelucS• 

iq the Society of AaerieaD roreaten, of vhich be.,.. Pna1dent 1a 1915, the 

rozut Btatory Society, Del tt.. AMrlca roruti'J AaaociatiOD. Ba ... • 

hoDorary taember of the c..dia kciaty of ronat lnatn"n (aiaace narsd the 

CmacUan Inatitute of roreatry). I• 1927 he reee1'HMi • honor&r.J Doetor of Law 
71 t h.: Univ~rsity of Cali£orn~a 1 and an honorary 

· kLI$ t.:r. d <>r r :· . .,.s ter of . r ts de~ee f r om hu c- rad~ct,~e jilrea atE 
de&ree from psV'gi8duate alma mater, T~:~. ae VM a llllllber oz l'oil Yale 

Unive t 

Beta !Cappa and D81ta UpeUOD fratemitt.ea. lJl 1931 be.,. a -.bar of the Coli- sity 

aiaaioa oa Conservation and MainiatratiOD of the Public DGIN1n. 

During World War I, he eern4 we» yean with the V. S. Ar-t 1a Pr.-nce 

aa Lieutenant Coloaal of the 20th Engineer lagiaent ad Ch1.af of the forutry 

aectiOG, which producecS great quantittaa of lumber product• for alUecl ldlitary 

1Detallat1CGa from French forest•. ror thU achiev.._t be nceiYecl the U. I. 

Diatinguiahed Senice Medal, the french LegiOD of Hcmor, and tlae Brituh Diatin• 

sub heel Serrlce Order. 

Villia Buckbout Greeley vaa borr; ;_ J.D Oavego, Nev York, September 6, 

1879, tbe SOQ of Freak 1. and Alma C. (B~t) Greeley. 'Both Ita father aDd 

arudfatber wre CollgrqatiGDal Church ldnisten. leaking a IDOre moderate eli• 

ute for hla owa health, hia father IIOftcl the family to C&lifonda 1D 1890, 

takiq a .. rehmt ahi_p around Cape Hom. They aettled on a prune ranch ill the 

•till partly forested SClta Clua Valley. Aa a yojna man tha aOD spent llalCb 

tiae fiahing, hunting aDd c.ampina 1D the nearby untouched foraau, which inapirecl 

hill cleeply. After a year at Lelancl Startfol'd Vniveraity, be eorollecl at t• 
UJl.iver.ity of Califomia at Jerkeley, aajorins in hi.atory 81\d Englieh. He wa 

OD tbe university debating tea and VU elected to Pb.i Beta Kappa, &reduatiaa 

ill 1901. He taught school for a year at Al-.da but it did not aatiafy bia, aDd 
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after a toa.a chat vith Bernhard remov, De.aD of the Cornell Ua.lvenity rore•try 

School, dec14ecl to •bark 1D foreauy. 
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FIRES ON THE N.-\TIONAL FORE.STS 49 

.. r:d•k with tho;;e of thr \\'C:Sl~rn forest's. Fa,·orable 
•... • in purchases was made during tl.e past year. 
· r.·, r products im·estigations, which at their initia­
" ,·rc ignored by the forest industries o f the coun­
.11·,· throug-h the dc•nonstration of their benefits 

. a t.:d the forest industries almost wiihour exception 
:.a l'c given an entirely new conception of t he pos-

• 1;c, in the conservation, manufacture anc.: utiliza­
, .i forest products. A beginning has been made in 
.,;ablishment of forest experiment st1tions which 

.·nlu as rapidly as possible be extended to cover at 
, ., all of the principal forest regions of the country. 

Xotable contributions ha,·c been made to our knowledge 
of remaining timber supplies and related economic sub­
jects. 

"Information on the need for timber growing a nd the 
best methods ior growing and utilizing timber have been 

widely disseminated. Public opinion has been aroused 
until now there is a powerful Nation-wide support for 
the adoption of a national policy which will b ring about 
the g ro wing of timber on privately owned lands to sup­
plement t hat which can be p roduced on National Forests 
a nd other public holdings." 

FIRES ON THE NATIONAL FORESTS 
By B. W. Greeley, United States Forester 

'f II E area o f National Forest lands burned over in the 
ti;cal year 1920 was 342.193 acres, as against 2,007,­

, ; 1 in 1919 ; the estimated damage was $-!19,897, as 
tinst $4,919,769 ; and the total cost of lire-fighting 

· ,.-Jusive of the time of Forest officers) was close to 
· l.llllll.OOO, as against $3,039,615. District 1 (Montana 
nd no rthern Idaho) had much the largest number of 

··~,·- (1,716), and had 25 of the 99 fires which caused 
:,mag~ in excess of $1.000. District 6 (\V:~shington anrl 

· lrn,:on) had 1.385 fires, and District 5 (California) 
i.:l:;s. Together, these three d istricts had 73 per cent of 
.. 1 the fires-exactly the same percentage as in 1919. 

The ligures given .reveal some instructive contrasts. 
,\ hilc the total number of fires decreased 10.6 per cent, 
'11· number of lightning-caused fires increased 40.2 per 

·•·tn. The decrease in man-caused fires was very marked, 
with a drop of 35 per cent. The number o f campers' 
·irrs decreased 28.2 per cent, and this in spite of the fact 
1:1at recreational use of the forests is growing by leaps 
ancl bounds . 

. \g'ain, not quite nine-tenths as many fires were fought, 
,; a hour one-third the cost ; they covered one-sixth the 

:.na. and did one-twelfth the damage. The number o f 
·. r •. , which burned less than one-fourth of an acre was 
· >~nsiderably greater than in 1919, while ·less than one­
t!ti nl as many covered 10 acres and did over $1.000 
·b 1nage. 

.\ny attempt at intepreting these data must take into 
:~t·c·utmt the g.reat differences in the character of the two 
-··a>uns. The general character and history o f the 1920 
" '"'"11 were summarized in last year's report. In con-

\ · r:., t 1\'ith the season o i 1919. which both in length and 
,,.,.t·ri t\' was one of the worst that the \-Vest has ever 
~:·o\\'11 : it " ·as short. but acute while it lasted. An un· 
j•rt·n·dentcd number of tires were caused by lightning. 
•·xc·t·('(ling- by 25 per cent the highest previous record. 

l.ightning fires are apt to be particularly hard to con­
: -.. 1, ior two reasons : The\' occur most common I\' in 
tht· high mountains. where tiJcy a re hard to get at qt;ick­
i~. and they often occur in considerable numbers almost 
' :nJUitaneoush-, so that the protecti ve force is taxed to 
the utmost to' meet the strain without cracking. 'on one 
Forest in California-the Klamath-a se ries of storms 

started 48 fires within six days, while on the T rinity a 
single disturbance in one day started 70, besides causing 
a number of others on neighbor ing forests. U nder such 
condi tions, to bring all t he fi res under control before they 
reach large dimensions is beyond human capacity with 
the present protective fo rce and equipment. In district 
6 (Oregon and Washing ton ) practically all the fires re­
quiring heavy e:-.:penditures to bring under control were 
lightning-caused. 

The peak of the load occurred in district 1 (Montana 
and northern Idaho). Topog raphy, climate and wilder­
ness conditions combine to make the problem of fire p re­
vention in portio ns of western Montana and northern 
Idaho welt-nigh insuperable at the present time. In this 
d istr ict, a lmost always characterized by extreme summer 
drought, the precipita tion fo r J une, July and August wa s 
about two-thirds of normal. During the season there 
were 1,281 lightning fi res-75 per cent of the total from 
all causes. · And over 30 per cent of all the fires broke 
out within a single 10-day per iod. 

A large o utlay for fire fighting was inevitable under 
such condi tions. Since the appropriation for fire fight ing 
was only $250,000, deficiency appropriations became nec­
essary to replenish the general admi nistration funds. Two 
such appropriations were made by Congress, totaling 
$ 775.000. Fortunately, an exceptionally favorable spr ing 
and early summer, with late rains, resulted in expendi­
tures in the latter part of the fiscal year far below what 
is no rmally req uired, so that at its close there remained 
an unexpended balance o f $50.000. 

The 1921 season has continued, on the whole, favorable 
to the date of this report, and the expenditures for fi re 
fighting have been decidedly below what must be looked 
for in years of normal hazard. Nevertheless, ' the lire­
ligh ti ng fund for the fiscal year of $250,000 has been ex­
hausted and additional liabi lities of approximately $225,-
000 incurred. The greater part of the expenditures have 
been in ;.. rontana, Idaho and California. 

A hazard of unique character was created by the t re­
mendous blow dow n of timber on the west s ide o£ the 
Olympic Peninsula, in Washington. Something like 
6,00C.OOO,OOO fee t of timber are estimated to be on the 
ground , creating the most formidable fire trap the For-
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nncl11 r:.r the tnp hu i"C<1 CYC'TCii' \1 U:t\. . 

One nf the fc·l•· IHt<; 1 lr" · lt<;!.•ntl. I i piv•tl • II· 

''I ·di<-n '"'''H' 11 Slnd·J,.,lnt •n•l { h" ·•r' 'L'"' •ttdt 
I"I'IIHI'dirttl" 1111\ :11C ("IJJi•d Oil daih·, l111f (f,j {(",( 

wn•· diflt·rcnl in th·\l tlt~.:t·o•nt•ts-,{ioll 1\ilS JfJllird !torn 
Sto•·ll hnllll to New Yotk lo ~ lll Fr:•nt i u•. IK11.:k to 
New Yn1 h, nnd thcncc lo Cl1ir .tgo. '!Ita( is jnsl about 
the distance from Stockholm to Tok.) c> vi.t the United 
St •ks. 

1t was pr •\Cd p1;tdic,.l in opcr dion :111d in 
t.Cl t,., fl t.tl 1 lu:n the m:w line is opc11cd thos 11idcl.' 
S"J'<lrrtlcd pr•i lis 011 the c•trlh'o; ··url1 l' llH!.V < (tllVctse 
wifhrm( diflicull,\ and with ntf prnhil>iliH· lolk 

'T h 1t ftcllH ndou·. span , h ul\l'\"Cr, is 1wt the lml'!C l 
over whi< h the hum ,111 \'ni~:t• h tS tr.nclcd. Surnc lime 
ag0 :t telephone otlilial in Kcw York !:tilt d with :t 

man in S.' In y. Australia. 'I he conversation was 
roukd , ·ia Lnndon. 

"llcllo," .1id the New Yorl cr. "'I his is a fine dav, 
i!>n't ill" ' 

"If, II(', :\<'1> \ orlt," replied ~ .... Jnr,\. "Y~·:. it's a 
fine d,1y, .1lllulllrh if's still !oo Jmk lo tell much 
a hnu I i l." 

"\\'It I !iml' i<> i( "'''''in ~,dm.' ?" 
"\houl ktlf 1 ·•• l fi,·c Frid.ty morning. \\'hat lime 

i~ it in ::.lew Yorl·l" 
"\ litfl afttr fuur, 'linn ! .• ,, . ..-.llcrnPon.'' 
'I h!lls<h.v aflrrnnon (. ll.in: In l'ridny morning. 

.\ pwclnd o{ ma<;sul H"CUth and innnlion !hal 
rymholi7CS ,,s 11 1lhing dsc lin.: J.tlicnl, tedious l 1 .. lts 
of mol •iii ·d gt•nius F,,r the ma:,o;t·d inHnlms of the 
country n:prcscnt To-day lallting lo To-morrow . 

lly J.1{EE!\IAN TILDEN 

the Stu. rl n ild- J.-~nmhcr hns bent mined. Now it i 1 har­

\T ted. Col. w. n. Greclt). formerly daicf l'nitcd 

Sratcs fon·~tcr mul now hc:u of thl' :--;orthwc~l lllntlw.-­

lll ·n. i'i xcsponsihlc for much of thi<~ . lhc faclthat he 

\l:l'i cho:;cn frotn n group bistrnically al ocltls with the 

lnmh •rmcn j,. indica the ~f the i.JHln!<try':; new atti­

tude. He i t·l~:ud•tg lu n:;<", dt·\i«ing w·tyg to 

"oo11's new cornpcli tor!<, and plaunint; rcforc::~lnlion . 

lu ,. 
1 .r 

1 bn11 

• 11 umpfillll of .\m til-.111 hunl 
1 tdtL I , 1 cnk. Sine !Ita{ lillie no{ onl,\ r ~.:till 
lU 1 urnpfion lm{ tola. l con tllll 1lio f lu 1lJLr prod 
nd lt s { ndil.J 1lc. line I. Tn . .t. ' the 4 •t l.l111 .ump­
( j!)Jl io; one fifth Oci0\\'1 <I nd (he pc.t l'<l pi l,\ CtJII<;UJll pfion 
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on<' third l>l'inw, that of th<' pv.1k :n·at·. 'J'h<' luml.t•r 
tndu. I 1y ha~; t,,., n ~.rowin:; :c;i, kcr a.Hl • i, l.l't'. I' no mu.-h 
lu111L •t• la.u: L~:~n manul:actur ,I, 'l'lt.:- Illt.dll! ct·s have 
J., I ntrnl ,.r thcit· 111arhds, n11f to 11..: con<-unwr-
11 _. \ oull be w1nc consobtion to tl pulli<' if tltc 
ultimate l.uyu·},ad L,·ndi!l·d-l.ut to tit" ,ui,ldlcman. 

'11,., luntl t• itnl,t~iry, , .. abhlin., aluug \\illtoul an.} 
,]( fimfe l.rm~d~d ..: uf ito.,·lf and i norino th~.: 0111lilim 
luhl, I' \\hidt it.~ pn ,ILK t \\,.<; lin . .!!,. m<'r, h .. ndist·.l, 
fu1 dly pul it .-If in Hlv position nf II,,.\, nl.,·\; fanmr 
\.ltn loU lois ,I, ct, .•. tl, .. ( "ltl' d \\c>ll, Lui ,,l..d he d 
didn'( :.eu1 (o d,) I tim 110 good." 'II .. · lmnl, •. t· indu.f1 y 
h. s ca{cn well ,JOuglt, but what il It 1S t.IIC'n I1.J,,j 
'itamins. H h:~s made man·, lolls prn,.rc~s in logf!ing 
and manufacture. Hs iinancin~ has bt·~n clc' ~r, somo:­
tin cs hrilli .mt. 1 I.nl it not h,·L·n, ( hC' pwduc,·r s would 
lt.ne l,,•en i11 th dikh long ilf,ll. The s,,J, .uwn of 
lwnhtl, hy and !tJ•gc, lta,·c L..:..:n J''~t .1~ d, \c· t· •• ~any 
1 llllt Sili..-Snll'n. Hul :;OJ•hofhill~ lt.o'; Lc<il l..d.iub. 

)> \\ill, llw id,,J !hal this !.td.inC! t bit< Ill ,.,,td,l be 
l Ji .c.nu~:d ;•rHI tppli..:.l to tlu.: ailing iu,lu t.y, tl,e 

~ 
I 

As~ 
nocthw••;( hm>l"'"""• o' ~< nnml." '3 
tbe.n, ,1..:, id,d (o g•> j,,( tl" • 11 tn.ul.d an l { -1 II 
1.. t di tt,uo ti ·i.tu av. il II .• \1 ,I ll.o..:y 1 • I •" 1 ,,, l 
in piratiul \\lt.n {], .Ito c t ulH ... l (u cl )· 

'I I.e public It,,, a ddtnik an .I in11 rl nl .• ! . .I.e in !I is 
worL "lltt I~· l(' (' II . r .. c IS i "'" .. I llll\ 

lm in<'~S. Tit>:' ulili1 f'on of II f, t .. ,( 1 . It;, Is 11ith 
lhL· [,·,1 t po ill \ , I i ,, n,t!h 1 ,I m.df, 1 tip <tit.! 
CC'OIIOill'. 1\ [lf,,f,(, !,, l.unbc·l J<lllt, <~y, 1 t , ti I •I 

lOlllld [•l'in,itl , \ill l . , hi 1, t .tiu • 
<td-.. \(t' .nc 1'. \ di, t~ani·,, !.,, ,,·g.1li 1 oll,u.tl a· 
mt·n. l.• L in(, ul U[ 1 ! , ltin, I i j .\c 111 .11 •llll 't 
lhc• WO<Hf.. :. hludo lhl lt.llll. 1! llll' It ill., ,1'> I 

as p1s il 1,•, t<., trJks,.; of the d .! ll( > 1 tl < 'I • 
indusfty, ,,i!l,tdninly ,;,tsl..: 11 ill.-.!r time nor moO•' 
in ICfurtsLdi, n prujt·ds. 

A It ,·.Hiv (\ j, ud Grco..:lc·y hm; sue •. ful r !:lund ,I 
!Ill! ltl .• { ,·flil p t I:.; •• r \\Ita I I~ i•> ''"' ollllC a t:<lll P• ... ho..: tiSi\;: 
~ .. )\ !ltl\~ .. l ['lllol'illtl of It r.m.sl.di .. u. Folll' ~to..:ps. he 
ituli nll~ .• arClll<• .~ill\ iftlt, r,apl1 hHtullll f11 t.1n·l 
St'ulwl l'l'nps l)l' lintln.'l' i I 1 lo. Lridt, •d \\ i h ,1, I 
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Roo • ll nnd I he '"'t tll"! "odt ,( I inti Hit "c t, I t• 

l ice 1'1 ( 1 ,tf l•undl.'· h1.cd, nntl tl .:t ... i; tW IJl'l .. linn 
fltrd thr ,. perf, t 111 d n puhlic· ··o.:rvi<.:c. Tt "liS \ll'll (tt 

wll nlh:ntiou lu the )H'c•ple lh·tl in the lore-;( l:mdo; 
!hcrl' was ,, pui,Ji·· hcri ln~;e and :l puhlic lrlt'-:l: nnd 
nne tha t our;hl lo he sup~:rviscd anJ admini:;lcrcJ 
wi!'cl_y. 

In Roc Hit'•: lin •·. •ttl • lv c·w1ld p • pil,h ha\' 
f•ll<' < n \\It 1l It, .. h 'PI 11 I in lite h1rnl 1 in ltr I!,\ 
'I h · "t'ml r I 11 tin.'' I· ol I like ;t ' •I •p~:cl r, •1• I 

1 1 1, l<• l.t< (I o; nthu i I· l<~r c ••n· t 'alio•t lul to 
c 'I' ,J,lc .mcl!ht" ·ltUul lc r lc t". \\'Ito uHtllthcn I 'I -

· · th t con rd<, dtP lUJ, I steel. L'l 11111 1 al. 
· • l titut 'l m 1clc c•f •u 1 •nc \HI-;Ic, ~hippin~ ', 
mnd· of ft!J r I• trd ,. mrlc1 rr:•dunll,} 'rc~:p into tlt · 
111 r1 l fnr titllt 1 pr' luds :md c·ut the per Cotl'ita 
, n umntinn , f lit hth:.r to !he l·l·cdinG poinr! 
\\1 • < •uld hr\\c Iorch ld th tt, in spdc of the ,.a t 
I I' i1w op ra(ii'Tl", titer·' as .1 scnmd ['lf wth of tim-
1 · hu tlin ri '•l :tlon Ill (>mplic:•lc.: the situn!ion? 
\\'c mn_v -...v sirnp1v tlt"ll the ftJtcs!crs made a had 
cu ''!ten th y concluded that. we were c;oinr; head­
on lt>\"ltrd .t Jnminc. 

011rin~ !hal p~.:tioJ t··l n the threat of government. 
lc'lc.:rv_.tion was ltccncsl, not less than a million 

I 
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m illio n bnarcl f,•d of lirnl•e r pasc1•d fmm the ! 0\ •rnu 
llH'Bt in(P I he hand; of prival<' in.livi lu I . •• h \' 
hou hi omctlting.'' as lhC' ph· • i . 'l hC'r ·.._r..! o 
'1rid nh;, '<lllll' of tl em pu I f, rluilous til the 

n l'rnnC'iscn C'arthqual;c .u d {, '· fltat I d the 
IJ!l IK·rmcn to hilc on mnrc !han I' y \\' rc iln 11\­

goin• In he> abk· fn d it•,•sl. Thl' '1.111 ,,.,J;Ici o clisn I :r 
cr<'nll·,l oycrni bt .~ d,m.ln<l f11r a launclrcd 1 1illi.m f· •l 
of hn 1l• 1'. 1 ' ,.,. scrap nl' huildin mn( ·ri I that 
could lw r;J);e,l .tn1l S<'r,lp d up in t1 c y J of1 tlw 
Paci ;c Coas{ luml cnnl'n \ '> in d nd. 11 i ci-
d.:nl was n·ll,·dcd in .1 \\,1\'C of 5p ul di lili1hcr 
lu,yinr, at lop price<;. , 

f\\ l !'Onsid •ration<;-;! {;J'.:IdUaJ rontrnc!ion of de­
In' nd nnd l h.: natural, halllh uspcrt~d r. f,ll'CSf <lion 
01 !he cul -lln't' lnnds in tl Fast a ad South-Hit 1 l 
r ul! in only onC' t hin~ : mc1procludion. ,\nd O\'C'r· 
(' l<c lion, he> ,j,],s being :Ill n·il 1 I tfc;,•lf ((I :tn in• 
du f•,v. if not t r J,. in !,ringing hm w n Jo( of oil r 
('\·il. for C'Oillpal "· Th l ,, \\ hn l.no\\' tal !I<· o:· noll. in r 

of the luml cr indns!rv ma\' ask: "l f II luml .r c0m­
r nics nrc m·crprod;!('l'd,. \\hV tlnn'f thC'\' jus( C'llf 

,).,\Ill pro,ludi n'." I hat sounds absurdly implr. 
I I<' all,•xt ~md, ~implc !illf. ·sti(lns, there may 1 c n 
d f, d 111 it. 

'II, '\\a cr of sf.mdin~; limhcr has an investment, 
u u "'' linnnc,d \\ilh l oa-ro\\ I monl'V nt ll 11< t-1• l­

lcm r.1fc <ll int('rcst. \\llie!J I.e can Ji,juulate o I l r 
lumin !1!.11 limb r inl<l lumh r. S I n a. th 
timb •r, m !u1 :md fcndin to 1 Ol"••rm~(t 
sl.mtlinr,. not onl,v these inlc ~" (,It 1rg(' lu( ( 
l'llll 0 1. 
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When men cv lop! 

If your husband is oiving too much 
of I ims f physically and mvntolly to 
his bu i ~ss . .. considcr tho virtues of 

For syslt motic: r st •.. c:on -
pi t change ofsccne ... nothing can 
equal an occa' vo ag • Wond~rful 
I o 1 quickly tired boda s and mind, 

pond to thas s!Jmulotiug trcotm nt I 
t an bre L s I.e nand f sh-sun­
sl ine chockful of hcoltlol A sco trip 
i tl. so\ i n cur I 1 t u ~ I "> 

tc rcl I" laHul 1 i ,d n ., 
nu ual I ool,t~,,' Wat 11 

W&~ rll'E s·w· 
l2 [:) s y ~l 

ll 0 5 
llUf 
f:LEV 

J 



\" 0 n J. D ' !'l W 0 R l\ j o r N 0 \' 1: f.\ 11 E It 1 ::!2 ,, ----
:....:..:~----------- ---- ----

A 

;\fosc investors J,m,r 
, ume to rtal1u t!..H 

se. ontd romn:on 

srod1s f f d1r J '"'' 
Cl .I co. porations . 

.. I rl ! . 

Available 
<fl11 (,(I ltl !J il T 

Il. II( or 
J,, 

I>e kr 

r~·· 
( 

L , 

0 0 

lv ORE t han any other single factor, tram­
- ;"C'.-Jtion h "h, lpctlto huil i our mod­

ctn civili:.::ttion anJ cstahli~h our intlu trial 
Hlprcmacy. Since t I c first r.ulroad was ct 11 t l 
in 1830, millions of unprochh'tive acr~s in tl c 
Unit"'d State-; ha\'c b.:-cn put to wot L; sp t: ly 
f ·ttlcd bnd!i have Jc\·doped into tlntving 
cicies an,J commonw,·alths; wealth has .tccu­
mubtcJ; popnl.1tion has incr a.lJ tmm 
12,t)00,000 tn mer 120,000,000. 

