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Looking at History

WINDOWS ON THE PAST

The hills and hollows of the Hoosier National Forest region stretch from Monroe County and Bloomington
in the north to Perry County and Tell City in the south. This region--south central Indiana-is home
today to small cities, towns, and rural communities and farms, as well as nearly 190,000 acres of national
forest lands. Our landscape is truly a patchwork quilt of private and public land, forests, pastures, and
fields, and man-made constructions both new and old.

Our nine-county region is rich in cultural heritage. People of the past-- prehistoric Indians, pioneer
settlers, families in the early 1900s--made their homes here. All had their own achievements and
adaptations, and most left some mark on the land.

Scanning the landscape from the fire tower at Hickory Ridge or one of the scenic overlooks from the
steep bluffs near Hemlock Cliffs, it is possible to imagine how peoples once lived on this landscape.
But there are limitations to imagination: a truer picture of past times is based on knowledge. This
knowledge comes from a variety of sources. It comes from human patterns left on the land itself, from
written scraps of information left behind in county courthouses or private attics, and from the memories
of our older residents. Our prehistory and history is also a patchwork quilt, one still in the making.

The U.S. Forest Service is committed to being a *Steward of the Past," documenting and protecting
the prehistoric and historic sites and structures on lands that we manage. As we continue to leam
more about our region’s past, we also want to help the public appreciate its cultural heritage. To this
end, we arranged with Indiana University in 1991 for the writing and publication of two booklets in the
*Windows on the Past* series.

Looking at Prehistory: Archaeology and Early Native American Cultures of Indiana’s Hoosier National
Forest Region covers the period from 12,000 years ago to the earliest written accounts.

Looking at History: Indiana’s Hoosier National Forest Region, 1600 to 1950 covers the most recent 350
years of our past.

The year 1991 was a good time to look back in time. We celebrated the century mark for the National
Forest system. We also noted the 40th birthday of the Hoosier National Forest. Whether you are a
visitor to the Forest or one of our neighbors in the region, we trust you will regard the past with the
same sense of stewardship. If you read these books from afar, we hope you will come visit and enjoy
our historic landscape and sites. if you live nearby or come to the Forest to sightsee, hike, picnic,
camp, hunt or fish, we hope you will appreciate knowing more about our region’s heritage.

The Forest Service also looks toward the future of our heritage. We hope you will join in some of the
regional activities that contribute to historic knowledge and protecting sites. Also, as government funds
become available to acquire new U.S. Forest lands from willing sellers, the significance of cultural
resources in the region will be a factor in our decisions about which tracts of land should become part
of the public domain.

Frank Voytas
Forest Supervisor
Hoosier National Forest
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INTRODUCTION

This book explores three and one-half
centuries of south central Indiana history. Our
purpose is to bring to life our region’s historic
past by telling the story of its peoples and their
lifeways. The context of our story is the Hoosier
National Forest and its surrounding area, a unique
geographic region.

The point of view we bring to our task is
not the one many people may think of when the
word *history® is used. We are most interested in
presenting a picture of what life was like for
*ordinary people® at different times in the past,
rather than giving accounts of political happenings
or descriptions of the careers of famous people.

Another goal of this publication is to expand
interest in historical preservation and research in
south central Indiana. There are standing historic
structures and many historic archaeological
sites located in the Hoosier National Forest and
surrounding areas. The Forest Service is
dedicated to preserving historic resources, and
to interpreting them to the public, so that visitors
to the Hoosier National Forest may learn about
the region’'s past. Historic resources are not
merely ‘relics® to be saved. They can provide a
wealth of information on how former residents
lived, played and worshipped, and how they
interacted with the natural environment.

Our study looks at both the day-to-day
living patterns and the material side of how people
lived: where they built their houses, churches,
stores and schools; how they made a living;
what kind of houses they built; what kind of
tools they made and used; how they farmed. We
will also try to picture how peopie carried out
their social and religious lives. What kind of
households did people live in? Where did they
worship? When and where did they gather for
social occasions? In addition to discussing
lifeways, we will note how everyday people were
connected with events and culture changes that
took place on a larger scale.

Looking at History

Culture history covers people, place, and
time. Let's take a closer look at each of these
elements.

People

Many people view the pioneers as being
*the* people of history, but this is not an accurate
picture. American Indians were the first people
to tame the wilderness. These Native Americans
not only preceded the pioneers in the area but
occupied the region for thousands of years before
written accounts began. A separate book in the
*Windows on the Past* series covers the prehistory
of the region.

Despite the thousands of years that various
Native American groups had lived in our region,
the period of time in which they interacted here
with Europeans was limited. The most extensive
contact between Europeans and Native
Americans in what was to become Indiana
occurred before the Revolutionary War. During
this time, Native Americans associated with and
sometimes settled near the French who
established trading posts on the Wabash River
at Vincennes and at Ouiatenon, near the present
city of Lafayette.

European settlers came to the area in far
greater numbers after the Revolutionary War.
Most of these pioneers were not truly Europeans,
but were European Americans--people of
European descent whose families had immigrated
to this continent during the Colonial period.
Historians recognize regional distinctions among
cultures that developed in different sections of
the original colonies. These differences in northern
and southern cultures were reflected in our region
inthe lifestyles of the European American pioneers
who settled here.

Other early settlers were true Europeans,
immigrants who came almost directly to southern
Indiana once land was available for purchase.
African Americans were also among the pioneers:
*free black® farmers and others who came to our
area from southern states.



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Despite the ethnic and cultural diversity of
the people who lived here historically, the Hoosier
National Forest region did not become much of
a *melting pot." The earliest inhabitants, the
Indians, were forced to leave. The European
Americans and European immigrants brought in
various cultural traditions and held on to some
of them. Many of the African Americans stayed a
relatively short time and left for reasons still not
fully understood. Instead of a melting pot, an
ever-changing cultural mosaic was created by
the different peoples in our region. This is not to
say that there was no socialization, including
intermarriage and assimilation, among peoples
of differing groups; genealogical research helps
us to know that families today have ancestors
from different cultures and races.

Place

The Hoosier National Forest is part of a
distinctive nine-county region. The area is
characterized by its hilly terrain, featuring rugged
upland ridges separated by narrow valleys. Our
geographic focus is this upland area of south
central Indiana, though we look most closely at.
the tracts of land now managed by the U.S.
Forest Service.

Looking at History

Untit recent times the bulk of the population
in our region lived outside of towns and cities,
and so we focus on the rural sections of the hill
country. Since pioneer days, however, rural life
has been linked to towns, particularly to the
centers of local government and commerce. Our
picture of the rural past would be incomplete
without some account of the small towns and
cities in the area, and the connections among
the different elements of our
landscape.

Time

We divide the time span from 1600 to
1950 into four periods:

Cultures in Transition: Native Americans,
1600-1800.

Transplanted Cultures: Pioneer Settlement,
1800-1850.

Regional Distinctiveness: Tradition and Change,
1850-1915.

Twentieth Century Changes, 1915-1950,

Although no sharp breaks occur in our
350 year time-line, we think these periods best
reflect culture changes and their pace.
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Figure 2: Cities, towns, and
modern highways in the
nine-county Hoosier National
Forest region. The Forest has
two units, a northern one in
Brown, Monroe, Jackson, and
Lawrence Counties, and a larger
southern sector in Lawrence,
Martin, Orange, Dubois,
Crawford, and Perry Counties.



Sources for History

To provide a "window* on a past that
includes ordinary men, women,and children, we
have made use of a wide range of historical
sources. And, just as ordinary people combined
years ago to create the history of our region,
people today are working to discover, preserve,
and interpret new sources for historical
knowledge.

Looking at History

Some of these sources are present on
the landscape itself. The Hoosier National Forest
has over 330 known historic archaeological sites
and structures on its lands, and others are
recorded for the surrounding area. Many more
sites exist in areas that have not been checked.
These sites, when properly preserved, protected,
and studied, are a valuable source for history.
They are especially important to the history of
*ordinary” folk, whose accomplishments are
generally bypassed in published books on local
history.
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Figure 3: Map of surface features at an historic archaeological site in Martin County. Based on the arrangement of stone piers,

the house may have had an added room or porch on its north side.
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Geographical Setting

12

the glaciers retreated, waterways in our region
became slow- moving and meandering, their
flow of water much less than during glacial melting.
The gentle streams and shallow, small rivers in
our region were suitable for flatboat navigation
in historic times, and served as important routes
for transporting goods, particularly in the early
1800s.

The principal waterway of our region is
the Ohio River. Modern tugboats push barges
up and down this river, following the same course
as Native American dugout canoes centuries
ago and the paddle-wheel boats of the last
century. By connecting with this water *highway,"
settlers in our region had access to markets as
far away as New Orleans.

The Norman Upland includes the
northernmost parts of the region, in Monroe,
Brown, northern Lawrence, and Jackson counties.
This upland region consists of narrow ridges,
steep slopes, and narrow, V-shaped valleys. The
best places for building in this area are on the
ridge tops, but even there flat expanses are not
common.

The Crawford Upland includes lands in
western Monroe, southern Lawrence, Martin,
Dubois, Orange, Crawford, and Perry counties.
Here the topography is more diverse, though
similar to that of the Norman Upland. The land
here includes wider ridge tops and many natural
features of interest to historic residents of our
region. Some of the caves common to the zone
were used early in the historic period as sources
for minerals. Wyandotte Cave is located near
Hoosier National Forest lands; it was mined as a
source for epsom salts at least as early as 1818.
Other area caves were mined for their nitrate-rich
deposits during the War of 1812 and later, to
produce saltpeter used in making gunpowder.
Saltpeter also had uses in food preservation and
medicine.!

Mineral and freshwater springs are another
feature of the Crawford Upland. Freshwater
springs were a critical resource during historic
pioneer days and through the 1800s; homes
and farms were often established near larger
springs. Mineral springs were also important in

our region. Early on, salt springs were known to
be attractive to game animals and thus were
good hunting spots. Some also were the scene
of commercial enterprise in the pioneer era,
such as the salt manufacturing along Salt Creek
in Monroe County. This business produced as
much as 800 bushels of salt a year in the 1820s,
when salt imported from elsewhere was *a scarce
and costly article." Later, a popular tourist industry
grew up around the Pluto Springs at French Lick
and West Baden, in Orange County.2

Erosion between layers of different rock
types - harder sandstones and softer limestones
- created many cliffs and overhangs in the
Crawford Upland. While these protected locations
are most well known for their use by people in
the prehistoric era, such rockshelter locations
were also used during historic times for storage,
as shelters for livestock, and as living sites.

