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Preface 

X r s ,  Don fE3izabe th) Smith was i s sued  a c o n t r a c t  i n  1969 t o  
prepare t h i s  His tory  of t h e  Salmon Forest  - t o  record those 
ear ly  events and happenings that have l e d  t o ,  and been so in- 
strumental  i n ,  the development of t h i s  large va r i ab le  comp'tex 
area of p u b l i c  land.  

To provide the proper  c ~ r n e r s t o n e  f o r  the development of t h e  
Salmon F o r e s t  i t  was necessary f o r  her  t o  r e s ea r ch  and record 
the previous 100 y e a r s  of man's activity in t h e  area leading to 
the e s t a b l i s h m n t  of the Forest. The influence of the  events  
p r i o r  t o  the origin and development of t he  Nat ional  Fores t  still 
remain i n  evidence throughout t he  forest  today - Indian t r a i l s ,  
artifacts, pe t rog lyphs ,  homesteads,  settlements, mines and roads.  

The p iec ing  toge the r  of t h i s  history has  been a d i f f i c u l t  t a s k ,  
early r eco rds  are not complete and memories wane with time. In 
her  s t a t e w i d e  s ea rch  and in t e rv i ews  w i t h  many "old timers", Mrs. 
Smith has dune a remarkable job of tracing this history. 

H r s .  Smith has had a s t rong  i n t e r e s t  i n  history o f  the Salmon 
count ry  f o r  many years before she  undertook t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  She was 
a r e s i d e n t  of the Salmon area for twenty years w h i l e  her husband 
was p a s t o r  of the Salmon Hethodls t  Church. P a r t  of t h e i r  residence 
was on a ranch  on Pi th ington Creek. As an e n t h u s i a s t i c  outdoor 
r e c r e a t i o n i s t  s h e  has traveled over much of t h e  Forest and i s  
pe r sona l ly  a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  many of  t he  present and p a s t  F o r e s t  
personnel.  The Smiths now r e s i d e  in Boise, Xda'no, and are a c t i v e  
members of  the Idaho Historical Society. 

This h i s t o r y  merely "opens t he  door f t  t o  many of the happenings 
of t h e  p a s t .  A s  we inventory,  s tudy and develop the  Forest we 
c o n t i n u a l l y  encsunter evidence o f  the past worthy of recording 
and p resewbg .  Addi t iona l  contacts w i t h  the "old timersrT w i l l  
also add more to the s to ry .  

We are grateful to Nrs. Smith and a l l  those who par t i c ipa ted  i n  
t h i s  history and development o f  the Salmon N a t i o n a l  Fo re s t .  

J ,  L, L34ERSON 
Fores t  Supervisor 



This  h i s t o r y  of the  Salmon National Fore s t  i s  r s s p e c t f u l l y  ded ica ted  
t o  retired f o r e s t  s u p e r v i s o r ,  Er. F.  E, (Gene) Powers. X1.istori.e~ of  
some f o r e s t s  have been w r i t t e n  by retireti  supe rv i so r s  and i n  a very 
rca.1 sense, thourj,fi he  did no t  do  t h e  a c t u a l  research and w r i t i n g ,  
M r .  Powers h a s  " w r i t  ten" much of t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Salmon. Ret i red  
from t h e  F o r e s t  Service i n  1970,  he  spen t  t h e  l a s t  twenty-six years 
of h i s  p r s f e s s i o n a l  career on t he  Salmon, f i r s t  as a s s i s t a n t  superv isor  
and f o r  t h e  las t  eleven y e a r s  as supe rv i so r .  This per iod of time, over 
a  t h i r d  o f  the t o t a t  time s i n c e  t he  Salmon giver Fores t  Reserve was 
f i rs t  c r a t e d  i n  1906,  is something of  a record f o r  time spent  w i t h  one 
f o r e s t  by a profess ional  f o r e s t e r .  C e r t a i n t y  no anr knows the Salmon 
bet ter  arrd no orxe 113s been  more i n t i m a t e l y  cwncesntrd w i t h  its problems, 
o r  more f u l l y  d e d i c n t e d  t o  i t s  proper  management, than has  M r .  Powers. 

'In a l i f e  c a r e e r  s p e n t  w i th  the Forest S e r v i c e  Xr. Powers has  been 
-invaLved i n  a lmost  a l l  aspects  of the  development of  a modern f o r e s t  
and i n  t he  twenty-s ix  yea r s  s p e n t  on the Salmon he h a s  had t h e  i n t e r e s t  
as w e l l  as t h e  oppo r tun i t y  t o  become acquainted w i t h  this f o r e s t  t o  a 
degree t h a t  f e w  people  can ever a t t a i n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  any E o r ~ s t .  
Comparisons a r e  d i f f i c u l t  b u t  i t  can be s a f e l y  sa id  t h a t  t h e  Salmon i s  
one o f  t h e  most rugged f o r e s t s  i n  the s o u t h  for ty -e igh t  s t a t e s ;  cir- 
cumstances t h a t  call for  the l e a d e r s h i p  of a mzn of rugged and in -  
dependent c h a r a c t e r  w i th  t he  i n t e g r i t y  and devot iun  t o  h i s  work that 
make it p o s s i b l e  f o r  h i m  t o  serve under rugged cond i t i ons .  These a r e  
q u a l i t i e s  of the man who had the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  Salmon Watianal 
Fo re s t  as h i s  primary concern f o r  twenty-six years. 

Seldom has  there been i n  one person the combinat ion of a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  
M r .  Powers brought  t o  his work. From h i s  e a r l i e s t  t r a i n i n g  and c h i l d -  
hood experience h e  has  developed t h e  a b i l i t y  to a p p r e c i a t e  and b e  a t  
home i n  t h e  most p r i m i t i v e  of outdoor  conditions. A s  a woodsman and 
horseman he has  those t a l e n t s  one associates w i t h  the  e a r l y  d a y  f o r e s t e r s  
who had t o  l i v e  much l i k e  the  f ron t ie r smen of their t i m e .  But combined 
w i th  h i s  knowledge o f  t h e  o u t  o f  doors  h a s  been a f i n e  a b i l i t y  to 
unders tand and work w i t h  people;  a basic diplomacy and t he  wiLLingness 
t o  consider t h e  v a r i o u s  s i d e s  of a p r o b l e m ;  t a l e n t s  t h a t  made him a 
f i r s t  c l a s s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of a modern f o r e s t  with i t s  i nc r ea s ing ly  
complex a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  problems. 

The Life span  of F .  E .  P o w e r s  very nea r ly  covers the l i f e  span o f  t h e  
U .  S ,  Fo re s t  S e r v i c e ;  h i s  devotion to the  p r i n c i p l e s  of sound conser- 
v a t i o n  f o r  which  t h e  Forest Service was created marks him as a ca ree r  
f o r e s t e r  of t h e  c a l i b r e  t o  which our  pub l i c  Lands can be  proper ly  
e n t r u s t e d .  B i s  twen ty - s ix  years of esper ience on t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  and 
h i s  un l imi t ed  coope ra t i on  and h e l p  i n  t h e  preparat . ion of this h i s t o r y  
makes i t  most a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  i t  b e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  him in p a x t i c ~ s l a s  arid 
t o  a l l  fine career Eorcs t c r s  i n  general. 





A .  GEOLOGY OF THE S&YQN RIVER AREL4 

The area of the Salmon National Fores t  is mountainous, vary ing  i n  
e l e v a t i o n  Erom 2 ,480  feet a t  t h e  mouth of b r s e  Creek i n  t h e  Salmon 
River canyon to lL,350 f e e t  a t  Big Peak near  Leadore. Mountains 
along the Salmon River  i n  t h i s  a r e a  are l a r g e l y  made up of sedimentary 
rocks o f  t h e  Belt Series of t h e  Pre-Cambrian e r a ,  l a i d  down more than 
ha l f  a b i l l i o n  y e a r s  ago in sha l low seas. Instances of the  Belt S e r i e s  
rock a r e :  t h e  Yel lowjacket  Formation and Hoodoo q u a r t z i t e  near  the 
Yiddle  Fork of  t h e  Salmon River ,  and the  Lemhi and Swauger Quartzites 
in  the  Lemhi Range. There are also r e w a n t s  o f  marine rocks (Paleozoic)  
deposited Erom one half  billion years ago to 190 million years  ago i n  
seas t h a t  were shallow compared w i t h  the depth of the oceans of today. 
These wore probab ly  t roughs ex tending  northward to 45' and westward t o  
11.5' from l a r g e r  b a s i n s  i n  Utah and ad j acen t  states. L/ 
The Idaho b a t h o l i t h  rises i n  the western p a r t  o f  the Salmon Nat ional  
F o r e s t .  Xeasur ing roughly  240 by 70 miles, this huge body of g r a n i t e  i s  
one of the l a r g e s t  of  i t s  kind  i n  t he  world.  T h i s  b a t h o l i t h i c  i n t r u s i o n  
i s  da ted  as occu r r ing  over  100 m l l l i o n  years ago. 2 /  The Salmon River 
canyon cuts deeply i n t o  the batholith, exposing the i n s i d e  of  t h i s  
g ran i t e  mass. There is no sharp d i v i d i n g  l i n e  between the  b a t h o l i t h  
and the rocks  that enc lose  i t .  The surrounding rocks  were "soaked" 
wi th  molten g r a n i t e  f a r  s e v e r a l  m i l e s ,  shawing g rada t i ons  and lacal 
d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  rocks  a long  t h e  con t ac t .  These v a r i a t i o n s  are 
evident through much of the Salmon River canyon from Zaorth Pork west 
t o  Riggins.  2/ 

I n  1935 g e o l o g i s t s  on the  National Geographic t r i p  down t h e  Salmon R i v e r  
from Salrnon t o  Lewiston made o b s e r v a t i a n s  i n  t he  Idaho b a t h o l i t h  as the 
p a r t y  traveled through i t  f o r  90 miles. They r epo r t ed  t h a t  gold i s  t h e  
most important metal in and near t h e  Idaho b a t h o l i t h .  Gold veins are 
numerous nea r  t he  t op  o f  t h e  g r a n i t e  mass, but n o t  i n  t he  i n t e r i o r .  
Cold veins a long  the river ate few. I n  some places streams of molten 
rock o r  "dikes" pushed u~ from below into f issuses in the hardened 
granite. i/ 

l /Clyde  P. Ross, Geology along U.S. Highway 9 3  in Idaho, U .  S. Geological  - 
Survey Pamphlet 130 (Moscow: Idaho Bureau of Nines and Geology, 1963), P .  63. 

2fClyde P. Ross and M. Donald F o r r e s t e r ,  Outline of the Geoloa of Idaho - 
Bul le t in  No. 15 (Moscow: Idaho Bureau of Nines and Geology, l958), p. 33. 

4/Philip J. Shenon and John C . Reed, "Down Idaho ' s  River of No Return," - 
3atiorral Geographic (July, 1 9 % )  , 94-136. 



The C h a l l i s  vo1can.i.c~ oncc covered much o r  a l l  of tkrr area of tlhe 
Salmon Xaeional Forest, b o t h  the  rnountrl.iiis and t h e  v a l l e y s .  This 
e r u p t i o n  began over 30 million years ago ,  spread w i d e l y ,  and in  some 
p l a c e s  reached a t h i c k n e s s  of more t h a n  s mile ,  1/ f i l l i n g  v a l l e y s ,  - 
bury ing  streams, and covering all b u t  the h i g h e s t  s u m i t s  i n  Bla ine ,  
B u t t e ,  C u s t r r  and p a r t s  u f  Lemhi and V a l l e y  counties. 2 1  'rl~ese d i s -  - 
turbancrs in the earth's c r u s t  occurred i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  . In t h e  volcanic 
rocks are some s e d i m e n t s ,  p r o d u c t s  of s t r e m s  and lakes deposi ted i n  
remaining lowlands. These Lnclude some l i g n i t i c  coal n e a r  Salmon. _?! 