Mon·ll A\ 

Th.: C<1mmon storks umkrlying thi ltrgl.' t of all fixed 
tru {S CO!I llhtt.! .t VO:fltJ!JI, ,Ill <0Cf\Ly. t!d, Ttl 

A~n R!Co\N 'l ht s·r flu \ltE , rei' ... un ~ as 1t d 
(\\','Ill}' d Ill f 0\\ll lllH' tin 11\S I I 0 H.: ,m,l IlL\<\ lv 

I Ill• ''" f.:.ltllll.: , C• .nm.r,d, ir If t , • II 
d 1r' , ... It I · l~.~n ·I tly d .... "dcri .1 

.. sa < ompl.:t.. inv. tnwm 1 n1 ;r 1111. 

T!te__y C!tose a Fort'~la! 
l 

(I 
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T 001\. 1'\(; back thirll vc:m, to Ge" sawmill, were IH'in~ built :til worl<l') 1t·ronl p1ndunion lor one 1~ ,, 
Lt1..:~1Hinr;n119~K. in':u1diOJLto 1cr tlw ;\;c.tthll'tsr, iu hoth tl11· lu ~idr iu ti lttlulllh." 'Jlu.; \\obi,Jit> Ji;m 
lt·t.tpllll< til l spirit oltl1c tiiiH ~.llld tdpitH•clistri't'. ' (ft l'y\u'l!'big).\n, (1.\\.\V.) lrtdgrmllll t.tl:triunutn· h.ll 
pl.tn·, it stems unt tl..cl tint the 1' t· tct 111ill~ tit m ll't'll' 1 ' ' r sc·c·u hr. (,,,~ lut "''' 111 spit it; .tid .1 l1la1k oh 

• tltr l'\mthwtst o , lot tlt:tl llllll r I• . So 1;e1c tltc tr !u I nrnc1 t!, ,, ~t111lltot e lu .ufl11tt iu /'/,. ln.l f· do' 
th lumu r indu''''' of the 1 i m. • " mlpJuiul l111' mitt \wl it '·" 111 I lim/, .: II , llollh o• lc ,11111 

H.:.tlitcdtht•import·t;tn· oft lu• llttl.tl 1 l''"ll t! \ 11ltcn ~wtll' ptpcr iu Sl.11 ~ 1 ith Hijh ll.dl ('"''''h. the 
ol ( olotHl \\illbnt B. (;ntf<y. ()!( oil 01 \\' •• ltingtllfltu tlllllll 11· 11 ... tllll<ll lll< lllllllh •ll 1 <.did (,tH 

Ttuc, he h.Hllc ft hi., eli tiu ui,Jtt·d p ll t pr<>lltll tla.ll .1 h•1 tl ln.' •in~ htt\tllt lc uleh of lfu, 1• liod ult n the 
JW>t as ( hul Futr,trr of th lnil(d < •llcllll hHI Jill l!l.ul .r ru, tlltll I d 1111 of tlu hctlllt\ I h d the 
't:ttes tn t .tl.c dtn ,. nf tht• \\t t 
<: 1 l Ltalllhr llt llll'~ \.,S•H i 111011, 11111 

th.tt \\'I~ 110 t ttl It Sit tf itt)., t \till I (e J\11·nwriul In u I rt•o~l 'iJii;~ 
\ l'l ~j\('11 3 dCCClll ( JlOll J. \ [( ll lt. l\1' IOUtf.1J J .1L a ~t • .. t lh '" t ~ I 

I lilt <pti l Itt tdlill('\ tlt:tt ll I I 11, II 

til r di 11 lrt d lt•llll tiH . <u 1 of 
.l .tll~< tn.lt llltott., till · .tntic c I'""''' 
I. • . aud ti H' 1 ti,t .,J l'1ol .. lllltOii 

• (Ill~ lltllH li(, ,, oill I ( hmd tllll' 
1 II, on nf \\ltich, I I<< 111 ~ 

• 1 l.llitt0 iu <olljlln< ti •II with till' 
I oil 1 10<1111 of a \lll, tll s tll'lllill uc.n 
< hrl .. tlts \ \'.1 !tin 1011. 

It ~a JHiiod '''' n the ~ocotllrd 
hu iiHss P'r."' of dtilv llt\\''flltJCI' 
h.t.l "(Jill' IICI' \1 ild ll ' J"Ilill<~ tit .• til 
loll! i111 llcld> lt• "~.tins' ol tlw \ It ttl, 
ol l'i1111tll) t'll't}tltlll• flotd I llll l l 
St.IIC'i SttPI 1, a '1'"'\tiottii,J,. n11tht 
t t • cd iu 111 dlltf '' 1111 in .t llltillt t • 

llllt.li.tl fl&llll Sl\ dlt l 
0

llliX d II I; 
g lw• ::lttd ~01111 snrt of pit lt r. I Hit 

a numbt·t nf tailw:~ds 1 •ere li\lrd 
nlu c hip ~tori,.,. 

1)( riiP til(' f.tC( lh:tl titt' prr Clf tl J 
11 s•· ,,r ltt .~tl .. r i11 til< ' lluit,·. l s~.,,, 

lt.ul 1,(( '' l.dtin~ st~.ulil~ ~ iu11• l'lllfo 
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( r•, il' '"'~ lir,l ,\nw.-i<·:m-lr:tilll l f•11· 
, a.. r t•• lu ,·~u.u· Ct.h f hf Fu,,.l !-1 ,j, ,. 

now known a~ tiH' Ro:tring Twcnti~~. 
:uHl it ,,·a~ 11und, rlnl indeed. Alt. ,)~t 
si te< n montlts n·tn:tinl'd before lit· 
" ldPn '<'lhp <' ol thC' gilt-ul -~ I 

h r'· tt.llllt ~ .11 (' 1\'arnin~ of till' 
I ouit t c lllC. 
To II · ·IJC'I alu.lt ion I h:tt ndtiJI'l 

pre>~~ 1101 tl c industry quitC' lt.tll I 
1 importallCL' ol ( .rn Icy rum it. ) 
, st. I should make an 'xn ptio . 

[
I hi, 1.:ts Cnng(' S. Long, tiH· T .II 

I i o1l; ol tltt '"' ynh:tt U~l I' inlLTCSI 
1 11> 1ns pula lfl'i more rc•spomil•lc 
lor thP ,., nt than any otltt·r Jl<'t:.on. 
I fed ~urr tlti~ 11 l't' lnmlallll:tll, and 

r 'l:thh a 1, 1 )' 1 II" of It is. cnllt.t!-\li<'S, 
Q 1 •1•/) th<} ,1u d d Cru·J, y. 

11 tltt. Itt ,t toty I wnHC' :d11 ttl the 
Inti• I. I 'I c.t .. l 1\11. Lon, ~~ s.J)'· 

itt "tit• 1 no one in i\m~t ir.t 
IJt.:IICl loll<d lot thC' llost;" 111d til 
Itt. d flt tltis stoty td Jl((] 10 (,. c. 
h 1 ·"· ···11Jv :'-l.t!J \\ Lo is ro t>itll 1'(­
l) >Iilli< s , 1 \\, q t:cnst I utn!J .::.J 
i <I< 1< r in llt\' 1il, 1\'lotc .1 tttllt·lt,. d. 

\,r tht tc ;,; , little iu mv. 1 • ot 
i11 111 :11 cl),IJII'i tl tit time to 

lot J,u I· 
IJ,.,· l~hidt, I in~ tb tit Ill• '• \ 1 h' 

n;JtllJ. tl} It• dd) st11h. !11 thi, t· 

I•:Jtd I lllld •lll I lcl I j I till' T 1'1 
tll 1 ttil ~I Co\,lt'd tl.OJI)!.d 

\\ , It. r1u f •Y •n;, I! 2H tit t thou, h 
( lloud Jlt! his 11>1'1> 1 , uld 

udr , of timh. 1 'ti'l~ in d.c 
i d 11 1,1 1'tH <' to 

fll•ll ldt d,J(tS 
of it> II r !In(' ~. he ,, <Ill l 10 L .. u 
dt \\ I h t.tl \\11 11 It< t .<lilt lt1 tftt• II 1\. 

G
lq llulllll th:ll WJ, to d \LJlt: i1 

lilt II~ (0 "tt.tdl' J>l<~lllti(IOII , .llh :--1 
tisin ' :told til(• .dli1 d .11 h ill tl i::J 
fi<H 

.\1 :;thh .lllllilt•roan (1 1):;0) uf \ult. l't r.· 11~ 
11. II. (I (l•lolll, \, J·. ll.lhl I • J. JJ ...... 

.if 1 I , i]o1lt' I\ h:ll 111111< .J Olit to he th 
~I( , 111 I\ IILJ.jor :Jet •t.lpli~_lmlttt!D ...1 

L...J Ill> .IS I \(( I[ \1':15 llh •• ,!II ht I > ~ 
tt. <. ltf', i1 ilitin 'nf 1h~ Old <.u r.l ' 

I 
lllllll 1111• 11. It 1 l\'it11in i\ tnn lnu­
t tl \ rIll. 111 ll 1 it • dt .11 ing; latt 
1 r. 1. I It 1'1 1 111 d In I 1101\ .t f, 11 

I IIH ilt.ti,H Ill'\ ith \.ltt}IJI 

\ IJlCit • dt ti,Itlttl L 'i\ ilitillt~ 
i 1111 1, l 1L "' 

\vll.t 11 j, d \V,st Co:tst huuhc I· 

lllCIIintl_l1 t>l th t•p••tlllt~tt 
1 I d \ J,l tllng tiJo I. l Iuton 111 tl 

'' ltld.tll\ •f'J!Iicd 10 tilun 
lt:m in mulia .: , ontlilio, ol 

' r ir JIJtl,d . For tl1 ln:>t tit i,, 
~ , 1 t' I lttloli< ~ !llnlh< 1 I .1~ 1 •. dlv 

L .1111 th • (I>Jotp.titi >II \\ltidt J •1) Jif:,.. 
I 11 I tildi11 • up I>J1 111.111) ) , , 

·, l.r ( I 11 • " tl1 .t h ''",. d i 11 () t I. , 

hi 
!JL, 
. ~ 
l ,, 

I 
I I 

,,b 
l.u 
iu 
tltc 
till 
di. 
It 



I(• 

• J". I 

..,,, rl 

I ''co 
rn ,,·.,r I il rn I' I . "hith I • 11 uf '"" t I .,,;r,,t C'l' 1 i in 
• 1 Ja1• (,r,•t'lf r J.nltur tlllf~ \\jJJ nJ U I n)O:lllf'l' .tllli'\Cii\I'IIC<S n( {;I IIIII''' 

thin • I h In 1 kll'''' 11 •tiJou• lu.: 
\ Ill }l) If IIHJolltt r lot'l~lll: I I I· 

111 of tlt t1 tcgic n. lit• :tbu I' •~<: 
ol lti H Jali\t\ \diU l<ll '('II t.tti lh 

h:td IIIII .I ~llt,tll '11\"lllill l)il VLI· 

nt•Jtll\ \\'ino ·~1-i l~in~r. c;n:n whLtl 
1h,1t .1111 '' t.dlul tlw Onic 11, 
.tttd )t ul Clll • 'J'IIIIl' ll.lllllS" for tilt' 

Bn, n u tl 1 1 

'Jill (', [f)ll' I ,·,,,,,, p) l I I h 
hl· h.•d IOllL Sill< 

111. Botn 
t tt , nd 

tlul 

It I. ho"l 11 ..., 11 I 
<111;1{-:ld l~titlh ill 

\) 

~ . 

rz 
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'lnl 

tl 
·.~.). 

, ,, 1 1n) ud 1 

l):::<l~•,til I
1

:f~l
1

t~ .:(l!:~·;.n
11

im~•itt:f ··~1 
st ul< d 'fliiH 1 111' in Fn·nd1 lo "'in" t, lilt· 
1 itt~~~- ... I >I OJ I' thin~, \\1' :thlln l Ll" (I> JtoJd tlt.H jl<hi l itlll, )I I i 

t1 a wu· \\irh lt.tnt•, ' 111 ~" dt'fl 01, J·rtnow, l'utth<•l :uul 
lltNllCl. one of (.1 I 's Ho,, (.,;t\C, .ill ld'thtd jllll 1 th<u 
nht•t. ll osnHr It-It L'lllJ>Iny- lltiniJ~,hrn I. \\!Jrnlo&Hil) llll,L 

11 1 tliC' Jhonl.s-St .1nlon I 11111· ••lei :t 1 hief, the l".1r< I •' t c ' .• ~ 
pat!\, P.tnd, Oi tt'Oil,l•l join tlrrHh \Cll indmllillllt I ''ill• the 

h 1 n• illl'<l>. lie in 11 that I .h<t of il ud l'inth111, t •II· 
:t Ft nIt lotr t ithJJl'llllr 11i((l In ncdllt ll Y.111l.t · boru in lilt;:> .uHI 
lint: llo lllC't'~ rmnp.tn\ lin lt.Jilr-; u~tdt1' ~otll cti\"< ,Js 
t. d1 1" \l'l} 11\'1' lite .\Jil('ti(.llh 1111 , SIIJIWIIIlll , p 
IJJ,)I..('. OJ tiH• ltuu It lu11tilll pd .. , , 'J lu I i 111 ,f jnd olt. 
I to,tntT ,,,., 11-;, tht f<-llin • 111 :1 mid F~.~nn 111 loll ~II')'. 
I ill• '1pJi111T \ ',l'o .Ill <)( f.t~iull. 'Jt II'· I III£11Cd ltntJil • .tu J 
tfllilld .1 lull d •y." \, id Ill'. "for liilll 
to tllllit .til tlu· W i )( tlut 111~d .1 

J dIll !J fc I •q Jnol, Jike .1 }, Ill Ill I 

fton1 I do'· A11d llll lH nrltm~ll t:\tl 
1 ual(,l to talk ,,uh I th hand~ on 
.t s 111 • • H,• t'tll Inn:.' Hrytl1i11 hut 
he 1 1 1 ,.,)'a \1111d. 

J I , I r::llcl I th \f.tjor John 1>. l•L 1\' 

5e 
1 l.ts\ifit .t tion ol kd '1.11 lalllk l'or 
tltc IH ll.l lollf!U'II )t".ll~ l'ith I )l di 
1 ,J., d .lstoll"hiug 1 i •o1 in t Ia 1.tan 
ui11•; .111<l ll> 1 uttou c,l bth(<' i\e 
II 1\'l' llll II ,jOJI d \Ill I Ioili 11. Jt 
IS I Ill too IIIII( It to '1 1ft II l'indtot 
.tlld ' t h , dot<' llw 'It, .tl , c 1111 

tltiu" of·', 111,.uh 1, ,, .. ,. l.n •tl) rr 
'Jlllll ill· lot "'E;·• 1111 th I 01(')1 

S.t 'j,, 
lln,J, r 1'1111 lw1 tit(' n" •~ion of J'o1. 

'~'' •• '' 111 lt.dl , do {II} .11~ lrow 
.1 , dr c I 'h '," n n t • mm e than 



I' 
of 

~~· '• 

~ (; l Ill 

0 . 
) 

o[ t 

t 1 ii_J l"St !"11 II 

I) c h 1 I \ (I ndt I 

II , ·" 1 m.u !-.eel, 1 illn.11l)' all\\ ho 

COil( HI \\it Jt hiP I \\It h tht 
" ol( l II )"• Like I J,lll\ ,1 

111 ••ll1u hdtl. l'indwt'' 
h 111; 11 d into d "1111. I o 

dol'hl l'i 11ll!lt \\,1 111 l ouhl (.;u,f I. 
u I 1 ,1 ''(..on U\'llion" '' '' con 
llllc.:d. Nol 1011 JIJ,lll\ of th · 'onn·~ 

(r 1 ,ttl \\h" r 1111 unckt hi, inllu -
1• \\c.: I c.: itlllimd to doubt Stl ip· 

ll " 

~ 
\ ot 11 " II ( ;1 dq. hn11 < \ l'l. nc';';\ 
~ dur' 1 d hdi Is ol hh own: I 

liS IJ.1d.bunc was ju~L .1> still .1~ 

Abou tl u I o 

}II !'Ill/If r .~ o•f I I fiToll/11 ll.t/ 



Jim 1< H'l" • ar·• ;, I k1ll 
fu1 I I ( l'l't'IJ Jl li .. rl 

II I . imJI "" , ;,., "'' nl 
'\ C I \ "I" ,. ( ,,, I ' I lr , It 

Ct·r. h•\ rc-rt•iH I 11"<'1 f.1rm .. ,,.ojti .. 111 
(1\ II I I li (<1'11111) I 

~ 
'? 
~ 

J 
..:} 
\ 
(; 

~ 
G..., 

¢ 

i 

tl inua I 

1 tdu.tl h 
'I 1 hu r<~ ol Ill\ o\\'t 
Cd r,d It Ill ons hl'tl\'!'l'll 

rst Srt\Ht· and lilt' lumh 'I' 1 
11\. l:otlt J'indtot ;md Jtj, , l11 I 

"''"'It. had b('t'tl <llthpo~tll 111 

llu·ir rnnd<"tun:lli"n ol lunll•tlllH 11 
S dt'\;t\l.lttllS. llldt td, lit''\ .111 

~ Jll Oj t ti giH II Cl t:dil fpJ' thC' t lt~'lt 
~ il 111 c- .,( II hm tH d "I imhl 1 B 11 nu. 

Cr,•••lt·' at cletlit·ation 
(Jr (I ''"·-~·II· rb.u·L 
J d •1 il'JI \ iu l'J,,,,., 
\ 11h 1 .1' !'11 lUlU I (f.) 

·•Ill 't alllll.tll f Hllha!"' 

2 

' ( olon< 1 ( •t<'dC\' 

'(Jtht•d hi\ ht·r'''· lw 
J,okt·d .It th 1'1 t• II 'I IIi< 5Hi< 

pit I lilt: liliOll~h t)j It 1<'111 

: lt~'l'· l'itllhfll ,11\ .tn i 
,,,,I!Jt·d Ill It I .111d dl'slllllll\ 1 X· 

pl•lll. 111111 th.tt it \\'0\lld "'' l.tllllltl 1 

Ill olt,ln':ll (olttlt\ ~1\ ,\lilt 

••olloltll\ "'< lntdttll'd 11i1h tl ·'I' 
I J \ lll.lll'll d .tlld \ lilt 1.1\ 'tlt.t It· 

of the lt~ai,J' 
tf II Itt, I 

C , I } 

,r 

(. 

" 

tl 
it 
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II 

I I '· 
II 

t\1 

IU\ 

c rh· 
lllhl 
tnhc 
1 the 
liid 

•light 

I (.ft, '•, '" ,t \ I \ ht 'f n•r \ Inc•. 
, the I'J.> ~ 11111 tin~: 1 "' lll'l<l in l'lllt hllll 

•• 1 I I'" I J k iJ'I l.l it, .IIIII 
~ I (I I i tlh j'lthJj hl(J 

r:it' Ill !'inc""'· nn lnnn~r \ ith 
l••tr 1 •, 1 i< . thnt"'h rill a 
![ul I 11 :tJtlflll • it ~ lnll~ll r~. 

I ill I p•JJI ttl!! t.oi t d hi, \Pi< C. 
• ' . ~" If' tn ld rl w llnil! d !it Ill', 
'h itcii',,, IJ of d csu utt i\1~ lumhct-.. 

I'~· 

l.11 1t \ lt'IIJ;tin•·d \\ i1h dot I" l'l 
llitl'. hut clid nothing to <pulify 

J 
f.nl. l,u. Jr, ' .. , ., ("hu.-• .If' Ill t nr fi\\:Hflinn lrt. (.,.,,. 'Tr1i4i ., In 
Ho ultCII 0, 'J(u(to• ti,UII, (u•:u( <If ( hampiun J'apl'r .\: 1-ihrC t.<IIIIJHIII~ 

'..J '1 C> l.v' <:I r,z../.) ~ '?/-'Y t ' ~ o:-'l 
"' hi' llj'ttll . I lt>IIIHI." Ill' ,,lid IIIII! h J "' 1111;1 11/1 lit\. Ill' I II ) "' lor 

ltlot , "th.H I l1.1d lo·. l t:t , t t: in tilt " c '' 1 !\,Ilion. ' I hr it llli,,Hic, I 
l t:lllp lr 11l con t'l\otion 1111 Hhol< ~ <I J\(1[ 111011 ' th;111 llll!l'. dt.lll I 
l ~ltl!d \\llllll ill \\',r,Jtill '\11111" ·a \lll l' l it :111 jlllhlir· OJ' IIlioll to ,1 I ] 

(l'illt hnl\ hrntH .) ~ 111 11 kahlt: d t 'IU'. It ;til hut t: lll! I 
!'1 ' 1 h IJh th i, j , 1hc pl.uc to 111111 the "old tt.tditinn of lrcl' l.111d. ft 1 

lion thtt ~~~ l.n :t~ I h ,nt• 111'(; 11 dolt ~ lituhtt, ,!ltd iru xlt:nt~tibk loll'l'' 
lo k ''II, (;lt't It' lll'H 1 'l"'ht til ol10 j i'Vot •ht lt'.l'l of it o; inllucllll lid• \ 

l'i111 hrJt . I\ ho111 hr of It' ll tit.•• 111 • t1 .111111 uf lllt:ll in lt rh n it II lo11 t1 v • 

i11cl. 111 tht 1 I\ rh I hc<ttlllll l',""l.· \\'hcu th!' Ill '\\' tCilltny open~.:d 
\t'lt. ·" ju,f tlu· 1 ight II It'll lll't"tkd lto (Tum lu fur..,r · f'J~) 

( '· ,, I •I 
• I rr nt ' >U UU ! ·r 
I'm l (;:unlol~ 'I• c I nrm 



\ t.l I 

I I I 
1 dt 

I IIIC"S riddJ1 d \\ ith 

'· I 

11 1o • •• ~ iu • 1 .tlinn .11 llillatiJ.t. 

\ sl<JI\ i i ,,Jr" '"" n'll1ark:ildc 
I' llll "' 11 •1\ \'IH'Il' .Ill\ llldl I I. 
'" 11 is .t 1l 11l'11• c 111 tilt in •tlllt l)' 

of l'at hoi\ :nul hi.; tlt'\1; \dlltC 

h 11 1,. '' , IJli'Jlll-tnl 1m soil 1 onditinn· 
ill" anal "''hid !'ttl\l'inn-sawdll\1 
·,, \ inl•l ft nit par~:rging ~and wor .1 
lln11t chi]' .lit 1:aillll ln \111in h 
lor p·q 11 naki11g. 