Extensive limestone deposits are other
geological features which had a great impact
historically. The Norman and Crawford Uplands
are separated by a physiographic zone called
the Mitchell Piain, which has a flatter, more rolling
terrain. It is in this zone that bedrock limestone
deposits are most exposed, allowing quanying
to become an industry which had a marked
economic effect during the late 1800s and on
into the present day. The stone in our area is
the highest quality construction limestone found
in the country, resulting in national demand for
this building material.

Climate

The climate in our region is temperate
and rainy, featuring extreme seasonal variation
in temperature. In the northern part of the region,
the average summer (July) temperatures are 89°
(high) and 64° F. (low); winter (January) averages
are 42° (high) and 24° F.(low). In the southern
part of the region, temperatures average two to
three degrees higher.

The growing season also varies from the
northern to the southern part of the region. The
farming season is as much as 25 days--nearly a
month--longer in the southern area, near the



Ohio River. Local variations based on topography
and elevation also affect the length of the
agricutltural season.?

Plant and Animal Life

The vegetation pattern in the Hoosier
National Forest region has changed dramatically
from what it was 200 years ago. Around 1800,
the entire area was *old growth® forest, except
for small open grassy areas over rocky outcrops
in the southern part of the region. Both the
Crawford and the Norman Uplands featured
oak-hickory forests, with some beech-maple
forest areas in stream valleys. A study made to
reconstruct what the forest was like in the early
1800s suggests that ridge tops and south- and
west-facing slopes of the Crawford Upland were
dominated by oak and hickory trees, while north-
and east-facing slopes had a more varied tree
cover. This variety offered a range of plant foods
for humans and their livestock, as well as for
wild game animals.4

The forest cover was not an advantage to
the settlers who began arriving after 1800,

Looking at History

however. Those who wanted to farm, as most
did, had to clear field areas before they could
make a living from the land in the traditional
manner. In addition, people used lumber
extensively for building homes and other
structures. The land that was so densely wooded
in 1800 was cleared as quickly as the settlers
could manage it. Land clearing continued into
this century; the wooded land flat enough to
farm or use as pasture was converted to new
fields as older ones became too eroded or
depleted to be productive. Although many farm
families left wooded tracts on the steepest slopes
and in wood lots, so they could have a supply
of wood for building and heating, by the time
the Forest Service began buying land in the
1930s, very little forest cover existed in the entire
region. Most of the forest we now see on visiting
the Hoosier National Forest and its environs is
not the mature old growth forest encountered by
the earliest settlers. Instead it is the result of
systematic replanting accomplished since the
1930s.5

13
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Native Americans, 1600-1800
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dwellings. Houses consisted of large,
multiple-family long houses, which were pole
framed and bark covered.

Tools and utensils used by the earliest
historic Indiana included: clay pots; pipes of clay
and stone; arrowheads of stone and antler; shell
beads; and omaments of native copper. These
items can survive through time at a site, and
thus it may be possible to build our knowledge
of the historic Native American presence in the
region through identification and study of

archaeological sites. Other more perishable
items, which would be unlikely to last over time,
include wooden mortars, gourd utensils, fiber
baskets, wooden canoes, and leather clothing.
Also, the Delaware and Miami are said to have
dug storage pits to preserve food; these too can
be preserved in the archaeological record if they
have not been subjected to later disturbance.

Metal and glass items were obtained from
European or European American traders, or
from other Indians who had acquired these trade
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Figure 14: Historic Indian sites and trails in the Hoosier National Forest region.



goods. Native Americans traded furs and hides
for many types of European and American goods,
including blankets and whiskey. Eventually, Indian
groups adopted a wide array of new material
items, as these became more readily available
from traders. Brass and copper kettles replaced
their earthenware pots, guns replaced bows and
arrows, and European pipes and glass beads
replaced traditional smoking and decorative
items.

A map compiled in the 1930s shows historic
Indian villages and trails in Indiana, including
several sites in our region. Locating these or
other historic Indian sites is difficult, however.
The available material culture and settlement
information suggests that early historic Native
American sites appear very similar to prehistoric
sites. Trade items originating in Europe, which
would give a clear indication of dates of
manufacture, occur rarely and probably were
present at only some of the early historic sites.
And, after Native American groups adopted the
use of European goods and house styles to
replace their own traditional material culture,
their cultural remains appear much like early
European American sites.

Another problem we face in identifying
indian sites from this period is the transitory
nature of the historic Indian presence in the
region. The scant documentation suggests that
their presence spanned decades, not centuries,
and was marked by nearly constant movement
and adjustment between groups and territories. '
Given these circumstances, it is not surprising
that direct evidence for the early historic Native
Americans in south central Indiana is still elusive.

There is one cultural feature dating from
the period of historic Native American occupation
known for the Hoosier National Forest. This is
the segment of the Buffalo Trace, also called the
Vincennes Trace, that runs through the Forest
boundaries. This trail was sometimes called the
*Lananzokimiwi Trace," a name which seems to
be derived from a Miami language phrase,
combining words translated to mean "cattle® and
*road." it was the major land route across southern
Indiana in early historic times, running from the
Falls of the Ohio (near present- day Louisville) to

Looking at History

Vincennes. The trail, created by buffalo during
their migrations and the used by Indians and
later by Europeans and European Americans,
was as wide as 20 feet.'® It may still be possible
to find and preserve sections of the trail in areas
that have not been too disturbed. Thus far, the
necessary research and field work to achieve
this has not been done.

European American/Native American
Interactions

The story of Indian and European American
relations during the early historic era is a tale of
conflict over territory. The land that now makes
up our region is a small portion of a larger territory
sought by several peoples: Native American
groups, the French, and the British. The process
by which the territory ultimately came into British,
rather than French, dominion during the colonial
period is recounted in a number of places.'®

By the 1770s, British American settlers
were living in present-day Kentucky very near
our region, despite the Proclamation of 1763
which prohibited American settlement west of
the Appalachians. These *squatter® settiements
became vulnerable during the Revolutionary
War, when the British supported indian groups
in attacks on American settlers in Kentucky and
elsewhere. Attacks and counter-attacks
established a pattern for the course of the war
in the western territory: British and American
forces each used the Indians in their fight against
the other. Ultimately, the American side won the
war, though the victory was based on battles
east of the mountains. In our region and
throughout the *west," neither side was able to
dominate the other.

After the end of the Revolutionary War
direct conflict between the Indians and European
Americans increased in the Ohio River Valley
region. The cause of the dispute was the land
itself. The European Americans believed that
they now had title to the territory, while indian
groups did not accept this claim of land ownership
any more than they had accepted earlier French
or British claims.

21
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The conflict centered on European
American expansion north across the Ohio River.
Although only a few "squatters” had set up cabins
along the north side of the Ohio River, there
were already 70,000 settlers in Kentucky by
1790, and many were eager to acquire new
lands in southern Indiana, lllinois and Ohio. The
Native Americans were just as determined not to
relinquish these lands. It took many years of
scattered fighting to settle these conflicting claims.
The years from 1790 to 1795 and from 1808 to
1814 were particularly marked by Indian/settler
conflict in the region, but European Americans
forced Indian communities to give up their claims
to the land, and eventually most Native Americans
signed treaties and moved farther west.

The movement of a European American
population into our region was encouraged and
organized by two important policy decisions on
the part of the U.S. government. The Northwest
Ordinance of 1787 provided for the system of
government to be used in the area of Indiana
and nearby states, then known as the Northwest
Territory, including provisions for achieving
statehood. The Land Act of 1800 allowed for
relatively easy, legal land acquisition by private
individuals from the federal government. This
was partly accomplished by opening land sale
offices within the Northwest Territory. The first
office in what is now Indiana was established in
1807 at the former French trading settlement at
Vincennes. Land was sold for $1.25 per acre.

An earlier act, the Ordinance of 1785, had
provided for the survey of land into six mile square
townships, subdivided into 36 sections, each
640 acres in size. These land subdivisions remain
the basis for legal description of land ownership.
In fact, the grid of land sections is still clearly
apparent in flatter areas, where roads often follow
north-south and east-west section lines. In much
of our region, roads tend to follow ridges and
hollows, so the work of the earlier surveyors is
not so visible on the landscape.

A monument and smali park in the Hoosier
National Forest is dedicated to the work of the
early surveyors. The site is the "Initial Point* in
the surveying system and the center of our
scheme of sections and townships. It is located

Looking at History

south of Pine Valley off of State Highway 37 in
Orange County.

We know very little about the day-to-day
relations between the earliest settlers and the
Native Americans in our area. There are only a
few clues in the county histories. In Dubois County,
the first European Americans settled in 1802,
some six miles west of the Hoosier National
Forest boundary. According to the 19th century
county history, the first settlers lived near some
Native Americans. It is recorded that when a
family of settlers built a second house near their
original one, the first house was used by Indians.
*Soon" afterward, however, for reasons not
recorded, these Indians *became hostile* and
the European Americans vacated their homes
and retreated south. The settlers returned, though,
and built a block house near their homes in
order to protect themselves against indian attack.
Crawford County settlers also built a block house
described as a two-story log structure. Other
accounts confirm that early settlers were indeed
subject to raids by Indians who did not accept
the legality of the land treaties, particularly during
the War of 1812.2

Some of the most extensive contact
between Indians and European American settlers
in our area appears to have taken place in Jackson
County. One location, Vallonia, has long been
reported to have been the site of a pre-1800
French settlement, based on the discovery of
some abandoned dwellings by the first
English-descended settlers in the early 1800s. It
could be that these old houses were in fact
Indian homes. Native Americans were still in the
vicinity in the early 1800s, and we have reports
of one marriage between a white, European
American man and an Indian woman; the seizing
and lengthy captivity of a white boy by Indians;
and bloodshed on both sides during fighting.
The European American settlers built at least
two blockhouses or *forts® in the immediate area,
where people, livestock, and valuables could be
protected. The locale is reported to have been a
fort during the War of 1812, and a reconstruction
stands today in the town.

Fighting between Indians and whites was
known in other counties, too, though there are

23



Pioneer Settlement, 1800-1850

also mentions of *friendly* Indians in several
instances. In Monroe County, for example, a
long-lived resident wrote about the period of the
1820s:
When we first moved here Delaware and
Pottawattomie were plentiful. They had a
trading house within a half mile of where |
now live. They were quite friendly and often
would come with their squaws and papooses
to stay all night with us.