L a t e r  changes  i n  d r a i n a g e  have altrrcrd t h e  topography.  C l y d e  P.  Ross 
stlgacsts t h a t  though t h e  Salmon River now runs n o r t h  and then  w e s t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  mountains t o  t h e  S n a k e  on t h e  western boundary o f  Ldaho , i t  
has  not always done s o .  Changes rcsulA,n;: in its p r e s w t  route probably 
o c c u r r e d  l e s s  t h a n  one m i l l i o n  years ago and perimps much less  t h a n  t h i s .  
The modern Salmon River  travels a very round a b o u t  course  and Koss 
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  a t  one t ime some of t h e  v a l l e y s  around Salmon 
d r a i n e d  soutileast t o  j o in  the u p p e r  Snake 2 i v e r  i n s t e a d  of e n t e r i n g  the 
Snake near i t s  mouth as i t  now does.  A/ 

The northwest-draining strzams are all t r i b u t a r i e s  u f  t h e  Salmon; the  
s o u t h e a s t - d r a i n i n g  streams are considexed t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  Snake ,  j o i n i n g  
i t  underground a f t e r  d i s appea r ing  i n t o  lava s i n k s  o n  the  Snakc River 
P l a i n .  Ruppel  concludes  t h a t  t he  Salmon River  c o u l d  n o t  have e x i s t e d  
i n  i t s  present form u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  r e v e r s a l .  51 

Evidence sugges t ing  r e v e r s a l  of t he  Lemhi River i s  that placer d rpos  its 
of gold in streams t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  Lemhi River  near salmon have been 
found to ex tend  i n t o  the L e m h i  and 2 the  Lemhi r a t h e r  than extending 
down the Lemhi from the  t r i b u t a r y  as would normal ly  be expect&. 
Howard S i m s  r epo r t ed  t h i s  t o  be true on K i r t l e y  Creek .  He  fo l lowed the  
gold down t h e  creek and when he got t o  the Lemhi he s t a r t ed  down t h e  
r i v e r  and found there  w a s  no goLd. H e  couldn't explain t h i s  u n t i l  he 
s ta r ted  up the r iver  from t h e  creek mouth and found matching gold i n  
t h e  o l d  channel. going rlp the r i v e r  i n s t e a d  of down. &/ 

- . . . - - - - 

I / ~ o s s  and F o r r e s t e r ,  pp .  13-L5 - 

2 / ~ o s s  and F u r r e s t e r ,  p .  34 .  - 

Si~dwnrd I. Ruppel , " L a t e  Cenozoic Drainage Reversal, Eas t - C a t r a l  Idaho ,  - 
and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  p o s s i b l e  tTndiscoveretl Placer Deposits." Repr in ted  
from Ecoxzumic Geal-ogy, Val,. 6 2  ( f 9 6 7 ) ,  648-663 .  



This Forest i s  composed of h i g h  and very rugged mountains ,  
having no plains, p l a t e a u s ,  o r  d e s e r t s ,  and c o n t a i n i n g  b u t  
few va.L,leys. The mountains  a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  Eour d i s t i n c t  
ranges .  Two of them l i e  on  t h e  east  s i d e  of the  Salmon River 
and a r e  separated by  the Lemhi River  (tiit., Beaverhead Xountains 
i n  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  Range of t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  Div ide ,  and the  
Lemhi  Range. ) These two ranges  make u p  t he  h i g h e s t  and n o s t  
rugged part o f  t h i s  F o r e s t .  They a t t a i n  an e l e v a t i o n  r a n g i n g  
from 9000 t o  11000 Eeet ( l a t e r  s u r v e y s  reach Jl,35O f z e t )  , and 
have a gene ra l  t r e n d  from thc  nor theas t  t o  t h e  southwest .  The 
o the r  two ranges are on the w e s t  s i d e  of  the Salmon River and 
lie between i t  and t h e  : f idd le  Fork (Salmon River Mountains and 
t h e  Big Horn Crags .) They are s e p a r a t e d  by Big Creek (now 
P a n t h e r  Creek) which heads  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  boundary of t h e  
Forest and flows n o r  tfi i n t o  the  Salmon River. These two 
ranges are n o t  as rugged a s  the ones  on t h e  east s i d e  of  the 
Salmon R i v e r  and have broader  summits. The general  t r e n d  of 
t h e w  two r a n g e s  i s  n o r t h  and sou th  and t h e i r  average e l e v a t i o n  
i s  a b o u t  9000 fret. A/ 

Within  and a long t h e  boundaries of  the  Salmon Nat iona l  F o r e s t  l i e  two 
of t h e  deepest  canyons in the Uni ted  S t a t e s .  The Salmon River canyon 
between N o r t h  Fork and R i g g i n s ,  and the canyon o f  t h e  Yidd le  Fork 
0 5  t h e  Salmon are exceeded i n  d e p t h  on ly  by  t h e  Hells Canyon of t h e  
Snake. They are deeper than t h e  Grand Canyon of the Colorado which  
is t h e  f o u r t h  d e e p e s t  in t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  

W i l l i a m s  Lake i s  a w a t e r  f ea tu re  of  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  The l a r p s t  
l a k e  f o r  miles a round ,  i t  is h e l d  behind a h i g h  dam of l a n d s l i d e  d e b r i s .  
The l a k e  i s  over a mile long, o v e r  a ha l f -mi le  wida ,  and s e v e r a l  hundred 
feet deep.  The a n c i e n t  Landslide blocks the v a l l c y  t o  a he igh t  of 
480 t o  660 f e e t .  The l a k e  has no o u t l e t  e x c e p t  underground, t h e  water 
emerging a s  a b i g  s p r i n g  near t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  s l i d e .  X g i g a n t i c  
a m p h i t h e a t e r - l i k e  scar n o r t h  of  the  s l i d e  d e b r i s  marks t h e  source of the  
slide mater ia l ' .  ?/ 

The e n t i r e  Salmon Fores t  i s  within the d r a i n a g e  of the Salmon River 
except about  s i x  square miles i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  Lemhi Range s o u t h  o f  
Long Canyon. The streams in this small a r e a  s i n k ,  but  would be  con- 

l/George Brn tz ,  "Report f o r  Fo re s t  ~tlas," January  1 5 ,  1909, p p .  1-2 .  - 
2 / A l f  r e d  L. i\tllde rson,  Geology and Xinera l  Resources of  the Salmnn - 
Quadsang Le , Lemhi County, Idnlm , Idaho Bureau a f >lines and Geol.ugy, 
Pamphlet No. LO6 (Yoscow: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Idaho,  January ,  L956, p .  1 2 .  



s i d e r e d  as tributary t o  Birch Creek and t h e  Snake River .  The Salnarr 
River d u e s  n o t  head i n  t h e  Salmon National Fore s t  b u t  f lows adjacent  
to and t h r o u g h  it f o r  o v e r  one hundred miles. Some of tilt3 main streams 
i n  t h e  Sa lmun National Forest are Salmon River, Lemhi River ,  H i d d l c  
F ~ r k  of the Salmon, Panther Creek, tforse Creek and 3 o r t h  Fork of the 
Salmon. 'The two mair, v a l t e y s  i n  t h i s  reg ion  arts the Lemhi Valley and 
the Salmon River Valley.  They are n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  Forsst boundaries 
but tireir s u p p l y  streams have t h e i r  sources i n  t h e  F o r e s t .  These two 
valleys i r x c l  udc t h e  greater  p a r t  of  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  land and most oE 
the pupi l l a  t ion -in t h i s  



The Shoshone Ind i ans  c a n  b e  cansidered tlic t;inrly, o r  p r e h i s t o r - i c ,  
r e s i d e n t s  of  the upper  Salmon River, above t h e  Xiddle  Fork having 
occup ied  t h e  area f o r  t h e  p a s t  8000 years o r  more. S'noshoni I n d i a n s  
are  a p a r t  a f  the  Great Basin c u l t u r e s  found s o u t h  and e a s t  of tIte 
Salmon River. T h e  area of  t h e  Xounta in  Shoshoni,  o r  Sheepeaters , was 
bounded b y  t h e  P a y e t t e  River on the wcstr, Salmon River on t h e  n o r t h ,  
and Bear R i v e r  V a l l s y  and Bruneau R i v e r  on t h e  s o u t h ,  Pfuch of the 
G r e a t  Basin d r i e d  up d u r i n g  a climatic change a b o u t  7,000 y e a r s  ago 
and t h i s  changed t h e  .say of  l i f e  of the p e o p l e s  i n  t h e  "lower areas of 
t h e  Great Bas in .  'rhc a n c e s t o r s  of t h e  Northern Shoshoni ,  known a s  t h e  
B i t  t e r r o o  t C u l t u r e ,  w i t h d r w  into the i ~ i t ; h  mountain coun t ry  of t h e  
Salmon R i v e r ,  and r d t a i n e d  t h e i r  big garncl? h u n t i n g  way o E  l i f e .  T h e  
Western  S h o s h o n i  an3 Nor the rn  P a i u t e  developed a Desert C u l t u r e  because 
of t h e  changes i n  t h e i r  environment .  This  w a s  a marg ina l  way of l i f e  
dependent upon seed g a t h e r i n g  and hunting o f  small mammals. 1/ 

The Mountain Shoshoni,  o r  S h e e p e a t e r s ,  d i d  n o t  use  h o r s e s  u n t i l  l a t c ,  
and never  i n  g r e a t  numbers though o t h e r  Shoshoni a c q u i r e d  them ear ly .  
Some a u t h o r i t i e s  t h i n k  t h e  Shoshone werc among the f i r s t  I n d i a n s  to  
have  h o r s e s ,  p robab ly  t r a d i n g  f o r  ttrem w i t h  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  t h e  
Comanches around t h e  y e a r  1700. The h o r s e  gave t h e  Shoshone m o b i l i t y .  
P o t t e r y  and vegetable f i b e r  u t e n s i l s  and c l o t h i n g  were  r e p l a c e d  by  
bison (bu f f a lo )  hide, horn,  bone and s inew.  The m o b i l i t y  a f f o r d e d  by 
the horse also caused changes  i n  their p o l i t i c a l  t r i b a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The 
former l o o s e l y  k n i t  small groups  of f a m i l i e s  were combined a t  times 
of o r g a n i z e d  b i s o n  h u n t s  t o  g i v e  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  hun t  and pro tee t i -on  
from t h e i r  enemies .  Arc I r fz~o log ica l  research y i e l d s  ev idence  that b i s o n  
were  hunted th roughout  t h e  $000 y e a r s  of  Xndian occupancy of t h e  
Salmon River  area, whenever t hey  were a v a i l a b l e  From 3000 y e a r s  ago 
i n t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  bison were a v a i l a b l e  i n  l a r g e  and increas- 
i n g  numbers. 

The Shoshoni s h a r e d  t h e i r  Salmon River f i s h i n g  grounds  w i t h  t h e i r  
n e i g h b o r s .  Tlte F l a t h e a d s ,  of  the S a l i . s h  languagc g roup ,  came from the  
B i t t e r r o o t  V a l l e y  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and the Nez Perce, of t h e  Plateau Cultuxrz 
and S a h a p t i n  l anguage ,  came from the n o r t h  and w e s t .  2/ The Nez Perce 
and F l a t h e a d s  o f t e n  came t o  t h e  Salmon River f o r  f i s h i n g  and t r a d e  w i t h  
the  Shoshoni. Poprilar meeting p l a c e s  were t h e  f i s h i n g  grounds a t  t h e  
j u n c t i o n  of t h e  Lamki and Salmon, and t h e  j u n c t i o n  of t h e  North Fork  
and Salmon River .  Groups from these tribes sometimes united f o r  the 
t r i p  east of the  C o n t i n e n t a l  Div ide t o  hunt b u f  Ealo. The combined 

l / E a r L  I i .  Swanson, J T . ,  "Idaho Yesteryears," I d a h o  Y e s t e r d a y s ,  - 
Volume 9 ,  No. 1 ( S p r i n g ,  1965) , 1 7 - 2 4 ,  

2 /  Sven S .  L i l j e b  l a d ,  " Ind ian  Peoples  i n  Idnho" (?oca t c l l u  : Tdshu - 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  Musetm, ~ u ~ p u h l i s h e d  manuscript, l9.57),  p .  20. 



s t rc r rg th  made a b e t  t e r  h u n t  and gave more protection a $ p i . n u t  the 
BLackf e e t  and o t h e r  Plains groups  wlto cons i d e r c 4  the i r  t c r r  i t a r y  
invaded b y  Shoshoni, 3ez Percle o r  Flathead Erom the west. 

