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Drama of Michigan Forests

THE DRAMA of the forests of Michigan has been written in several acts
each with its colorful pageantry. The action has concerned the magni-
ficent woodlands of the redman, the rapid depletion of those forests in the
last century, and their slow but sure rebuilding in the present.

The elusive “northwest passage” to China, Indian furs and Indian souls,
iron and land and copper brought the white men to Michigan. In 1621,
only 1 year after the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, young Etienne
Brulé, protégé of Champlain, reached Lake Superior and was disappointed
to find its waters fresh. Thirteen years later, Jean Nicolet, another protégé
of the French governor of Canada, entered the unknown Lake Michigan
through the Straits of Mackinac. Though he never found the longed-for
route to the Orient, Nicolet did initiate the French fur trade with the Indians

in this territory.
Heroic followers of Brulé and Nicolet were the Jesuit fathers Jogues and

Raymbault, who preached to the Ojibwas in 1641 at Sault Ste. Marie,
where the first permanent settlement in Michigan was made 27 years later
by Marquette and Dablon.

Frenchmen all, explorers, trappers, and missionaries traced the rivers and
lakes of this territory—Radisson and Groseillers, Marquette and Joliet,
Hennepin and La Salle, but it was not to France that the rich prize of
Michigan fell when the ambitions of two great empires clashed. By the
Treaty of Paris in 1763 Michigan passed to English dominion. Twenty
years later it was ceded to the United States by the treaty closing the War
of the Revolution, but not until 1796 did the British garrison withdraw
from Detroit.

The Northwest was growing, and in 1805 the Territory of Indiana was
separated into the two Territories of Indiana and Michigan (the Lower
Peninsula). In 1837 Michigan was admitted to the Union as a State and,
in compensation for land lost to Ohio, received grudgingly the little known
Upper Peninsula which was to prove one of the richest ore basins in the
country.

White sails replaced the bark canoes on the Great Lakes and in turn
gave way to steamboats; the war whoops of Chippewas, Ottawas, and
Hurons faded to historical echoes; and in Michigan conquest of the Indian
tribes was followed by a new struggle—conquest of great natural resources.
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NATIONAL FORESTS IN MICHIGAN

render the greatest possible service to county, State, and Nation. He
supervises forest-fire-prevention work and fire suppression, directs the
planting program, buys land to be added to the forest, and exchanges land
with the State department of conservation. The sale of timber, the
improvement of timber stands, the provision and care of wildlife cover, and
the construction of recreational sites and the supervision of their use—all
fall within the ranger’s job and jurisdiction.

No one knows more about the forest than the year-round resident ranger.
No one is more eager to help the visitor enjoy to the utmost his stay on the
national forest.

PROTECTION AGAINST FIRE

The forest needs protection from fire, for fire takes its toll in the destruc-
tion of wildlife, game cover, scenery, and recreation, soil fertility, and the
future wood supply. Fires along stream banks and watersheds injure fish-
ing by destroying the cover which keeps the streams cool and clear. Un-
gainly snags, blackened stumps, and barren wastes give testimony to the
horrible effect of fire upon forest cover.

Fire lookout towers and many miles of telephone lines and roads have
been constructed to aid in the war against fire. The Forest Service has a
well-trained, well-equipped army which battles forest fires efficiently but
cannot battle the human carelessness that is responsible for most of the
blazes occurring on the national forests of Michigan.

Smokers, campers, and brush burners are responsible for most of the
fires in Michigan forests, and they could prevent them by following these
simple rules:

SMOKERS.—Be sure your match is out. Break it in two before
throwing it away. Better still, stick it in the ground. Bury pipe
heels and butts in the moist ground. When driving, use your ash-
tray.

CAMPERS.—Use campgrounds and fireplaces. If in an isolated
area, clear a space down to bare soil for your fire. Burn inflam-
mable litter when breaking camp. Be sure your fire is out. Soak
and stir it until it stops steaming.

BRUSH BURNERS.—Secure a burning permit from a forest
officer. Burn only in calm weather when the ground is damp or
snow-covered.

When you travel in a national forest, you are viewing and enjoying your
own property. When it is destroyed by fire it is your loss, and your money
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NATIONAL FORESTS IN MICHIGAN

beaver, weasel, and muskrat are fairly abundant, and the more ambitious
forest visitor can visit his natural haunts and observe this forest engineer at
work. Local hunters and trappers derive some income from the bounty on
coyotes, wolves, and bobcats, but these predators, like the fox, are seldom
seen.

The forest is not located on a main migratory fly-way, but duck hunting
is excellent on many of the larger inland lakes and on the shores of Lake
Superior and Lake Michigan.

Numerous Jakes and streams make the Hiawatha particularly attractive
to fishermen. Within the forest 135 lakes offer good fishing for wall-eyed
pike, black bass, perch, bluegills, northern pike, sunfish, rock bass, and
bullheads. In recent years lake trout fishing in Lake Superior and smelt
fishing in the mouth of streams flowing into Lake Michigan have become
popular. Thirty-seven fast streams support brook, rainbow, and brown
trout. Several lakes fed by cold springs are also inhabited by trout.

Recreation.

A cool, tempered climate, ideal for outdoor vacationing, invites thousands
of visitors from the large centers of population in Lower Michigan, Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.

Many of the picturesque areas on the Hiawatha are preserved in their
natural condition, and there are many places of outstanding interest within
or near the forest, The famed “Pictured Rocks,” the high bluffs of rain-

THE FOREST YIELDS HEALTH—WEALTH—
SECURITY

EVERYBODY LOSES WHEN TIMBER BURNS
BE SURE YOUR FIRE IS OUT—DEAD 0OUT
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NATIONAL FORESTS IN MICHIGAN

each year. In Munising a fine ski jump is available, and throughout the
forest are numerous hills suitable for skiing and tobogganing.

The lakes, streams, and woods of the Hiawatha National Forest are for
everyone who wishes to enjoy them, but to preserve them the forest user
is asked to abide by the following rules:

1. Use extreme care with campfires, matches, and ‘“‘smokes.”

2. Use the campgrounds and picnic areas, but leave them clean
and unspoiled. '

3. Avoid unnecessary destruction of forest cover and wildlife.

4. Abide by the State fish and game laws.

FINAL SCENE OR EPILOGUE

The final scene or epilogue in the drama of Michigan’s forests will be
written by the people who use these forests. With care and intelligent use
these great resources can be made to serve the immediate needs of our
country as well as those of future generations. The rest of the drama and
the best of it is still to be written.

FORESTS ARE JOBS—TREES MEAN TRADE
PROTECT THEM
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