On the whole, though, references to contact
between the two groups in our region are scarce,
despite the fact our region became settled by
European Americans--and counties were first
organized--while a sizable population of Indians
remained in central and northern Indiana. There
are no known cases of prolonged peaceful
European American/Native American interactions,
such as occurred in east central Indiana and at
the trading centers which existed in western and
northern Indiana.2!
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Figure 16: The nine counties in our region were part of fewer
but larger counties at the time of statehood.

Transplanted Cultures: Pioneer
Settlement, 1800-1850

The first decades of the 1800s in southemn
Indiana were remarkable in two ways. First, one
population, the Native Americans, was nearty
entirely replaced by another, the European
American settlers. Second, the success of the
U.S. government policies to encourage settlement
meant that it took only a few years to meet the
required number of settlers--60,000 residents—
for application for statehood.

By 1816,when statehood was granted, the
Hoosier National Forest region was populated
by immigrants: persons who settled in a new
area, bringing with them their own culture and
means of livelihood. Who were these settlers?
Where did they come from? How, and where,
did they live?

Geographic Origins of the Settlers

Historical studies show that a high
percentage of settlers came to our region from
Kentucky, North Carolina, Virginia, and
Tennessee. These southern migrants settied
throughout the south central part of the state,
including the Hoosier National Forest region.
Pennsylvania, and later Ohio, contributed smaller,
but significant, populations to the Hoosier National
Forest counties. New York, Maryland, and the
combined New England states contributed even
fewer settiers.

The geographic and cultural origins of the
region’s most numerous settlers can be
pinpointed even more specifically to the Upland
South. The Upland South is a geographically
and culturally unique area of the U.S. Stretching
from western Virginia and North Carolina in the
east to northern Mississippi in the west, this
region is marked by its rugged, hilly terrain and
by the particular character of its people, dialects,
and lifestyles.22



Upland Southerners: Origins and
Culture

Tracing the origins of the Upland
Southerners reveals the roots of most of the
pioneers in our region. The eastern areas of the
Upland South were settled by British and
continental Europeans in the 1700s; this
population was comprised mainly of English and
Scotch-irish, with some German-speaking
peoples. The hill country of the southern U.S.
thus became an area in which a variety of cultures
were brought together. A unique Upland South
culture developed out of this combination of
different European cultural traditions. For
example, the particular style of log house that
developed in the Upland South combined
Germanic log building traditions with Scotch-lrish
and English house plans.?

Upland Southerners for the most part
belonged to a middle class of southerners. Often
one encounters the stereotype that ante-bellum
(pre-Civil War) southerners were divided into just
three groups: black slaves, wealthy white slave
holders, and poor whites. However, another
large group of southerners existed, a middle
class of white, land-owning "plain folk" who did
not own slaves, but who were also not abjectly
poor. The members of this "yeoman class" made
their livings raising livestock and farming on their
own Jand.24

The pioneer families in south central indiana
also lived by these means. Corn growing along
with hog raising on their newly acquired lands
was the main occupation of the early settlers.2s

This basic economic mode was not the
only practice brought to Indiana by the settlers
from the south. Some of the values and customs
described for the southern *plain folk® are echoed
in descriptions of pioneer life in Indiana. Thus, in
both regions a close-knit family was the core of
the social structure, churches were central to
community life, and community social and
economic life was strengthened by cooperative
efforts such as house-raisings and log-rollings.2®

Looking at History

Settlement and Economy

What lands did these immigrants choose to
settle in the Hoosier National Forest area? Steep
and narrow stream valleys which abound in our
region made the broader upland ridges a logical
place of settlement. In our central section, the
broader valleys of rivers and major streams offered
better farm land and a nearby reliable source of
water. Our county histories report that the upland
ridges were the preferred terrain, and access to
springs was important. It has been suggested
that the uplands were preferred for health reasons;
diseases such as malaria and *milk sickness"
were associated with lowland areas. it could
also be that the high ridges were chosen for
their similarity to the regions left behind by the
settlers. Both emotional ties, such as the comfort
of familiar landscapes, and practical reasons,
such as the benefits of knowing how to make a
living on hilly lands, may have encouraged the
immigrants to copy their previous settlement
styles. As it stands we still know very little about
which tracts of land were in fact the first selected
for settlement.??

The basic economic pattern in the period
of early settlement in our region was a combination
of hog raising and corn growing, as mentioned
above, with some reliance on hunting. Deer and
wild turkey were especially important in the earliest
years, though increasing numbers of settlers
and the reduction in wild animal populations
eventually made hunting unreliable as a means
of putting meat on the table. Horses, mules, and
sometimes oxen were important to farming,
because these animals pulled plows and wagons.
Even milk cows and chickens were brought
here, or were later acquired through barter or
purchase. Dogs--especially hounds--also came
with the earliest settlers and were important for
protection, companionship, and hunting.

Few records tell us about hunting in the
earliest years of pioneer settlement, but one
written account describes a bear hunt around
1819. Samuel Hazelett, an early Monroe County
settler who was “... more a farmer than a hunter
..., and three other men *... who were called
‘hunters’ from the fact that they did little else but
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hunt for a living ...," tracked a bear into a local
cave.

They prepared themselves with guns, shot
pouches, knives, and two "sluts® (torches),
and entered the cave. After squeezing around
rocks, they located a bear, and while one
man held a torch over it, another hunter
shot it.

At the crack of the gun the concussion
knocked the light out, and there they were
with a wounded bear in darkness.... They
had to grope their way back to where they
had left their other slut burning.... [T]hey
concluded best not to go back into the
cave where there was a wounded bear, so
they took the other branch of the cave ...
and discovered another bear ..., fired on
him and wounded him just enough to enrage
him.

He came tearing at them, and they all broke
for the outlet.... [One man] stepped into a
hole and fell down. The bear ran over him,
and as he did so gathered up [his] gun in
his mouth.... [The other men] fired on him
..., but he had gotten too mad to die....
[One man] crept under the ledge of rock,
pretending to be dead.... The bear came
and put his nose to the back of [his] neck.
He said he thought then that his turn had
come, but the bear laid down against him
without further molestation, only breathing
his stinking breath.... [When] the bear saw
proper to get up, ... they soon dispatched
him. His head was shot into a jelly. They
skinned and quartered him, each one taking
a quarter, and left the cave forever.2®

Early accounts of farm work are also rare,
though one brief description includes a vivid
picture of breaking the ground:

The farmer did his plowing with a jumping
shovel, which had one long share. Nothing
was more aggravating than such a plow. If
the share caught behind a strong root the
plow would either jerk a man severely or
jump out of the ground and hit him in the
ribs with the handles.... The grain was cut

with a sickle or a cradle. Much later ... a
reaper was used.?®

Using both the evidence of reports from
the early 1800s and examples drawn from studies
of modern-day farmers in the Upland South, we
can picture some of the methods used by pioneer
farmers in our region. After clearing the land,
building a house, and otherwise getting
established, farmers probably followed a seasonal
flow of activities timed to utilize their land
efficiently. For instance, stock-raising and
crop-tending could be synchronized so that
livestock, particularly hogs, would feed in
woodlands while the crops were growing, and
then feed on field residue after the crops were
harvested. To show ownership of hogs that ran
free through the woods, farmers marked their
ears with notches or slits; this practice contined
as late as the 1880s, according the to a book of
ear marks in the office of the Crawford County
Recorder. The making of maple syrup in late
winter fit into the sesonal cycle between harvest
and planting. Reports of the amounts of syrup
made show that "sugaring® was a significant part
of the annual work cycle for early farm families.3°

While such farming methods met the
short-term requirements of year-to-year survival,
the long-term effects on the environment were
harmful. Though individual fields and pastures
were small in comparison to today's standards,
the early farmers soon damaged the shallow
soils in the uplands. Later on we discuss the
erosion caused by upland land-clearing and
plowing, which devastated wide areas of our
region.

Research on modern Upland South farmers
indicates that they take pride in their ability to
survive on their own skill, both in farming and in
making and repairing houses, barns, fences,
tools, and so on. It has been suggested that this
cuttural value system has contributed to the
persistence of the lifestyle over time, and it is
likely that this attitude of self-reliance and cultural
conservatism was brought to our region by the
early settlers from the Upland South. Though
notions of self-reliance may have been a cultural
ideal, in actuality cooperative labor—- among
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Life on the flat boat was very pleasant in beautiful weather but woe betide the crew of the boat when it was caught out on the swift
Ohio or the broad Mississippi when a storm arose. Two men were put at each oar and the boat was rowed ashore by the blg
steering oars. Then the boat was tied up till falr weather came.... [O]ld boatmen tell that they were so tired and thelr arms were so
sore that they could not comb their hair after rowing the boat ashore in such a storm. Sometimes it took a day or more to get to
shore if the wind set wrong.... Of a night in many places watches were kept on the boat to keep of robbers who dld not hesitate

to kill if it was necessary to get the cargo.

The hill country farther north also had access
to the Ohio River through the use of small flatboats
on tributary waterways. Farmers had to get their
goods to waterways by primitive roads and trails,
but once these smaller streams were reached
they were navigable during high water in the
springtime. One example is Clear Creek, which
runs through southern Monroe County before
flowing into Salt Creek, which in turn runs through
north central Lawrence County to flow into the
White River, the Wabash River, and then the
Ohio. Lewis Brooks, later an officer during the
Civil War, wrote this account of a flatboat trip to
New Orleans:

[The trip] required eight weeks. Trips were
sometimes made in six weeks in good
weather and no intermediate landing.... The
trip provisions were furnished and they did
their own cooking and took deck or steerage
passage back to nearest landing to point of
departure and then walked home. The
owners usually travelled [steamer] cabin
passage home. | did that....

Brooks made the trip as part of his duties
working at his father’s Martin County store. He
also told about the commerce carried out at the
store:

The firm carried on a general merchandise
business, you might say kept store. They
could sell you a silk dress pattern or a fish
hook, quinine [for treating fever] or a Webster
spelling book, sugar or cream of tartar, sole
or side leather or a pair of sewed high
heeled boots. They would buy your fat hogs,

dressed or alive, wheat, corn, furs, hides,
or whiskey by the barrel. They sold
merchandise on a January to January credit,
and carried twelve hundred accounts. Aimost
all the cash received was from the sale of
produce at New Orleans once a year.®

Thus, rather than being an isolated frontier
area, the region had access to national markets,
and took part in the national economy.