Through al.L t h i s  pe r i od  of change t h e  Wun t a i n  Shoshoni (Sheepeaters) 
remained i n  t h e i r  mountain f a s t n e s s ,  h u n t i n g  b i g  game on f o o t .  T h e i r  
die! iacludtld a Long list o f  r o o t s ,  seeds and b e r r i e s .  They 'Lived i n  
some of  t h e  best f i s t z ing  areas of Idaho and it was t h e i r  habit t o  
c o n s t r u c t  w e i r s  and dams t o  c a t c h  the  salmnon. They were t h e  most 
skiX12d h u n t e r s  on f oc) t OE a l l  f claim Ind i ans ,  us ing  excel. 1.m t bows of 
Laminated Ilorn of t h e  b i g h o r n  mountain s h e e p ,  l i g h t  snowshoes i n  wtnter , 
and dogs t r a i n e d  f u r  t he  chase. &/ 

The S h e e p e a t e r s  have been t h o u g h t  t o  be b o t h  i s o l a t e d  and d c ~ t i  tu tx  
b u t  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t hey  c a r r i e d  on some trade w i t h  o t h e r  Indians. 
T h e i r  h i g h l y  p e r f e c t e d  laminated sheep horn bows were a coveted t r a d e  
i t em.  Those S h e e p e a t e r s  who r e c e i v e d  h o r s e s  i n  trade moved t o  the  
L e m h i  V a l l c y  and j o  ined t h e  b i s o n  hun t ing  Shoshon i .  Unchallenged b y  
o t h e r  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  S h e e p e a t e r  homeland i n c l u d e d  much o f  the  area now 
found i n  t h e  Paye t t e  , Salmon, Boise ,  C h a l l i s ,  Sawtou t h  and Beaverhead 
Nat iona l  F o r e s t s .  2-1 The  g r e a t e s t  d e n s i t y  of Sheepea te r  o r  ?fountain 
Shoshoni was i n  t h e  Salmon River bfountains and t he  XviddLe Fo rk  area .  
People  who have t raveled  i n  t h e  Middle Fork a r e a  have seen evidence 
of I n d i a n s  of  t h e  p a s t ,  f i n d i n g  t i p i  r i n g s ,  I n d i a n  w r i t i n g s  and 
ceremonial  r i n g s .  3-1 

Whsn L e w i s  and Clark came through i n  1805, they  found ahout  400 
Shoshone l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Lemhi  Val ley.  About 1 O Q  were w a r r i o r s ,  the  
r e s t  women and c l - i i ldren.  L e w i s  descr-ibed t h e  Shoshoni  as dwel l ing  i n  
security wes t  of the C o n t i n e n t a l  Divide, v e n t u r i n g  eas tward  af ter  
b u f f a l o ,  some times i n  company w i t h  the F l a t h e a d s ,  b u t  r e t r e a t i n g  t o  t h e  
mountain f a s t n e s s  as soon  as they  had o b t a i n e d  meat ,  because  of t h e i r  
fear of  t he  I n d i a n s  of t h e  p l a i n s .  L e w i s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  Shoshoni  as 
n o t  o n l y  c h e e r f u l ,  b u r  even gay; t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  more i n t e r e s t i n g  than 
t h a t  of any I n d i a n s  he had s e a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  much of  t h e  d i g n i t y  of 
mis for tune .  Lewis found  t h e  Shoshoni f r a n k  imd c o m u z t i c a t i v e ,  and 
fair i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s ,  The Shoshoni shared  th~ir small possessions 
and scant  food ,  but abstained Erom begging.  

These Shoshoni i n  1805 had around 700 horses ,  i n c l u d i n g  abou t  40 
colts and 20 mules .  Some o f  the mules had S p a n i s h  brands, and L e w i s  
observed s t i r r u p s  , a b r i d l e - b i t  and other  a r t i c l e s  of Spanish horse- 
gear. The Shoshoni stated they could  reach the Spanish s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  



tm days k y  way of t h e  Yel lowstone  River, but complained t he  Spaniards 
refused t o  l e t  them have Eire-arms. This  l e f t  them a t  tire mercy of t h e  
Ind ians  on t h e  p l a i n s  who had guns and used them t o  ge t  Shoshoni horses. 
The Lemhi S h o s h o n i  of 1805 fought  o n  horseback, possessed a few hard 
guns b u t  more c o m n l y  used the bow and a r r o w ,  s h i e l d ,  l ance  and pog- 
gamoggon, a n  i n s t rumen t  w i t h  a leather-covered wooden handle and a 
t h o n g  a t  one end t i e d  t o  a two-pound round stone covered w i t h  l e a t h e r .  
Shoshoni bows were  of cedar o r  p i n e ,  w i th  s i n e w s  glued on the o u t e r  
s i d e .  Another type o f  bow was made of a s i n g l e  p iece  of elkhorn, but  
t h e  most p r i z e d  w e r e  bows made of laminated pieces o f  horn  of t h e  
bighorn sheep. The armed and mounted Shoshoni was a f o r m i d a b l e  enemy 
even w i t h  h i s  f e e b l e  weapons. 

TIE j o t ~ r n a l s  o f  v a r i o u s  t r a p p e r s  s u c h  a s  John Work, W.A. F e r r i s ,  
Robert  Newe.11, Cap ta in  Bonneville and o t h e r s  record t h a t  the Lemhi and 
Salmon River v a l l e y s  were f a v o r i t e  camping s p o t s  f o r  bands of F la theads  
and Nez Perce i n  t he  1830 ' s  and 1 8 4 0 ' s .  Some of these  bands spent 
winters i n  t h i s  coun t ry .  

I n  I877 Chief Jo seph ' s  Nez Perce band w e  through the Lemhi Val ley on 
t h e i r  famous r e t r e a t  toward Canada. The peop le  of Salmon and t h e  
Lemhl Val ley  had word of the Nez Perce f l i g h t ,  and knowing t h a t  the 
Nez Perce were familiar wi th  t h e  count ry  around Salmon, a n t i c i p a t e d  
that Joseph might come t h a t  way. A company o f  men w a s  organized f o r  
defense ,  and s tockades  were built i n  Salmon and J u n c t i o n .  There w e r e  
few guns i n  Salmon, and very little ammunition. A reques t  was made t o  
t h e  Governor f o r  arms and ammunition. About the time word was received 
that  t h e  Nez Perce had come over Lolo t r a i l  and were moving up t he  
B i t t e r r o o t  Valley, Nez Perce s i g n a l  f i r e s  were seen on the h i l l s  around 
Salmon. The s i g n a l s  were r epea t ed  f o r  s e v e r a l  days .  One s ignal  spo t  
was on the cemetery h i l l ,  ano ther  was a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  up the Leesburg 
hill, and a third was n e a r  the pre sen t  city dump. 1/ 

Joseph sent messengers t o  ask  he lp  from the I nd i ans  under Chief Tendoy, 
against t h e  s o l d i e r s  and whi tes .  The Nez Perce and the Lemhis had 
been f r i e n d s .  Tendoy held a council and t h e  decision was to give no 
he lp  t o  t he  Nez Perce  because of the f r i e n d s h i p  of t he  Lemhi Indians 
f o r  t h e  w h i t e  people  of Lemhi Valley. 

Following t h e  Battle of the Big Hole, August 9-10, 1877, t h e  Xez Perce 
t r ave l ed  s o u t h ,  but d i d  no t  come t o  Salmon. Xnstead, they crossed t he  
Divide f a r t h e r  sou th ,  passed near  Junc t i on ,  and camped i n  a canyon that 
has  since been called Nez P e r c e  Canyon. O r l o  Johnson, former  Leadore 
District Ranger, found i n  1965 what i s  be l ieved  t o  be Chief ~ o s e p h ' s  
campsi te ,  with i n d i c a t i o n s  of r i f l e  p i t s  and a breastworks f o r t i f i c a t i o n .  
The p i t s  cover a th ree-acre  area. 

L/George Elmo Shoup,  His tory  o f  L m h i  County (Boise,  Idaho: Idaho Sta te  - 
Library, 1969), p. 2 1 .  



Chief Joseph and t h e  Nez ?erce c o n t i n u e d  south, over Gilmore s u m i t .  
O n  Birch Creek t h e y  came upon f r e i ~ h t  wagons bound f o r  Sa laon .  The 
Indians took over  the u u t f i t s  and some o f  L h e m  g o t  drunk on whiskey 
found i n  the cargo. A s k i r m i s h  Eollowcd and f i v e  men were killed. ' h o  
Chi~zarnen ha3 escaped throtrgh t h e  b r u s h  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  and headed f o r  
Juztctii>n. The hor se  h e r d e r ,  A 1  Lyons,  escaped toward Eagle liaclc ( I d a h o  
PaLLsf and was Later found by some r i d e r s .  The freighters killed were 
i,Ubert Grecn, loaded with merct1andis6 f o r  George L .  Shoup and Compm~y,  
Dan Coombs and James Hayden, loaded for Fred P h i l l i p s  and Dave % m c i  of 
Lee5btrrg and Salmon C i t y ,  and a s t ranger .  . tnot i~er  stranger w a s  found 
dead a b o u t  a mile away. X r s .  Xora V l ~ i h i t w e l l ,  now I i v i n 5  i n  Salmon (1971) 
was a c h i l d  o f  seven when t h e  Xez Perce came i n t o  Lern'ni !alley, and can  
remember t h e  s tockade b u i l t  a t  t h a t  t ine .  

Nez Perce Indians rcturned to the Salmon Forest i n  Later years a f t e r  
Chief  J o s e p h ' s  r e t r e a t  of  1577.  In August, 1887, an item in the l o c a l  
paper  noted that  about SO Nez Percg Ind i ans  had been in town, cornin& 
to srLl horses. 3 The i r  "annual v i s i t "  was the occas ion  f o r  a cele- 
bra tion around 1898. Governor Sf-~oup and X. >I.  .NcSherson en tt3rta ined 
t h e  Xez Perce and ~endoy's Lemhls  in Feinsteur's f i e l d ,  near where the  
St. C h a r l e s  C a t h o l i c  C t - l u r c h  i s  now. Shoup and McPherson had, a pit dug 
and r o a s t e d  a beef f o r  the Ind i ans*  The I n d i a n s  conducted a sham b a t t l e  
between the Xcz P e r c c  and the Lemhis, a n  h o r s e b a c k .  F r e d  Chase remembers 
t h i s  occas ion ,  a l o n g  with the f a c t  that i n  the same f i e l d  there was a 
camp organ iz ing  men t o  go t o  t h e  Spanish-American War. A/ 

The Bannock I n d i a n s  under Chief Buf fa lo  Horn were a t  war a g a i n s t  t h e  
w h i t e s  d u r i n g  the s u m c r  of 1878. This w a s  a n o t h e r  r e s t l e s s  s m e r  
Eor the  s e t t l e r s  o f  Salmon and t h e  Lemhi V a l l e y  because there werz some 
Bannock among ~ e n d o y ' . ~  L e m h i  Indians .  Tendoy's band remained loyal to 
t he  s e t t l e r s  and the warring Rarinocks d i d  n o t  en te r  the Lemhi V a l l e y .  
However, several Salmon area r e s i d e n t s  were beseiged by  Bannock w a r r i o r s  
who surrounded t h e i r  f r e i g h t  outfit nor th  of X'lackay, and Jesse McCa'leb 
of Salmon w a s  k i l l e d .  Joe Ske l ton ,  Henry S k e l t a n ,  Joe Currier, Joe Bush, 
Daniel D .  Wade, and George Dinsmore were f r e i g h t i n g  toward Challis. A . 
group o f  men came o u t  Erom C h a l l i s  to warn them tha t  t h e  Bannock fnd i ans  
were i n  the vicinity. Among those who cams owt t o  warn and guard t h e  
f r e i g h t e r s  w e r e  Jesse McCaleb, Dave Wood, B F l l i i !  T r e l o r  , Joe Rainey 
and Ed H a r r i n g t o n .  'The h d i a n s  k e p t  t he  p.arty surrounded Erom August LO 
to August J.4. Jrssr McCa.Leb was killed August 11. The rest of  the p a r t y  
reached C h a l l i s  August 1 7 .  41 

2 /  The Idaho !&corder, Salmon, Idaho, August 2 7 ,  1557. - 
3/'fnterv-iew w i t h  Fred Chase, Boise, Lfaho, June 1, 1970  - 

4/I)aniel D . Unde, "Jesse XcCaleb and Bannock Ind ians , "  Lemhi  Couney - 
Muscunl, Sal-man, Idaho. F irs  t pub l i s h e d  in the  .tree, Adve r t i s e r .  