:\1., ' \'mds havr hern h:tndinl 
IJI'l I" 1<) j (ll },]•,1111' (c ;aliO\ Ill 

tlu e pH,l'llt tlnc.rt ol imc<.t 111 

It t ti• in forc·,t 1<1:111 ..,.<'lllclll to 
btr 1!. nut in hot 1\',III.IIt' in tlli, 
n·ntl d ."latll.l an•:t. 

tlH'r<' \It'll' hut l\l'o S< laooh lll for­
tstn· in til<' l'nir d '>t.rt1 "ta· :11 
< •ll.nlll. the • thn 1111 the \ .andt 1 hilt 
1 ,t.tl<' in 1\ .. 1tll C:;nulin·,, I 11, \'.dt• 
"ll< >J. O)lltll d Ill ]!hill W:h tlldtnlt'd 

"' tl1c· !'in h H f.unih II,C'Il I' I'J t'i 
Ul C•lll ~ :. Ill lllliH'l'SIII(~ 

1 II 1<', d ,1; i<ll'lSl I, ill 1!1111. M \ 

• !llft:n •• 111d in I!JI!. lll't'lltl lo111 
:\!{',.tl\1 ltih·. lullllJliiiHII and ollll'l 

'ri\,11£ lot st 0\llhl\ \\I'll put on 
he dd111 i". j0111 nali h of t 
lllcJ. t.tl'.lll, '!ltll11l \\Ill Cjllicl I 

Ill'~' ·' '" 11 t.trgc 1. I h< ,. t111 11 

ppih 1111111 .rtl.lt b 1111 tltt' () I 
11'1, illt "illl~·ll' IIIISI, tilt: ;\ at 
a!.. l"'i .and tllht t t.anda1al pt II 

I IIi<'· Ill l1 •lJ' 1111 iaHI~I) .11 till' dt I· 
llllh ul tlw tinii1U, lin· 1111" 1 

d 0\ ( <Hit I HI\' \\he I 11'(•1 I' lll' I ,I 
dtrllalin tltt fl•llllln. a 1 1 

!,11 l II• II, 'P"ilill llloctl<~. <If 1,, 
II~ .llrd ''·"' ,,·jd, 1111 ir sl.hll lod 

'a 1d,t,l, I ,,, i11, 1 l,nJ. tOIIltll< 1 II· 

\1 1"1 d 1 1tl "'' tC I an• h •h ol 
I \ll,lld, ol ],h,lrlllll4 511., 'IIIII 

'"' ·~ \lllllo]"· 
lit .t', I•, d,, !'Llll' of lht• ])p1·il 

111d .dl 111, lllini;,"'· l.1v ti ll' loll'~t 
J'llloll'l .rJ ... , 

\\ h111 1hi, 1 ru'>ade gur goin~ f1111 
ltl.l\t, the lolt''l .Srnict· \\'.t~ ton 

r. 111!\' Inc!•·• 11·.! l 1) llt'l'LIIH ,. wril­
' I' .111d II( '''J'·IJ'l'l lC'IIIII lt·J , 111,1111' 

ol di<Jillla.u iiHI inlttl\1 illl<lt"ll)' 

1\lliltl ,.,,,Jill) IIJI I fl11id f.-:lllltt 

/,MERICAN FORESTS 

I 

t 11 dust!} 
I II' (I nl ill tf.t: fi rill 
'"' J, of l'at 1\'CJI}: " J he I~ or t 
'> I\ l(C hould t,,. COIIIIllCIIII tl fm· i1~ 
s1 tf'd) :llllllll one 1ltt lull gr.JVit) 
of lit .111 cl. w.ts l<t·o~llil.cd \II 
grol't'IIIIIH 11111 agcnq• II' 1 11lS • '' •~ 
Jllllllljlt nd C'lllciu11." 

!1 rite 'onh or uotlttt inclu try 
p 11111: "IIHII h tit llf'n tl} 

I 1 111<lt prC'.td lliOg"llitloll of tilt' 
lltl rh II \H' lltml I lllllj tv c,dv •. l! 
I kdh d. lin• wr tkliH'tl 111d "· iml· 
II 1\llllCC~lO.tiOicJJmillupolp l 

q11d mit~ 111 lht• ll:ltur I hac o I 
ground'i.' 

Greeley Went West 

Sltll l 11ith 
'1 iutin.al. 
tlwu .• nd 
,111"111.11 ]\• 

(1,,,, I I,:!· 

""II' llltnhcllll:tn '"' arch . 
( •II lIt) \ jl.ll I( (Ill, \\']liCit 
!at< l h 1d lh II o1i1 , \1:1' 

lt~tnl I 1 .a d ltllllillld 
\1 Oil • II, .l ( 111,.1111 .. \\'"" I 1111 ll d 111'1· 
,elf h J ... 1 d' \11 1\jlf' .11 d 1 Ito dt·· 

ltlt.uht l\clu1 outttliin• 
''l qtl u," lit ( >I• II I d1 llloltii.JI 

111111 lu r ll.lloll', L11r I 1.111< It, '"" 
\IIlii II,, .al ~]>:1<< 1111' J.,l 0111 ol tlu 

lit II p <pe ; .mal \ ], I IJ W.lllll d 
·" I llllllllll •• ~ht. I II It II lilt 

till· I illd ol .hill. Col\11 I II} "'' 
11111 llt'a1 't '·lf" inn .. 1 .\! \II 1 I I 
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LUMBER WORLD REVIEW 

• * t. 

St1pplyir1g The American Army With Timber 
I 

By W . D. GREE L E Y, Li eutenant Coloao l of E o'!; ., ,,.,,. .•. 

,J oh11a 1 of engi nocr>~ in the Canatliun army 
:mci;e!l one day. when w e w ere dividing 
M1111lic timher chancc:; i n t h e V oHgos mouu-
1'...; bel ween the A met lean and Jlrltish (or­
'o/<·orp~ : 'Thi s war h as show n more clcar­
/~n anyth ing else that manl<ind cannot un­
•h l;e anyth ing without lumber.' T h<' stag­
~ quantities o f t imber COil!lUillCd by t he 
:,.,- J :nm irs in al most ovNy phase of m ill­
~ f ope rat ions. 1 rom the ba !<e ports on th f' 

t il' rr•ast to th e front lin<' trenC'hC!l. ln(li­
' ' i ndt•<'d that l umber 1!1 a n!'cr·~s lty of war 
<-e~s than of peace. \ n csscn t Ia l !!tell or 

. , .. ,muon for Pvcry \ll ictl offensive "us the 
cll.iDt' of thl' engineer tlum]h> tllr<'clly be­
.,) tbe point of allar i< with l um brr . J'\o ad­
..; ,. roul<l bc su stnln<'d without a large HUP· 
1 •f rail roa•l ti <·!i tor cxtendin~; the r ail heads 
" t·onquered t cn i tory, of bridge tlml.H•rs for 
,, . ing the innumernbl !' stream !! of norlh­
(7 •111 France, and or r ond plan lc for throwing 
a uicl<l .' built r oad 8 over lorn-u p gr oumt. 
H h wonlcl carry arti llery and heav ily l aden 
for trucl;s. 

"A L L UMBER CONSUMPT ION 

U. S. ARMY ABROA D. 

t took 450.000.000 bo.1rd feet of ronud or 
u factun•d llmb!'r and 650.000 cordf! or [ uel ­
tl to e~tablish and cquip the Ameri can Ex­
t lonary Force in F rance and mnlnta ln its 
·allan~ to tbe end of the war . I n othPr 

·ds, about a ton and a half of wood bar! 
P fn rni~bed for every Ameri can soldier st•n t 
rseas. A large part or this m:ttf'rl al waR, 
ourse. commmed In the construction of port 
rlepo~ lnstallat Ions and other supply Iacll­

~ b!>hind t h e fighting zone, due to the fact 
t the Ameril'an army had to l arJ:tPi y create 
own OJ)<!rating has<'s in centr al and wc!l tern 
nee. But even aller the greater part of 
sP supply i nst.a llat ion'< had been completed, 
2 OOO,OOll Americ·an sold iers in France, figh t-
under the C'Ond!flon~ wblcb exlstrrl from 

' be~;in ning of the St. 1\Iihiel offcn o;lve>, r c­
r rrl run~hly 71'.00H.OOO board feet o f tilllbPr 
· month of all chtsses except fuel wood. The 
1·est Engincpr s w e>re o rganizing , ln Septem ­
r and OC'tObl'r. J 918, to r each o. production 

thnt S('al e durin~ the en suin" winter and 
carry it on tm~i l the K ai ser cri ed " Enough!" 

r h P follo wing table l'hows the nu mber or 
·t. piece' and st Pr es g-otten out by t he .i\m er­
n for<' i"try regime-nts dut ing the p er iod of 
• wat· un•l until 1\pril 1, 1919: 

F'ect D. M. Pieces Stor es 
ior to January, 

191 ~ ··········------ rt;;Ui57 27,251 2,377 
nuur~. 1!118 ___ 1,466,080 30,580 a.303 
hruary. 1918 .. ::1,5 16.518 41 0 6B9 1<.788 
trr·h. 1!1 18 ........ J 0,073.262 188,fi91j l G,G:J l 
lrll. 191 ·-········ 17,9ll.R2!J 187,1 G!l 26.823 
lY. 191 ............ 20.G78.~ 1)G 195.280 -16.164 
1nc, l!llL ........ 28,116.371 201,21l7 7-1.51 7 
dy. l!ll&. .. ..... 3G ,G72.604 262,480 104.t>!l2 
ngu~; J, J!llS ..... 4 1 .~.n 1.9:12 513,661 172, 1 ~ 1 
•ptembc>r, 1918 48. :Hl!l.711 553,577 1 12.065 
ctober, 1918 .... 52,!Hi1.~>1l5 26S,nsg 1 G2,42:~ 

ovemb<'r, l !l1S 41,194.130 61,7:50 188.58G 
•ecembcr, 1ns 23.681.G68 3,341) 178,96!l 
an nar y. 1919 .... 5,037,423 18.5ll7 71 ,585 
ebruary. 1919 .. 2.501.!!fi0 39,18 1 17.514 
larch , 1919 ........ 6,1)13.891 81 .713 22.6 15 

Total... ............. 3.J5,171,957 3,044,4.17 l ,!l38,086 

WM. B. GREELEY, ASS I STANT FO REST ER. 

W H AT LU MBE R 
WAS U S ED FOR. 

. 
' f 

Frant'C ~nd ca< h Ht•w fnrcl';>st rlonhiP•I 1 h,• 
• 'l_"anlili~s pr<'viously c·allc tl for. Uv· fir, 1 qur•;;-

110n winch naturally arosr waR: "\\"IH rr• cnn 
a ll or this timhc>r lH• foun<l ? But th<' lone:p1• 

w e !ltayed i n France. ilH) mor< 1• t' 1 < :•lizPrl that 
t hat Que!<timl harl be" n answ!'rl:'ll ll'' a hundt t•rl 
Y••ar s of thri ft nnd t nn~sight 0!1 I h•· po.rt of thl' 
l•'t..:nch people in building li P thPir fon•st rr­
Sniii'CE'S. If, fifty y ears prior to th " war. 
l•'n1 nrc had set ahout delibera t ,. ly to prepare 
ht•r~l' lf to ~UJllJly th<J united nrmir•s of the cit m­
oc•rat ic coumri<'s of tho worlll 11 it h LimhC'r . shC' 
NlUld hardly have lateen mor f' rtfectin: step,: . 
\\' !' wer e slow i n flndin~ thi s out. It was the 
resnlt not ouly of the poli1·y of thP French 
gov .. rnm t• nt. b11 t fu lly n~ mnrh nf the cons1• 1·,· ­

alivc an1l ll1rifty in,:lincts of thl' Vrt•nch pr o­
pi !'. The lc>ngN " c ~tay"d in F ranr·f'. th,.. more 
"t>1mpage ou r timhcr !'Couts Jocaled. W~> wero 
oven abl l' to fincl every class or rnatt•rial re 
quirod by the army. When 8xl 2 nnrl l ~xl2 
in<'h ~ ticks i n long length ~ were called for to 
t'On8fruct lh<' dor·lc~<. w e fnnnrl I hem both In 

, the magonifirenl whi le oak forests of c£'n lrn1 
F'r:wc-e and in llw fir anti !;pruc-< Htanrls of her 
eastl't·n nwuntalns. I wa~ filler! with diRmny 
when the ch iPf <'ngine"r order!'<l nw to fu rni~h 
11\.noo pi l es from ti5 fef't to 100 fi'Pl in l ength: 
!Jut Wt' found thc·m. We fnund and cut moro 
p iling than the army ever used. 

T HE ADM IR AB L E 
FORESTRY SYSTEM. 

" Of this v ast consumption of forest J>roduct ~ . 
t he l an;est item of :\8''2 JlCrC'(•nt IHt~ in th<' "France i s a ~ pl<:ndi1l I'Xample of what 
form or lumber of comparali l' ely small dillH' n- pa•i,.nc-r• and intl'nsive rare ran do In t'rodnc­
sions. 1. 2, and 3-lnch ~toe!; u :wd i n the con· ing t imber. L ess than 19 perrent of her ar!'lt 
Rtructlon C'f barrack s. hospital~. wnrehouses, f:< fOrl'!il erl: but IP•r u~e of h<'r limited forests 
all manner o[ r ough Rtructures and liPl <l for ti- i s so in tensivP tb;lt. as a n.ltiorn l a•set. this 
flcatfon~ i n t he combat zonE'. duc-k-boards and arPa has a valnt'. in m~· c-onvic tion. equ:tl tc> 
t he like. Tw<!nty-seven l>NC<!!ll r epr<'.-<€-n1t•d thrc" t illl<'s 1h<' ~amc arrPace nf t'nn·st lam\ In 
t he propor tion of fuPlwood; 1:1•.(, prrrPnt the tlw l'nil,.,l States. At th<' IHtthtPak of tho 
standar d {!'nug-e r ailroad tieR; and 9 pe rc!'n t th e war. F'ranl·•• hnd. i n my juclgmPnt. nnt Je-<s than• 
!nr go Umber:~ up to 1!:! x 12 inciws in ~4 n 11d J:;o billion hoarcl fc ·ct of mf'rchanlable timber. 
30·f{)Ot l engths. for the C011Sll'll<'linn of bri<l:;••<, T he tota l quantify Of timhPr. 1\0II'PI<'r, i~ lln­
dOCI<S. t rcHtles anrl harl'(cs. Six Jlf r C'en t. hy importnnt to a F'n'n<"hman: th r- 1•1ain point is. 
a ll 1Jtl lls t he most difficult item in thn Ji .;t, was "\\'h:-t> yertrly r r l '<'ntu', wl1.1t rowlh. is thi.-; 
pil i ng, runni ng up to 1110 feet In l<' ngth. "hile tim bet· lll'lltiuC'in~-:·: · ll er<'. a~a in. thP cons<' I'\"· 
;mother 6 percen t covPrcd the demands for at iv" inst111C'l~ nr th" Jo"rPtH !I f't'opl•• lt•w:o~·d 
telephone and t elcJ'ra ph poles. win• f'ntang le- l hl•i r rcu c~· s arc so mn rl;cd 1 hat the~ I :Ill' not 
ment slaJ,es, piC'lret~> for supporting cnmoufiage c•v;·n cut th(' r·11•-r• ·nt crnwtlt 1ro111 tll£'ir \I"O<Ill· 
net !! o.nd other small pole~ . land~. A ~urplus had bc>cn a;·•·HmulaiNI equal, 

"The war of 1917 prO\"f'd. in t he la!lt an- in my jud,.m<'nt. at the outbn•:tl ol till' war 
alysis. to he a war of tmnsportation: and to fully twif'e tbc normal r•·arl) r·ut of the 
nothing UlustntLes this fact hcl!er t han thf r•otmtry. H O\\'I'Vl'r Lh is may be. tht•n· r an be 
conditions which deter mined how lh<' cnormCJus no qurslion tha t the painstaldng c·un • '·qion 
quan tities of wood rPIJUited by th<' ;umies in of her forests <turin~ the past c• ntnry wa~ •~ 
lh<' fi eld bad to bl' obtained and ~rot 11,11 to llrP v i tal elC'Illent of ~ tr l'ng th to F>anc·c a • i •• her 
points of usc. 'fh r tonnage situation on l h t A llie>: ill w inning the war. It cn.tulNI l >anU' 
H':l held the amount of timb<'r ~>h ipped to io ~llflfiiY prartir·a ll _,. a ll the n •quir• ''llnt Pl' 

France from tilt• Uni wd States dow n to abnu > th•• il1itbh. American and Tll' lg ian (OI<' ~. a<i rl' 
from tho~e of IH·r own 1·a ~ t aru1iPs. :'he ,-oulr! 1 p <'rC'ent o! what Lh" army rc·qu i rr>d. Thr 

shortage o.f man ufactur ed nmtl'riu l i n FraHCl' have k <·pt on supplying lh••sc Tl''llli 1 111 .t t:ur 
was so arute and the lli fficul tic~ in t ransport- one or two v•·a rs more. if nN•d ll· wilh ·llll 

cut till" ~eriot;s l y into her fot l'St c-:n•i ta l. \\'i th-
ln~ material as hnlJ(y as lumber from neutral ., 
countries lilie Switter lund and =-:orwuy w~rr• out theRe ample ~uppi ies of tilll h<·r !In• <·til· he-

b ind the batl le front. the han•l ic'<l[l wl•k • thr so g reat th at tho A merir an army had to ~f't 
the g r eat bulle of Its limber tor lll-<Plf. o1-er .i\lli c·d at"mies wnuld ha1·c suffea d \1'111•1!1 h.!vr 
75 Jlf'r con t of the tlmher requirements of lb<' been almos t insurmnuntabl l' Thl· w··ra;;o 
Amf'rlf'an forces w ere rut i n l•' ranc.e by en- lumherjack in the Twemi oth t·;n:.e in.-t r' :' th ' 
~lncer troops and con siderabl <' quantities be- ouls<'t was impatient and scorn in!. i ll11 .•tol t ' le 
slrl"S were cut lJy the battalions of the Am Qr- fon•stry rr•gul:t!Jons and requi n•ll " < ' ilt~ •f lh• 
ican lumberjacks l oan ed to the I<'r cnch a nd F roncb ; hut tho ~a me average mnn ram h.u" 
B r itish armi<'s. 1

1 
to the J.lnited Stall'S realizing that tit<' anitu~" 
toward t heir fore~ t s which wa~ expres~Ptl m 

FRANCE P REPARI NG ~ these ways was one of the gr,·ate'l e!pment> 
ON TIMBER SUPPLY. of st rength in the French nation. Indeed, th 

1 
A s the estimates o! army requ i rem ents piled forest r egime "hlch the lndll'itluali>ti<' an< 

up upon u s during the first few months In llberty-lovlng French have worlced out, uml •" 
-1 h L FfZ-.:... a:,( o..,... '-' c- ·£) ..-...., • ''2.. :;t-( ' G 

r:rv ( -{ (' f<- -( ......... .1. ,1.5 4 f-"1 ',.(, -/-?"!>< e 
;- ,c- , .~ "'.r:- ~-~ .. ~ -/ F ~ "' , _, r 4 .s 
-- / •'--- /1'-'- ~ 
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C I. l.•rcclcy I' culd h;,v • hl\ncl I any It r rpt to c• lo • 

I ir•1. lie "on( I havr '' 1lil'liJ' red l'nt lor•t! for fin I! r 

nf hi~ and bof'mcd "l his l'lill IlL'\ cr •' ." But no m.,n c ,n 

dud( his own monumental achievements. And the colonel 

was a great man. Here his sergeant of work explains why 

II\ l 

The Courage of \V. u. G. cclcy 

nt lion. 
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if 

n u ~ un­
n•l q ttc I 

\. iur ,, ,, t·tlinn ·n uttr ('(llll lr~. r .. , tlu t1li~ he 
i In til· int • nf r'"' \nH ·c.ln pnhlic th 11 
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I in..,ton tlu•n Cui. Gr<'cl y \H ~ it• l.inrnln. 

19 



AM r; RIC AN F 0 RESTS 

p''.tl" ~ 
- -=-=--

·..--r cc' • 
' ·o1. 1 • In • 
1 1111 col crir 1 

I< ttlliJII of II I 

1 I \ 
tit ___\ 

illu 

Oll 

T\'ation 
cr. 
It tlf nf ir. ,\ 

r IYI:.!. w111t •rt•inrer.n, 
:tl d ''1,, •p II II', Stili tic~. \rtclllllll 

1" ulc:t~ 1<'.1., Ill' ill <Ill tl~ I IOIIlpl t tlOp I I( I \\it I Otl ,r II 

J>l I 1 '' J(t, tl. llhf ,1 11ig tl \\ df I c111 I\ 3' Oti II t I , If I , ·. 

ou t , "\\'01 l (. , to \\',11" tllllll. I r me'ltl C'l' lltt col 11 l's roL 1. 

I h 1 I to t.ckl: :t 1 > tol•Hllh\' 1 r. '· 1 Ill~("( 111 l' 111 till'" .L' 
!..HI to. hn Ill t: tilt ( •Iolli I ,.lid r I ,1111 ( r tl (' \\ lutC'-Ihnq I I 
he ,J. 11 on ,l 1,1 it 1 didnL l•1n ldin • in :-irauk. I Itt \\it I ' ' 

II\ 1!1 U tilt: ••JlC<' It df time puh- u1 nul •lll :t \•.ult. cpti~t n 11 t \ 
111 II) d1ot•· lud a \I rond tu !Htll i:11\ 111 llhtrnsit}' of :t lonh •n' 1 d•l 
.11 \OIL-in tht Ill till', Orq.;•m/ f!ollltheel\llllllt dOtti'Waf 

It Ill< I •1fi1Ct• Of tht• \,'i ti,ttioll, ,1111 It \\',1, S(lll' d \lith HfliCit(l' 111 I 
.1 tl.trd in th !' .. t tland cllut•. llu· li.d. "Pull 111111\ 111' B.t tb.lll B. 

r 1 .\llhlll \\. l'li .• uh 111d \111 1 . lloo lloo ~·. ilt, '10• d tht•tc• \\'ith tltl' 
1 •. J{,,J '''· \ud II\ dtll ti111 ''" tlli.tirs .111d ga q.t.~ .• 1 111od: 1n.u. r 
colt & \\ hu \ ··1u , memh•1s ,,f tl. r .• ft 011 tit 1 1 

1 I til Inn .1 '·' rl nl r cd ph 11-
tl:ll I tph c r I dt II I' • d o( ll•l I I 

Jlllll hil \lt\l.ll p:llltltiOI 

~ ltdq llttlll l11 II 1 Ill til\ of till d~ J<; \\, ftlt llt ll I • II , IJ II I 

.... 1, 11111 uu1111 .r t111 ,n1., \ 1 J 1 .iutiu. rh I< '"" , l•>n. 1u·,1 
1 1 lu(( 1 .ts lh}' "'"1..1} 11 , P·'l. r 1 Jll dt•,t, d 1 nc·d ~, tit 11 tl1l , ,Jc, 
,, d II. d · Jlldolil.l i"ll llti!tttlll, "0111 tid no11J.l \\oll1 'lllldtto 11(1. "I IoLII 

•.1 th \\',,llcl." l1h 1\l>lk d I. ltu,;t IllY, otlt.t, 
"!Ito l IIIII It I(' i~ lct ltj !Jt•.JJI IIIJt' I .J llllll\' Ill)! •ttl . d 1!id I I 

r~ll 1 "f ti1C t\ltrk~ n( \\. t: Ltd'· cl tr,, llu 1 I'' 
f 'I tltt t<>llo(lhlt lol( ,tl\ 111111. It.: .111d dt:th. \It ll.lhl 

h ~ hcc11 funou h lti<l\\11 .til tlu 1' tit(" \'i,itnt in tl c 1\ \ i h tit 
.u-s ;h .1 <Jt.tlt\C ~pol< 111111 !111 iu •e. "I ht• Ht 1 h o( I tl j, to(, 1 

dii\Ui:tl ll•tt<;IJ}' 11ul :..n origmator J ,,w.ud." lr 111<',1111 11. h "' tl e 
of ih philo,<tl•h) .111d 111:111\ uf it, '"'~' :tiHI hl' •n:ult it lilt 111 much t > 

('I ogr:tnh. lie '' ·•~ .dw. I l'IIIJ>h:t,itt', :tit of \Is 
tl.t .uthitcct, huiJd,•r :tnd intt ti .. t 'I ltt •u• w.ts no fooliug :tl>out th<' 
drrm,ll o t of l ht l'ulol 1r ltl'l.ttl<lll~ ofhtt! ol Cnl. \Villi.llol HwiJwut 

llt'Jl llllllt'llt ol till'\\', 1 Co,,,, I u 11 (:~tc:l ~)- It l' .. h .1 plttt' I1H the Lind 
I olllf'll\ .h~ol i.tllllll. In tl.i~ 1111~. '' ol l~ond "tl<lll' 1 "'I. tlt.ll hi, l ou~ .. .:;:,. 

\ 

( 1110\ll. 1 tl.t\, 
dt n t• )111111!~ fm '' h 
lt\<1 tht :.lllllljl~ 
\'1lUU {• 

\1tl tit I I ,! '· \ 11.1 

I • 

I Jl 
II 

I 



AMERICA il FORE S TS 

1 r .... 
~fat-

wl n 

without 

r •mf ro•cm~nh-lh rc· 
I Jryiog ul in r. I -

Nol~on continuos to 

-2 
I VIC 

17 



HR ,..\tl s rs 

ST.\ 110.'\ \It\' 1.. ~., .... 
l 

PATturo 

n t l 

••• ,.. 1, t 



Dan Dildine 
Porest Service/Hist. Off. 

Behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed. 

Exodus 111, 2 

Shimmering waves of parched air leached stRay patches of moisture from a 

dessicated landscape. The Coeur d'Alene and Bitter Root ranges that summer 

of 1910 were primed for disaster. Upwards of 10,000 men had spent two 

long, dry, tense months skirmishing with their flaming foe. 3,000 small 

fires had been stopped, a hundred large ones contained but the relentless 

enemy was not to be denied its moment of incandescence. August 19, the air 

humidity was negligible. A gale force wind from the Southwest rasped 

aver tindery dry forests like kitchen matches drawn over a stove top. 

2be forest, a pyre, long overdue for firing, was ignited. The resulting 

holocaust laid w~ste to 3,000,000 acres of timber, cost 78 lives, and 

literally consumed numerous small lumbering towns. 

Prom this inferno of human tragedy and limitless waste, a young man's 

faith was forged into hard conviction. Bill Greeley, Forester, District 

1. would never forget his blazing rites of passage. In 1954, shortly be-

fore his death, he wrote: "For 43 years my yardstick of progress in American 

forestry has been smoke (or the lack thereof) in the woods." 

William Buckhout Greeley was born September 6, 1879, Oswego, New York. 

Heir to three generations of Congregational ministers, Bill Greeley was 

cast in the same mold, if not destined for the same calling. His Congre-

ptional. inheritance included a natural dignity, a proclivity for quoting 

scripture and most importantly an individual conscience that would brook 

no compromise having once reached pragmatic resolve. 
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The Greeley family migrated to the Santa Clara valley of California in 

1890. Here the young Greeley reveled in the still lingering, primeval 

freshness of the valley and surrounding forested country. Here an abi-

ding love for the outdoors, for the forest, was nurtured. And here also 

perhaps destiny lay down its taproots. 

Filial responsibilities, dictated by -Greeley's strongly developed cons-

cience, cut short the woodsman's idyll in 1897 with entrance to Leland 

Stanford University. Electing history and English as disciplines, he 

entered the University of California at Berkeley in 1898. At Berkeley, 

he was a Phi Beta Kappa Scholar and distinguished himself on the University 

Debating team. Following graduation in 1901, with a Bachelor of Letters 

degree, Greeley endured a brief stint as a history teacher. But the tap­

. ~K_ 
roots of his des_tiny were not tolerant to chalkdust and spills; they sought 

communion with leaf mold, dark earthi recesses, the forest floor of his 

youth. · 

The paragon of contemporary forestry education, Yale Forest School, was 

established in 1900 by an endowment from the wealthy family of Gifford 

Pinchot. Gr.eeley, despite limited funds, matriculated at Yale in 1903, 

graduating with the Master of Forestry degree in 1904. Ironically it was 

in part a conversation once held with Bernhard Fernow that prompted Greeley 

to choose forestry as a career. Fernow was at the time the dean of the 

only other four-year forestr~chool in the United States, the Cornell 

School of Forestry. Gifford Pinchot, mindful of maintaining the dominance 

of his own forestry philosophy, endowed Yale as a bastion of that phil-

osophy. More specifically, Pinchot, "having small confidence in the leader-

ship of Doctor Fernow ••• distrust(ing) (him) and (his) German lack of faith 
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in American forestry' was contending with a nemesis, a threat to his own 
j 

master plan for American forestry. 
I 

Greeley joine~ the Forest. Service on July 1, 1904. On an early assignment . 

to the southern Appalachi3ns, he was impressed by the apparent willingness 

of the lumbermen, given a . economic incentive, to learn scientific fores-

try and practice cooperat ~ve fire prevention. The latent good intentions 

of lumbermen similarly imPressed him in 1905 during a year's tour of duty 
.. 
I 

inspecting and organizing timber sales throughout the California State 

reserves. He found the timbermen willing to meet the federal forester half 

way, if approached not as an adversary but as an equal in a cooperative 

venture. 

It muct be recalled that the lumber industry at the time was often por-

trayed as a rapacious, resource-hungry beast, lusting for a quick profit, 

motivat'ed only by atavistic animal greed. This view was promulgated by 

Gifford Pinchot and was part of early conservation liturgy that demanded 

government assume a regulative, disciplinarian role over the timber indus-

try. Greeley worked with Pinchot, was one of "Pinchot 1 s boys" in the ear• 

ly conservation crusade but could not subscribe to the Manichaean concept 

of Good versus Evil practiced by the crusaders. To Greeley the evil in 

the lumber industry was not inherent. It was in the nature of an economic 

evil that forced lumbermen into over-competitive and destructive timber 

practices; destructive to resources and to the industry itself. Greeley's 

early sympathy and understanding of the industry would later lead to schism 

in the Forest Service ranks. 

Greeley was next assigned as supervisor of the Sierra South National Forest 
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in central California. Grazing was the primary use of National ~orest 

land on Sierra South. Grazing rights on this federal land had long been 

associated as the exclusive preserve of certain politically powerful land 

companies. Basque sheep herders, backed by the land companies and bla­

tantly diregarding Forest Service contro~led grazing policies, were per­

sistent but elusive violators. Supervisor Greeley aDd his rangers, exer­

cising no little stealth, managed to · observe the vi.olators "in flagrante." 

Charges were lodged. The sheepherders, with land company backing, contest­

ed, but the "empirical proof' was overwhelming. The Supreme Court even­

tually ruled on the case, upholding Forest Service policy. 

While at Sierra South the pragmatic Greeley, at the age of 29, felt suf­

fiently established, professionally to let his life take a domestic turn. {· 

. At the University of California he had dated Gertrude Jewett also the 

child of a Congregational minister. · After graduation they both taught in 

the California public school system and maintained their friendship. Five 

years were to elaspe before the romance was consummated. The two were 

married December 30, 1907, with fathers of the bride and groom performing 

the service. 

Bill Greeley with his bride spent the winter and spring of 1908 on leave 

from the Forest Service, giving a series of lectures at the Yale Fores­

try School. He then spent some time in Washington, D.C. as associate 

district forester in charge of National Forest timber sales. On Septem­

ber 21, 1908, he was made District Forester of District 1 • . Headquartered 

in Missoula, MOntana, his 25-million-acre command encompassed MOntana, 

W)oming, Minnesota, Michigan, Northern Idaho, Northeastern Wahington, 

and portions ·of North and South Dakota. 
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Greeley's earlier impressions of a lumber industry, willing to cooperate 

with federal conservation concepts, bore some fruit during his management 

of District 1. The cooperative attitude was particulary apparent in the 

realm of fire protection. Greeley early sensed the importance of federal, 

·state and private cooperative fire control. If progress could be made 

in the battle against fire, planned forestry would be a less risky pro­

position. A lumberman less fearful of fire "harvesting'' a crop for him, 

~uld be more likely to manage his forests. Greeley was able to make the 

coop~rative sentiment work with some degree of success in Northern Idaho, 

creating a mutually dependent federal-private fire system. He was also 

inst~umental in the approval by the MOntana assembly of a forestry bill 

permitting 'orest Service personnel on state lands as voluntary fire war­

dens. Concern for the fire hazard potential of coal-burning locomotives 

through dry forest lands led to cooperative agreements between Northwest 

railroad companies and the Forest Service. The agreements provided, among 

other things, for cooperative fire · patrols along railroad right-of-ways. 

De~pite his successes in fostering some degree of federal, state, private 

·cooperation, the hard glare of the August 1910 conflagration confronted 

Greeley. It served to dissapate any doubts he might have held about the 

need for cooperation. The small beginning he had made in organizing co­

operative efforts in Dist.rict 1 resulted in estimated savings of something 

on the order of $52,000 in fire-fighting expenses, but who could calculate 

the loss in terms of life and property? A wholesale co~itment to a cooper­

ative philosophy was needed. Cooperative fire control was a start, a 

big start, but cooperation was needed in other areas and herein lay the 

treat divide. Forest Service doctrine, regarding the economic side of the 

forestry picture, was based on the Pinchot philosophy of a "wilful indus-
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trY' in need of periodic federal cudgling to prevent the ransacking of 

the nation's resource larder. Recognizing the lumber companies' contri~ 

bution to a young country's development, Greeley saw a "sick" industry; 

an industry that had boxed itself into an economic cul-de-sac. It was in 

the public interest, in fact imperative, to help the ailing industry. 

Thus as he saw it, the foes were ranged on either side of a chasm: the 

one wielding the federal bludgeon, the other proffering the upended hand 

of cooperation. Their goals,. a desire to see a thriving, well-managed 

forest industry, capable of supplying the nation's timber needs, matched. 

In the void lay the blueprint for action. 

In 1911 Gre~ley was transferred to service headquarters in Washington, 

D.C. He was in charge of the Branch of Forest Management, a position he 

held until World War 1. One of his first duties was to oversee state co­

operation under the Weeks Bill passed in 1911. A portion of the bill 

provided for federal-state cooperation in fire control, a measure inclu­

ded in the bill partially in recognition of the devastating fires of 1910 

in District 1. 

While progress was made in fire control under the Weeks law, similar pro­

gress was not evident in the economic arena • . The lumber industry was in 

bad financial shape. To find out why and to apply the facts to an asses­

ment of forest conservation past, present and future was of prime interest 

to the public and to industry. The Forest Service in 1914, with the Bureau 

of Corporations and the Federal Trade Commission, attempted. to answer the 

question, Greeley was on the investigative team. His report, submitted 

to Chief Graves in 1916, elaborated the concept of a "sick Industry' econo­

mically incapable of practicing sound for . ~t management • . n industry un-
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willingly locked into a self-destructive economic system. A system perpe-
J • 

tuated by unrealistic taxes on high-fire-risk, cut-over lands, maki ng 

reforesteration an impossibility. A system in part engender_ed by poor cut-

ting practices in the pas~. Practices that isolated prime marketable tim­

ber from its market, incr~asing the financial weight on an already tot~ering 

industry. A system that ccording to Greeley could not be regulated into 

health but rather had to be nursed to health, requiring a large dose of 

federal cooperation. 

r. 
I 

The report was evil incarnate to Pinchot, who was still the MOses of the 
I 

conservation movement, and his large contingency of Forest ~ervice zealots. 

They saw it. threatening the Service's "basic reason for existence." The 
' 

exigencies of an approaching World War prevented the internecine storm 

from breaking but black clouds remained on the horizon, to break later. 

War demand for timber was astronomical. Manufactured goods were in equal 

demand by allied Europe whose ransacked industries were incapable of pro-

ductton. Problems lay in a finite transportation system unable to handle 

total mate~iel needs. Conditions demanded that over 75% of timber require-

ments for United States' forces be cut in France. Greeley as Commanding 

officer ·.of the 20th Engineers, to which all forestry troops were assigned, 

had to meet the incessant" demand. He supervised the work of 21,000 forestry 

troops, ran 95 sawmills turning out two million board feet of lumber a day. 

This in a country whose estimated stocks of merchantable standing timber 

was estimated at only 150 billion board feet! Greeley although often 

thwarte~ by the insistently conservative French foresters in his perpe-

tual search for lumber, was impressed by timber management in France. 

Timberland in France was estimated to have a value 3 times that of com-
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parable acreage in the United States, due to the intensive management 

practices. 

Greeley spent 23 months getting the job done in Europe. He left for home, 

a lieutenant colonel, bearing the Distinguished Service Medal of this 

country, the Distinguished Service Order of Great Britain and the French 

Legion of Honor Ribbon. Like his Chief "Colonel" Graves, Greeley in the 

future would often be addressed as "Colonel" ._Greeley in recognition of 

his superb wartime record. 

Once home Greeley agitated for a more definite forest policy. Responses 

were solicited nationwide from all with an interest in forestry. On April 

15, 1920, Greeley succeeded Graves as Chief Forester. Graves had necessari­

ly entrenched t~e Service after Pinchot 1 s dismissal in 1910. The insecure 

agency weakened by the loss of Pinchot had drawn a bulwark around itself. 

ereeley was to bring it out of its· protective chrysalis, giving new dir­

ection. 

The first order of business was a revamping of dismally low pay scales. 

An alarming number of the notoriously loyal Forest Service employees were 

resigning in financial despair. The next order of business involved Al­

bert Fall, Secretary of Interior and Teapot Dome perpetrator. His una­

bashed attempts to gain administrative control of the National Forests 

for his own inscrutable ends were successfully resisted by Greeley. The 

field was now clear for the assertion of a national forest policy. Would 

it be r~gulative or cooperative in natureZ 

The answer appeared in the Clark-MCNary Act of 1924. The legislation, 
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largely written with Greeley's help, provided for an extended Federal 

land purchase policy under the Weeks law; for federal cooperation in con-

trolling state and private forest fire; for studies of the existing forest 

taxation system and for federal and state cooperation in a variety of for­

estry programs. It asserted Greeley's pr~mise that private enterprise 

could supply America's timber needs. Give the lumbermen adequate fire 

protection, rational taxes on his la~ds; educate him through example, 

not compulsion, and he could and would produce the goods. The Act was hotly 

contested by Pinchot and his allies throughout its legislative history. 

Greeley was to write years later: "Mr Pinchot's challenge (to the proposed 

bill) reverberated through the forests like the silver trumpeting of a bull 

elk from a Teton meadow on a September 100rning." Despite Mr Pinchot' s 

vocal efforts, cooperative forestry became a fact. 

Greeley· retired from the Forest Service in 1928 to direct the West Coast 

Lumbe~ns Association as Secretary-manager. Under his 8 years of tute­

lage the Ser~lce had acquired a new, clarified sense of purpose. Always 

sympathetic to the needs of a "sick'' industry he was now in a position 

to directly oversee a cure. The "Colonel" with the by now traditional 

large round spectacles contributing to his owl-like countenance had some 

rough sledding ahead. But at age 49 he was still up to "belly slamming." 

Consumption of American lumber had reached a peak in 1909. Since that 

time consumption had steadily declined, yet lumber interests continued 

to produce and overproduce at the old rate. The lumberman had lost control 

of his market. The answer of course was to cut production but the remedy 

was not patent. 
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i . 
Because prime timberland generally lay in states that depended on the 

land for tax revenue, taxes were high. Timber land vas generally bought 

on credit with high interest rates prevailing. Both facts conspired to 

encourage the cut-and-get~out philosophy which was not beneficial to the 
' 

lumber indudtry with a po~r market, nor to conservation. Cutting prod~c-

tion also involved a huma· factor. A large labor force long dependent 

wood-related industries in the timber states of the Pacific Northwest could 

ill afford a production ct ~t. The final inhibiting factor was a still 

prevelant laissez-fa ire phlJ.osophy among 'the 'tn.a;..tiilie ·"toggers, men who 

had logged massively, pro~itably and with impunity during the industry's 

heyday. Selling conservation to these old men of the forest was in many 

respects akin to selling bullets to a pacifist. They just wouldn't buy. 

Greeley in his typical pragmatic manner pulled an ailing industry up by 

its bootstraps. The details of the ·operation are to varied to be recount-

ed in a. suumary. "Greely~sm," the gradual integration of trained foresters 

into commercial lumbering heralding a changing of the old guard, became 

fac.t.. His far-seeing, broadly-conceived action plans united the industry 

as much as anyone could have. A more stable industry evolved, based on 

sound management and marketing principles, principles intended to insure 

the "nation of a perpetual timber supply. 

Greeley retired from the West Coast Lumbermans Association in 1945 but re-

mained on the board of directors as vice-president and consultant. The 

World War 11 years with the association had often entailed 90-hour work 

weeks, procuring lumber once again for a nation at war. His retirement 

days were spent in the preperation of two books, Forests and Men and ~ 
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est Policy. He also produce numerous articles and speeches. In 1949, 

be was named board chairman for the American Forest Products Industries, 

Inc. He worked with the Yale endowment program. He continued to be active 

in the "Keep Washington Green Program' that had been created at his inspir-

at ion. 

Colonel Greeley died in 1955, but Greelyism remains in the forestry lexicon, 

a testimony to an abiding faith in cooperative forestry. 
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• . • Greel ey '"as very ac t i ve i a profcos ionu l foree try associatio~1a , i ncluding t he; 

Soc i e ty o f A: cricnn Foraatcro , o f \.Jh i ch he l JHS Pres i dent i n 191 5, the Fores t 

Uiotory Soc i ety , and t he Americnn Forco t r y Ar.noc i a tion·. He '~n s an honorary membe r 

of the CanRd i an Socie\ y o f Fot'cnt >Zn:;i.rrcers ( s :tnce l. enaoccl t he Ca na di:ln Institut ~ 

of Forcn t ry). In 1927 he r eceived an honor~ry Doctor of Lm;s degree from hin 

undergradua t e a~na ma t er , the University o f Ca l ifornia , nnd an ho norary Mon t er of 

Arts degr ee fr om his Br aduate Dlrr.<t mater 1 Ya l e Univcraf.ty . lle Hal:l a member of 

rht Be t n Ka ppu and D~ lta Up:silon. f raternit i es . I n 1931 he Ha !l a membe r of: the 

Commi os i on on Conse r vr; tion nnd Administra t i on o f t he Public Domain . 

Dur i ng Hor l cl Har I, he serve d t v1c years \·d.th the U. S , Army in France as 

Lieuten3nt Col one l o f t he 20th engineer R giment nud Chief o f t he f or estry sect i on , 

which produced grea t quan t i t ies of l u:n or pro ucts for a l lied mili t ary :l.nstnlla-

t i.ons from French f.o-.:esta . For th :i.s ~chicvcncnt he r ece i ved t he U. S . Dist1.ngu ic ied 

Scrvtcc !!e cla t , t ho French LC!g i on of Honor , and t he I3r i t l.oh lJistingtd.she cl Servic~ 

\~ill ia:tt lJuckhout Gree l ey lia S born i n Os~m~o , Hcu York , Sc t om sr 6 1 18 79,. the 

oon o £ Il'nmk N. Clnd /mns C. ( Buckhout) Gree l ey . Both h i g fnthc :r and grn nclfnthcr 

~ere Congr egational Church rninisterG . SeRk1n~ a or e moderate climate f or h is ov~ 

health, his f athe7l.oved t he f nmily t o Ca liforn i a i n 1890 1 t a king n merchant ohip 

Rround Capo Horn . They sett l ed on e prune r anc h i n t hC! s!::i..ll pa rt l y f orec t ed S :mta 

Clara Val l ey . As a youn3 man , t he son spent mu ch t Lne f i shing , hun t ing , nnd cm~p-

ing i n the nearLy untouched fores ts , wh i ch i ns pired h im deepl y . Afte r B y ea r a t 

' Le l cnd S t a ndor<l UniversHy , he enrolled at the Univcrc ity of Ca li fornia a t Berkeley~ 

ma jori ng i n h i o tory :lnd Enz li.s h . Tle "as on t he univers ity d~b.:~ t in3 t eam .1ncl \ I.?. S 

/ e l ec ted t o Phi Be t8 Kc pp3 1 cr.., tluatin3 :J.n 1901. He t aught school for a year at 

/ Al amed.:t bu t i t d id not satisfy him , and aftct' a l ong c hn t v1ith B8rnhard rcr. not-' , 

Da~n of t he Carnell UniversiLy r orastry School , decided t o c~ o r k in fores try . 
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~ l ich Meda l A~~rded to Colonel Greeley 
I /Cclonel W. B. Gr eeley of Seattle, Washingtor., for~er Chief Forester of the United 

-~ States, nmv chairman of t r ustees of the American Forest Products Industr ies. Inc ., 
.. . ~ was awarded the highest honor in American forestry , the Schlich memorial rned~l, o.n 

'- September 12 at the nationa l meeting of the Society of American Foresters in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, 

( 
. ... 

r 

In presenting the medal , S. V'f , Allen, President of the Association and Professor 
of Forestry .at the University of Michigan, paid high tribute to Col one l Greeley ' s 
lifetime of service to 'forestry, \'·fhich is continuing today through the ''Trees for 
America 11 pr ogr am of the American Forest Products Industries . 

'We have used this way of giving you natior>al and international r ecognition for 
your achievements of which we, as 'foresters, have a uni q•.2e appreciation, 11 

Professor Allen told Colonel Gree l ey . '1Moflt of us r ecall your devoted years as 
Ch i ef of the United States Forest Service from 1920 to 1928. All of us c.re aware 
;f the ru gged 18 years during which your clear · thinking and sound forestry · judg­
ment made indispansable contribution·s to the West Ccast Lumbermen 1 s Ass ocia ti·on 
and to industrial fore str y as a whole. Y0ur present undertaking wh ich carrie s 
t he t}Oi'S tructive name, ' Trees for Ameri~n, 1 is going forwa rd as a f i t ting fol low­
up to what you have a lways urged and done a bout troe s for today and tomorrow . " 

The Schlich memorial meda l is nnmed in honor of the lat e Sir Vl illiem Schlich, an 
early profe ssional forester who WRs inspector genera l of fore s t ry fo:::- the govern­

.ment of India, profes sor of forestry at Oxford Unive r sity and ~uthor of technical 
books used by fo.resters throughout the world . 

The me~orial foundation was e stab l ished i n his honor by 
admirers following his d•Jath in 1925 at the age of 8 5 , 
is administered by th.e .Socinty .of American ForDste rs. 

his Americen end British 
In this country, the award 

·Only three previous awards .have been made to Americans . Tho firs t was i n 1935 to 
Pre s ident Frt>.nklin .D. Roosevelt for his support of forest conse rve:.tion . I n 1940, 
it was awarded to Giffor d Pinchot, former Chi c·f of the Forust Se r Yico and f ounde r 
.of the Society of American Foresters. The third award, in 1944 , wont to Henr y S • 
~s, denn emeritus of the Sc hC'ol of Fore:strylJ Yu le Uni'.rorsity, ana a lso a 
f~rmor"-C~ of the Forost Se rvice. (Pruss Release, SociE-t y of Ame rican Fo~es __ __, 

,· 
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lUQSHillGTOll OFFICE lDFORffiATIOTI DIGEST 

CONFIDENTIAL- SERVICE 

No . 97 September 23 , 1946 

Schlich Meda l Av.-arded to Colone l Gree l ey 
Cclonel W. B. Greel~y of Seatt l e , Washington, former · Chief Forester of the United 
States, nmv chairman of trustees of the American Forest Products Industries , Inc . , 
was awarded the highest honor in Ame rican fores t ry . the Schlich memorial medal, on 
September 12 at the na.tiona. l meeting of the Society of American Foresters in Sa l t 
Lake City, Utah. 

In presenting the medal, S . w. Allen, President of the Association and Professor 
of Forestry at che University of Michigan, paid high tribute to Colonel Greeley's 
lifetime of service to forestty, which is continuing today through the "Trees for 
America" program of the American Fore st Products Indust ries . 

'"'iie have used th i s way of giving you national and inte rnational recognition for 
your achi evements of which we, as foresters, have a unique ap preciat ion," 
Professor Allen tdd Colonel Greeley . "Most of us r ecall your devoted years as 
Chief of the United States Fore st Se rvice from 1920 to 1928 . All of us ure aware 
of the r ugged 18 years during wh i ch your clear thinking and sound fore s t ry · judg­
ment made indispensable contributions to the West Ccast Lumbe rmen ' s Associat ion 
and to industria l fore stry as a whole . YC'ur pr esen t :mde rtakinE; which carries 
the c oPstructive name, 'Trees for America, ' is going forvfa.rd as a fitting follow ­
up t-c what you have a lways urged a nd done about t r 0es f or today and tomorrow . " 

The Schlich memorial medal is nnmed in honor of the l a te Sir Yril liam Schlich, an 
ea rly profes sional foreste r who w~ts i nspect or general of for e stry f or the govern­
ment of India, profe ssor of forestry nt C~ford Unive r s i ty and uuth or of technica l 
books use d by foresters t hroughout the world . 