Economic endeavors in the region other
than farming included milling (horse mills and
water mills were both used, for grist [grain], and
lumber); store keeping and inn keeping;
blacksmithing; distilling; and tanning. Eventually
towns and smaller rural communities dotted the
landscape, providing these kinds of
establishments for the rural populace.

It appears that some types of manufacturing
began early in our region. Salt making was among
the earliest; in Monroe County, for example, salt
works date to the 1820s. The beginnings of
sandstone quarrying and whetstone production
occurred well before 1850, at least in Orange
and Martin counties. Locally made whetstones,
used for sharpening tools, were of high quality,
and were exported to international markets.
Another early enterprise was iron-making. An
iron furnace is reported to have been operating
in Vallonia, in Jackson County, in 1813. in Monroe
County, aniron mine and fumace began operating
in 1839. Pig iron bars were shipped out to
Vincennes and Louisville in wagons, and cast-iron
goods for domestic and farming use were
produced for local sale.>
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Figure 18: A page from the 1837 daybook of the Stout’s Mill, Paoli, illustrates some of the range of goods bought (cloth, screws,
slate, steel yard scale, shirting, glass knobs, locks, back saw, calico, muslin, set of plates, and a cruet and mustard set). Stout's
Mill also served for a period as a bank and a wool carding operation, as well as providing milling services. Another preserved
daybook, from the H. M. Barbee store in 1845, lists goods brought in by local residents (hides, feathers, linen, tallow, eggs, butter,
meat, and wood) to trade for goods available at the store (such as whiskey, sugar, spices, oil, tobacco, colfee, tea, shoes, cloth,

yarn, and spelling books).
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Religious life in the region during this period
was marked by camp revivals, as well as regular
church activities. Revivals were a common
occurrence in the United States during the period.
In rural areas they served as a unifying social
force as well as providing spiritually uplifting
occasions; apparently commercial activities were
associated with the meetings as well. There are
mentions of revivals in the Hoosier National Forest
area in the county histories.

Schools, as well as churches, were
established early but sporadically in each of the
Hoosier National Forest counties. One provision
of the Ordinance of 1785, which organized the
survey and sale of lands in the Northwest Territory,
was that the proceeds from the sale of one section
of land (Section 16) in each township were to be
set aside for the support of public education.
Additionally, the first Indiana constitution, of
1816, stipulated that the state government create
a free and open public education system for the
state. However, the fuffillment of these
constitutionally set goals was delayed by
government inaction. The early schools tended
to be small and irregularly attended, and were
not always staffed by competent teachers. Also,
pioneer period schools were not open equally to
all students, and the education they offered was
not free. Though it was not until much later in
the 19th century that education in Indiana became
more available and professionally conducted,
the literacy figures for 1840 show that less than
15 percent of the children (ages 5 to 15) were
unable to read and write.3¢

Social and political culture were closely
mixed in the early period of European American
settlement. The county histories give accounts
of early county and township organization; these
tend to give the impression that forming
governments in the new counties was similar to
forming a new club, charitable organization, or
neighborhood association today. The few weekly
newspapers in the region helped provide
communication, commonly telling of political,
social, and economic events, and advertised
goods and services.
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Figure 20: Dates of organization of counties and county seats.
In several of our counties, the county seat shifted as the
distribution of population changed.

Maintaining law and order was an important
priority for the settlers.3” The personal style of
government may have contributed to the generally
lawful behavior of the residents, by bringing a
strong social element to the legal restrictions.
Social, economic, legal, and political interactions
were all relatively personal in nature. Pioneer
society appears to have operated in almost all
ways on an intimate basis.
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The following importent and very in-
teresting-inlel.igence is taken from ' the
New Orleans Pu:ayune ol’ lhc 241!1
ult.: : .. :

A revolution hos bioken out in the
important  department af Jalisco. "It
commenced the morning of the. :20th
May, in the city of Guadalara, The bat-
talion of Leges, followed by other bodies
of military and by the eathusiostic pap
vlace, attacked the palace of the Gover-
nor. Theassault was so proinpt that the
defender hod scaicely time for a Single
discharge of artillery, by which ono wau
ouly was killed and one wouuded.” The
cry of the assailants was **Long live the
Republic, and ™ death” "to ~a " Rreigm
Prince!” Some of the troops at the pal-
ace recognized friends among the ossail
ants and refused to fire atthemn,

‘Revolution in Jalisco. - .

The New York Era announces that the
bzautiful male Giraffa, which recently ar-
rived in that city from Alexandriy, in
Egypt. died suddenly on Saturday morn-
ing immndiaialy alter fecding, without ex-
hibiting aay previous illness. It is sup-
pesad that poisoa had been administered
to tha aaimal. It was the only male Gi-
rae ever brought to the couatry, and vias
several feat tallor than the females exhibi-
ted previously.—Ledger.

Female Pifls.

0 the Ladies of Indiana, 1 would not af.
fer au article mora inestimable or valun-
ble than the Lemale Piils,asnone will tend so
wuch 10 the scliel nfihn cinss of human be-
inge, as this invajuable Medicine,  Ladies un-
der the influence of disense, will find it greatly
1o theiradvantage 19 rall ar send tn Druzs and
Medicinees on the North side of the ublic
Squaicyin I"aoliy amd getn hn‘ of the Female

tPitle, . A. BowLks,

b Aprit 3.

Figure 21: Early newspapers, such as those in Paoli, often reprinted articles from other newspapers and brought information on
national and international events to the people of the region. These early papers also carried advertisements for locally available
goods. Left: The Patriot, July 16, 1846; upper right: The Torch Light, November 24, 1838; lower right: The True American, December

18, 1841.
Health

Most pioneers in the early years of the
1800s did not have access to professional health
care, and relied on their own and their neighbors’
knowledge to survive disease, injury, and
childbirth. In particular, death in infancy or early
childhood-- often to diseases easily treated
today--touched many families. Reports suggest
that fevers, usually unspecified, sometimes called
*ague*® (malaria), were commonplace in the newly
settled land, particularly in the fall. Residents of
the frontier towns were at least as vulnerable as
isolated settlers, for epidemics of diseases such
as typhoid or diphtheria could spread in more
densely populated areas and could devastate
entire communities. Hindostan, the town noted
for the processing and shipping of whetstones
and the original county seat in Martin County,

was swept by such an epidemic (perhaps cholera)
in the mid-1820s. The result was that the town
was abandoned and the county seat moved to
another location. The same happened to
Palestine, the original county seat of Lawrence
County.38

Population Composition

While it is clear that Upland Southerners
comprised the majority of pioneer settlers, and
contributed significantly to the popular cuilture,
several other groups were present in the region
as well. We discuss three of these groups
here--settlers from the northeastern U.S.,
European-born, German-speaking settlers, and
African Americans--but our region was home to



other groups, too, including French, English,
and Russian immigrants.

Yankee Settlers

The northeastern *Yankees® came from a
different cultural setting than did the Upland
Southerners. The significance of the differences
between these two groups, and the importance
of their combined presence in the midwestern
states, have been explored or noted in different
historic accounts. The contrasting images of the
two groups are almost stereotypic: the Yankees
are portrayed as literate, industrious, and
interfering, while the Upland Southerners are
seen as unschooled, content to merely get by,
and satisfied to mind their own business.

This division is so sharply defined that one
is tempted to ask whether the small percentage
of settlers from the northeast contributed beyond
their numbers to the economic and cultural vitality
of our region. Certainly there are isolated mentions
in the county histories of successful businesses
run by Yankees. One 19th century county historian
has written, concerning the early settlers of Brown
County, that "a sprinkling of Yankees were among
[the predominately southern settlers]--enough to
give the Northern spirit to all public
undertakings®".+® A neglected area of historical
research in our region is the various roles the
different cuftural groups had in economic, social,
and political life.

According to reports, Yankee settlers
preferred to group themselves in communities
with others from the Northeast. Whether Yankee
immigrants had separate settlements in our
region is not yet known, but architectural clues
indicate that many New Englanders settled among
Upland Southerners. This question might be
answered by a study of census data and land
transaction documents.

German Settlers
Germans were apparently the largest group

of immigrants from Europe. Indeed, by 1850 half
of all European immigrants to Indiana were

Looking at History

German, or German-speaking Swiss and
Austrians. Not all the Germanic settlers in the
Hoosier National Forest region immigrated directly
to the area from Europe. Individual and family
biographies indicate that some German-born
settlers lived, or stopped briefly, in other U.S.
locations (such as Kentucky, Ohio, and
Pennsylvania) before settling in Indiana.+!

As with the settlers from the Upland South,
the Germans came seeking a better life. Their
commitment to this prospect had to be firm, for
the crossing to this country was long and
sometimes dangerous. One early German
immigrant to Dubois County, while writing to his
wife who was still in Europe, described an incident
from his sea journey of 64 days:

Then we had a big storm with violent thunder
and lightning ... Terrible! General confusion
and misery reigned on board. It was horrible.
Everyone thought that the last hour had
come.... Imagine between heaven and water
a ship full of shaking people tossed around
like a leaf in the wind....+

Despite the hardships of his crossing, he
urged his wife to join him in America as soon as
she could arrange it; he also suggested that
others among their relations and friends consider
the move. This was typical of the process by
which German communities formed in this
country:

... @ small number of successful German
immigrants on the land would attract
others--often relatives or acquaintances
from their hometowns in Europe-—-and slowly
a rural cluster would develop, usually inter-
mixed with native-born Americans or other
immigrants, but sometimes almost
exclusively German.+

In our region, some groups of German
settlers clustered together in this way in the first
half of the 19th century. One such concentration
was the "German Ridge" area in southern Perry
County. Here, place-names are critical evidence
in defining their settlement area. Such names as
Plock Knob, Krausch Hill, Anspaugh Flats, and
Helwig Hollow appear on maps of the area.
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Another area of concentration of German peoples
was in northern Perry County, and is also known
as "German Ridge.® The lack of German
place-names in this area indicates that
German-speaking people were probably not the
first to settle in the vicinity, or that their settlement
was not as extensive, exclusive, or long- lasting,
as the southern *German Ridge.* Each of these
areas has a *German Ridge Cemetery."