J. W. Snookfs f r e i g h t  o u t f i t  was a l s o  a t t a c k e d  about this time by 
Bannock Indians ,  a t  the Birch  Creek springs. Snook and h i s  teamster 
escaped, and l a t e r  wi th  h e l p  r e c o v e r e d  t he  wagons and some crtrgo. i/ 

Bannock War Chief Buffa lo  Horn had been k i l l e d  earLier in the summer of 
1878  and Captain  Reuben 6. Bernard had e f f e c t i v e l y  defea ted  the  Bannock 
as t h e y  pushcd westward i n t o  Oregon. The b a t t l e  on Lost River and the 
a t t ack  on Snook appa ren t ly  were isolated i n c i d e n t s  provoked by d i s -  
g runt led  Bannock f l e e i n g  from t h e  t r oops  as Amy u n i t s  hunted f u r  s t r a y  
Bannock bands across sou the rn  Idaho and i n t o  Montana and Wyoming. 

The mountain w i lde rnes s  o f  central Idaho where the Sheepeater  Intitans 
l i v e d  had not o f t e n  been p e n e t r a t e d  except  f o r  the Leesburg and Loon 
Creek miner s ,  and a f e w  border land  ranchers, u n t i l  the  time of  the 
Bannock War i n  1878. F l ee ing  Bannock are  thought t o  have jo ined  t5r 
Sheepraters,  and t h e  Bannock may have been respons ib le  f o r  a t t a c k s  
a g a i n s t  w h i t e s  and Chinese which  were blamed on t he  Sheepeaters .  

F o u r  w h i t e  men were k i l l e d  i n  Long V a l l e y  near Cascade i n  the summer of 
1 8 7 8 ,  and Chinese were k i l l e d  at Oro Grande on Loan Creek i n  Februa ry ,  
1879. S e t t l e r s  nea r  i4arren were a t t a c k e d  i n  t he  summer of 3.879. 
Xuch o f  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  the Sheepea te rs  i n  1879 was c a r r i e d  on i n  what  
i s  now t he  Idaho P r i m i t i v e  Area. The c o u n t r y  was Largely unexplored, 
unmapped, and e x t r e m e l y  rough. A p o r t i o n  o f  the Middle  Fork below 
Big Creek was l abe led  by the s o l d i e r s ,  "Impassable canyon ." The 
campaign touched t h e  Salmon Nat iona l  Forest  on Papoose Creek west o f  
t h e  Niddle Fork, along the Middle Fork sou th  of Big Creek, and at  
Xeyexs Cove. 

L t .  H .  Cat ley and a company of t he  2nd I n f a n t r y  started from Camp Howard, 
near  Grangevi l fe .  Captain Reuben Bernard proceeded from Boise with 
a company o f  1st Cavalry, and Lt. E .  S .  Farrow and L t ,  W. C .  Brown were 
sent Erom Umati l la  Indian Agency i n  Oregan with scouts. All these  
commands ware h u n t h g  t h e  Ind ians ,  and no command was i n  c o m n i c a t i ~ n  
w i t h  any  of t h e  o t h e r s .  They forced  t h e i r  way through the wild country 
slowly and c a u t i o u s l y ,  l i k e  h u n t e r s  i n  search of game. 

Bernard scouted t h e  count ry  no r theas t  as f a r  as Xeyers Cove o n  Camas 
Creek ,  along t he  Siddle Fork of t he  Salmon River ,  and t h e  Loon Creek 
cduntry, John S. Ramey of  t h e  Salmon a r e a  w a s  a s c o u t  f o r  Berna rd .  
Another s c o u t  w e l l  known i n  t he  Salmon area was Uncle Dave L e w i s  
("~ougar ~ave") . 
The Indians had wounded two of Catleyfs men along Big Creek, and l a t e r  
kept C a t l e y ' s  t r oops  on a h i l l  f o r  1 4  hours  without water. The place 
came t o  b e  known as  Vinegar Hill Erom t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  t h e  t roops  d rank  
v inegar  from their supplies t o  quench their t h i r s t .  

L/"From Salmon C i t y ,  The I nd i an  S i t u a t i o n  i n  the  Salmon River Cotintry," - 
The New North-West, Deer Lodge, Montana, September 6 ,  1978.  
From E.H.J., Salmon C i t y ,  T.T., August  2 4 ,  1878 



About l u q u s t  11, t h e  various m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  joined f o r c e s  and discended 
Big Creek. 'Traveling w a s  d i f f i c u l t  and the  military Lost many horses 
on the precipitous t r a i l s .  An I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  was des t royed  at S o l d i e r  
aar . i n  n s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  t h e r e  by  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  on August 2 0 ,  Private 
Harry Eagnn w a s  woundzd i n  tile t h i g h s ,  d i e d  d u r i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  t o  
amputa te ,  and was b u r i e d  o n  t h e  s p o t .  A monument was l a t a r  e r e c t e d  t o  
~narii h i s  g r a v e  and t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  engagement. S o l d i r r  Bar i s  i n  t h e  
Biz Creek d r a i n a g e  west of t h e  Salmon F o r e s t .  

By t h i s  time t h e  s o l d i e r s f  r a t i o n s  werr r u n n i n g  low and many horses  and 
rnu1.e~ w e r r  exhaus ted  and had t o  be s h o t .  Bernard and Ca t l ey  and t h e i r  
men r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  bases. Fa r row and h i s  s c o u t s  con t inued ,  su s t a ined  
by food discovered i n  I n d i a n  food caches. On September 1 7 ,  Farrow's 
men c a p t u r e d  two squaws, a papoose and a small boy n e a r  w h a t  i s  now 
c a l k d  Papoose Creek (Xiddle Fork d r a i n a g e )  . An o Lder Ind ian  boy escaped. 
The squaw w i t h  t h e  p ~ p o o s e  he lped  a r r a n g e  a p a r l e y  and subsequent  s u r -  
r e n d d r  o f  jl I n d i a n s ,  mos t ly  S h e r p e s t e r s ,  by Dctobrr I .  The i r  arms 
c o n s i s t e d  of eight guns:  t w o  Henry carbines; one S h a r p ' s  ca rb ine ;  one 
S p r i n g f  if ld carbine ,  c a l i b r e  .45 ; one S p r i n g f  i r l d  breech-loading rifle?, 
c a l i b r e  .50; two muzzle-Loading r iflrs , and one d o u b l e - b a r r e l l z d  s h o t  gun. 
The p r i s o n e r s  were t a k e n  t o  Vancouver b a r r a c k s ,  and t h e  fo l lowing  year 
werr s e n t  t o  t h c  F o r t  Hall ,  Idaho, R e s e r v a t i o n .  L/ O t h e r  Sheepea te r s  
e l u d e d  the  Army, and a f e w  f ami l i e s  con t inued  to  Live the i r  a n c i e n t  way 
of l i f e  i n  t h e  mounta in  f a s t n e s s  f o r  a f ew  more y e a r s .  

'Che Lemili Indian R e s e r v a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of app rox i a rn t e ly  160  square m i l e s ,  
o r  r o u g h l y  the width of t h e  Lemhi River V a l l e y  ( r i d g e  t o  r i d g e )  from 
j u s t  below the  p r e s e n t  Tendoy pos t  o f f i c e  s o u t h  up t h e  Lrrnhi River t o  a 
l i n e  n e a r  the Lemhi post  o f f i c e .  The R e s e r v a t i o n ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1875 
f o r  Tendoy's  mixed band of about  700 Shoshoni, Sheepeater  and Bannock, 
proved imprac t ica l .  The Government t r i a d  t o  c l o s e  t h e  Rese rva t ion  and 
move t h e  Indians t o  F o r t  Hall. 

I n  1880, Tendoy of t h e  Lemhis, Gibson Jack and C a p t a i n  Jim of  the For t  
Hall Shoshoni, and 'Cyhee of the Bannock were sen t  t o  Wash.ington. Tendoy's 
d e l e g a t i o n  inc luded  Grouse P e t e ,  J a c k  Tmdoy,  and Tsidmit. On b y  1 4 ,  1890 ,  
these I n d i a n s  signed a t r e a t y  i n  Washington which provided among o t h e r  
t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  removal of t h e  L r m h i s  t o  F o r t  Hall. However, "Tmduyts 
h d i a n s "  r e f u s e d  t o  move. The Indian Commissioner, t h e r e f o r e ,  recom- 
mended t o  Congress t h a t  t h e  p o r t i o n  having t o  do w i t h  the Lrmhis  b e  
d e l e t e d  f r o m  the treaty. This caused them to f o r f e i t  any b e n e f i t s  which 
they might have received. Thir ty- two Lemhis v o l u n t a r i l y  moved t o  F o r t  



th11 t w o  y e a r s  l a te r ,  b u t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  s p e c i f i 5 d  i n  t h e   treat;^^ s t i l l  
werz no t fo r  t tuxminu,. &/ 

George E .  Shoup d e s c r i b e d  what w a s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  l a s t  hunt ing t r i p  of 
t h e  Lemhis as a band.  I n  t h e  f a l l .  of 1905 , when X r  . Shoup was 
l i v i n g  a t  t he  home r a n c h  on t h e  Salmon River n e a r  the S h u p  b r i d g e  
a few miles south of  Salmon, Tendoy and his peop le  came through and 
s topped a t  t h e  ranch. Xany of t he  horses  were p t i l l i ng  t r a v o i s  made 
of teepee poles .  Lashed to t h e  p o l e s  were bundles of baggage and ,  in 
some instances, a papoose. The squaws r o d e  t h e  t ravois horses .  The 
wbole band went i n t o  t h e  mountrains fu l . l swi . rzg  a n  o l d  t r a i l  i n t o  t h e  
Niddle Fork c o u n t r y .  Xany days  La te r  t h e y  r e t u r n e d ,  w i t h  pack horses  
ladcn wit11 m5at and skins. Later, M r .  Sboup r s a l i z e d  t h a t  he had 
probably wi tnessed  t h e  e n d i n g  of CIiizf T rndoy '  s l a s t  organized hrmt  , 
and t h e  Lest organized hun t  of t h e  L e m h i  t r i b a l  I n d i a n s .  21 

On J a n u a r y  2 ,  1906, t h e  Lemhi Ind ians  s i g n e d  t h e  treaty f o r  removal 
t o  F o r t  Wall, and i n  A p r i l  of 1907,  474  Lemhi I n d i a n s  mvcd t o  t h e  
F o r t  Ha l l  R e s e r v a t i o n .  Tendoy, who became c h i e f  a f t e r  Chief Snagg was 
k i l l e d  i n  1863, had been t h e i r  c h i e f  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  Lemhi i b s e r v a t i o n  
p e r i o d ,  1875-1907. R e  d i d  not move t o  F o r t  Hall, but e l e c t e d  to s t a y  
by the  Lrmhi River .  He died i n  Xay of 1907.  ' he r  100 people from 
Salmon a t  tended t h e  funeral a t  the Indian burying ground on a  bench 
near  t h e  p r e s e n t  town of Tendoy. His body was p laced  i n  a s i t t i n g  
position i n  a wickiup s e t  in place f o r  the occas ion .  He was clad i n  
o f f i c i a l  ga rb ,  with war-bonnet and beads,  and h i s  r i g h t  hand h e l d  an 
e a g l e  wing. A medicine man from Ross Fork spoke f o r  the I n d i a n s .  
Rev. Bonncr of Salman also spoke, through an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t o  the 
I n d i a n s .  Later a monument of n a t i v e  sandstone was e r e c t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  i n s c r i p t i o n :  

Chief Tendoy 
Died Xay 1 0 ,  l W 7 ,  aged 73 y e a r s  

Erec ted  b y  his ltnzite Fr iends  

There are  several families of  ' Indians  p r e s e n t l y  l i v i n g  i n  Salmon, most 
oE them d ~ s c e n d a n t s  of the t a n h i s .  For many years t h e y  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  
i n  one area a t  t he  s o u t h  edge o f  town a long  Highway 93.  The a rea  w a s  
called the Ind ian  Village. I n  t h e  1940's t h e i r  homes cons i s ted  mainly of 
wooden platfarms and frames with t e n t  c o v e r i n g s .  Their  homes have been 
improved o r  new ones b u i l t ,  and some f a m i l i e s  l i v e  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  

?/George E . Shoup , "Incidents  concern ing  Chief 'Pmdoy and History of - 
Lemhi rnd Tribe as  t o l d  a t  Dedicnt  ion o f  Sac.-i.jawen ~ a r k e r  ," 'the 
Recorder-Rerald,  SaS-mon, Idaho, August 5 ,  113'36. 