The mamoria l foundation wns established i n his honor by his American and British 
admirers following his d•Jath in 1925 at the age of 85. In this c cuntry, the award 
is a dministered by the Society of Amer ican F or esters , 

Only three previous awards have been mode to Americans. Th8 f irst was in 1935 to 
Pres i dent Frt>. nklin D. Rcosevelt for his support of for est conse rw.tion. In 1940, 
it was a.wa rde d to Gifford Pinchot, f orme r Chi e:.:f of the Foru s t Ser '!ice and :t~ounder 

of the Society of American Fore sters. The t hird award, in 1944, went t o HenryS . 
Grave s, denn emeritus of the Sc hC' ol of Forestry, Ye. l e Uni vor si ty , and also a 
forme r Chief of the Forost Sor·,ric e . (Pr ess Re l ease, Soc i .:;t y of Ame rican Foresta~ 

R- 1 To P..e. ve Se rvices of Faro.doctor / ' 
Region Oile hus r e cently -compl eted n rrr! n gements for utilizing the se r v ice s of Dr . 
Amos R . Little , former Army pa radoctor, for emc r gancy ca s es in inaccc ssib l G pnrts 
of the northe rn Roc k i e s. 

The appointment of Dr . Little on a w. n. c . basis marks an importa nt forward step 

1528 (over) 
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- R- 6 AD?.IINISTR..:. TIVE DIGEST 
Portland, Or egon 

(Confi dential -- Service) September 12 , 1945 

COLONEL GREELEY RETIR~.;S . Retirement of Col. W, B. Greeley as 1:?ecrotary- manager of 
the Wost Coast Lumbermen 1 ~ As so cia tion was announced in the pr e's's ··September 7 . He 
will bo succeeded by Har old V. Si mpson, hoad 0f the associ ation's Washington, D.C. 
office . The ~nouncement says that Gr eeloywill continue t o act in an advisory 
capacit y , He has be~n ~ecretary-rnanager s inco 1928 . Prior t o joining the associ­
ation, Col. Gredey had a long and distinguished career in t !1e For0st Service ,which 
he en tered in 1904 aft e r being gr aduat ed from thE University of California and "the 
Yal a Forest School. Advancing t hrough all the technical grades, he became Chi ef 
of the For •.;st Servic~ in 1920, f i],ling that posi tio~1 unt il 1928 . During World Wari 

jho vvns in ·command of the U. ~· F:orestry troops in France a nd was made a chevalior 
"'-.of the Logi on of Honor .by the Fr ench and .. docoratcd with the Dis~inguished Sarvice 

Order of Great &ita in by England. Simpson, tho n er.,r s ecr et ary- manager, i s a native: 
of Ashland, Or egon, and .a graduate of the University of Orogon. H3 l earned l umber­
ing from th£:: ground up from wor~ing in sa>"lmills to selling lumber in tho competi­
tive New York market and i n the l unlber export fi t::l d . Associ a tion announcement of 
Simpson • s appointment says that h e is needed f or the 11 gi ganti c competition bet ween 
material s that l ooms for thE:; coming building mar ket a t home as well as in the world 
mar ket f or lumber, which is expected to expand trem9ndously11 • We wish the new man­
ager success in his undertaking, and to Col . Greel ey, a well-earned r es t from his 
l ong and arduous duties--al though we find i t difficult ever to picture the Colonel 
as slowing ·down . Press r eports lndicate .. that the .associati on cont emplate s moving 

~ t ~r h8a~quarters office from Seattle to .Portland. \ 

---.po · YOU KNOW tha:t Supervi sor Harpham has beon on the air, (KRNR, · Roseburg), for morE. 
. tn~ two years? Vern started with a five-minute midmorning program and has worked 
up to :--..a good seven to t en-minute evenin~S spot with a local f irm paying for tqe time. 
Now th~adio station proposes giving him an even better ev~ning spot f or a full 
fifteen minutes of news .on the actual working an~ business of a. na tiGmal fqrest. 
Prior t o t h-±s time, his program "The Forest er R8ports" has carried messages regard· 
ing all t ypes'bf forestry and the business of f or esters . Rec ently., Vern was guest 
spGaker. on a KO~~rogram . · H~ aiso has bcl~n acing some OPA information broadcast-
i ng as a sp~cial donat~on of his time . · --------
--..___ 
MOUNT HOOD HISCELLJ.NY. So f ar so good on the Mount Hood . Tho weather man gave t h 
recr~ationists a go-ahead 'signal for the Labor Day week end, and then gave them a 
shower for good measure . Huc kleberry pickers, fi sher men, campers , and others ar e 
now being counted by t housands 'instead of by t ens, since ga s rationing i s lifted . 
Just how many huckleberries will oe picked, we don •t know. So f~r, with onl y a 
fair crop, some stations have listed s everal thousand gall ons ••• • One near fatal 
accidont occurred at t he 9 , 000 ft. l evel on Mount Hood Sunda y, Sept, .2 . A soldier 
f ell fifty f eet, landing on a l edge in n crevasse . A crushed l eg was the result. 
After about twelve hour s, he vras rescued, but this would m<..ke a s t ory al l by it­
s elf •••• The "Good Neighbor Policy" has b een the Hood ' s motto this fire season . 
Over hGad was sent t o th -:J 1Nilson River fir e, g~~t experi en ces - -the boys r eport. 
Overhead and ' crews sent to the Indian Agency fire - more experiences r eported . Crews 
and overheaCl to other forests . During the peak of he s eason , our crews and many 
key men wor e mostly away from home . The plan worked ut well. Our crews and key 
men all received good r eports . Bus Carrell was anxious or a while when the In­
dians started a festival ceremony during the Warm Sprin3s detail. In the meantim~ 
we have found time to keep on top of our own fires . Not t oo many, but pretty hot · 
a.nd potentially dangerous. The Forest Service Reserves have been a big help in 
f~.r'3 preventi on and detection •••• We have many things to be thankful f or . One t~ 
is that not quite all our payrolls are suspended . Just give us time to get time 
and a half, overtime, ordered overtime, a nd r egular time strai ght ened out . (~ount 
H~urJ ) 
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From Northwest Woods 
By LAMAR NEWKIRK · 

An era' ends in Northwest !urn- lion board-feet of lumber products · 
bering and a new one brgins when daily, a stupendous achievement In 
H. V. ("Hal") Simpson takes over 
the reins from those days. 
Col. W. B. Gree- It was September 6, 1879. at Os-
ley as secretary- wcgo, N. Y., that he was born the 
mana~er of the son of a Congregational ministq. 
West Coast Lum- A sailing vessel brought tlae Gree-
bermen's associ- leys around the Horn to California 
tion about Octo· and William Buckout Greeley en-
bet 1. rolled in the University of Cali-

The colonel's fon·lia . receiving his B. S . degree 
retirrmt'nt does in 1901. Yale forestry school ~ave 
not end his ~erv- him its diploma in 1904 as a mas-
ice- his advice ter of forestry. In 1927, while still 1 
w i II s t i I I b e chief forester of the United States 
;ouglit and heed- forest service, he was given the 
ed-but postwar doctor of laws degree by the Uni- 1 

years will see versity of California and master of 
the ultimate de- arts by Yale. 
velopment of the It was In 1904 that he en-
P i o n e e r i n f Greeley tered the forest service as a 

ideas brought to light in recent llforest assistant," working In 
years on subjects of more careful the Southern Appalachians, 
cutting, timber growing, better New England and California. 
ut ilization, better grading and new A year later he rose to be for-
uses and processing for wood-and est inspector and In another 
better public relations. Col. Gree- year became forest supervisor 
ley did much of the spade work. of the Sequoia national forest 

Simpson will have well· In Calflomia. 
defined but unpaved paths to 
trod ln every field from mar· When the Western districts were 
keting to manufacturing tm- organized in 1908, Greeley was 
provements with one excep- chosen to head the Northern Rocky 
tion. The association does not Mountain area as district forest!!r 
work as a group In the labor at Missoula, Mont., and weathered 
relations field except for what the disastrous fi res of l !llO. 
indirect effects may be . felt Washington, D. C., beC'koned In 
through association In publici.z- 191 I and he became IISsistant for-
log lumber and· its use. ester in charge of the hranch of 

. . forest management under Chief 
The ret1r1_ng c~lot:el has grov. n J:<'orester Henry s. Graves. 

into a trad1t1o~ r1vahng Paul Bun- Arrivinll from France In 1!}19 
yan. Many thmgs about h•.s half- covered with ~tlory , he returned to 

"''"·':f century m the the forest service ancl &uct:eeded 
i woods are not Col. Graves in 1920. He was 

'{ ~enerally_known, b. rought WeBt by the W. C. L. A. 
j l n c 1 u dmg the in 1928. 
• fact that he won, 
: in World W.ir I. The Soetety ef Amerteaa 

· j :heDistinguished Forutera aeeepted him aa a 

i Service medal, a brother "femhopper"; In fact, 
citation for dis- made him president. He hat 

; tinguished aerv- also been a director of the 
· ce, the Legion of Boone and Crocket club of 

Honor <France) New York, the CotnDos and 
and the Distin- Federal clubs of Washington, 
guished Service D. C., and is now a colonel of 
0 r d e r <Great engineers, reserve corps of the 
Britain). army, 

The a w a r d s There Is a popular misconcep-
followed his al· tion that ~oodsmen are rough. 

Simpson most miraculous tough and unE:ducated. The first 
work in turning out lumber from a two may be true, but the latter Is 
cold start for fighting men in the fast .passing from the picture. The 
AEF'. which' gave him his rank of colonel was among the early caulk­
r.olonE'I of enginet'r~ . His section stloe boys to break the Ice and 
included 21.000 fiJrest troDps oper- wears a Phi Beta Kappa key. Delta 
ating !l5 mills and producing 2 mil- Upsilon was h is col14ge fraternity. 



---

.; 

~c~Uite Bulletin 
U.S. FbREST SERV~C£ 

(Conwnt~ Conffd¥~tisl) 

VOL. XII. No. 10 WASHINGTON, D. C. MARCH 5, 1928 . 

/ '-._ COLONEL BI LT.: 

By H. A. Smith, Assistant Forester. 

The eight years tha~ the Fores t Ser­
vice has been unde:- the l eadership of its 
p resent chief have been years of continuous 
p rogress . Externally, the influence of the 
Service has been increased , its field of 
u~efulness extended , and its prestige height­
ened. Internally it has gained greatly in 
efficiency of organization and in clearer 
definition of its task, whil e its morale and 
fine tradition of service t o the public wel­
fare have been fostered and maintained. 
Throughout the period the confidence felt in 
"Colonel Bill" by all those unde r him - con­
fidence in his judgment and s trength, in his 
ability to choose and firmly keep the right 
course while avoiding the ree fs that might 
otherwise bring shipwreck. confidence i n his 
fairness . open- mindedness, cons i derateness . 
and f riendliness - has steadily intensified. 
That he has been a truly great leader with 
and under whom it has been good to serve , that 
we one and all profoundly regret his go ing , 
and that we shall always ho ld for him the 
heartiest respect, admi ration, and warm af­
fection is, I am sure , the common thought of 
the entire Fo rest Service today. 

His t asE has been in th~ highest degree 
exacting , difficult , and o;1erous . When he 
took charge the organization was stil l shaken 
and clisloca ted in consec:uence of the war, 

with a high turnover, an exceedingly meager 
salary- scale, and many new p roblems to be met. 
Scarcely had he entered upon his duties when 
a major threa t to the National Forest enter­
prise and the integrity of the Service began 
to loom, in the form of plans for reorganizing 
the Federal Departments. This culminated in ~ 

the open attempt of Secretary Fall to gain/ 
administrative control of grazing , of the ._ 
Na t ional Forests in the ir entirety, and when \ 
that failed, of t he Alaskan Forests. T.he 
ques tion of grazing fees brought on anothe r 
major struggle ove r the attempt to pass l egis­
lation giving the stockmen vested rights in 
t he range. The hotly-debated policies of the 
Forest Service relating to re creation use of 
the Fores t s, and th e adjustmen t s required to 
coordinate p roperly the respective fi elds of 
t he Forest Service and the National Park 
Service, created fu rthe r problems for the 
Fores"e r to work out . These are merely a 
few of the high spots in eight years of stren­
uous toil and constant strain, buil ding t he 
Service i nto a more and more efficient tool 
while beating off attacks. 

These however are the things that go 
wi th the job . They are all in the day's 
work, and wil l long contir.ue to be. It is 
i mpossible to hold in public possession and 
to ma:1age for public pur poses property of 

;;uch value as the National Forests of fer with­
out having to be on the alert to de fend them. 
The Forest Service must expect t o be a mil­
itant organ iza tion inde f inite ly , wi t h a good 
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obligations and live up to its past. Colonel 
B i 11 has shown us, however, ever and over 
that t he ability to fight hard on occasion 
can be combined wi th an extraordinary degree 
of toleranc e, fairness , and pat ience . With 
abcunding courage and strength of purpose 
when principles were involved have been com­
bined a constant des i re to see both sides of 
every question, to fight fair , to allow no 
personal considerations or ani mosities to 
enter in , to avoid minor wars, and to go to 
the fur thest possible point in the effo r t to 
substitu te agreement and coope ration for com­
bat. 

Progress With i n The Service 

Never shal l we have a l eader with less 
c f the bureaucrat in his make- up. While ac­
cepting eve ry responsibility incumbent upon 
him to redeem, and while possessing a mastery 
of detail and ability to deal firs t - hand with 
every phase of Forest work to an extent which 
has been a cons tant marvel to all those under 
him, his internal administration of the Ser­
vice has no tably sough~ to encourage individ­
ual initiative, to draw cut free di scussion, 
to receive and weigh impartial ly every per­
t inent suggestion, to delegate responsibili­
ties while maintaining close contact wi th 
what was going on and f-irm control of the 
helm, and to promote what in the absence of 
a better name may be called Forest Service 
democracy . Alike in the field and in the of­
f ice solida ri ty of counsel s , pa•ticipation in 
planning , and the setting free of individual 
energy have been earnestly purEuod. Thus 
powerful one-man leadership has been combined 
with the spiri t of comradeship and coope ra­
tion in a common cause . 

To recount in detail the great progress 
that has been made in th e upbuilding of the 
Service during the past eight years would be 
too large a tas k for undertaking here . I n 
every line of activity the gains a re con­
spicuous. Th ey are in evidence equally in 
the betterment of the bu3iness org~nization. 
in the development of a higher c;ual ity of 
technical administration as applied to the 

ptysic~l rezcurces , and i n the expansion of 

rese.arch. To a lar ge extent they have re­
sulted from the steadfast pressure to clarify 
objectives and to di rect e ffort more effec­
t i vel y to the a t tainment of t he specifi c 
ends thus set up. Because of the necess ity 
for :nee ting enlarged demands and attaining 
higher s t andards withcut a corresponding i n­
c rease in expendi tu res the path has been dif­
ficult and the ef fort at times almost heart­
breaking; but in the development of financial 
control , of parsonne l management including r e­
c ruit i r.g and t rain ing policies and me thods, 
in range and timber management, in far more 
effec tive protection, in land and development 
policies - in shcrt, in every province of 
Nationa l Forest admi nistration there have 
been constructive accompl ishments of a most 
substantial character. 

t:pz c.nd Downs of the Forestry Movemen t 

As an executive and administrator it 
i s common k~owl edge that Colonel Greeley has 
made a reputation for himself which almost 
places him in a class of his own ; it would 
be hard to find a burec,u chief who stands 
higher . But it may well be that in time his 
admini~tration of the forest Se rvice will be 
thought of as notable primarily for the im-

1pe;tus given to wha t he has called the "out­
ward sp read" of fores t ry. Public interest in 
the country ' s f orest p roblem has had vario us 
ups and downs . The dt cade o f the 1870's was 
a n importan t up. Rapidly expanding wcod re­
quirements, enhanced lumber p r ices, distinct 
timbe r sho r tages here and t here, the wide­
Ep read recogni tion of a need for forest plant­
ing on the wes t e rn prairies and plains, t he 
swift growth of the lumber i ndustry in the 
Lake States wi th its heavy cut of pine, Epec­
tacular forest f ires, the observed changes i n 

s treamf l ow and f ears of climatic change, com­
bined with a serious underestimate of the 
ava~lable forest Eupplies to create ~ genuine 
and v:idespread concern for the fu ture . A 
ccnsidereb le crcp cf State l aws tc encourage 
tiober growing, curb fires , or initiate in­
~uiries t hat might provide a basis for State 
for est policies soon appeared ; New York en-

I 
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tered on the path which led to its State for­
ests; Congress passed tbe timber culture act; 
the American Association for th e Advancement 
of Science urged p rovision fo r a Federal Com­
missioner of Forestry, with the result that 
the first foundation of what became the For­
est Se rvice was laic!; and the Secretary of 
the Interior advocated placing all the public 
domain timberlands under permanent Federal 
administration. 

This early period of activity on behalf 
of forestry was followed by a lull during 
which the enactment of the law of 1891 passed 
almost unnoticed. The Roosevelt-Pinchot per­
iod brought a great forward surge, with re­
newed public interest and apparently hopeful 
prospects for the inauguration of private 
forestry. But again the wheel turned. For 
a few years the main task was to hold t he 
ground gained , ward off a.ttaoks, J.ay the foun­
dation:~ for State forestry , and gather strength 
for a new advance when the opportunity 
should come. There followed the World War; 
and after its storm had passed began the fresh 
drive for more forestry. which is still in 

full sv1eep . Since 1920 Hs central figure 
and commanding spirit has been Colonel Greeley . 

A Crucial Situation 

The campaign had been opened by Colonel 
Graves in 1918; and it soon cal led for deci­
sions that were to prove pregnant in their 
consequences. At the outsJt most lumbermen 
took the nev1 drive rather lightly. While 
they saw in it a possible menace to the free­
dom to which they believed themselves en­
titled to run thei r own business as tbey 

· chose . they expected it to prove a flash in 
the pan . But soon it began to give evidence 
of a vitality that had to be given recognition. 
The country was ready once more to open its 
eyes to the existence of a real problem of 
forestry, national in scope, about which 
some thing further had to be done than merely 
continue the National Forests of the V/est 
and build up a few new ones covering a rela­
tively ::omall part of the mounta i ns .i!:l t he. East . 
The Senate called for and the Forest Service 
prepared the Capper Report. Work on i t was 

we ll advanc ed when Colonel Greeley became 
Forester - It was necessary to l ay down a 
p ro gram . Granted that, as the Capper Report 
concluded, fo rest depletion was the fundamen­
tal problem, what was to be done about it? 

On that the foresters t hemselves we re 
not agreed. Should an attempt be made to com­
pel the practice of forestry by lumbermen, 
through regulatory laws? If so , should the 
Federal Government, or the St ates , be looked 
to f or the necessary l egislation? Or should 
the primary reliance be placed. for the time 
being at least. on encouragement, aid, educa­
t i on , and enlight ened self- interest , plus 
3UCh acceptance as it might be possible to 
obtain from the industry of some degree of 
responsib il ity for social and economic con­
sequences resulting from destructive methods 
of land use? 

How the matter was argu~d pro and con; 
how the legislative situation even tually be­
came deadlocked in Congress, with the law­
makers announcing that they coul d hardly be 
expected to act while the doc t ors so radical l y 
disagreed on the remedy. t hough making the 
same diagnosis of the disease; and how, find­
ing it impossibl e to make progress on a com­
prehensive program the Fo rester modi fied his 
plan of campaign and limi ted his objectives 
in order to concent rate the drive on the spot 
in the opposing lines that seemed easiest to 
carry: - all this is now wat er ove r t he dam. 
The outcome was the enactment of the Clarke­
McNary law. For· that legislation the For­
ester ~ust be given overwhelmingly the main 
credit, and for it and the notable advance 
that has been made since its enactment his 
administration of the Fores t Se rvice will 
stand out as one of the great historic land­
marks of progress in the national fores try 
movement. But for him that l aw would not have 
been placed on the statute books; and to his 
wise direction is due the fact that i ts latent 
possibilities have already been brought to 
so large a frui t ion. The full measure of 
those possibilities remains for the f uture to 
disclose. 

A Venture in Interp retation 

I t may not be amiss to give a moment's 
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thought to the characteristics of Colonel 
Bill which were exemplified in his leadership 
of this phase of the forestry movement . For 
one thing. it was thoroughly practical . It 
aimed at getting results. was prepared to 
take up promptly a new course when progress 
on the old cour~e was blocked , was eminently 
openminded and unbiased , sought conciliation, 
and was both strategic an.d constructive. 

The original program rested on two in­
t erlocking major premises - that equitable 
Jequirements based on a recognition of public 
interests affecting private forest lands 
should be imposed on these pr.operties as util­
ities, and on the other hand that the public 
should do its part through aid in such forms 
as relief from the menace of overtaxation, the 
maintenance of protection, and the provision 
of research, demonstration, and general ed­
uca tiona! leadership. The two were linked 
togethe r by making the extension of public 
aid conditional upon acceptance of public re­
quirements; and a coordination and reasonable 
standardization of requirements was to be 
accomplished by the Federal Governmen t through 
the offer of cooperative aid to States which 
should establish and maintain approved stand­
.ards. This progra!Jl, however, was opposed both 
by t hose who believed that regulation should 
·be imposed by the Federal Government directly 
and by those ~ho objected to public require­
ments, howeve r imposed; and progress was 
blocked. 

The Forester broke the jam by permit­
ting the two parts of the program to be sepa­
rated and thus obtained a substantial increase 
of the Weeks l aw cooperative Cund for fire 
protection . lie followed tnis up. by .bringip.g 
about the inquiry by the Senate Committee on 
Reforestation and by guiding the inquiry 
along lines which led to the Clarke-McNary 
law . Meanwhile, however, the question of re­
quirements was being weighed carefully in his 
mind. Gradually his position shifted; and at 
the present time the idea of compulsion has 
been almost completely superseded by that of 
persuasion, education, and dependence upon 
economic conditions plus a voluntary accept­
ance by the lumber industry of publici respon­
sibilities for maintaining productiveness. 

If a guess may be ventured, probably 
two sets of considerations have mainly ir _ 
fluenced the thought of the Fores ter as it 

has worked its way through this subject; one 
practical , and one philosophical . From a 
practical standpoint, unquestionably dropping 
the issue of regulatory requirement s cut of 
the pic ture was essential if the cooperation 
and good will of the lumber indust ry were to 
be obtained; and very substantial results are 
being garnered by working wi tb them rather 
tnan against them. The Forester has won them 
to a receptive attitude fundamentally because 
of his characteristic , patient effort to see 
the other fellow ' s viewpoint, to meet him 
fully half way, and to bring t hings to pass 
if possible by getting agreement and coopera­
tion. Along with this has gone a distrust of 
the workability of any proposal which seeks 
tq revolutionize deep-rooted conceptions and 
practices at a stroke. In short, his phil­
osophy of human action has led him to believe 
that regulation to be effective must spring 
from clear-cut, deeply rooted public convic­
tions , and that evolutiona ry , not revolution­
ary, processes are the means of sound progress. 
The following significant sentences are from 
bis annual report for 1925 : 

"Forestry is at last making real head­
way in the United States in the shape of a 
gradual evo lution in industrial practice and 
land management. To this evolution public 
leadership, current public opinion, and eco­
nomic forces are now all contributing. Na­
tional progress in forestry will from now on 
be measured, most of all, by the rate at which 
timber growing becomes part of every-day land 
1,1~age .. Of this outward spread of forestry 
there is marked evidence in current trends . ~ 

The outward spread of forest ry - t hat 
in a nu tshell represents the process that mu:. t. 
be followed and the end towards attaining 
which primarily effort must be directed in 
order t o bring us t o the solution of our 
forest problem, as t he whole matter p resen ts 
itself to Colonel Bill. It is no policy of 
opportunis!ll that has dictated his course in 

proclaiming, this as tbe essence of the forestry 
program, but the deep conviction t hat there is 
no short cut to the goal. Not only has he 

" 
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placed this in the forefront of the cbjec­
ti ves to be sought - he has himself dcne 
more than any other one man to acce lerate the 
spread. Althcugh he is now about to lay 
down the leadership of the Service, we can be 
confident that his leadership will continue 
to be exercised and his influence powerfully 
felt to the same end. He remains one of us, 
whatever he may do and who rave r he may go. 

ARE FORESTERS MISOSOPHISTS? 

By E. N. W.unns , Washington. 