German settlers are mentioned in the late
19th century county histories, particularly in the
biographical sections, but their contribution to
the region is not explored fuily. Mention is made
of preaching in German at the German Methodist
Church in Tobin Township, Perry County, in the
1830s, and it is remembered for later county
churches. The Swiss Colonization Society, which
founded Perry County's Tell City, created a
planned community in the wilderness for Swiss
and German immigrants. It is not surprising then
that Tell City’s town records were originally kept
in German,

The highest concentration of settlers of
Germanic origin in our area is in Dubois County,
as is well known. In fact, according to the 1850
census, Dubois County had one of the highest
percentages of foreign-bom residents of all
counties in the state, almost all of whom were
immigrants from Germany. Though they began
arriving before 1850, Germans were not the first
settlers in the county. They were encouraged by
the German Catholic church and various
publications to come to Dubois County and buy
land that was still available from the government,
and they settled amongst already existing farms.
it appears that these German immigrants were
hospitably received by the earlier settlers, who
taught them ways to cope with their new
environmemnt. Also, records indicate that German
settlers were active in Dubois County politics.s

African American Settiers

The last group to be discussed, African
Americans, are nearly invisible in the traditional
county histories. The censuses and some of the
county histories record the presence of a few

blacks in Hoosier National Forest counties; their
scarcity in most of the counties indicates that
these individuals were probably isolated from
larger black communities. In the early days,
some African Americans were present as slaves,
despite a ban on slavery in the Northwest Territory,
and later in Indiana. Other blacks recorded in
early censuses were free.«¢

Some blacks, especially many from North
Carolina, are known to have immigrated to
Jackson and Orange counties in connection
with Society of Friends groups. In contrast to
their experience in other counties, it appears
that these African Americans were able to
establish communities of their own.+?

One such community of African Americans
existed during the 19th century within what is
now the boundary of the Hoosier National Forest.
This was the Lick Creek community of Orange
County. The settlement has in recent times been
called “Little Africa,* though this is certainly not
the name the residents of Lick Creek used.

For a long time, little was known of this
community, other than the bare fact of its former
existence and the presence of an overgrown
church cemetery in the woods south of
Chambersburg. Though the graves at this
cemetery date from the middle 1800s, neither a
church nor the community are mentioned in the
1884 history of the county. Their omission is
more an indication of the "mainstream" nature of
the county histories published in the late 1800s
than a reflection on the size or vitality of the
community.

Over the past 20 years, private citizens,
scholars, and Forest Service personnel have
combined efforts in giving “Lick Creek" its place
in history.

The first steps in this revival were taken in
the early 1970s, when a local Boy Scout troop
cleared the overgrown cemetery, reset fallen
tombstones, and marked previously unmarked
graves with wooden crosses. A memorial plaque
was placed at the site, which is surrounded by
Hoosier National Forest property. The cemetery
can be visited by hiking an old road into this
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COUNTY 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900
BROWN

Native Americans 0 0 0 1] 4} 4 0
African Americans 3 19 0 1 (] 7 1
European Americans 2,141 4,827 6,507 8,681 (10,264 |10,027 9,726
CRAWFORD

African Americans 0 0 12 1 0 3 2 14 2

European Americans | 2,583 | 3,238 | 5,270 | 6,523 | 8,226 | 9,578 |12,3%4 |13,927 |13,474

DUBOIS
African Americans 8 2 7 21 12 35 S8 93 19
European Americans | 1,160 1,776 3,625 | 6,300 ]10,382 12,562 |15,984 120,160 }20,338

JACKSON
African Americans 36 120 130 214 179 le4 344 270 228
European Americans | 3,974 4,750 8,771 |10,833 |16,107 |18,810 |[22,706 |23,863 |26,405

LAWRENCE
Native Americans 0 0 [ [ 0 [ 4} 1 0
African Americans 15 59 106 94 118 250 335 kyy) 435

European Americans | 4,101 9,175 {11,676 {11,985 |13,574 |14,378 |18,208 |19,415 |25,2%4

MARTIN
African Americans 4 11 23 9% 52 36 /] 23 217
European Americans | 1,028 1,999 | 3,852 | 5,845 | 8,923 11,067 |13,453 ]13,950 |14,4%4

MONROE
African Americans 8 70 13 27 25 259 345 408 428
European Americans | 2,671 6,507 {10,130 {11,259 {12,822 13,909 ]15,530 |17,264 |20,445

ORANGE
African Americans 9% 125* 158 251 260 159 149 70 194
European Americans | 5,272 7,776 | 9,44 |10,558 |11,816 |13,338 {14,210 |14,608 |16,660

PERRY
African Americans 16* 13 4 9 3 150 208 253 252
European Americans | 2,314 3,35 | 4,651 7,259 11,844 14,651 |16,789 17,987 18,526

»

includes 1 slave

Note: Native Americans may be under-represented in early census tabulations.
African Americans are listed in census tabulations as free, except as noted.
European Americans include both European Americans and European immigrants.

Figure 23: African American history Is a growing field of intersst in southem Indiana. These figures, compiled from U.S. census
Information, show that the black pioneer population was not uniformly distributed in the Hoosler National Forest countles.
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buildings, cemeteries, and roads. Together, their
placement on the landscape comprises the
*settlement pattern," which we also discuss.

Houses

While some of the very earliest shelters
used by the pioneer settlers were temporary
lean-tos or cabins, the majority of pioneer settlers
in south central Indiana lived in houses. We may
think of their small houses as *cabins,* but they
were family residences, solidly constructed out
of logs. Written sources from the early 1800s
suggest that the residents distinguished between
temporary, round-log *cabins® and more solidly
built, squared-log "houses." British and Germanic
influences were combined to produce the simple,
rapidly built Midland Tradition log house, which
originated along the Atlantic Seaboard states

and then became the dominant folk house type
for the interior, southern portion of the eastern
United States before 1860.52

The form of the Midland log house was
simple: the basic construction unit consisted of
a "pen," or room-sized rectangutar unit measuring
around 16 to 20 feet on a side. The pen could
stand on its own, or be joined with another pen
in various ways. The single-pen type was the
simplest form of the Midland log house, and
represents the “classic' one-room, early frontier
home. Variations employing two pens include
saddlebag, double- pen, and dogtrot houses.
The pens were constructed of squared *hewn"
timbers stacked into walls that were joined at
flush corners with notches. The use of roughly
finished timber was suited to pioneer building
conditions. Mud and rock chinking was used to
fill the spaces between the logs.
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Figure 25: The Midland log house form. These drawings show some of the variations and additions which were common to this

folk house form.

Initially, these houses were not necessarily
covered by exterior, overlapping *weather-
boards*; the timber walls themselves had to
resist the elements, and thus were tightly

constructed. As sawmills became more common
locally and cut lumber became more widely
available, these houses could be more easily
covered with protective weather-boards, to seal



them better. Such siding also served a stylistic
purpose. Local sawmills also allowed for framed
additions and porches constructed from cut
lumber rather than hand-hewn logs. Some
scholars believe that even the earliest log houses
were built with the intention of covering them
immediately with boards or shingles. In such
houses, the timbers for the walls could be more
roughly hewn, as they were not required to be
as weather-proof.52 An example of uncovered
log construction is the Waldrip house, discussed
and illustrated later; an old photograph of this
house shows one section built of bare logs,
while the adjoining section is frame-built and
covered by weather-boards.

Midland log houses had simple pitched
roofs, featuring a long central ridge with front
and back roof sections sloping down to the
eaves. The roofs were covered by shakes
(shingles hand-split made from short segments
of logs), and external chimneys were placed at
the gable ends of the houses. (A gable is the
part of the house formed by the angle of a pitched

roof).

The method of construction of log houses
can be a clue to culturat affiliation, but for most
of the house sites in our area, this information is
no longer available, the logs having been removed
or rotted long ago. One example of a log
saddlebag house was still standing in the hills
just north of the Hoosier National Forest until the
early 1970s. This house, which was probably
buiit around 1850, was constructed with
half-dovetail corner-notching, which suggests a
southern heritage.3

Considering that various sources tell us
what to expect the typical house in the first half
of the 19th century to have looked like, it may
seem odd that there are no such house sites on
record among the known archaeological sites in
the Hoosier National Forest. Several reasons
probably contribute to this situation.

Looking at History

1. They would have left no easily visible surface
features, especially if chimneys were made
out of perishable sticks, as sometimes
occurred, or if more durable chimney
materials were re-used on later structures.
The scarcity of metal hardware or of glass
for windows during early settlement also
would contribute to the relatively invisible
nature of such sites.

2. Early structures were often incorporated
into later houses, or were dismantied and
the materials re-used.

3. Later houses were built on the same sites,
obscuring indications of the earlier
occupation.

4. Population densities were lowest in the
early years of settiement, so early sites are
rarer than later house sites.

Other Structures

Other structures used during the pioneer
era include barns and additional farm buildings,
stores, government buildings, inns, churches,
schools, and mills.

The earliest settlers may not have
constructed extensive outbuildings, but it is
reasonable to assume that by 1850 farms were
becoming relatively complex. There is a tendency
to picture the pioneer period in terms of isolated
log houses in the woods, and to picture the later
part of the 19th century in terms of full farmstead
complexes complete with house, barns, sheds,
root cellar, smokehouse, springhouse, cistern or
wells, etc. While the isolated log house image
may be valid for the beginning of the pioneer
era, and the complete farmstead complex correct
for the later period, these two *snapshots® in
time fail to show what must be a long period of
growth and development in the region. Excavation
of archaeological sites is one of the best ways
to learn how and when farm units gradually
increased in complexity, but so far only one late
historic house site in the region has had any
excavation.
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the soldiers. Smith wrote the letters over a two
and a half year period from many places, first
from training camps in Indiana, and then from
Ohio, then Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Mississippi, Alabama, then again from Tennessee
and Kentucky. Many of the recurring topics in
the letters are prosaic: Private Smith’s heaith,
which for the most part was good; the weather
and conditions he encountered; the food he was
getting in the Army; whether and when he would
receive his Army pay, and how he might send
part of it home to Elizabeth; and his shortage at
different times of stamps, writing paper, tobacco,
warm clothes, and boots. Only once did he write
about being involved in a battle; another time,
his regiment arrived just after a battle had been
fought, and a few times he wrote of serving on
picket duty or foraging for supplies. Private Smith’s
passion emerged when he wrote about the people
back home who supported the Confederate
cause, and who were trying to convince Union
soldiers to desert. A sample of passages from
his letters tells its own story:

Feb. 9, 1863: ... the poor cowardly pups
they think that they can do more than to
come in the service on either side. They
stay at home and work against us and we
are here to defend their property as well
as property of loyal men.

Feb. 17, 1863: | have strong hopes of
getting home sometimes but God knows
whether | will or not and knows the length
of time as he is an all wise Being.