Salmon, The t r i b a l  backgrounds have become mixed t 1zrut~:;ir in te rmar r i.ag;;t; . 
Their Irandmade moccasins and gloves are h i g h l y  so t rght  a£ ter  . There are 
p r e s e n t l y  18 local. Ind ian  s tuden t s  in the Salmon p u b l i c  schools .  

I n  1971,  a group of Lamhi t r iba l .  decendants ac F o r t  H a l l  urged t h e  
I n d i a i ~  Cla.ims Cummissinn to award the Leznhi t r i b a l  descenclr;in ts 4.5  
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  5,002,000 acres o f  land t h e y  say was taken by tlzc 
Federal Government in 1875. Lawyers f o r  the t r iba l  descendants and 
f o r  t he  J u s t i c e  Department have r epo r t ed  agreement on t h e  proposed 
payment f o r  Lemhi tribal.  Lands which  l a y  west: of the Bitterroot 
>fountains  in the Salxon Kivcr  area, w e s t  of the >f idd le  Fork o f  t h e  
Salmon River and s o u t h  t o  tire Sawtooth Motm t a i n s  , Big Lost River, and 
B i r c h  Creek. L/ 

1 / " $ 4 . 5  ? f i l l i o n  f o r  Land Asked by  Lrmhi h d i n n s  ," She Idaho - 
Statesman. Boise, Idaho, ?larch 4, 1971 ,  p. 1-A. 



The a r e a  of  t h e  Salmon N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  p l a y e d  a c r i t i c a l  part in the  
e x p e d i t i o n  o f  Lewis and Clark (1804-1506). On August 1 2 ,  l8O5, 
! k r i w e t h e r  L e w i s  and t h r e e  companions reached  t h e  summit of t h e  
C o n t i n e n t a l  Div ide  a t  Lemhi Pass and s t e p p e d  i n t o  wha t  i s  now t h e  s t a t e  
o f  Zdafrs and the Salmon N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t .  They were the  first: whi te  
men known to e a t e r  fdaho. They could set; h i g h  mountains,  p a r t i a l l y  
covered wtth snow, s t i l l  t o  t h e  west of  them. TIE r i d g e  on which they 
s t o o d  forms t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  between wa te r s  of t h e  A t l a n t i c  and t h e  
P a c i f i c  oceans .  Ahead would b e  t h e  westward f lowing w a t e r s  t h e y  had 
t r a v e l e d  s o  f a r  t o  discover. TIrree q u a r t e r s  of a m i l 2  CJu~in the mountain 
t h e y  found  a handsome, b o l d  creek of c l e a r ,  c o l d  wak r  runn ing  westward. 
Th i s  w a s  Horseshoe Bend Creek which  r u n s  i n t o  ,4gt.nc.y Creek,  a t r i b u t a r y  
of  t h e  Lemhi River.  

A s  he  c r o s s e d  t h e  srimnit ,  Lewis Lef t  U.S. t e r r i t o r y .  By t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
in t h e  L o u i s i a n a  Purchase,  the  C o n t i n e n t a l  IIivi.de s e p a r a t e d  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n s  
of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  from t h e  unclaimed t c r r i i o r y  t o  t h e  w e s t .  On t h a t  
day,  August 12, 1805, C a p t a i n  Eleriwether Lewis ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  government,  e n t e r e d  i n t o  new count ry  and t h e r e b y  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b y  r i g h t  of e x p l o r a t i o n ,  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  c l a i m  t h a t  the 
Uni ted  S t a t e s  had t o  t h e  p a c i f i c  northwest. That even ing ,  camped on 
t h e  w e s t e r n  s l o p e  o f  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  D i v i d e ,  L e w i s  wrote i n  h i s  j o u r n a l ;  
he was r e c o r d i n g  the f i r s t  h i s t o r y  w r i t t e n  i n  t he  s t a t e  of Idaho. 

In  the  Lemhi River v a l l e y  f o r  t h r e e  weeks d u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  of August, 1805, 
t he  f a t e  of  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  hung i n  t h e  b a l a n c e ,  depending e n t i r e l y  upon 
t h e  a b i l i t y  of Lewis and Clark to deal with  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  the mood of 
t h e  I n d i a n s ,  and t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to p a r t  w i t h  h o r s e s  which L e w i s  and 
C l a r k  d e s p e r a t e l y  needed i f  t h e y  were to  c o n t i n u e  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  

L e w i s  had seen one  I n d i a n  on  t h e  Xot~ tana  s i d e  b e f o r e  c ross ing  Lemhi Pass. 
L a t e r  Lewis and h i s  companions found a broad I n d i a n  road which l e d  them 
through the h i l l s  t o  t h e  Lemhi Pass. On t h e  Idaha  s i d e  t h e y  fol lowed 
the  I n d i a n  r o a d ,  camped by i t ,  and t h e  n e x t  day found Shoshoni I n d i a n s  
who took them t o  t h e i r  c h i e f ,  Cameahwait. The Chief i n v i t e d  them t o  
the Shoshoni  v i l l a g e  on t h e  banks of t h e  L e m h i  R ive r  abou t  4 m i l e s  south- 
east of p r e s e n t  Baker, Idaho.  The Indians were f r i e n d l y  and h o s p i t a b l e .  
They had l i t t l e  f o o d ;  s e r v i c e b e r r y  and chokecherry  cakes d r i e d  i n  t h e  
sun, some salmon and a l i t t l e  a n t e l o p e  meat .  This  was t he  f i r s t  salmon 
L e v i s  had seen and gave ev idence  t h a t  t h e y  were on P a c i f i c  w a t e r s .  The 
Shoshoni t r i b e  had been a t t a c k e d  that s p r i n g  by t h e  Pahkees (Minnetarees)  
who d e f e a t e d  them, k i l l i n g  o r  taking p r i s o n e r  20 w a r r i o r s .  The Shoshoni 
had l o s t  t h e i r  e n t i r e  camp e x c e p t  f o r  one "leathern lodge",  and were 
living i n  conical  huts  of wi l low brush .  There  werz abou t  400 Shoshoni 



: I  t h e  . / 'Shry had about  700  h o r s e s  g/ and l ~ u n t c d  mosel:, w i t h  
bow and a r row,  having o n l y  a vtir:; ECW o l d  grins. 

L e w i s  a sked  Cameahwait t o  send men w i t 1 1  h o r s e s  back over  tire d i v i d e  
w i t h  him t o  brin: t h e  rest o'f t h e  p a r t y  and  t h e  baggage .  Cameahwait 
agreed r e l u c t a n t l y ,  s ince  many of t h e  I n d i a n s  thought Lewis was i n  
l e a g u e  with t h e i r  enemies ,  t h e  Pahkrrs. Finally most of the v i l l a g e  
headed f u r  k lontma t o  meet Captain  Clark and b r i n g  the Den and baggage 
aver t h e  d i v i d e .  

k%en C l a r k ' s  p a r t y  a r r i v e d  on August 1 6 ,  Charbonnoilu's w i f r  , S a c a j w ~ w ,  
recognized Chid: Cameahwait as h e r  b r o t h e r .  She had be&n s e p a r a t e d  

% 

Er t l rn  t!w Siroshuni some y e a r s  before when t h e  t r i b e  had come over t o  
>fvl,nt;lna on a hunt ing  foray. The %nnetari.cs had a t  tacked and tsken 
Sncajnwea as one o f  t h e  prisoners, l a t e r  t r a d e d  h e r  t o  the Zinndans from 
whom Charbonneau had purchased h e r  f o r  h i s  w i f e .  

Comeahwait agreed t o  go g e t  more horses f rom t he i r  v i l l a se  i n  Idaho and 
on Augus t  1 9  t h e  I n d i a n s  set  about  moving the e x p e d i t i o n  over  t h e  
Continental Divide t o  t h e i r  home on the  Lemhi River .  They camped t h a t  
n i g h t  on a small. s t r e am a b o u t  5 miles n o r t h e a s t  of Tendoy. On August 20 
they  r e a c h e d  t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  wh ich  had been moved upstream 2 or 3 
miles s i n c e  L e w i s '  v i s i t .  Here Clark confer red  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  r e g a r d -  
i n g  p o s s i b l e  r o u t e s  over the mauntains. 

A band o f  Indians who l i v e d  t o  t h e  southwest and who happened t o  be i n  
t h e  camp d e s c r i b e d  the count ry  i n  t h a t  direction, compr i s ing  t h e  Snake . 
R i v e r u p l a i n ,  i n  terms s c a r s e l y  less gruesome than  those in which 
Caineabijnit  had r e p r e s e n t e d  t b r . c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  west. He s a i d  t h a t  i n  
o r d e r  to reach this count ry  the Eirst 7 days of travel would be over 
steep rocky. mountains w h e r e  there were no game o r  roo t s  f o r  subs i s t ance  

' and  which were occupied by a f ierce warl ike people. Cla rk  asked 
Cameahwait by w i m  t r o u  tr t h e  "pierced-nose" Ind ians  who l i v e d  west of 
t he  mountains crossed over  t o  t h e  X i s s o u r i .  He w a s  t o l d  that the "road" 
w h i c h  w a s  toward t h e  n o r t h  was a ve ry  bad one. T h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  passage 
he had b a r n  t o l d ,  t he  I o d i a n s  s u f f e r e d  excess ive ly  from hunger b r i n g  
o b l i g e d  t o  s u b s i s t  f o r  many days  on b e r r i e s  a lone  there being no game 
in t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  mountains which were broken and rocky and so  t h i c k l y  
covered  with t i m b e r  t h a t  t hey '  c o u l d  scarcely pass. In s p i t e  of this 

d e s c r i p t i o n  C la rk  concluded t h a t  of all of t h e  passages by Land t h i s  one 
seemed the most practical and that if t h e  Indians c o u l d  make t h e  passage 

l / B e r n a r d  DeVoto (ed.) , The Journals of Lewis and Clark (Boston: Houghton - 
M i E f l i n  Company, The R i v e r s i d e  Press Cambridge, 1953) p. 207. 

l / E l l i o t t  C o u r ~  ( e d . )  , H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Expedi t ion under the  Command of - 
L e w i s  and C l ; t r k  (New York: Uover Publicat i ons ,  ?nc . , 1%;) , I T ,  538. 



with their wamen and ckitdren no d i f f i c u l t i s s  which t h e y  could encounter 
would b e  f o r r n i d ~ t b l e  t o  the exped i t i on .  (It h a s  never been expla ined  
satisfactorily why the Shoshone I nd i ans  d i d  no t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  the ex- 
pedi t ion  trave.1 t o  the Nez Perce count ry  b y  way o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  Nez Perce 
t r a i l ,  a r o u t e  which, would have shortened the journey cons iderab ly) .  