Apparentl y one never learns except 
thrcugh experience, and the second lesson is 
apt to be far more bitter than the first be­
cause of the recollections of troubles that 

·might have been avoided. We are told that it 
is the part of wisdom to avoid mistakes, but 
we humans are so constituted with abundant 
optimism that hope tends to dull lessons de­
rived from experience until reality brings 
us to account with a jerk . Then our conscience 
punishes us either because of our lack of 
wisdom or for our overabundance of optimism 

·and hope. 
Apparently many of us do not see the 

necessity o.f abiding by basic principles either 
in forestry or in our human r el ations ; so a 
certain number of mistakes are made . con­
sciously or otherwise, until the lesson is 
learned that for permanent happiness hope can­
not take the place of knowledge or of ex­
perience. In the enlightened c::untries of 
Sweden , Norway , Belgium, Germany, Finland, 
Austria. France, Italy, Japan , and Russia, 
foresters have learned some of their lessons 
and are profiting thereby . In some cases it 
has taken more than half a century for one 
lesson to be learned, but in every case, 

inclined to answer "apparently not" and to 
agree that foresters are, general ly speaking , 
misosophists. (Ge t out the dictionary boys !) 
A while back Sparha·nk wrote " if you plant a 
tree, know its ancestors," yet we collect 
seed ·and boast of i ts cheapness as if cheap­
ness were all to take in.to accq.unt . I do not 
belittle the fine work done by District 2 ·i~ 
helping the various States eke out their 
meager appropriations or in helping Gen . Lord 
to point out how much money he has saved to 
the taxpayers of the nation. Far from it! 
'Tis a nobl e effort and deserves high mention 

on the good books of 1928. Eu t, who today 
shall say that 50 years hence we of 1928 will 
be thanked because of this cheap seed? Who 
will tell t he worl d as this future timber 
crop matures that because of our economy in 
1928 the Norway forest crop of 1978 will not 
be what it should? Perhaps none of us who 
collect the seed, or, who read about it! 

We will be out of the pictu re and some other 
struggl ing forester will have to wrestle with 
t he problems, for we are perhaps creating for 
him problems of slow growth, of poor form, of 
poor quality i n his stands. 

Farmers no longer plant seed wheat in 
Dakota obtained from Kentucky, or apple grow­
ers in Yakima apple t r ees grown in Georgia . 

American foresters apparently must learn the 
same way if they will not bel ieve the results 
of investigations and experience. Better a 
pcund of seed at twice the price if it came 
f r cm a good source than two pounds at half 
the price and fr cm the unkncwn tree. But 
the G~od Book says something about our sins 
be ing visited upon the seccnd crop of for­
esters, so let us sow our wild Norway pine 
seed fo r tomorrow another lot of fores te rs 
take cur places ! 

Oh yes, Mr. Johnson, how do you plan 
to hold this seed over for 2, 3, 4, or 5 

decades of time have been lost, money .has been years? Some of us are much interes t ed in 
foolishly expended, and revenues delayed or knowing ! 
deferred beyond hope of returns. on t he invest-r 
ment for many years. Why not avoid one of 
the pitfalls that foreign forestry has pointed ROBERT W. CHAMBERS STRESSES NEED FOR FORESTRY 
out besets our path? 

Upon reading Fred Johnson's note in The American Legicn Magazine for Feb-
the Sen· ice Bulletin of February 13, one is ruary cont ains an article by Robert 17 . Chambers 





With the ·opening of the -war, when it was deoided to 

~ais_e· and send to Frarioe forestry t~oops' -the 1r reorui ti~g 

a~signed .-to C~lo~el "'are~ley. To prep~e th~ ;,~y for _th~;~ op.er~- ·,. 
·... . .... ., . . .,. ~ 

,. t1.ons · in the French FoPests, th~ .. Forester ( Oolonel -Graves) · was· -
. . ~, . . . .. ·: ... 

. sent :to~ France ' e,nd attached. to tho General: Statt<· One· .. ~of . his .. . ~~1. 
' . ' • . . ~ :t;. 

first ~ st"~s was to send. ~o~ Colonel Greeley~ to·. ~id ~-- the. _wdrii:·. · i '!; 
~- "' I~ < • 1'. • • • ' ~ '- ., " .. • .. I . 

After ~Col:onel Gr.avea ~e~urned to t~ ' Uni-ted, St~'j:ea, Oolo~~-1 .. 
.. • t ~ ,. • - .., • ~ • • ,·: ~· . ' - .,. • • I ' _. .., • - ' • l $!' 

'G!'ee~ey · );o~k.t ~;.s~pli_~e,_ a!ld :11nall}'::;be~~e _ ~nief· of - t~.S~o~re~t_:rY: .. . ·; 
\ • i' ~ •• :. • 

section~ in the . .A.Inerioan ~ed1t.1one.ry Forces~ in oh~ge .o:e 21_,000 
~ . ' ~ • .. ·~·f .. .., : t • ~~ • .... r" ""or:."" .... ,. .. ; - ~ , "~ ·.' . • ... ". l ~ 

forestry tl.-oops and _9~ sawmill~; 1fi th lumberfng ,opera'tiQDl!,'_ eoa..t~,.: : .. , 
1. .. ' ~ ~f J ~ .... ,; tJ .. I :-... .' • ' • • ;. .: ~,. ~' .. • >-t =- • \ o .. :-- : "'\, · ·\) 4f ~ o .· , : ,__ 

tered from the 

• (\ • '\1 • \ .• • ~ },.. • ; . .. 

.·>.~..o.T·...,-_;j • ~ Colonel GreEh.ey was awarded. a: deC-oration . by- .the Fie~oh, 
.. :' . .. -. ' . . ·~J.,... .. ~ ~ "io.. f • ' • .• . .. · ~ , •• f ~ \.. ' . .. . 

in re~ognition of his ,_was' service~.- as· a · Chevalier of t~ .Legion""' .·· 

;: ~.tr~o;o..., ... a-t Honor,··· and· by , the ·h~iish as me~~er . of the .D;stin-~ished. Serv.:."· $ 
• " .... • • T' 

• i" "'"'. 

ice. Order. of Great Britain. He has . at so been awarde-d tlie·. United 
- ·. 

I .. ...._ .: - .: •" • ~ .- " - ........... • - ~ • " " 

Sta.t~s ·o itation for meri.torious servia~·~ · 
•• t" .. ~ ~ . . ... ,.otr ... N~ 

~n . July, .. ~919, at.ter !learly two .ye~s o_ f fqre1 g_n. s~~:v-> ~· ~ 0 
• • .. • f .. t - .. . . '· • l q .. 

he was brought baok to ·th'e Uni~ed States, and in October.,...-: · 
• ..,. - •• • ..,t1 ' ,._ 4 •• • ~ -4" • ... .. # 

ref!um~d li!.s_ q_ld P._o.s !_t.ion -"n th.e · ]'Qref!t . service; but · retaining-. .. 
. .) ~ . . '. ... 

his camni~~io':l· as Li~utenant:..c?lone~ . :n the En~ineer Of:t'i.c~r~< ··.~;. ·_ .· 

., 

: ~-0~ · the resignation of Co lone~ · Graxes as For~ster, the 
.. - • ' • • ' • • • .f. ' 

~~-~~~· ·secretary· of Agriculture appointed Colonel qreeley as .his, naturar 
•' I .. • • - . ._, 

. -
suooessor. "I consider," s aid Seo~etary Meredith in announcing · 

' 

his seleotion, 1'that the Department is :t'9rtunate in Mving avail-

able a man so well qualified· to .fill exoeptional~y difficult 



and responsible posi tion, and 

lntarests in forestry will be 

at t he. head oi: our .Forest Ser viQe. " · 
• " ~ - " • ... 'I' 

c~onel Gr~eley is a fellow of the society ot. American · 
• .. .&: .. . ::~--., .... ...,._ ...... 

. ForeSters; a director ·of .the :Am~riaa.n. Forestry :A.sso~lation, ~ 
, . . ; . .. - ... . . 

. men;.ber of . P·hi -Beta Kappa and ))efta.. Upsilon,. the Cosmos -Cl'Ub' . 
• • :- • • • • -:: . ' ,, • • _. ... _. ,' ... ·> • • 

. the Graduate Advisory Board ot .. Yale '-Forest ~hool, ' ·and ·the U. 
~~'-:' •. ~ . . ...... . . ;...~ ~ ~:- ~ ~a. .,. 

· deographio.-;'Bo~rd.- "He is ,-.. tlle a.uthor. o'f various publications . .. . . ... \ ~ ""... , -· ; .. 
~:~:.,. .. ~~~~:<:"'~ · P-~~·ers ,_on forestry . Sll:-bJ ~ts •. · H,is high pro~ess1onai standing, 

1'• <0 .. ,:.,_,,_...... ~ .. • .. ~ " ~ ' • • : • ,. t. ~ ~ ~ .. • ~.. ~ -. . .. v. . . '"".. 0 " • "< 

. broad /training :' and exp er~'eno a, a}ld ; d~~o~s:tra ted aap ao ~ty as an 
J\\ J... "' ' :· ·. "' • ' .' " • . • ... • 

exeout~ve made hilii the natur-al soooessor ..._ t _o : Gifford PihChot 
~ . ~ . :... ' .. , 

. ·~ s. Graves as ohie:f ot the Forest' Service. 
•• • " • r 7 • 
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1.~/ ~ Kotok told me tod.a~r that he has an 

unfinished the si:::; or ether pc.per cf :-,~;r1 , com­---paring Hi ll:..8J1 Gr-eeley a.nC. Lyle ~··atts , t he tHo Chiefs . 

tie has r:E Has ha.'Tlper ed b) the lir.i ted mater ial avail-

able- on the t~fo men. Very little persom~ paper s or 

!'1enos J.ef'L =r c.r~ t hE:ir terms of office . Greeley 1 s pa­

pers are in Eugene, Oregon, rr.ostl~r of h is l umber in­

du.stry per:i.od after J.ea1rih6 F .s . ~·Ja:.t~ ' ar e uith his 
son, Gordoh, i1'. Ognen, and have not beer. i ndexed. lie -----sai d he p lans to f i nish the pcwcr when he r etires . 

2 . He also sai& that Earl i'!orrm~ did a great deal t o 
hel p perfect the first F .s. Bulldozer, in R-5 (Calif .• ) 
J :m~rov!_ -v1as a rr.e chanlc .> n ci: & f orester, r.ot a college rr.ar: 

He was .!!.d.d:i.,eRickenback;er' s aitplane mechan:i.c in "'.tMar :t., 3. He sald He shc,ula tr.f to ge·r;- a copy or tne ~ • .::>. I..U.G. 

of Karl C .La.n,:;field,~ • .A~~s tistrict Ro.n[:;er, 1·Lt . Hoou 
r~atl. Fore~t , R-6. Ee lvc::: meticulous anC. cited by- Ji''. S . as 
an excellent exa.n:ple of a district fores ter :in the 1 930s . --4. Ee said we shoul d. put on our project l ist a history 
of the cb..an;.-es in official prescribed forestr; practices 

ftore thO earliest davs of ~7;;;:;_•;~:;: 
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WasbUlgtcn, D. c. 20250 

1650 CoDtaets (Historical Data) 

Biographical Data oa v. B. Qteeley 

Mr. Jt. a.' ran~cq 
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April 2, 1969 

we an happy to 1-.d you b:lOSftPh1cal uterial mel .• pho~aph 
of Willi•. 1. Gneley, the thiri Chief of the Ponat S."tce. · 
for the hi•tOl:Y you an Vl'itiq OD the Ccaaclim Iut:Ltute of 
r...u.y. 

~ : 
To QPdate tho bioaxapby, Mr. en. ley vaa Sec;ntary -~ Ha&&P" 
ot. the v .. t Coaat ~·· Aaaoc1at1an uoti1 .1946, ad th..a 
aawd a fOI'eatr, author and le~tunl" wtil bia death -~. 1955 • 

You .-, wiab to ~ult the biop'apby Villip 1, GJ .. tv: .6. 
Pntetical I'Ohater witteD by Ceorp 'f. Mcn"pa, Jr •• aoc1 publahe4 
bJ tlie ronac JUacosy S~t:J :&a 1~61. rteaM let ua kllav 1f you 
DM4 .on llatarial fraa ua .. 

SiDc:ftely, 

Henry W. DeBndtl 

HIDf V• DdiUllf, Dtnc~or 
Di.utoa of Inl~iod -.1 UliCAtlaa 

~· ·. 
DOC:rt 

.. 
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December 2, 1955 

Colonel William B. Greele died at his home in Port Gamble, Washington~ November 30. 
He was a ormer Ch~e the Forest Service, serving n that capacity from 19 0- 8. 

Colonel Greeley entered the Fbrest Service in 1904. He served as Inspector of the 
national forests of California 1905-06; Supervisor of the Sequoia National Forest 
1906-08; District Forester in charge of District 1 (Northern Region) 1908-llJ 
assistant forester in charge of timber management Washington Office 1911-20; and 
Chief Forester 1920-28. 

He left the Forest Service to become secretary-manager of the West Coast Lumber­
men's Association and served with that organization until his retirement in 1945. 
He continued after his retirement to act in an advisory capacity to the associa­
tion. 

Colonel Greeley was with the ~~erican Expeditionary Forces in France August 1917 to 
July 1919 as Lt. Col. 20th Engineers and chief of the forestry section. He was 
awarded a decoration by the French, in recognition of his war service, as a 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor, and by the English as member of the Distinguished 
Service Order of Great Britain. He has also been awarded the United States 
citation for meritorious service. 

Colonel Greeley was a graduate of the University of California, with the degree of 
B.S. (1901) and of Yale Forest School, with the degree of M.F. (1904). 

Colonel Greeley was one of this country's leading foresters. He had a big part in 
the development of policies and programs for Federal-State cooperation in forestry 
under t he Clarke-McNary Law, After he left the Forest Service, he was a leader 
in the advancement of industrial forestry. In 1946, he was awarded the Schlioh 
memorial medal for outstanding achievement in forestry~ He was a member of the 
Commission on Conservation and Administration of the Public Domain (1931) and one 
of the principal formulators of the N.R.A. Lumber Code (1933). He served as 
director of the American Forestry Association, was a Fellow of t he Society of 
American Foresters, and served as president of the Society in 1915, He wes 
author of the books "Forests and Men" (195l)and "Forest Policy" (1953), and 10f 
many articles and bulletins on forestry, the first of which (1907) was on the 
white oak in the southern Appalachians. 

The sincerest sympat~ of the Service is extended to membersofhis family. 

A Service-wide State and Private Forest Conference will be held at Biloxi, Miss., 
Decem er 6-9. tten ng w e representatlves from the Washington Office and 
Regions 1 to 91 incl. Included are all of the Cooperative Fire Control personnel, 
and certain personnel from the Blister Rust Control, Cooperative Forest Management, 
and Flood Prevention and River Basin Programs. Assistant Chief Swingler will be 
chairman of the meetinge Assistant Chief Hendee will also participate. 

9683 (over) 



WILLIAM B. GRDL!Y 

Foreat Service career officer 

Third Chief Foreater, 1920-28 

Clarke-McNary lav enacted - Extended federal 
authority to purcbaae foreat land; authorised 
cooperative asree.enta with atatea to extend 
foreat fire protection. 

National Foreat vilderneaa ayate• began vith 
area on Gila •atioaal Foreat. 

Matioaal Foreat ad.tniatration atrenatheaed. 



WILLUM B. GIIBLKY 1920-1928 

Mr. Greeley, a career Foreat Service officer, beea.a the third Chief 

roreater in May, 1920. 

In the wake of the recent war, he aav that the preaaina need vaa for 

the atoppina of devaatation of tt.berland by fire and overcuttina, and 

the reforeatation of land already denuded. He uaed every poaaible .. ana 

to accnpliah thia objective. He worked with lu.ber.n and ellbryonic 

State foreatry proar ... , auppl ... ntiaa where poaaible with federal coop-

eration. 

He ia aiven the •in credit for the paaaaae of the Clarke-McRary law 
J 

of 192,. When he left the Poreat Service in 1928, thia concept of 

federal-atate-private cooperation in fire control, reforeatation, and 

fara foreatry extenaion vaa actually produciaa reaulta in baltina foreat 

devaatation. 

The firat atep toward the National Foreat Wilderneaa ayatea vaa .ade 

in 1924, wben a apecial area of the Gila Rational Foreat in Kev Mexico 

vaa aet aaide in order to protect ita wilderneaa valuea. 

The Poreat Service, UDder Mr. Greeley, experienced elaht yeera of 

contlnuoua proareaa, lncreaaed efficiency, influence, aDd preatiae. 
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anticipated char 1; watershed work plans 
wiU be submitted ro congress when it re­
con,·enes. 

In Urah we ha,·e receiYed ~o watershed 
project applications. Preliminary field 

• • · - l.. ~ · ·- \.....,..,_ .... ._ .......... ("\9"'0 - 11 \. 

YALE FOREST SCHOOL NEWS 

Buckland; Phil T homas. ·~<); D ou!Z Red­
mond, ';o; Ollie Vaartaia, ' p, and 1\ l rs. 
\'aan aja . A paper on Poria wierii root­
rot of Douglas fir was presented br Don 
Buckland and a paper on seedlin!l" di;eas~s 
was read b,· O llie \ 'aarcaja. !\ Irs. Ri lcr 
was chairnian of the Ladies' Enr-:rtain­
mcnt Committee and !\Irs. Vaarraia was 
a ,·er}· acti\·e member. The success of 
the Exhibits Section was largely due to 
Mrs. Buckland 's well-known ·habit of 
becoming an im·aluable all r when most 
needed. 

YALE M EN ATTENDING 
W ATERSHED MANAGEMENT 

CONFERENCE 

Among chose attending the vVarershed 
Management Conference held ac Denver, 
Colorado in November were che follow­
ing Yale men: 

Merwin A. Mattoon, ' 14, Asst. Re.~ ional 
Forester, Region 7, U.S.F.S. 

vVarren T. Murphy, '27, Chief. D il'i­
sion of Flood Control and Prevenrion 
U.S.F.S. 

]. Herbert Stone, '27, Regional For­
ester, Region 6, U.S.F.S. 

Charles A. Connaughton, 'H. Regional 
Forester, Region 8, U.S.F.S. 

E. Gerard Dunford. '>6, Research For. 
ester, Pacific orthwesr Forest Experi-
ment Station, U.S.F.S. 

Elmer M. Bacon, ·~7. Forest Super­
vision, Region 7, U.S.F.S. 

H oward 'i'V. Lull, 'w. Northeastern 
Forest Experiment Station, U.S.F.S. 

WILLIAM BUCKHOUT GREELEY, 
'04 

1879 - 1965 

The death of W illiam B. G reeley oc­
curred on . ovember w, 19\'i, at his 
home, Suquamish, vVashingwn, after an 
illness of several months. In his passing, 
the School and the nation have lost one 
of their most illustrious and useful ~ons. 
As Chid of rhe U. S. Forest Service from 
1920 to 1928, and subsequently in the 
position of Secretary-Manager of d1e 
vVest Coast Lumbermen's Association 
until 1 94~. Greeley left an indelible stamp 
on the forest policies of this nation, help­
in~ to rurn it away from the path of 
federal control of private practices to 
that of coo;>erative and educational effort 
:md stimulation of privare initiative. At 
the same time, he played a leading role 
in the conversion of the American forest 
industries from their original practice of 
timber liquidation ro a new policy of 
g-rowing timber as a crop, under sustained 
yield management. 

Bill Greeley was born September 6, 
J 879, in Oswego, ·. Y., the son of Frank 
N. Greeler, a Congregational mi:1 1~ter. 
H e was prepared at San Jose (Cal if. ) 
H igh School , and received the degree 

11 

of B.S. from rhe UniYersitY of California 
in 1901. Pre\·ious to this he had been 
engaged briefly in mountain ranching in 
Ca irornia ;1nd ;tfter college he caught for 
one year in rhe Abmeda (Calif.) H igh 
School. 

He entered the Yale School of Forestry 
in the fall of 1902, g-raduating with the 
Cia~s cf 190~. T he spri ng term of that 
ye2r was spent at Milford, Pa., under 
Ror 1\hrsron, 'oz, and Austin Cary. 
Greeley always maintained a wam1 and 
c~os~ 1riendship for Cary, who later 
worked with him in the Forest Service. 
T he topographic mapping of Pike County 
is replete with memories of Bill and 
Austin Cary. 

Entering the Forest Service on gradua­
tion from Yale, Greeley spent a year in 
commercial tree studies in the Southern 
Appalachians, before being assigned in 
] uly 1901 as inspector of timber sales on 
the National Forests in California. From 
NO\·ember J<)o6 to May 1908, he served as 
Supervisor of the Sequoia National Forest 
at H ot Springs, Cal ifornia, where he had 
the responsibility of organizing the ad­
ministrative force and of fire protection 
on an area of over three million acres. 

In July 1908, G+eeley was appointed 
District Foreseer at Missoula, Montana, 
where he remained until 191 1. In order 
to appease the clamor for elimination of 
"agricultural" lands from the National 
Forests in his D istrict , Bill formulated 
the policy of listing for forest homesteads 
such land in certain areas as had less 
than 4,ooo board feet per acre of mer­
chantable timber . One of these areas lay 
in the Swan Valley of the Flathead Na­
tional Forest, which had not been sur­
veyed by d1e U. S. Land Office. Nothing 
daunted, B.ill decided to put in a crew, 
run land lines, :md lay out the prospec­
tive for est homesteads by meres and 
bounds, selecting H. H. Chapman, 'o4, to 
head the job. Clyde Leavitt, dubbed 
Greeley "4,ooo-foot Bill." But the meas­
ure prevented elimination of the disputed 
areas. 

In 1911 Greeley went to Washington, 
D. C., as assistant forester in char~e of 
silviculture. His contacts with the lum­
ber interests began in 191 ;, when he 
represented che Forest Service at a con­
ference held by the Federal T rade Com­
mission with the National Lumber Manu­
facturers Association. 

During W orld W ar I, G reeley ser ved 
in the 1oth Engineers (Forestry) from 
1917 to 1919. He was commissioned as 
a 1\Iajor in 1917 and promoted to Lieu­
tenant Colonel in 1918. As Deputy 
Di rector of the Division of Forestry, 
American Expeditionary Forces, he 
supervised the Q~ lumbering operations 
in France which supplied the timber 
needs of the Amer ican forces. In recog­
nition of his sen ·ices he was made a 
Chc,·alier of the Legion of Honor by the 
French Government. He also received 
both the American Distinguished Service 
Medal and the British Distinguished 
Sen·ice Order. 

On the retirement of Henry S. Graves 
in 1920, Greeley was appointed Chief 
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GREElEY APPl~UDfD 

AS fO~[ST~Y CHIEf 
Efforts Inspired Service, 

Say His Colleagues. 

RAPID RISE RECOUNTED 

R etiring Leader B egan in 1904 

So Well Equipped He Soon 

Climbed to Top. 

~en C. M. Granger, United States 
f orester in this north Pacific district, 
was even younger than he appears 
today, he was a forest assistant on 
the Sierra South (now the Sequoia) 
national forest in California, and 
William B. Greeley, who soon will 
become manager of the West Coast 
Lumbermen's association, was the 
forest supei'Visor. That was in 1907. 

Having family connections t here, 
Mr. Granger hoped the permanent 
assignment he was awaiting would 
lreep him in California. Two other 
forest assistants, who, with Mr. 
Granger, had come fresh from east­
ern technical schools to learn the 
r opes of actual forestry under Mr. 
Greeley, also had definite hopes. 

Hopes Get Severe J olt. 
Those hopes were dashl'd one day. 

The Oregonian 
Portland, Oregon 
Februar y 26 , 1928 

PORTLANDER AND GREELEY FRIENDS AT YALE 

' 

T he forest assistants received letters 
purporting to assign them to the 
n early utter ends of the eru;th. ¥r. 
Granger's new. home ostensibly was 
·t o be in or near the Luquillo f orest 
ot P orto Rico. 

But the letters weren't genuine. 
'l'hey were faltes. perpetrated by Mr. 
Greeley. 

- I 
Colonel William B. Greeley <le ft) , chief United States forester , soon to be 1 

manager of the West Coast Lumbermen's association , and H. D. Foster, 
Portland, forest examiner on the Mount Hood national forest, who I 
were roommates at thl'l Yalfl forest school, class of 190<1. The picture 
was tak en at New Haven, Conn., Jn June of tbat year. Below-colonel 
Greeley. 