Feb. 19, 1863: You said that you wanted
me to take the best possible care of myself
and that | try to do but try js all | can do
for [if] a man does his duty he has not
much chance to take care of himself.
Sometimes we have to wade mud and
water nearly knee deep and just exposed
to everything and every kind of weather....
You said that you thought that they would
have war back there. | would like for them
to have war enough there to put an end to
all of them traitorous devils for | hate them
worse than | do the Rebels in arms against
us.o4

Looking at History

On October 19, 1863, Smith wrote to his
wife from Chattanooga, Tennessee:

The Rebs are pretty close to us. | can step
out of my tent and see their camps in
large quantities.... | think that they will get
the worse thrashing they have had for
some time.... | am as ever your husband,
write soon....9?%

Just over a month later, on November 25,
1863, Private Smith was killed at Missionary
Ridge in Chattanooga.

The long-term effect of the war itself on
our particular region has not yet been studied.
Clearly the war caused major disruption and
hardship for area families. Fully three-quarters of
the adult men saw military duty during the war;
as many as twelve percent--one in eight--of those
who served were killed or died of wounds or
disease. Aside from this human cost, the Civil
War cost the region economically. During the
war, our region suffered from the loss of business
with Southern states that had once been
customary, and afterwards local counties were
called on to support injured or ill veterans, and
war widows and children.

In some areas the war resulted in increased
industrialism and prosperity. Our region
experienced little of this gain. In southern Indiana
the rate of growth slowed after the Civil War
when compared with growth in northemn and
central Indiana. In addition to its lowered economic
position, our area experienced a post-war crime
wave, with violent gangs operating in some of
our counties. One example is the Monroe County
gang led by Cornelius "Crook* Mershon, a man
who had been a "slave-catcher® in the 1850s
and then a soldier in the war. He and his brothers
were involved in notorious crimes in the 1860s
and 1870s; Mershon's fate was settled by
vigilantes who took him from jail before his trial,
and then shot and hung him. Some attribute this
*outlaw era® to returning war veterans, dissatisfied
with post-war conditions and psychologically
disturbed by their wartime experiences.®

After the war, a national trend toward
party politics was intensified.s? In our region, this
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Tradition and Change, 1850-1915

Material Culture

Much more is known about the material
culture of the later 1800s and early 1900s than
is true for the earlier pioneer period. Buildings
constructed during the later period still stand,
and period advertisements illustrate a wide array
of merchandise. A range of items - clothing,
equipment, books, and household furnishings -
are collected as antiques and also presetved in
museums for study and display.

Houses

As with other cultural manifestations, the
houses built or altered during the years 1850-1915
reflect both continuity and change.

Throughout the eastern United States,
folk housing styles were less restricted to
geographical regions after the advent of rail
transportation. ! Still, we wonder to what degree
our region deviated from this pattern, due to
cultural conservatism and limited access to
railroads. In Upland South areas, including
southern Indiana, lllinois, and Ohio, log houses
were still common in rural contexts well into the
20th century. This description of log building
techniques helps to explain the perseverance of
the craft:

... the log buildings of southern Indiana
are built in a special way of carefully hewn
timbers, flat on each side, joined at the
corners in such a way that the corners are
flush, chinked between the timbers, and
covered on the exterior with horizontal,
lapping siding. These elements, the hewn
logs, the flush corners, the chinking and
the siding, belong together and form a
definite complex of traits which are
inter-dependent.... The individual elements
work together to make a practical and
aesthetically pleasing whole. It is practical
because a structure using this complex is
superbly insulated and because, as long
as it is kept in good repair, it will last
indefinitely. It is aesthetically pleasing

because the builders must have thought
that a structure built of logs and not covered
with siding looked rough and unfinished.?02

Where hewn log construction was
abandoned, it was replaced by light balloon
framing or braced framing construction. This
change was tied to a generally increased
availability of cut lumber due to the railroads,
but of course would have been possible in any
area which had both timber and sawmills present,
as was common throughout our region. Two
distinct house forms became popular during this
era, the I-house and the two-pen house, both of
which followed from the Midland log house form.

The dominant frame folk house form in
southern Indiana was the two-pen house. This
house form was basically the same as the
double-pen log house form, being two rooms
wide, one room deep, one-story, with a side
gabled roof. Chimneys were placed at one or
both ends, or in the center. Other variations
include one or two front doors, and the presence
or absence of a hall to one side of the center
division. Southern Indiana examples
characteristically had a wide front porch, two
front doors, and a rear lean-to extension or
addition.

The I-house, named for its simple, linear
floor plan, was built throughout Indiana, but was
less frequent in the south central hill region,
based on existing examples. This house form is
also one room deep and two rooms wide, and
features a side gabled roof, but is two full stories
high. It can have one or two end chimneys, or a
central chimney, as with the two-pen house.
Additions can include front porches and rear
rooms. It has been suggested that this house
form was associated with a relatively high
economic status in the Upland South, and this
appears to be the case in southern lllinois. The
Rickenbaugh House, which is located on Hoosier
National Forest property in Perry County, and is
listed on the the National Register of Historic
Places, represents a variation of the I-house
pian. It has a T-plan, with a rear extension forming
a third gabled end.
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The problem is compounded by the
scarcity of information about customary house
foundation patterns. What is known suggests
that stone "piers*® were the usual foundation form
used in the Upland South. In southern Indiana,
the use of stone piers or blocks under the four
corners of the building, and sometimes under
side walls in larger structures, raised the structure
off the ground and helped prevent the lower
timbers of the building from rotting.'°* Barns as
well as houses had stone piers. The house and
farmstead site information from the Hoosier
National Forest itself suggests that stone supports
were commonly used in our region, but when
this construction tradition began, or how long it
lasted, is not yet known.

Figure 55: Side view of a
typical one-and-one-half-
story German American log

One distinctive house type in our region
which probably dates from this era is the German
American log house form, found in Dubois County.
This house form features two rooms and
one-and-a-half stories, but differs from similar
log house forms in our area. Differences include
a larger overall size in the German houses,
different sizes in the two main rooms, and framed
front porch and back room sections which were
built at the same time as the log rooms. The
porch and back rooms are supported by log
extensions from the main room section. Though
there is no known European model for this house
type, it appears that the German settlers brought
this design with them into our area.%¢

house, Dubois County. This

view shows the logs and

the siding-covered upper

part of the end wall. A

porch was buiit at the
front of the house, while

back rooms were built of
frame construction. The

cantilevered overhanging
roof shows that the porch

and back rooms, as well
as the use of frame
construction, were not
simply iater additions
but Integrai parts of the
initial buliding plan of

01}-__
o
]'

this type of log house.
Other Structures

Houses rarely stood alone on the
landscape, but usually were part of farm
complexes consisting of several other buildings
and features. A typical farmstead of the period
might include a house, a privy, a livestock barn,
other farm sheds for storage of equipment or
produce, a poultry house, a smokehouse, a
springhouse, a root cellar, and a well or cistern.

Though use of log barns continued, the most
common surviving barm type from this period in
south central indiana is the frame-built
transverse-crib barn. This type features a wide
central aisle, stalls or bins along each side, and
an upper loft for storing hay. Many examples in
southern Indiana are enlarged by a full-length,
single-level shed addition along one side. If
such additions appear along both sides, the
type is known as a "broken gable® bam and may
indicate a higher economic status.10s
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Figure 63: *Memory map"* of
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from Information provided by
Joshua and Srepta Waldrip's
grandson. Compare this map
with the measured site plan
drawn in 1990, Figure 61.
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RICKENBAUGH HOUSE

Jacob Rickenbaugh, who was born in
Maryland, married Elizabeth Ester Kerr, and the
couple moved to Indiana in 1855. They purchased
property in Perry County which already had a
log house on it; the family lived in this house for
the next 19 years. Jacob was a tanner by
profession, and it is said that he chose the
property because of the large number of chestnut
oak trees, the bark from which was used in the
tanning process.

In 1874, the Rickenbaughs had a new
house built. This house was constructed of
sandstone blocks by hired Belgian masons.
These masons, the George brothers, also worked
on a stone church in Leopold and on the abbey
at St. Meinrad. The sandstone is said to be local,
but no specific quarry site is known; some
accounts say that the rock was cut from outcrops
near the house site. The cut stones are massive
and heavy, because the walls of the house are
solid stone. Oxen were used to transport the cut
stone, and ramps were needed to place the
stones. The fioor joists were made from massive
hand-hewn beams.

The fioor plan of the new two-story house
was simple. It was laid out in the shape of a "T*
with its top at the front, and its leg forming a

rear extension. There were sandstone chimneys
at each of the three ends. The front of the house
was symmetrical, with four windows and two
doors on the lower story and four windows on
the upper story.

The interior plan was also simple, having
just three rooms on each fioor. The downstairs
consisted of two parlors at the front of the house,
each with its own outside door, and a kitchen in
the rear extension. The upstairs consisted of
three bedrooms. Each of the downstairs rooms
had its own fireplace, the one in the kitchen
used for both heating and cooking. A
granddaughter of Jacob and Elizabeth, who
grew up in the house in the early 1900s after
her mother's death, remembers the house being
warm in the winters and cool in the summers.
The house had attic space under the roof, and a
full basement.

The Rickenbaughs' granddaughter recalls
that the house was sparsely furnished. There
were two wooden beds in each of the three
bedrooms, and each had a lower straw mattress
while the upper mattress and pillows were filled
with goose and duck feathers. A long wooden
table in the kitchen was used for dining, and
contained a drawer where pies were kept. The
house had two spinning wheels, and the
Rickenbaugh women made rag rugs on a loom
that stood in one of the bedrooms.
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Figure 64: Floor plan of the
Rickenbaugh House, Perry
County.
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The grounds had the usual array of
outbuildings, including a barn, a granary, a
chicken house, a privy, and a springhouse. There
were also the buildings and vats associated with
Jacob’s tannery business. Jacob is said to have
ceased tanning in the late 1870s to concentrate
on farming. His granddaughter remembers the
farmstead property divided into pasture and field
areas. There was a cane field, where cane for

Looking at History

molasses was grown, and she also remembers
apple trees behind the house. There were no
trees in the front yard originally, and in the early
1900s cows and sheep were allowed to graze in
the yard to keep the grass down. Two springs
on the property provided the family with its water
supply. A family cemetery lies about 100 yards
from the house.
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Figure 65: "Memory map® of L
the Rickenbaugh House site, Rock Outcro
drawn from a description P N. I
provided by the granddaughter ot to Scale Kline's
of Joseph and Elizabeth House
Rickenbaugh. l

The house was the location of the Celina
Post Office from 1878 until 1961, when it was
closed due to decreased use. The position of
postmaster was held by various women of the
family, who operated the post office out of the
corner of one of the parlors.