Before making a final recommendation t h a t  the txcpeditfon proceed by land, 
Clark decided t o  d e t e r m i n e  f o r  h i m s e l f  whether  o r  no t  i t  would b e  f e a s i b l e  
to f l o a t  down the Salmon - o r  Lewis River a s  he c a l l e d  it. Therefore 
he procured a n  Inciian g u i d r  and w i t h  his parry  proceeded down t h e  Lcmhi 
River t o  a campsite near Baker, Idaho.  

The n e x t  day t h e  p a r t y  c rossed  t o  t h e  east s i d e  of t h e  Lamhi, .passed 
over t h e  c l i f  Et ;  by p r e s e n t  Salmon t o  t h e  j tmct ion  of  Carmen Creek and 
t h e  Salmon and camped on t h e  cast s i d e  of Salmon River a t  t he  
f o o t  of a b l u f f  about  one mile above the mouth o f  Tower Creek.  On 
August 2 2  t h e y  s t r u g g l e d  over t he  po in t s  of 4 mountains of w h i c h  C l a r k  
remarked " the  a s c e n t  o f  t h e  grade was s o  s teep t h a t  i t  w a s  i n c r e d i b l e  
t o  describe." They camped a b o u t  three mtles below Nor th  Fork a t  t h e  
lower  p o i n t  of an i s l a n d .  

The fol lowing day t h e y  p roceeded  a long  t h e  s t e e p  s i d e  of the mountain 
f o r  5 miles a t  which p o i n t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e t  and near  t h e  mouth of 
Moose Creek t h e  whole current  of t h e  r i v e r  beat a g a i n s t  t h e  
r i g h t  shore on which they were traveling and which was a c l i f f  of  s o l i d  
rock making i t  inaccessible t o  horses. Clark t h e n  decided to l e i v e  t h e  
horses and the g r e a t e r  part of t h e  men a t  t h i s  place t a  hunt and 
f i s h  and he proceeded on by f o o t  accompanied by h i s  Indian g u i d r  a n d  t h r e e  
men. The r i v e r  was now one continual r a p i d  and he concluded t h a t  the 
baggage would have t o  be t r anspo r t ed  a l o n g  the steep h i l l s i d e s  where it 
would be imposs ib le  t o  employ horses  f o r  the r e l i e f  of t h e  men. Leaving 
t h e  r i v e r  t h e y  ascended Squaw Creek a b o u t  4 miles ,  c r o s s e d  over a r i d g e  
and descended again  t o  the r i v e r .  They then ascended a h igh  and steep 
po in t  of a mounta in  a b o u t  3 miles ups t r eam from Shoup. From here 'robe, t h e  
I nd i an  g u i d e ,  pointed o u t  the d i f f i c u l t i r s  t h e  p a r t y  would exper ience if i t  
attempted to f l o a t  down t h i s  rock  f i l l e d  r i v e r  which i n  places f lows  
b e  tween n e a r l y  p e r p e n d i c u L a r  c l i f f s  . C l a r k  w a s  now convinced t h a t  the  
expedition must cross the mountains by way a£  what l a t e r  became known 
a s  t h e  Lolo T r a i l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  he t u r n e d  back and c r o s s e d  the f l a t  
a l o n g  t h e  north s i d e  of the Salmon, climbed through a saddle on t h e  
r i d g e  between t h e  r i v e r  and Squaw Creek and camped t h e  nite of August 23 
on t h e  l a t t e r  stream, probably near the mouth of Papoose Creek, 

August 24 they p r o c e e d e d  down Squaw Creek a t  t h e  mouth o f  which C l a r k  
"marked my name o n  a P i n e  tree ." They cont inued back up  t h e  river and 
re jo ined  the remainder of t h e  p a r t y .  From h e r e  Clark s e n t  back Colter 
on  horseback t o  a p p r i s e  L e w i s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The remainder  of the 
group t h e n  worked its way back to  an  Lndicm vi.l.Lage w h i c h  was located 
abou t  5 miles southeast of SaLmon. Bere on August 27 and 28 t h e y  hunted  
f o r  game which was s c a r c e .  Their only fond cons i s t ed  o f  a few Salmon' 
o b t a i n e d  by t h e  Indians.  



Dur ing  Clark's expedit ion down t h e  main Salmurn be low N o r t h  F o r k ,  L e w i s  
remained in Montana n e g o t i a t i n g  with t h e  Indians f o r  horses .  O n  
Atigust 2 6  t h e y  c r o s s e d  L m h i  Pass and encamped a t  the uppe r  Ind ian  
v i l l a g e  where t h e y  were occup isd  Ear the next  few days i n  determining 
their rou t e  and i n  procur ing  additional horses f rom the Ind ians .  

Xugtlst 28, S g t .  Cass appeared in camp t o  i n q u i r e  iE C a p t .  L e w i s  planned 
t o  j o i n  C l a r k ' s  advance p a r t y  a t  t h e  lower Indian village. After b e i n g  
informed t h a t  L e w i s  and t he  main p a r t y  p lanned t o  stay a t  the upper 
village another day t~ purc i rasr  a d d i t i o n a l  horses ,  ;?.ass retirrnljd to the 
lower  camp.  August 2 9 ,  C l a r k  and a l l  b u t  2 of the men in h i s  p a r t y  
j o i n e d  C n p t .  k w i ;  and tne main p a r t y  at t h e  upper  I n d i m  camp. 

August 30 the explorers loaded t h e  29 horses t h a t  had been pu rchased  from 
the I n d i a n s  and prtlceecfed down the Lernhi  R ive r  and camped a t  a poirl t  
a b o u t  s i x  miles sou theas t  o f  Salmon near t h e  mouth of XuLkey Creek which 
was w i t h i n  one mile of where Clark's  men were w a i t i n g .  

August 31  they r&smcd t h e i r  j o u r n e y  t r a v e l i n g  down t h e  east  s ide  of 
Salmon River  t o  Tower Creek, turned northeastsrard up  this creek whe re  
C l a r k  noted "remarkable  r u c k  resembling P i r i m i d s  on t h e  Left  s i de . "  
They camped 4 miles up Tower Creek a t  the f o o t  of t h e  mountain. The 
r o u t e  t h e  next day bypassed t h e  steep b l u f f s  a long t h e  Salmon. They 
climbed through a s a d d l e  and c a n t i n u e d  a c r o s s  several r i d g e s  and va l l eys  
to a campsite on t h e  Nor th  Fork  of the Salmon a b o u t  s i x  miLes n o r t h  
of  the village of North Fork near the mouth of I iu l l  Creek. 

While proceeding up the  North Fork an  September 2 accompanied by o n l y  
2 I n d i a n s  now, t h e  o l d  gu ide  c a l l e d  me his son ,  Clark  s a i d ,  "we proceeded 
on th ra  thickets i n  which we wFre o b l i g e d  t o  c u t  a road a v e r  racky 
h i l l s i d e s  where o u r  horses  were i n  p e r p e t e a l  dange r  of s l i p p i n g  t o  
t h e i r  c e r t a i n  d e s t r u c t i o n  and up and down steep h i l l s  where several 
horses  fell. Some turned over and o t h e r s  slipped down steep hillsides 
one horse c r i p p l e d  and two gave o u t  w i t h  t h e  g rea tes t  d i f  i c u e l t y  and 
r i s q u e .  Ur made f i v e  miles and encamped." 

The next day  the mountains c l o sed  in on the  r i v e r  and they were f o r c e d  
to c l i m b  o u t  and cross t h e  mountains which here were su s t e e p  that 
several horses s l i p p e d  and h u r t  themselves. September 4 after thawing 
the  baggage the e x p e d i t i o n  ascended a "h igh  snow mountainr' which  was 
probably Saddle Mountain, c r o s s e d  over  t o  the r i d g e  between t h e  e a s t  
and w e s t  f o r k s  of Camp Creek and decendrd t o  the  va l l ey  f l o o r  i n  t h e  
B i t t e r r o o t s .  Hence the L e w i s  and Clark expcditirsn L e f t  the Salmon on 
Sep ternher 4, 1805 . 



Gold was discovered i n  t h e  SaLrnon F o r e s t  61  years a f t e r  the v i s i t  of  
Li?.*ris and CLarkr s p a r t y  and b e f o r e  any permanent  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  
araa. However, i t  is s u r p r i s i n g  how many peop1.e used the  area prim 
t o  t h e  development of  mining i n t e r e s t .  These i n c l u d e d  B r i t i s h  
t r a d e r s  and t r a p p e r s  f r o m  t h e  Horthwest Company and Hudson's Bay 
Campany, rival American t r a p p e r s  and t h e i r  pa r t i es  from t h e  Rocky 
Mountain Fur  Company and American Fur Company, independent  t r a p p e r s ,  
and missioclaries. 

1.319 : Don~xLd ?4clienz& l a d  t h e  Nor thwes t Company ' s Snake Country - 
E:iped i t i o n .  They t r apped  th rough  Lemhi c o ~ m  t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  
w i n t e r  of 1819-20. 

I n  1821  t h e  Xur thwest  Company and the lludson's Bay Company 
un i ted  as  t h e  Hudson's Bay Company. 

1822:  Pf ichr l  Bourdo: and his Hudson's Bay Company p a r t y  w e n t  through 
Lemhi c o u n t r y  enroute from Spokane Tlor~sc to  t h e  Snake River .  
me r o u t e  most o f t a n  used by t h e  B r i t i s h  trappers was from 
F l a t h e a d  House n e a r  Thompson F a l l s ,  Xontana ,  past t h e  s i t e  of 
?l"issoula and through Well's Gate up  t o  Deer Lodge Pass to 
Missouri waters ,  s o u t h  p a s t  B i g  Hole River and Beaverhead 
crossin;: t he  d iv ide  i n t o  Idaho  a t  Lemhi  Pass. On t h i s  t r i p  
Bourdon discovered Round V a l l e y ,  where C h a l l i s  now is. P a r t  
of Round V a l l e y  was i n  t h e  Salmon Xationol F o r e s t  f o r  a brieE 
t ime . 

1823: Finan HcDonald , w i t h  Michel Baurdon and f i v e  engages conducted 
45 freemen on the tfudson's Bay Company Snake Country Expedition 
from F l a t h e a d  Post. J u s t  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  Lemhi Pass i n t o  Lemhi  
V a l l e y  t h e y  were a t t a c k e d  by B l a c k f e e t .  XcDonald l o s t  Bourdon 
and f i v e  o t h e r  men, and i n  the c o u r s e  oE t h e  b a t t l e  set f i r e  t o  
t h e  t h i c k e t  i n  wh ich  t h e  B l a c k f e e t  were h i d i n g ,  k i l l i n g  a t  
l e a s t  65 Lndinnj;. McDonald con t inued  on south t o  the Snake. 
I n  t h e  fall he returned Erwn ~rnry's Fork, went down the Lrmhi 
R i v e r  and  c ro s sed  Lsmhi pass e a s t w a r d ,  b r i ng ing  4,309 beaver  
from the "Snake ~ o u n t r y  ." 