That is the only levity the Portland 
d istrict forester can remember, e,fter 
many years of close connections, con­
c er ning the ma n now called "leader 
of. forestry in America." 

Colonel Greeley- he became a lieu­
t enant-colonel of engineers during Mr. Greeley a· doctor of laws degree 
the world war and is a colonel·in the and Yale university gave him a mas­
r eserves-is r enowned among forest ter of arts degree in June, 1927. 
s ervice men for clarity of mind. Mr. and Mrs. Greeley have three 

I H. D. Foster of P ortland, forest sons and a daughter. Their home is 
examiner on the Mount Hood national at Chevy Chase, Md. 
forest, recalls that in the Yale forest service 1\Ien Give Praise . 
.11chool Mr. Greeley was a hard work- Forest service m en say that, a s 
er, even though "he could have got-
t en through without doing any study- chief. forester, Mr. Greeley "brought 
1n • 11 d 11 hi the service through the more or less 

g.' Mr. Greeley_ exce e a s disorganized condition following the 
classmates in the speed with which world war, put new system, organlza­
h e grasped new ideas and solved 
problems, Mr. Foster r elates. T hey tion and life lnto it. H is insistence 
were roommates throughout their upon well-thought-out plans f or han­
two years 1n the school. dllng the national forest resources 

entrusted to him and his organiza-
E . W. Wheeler Was Classmate. t!on, instilling Into the men of the 

E. W. Wheeler, ranger at Herman service a keener sense ot their re­
creek, on the Mount Hood national sponsibillties to the American people 
f orest, was a high school classmate for safeguarding this rich h eritage, 
of. Colonel Greeley's at San Jose, Cal. have been the highlights of his ad­

His forest service colleagues apeak ministration. As a strong character 
of Colonel Greeley as " a. forester of and as a leader in forestry, he has 
the highest -type, a -.tudee& ot I~ lilian subjected to criticiams naturally 
eatry and forest economics, an iDde- following such outstanding and cour­
fatigable worker, possessed of a a geous qualities.' ' 
keen, analytical mind, blessed with Mr. Greeley is the author of books 
abundant vision and courage.'! They and bulletins on forestry and a pro­
say he has thdllght deeply on for- lific contributor to the Saturday Eve­
~~t;:Las -~~~I_!ler~~~ •. P!~~~em __ an?: I n!ng P ()St, s _unset, Review of R e-

' 

lUI 



ure tne natJOn!ll poucy or rore:nry ~-:- -- -- -- · -·- .-- - - . 
inaugurated by his predecessor, Henry hts maximum tenut e in the offtc.e at 
s. Graves. Mr. Greeley started and ten. years. He has held the postt ion 
made largely effective the co-opera- a little less than eight yea:s. Inas­
tive features of such a policy as that much as Mr. Greeley's dec1slo!l' was 
exemplified in the Clarke-McNary b!lsed somewhat on Mr: Graves deci­
reforestat!on act of 1924," giving it s1on to leave the position at. the end 
l ife, and translating private, state of ten years, M:· Granger thmks that 
and federal f orestry into terms of a ten-year m~XImum tenure may be­
co-operation t erms for the first time come a tz:adltion of the chief tor- . 
understandable · to foresters, lumber- es~h~s #:~~eCoast L umbermen's as­
~~n.find the .American people gener- sociatlon, of which Mr. Greeley soon 
~· y. will become manager, is an amalga-

Oswego, N. Y., His Birthplace. mation of the old West Coast Lum-
The forester was born of Scottish bermen's association and the West 

atock transplanted first to New Eng- Coast Lumber Trade Extension bu­
l and and later to New York state. reau. The consolidation was effected 
Mr. Greeley was born at Oswego, at Seattle February 17. Seattle is the 
N. Y., September 6, 1879. His father present headquarters. It Is under­
)Vas a Congregationalist minister. stood that one of the conditions of 
When he was a lad he was taken Colonel Greeley's acceptance of the 
around Cape Hom in a sailing ves- position was the privilege of s elect­
eel. The family settled in the San ing his own headquarters. 
Jose valley of California, where 
young Greeley attended the high 
achool. Subsequently, he engaged for 
a few years in mountain · ranching 
and for one year he taught school. 
Then he went to the University of 
California, and was graduated in 1901 
with a ·bachelor of science degree. 
He had decided to become a. forester. 

The ·Yale school gave him a. ma~ter 
of forestry degree in 1904. He en­
tered the United States forest service 

• that year as a forest assistant, and 
worked In the southern Appalachians, 
1n New England, and later in Cali­
fornia. He became a forest inspector 
the next year, and in 1906 supervisor 
of the Sierra South forest. · 

Miss Gertrude Maxwell Jewett be­
~ame Mrs. William B. Greeley at 
Berkeley, Cal., on December 30, 1907. 

Career Has Been Wide. 
The western forest districts were 

orgahlzed in 1908, and Mr. Greeley 
became forester of the northern 
Rocky mountain district, with head­
quarters at Missoula, Mont. He held 
that position during disastrous forest 
fir!lS in that r egion in 1910. He be- ~ 
came assistant forester and went to j 
Washington, D. C., in 1911, to take 
charge of the branch of forest man­
agement under Mr. Grayes, w)lo was 
then chie f forester. 

In August, 1917, Mr. Greeley had j 
obtained a :furlough from the forest 1 service, and he sailed for France as 
a major of engineers attached to the 1 
lOth engineers (forestry) .. His chief, 
who, by that timeL was Major Graves, 
already was in .I:'Tance. When, In 

· lll18, the lOth and 20th engineers were 
reorganized, Mr. Greeley became a 
chief of the forestry section of the 
division of construction and forestry. 
At ' the time of the armistice he was 
1n charge of this section, which con­
'talned 21,000 forestry troops, the larg­
est regiment ever organized in the 
American or any other army, mili­
tary men say. T he regiment was 
runn.lng 95 sawmills and turning out 
more than 2,000,000 feet of lumber 
products daily. The forester was 
c:lted for meritorious service and he 
received the American distinguished 
•ervlce medal, became a. member of 
the French legion of honor, and re­
ceived the British distinguished serv­
Ice cross. 

Chief's .Job Come to Him. 
Mr. Greeley returned to the United 

States in July, 1919, as a lieutenant­
colonel. Upon Colonel Graves' resig­
n ation from the forest service in May, 
1920, he becl!-me chief forester. He 
was the first .American-trained man 
t o hold the position. Messrs. Fernow, 
Pinchot and Graves had received all 
or narts of their forestry training 
11i>road. 

Mr. Greeley. is a member of Delta 
"UPsilon college fraternity and of P hi 
Beta Kappa scholarship society. He 
fs a fellow and ex-president of the 
Society of Amerfcan Foresters, a 
director and president of the Ameri­
c an Forestry association, member of 
the Boone and Crockett club of New I 
York, the Cosmos and Federal clubs 
of Washington, · and a colonel of 
engineers, army r eserve corps. 

l'he Univer~it;y: of 9aufornia &a.ve 

- . 

J 



• Washington Post 
Washington, D. C. 
Feb. 21, 1928 

RESIGNS POST 

Underwood & Under~vot>d. 

WlLLIA~f B. G R EELEY. 

COL . GREELEY QUITS 
AS FORESTRY CHIEF 

; To Accept Position With West 
I Coast Lumber Manufac­

turers Association. 
Col. Wllllam B . Greeley, chief of the 

forest service of the Department ot Ag­
riculture since 1920, has resigned to 

i accept a. position with tlle West Coast 
1 Lumber Manufacturers Asl;ociatlon, it 

I wa.s announced yesterda.y by se.~retary 
Jardine. Maj. R. Y. Stuart , assistant 
forester In charge of publ1c relations, 
will I!IUcceed Col. Greeley. 

Col'. Greeley lus 'Qeeu regarded tor 
yeSJ;s as one of the mo!!t expert forest­
ers In the Gover11ment service. Enter­
Ing the Department ot Agriculture 1n. 
1904, he underwent e. wide variety ot 
experiences In reforestations, supervi­
sion over timber sales and cooperative 
work In promot111g fire ·pr otection. Pre­
ven tion ot d isastrous fires through 
stimulation of a nation al pride In for ­
estry has been one o! Col. Greeley's 
achievements. 

During the World War Col. Greeley 
had charge o! 21,000 troops and 115 saw­
mms. whlle a t present he bas charge 
ot more than 150,000,000 acres ot Gov­
ernment land. High praise o! his rec­
ord with the Federal forestry service 
was expressed by Secretary Jardille and 
other department otl'lclals In accepting 
the resignation. Maj. S tuart, who will 
become the new chief, has been with 
the department since 1906. He will en­
ter upon his new duties May 1. 

!l . B • 

·washington Star 
~ashington, D. C. 
February 20, 1928 

COL. W. B. GREELEY RESIGNS 
AS U. S. FOREST SERVICE CHIEF 

Accepts Posi tion With Lumber 
Manufacturers-Praised 

by Secretary Jardine. 

Commanded Timber Section 
of A. E. F.-Maj. R. Y. 

Stuart Is Successor . 

. B~· the Assor.ia ted P 1·es!§. 
T he resignation of Col. William B. 

Greeley, chief of the Forest Service of 
the Depa rtmen t ol Agriculture sip.ce 
1920. effective May 1, to accept a posi-

/ tion with the West Coast Lumber Manu-

' 

fac turers' Associat ion, was announced 
today by Secretary Jardine. He will be 

I 
succeeded by Maj. R. Y. Stuart, present 
assistant forester In charge of public 
relations. 

Col. G1·eeley has been with the F orest 
Service since 1904, and has had a wide 
range of experience in reforestation, 
supervision over timber sales and co­
operative work with the States and 
private owners in promoting fire pro­
tect ion . 

As cl,lie! of the fores try section ot 
the American forc~s 'in France dur ing 1 

the World War he had charge of 21.000 / 
troops and 95 sawmllls, while In h is • 
presen t capacity h e administers more I 
than 150,000.000 acres of F ederal land. I 

"It would be impossible to overstate 
the high character of the service ren- 1 
dered by Col. Greeley to the welfare of 

1 the American people," Secretary J ardine i 
said in accepting his resignation. " He I 
has· uniformly commanded the respect 
of his subordinates and won unreserved I 
approval from the public liS a construc­
tive, well balanced. eminen tly 'fair and 1 
always far-sighted maker of policies." 

Maj. Stuart, who will be<;pme the n ew 
chief, has been with the department 
since 1906, except for a six-year period 
with the Pennsylvania department of 
forests and waters. 

Above: Col. William B. Greeley. 
Below : Maj. R. Y. Stuart, who will l 

succeed Col Greeley. 

HI 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULWRE ,$~, I[ )j. ' 
For P.M. Release January 15 Washington, January 121 1959 

Forest Service Announces Two Top Level Promotions: 

Arthur w. Greeley, regional forester at Milwaukee, has been named assistant 

chief of the Forest Service, the u.s. Department of Agriculture announced today, 

He is succeeded by M. M. (Red) Nelson1 at present deputy assistant chief in charge 

of national forest resource management in Hashington. The transfers are effective 

March l. 

Mr. Greeley 1 s transfer to vlashington is a homecoming for him, He was born 

here Aug, 1_, 19121 and attended Hestern High School. In 1944 he returned to the 

city and worked three years in the Division of Timber Management of t he Forest 

Service. 

In his new position Mr. Greeley succeeds Howard Hopkins, who retired July 1. 

As an assistant chief he will help formulate Forest Service policies. He will 

act for the Chief in matters pertaining to national forest protection and develop-

ment. Specifically this includes forest fire protection, engineering1 land 

classification and boundary activities on 181 million acres of national forest 

land. 

~~ . Greeley has had wide experience in the Forest Service, He started as 

assistant ranger on the St. Joe National Forest in Idaho in 1935 and worked up 

through the ranks as forest ranger, assistant supervisor, forest supervisor, 

assistant director of a forest and range experiment station, and as regional 

forester. His assignments took him to Montana1 California, the Pacific North-

west, Alaska, and the Lake States region, 

He received his B.S. dagree in forestry from the University of Washington and 

his Master's degree in forestry from Yale. 

Mr. Nelson will be responsible for the management of the 10 national forests 

4235 
(more) 

USDA 78-59 
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in the North Central Region of the Forest Service which covers Michigan, Ohio, 

Indiana, illinois, vlisconsin, Minnesota, Imva, North Dakota, and Missouri , He 

will also work with the State Foresters on State-Federal cooperative programs 

with private landowners in those States -- forest fire control, technical on-the­

ground assistance, and forest pest control. 

Mr. Nelson has been deputy to the assistant chief in charge of the management 

of natural resources on all the national forests. Prior to that he was Assistant 

Regional Forester in charge of fire control for the California Region of the 

Forest Service and served as assistant forest ranger, forest ranger, and forest 

supervisor in the Pacific Northwest, 

Before working for the Forest Service, Mr. Nelson was with the Los Angeles 

County Forestry Department. He was born in Grand Valley, Colo., Nov. 91 19o8. 

He received his B.S. degree in forestry from the University of Washington in 

1935. 

(EDITORS: Photos of Mr. Greeley and Hr . Nelson are available on request to 

the fhotographic Division, Office of Information, u.s. Department of Agriculture, 

Washington 25, D.C.) 

For P.M. Release January 15 

USDA 78-59 
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FOREST NEWS 
(Information concernin~ the National Fores ts and the work of the 

Forest Service) 

ALASKA RIDIONAL FORESTER APPOINTED 

(Pleaae _do not release befo~a April 13) 

R6-Pl.O 
4--1053 

Appointment of three Pacific Northwest men to top positions in the 

Alaska region of the u. s. Forest Service was announced today by Richard E. 

McArdle, Chief of the Forest Service in the Department of Agriculture. 

Arthur w. Greeley, assistant to the director of the Pacific Northwest 

Forest and Range Experiment Station in Portland, Ore., has· been named regional 

forester for Alaska, succeeding B. Frank Heintzleman who was appointed governor 

ot the territory recently. In his new position, Greeley will be responsible for 

the administration of more than 20 million acres in the Chugach and Tongass 

National Fore~ts which are particularly valuable as a potential source of pulp­

wood. It is estimated that they could supply a million tons of pulp per year 

forever. One mill with a daily capacity of 350 tons is already under construction, 

John L. Emerson, assistant to the Department of Agriculture's representa­

tive on theColumbia River Basin Commission in Portland and formerly supervisor 

of the St. Joe National Forest in Idaho, has been appointed assistant Regional 

forester in charge of administrative management and engineering. Wiliiam H. 

Johnson, supervisor of the Snoqualmie National Forest with headquarters in 

Seattle, will be assistant regional forester in charge of timber, recreation, 

and lands. He succeeds Charles a. Burdick who retired March 31. 



. 
• 2-.ALA.SKA REGIONAL FORESTER APPOINTED 

Greeley was first employed b,y the Forest Service as a lookout on the 

Snoqualmie National Forest during the 1932 field season while attending forestry 

school. After appointment to a junior ranger position in Idaho in 1935, he 

served on national forests in Montana, Idaho, and California as ranger, timber 

management staff officer, assistant supervisor, and supervisor before assuming 

his present position in 1951. 

The new regional forester also worked on flood control surveys in Montana 

and served as timber management assistant in the office of the Chief Forester 

in Washington, D. c. between 1944 and 1947. Tbe son of William B. Greeley who 

was chief of the Forest Service from 1920 to 19281 he received a bachelor's 

degree in forestry fro~ the University of Washington in 1934 and a master's 

degree in forestry from Yale the following year • 

Greeley is married and has three daughters; ages 7, 10, and 13. He is a 

member of the Society of American Foresters. 

Emerson is a 1928 graduate of the University of Montana forestry school. 

Prior to his appointment as district ranger on&D Idaho national forest in 1944, 

he worked as agent for the Bureau of Plant Industry and was Nebraska State 

director of the federal shel terbelt project. From 1942 to 1944, he was employed 

on the Guayule Emergency Rubber Project in California. 

Since 1944, he has served successively as ranger, assistant supervisor, 

supervisor, and finally staff officer in the Missoula, Montana, regional office 

division of recreation and lands until his Portland assignment. He is married 

and has three sons, two of whom are foresters. 

Johnson worked seasonallY from 1925 to 1934 on various protective jobs 

on the Olympic National Forest in Washington. In 1935 he was appointed as fire 

training foreman and in 1939 placed in charge of a Civilian Conservation Corps 

side camp as forestry and conservation instructor. He was promoted to timber 

salas officer on the Soleduck district .of the Olympic forest in 1941. 



" 
~SKA REGIONAL FORESTER APPOINTED 

The following year he was transferred to the Wind River district of' the 

Gifford Pinchot National Forest in southwestern Washington to do timber sale 

work. He was advanced to timber management assistant in 1943 and a year later 

became ranger in charge of the Wind River district. 

In 1946, he returned to the Olympic forest as staff officer in charge of 

fire control, engineering, and recreation and lands. He was promoted to assistant 

forest supervisor in 1947 and advanced to supervisor in 1950. 

Johnson is married and has three sons; ages 10, 16, and 17. A member of 

the Society of' American Foresters and affiliated with the Masonic Lodge, he is 

aJ.so a trustee of the Washington Forestey Conference and a member of the State 

Development Division, Seattle Chamber of Commeree. 

### 
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Office Memorandum · 

U. S. FOREs·r :m.RVICit 
P . 0 . B O X 4 137 

PORTLAND 6, OREGON 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO Information & Education DATE : April 6, 1953 

FROM Personnel Managenent, Bernard A. Anderson 

SUBJECT: K PERSONNEL, Greeley, Arthur W • 

Following is material for news release, and is all of the material 
we can supply from the official file in this Division. 
- ~ 7), ,.{ --~.A. 
University of Washington, BSF 1934; MF Yale 1935. 

Employed as lookout 1932 field season on the Snoqualnd.e Forest. 

Received forester appointment in 1935, assigned to the St. Joe 
Forest; transferred to the Kaniksu Forest later the same year; 
returned to St. Joe forest in 1936. Promoted to district ranger 

_·.~ in charge of t~ftontrl Po~ district, St. Joe Forest in 1937; 
~ "'('-~ ~r.omoted -to SUpervisor's staff officer, Kootenai Forest in 1938. 

'2 · I Transferred to the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest and Range 
Experiment Station in l~O.~~omoted to assistant forest supervisor, 
Custer Forest; in 1942 . Transferred to Coeur d 1 Alene Forest in 1943. - (4. ./ .~ 
Promoted to Forester, with assignment to the Timber Management Division ~- ~ 
, Office of the Chief, Forest Service, Washington, D. c., in 1944, 
in charge of tree nurseries and tree planting, preparing budgets, 
inspecting field operations and making recommendations on tech­
nical phases of the work. Transferred to Region Five as Forest 
Supervisor in charge of the Lassen Forest in 1947. Promoted to 
Research Forester, and assigned to the Pacific Northwest Forest 
and Range Experiment Station as assistant to the Director in 1951. 

SA F 
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Arthur \'i . Gre~~ 

(~0 
11.b.s for a biographical sketch - BSF a t University of -::ashington in 1934, 
and tfii' from Yale in 1935. Entered U. S. Forest Service as Assis tant 
Di stri ct Ranger in June of 1935 on the St. Joe National Forest i n Idaho . 
Served in Region One f rom then until May of 1944 as Asst . Di st . Ranger, 
District Ranger, Timber Sal es Project Off icer, and Assistant Supervisor, 
working on five national forests in all . For 6 months in 1940 was 
assigned to the NPJA Sta tion a t Missoula on Flood Control Surveys. 

" ~.~ay 1944 to AprU 1947 r1a s a ssigned to the Division of Timber Management 
in Washington as Chief of Planting . ~pril 1947 to date t:a£vtt=been 
Forest SupervisorAersc ~ }L..t....t(, .J:~t ~_. .... '·d Ci~ : 

"I worked in the Pacific Northwest woods summe~s while going f o s chtol 
nas a lookout on the Snoqualmie for one sea son, and worked on a cruis­
ing and mapping party for Cr own-gillamette for t wo summers . 

"The family consi sts of a wife and three daughters , ages 11, 8, and 5." 

The effective dat e of Greel ey ' s transfer i s July 22 . His ap?ointment, 
which has been approved by the Civil Service Commis sion, i s as Principal 
Assistant to the Di r ector . The initia l pc;:.r agraph of his job description 
reads: "Under general admini str a t ive direction, ~lith wide l a t itude f or 
the exerci se of unreviewed action and decision, a s princi pal assistant 
to the Director, participates fully in the formulation of objectives, 
polici es, and s t andards for the conduct of the St a tion ' s sci entific 
research ·:tork and in the coordination and integr ation of major di vision­
al programs and pl ans , both rrithil1 t he Station and with r el ated rese~rch 
activities of other Feder al and St a t e agencies." 

Not€!_ for LO\'Jden : Actually Gr eeley will be in char ge of the Division of 
Forest Economics, but s ince his appointment as chief of tha t division 
v;a s disapproved by the Civil Service Corruni ssion, it probably will be 
best not to mention that f act in the news relea se, although i t i s hi ghly 
remote that the Civil Service Commission would ever take note of the 
neW& relea se . I suggest that we si mply say he i s to be the Assi s tant 
J:14.rector. It is much simpler and the nevrspaper s \7ould probably shorten 
"Principal Assi s tant to the Director" to that . Pernaps you can glean a / 
few words out of the initial paragraph of hi s duties statement to des-
cribe his job. _ ~ 

.,_____ ___________ ,~ uw C-- - -
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vlashington, March 4, 1966 

Freeman Names Career Foresters to New Staff Positions: 

Secretary of Agriculture Orville L. Freeman today (March 6) announced 
appointment, effective immediately, of 2 career foresters , Arthur W. Greele~ and 
M. M. Nelson, to new Forest Service staff positions established to meet increased 
administrative responsibilities of the Forest Service. 

"During the past 5 years timber harvest from the National Forests has hit an 
all-time high, and recreation use continues to spiral upward a t a rate of 10 per­
cent a year. In addition, we are trying to strengthen our cooperative efforts 
with State forestry agencies to get better protection and management of privately 
o'med forest land and to expand our research. Therefore some realignment of top 
management is necessary," the Secretary said. 

"I am happy. to announce promotion of Arthur W. Greeley from Deputy Chief in 
charge of National Forest Resource Management to Associate Chief," the Secretary 
said. "In this ne,., position he will assist Chief Forester Edward P. Cliff in 
the administration of all Forest Service programs . 

"I have vTorked with Art Greeley on many pro jects , such a s revamping National 
Forest timber cutting policies and practices to meet the needs of the timber 
industry and developing new regulations for management of the unique wilderness 
of the Boundary vlaters Canoe Area in northern Minnesota. He has proved most 
competent. 

"The other ne,., position, Deputy Chief in charge of Admi nistration of the 
National Forest System, will be f i lled by M. M. (Red ) Nelson," the Secretary said. 
"Red Nelson ' s 30 year s experience in National Forest admini stration, much of it 
in top l evel management, makes him ''ell qualified for this new posi tion which 
combines his present job as Deputy Chief for National Forest Protection and 
Development, and Mr. Greeley's previous responsibilities." 

Mr . Greeley, the neVI Assoc i at e Chief, is a veteran of 31 years with USDA's 
Forest Service. A native of viashington, D.C . , he received his bachelor's degree 
in Forestry from the University of vlashington and his master ' s from Yale 
University. He has vlorked up through Forest Service ranks in Colorado, Mont ana , 
California, and Oregon, from Forest Ranger to Regional Forester -- f i r st in 
Alaska and later in Milwaukee, viis. -- and has served i n Washington, D. C. , as 
Forest Service Deputy Chief s ince 1959. 

Mr . Nel son was born in Col orado , raised in California, and was graduated 
with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Forestry from the University of 
Washington in 1935. His early Forest Service assignments ranged from timber 
cruiser in Alaska and Forest Super visor in Oregon to Regional Fore ster in 
Milvmukee . He was named to his present position as Forest Service Deputy Chief 
in 1962. 