During the early 1900s, the nearest store
was in St. Croix, about three miles away, and
the closest doctor in Bristow, seven miles away.
The Rickenbaugh granddaughter remembers
that her aunt, who lived in the stone house and
raised her, tended to the sick in the neighborhood,
and also acted as a midwife. Rickenbaugh family
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descendants owned and lived in the house until
they sold it to the Forest Service in 1968.

The Rickenbaugh and Waldrip houses

offer some interesting comparisons and contrasts.

Both were constructed in the 1870s from local
stone and wood materials. Each was a
single-family home, though sometimes the
residents included more than just a *nuciear
family* of parents and children. Each property
was kept within the family for more than one
generation. Each was the center of an active
farm.

These similarities tend at first to be
overshadowed by the differences in the two
houses. The Rickenbaugh house is unusual for
the region in that it was built of stone by
professional masons, blending a variant of the
widespread I-house folk housing form with the
Greek Revival decorative style which is inspired
by architectural design. Also, the Rickenbaugh

house was the location of a tannery business
and a post office, as well as a farming concem.

The Rickenbaugh house is located next
to Celina Lake, a reservoir constructed in the
1970s, and has been placed on the National
Register of Historical Places. Plans for its
renovation and interpretation to the public are
under way. The Waldrip house was in such poor
repair by the time the Forest Service attained
possession of the property (in 1990) that it is not
eligible for the National Register, and restoration
is not possible.

It is interesting to compare the "memory
maps* associated with these two farmsteads
with maps of typical historic sites found on Forest
Service property. The accompanying drawings
illustrate the archaeological remains found at
two farmstead sites in Orange and Perry counties;
our understanding of the scant remains observed
at these sites is enhanced by the information we
have for the Waldrip and Rickenbaugh homes
and farms.

Figure 66: Map of an historic
site found in Orange County.
This site was a farmstead in
the later 1800s, and was
located at the end of a steep
upland ridge, near the town
of French Lick.
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Figure 67: Map of 19th century farmstead site located on a ridge top in Perry County.

75



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA



Twentieth Century Changes, 1915-1950

86

miles from home and tell [his sons] to
meet him there at sunrise with the horses.
He skinned animals while hunting to lessen
weight in hunting coat or gunny sack.?
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Figure 82: 1835 map showing percent of sheet erosion and
gullying by county, based on a study of information coliected
by the Soil Conservation Service - U.S. Department of
Agricuiture. The Hoosier National Forest region closely follows
the most eroded lands. That study also noted that the greatest
overall erosion was In Crawford Counly (99.4%), Orange
County (95%), and Brown County (92%).

By the 1920s and 1930s the economic
disadvantage of the terrain was made far more
devastating by the effects of massive land erosion
in the hilly regions. In fact, various upland ridges
in southern Indiana had earned a special
designation, being called:

‘ten-year’ land .... [D]uring ten years of
tillage by the customary methods so much
of the soil washes away that further tillage
is unprofitable.?"?

Many landowners could not pay taxes
and others were forced to abandon their holdings
because of the condition of the land. This
environmental devastation, together with the
economic problems associated with the Great
Depression of the 1930s, meant that our region
was in a dire economic situation by the mid-1930s.

One result of these conditions was the
formation of a national forest in south central
Indiana. Federal funding to purchase lands for
national forests was initially authorized by the
U.S. Congress through the Week'’s Act of 1911,
The Clarke-McNary Act of 1924 established
cooperative agreements between the federal
government and states. In 1931, a survey of
game animals and environmental conditions by
Adolph Leopold was especially significant in
highlighting land abandonment and soil depletion.
The Indiana General Assembly officially
determined in 1935 that Indiana's national forest
would be located in the southern uplands of the
state. The original name proposed for our Forest
was the Benjamin Harrison National Forest, but
ultimately the name *Hoosier National Forest*
was selected. By 1951, when enough land had
been acquired, the Forest was officially
designated. 12

The lands for the Hoosier National Forest
were purchased by the Forest Service from willing
landowners, who were often anxious to divest
themselves of their eroded acreage no longer
productive for agriculture. A contemporary
newspaper account reported that by August of
1935, the Forest Service had over 2,000 offers to
sell from area landowners--totaling over 200,000
acres!113 This amount is higher than the acreage
owned by the Hoosier National Forest in 1990,
From this perspective, it becomes obvious why
the Hoosier National Forest holdings correlate
with the two rugged landforms, the Crawford
and Norman Uplands; it was in these hilly areas
that farm lands had suffered the most soil erosion.
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3. You can be a "steward of the past,” helping
preserve the past for the future.
Archaeological sites are a *non-renewable*
resource: when sites are destroyed or
damaged by vandalism or construction,
the information they might have provided
is gone forever.

® Do not collect or even move artifacts
at archaeological sites. Archaeological
sites are fragile resources. Contrary to
the popular notion that ancient places
lie buried beneath the ground surface,
historic archaeological sites in our
region are typically concentrated on
the surface and in the upper few inches
of the soil. Even minimal earth-moving
or artifact ("relic') collecting can
drastically harm a site for serious
study and public knowledge.

® ltis illegal to excavate artifacts in
Indiana except as part of an approved
archaeological research plan. Digging
at archaeological sites on federal
lands without a permit is a serious
crime, under the Archaeological
Resources Protection Act of 1979
(and amended in 1988). Digging
without a permit--or *looting*—-is also
illegal under state law, on state and
private lands.

® If you should come across signs of
digging or other damage at any
archaeological site, you can help save
it from destruction. Contact the
archaeologist or the law enforcement
officer at the Forest Service office in
Bedford, or a State Conservation
Officer at any county office. Please,
do not attempt to stop looters yourself.

Family History

Much of our history comes from
documentary resources. For the study of a region,
family histories in particular can help us
understand culture changes and appreciate the

social and economic trends that make the region
distinctive.

1.

Family papers are *primary* sources of
information that are seldom carefully
collected and preserved for the future.

You can find out how to preserve and
curate old letters, photos, diaries, and
documents from your local historical
association or museum.

You might also consider putting
together a family history based on
these resources, as well as on
genealogical research and family
memories.

2. Genealogical research is done in every

county in our region. Courthouses keep
records of births, deaths, and land and
tax transactions. U.S. government census
data also help historians track families as
they moved from one location to another.
Public libraries and many local
organizations can direct you to other
sources of information, such as cemetery
records and the family history reports
written by others.

Your own genealogical research can
help others if you deposit a copy of
your family history with the local
historical museum, library, or historical
society.

Oral and Personal History and Material
Culture Artifacts

Memories and physical objects also
contribute to knowledge and appreciation of our
heritage.

1.

We have few first-hand accounts of times
past. Local historical organizations can
provide advice on collecting oral history
and memoirs. The indiana Historical
Society and the Oral History Research
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You can compile a description of a
historic house or other structure that
you own, or is part of your family’s
past. As with other forms of material
culture, information about the social
context of a house is important in
understanding its role in local history.
What date was it built; who built it;
where were the materials obtained;
when and why were additions or other
changes made; how many people
lived in it; what other buildings stood
(or still stand) nearby; has the
structure's use changed over time;
how were the grounds landscaped?

Reports which describe historic
buildings and their social context can
be deposited at the organizations we
list. Such reports are especially useful
when accompanied by photographs
or drawings and location maps.
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HISTORICAL ORGANIZATIONS AND MUSEUMS

indiana

Indiana Historical Society
315 W. Ohio Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Indiana State Museum
202 N. Alabama Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Indiana State Library
Indiana Division

140 N. Senate Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Indiana Division of Historic Preservation
and Archaeology

Department of Natural Resources

State Office Building

402 W. Washington, Rm W-274

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Indiana African American

Historical & Genealogical Society
502 Clover Terrace
Bloomington, IN 47404

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana
340 W. Michigan Street
Indianapoilis, IN 46202

Historic Southern Indiana Project
University of Southern Indiana
8600 University Boulevard
Evansville, IN 47712

Brown County

Brown County Historical Society
and Museum

P.O. Box 668

Nashville, IN 47448

T.C. Steele State Historic Site
Rt. 1, Box 256
Nashville, IN 47448

Crawford County

Patoka Lake Visitors Center

(Upper Patoka Valley Heritage Collection)
Rt. 1
Birdseye, IN 47513

Crawford County Historical Society
and Museum

R.R. 1

Leavenworth, IN 47137

Dubois County

Dubois County Historical Society
737 W. 8th Street
Jasper, IN 47546

Ferdinand Historical Society
Box 194
Ferdinand, IN 47532

Old Town Hall Museum
Huntingburg, IN 47542

Jackson County

Jackson County Historical Society & Museum
115 N. Sugar Street
Brownstown, IN 47220

Lawrence County

Lawrence County Historical & Genealogical
Society and Museum

County Court House, Room 12

Bedford, IN 47421

Lawrence County Historical Society
Rt. 4, Box 25A
Mitchell, IN 47446

Pioneer Village Mill Museum
Spring Mill State Park

P.O. Box 376

Mitchell, IN 47446
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Martin County

Martin County Historical Society
and Museum

P.O. Box 84

Shoals, IN 47581

Monroe County

William H. Mathers Museum of World Cultures
Indiana University

601 E. 8th Street

Bloomington, IN 47405

Monroe County Historical Society
and Museum

202 E. 6th Street

Bloomington, IN 47401

Monroe County Genealogical Society
1717 E. Hunter
Bloomington, IN 47401

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ORGANIZATIONS

Council for the Conservation of
Indiana Archaeology, Inc.

R.R. 1, Box 28

Owensville, IN 47665

Indianapolis Avocational Archaeological
Association

% Department of Anthropology

Cavanaugh Hall, 425 University Boulevard

Indianapolis, IN 46202

Orange County

Orange County Historical Society and
Thomas Elwood Lindley House

P.O. Box 454

Paoli, IN 47454

West Baden Historical Society
PO Box 6
West Baden, IN 47469

Perry County

Tell City Historical Society
P.O. Box 728
Tell City, IN 47586

Wabash Valley Archaeological Society
% Department of Anthropology
Jamison Hall

Indiana State University

Terre Haute, IN 47809
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Jennings, Scott and Washington, Indiana
(Chicago, 1889), for listing of fraternal
organization membership in the
biographies of prominent citizens; George
R. Wilson, History of Dubois County from
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date given), 385.
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Families (Memories of Hoosier
Homemakers Series; [Indianapolis, 1983]),
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Arnold, Feeding Our Families, 127.
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of Friends (4), Union (2}, and Universalist
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churches.

