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LAND OF MANY VALUES

HE CHIPPEWA NATIONAL FOREST lies in the land of Hiawatha

in the old Northwest Territory, a region rich in forests, game, and
fish. For possession of the area, two great Indian tribes fought a long and
bitter war, and the national forest is named for the victorious tribe which
forced the vanquished Sioux south and west. It is Indian country still,
with many descendants of the Chippewas living within it and with many of
its lakes and rivers bearing picturesque and meaning-packed Indian names.
Explored by the French and taken from them by the English, the Territory
became part of the United States at the close of the Revolutionary War.

Rich in story, the Chippewa is even richer in the values it offers to va-
cationists who seek rest and recreation beneath its mighty trees and beside
its pine-fringed lakes. The promise of deer, duck, and fish in abundance
lures thousands of recreationists year after year to try their luck with
camera, gun, or reel. Hundreds of lakes afford delightful swimming.
Campgrounds and resorts are scattered throughout the forest, and scenic
highways and Forest Service trails provide pleasant travel.

Despite its beauty, the Chippewa is more than a show place. Its stands
of timber are managed by the Forest Service to supply work for local
people and wood to industry. They are cut selectively on a sustained-yield
basis so they need never be exhausted.

You who have come here and you who are coming can do more than enjoy
this great, green playground. You can help preserve it by being careful
with fire in the woods.

The Chippewa is your forest. Its fires arc your loss, its productivity
your gain.

WHERE TO GO

Supervisor’s headquarters at Cass Lake, a three-story structure of pinc
logs with 180-ton matched stone fireplace. Here you can get first-hand
information about the forest.

Cass Lake Fire Lookout Tower, a 110-foot tower of California redwood.

Lydick Tree Nursery at Cass Lake, established in 1933, one of the largest
coniferous nurseries in the United States, covering 70 acres and growing
about 26,000,000 seedlings each year.
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Cass Lake Nursery and seed extractory, one of the three newest and largest
forest seed extractories in the United States.

Indian Museum at Cass Lake, treasure-house of Indian relics and history.

Star Island in Cass Lake, 1,000 acres of wild beauty surrounding tree-
framed Windigo, a lake within a lake; accessible only by boat; launches
leave on schedule from a public boat landing.

Norway Beach, campground in virgin timber on the east shore of Cass
Lake, 4 miles from town; excellent sandy beach and large community
house constructed of logs from the Chippewa.

Willow Lake Campground, camp and picnic ground on State Route 6, 9
miles northeast of Remer.

Seelye Point Recreational Area, camp and picnic ground on the Cut Foot
Sioux District with a commanding view of Cut Foot Sioux Lake.

Avenue of Pines, a mile-and-a-half drive through 50-year-old red and jack
pine, on the Cut Foot Sioux District.

Ruby Lake organization camp near Marcell, modern camp available for rent
to various groups.

Walker Fire Lookout Tower, 100-foot steel stairway tower in the town of
Walker, with excellent view of Leech Lake and its islands and the Onigum
Indian settlement.

Stokes Fire Lookout Tower, 415 miles north of Marcell.

Shingobee Winter Sports Area, 5 miles southwest of Walker.

Turtle Mound along the old Portage Trail on the Cut Foot Sioux District, built
by the Sioux when they drove the Chippewas into the north, and turned
to face south by the Chippewas when they returned to drive the Sioux
back into the plains.

Ranger stations, picturesque log buildings at Marcell and Dora Lake, and
completely modern stations at Remer, Cut Foot Sioux, and Blackduck.

Any or all of the CCC camps on the forest, where forest officers will
explain the operations of a modern work camp.

Water control and waterfowl dams, flooding marsh areas for fire protec-
tion and providing bird refuges for the Chippewa’s winged residents. Lists
of these dams and the camp and picnic grounds are given at the back of
this booklet.

THE FOREST OF YESTERDAY

The Chippewa National Forest occupies a unique place not only in the
history of forestry but also in the history of the United States. Situated
on the headwaters of the great Mississippi, it felt the tread of empire even
before American settlers pushed their way across the Appalachians.
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After the war the chief aim of explorers in this region was to determine
the source of the Mississippi. Cass Lake is named for Gov. Lewis Cass
cf the Michigan Territory, who conducted such an expedition in 1820.
Henry R. Schoolcraft, a member of this party, discovered the source of
the Father of Waters in Lake Itasca.

When white men first penetrated the American wilds, Leech Lake was
a stronghold of the Dakota or Sioux Indians. Encroaching upon their
territory, however, came the Ojibways or Chippewas. In 1746 the chief
village of the Dakotas fell into their hands, and the Dakotas were driven
from their homes on Cass Lake and Winnibigoshish. Clinging to their
Leech Lake hunting grounds, they made a final and unsuccessful effort to
drive off the Chippewas in 1748.