1 8 2 4 :  Alexander Ross led  t h e  H.B .C .  Snake Country Expedition, in-  
cluding 55 men, 25 women and 64 c h i l d r e n ,  with 392 horses. The 
women were Indian wives of the t r a p p e r s .  They l e f t  F l a t h e a d  
Pos t  i n  February ,  1 9 2 4 ,  and came sou th  from Kissoilla up t h e  
B i t t e r r o o t  River  and th rough  t h e  Big Hole.  From t h e  Big Hole 

L / ~ a l c  L. Xorgnn, Jedediah  Smi th  and the  Opening  of t h e  ?&st (Lincoln:  - 
University f Nebraska Press, 195-3) , pp . LX-lE5. 



t ' i l ey  traveled south  and turned west over Lzml l i  ?ass and 
wcnl: down the L m h i  Rives t o  tfie Salmon which they crossed 
and t r a v c l c d  saut l i  up tfie west  s ide  f o r  about n ine ty  miles. 
There were many b u f f a l o  a l o n g  t he  way. One v a l l e y ,  p o s s i b l y  
t h e  P a h s i a e r o i  V a l l e y  o r  liuund Valley near  C h a L l i s ,  hod an 
e s t ima t ed  20,000 buffalo i n  one he rd .  Af t e r  t r a p p i n g  sevcsal 
r i v e r s ,  they  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  Salmon River  and ra ised  t h e i r  
cache o f  beaver p e l t s .  They m e t  a pa r ty  of Americans, 
Jedediah S. Smith and six men, who con t inued  with Ross ' s  
p a r t y  down t h e  Salmon, up t h e  Lemhi , c ros s ing  Lemhi Past; into 
Xontana October 2 7 ,  1824,  en rou t e  t o  F l a t h e a d  Post which t h e y  
r e s c t l e d  Latc in November w i t h  5,000 beaver hestites o t h t x  
p e l t s .  &' 

182 5 :  O n  F e b r u a r y  11, P e t e r  Skene Ogden led the  tiudson Bay Carnpan~f 
Snake Country Expedi t ion across Bannock Pass / i n t o  Lemhi  
V a l l e y  where t h e y  spent seven weeks. They found buf faLo by t h e  
hundreds ,  deer,  e l k ,  sheep and goat, and grass f o r  t h e i r  h o r s e s .  
Y i t h  Ogden was F ranco i s  Bayette, Charles 3 c K a y  and WilLiam Kittson. 
The group i n c l u d e d  6 1  men, 30 women and 35 chi-Ldren, w i t h  263 
horses,  6 1  guns and 3 5 2  traps. Nine d a y s  o u t  of FLarhead Post 
they  were joined by  t he  r i v a l  Americans, Jedediah Smith and s i x  
others,  i n c l u d i n g  James C l d w n ,  WFLlim S u b L & t t e ,  and TZ~orms Eddie.  
The g r e a t  number of  b u f f a l o  i n  t h c  Lemhi B a l k y  i n d i c a t e d  that 
t h e y  were penned in by deep snow in the passes t o  t h e  s o u t h .  
This was discourag ing  t o  Ogdrn who wanted to g e t  o n  t o  beaver 
count ry .  On Harch 1 9 ,  Jedediah Smith and t h e  s i x  Americans 
moved on toward Snake River. The next day Ogden sent six mounted 
men t o  exp lo re  t h e  p a s s  between t h e  Lemhi and Bircli Creek. The 
last 1 2  miles they drove about 400 b u f f a l o  ahead of them t o  
b r e a k  a u t  a road through t h e  snow. But t h e  reconnaissance 
p a r t y  then r a n  i n t o  a w a r  party of Blood (Blackfeet) Ind ians .  
The men escaped back to camp and Ogden decided t h a t  i f  there  
were Blackfeet on Birch Creek, the Hudson's Bay men should go 
some o the r  r o u t e ,  and on Harch 2 3  t h e y  s t a r t e d  ou t  aver  t h e  
same rou t e  Jcdcdiah Smith's men had taken.  There  is i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
they crossed t h e  Lemhi Range by a very  stcep and difficult t r a i l ,  

- V ' L  

Alevsnder S u s s ,  Pur Hunters of  t h e  F a r  West, e d .  Kenneth Spauldina 
(Norman: Univers i ty  of Oklahoma Press, L956), chapters 50 ,  11, L 2 ,  13. 

2/Morgsn, p. 399. A u t h o r i t i e s  d i f  f a r  on which pass Ogdenrs par ty  took. - 
Former Salmon F o r e s t  Superv i sor  GLenn A ,  TElompsori i s  of the opin-ion Ogden 
entered Lemhi Valley via Bannock Pass. Morgan bel ieved Ogden came i n  
v i a  I;t;mhi Pass and later used Bannock Pass. 



c h o k d  w i t h  snow, t o  t h e  L i t t l e  Lost River. They r a c h e d  t h e  
Snake on A p r i l  6 .  L/ 

2 8 2 7 :  P e t & r  Skene Ogden 1eE t F v r c  Vancot~ver on September 1 w i t h  the 
Snake Carrntry E x p e d i t i o n ,  t rave l i n g  t o  t h e  Snake Rivcr  i n  
sou the rn  Idaho  b y  way oE t h e  Blue Mountains of Oregon. On 
this t r i p  Thomas HcKay and p a r t y  w e n t  t o  Salmon Rive r  t o  t rap  
and early saowfaLl preven ted  t h e i r  r e  t u r n  as scheduled.  Ogcfen 
on the  Snake River near Blackf oo t R i v e r ,  s e n t  Paye t  t e  and two  
men i n  February, 1828, to f i n d  MeRay. They r e t u r n e d  March 1, 
r e p o r t i n g  that Xcbg was camped on t h e  fo rks  of the Salmon 
River. "The forks" usually r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  mouth of  the L e m h i .  
Samue 1 rulloc h and s i x  Americans cncoun tlzred McKczy ' s grotrp i n  
t h e  SaLmon River  area i n  November, 1827.  - 2 /  

L831: Thomas (Broken Rand) F i t z p a t r i c k ,  K i t  Carson and p a r t y  lcf  t 
Taos, Xew ?fexico i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1831, t r a v e l i n g  n o r t h ,  t r a p p i n g  
as t h e y  w e n t .  They e s t a b l i s h e d  w i n t e r  q u a r t e r s  on t h e  Salmon 
River n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  Salmon C i t y .  F i t z p a t r i c k  headed the 
p a r t y  on  t h e  Salmon Rivcr  and when w i n t e r  was o v e r ,  o r d e r e d  
them t o  resume t r a p p i n g  e n r o u t e  t o  t h e  Snake River. 21 

The " f o r k s  of t h e  ~ a l m o n "  (month of the Lemhi) was a busy place 
du r ing  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1831-1832. Three  d i f f e r e n t  g roups  win te red  
these. Jim B r i d g e r  and N. G .  S u b l e t t e  l e d  a group o f  Rocky 
Mounta in  Fur men, i n c l u d i n g  R o b e r t  Newetl, i n  a f a l l  hun t  from 
Bear River t o  the Salmon t o  winter w i t h  t h e  F l a t h e a d  and 
Nez Perce I n d i a n s .  '&en they reached  the  fo rks  of the Salmon, 

2/Archie Binns , Peter  Skene Ogden : Fur T r a d e r  (For t l a n d  : Ginf o r d s  6 Xor t , - 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1967) , gp . 203-215 

3/S. C e c i l  A l t e r ,  Jim B r i d g e r  (Normal: U n i v e r s i t y  of Oklahoma Press ,  l 9 6 2 ) ,  - 
p p .  113-119. 

Byron Defenbach,  Idaho : The Place and i t s  People (3 vo l s  . Chicago, 
New York: The ~herican Historical Society, h e . ,  1933) ,  V I 1, p .  1 4 9 .  

Noel B .  Cerson K i t  Carson: Folk Hero and Man (Garden C i t y ,  N .  Y , :  
Doubleday and Company, f n c . ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp. 36-37. 

DeWitt C.  Peters, Carson--Life and Adventures (Bar t f  o r d  : Dust i n ,  G ilman 
& Co,, l 8 7 3 ) ,  p .  56.  

Chr i s topher  ( K i t )  Car son ,  K i t   arson' s Autob io%r3phv ,  ed . X i l o  X. q u a i f  e 
(Chicago : The Lakeside Press, l 9 3 5 ) ,  pp .  22-23. 



&.rxc._n h g u s  ~ c r r i s  ' group of X m e r  ican Fur Camany men werc 
already t h e r e ,  having come over Lemhi Pass i n  O c t o b e r ,  &/ 
In November Henry F r a e b  a r r i v e d  w i t h  Rucky Yountnin F u r  Company 
s u p p l i e s .  Unc; o f  h i s  p a r t y  was Joe Xeek.2/ - ..Job Work, 
successor to Peter Skene Ogdm,  came a c r o s s  Lrmhi Pass i n t o  
Idaho i n  December, 1931,  w i t h  a p a r t y  of  56 Hudson Bay men. 
F r a n c o i s  P a y e t t e  w a s  second i n  command. I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  
were a number o f  I nd i an  and ha l f  -breed  women and c h i l d r e n  : 
s q m w s  and c h i l d r e n  of the 1ndi.an hvrzters and t h e  white trader..; 
and trappers. Upon l e a r n i n g  t h a t  a l a r g e  p a r t y  of Americans 
had cncamped a t  t h e  f o r k s  of t h e  Lcmhi and Salmon, Work's group 
camped fa r ther  up the Lemhi Valley. - 31 Ln Deccrnber, Ferr is '  
g roup  separated from the Kucky X.fourztnin Fur men and camped i n  
L i t  t Le Scl.Lmon R i v e r  ( P a h s i m r o  i) v a l l e y ,  n e a r  several. Lodges 
of F la theads .  Th2 Ferr is  p a r t y  k i l l c d  over LO0 b u f f a l o  t h e r e .  
I n  F e b r u a r y ,  1532,  F e r r i s  and p a r t y  L e f t  t h e i r  w i n t e r  camp on 
L i t t l e  Salmon ( P a h s i n e r o i )  , going u p  t h e  valley and a c r o s s  t h e  
p a s s  i n t o  D ~ ; J ' S  D e f i l e  ( L i t t l e  Lost R i v e r )  and on  t o  t h e  Snake. / 

I n  Xarch ,  18 32 , .John Work sent f o u r  men w i t h  one canoe clown the 
Salmon R i v e r ,  t o  t r a p  t o  F o r t  tu'alla WalLa. Their  s t o r y  is t o l d  
i n  a l a t e r  c h a p t e r  on r i v e r  t r a v e l .  The r e s t  of John Flork's 
k!udsonr s Bay Company men trapped up t h e  Salmon R i v e r ,  through 
t h e  mounta ins  t o  t he  P a y e t t e  and Weiser Rivers ,  and back t o  Fort 
Wal.La Walla. W. A. Ferris and two companions returned t o  the 
Lemhi R i v e r  i n  Hay, 1532, t o  persuade Flatheads and Nez Perce 
camped there t o  come and trade near ~enry's Fork.  Again i n  
Augus t ,  F e r r i s  t r a v e l e d  down t h e  L e m h i  R i v e r  t o  t h e  Salmon, 
down t h e  Salmon, and o v e r  t o  t h e  Big Hole. 5-/ 

C a p t a i n  Bdnjamin L .  E .  Bonneville came t o  Idaho i n  1832.  He 
o b t a i n i d  a leave a absence f rom t h e  army and l e d  a t r a p p i n g  
e x p e d i t i o n  of o v e r  100 men i n t o  t h e  Rocky Mountains. They 
werc  nut c o n n e c t e d  with t h e  American Fur  Company o r  Rocky 
Xaunta ins .  They were not connec ted  w i t h  t h e  American Fur 
Company o r  Rocky M o m t a i n  F u r  Company, b u t  comprised a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  group.  There i s  s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Eonneville 
was o n  reconna issance  work Eor t h e  Federa l  Government. Among 

l /War ren  Angus Fe r r i s ,  L i f e  i n  t h e  Rocky % m n t a i n s ,  ed .  Paul C .  - 
P h i l 1  ips (Denver : Old West Pub l i sh ing  Co . , 1940)m p . 120.  

215.  Ceci.1 A1 ter  , Jim B r i d g e r  (Norman: Un ive r s i t y  of Oklahoma - 
Press, 1962) , p .  116 .  

3 / ~ o f l n  Work, The Journal .  of John Work, e d .  'Wiliam S.  Lewis and - 
Pau l  C .  P h i l l i p s  (Cleveland: Ar thur  H. C l a r k  Co. ,  1 9 7 3 ,  p p .  114-117. 