82. See Madison, The Indiana Way, for an
account of post-Civil War tensions.

83. Robbins, "Negro Register, Orange County,
Indiana." Negro registers in our area also
exist for Martin and Jackson Counties.

84. Frances V. Halsell Gilliam, A Time to Speak:
A Brief History of the Afro-Americans of
Bloomington, Indiana, 1865-1965
(Bloomington, Indiana, 1985).

85. Levi Coffin, Reminiscences (Cincinnati,
1876), 112

86. Noblett, History of Lawrence, Orange and
Washington Counties; Henry Lester Smith,
*The Underground Railroad in Monroe
County,* Indiana Magazine of History 13
(1917), 288- 297.

87. John D. Barnhart, “The Impact of the Civil
War on Indiana," Indiana Magazine of
History 57 (September, 1961).

88. 196,649 men served (accounting for
re-enlistments); 10,822 served after being
drafted and 5,197 were hired as substitutes
by draftees (Report of the Adjutant General
of the State of Indiana, Vol. 1: Adjutant
General’s Repont, Indiana, Statistics and
Documents [Indianapolis, 1869], 5; Charles
E. Canup, "Conscription and Draft in
indiana During the Civil," Indiana Magazine
of History 10 (June, 1914), 70- 76). An
outline of reaction to the draft in Indiana
is contained in Barnhart, *The Impact of
the Civil War.*

89.

90.
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Enlistment totals for the Hoosier National
Forest counties were taken from Blanchard,
Counties of Morgan, Monroe and Brown,
Indiana; Noblett, History of Lawrence,
Orange and Washington Counties;
Goodspeed Brothers, History of Warrick,
Spencer and Perry County, Indiana; Bowen
and Company, History of Lawrence and
Monroe Counties; Brant and Fuller, History
of Jackson County, Indiana. The county
figures do not account for re-enlistments;
our estimates allow for this, based on the
Indiana re-enlistment totals of 5.6% (based
on Report of the Adjutant General, 5).
County population figures are taken from
the 1860 national census (Statistics of the
United States, 342; Joseph C.G. Kennedy,
compiler, Population of the United States
in 1860 [Washington, D.C., 1864}, 106).

An interesting topic is the number of African
Americans who served in the Union Army:
Crawford (1), Dubois (10), Jackson (15),
Lawrence (2), Martin (2), Orange (28),
and Perry (7), but none from Monroe and
Brown Counties; see Coy D. Robbins,
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with the Union Army in the Civil War,
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Barnhart, *The Impact of the Civil War*;
Noblett, History of Lawrence, Orange and
Washington Counties.
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William E. Wilson, “Thunderbolt of the
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Indiana Magazine of History 54 (June,
1958), 119-130; Margrette Boyer, "Morgan’s
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Letter written by Attia Porter to her cousin

Private John C. Andrews, July 30, 1863.
Reproduced in Funk, “The Morgan Raid.*
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Graves family memoirs, from Monroe
County Historical Society, compilers,
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and Kimberly K. Lakin, The Forest Service
and the Civilian Conservation Corps:
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Arnold, Buggies and Bad Times, 128.
Arnold, Buggies and Bad Times, 152.
Amold, Buggies and Bad Times, 130-131.
Luebke, Germans in the New World, 172,

Luebke, Germans in the New World.
Patrick Munson supplied an account of
language shift on tombstones in a
southern lllinois cemetery.

The quotation is from a recent book that
explores Klan membership and activities:
Leonard J. Moore, Citizen Klansmen: The
Ku Klux Klan in Indiana, 1921-1928
(Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 1991).

It is difficult to explain local membership
variation, for it does not seem to correlate
strongly with any of the factors we
examined in our nine-county area:
numbers of blacks, of Catholics, or of
foreign-born people, or with population
density or degree of urbanization. We
constructed the following table based on
data from these sources: H. R.
Greenapple, compiler and editor, D. C.
Stephenson: Irvington 0492: The Demise
of the Grand Dragon of the Indiana Ku
Kiux Klan (Plainfield, Indiana, 1989),
102-119 [membership figures];
Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, Fourteenth Census of the United
States Taken in the Year 1920, Vol. I
Population 1920 (Washington, D.C.,
1922).
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Native Native
N N White KKK
White, White, A - KKK members
COUNTY Native Foreign Foreign | Negro ;'1‘;;";; (1924-25) **
Parent Parent
BROWN 1,831 88 24 0 302 302
94.2% 4.5% 1.2% - 15.5% 16.5%
CRAWFORD 2,993 193 28 0 243 243
93.1% 6.0% 0.9% - 7.6% 8.1%
DUBOIS 3,648 1,673 205 3 437 437
66.0% 30.3% 3.7% 0.1% 7.9% 12.0%
JACKSON 5,631 1,058 203 24 821 821
81.4% 15.3% 2.9% 0.3% 11.9% 14.6%
LAWRENCE 7,317 390 228 59 1,392 1,392
91.5% 4.9% 2.9% 0.7% 17.4% 19.0%
MARTIN 3,021 178 33 2 340 340
93.4% 5.5% 1.0% 0.1% 10.5% 11.5%
MONROE 6,376 291 134 149 1,589 1,589
91.7% 4.2% 1.9% 2.1% 22.8% 24.8%
ORANGE 4,695 95 43 108 350 350
95.0% 1.9% 0.9% 2.2% 7.1% 7.5%
PERRY 3,198 1,148 179 23 116 116
70.3% 25.2% 3.9% 0.5% 2.6% 3.6%
Total 38,710 5114 1,077 368 5,590 5,590
Hoosier N.F. 85.8% 11.3% 24% 0.8% 12.3% 14.4%
Counties

*  Negro is the term used in the Census Data.

**  Percentage of Klan membership in terms of the number of adult males of native birth and native
parentage is shown in this column. All other percentage figures are based on total number of

adult males.
128. Greenapple, D. C. Stephenson; M. William 130. Kathieen M. Blee, Women of the Klan:
Lutholtz, Grand Dragon: D. C. Stephenson Racism and Gender in the 1920s
and the Ku Klux Klan in Indiana (West (Berkeley, California, 1991).

Lafayette, Indiana, 1991).
131. Arnold, Buggies and Bad Times, 85-90.
129. Lutholtz, Grand Dragon, 31.
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132. James H. Madison, Indiana Through
Tradition and Change: A History of the
Hoosier State and Its People, 1920-1945
(Indianapolis, 1982); the story of the still
in the Monroe County cave was
contributed by Ruth Brinker.

133. Madison, Indiana Through Tradition and
Change.

134. Barbara J. Steinson, *Memories of Hoosier
Homemakers: A Review Essay," Indiana
Magazine of History 86 (June, 1990),
197-222; Eleanor Arnold, editor, Going
to Club (Memories of Hoosier
Homemakers Series; [Indianapolis,
1987]), 55. Arnold's Going to Club
chronicles the extension clubs; each of
the six volumes in this series offers
glimpses of many aspects of 20th century
life in our region and throughout the
state.

135.

136.

137.
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Mood family memoirs, from Monroe
County Historical Society, Monroe County,
Indiana, Family Heritage 1987, 78.

The Center on History-Making in America,
Information Brochure, Indiana
University-Bloomington; see also *An
Essay by David Thelen: History Making
in America," The Historian 53, 4 (1991).
(The Center is a research institute and
clearing-house exploring the many ways
in which people understand and use the
past; to receive thier newsletter, MOSAIC,
write to: 1503 E. 3rd Street, Bloomington,
IN 47405);

In addition to those works already cited
in our end notes and in the illustration
credits, recent area histories include:
H.O. Jones, A Twentieth Century History
of Crawford County, Indiana (Chelsea,
Maryland, 1984); Lawrence County
Historical and Genealogical Society, Inc.,
History of Lawrence County, 1818-1990
(Paducah, Kentucky, 1990).
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SOURCES FOR FURTHER READING

If you are interested in learning more
about the topics we have covered in this narrative,
the end notes and illustration credits list a number
of works which can be consulted for further
reading. Of the books we have cited, we strongly
recommend James H. Madison’s The Indiana
Way: A State History, published in 1986 by Indiana
University Press and the Indiana Historical Society.
This book is very readable, as well as being a
thorough treatment of the history of our state.

For in-depth treatment of particular topics,
we suggest consulting the Indiana Magazine of
History. The material from this journal is indexed
(in separately published general indexes for the
years 1905-1979, and in a yearly index published
in the December issue, since 1979), and it is
widely carried in university and public libraries.
The journal contains reviews of historical books,
as well as annotated topical articles, so it is a
good place to learn about other sources. We
should mention that members of the Indiana
Historical Society receive with their memberships
a subscription to the Indiana Magazine of History,
as well as the popular magazine Traces of
Midwestern History, which contains shorter,

beautifully illustrated articles on a wide variety of
topics.

One recent Indiana Historical Society
publication introduces the public to a variety of
historical places and structures. This is Indiana:
A New Historical Guide, by Robert M. Taylor, Jr.,
Errol Wayne Stevens, Mary Ann Ponder, and
Paul Brockman, published in 1989. Tours 7, 11,
and 12 in this book are located in the Hoosier
National Forest region.

Another series of publications concerns
historic buildings. Of the counties in our region,
Jackson, Monroe, and Perry have interim survey
reports listing architectural/historic properties
that have been documented for the Indiana
Historic Sites and Structures Inventory. For copies
of these publications you may contact the Historic
Landmarks Foundation of Indiana or check with
the local library. If you would like to know more
about the Inventory or its status in a particular
county, contact the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and
Archaeology.
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Files.
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the Indiana Historical Society.

Figure 55: Modified from Roberts,
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Figure 56: Photograph from Brown County
Historical Society (photographer unknown);
information from Bailey, History and Families, 71.
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Files.
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Figure 60: U.S. Forest Service Cultural Resource
Files and the Waldrip Family.
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Figure 64: U.S. Forest Service Cultural Resource
Files.

Figure 65: U.S. Forest Service Cultural Resource
Files.
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Reprinted from lllustrated Historical Atlas of the
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the Indiana Historical Society.
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Reprinted from lllustrated Historical Atlas of the
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County Museum,

Figure 76: Monroe County, Indiana, Family
Heritage 1987, 272.
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Figure 83: U.S. Forest Service Photo Files, No.
393484,

Figure 84: U.S. Forest Service Photo Files, No.
395272
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100-101.
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