In the early days the Chippewa tribe had title to a vast area of forest
land within the present national forest. Through a series cf treaties, each
Indian was allotted 80 acres of land and the remainder was ceded to the
Government to be disposed of for the benefit of its Indian wards. Cruisers
were sent out to estimate the timber, but they knew little about this work,
and it was necessary to have it done over by more competent men. The
work was finished in 1898 and the sale of timber set for March 1899.

As it was apparent there would be some delay in completing the sale of
the timber, Congress passed an act permitting the logging of dead and down
timber for salvage purposes. Under this authority a considerable volume
of timber was cut and removed, some of it prime, green timber. Seeking
to protect the rights of the Indians, an agent named Walker violently pro-
tested against the sale of timber at the low prices prevailing under this law,
and his efforts resulted ultimately in the establishment of the Minnesota
National Forest.

An act of Congress in 1902 provided that the Indians should be paid for
the reserved volume of pine timber and land and that, on consummation
of this work, a forest reserve should be established. The area was pro-
claimed the Minnesota National Forest by President Theodore Roosevelt
June 23, 1908. By an Executive order of June 22, 1928, the name was
changed to the Chippewa.

Up to the time the national forest was created, the history of the white
man on the Chippewa was a history of taking—first its furs, next its timber.
The first great inroads into its timber resources came with the exhaustion
of the eastern woodlands, and the building of railroads into northern Min-
nesota. Fires followed the heavy cutting with deadly certainty, and the
outer portions of the Chippewa, acquired in recent vears, show the toll

Google



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
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WILDLIFE RESOURCES

BIG GAME

About 25,000 whitetail deer inhabit the Chippewa National Forest.
Hunting is opened each even-numbered year, with a limit of one animal
to a hunter. During 1940 the take for 17,000 hunters was approximately
9,000.

The regular season extends from November 15 to 25, inclusive, and
during 1940 a special bow and arrow season was established in Itasca
County from November 1 to 5.

There is no limit, of course, on the hunting season for camera fans, and
Chippewa deer are of great interest to them. The fawns, single or twins,
are born during May and throughout the summer are usually seen with
the mother. They are frequently glimpsed in the evening along roadsides
or the edges of fields.

Black bear are less frequently seen, although 150 are counted among the
forest’s four-legged occupants. The hunting season and take for bear
are the same as for deer.

Rarely seen is the moose. It is estimated there are about 20 on the
forest.

SMALL AND UPLAND GAME

There is a great abundance of snowshoe hare on the Chippewa, 100,000
being the estimated number. There are few cottontail rabbits, and about
500 gray squirrels.

Ruffed grouse are plentiful, and sharp-tailed grouse is increasing, the
present populations of each being 150,000 and 5,000, respectively. Two
thousand prairie chickens and 500 pheasants complete the census of upland
game.

FUR BEARERS AND PREDATORS

Not many wolves or red foxes are to be found on the Chippewa. Coyote
and wildcat are more common, but all are easily controlled by trapping
and hunting.

The dams of a thousand beaver may be seen throughout the forest, and
the marshes and flowage areas are dotted with the houses of muskrats.
Comparable to the muskrat as a valuable fur bearer is the skunk, also com-
mon on the Chippewa. Weasels are plentiful, but raccoons and otters
are seldom seen.
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FOREST USES

FREE USES, NO PERMIT REQUIRED.—Camping, picnicking, swimming,
hunting, fishing, berry picking, wild ricing, skiing, tobagganing, skating,
boating, hiking.

FREE USES OBTAINED UNDER A PERMIT FROM THE FOREST RANGER.—For
public organizations.—Church sites, fish hatchery sites, school sites, dump
grounds, cemetery sites, telephone rights-of-way, road and bridge rights-
of-way, power line rights-of-way, fire line rights-of-way, cabon logs, bridge
timbers, fuelwood, burning permits, sand, gravel and stone.

For private individuals.—Fuelwood for rural residents, sand and gravel,
peat and marl, fence posts for farms, dead and down sawlog material for
armers, camps and sawmill sites for loggers, burning permits.

SPECIAL USES FOR WHICH A PERMIT IS REQUIRED AND A CHARGE MADE.—
Pasturc lands, cultivated lands, fur farm sites, hay meadow land, railroad-
rights-of-way, recreational camps, recreational resorts, summer-home
sites, telephone and power line rights-of-way, sawmill sites, wharf, boat-
houses, and boat landings, timber stumpage for logs, posts, poles, ties,
pulpwood, box bolts, fuelwood, cabin logs, mine timbers, and piling,
maple sugar, Christmas trees.

The Cass Lake, Bena, Blackduck, Marcell, Remer, and
Walker Ranger Stations and the headquarters of the Dora
Lake subdistrict are located in or near towns of the same
names. The Cut Foot Sioux Station is near Little Cut Foot

Sioux Lake. .
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