Ass i sti ng Mr. Nelson ,.,ill be 2 Associat e Deputi es -- Burnett H. Payne and 
Richard F. Droege . Both are career foresters with l ong and varied experience 
in the field. 

For Release Sunday, Harch 6 
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of the Division of Construction and .Forestry in the American Expedi­
an.L.o.ua.'$ 

tionary Forces,in charge of 21,000 forestry troops and 95 sawmills, 
-1 

with lumbering operations scattered from the zone of military opera­

' tions to the Pyrenees and from the Swiss border to the Atlantic. He · 

was awarded a decoration by the French,in recognition of his war ser-

vioek~S a Chevalier of the Legion of Ho~, aad by the Eaglish as mem­

ber of the Distinguished Orle r of Great Bri tai.n. He is a Lieute1!8Jlt 

GoloAel iA the EAgi.neer Officers' Reserve Corps. He is a fellow of the 

Society of Americall Foreeters, ·a direstor of the American .Forestry ' 

Association,and an author of various publications and papers on for­

estry subjects. His high professional standing, broad training a.L'ld exper ... 

ience and demonstrated ability as an executive caused him to be regard­

ed as undoubtedly the best man in the oountry for the position of 

Chief Forester,when Colonel Graves resigned in March 1920. 

Colonel Greeley is head of the Forest Service,an organization 

directly responsible for the r.roteotion and r ~~ proper management of tho 
181,820,459 aoras of National Foreat ~a-~s f th ~ o · e United States,lpiKg 
in 2S statea,in Alaska a~d Porto Rico. 
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estry subjects. His high professional standing,broad training and exper­

ience and demonstrated ability as an executive caused h.im to be regard­

ed as undoubtedly the best man in the country for the position of 

Chief Forester,when Colonel Graves resigned in March 1920. 

Colonel Greeley is head of t he Forest service,an organization 

directly raaponsible for the protection and proper rranagement of the 

181,820,459 acres of National Fores t laDds of the United s tates,lJing 

in 28 atates,in Alaska and Porto Rico. 
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Col. ''/illiam B. Greeley , chief of the Fores t Service, resigns 

N..a:y 1 , 1928, to accept a 1osition ;vith the ·aest Coast I.umber 1·.~anufacturers 

As-sociation, Secretary 0f Agriculture Jardine a:.mounced on February 20. 

Major R. Y. Stuart, now assistant forester in charge of nublic relati:ms, 

succeeds Greeley. 

"It Nould be i mpossible to ove:·state the high character of the 

servicr) that has begn r endered by Colonel Greeley to the 'Nelfare of the 

Amer ican people'', said Se~retary Jardine in a ccepting Colonel !jreel ey' s 

resignation. ''He has been a ·:1i se and careful , 1)ut a fearless and v ig0rous 

administrator and le~der . His public service has been continuous over a 

period of rrore than t ·.vonty- three years , his entire ·.vorking life up to the 

pr~sent time. He has r isen b oc~uso of his outstanding ability ~d competent 

perforrrk~ce from a beginner's plac~ to tho heed of the org~ization which 

administers morG tho.n 150 , 000 , 080 acr es of federal l and , !:..nd during his 

eight yocrs as chief of the Forest Ser vice he has uniformly commended tho 

r r:sp0.ct of his subordin[l.tes , onjoyr:d the confidence of those over him, fllld 

·,von unr co sr::rv0d n.p1Jrova l from the public as a. constructiv"' , well-balcnccd, 

eminently fair and al·.vays far-sighted counselor and mal{er of poJ.icies '' . 

__ N..aj or S~art, who wil l become the ne.v chief of the Forest Service, 

has had like Colonel Gr eeley, a ~ide rang e of f o restry experience and 

education. He first C8me to the department in 1906, direct from the 

Yale Forest School , ·vh ere he had r eceived. an rv:. F. degr ee ,- entering the 

0- 90 
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ForE:lst Service us a ssista.r:t in ·~ Lrihot'-sal e work . Aft-.er several years in· the 

Wes tern nat i onal f or ;:.st s ,- esp8cially in t h o nor ther n Rocky 'Y.ounta.in rogion, -

wher e he ·.vas forest i:1sp-:;c ta r nnd chief of operc.ticns, - ho went t o t ho 

h cn.dquartor s of the Fo-rest Sorv jce , in ·vashington, D. c. In 1917 he wc..s 

furJ.oughod fo r mil itn.r y scrYic0 in Fr:m co ·.vi th the l Oth -engin eer s . After 

the war he r eturned to ~~1e For est Service , but resigned i n 1920 to become 

d eputy comrrdssioner of forest r y i n Ponnsylv :~ia . He lator served fer 

sevnr:1l yoar s us sccrDtc~ry of t ho Ponusylvn:nill Dopc.r t mont of 'Vnt ors ~d 

For 'Jsts , r1h or o h j s r ccor.:l of ncccrrrpli shmcnt is vc~- J.cr go . Tho passage of 

n. 25-million- doll:l.r bonq issue to buy st.:-~tc f orests , cs'.:abl i shmont of a 

modern stnte-·.vide s ;rs tom of f ire lookouts , and t ho stc.rting of for est 

nurs eri es which no ·; turn out 20 rr.illion f o r est seedlings M:r:un1 Jy , a re 

sorne of these ::lccom'}lish,nentr. , it is said. On Febru:~.ry 16 , 1927 , he ·71-:t.s 

again called to the United Ste.tes Forest Service to n.ssume his pros.ent 

position . M:n.j or s;;uart h['..s visHed t h e Pacific Nor t hwes t ronny times on 

inspection trips , h i s l:1.st vi sit being in December, 1927 . 

0 - 90 2 



Wl8.. B. GREELEY 

, Pm!:SS RElEASE 
FROM \~ST COAST Ltn.rnER BUREAU, 
LONGVlEW, WASH . 

• 

LONGVJEW, ·.'Tn., M'arch20.-- Foree t conservation rests upon stable 

and prosperous timber~using industries, and the profitable manufacture 

and mercha~ising of timber arc essential parte of conservation, 

according to Col. W.B. Greeley, Chief Forester of the United ·States, 

who is reoigning his position to become oecrctary-man ~ger of fue West 
• . Coast Lumbermen's A£sociation, with which the WeLt Coa5t Lumber Bureau 

has been consolid~ted. 

In a. letter .to J.D. Tennant, Col. Greeley hns out lined his con­

ception of some of the problems of the Northwest lumber industry as he 

sees them from his present position ~nd indicated s ome of the work he 

believes should be done to effect a utilization of the foreot resourceE , 

of this region in a mnnner that will be Et oerve the interests of lumber 

men, lumber users and the public as a whole. 

Col. Greeley stated that he has been glad to accept the oppor-

tunity offered by the West Coast Lurnberments .~sociation to work with 

the lumber industry of the Pacific Northwest 9 although he believes that 

he has a great deal to learn about the manufacture and marketing of 

lumber. 

"One of the important undertakings of the forest service during ' 

my connection with it was a study of the conditions in the lumber in-

c.u.stry made in 1914", Col. Greeley's lette:r stated. "That gave me some 

insight into the problems of the Douglas fir region. It brought out • 

r; learly the practical difficulties and attendant upon carrying large 

volumes of timber in private ownership over long periods before its 
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products would be needed by the markets of the country, as well us the 

instability occas ioned the induEtry ~nd the losses sustained by the 

country from ·enforced cutting in ~dvcnce of real economic r~tuirements. 

The utilization of thie timber when cut, in order to t:1ke full :J.dva.n-

tage of its quo.li tics .~nd pass i bili tics ns rmv me. tcria.l for many urt icl 

of commerce, we~ ~lso shown to involve ~ny pra.ctical difficulties. 

As the marketing of West Coast lumber extended on a. more nnd more 

country-wide basis, the pructicul questions of mJmufacture a.nd merchan-

dising by a large number of mills so a.s to adapt their products to the 

needs of new mnxkets, give them recognized standing for quality o.nd 

assure the confidence of the consuming public were seen to be of the 

utmost imp or to.nce 11
• • 

";From the special interc~t a.roused in the timber resources c..nd 

industries of the Pacific Northwest in the course of this study ~nd 

many other contacts which rrry work with the feder c.. l government ha.s 

brought me in this region, I have hac a. strong desire to be of real 

service to its lumber industry and allied interests. The Pacific North · 

west contains a large part of the timber remaining in the United States, 

Forest resources and forest industries arc the foundation of its 

prosperity. Many practical phases of forest conscrv~tion ~re of 

~articular importance to this region and t c the whole country as well. 

Hence I welcome the chance to hc.ve a }?art in them." 

"Forest conservation rests U:r!On ste1ble 'J.ncl proopcrouo timber-

using industries. The profitable manufacture ~d merchanQising of 

timber are essentio.l parts of it. It .requires building up ruJd holding 

J;crmanent markets and effective use of the raw material standing in the 

vtoods. Comme'rcia.l timber growing is net pose ible without well csto.b-

' 
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lished industries nnd sustuinec markets for their pr oducts. These 

are all different parts ·of one whole- c1..ifferctlt phc.scs of forest con-

oervation as I view it. Reforestntion will be brought' into the 

inuustrinl picture of the Northwest to the extent that the lumber and 
. ' 

other wood-using industries c~n attain stubility and prosperity. It 

is like the lo.s t stone in an n..rch." 

"Hence in our public f orestry un C..ertn.kings, a. great C.ec..l of 

emphasiD has been given to the better utilizc.tion of ti:r:1bcr thr.:mgh 

such work ao tqnt of the Foreot Products L~borc.ta ry nnd the Nntiono.l 

Committee on Wood Utilizc.tian. The c.r~irablc project undertaken under 

the ieaG.erohip of the Del)<J.rtncnt of Cor:nncrcc t o 's t;'..ndo.rclizc lumber 

grc.ccs anc Si~cificntions is an iiDporto.nt step in f orest conservation. 

So is the preoent c ffort . to extend the grace r.w.rking of lumber, to 

make it a. standardize('. o.nd gua.rc.nteec'. i)rocluct oold in th~ mrkets of 

the country on uniformity of quality ~nc service. All of these th!ngv 

contribute to our national use of forest products, hence to the welfare 

of our forest ·induvtrics anc~ t o the conservation a nc. renewal of our 

f orest res ources." ' 

"As I see it, our associc.tec~ r10rk in the· Pn.cific Northwest must 

for the present deal primarily with the oost effective :r;~~rketing of 

the products of that region. \7est Coc.ot lur.1bcr hc.o asounccl ~ c01:u;mndin1 

position in supplying the lw~ber needs of the Unitcc St~tec. It ho.s 

become o. main dependence of the entire country f or softwooc~ "1ur.1bers. 

A first essential to the prosperity of the West Coast industry is to 

utilize this lea.ding economic position wisely and effectively qy 

assuring a high and uniform st~nGnrd for its procucts and thus cntren-
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Northwcot with or(~crly rc t: trc:.int oc o.f: not to dep lete this great 

resource in a.clva.nce of rec:.l cconoDic necc.s for it ' io another exceed-
, 

ingly ioport~nt f~ctor. To the extent thnt ~roblc~o of this natu~c 

cn.n be worked out effectively, we will be builc:ing for the pernc.nency 

of the tirjber res ourceo of the NorthweDt, for the Dto.bility of the 

inC:.ustries which use then, and for the prosperity cf the whole region. 

?rogreos along these lineu will inevitc:.bly lent t c incuotria+ reforeu-

tc..ti cn ." 

"I o.ppreci a te treoencl C' uDly the in vi tc. ticn fror..1 the Weo t Coc.st 

luJJbermen to c oLJe out to y cur region :::.ncl ~siot ycu in working these 

pr oblcns out. I feel that in doing so I ~J sim~ly extending in t~c 

industrial rielcl the same work_ f or forest conserv~tion with which I 

ha ve been identified in the public service. Public interest jn nll of 

these phases of foreot c onservati on ic r.mtua.l o.nc~ identical with th:l.t 

of the tinberl~.nd owner o.ncl no.nufncturcr. And I r-.n gl~(l of the 

opportunity to sho\7 ny fci th in thi£ c onDon in terce t by tcking hold 

with you on the ioporto.nt business c.nt inGustric.l queotions which 

concern the lunber industry of the ?.:l.cific Northwest." 

• 

·' 

I I 



\'11!. B • CREEL"EY 

--
1]oasessea. of a keen. .cnuuytios l ninA, a stllde.nt of' 

:toreatry and :toroat aeonomicu , an i ndefatigable wo:rkor , Wil~it\.rn 

B. Gl"EH~l~ has risen in the 'past eight years to the ;position. of 

leader ill :torcst:ry in J.1.rnerioa. no b.ns. reaehed tttis plt\CG noi 

beoa'Wlo ·o:t his j1ot~1 tion as Q~'11e.f. :tor:Jator ot t he Pedernl. For­

oat 3arvice • but beoau.l3~ ot his own 11uali ties (1t mind, and 

tnlq.u<tstionod natural leadarsh.1p. 

~\ :to~: ... tel' o:f ~ . e high:o~t tne, b.la~aed with abund.ant 

vis i on and eo1::rago; he haa thought deeply on :tortHltry as o,n 

Ar::ror1enn pr oblem and nnving .t'e t.\ohed oonol.u.a1ons as to l(rGJ)(!~ 

not.t on, lle ha~ hold t onaoioualy t o t heae conl)l'Wliona t\g"J.ilUtt 

u1l orit.1o1ain. lie has suocee4~4 in a l.arge maallure ill vutting 

L"lto ailtu.Al p::raotie.e the na"' 1m1o.l ~oU.ey o:f :toro.atey 1nau.gu;r'n,ted 

by h.1s -pre~eoonso.-., HGnry s . nravea. G.ree.lo7 sturted and mado 

~argf)ly oftaot ive tl'le eooperntive .foatu.l."GtJ of aueh. a pol.147 as 

ex.stlpl1t1ed in t !1e ~larko-'.ld!Jru-y Re'fol"OS~nt1on l\O't of ·1~2,41, 

givi.ng 1t lito , and tranalati~ prlvn~e , s-~Gte and :tedeftl. 

tm:o'eat~ 1n~o terma ·o-t aooporation , t erm-s for t he first time 

w:tdorsta."'ldable to f oresters. l.um'bt) l'tlen and the .Amcrioa.n peo:plel 

ganor,allJ"• 

Gl<eeley' n ~ntooe<lf~nts , his e~ly l if'e , an.Q. hi s l a t ... r 

t.r ill1I'l, and CA.Jiedonco in dif -oz--ent JV'tll O't ti1 tn!'C&4 J tatea, 

all ~oam to 'fit hi m f c:t' the bl"O ad:~ n G"t- -view rWfOtutaaey to juege 

rightlJ tna fcr~atr~ problens ~n t s country. 



Of N0'\'1 ·::ngl.and pat~~11tage • but of 3oottish do~oant, he 

seom!J to poasa9s tho eb.nraottJl."1at1oo of this ba.Qkgro'tllld. !lorn 

in Oswogo, n. Y., on ~e~t . 6, 1879, tbo non a~ a Conprcgntion­

nllnt m1n1!1ter, he t-JaS brou.ght frtV Hew E~lnnd • wbilo yet a 

lad, al'ou.nd t he Hor.n 1n a sai~ing veaael to Onl.ifo~ia. nere 

his :tQrl\Uy settled 1n Uto San Jose VaUoy, and yotlllg Greo:le7, 

:tinislling at tho san Joae Hi~h ..#a!lool, engased for u tow years 

in tHHmtain ~anob.ing :.\nd oni) yaar of t ·eaching. school. He lnter 

enterou ~be Un!vo:::-ai·t y of Calitorn1a, f"rotl which h.o t~ad1w.ted 

in l~Ol, with tho d~groe o:r Bach\<Jl o:r of Science, 

Re deci4od to boG«nO a fore·oter, ru.1d entered tho Yale 

Fo:ras'b 3obool., grndua ti.ng with the aegroo of r.~a$fter of I>.,orest%7 

1n J'u.ne, 19.04. lin ente~d tho United s tate:a Forest Santee 

that ,ear aa n to:reat assistr.wt , at tn,at t1t1a nbou.t th~ only 

.open~ thcro vras tor a young tcolln.1oally t r t\inad !oroater. He 

d.1d fllt"OS bry worl!: in th,~ Sou t horn Ap~alnahinna, i n !~ew E~d, 

~n.d in Cali!'orn1a. tl:bo ne:rl ye~r .he was t!~o a forest in ... 

a:pec~. o:' and in 190~ ·the :torent su:pe-rvi s o-r of t he Sequoia 

Hation:.U Forest , Oallfornia , v~bara b.e rem.a.ined u.nt11 1908. In 

the ne:antime , on Deof()mber 30 , 1907 , h.$ h..~d man"'1ed Y.:isn Gort-rude 

M~oll -tTovratt at Berko~$7f 1 Cu. 
ln 1908 , whinl the v:esto:rn t orost dis1jrf<rts we.ro o:­

g-ani~lOti , G ... t~WlQy W{4Q ahosen aG distriQt t orcater 1Yl t ho Do~t.hozon 

.. oc'ky !~ount in :113tl."'11Jt , vrith r.ea.d ~ua.!"t OJ!<S et. l!.iS£;JOtlJ.n , l rmt. t 

an! which inoluued the nat i on·-l f ·o:rests in t he statas 01: ~on:ttUUl , 

trorttlo:tfn .Idaho ru1t\ sou.t h Dt\k;;ta. Eo ret:lained at !J1 SfJ1.lula unti.l. 



1911, t hua going t hroUf!h t o ·torrible f o:'ast firol of ilho 

yanr 1910 in t hat regi on, 

'l'hen own~r anotaor trnn.ator and prooot1on, r.hon he 

wa~ tl~e nsolstnnt 'forester and went to \""Jnahingt en, D. c. 11 

t<Akine oh.:lrg0 o"! t he 'br neh or forest ~goment, under nonry 

s. Grows , ohie:t :tor()ster. Bore b.e reonined until war olouds 

l oomed on t ilo hori zon, wh.&n no obtn1nGd military f\U'lough 

!Torn t:ho u,. s. Poron t Zorvio-o, reoe1w.d a oOtmlission tlo a 

l!nJ or o:t Engine ern, ru:td nniled -tor France in ,;\.ugust , 1917 • 

t'ittaohoO. to the lOth ineinears (L"o:res·h7)• llis ohie:t', by thnt 

t ime !J!.aJo.r Graves , ms Gl,rondy in P~ce. 

U..;>on t ho r eturn o-f aruve3 , now a Li eut. C'o~onel. 

troo France in 1918 , Ch•Qeley wna oade ono of! the a.as1st llllt 

oLueto ot thG JJ1rt.:nm ot \1 onst ruot1en n. ~d '[l'e.rostry. Upon thtt 

:reo.rgnrdZat1on of ~ he l Oth and 2oth ..:ng::tneeru ( ~1oreatry) in. tb.e 

1 :te· w.mao:r of 1918 • Greeley 'boow:1e ohiaf' of t b.e o,r~.nzt17 

Seot i on cJ t ho ~1v. ot C. li: ~~. t the timo ot the .•\m1st1oe, 

he was in ont i.ro eh.lr f$0 of t his 3oct1 ·cn . whioh oonta1n$d aome 

!U, CO'O t o:rvat ry -trcOJP (tno 1~ ~ ::st r e.a i ""'en't evor or~od 

1A t he !~.:;n r1Q .lrl •roy , or any o tb.or, f .or that f1'.atter}. 'trttieh 

wa.a r unning a one ? 5 nav,cil.la, and t~""ning out ovor t'\7o rail­

lien teet t>f l unbor J{r oduc t o anu;y~ 

G.rooloy ~ tu...~d to the U'ni ted states in J'ul7, 191~ 1 

a IJ.et1t . Colonel of 'E:ngineeru, nnd up·on Col.- Gravos' rosie:na­

tion t -rom t he u. :> . 1?orest .:~orvioe in !!ay, 1920. , boo e Ch1()f 

.For .'ntcr , tho f irst 1~~-trained f orester to hOld t hnt 



:pooition , :J'ernow, Pinohot a.'l.fi Graves , nll havi-ng rooeived n.ll 

or 1)art of their :f'orostry training abroad. 

Ore aloy ' o t ar work was ·Of a very lligh order. He hnd 

an opportunity to ahow his a bi lity aa an orgnn1zor , and fo r 

t h1a work ho was nwnrded a oi tar; ion tor meritorious aorvio.e 

and th() D~ .;; . ~ . ni. 1. ) , t ho I.of}ion of Honor ( F'run~e) t and 

the D. ~ . o . (O~aa~ Britain) . 

In oollogo Grec~ey wa~ a £lember o:t tho Deltn 'C':psilon 

:tmtel"tlity, und wo.a oloc-t od to too scholarship sooiety o~ • hi 

Bota Kappa. Eo is a fellow ~nu former pros1den~; ot th.: Soci ety 

o~ Jmett1otUJ. l?o-res~era , long t1no clireotor and p l'()Sidont o'f 

the ... i."'l!OriotUJ. :?oro!'ltcy £~sociation, member ot the Boono am\ 

Cr oakett Club of ~evJ Yorlt • the Coat'los and Ii'odoral Clubs of 

i ~shillgt en, .: • c. , and Oclo-nal o:t Engl.nr;,ers , Resorvo Cor.ps. 

ln Ju.nc , 1921, hG aa s1 ven t he degree o:t Df1Ctor 

ot Laws by tho U'niveru1t y of CuJ.i:to:mia., and th.Q.t of l:ilete-r 

ot .lrto by Ya.le , ~1vora1ty. Ue has a :famil y o't tbroo bojV 

and a daughter, and has llT(;')d nt l:te'Q' Oluse , lld. 1 a1noe 

ba1JlB in ~· shi.ug~ ell• 1). -: " 

An "'hic f I" or o st or, b.o bro~ht tb.tJ f'orc zt 3orvioo 

t hrough t he mo re or lens 41nur g-...m1zed oondit ion following 

t ho \!orlcl iiar, p1.1t ne w system, organizotion and li~e into it • ... 
Itis 1Il!J1s tonce upon wol~ thour.ht - out pl ans £or t ho h;'lllillng 

ot n .. ~ ~ 1 ! a root l .. e 3our et:HJ ont r u,a·tod to him and his organiza­

ti on , 1nntill1ng into the men ot t he SeBvico a koaner scn3e 



' of "hoi1• roapons ibilit ios to t ho \merio~n peopl e tor sa f e-

guardi ng this riob hori tngo , h ave boon the high li~te of 

hio aeminin~ration • 

.lo a atrong oha~· otor nnd ns a leador in f'oroatry, 

ho hno boan aubJeatoQ to or1tio1&1ta n~tumlly following auoh 

outntW!lding and oouragoou:s quali tios. A reJS4rkably oleal" 

thinker , a :taroefu.l. o-peaker, a vigorous writer , he has not 

hesitated to ospouso t ho ouu·ee of :t'o:-Jatry at every Ol>po:r­

tt~nltf• 

He 1a the author o:t the f'nl.lowing pnblioat 1on.s, for 

~he most part gr.>vornm<tnt onea :-

'1 ;;~ one I>ubl1o and Zoo:nom1o .AS!)eo-ts of th<l Lu.mbor !ndu.stryN, 
~Cl';)Ori 114.. 

~~ wood for the lfat1on" 1 Yearbo·ok Separate £335. 

~renent ncoaa in national and Stnto Forost~" . 

'•IcUe Land and Oostl7 'l'imbor n , Bulletin 14l7. 

Pnrt . ,Authol" of~ 

"Tabor~ l!ino or Orop?11 Yen-rbook .:>O-parnto SS6. 

1 flhi to Oak 1n ..,out hem A:ppnlaohians" , Cir. 105. 

nools.ey• s •• Jtudios in Fronch Foreateyr' , book, e 
t!ha:pters by G.reole:~ 

In add! t 1 on • b.o has been a ooat :prcl11'1o mae;nt 1ne 

contributor, his forostry art1oles having ap~enred in the 

n tu.rday EVQni~ Post , Sunset, RoViow of Rort.ows; Ont l oolt, and 

n ¥/!J~Y lnrga nnmber of l m:1ber, :pulp, l1l1.d other trade jm.trnala. 

J . n. G • 

. . 
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