4 / F e r r i s ,  yp .  L28- 130. - 

5 f  F e r r i s ,  pp . l.kS-l62 - 



h i s  p a r t y  wes2 David A d a s ,  Joseph Recidefnrd Walker, J. >I.  C e s x ,  
and t h e  c l e r k  X r .  Rodgkiss. Bunneville b u i l t  GI f o r t  on 
Green Rives  in Wyoming b u t  t r a p p e r s  warned him of deep YLIOW and 
severe w i n t e r s  i n  t h a t  area s o  he took  t h e i r  advicc and t r a v e l e d  
toward t h e  Salmon River, having s e n t  Mathieu and a parry of  
about  2 0  men t o  t h e  Snake w i t h  t h e  horses that wer2 t o o  weak f o r  
t h e  t r i p  t o  t h e  Salmon. We reached t h e  upper wate rs  of the  
Salmon ( t h e  L e m h i  River)  an September  19 .  Were he met f r iendly  
Nrz P e r c e  who sizardd t h e i r  meager food with t h e  party. Bonneville 
s e n t  C e r r e  and a few men with t h e  Nez Perce  t o  hunt  and t r a d e  
w i t h  them E a r  meat f o r  the w i n t e r .  Bonnev.ille prrocceded down 
the Tmnhi and three t o  f i v e  m i l e s  below t h e  f o r k s ,  near Carmen, 
Idaho, he s t a r t e d  t o  build w i n t e r  q u a r t e r s ,  Septzmber 2 6 .  Some 
a u t h o r i t i e s  be l ieve  h i s  camp w a s  on t h e  east s i d e  o f  Salmon R i v e r ,  
near the mouth of Carmen Crttek. The n o t e s  of W .  A .  Ferris, who 
visited Bonneville's camp around ?.lovember 1, 1832 ,  place t h e  
camp on t h e  w e s t  side of  the Salmon River.  Samuel Parker 
traveled down t h e  east: s i d e  o f  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  t h r e e  yea r s  
l a t e r  and m e n t i o n s  s t o p p i n . g  at B o n n w i l l e ' s  camp. Ronneville 
b u i l t  a pen f o r  the horses ,  and s e v e r a l  log  cab ins .  Bonncville 
and 20 men remained t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p l ace  and the  rest of the  
p a r t y  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  br igades and sent o f f  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
directions to hunt. Fla thead  and Xez P e r c e  I n d i a n s  camped i n  
the v i c i n i t y .  W ,  A .  Ferris of t h e  American Fur  Company came 
west from Horse  P r a i r i e  country and v i s i t e d  Gonnevi l l e ' s  camp 
around November 1, 1832. A group of Rocky Xauntain Fur 
Company men also s p e n t  several .  d a y s  i n  ~ o n n e v i , l l e ' s  camp, 
then l e f t  t o  w i n t e r  on t h e  Pahsimeroi. I/ - 
T h e  l a rge  numbers of p e o p l e  and h o r s e s  around Bonnevi l le ' s  
w in t e r  camp soon used up the ava i l ab le  h o r s e  fo rage  and the game 
f o r  bo th  Indians and w h i t e  men. BonneviJle s e n t  50 men, under 
J o s e p h  R.  Walker, south t o  t r a p  and w i n t e r  on  t h e  Snake R i v e r .  
Ferris accompanied  Walker 's  group,  on an Ind ian  t r a i l ,  p o s s i b l y  
a l o n g  t he  Salmon t o  t he  Pahs-irncroi, up t h i s  r i v e r  and down 
Day's Creek  ( L i t t l e  Last River)  and on t o  Snake River. The 
Ind ians  l e f t  t h e  f o r k s  of t h e  Salmon f a r  b e t t e r  p a s t u r e .  
Bonnevi l le  cached h i s  valuables, and on November 19 or 2 0 ,  fol- 
lowed the Indians with 13 of h i s  party. Here h i s t o r i a n s  d i s ag ree  
on which d i r e c t i o n  he took. Edge ley  W .  Todd, one ed i to r  o f  
Washington I r v i n g  ' s accoun t  a f  Bonnevillr ' s t r a v e l s ,  sends  
Bonneville n o r t h  from Carmen t o  the North  Fork  t o  spend C h r l s t n l a s  
t h e r e  b e f o r e  leaving f o r  t h e  Snake. / 

I/ Ferris, pp.  184-257 - 

2/Washingtnn Ztving , The Adventures of C a p t a i n  Bonnevi i le  , U. S . A .  - 
I n  t h e  Rocky 3 0 ~ n t a i n s  and the Ear  ~ J S S  t  , ed  . Edgeley W . Todd (Norman : 
Unive r s i t y  of Oklahuma Press ,  1961)  , p .  111. 



Chictenden, Rces and Brosnan describe h i s  r ou t e  as up t h e  
Lemhi, spending C h r i s t m a s  p r o b a b l : ~  i n  Swan Basin on Timber 
Creek, t h e n  c o n t i n u i n g  u p  over  3 pass i n t o  L i t t l e  Los t  River 
and on to t h e  Snake.  Glenn Thompson, former  Salmon 
S u p e r v i s o r ,  t h i n k s  i t  p r o b a b l e  that BonneviLLe followed the  
Ind ian  t r a i l  from Sa lwn to  the Pahsimeroi,  camping w i t h  the 
Yez Perce ch i e f  at an Indian campgruttnd i n  the  v i c i n . i t y  of 
M c K i r n  Creek. ?/ 

1833: df ter f i n d i n g  Hathierl and the h o r s e s  on t h e  Snake ,  Banneville 
r e tu rned  i n  H a r c h  ,1833, t o  his caches on the Salmon. He 
brough t  a pas ty  o f  1 6  men, i n c l u d i n g  Rober t  Netjell w h o  had becn 
working w i t f i  Joe )feel< and William Cra ig ,  b u t  who had t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  Brsrznevillc' Y p a r t y .  From h i s  c a c h e s  Bonncvi l le  f u r n i s h e d  
t h e  free traders f o r  a  t r a p p i n g  t r i p  t o  t h e  Xnlad (now Big Wood) 
River .  Before Leaving t h e  Salmon he  s e n t  Cerre w i t h  a f e w  men 
t o  p u r c h a s e  horses  from the  nearby I n d i a n s  and l e f t  h i s  c l e r k  
Wodgkiss with t r a d i n g  goads.  Af t e r  a poor hun t  on the ?.lalad, 
and c o m p e t i t i o n  from M i l t o n  S u b l e t  t e  and Jean B .  Cezvais w h o  
had w i t h  them 20 h u n t e r s  of t h e  Rocky Mountain F u r  Company, 
Bonnevil-le r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Salmon a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  t i m e ,  June  14 ,  
and then set  o u t  f o r  the  Green River Rendezvous. 31 

1535 Reverend Samuel  P a r k e r ,  a P r e s b y t e r i a n  missiorrary came w e s t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  miss ions  i n  the Ncz Perce c o u n t r y .  Leaving p i e r r e  ' s  
R o l e  on August 29,  h e  t r a v e l e d  w i th  a g roup  o f  Nez Perce Ind ians .  
The Nez P e r c e  and P a r k e r  came through L e m h i  va l l ey ,  camped near 
~ o n n e v i l l e ' s  abandoned f o r t ,  l e f t  t h e  Salmun River  to fo l low 
t h e  o l d  t r a i l  u p  Tower Creek and across t h e  r i d g e s  and v a l l e y s ,  
d ropp ing  into t h e  3 o r t h  Fork about f o u r  miles n o r t h  of  i t s  
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the Salmon. A mile far ther  up t h e  North Fork they 
took a sou the rn  Nez Perce T r a i l  up Hughes Creek.  Th i s  i s  t h e  
j u n c t i o n  which "old  Toby" missed when he took L e w i s  and Clark 
on up t h e  Yj'crrth Fork over 'Lost T r a i l  Pass, t o  t r a v e l  west on 
the Northern Nez P e r c e  T r a i l  one hundred miles f a r t h e r  n o r t h .  
The s o u t h e r n  trail fo l luws  the  east-west r i d g e  between t f ~ e  

l/Cornelius J ,  Brasnan, History af t h e  Sta te  of Idaho (New York: - 
Charles S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons ,  1935),  p. 76 .  

Hiram X. Chit  tenden, The H i s to ry  o f  t h e  American Fur Trade of the  
Far West ( 2  ~ 0 1 s .  New York: The P r e s s  of t h e  P ioneers ,  Znc., 19351,  
pp. 401-403. 

John E. Rees , Idaho,  Chronolugy , Nomenclature , U i b L i . o g r a p h ~  (Chicago : 
W. B. Conkry Company, L328), p. 57. 

3/IJasllington Irving, The Fur  'lkctders of  the CoLurnbi3 River and tiw - P 

Rocky Plauntains, as descr ibed  b y  I k s h i n g t o a  L r v i n g ,  ed. F.L.U. (New York 
and Lontlon : C:. P. ~ l i t n a m ' s  Sons, Tlrt: Kn.Lclicrbockcr Prc:;:; , l903) , p p  . :'3L-L':2. 



Salmon m d  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  d ra inages .  Pine t r e e s  a l o n g  the  
t r a i l  were pee l rd  by  Ind i ans  f o r  food.  T1ie Indians d i d  n o t  
k i l l  t he  trees, but sca l ed  o f f  a p a r t  af t h e  i nne r  bark ta e a t ,  
particularly i n  t h e  s p r i n g  when food w a s  scarce .  Accurate da t ing  
in the Poros t  Service Laboratory showed the trees had been 
peeled i n  1833-excellent evidence t h a t  t h i s  trail was used by 
Indians at t h a t  t i m e .  The t r a i l  can be traced pas t  t he  head- 
waters  of XcConn Creek (a branch o f  Indian Creek) ,  Xnr l in  
Sp r ings ,  p a s t  Blue Xose Xountain and through Morse Creek Pass. 
Samuel Parker was 56 yea r s  o l d  and i n  poor h e a l t h  when he made 
t h i s  t r i p ,  yet h e  kept  up with the  Indians and wrote r e g u l a r l y  
i n  h i s  journal. H e  was the f i r s t  white man t o  de sc r ibe  t h i s  
area,  and r e l a t i v e l y  few have t r ave l ed  i t  s i n c e ,  The Indian 
t r a i l s  remained un t r ave l ed  by t he  trappers because  t r appe r s  
followed the  v a t e r  courses where t h e  beaver were, while  the  
Ind ians  followed the r i d g e s  where t r a v e l i n g  was easier ,  This 
southern  Nez Pexce t r a i l  was a l o g i c a l  one f o r  t h e  Sez Perce t o  
take t o  j o i n  t he  Flathead and Shoshoni f o r  bu f f a lo  hunts  across 
the Divide t o  t h e  east .  A peak on t h e  boundary l i n e  between 
t he  Salmon and B i t t e r r o o t  S a t i o n a l  Fo re s t s  was o f f i c i a l l y  
des igna ted  in 1965 as Parker  Mountain. Reverend Parker reached 
t h e  Snake River October 1, 1835. It took L e w i s  and Clark 39 days 
from Tower Creek t o  t h i s  s p o t  on t h e  Snake River ,  following t h e  
Northern Nez Perce T r a i l .  Samuel Parker  and the Nea Perce 
Indians made i t  i n  1 6  days  by tak ing  a southern  Nez Pesce t ra i l .  

1837 : About September 1, Joe Meek, "Cottonfr HansEield and Caleb Wilkins 
l e f t  F a r t  Mall f o r  F la thead  country where Wtlkins had a w i f e .  
From Godia's Fork (Big Los t )  they crossed over t o  the  Salmon 
River ( a  f a v o r i t e  route  was up L i t t l e  L o s t  River and ac ros s  
i n t o  Lemhf Val ley ,  probably the route used by Qgden in 18241,  
struck the Nez Perce t ra l l  which l e d  E r a m  t h e  Salmon River over 
t o  t h e  Beaverhead country.  2 /  X p r o b a b l e  rou t e  fo r  t h i s  t r a i l  
is up Hughes Creek from the-8orth Fork, and down Nontana's 
Hughes Creek t o  t he  B i t t e r r o o t ,  This  t r a i l  w a s  used i n  later 
y e a r s  (1890's) by  t he  Nez Perce. 

1838: John Larison and seven o t h e r  t r a p p e r s  inc lud ing  .Joe Meek, l e f t  
P i e r r e ' s  Hole f o r  t h e  Salmon River. They stayed with t h e  
Nez Perce village a t  the  f o r k s  of the Salmon, Joe Meek married a 

1/ Erns t  Peterson and H 1  E. Anderson, "Rev. Samuel Parker and the  - 
Southern Nez Berce ~ r a i . 1 , ' ~  Xontana the h g a z l n e  of Western H i s t o r y ,  
XTT, No. 4 (October,  1966), 12-27. 

2IFrances Fuller V i c t o r ,  The River o f  the West (Hartford,  Cona., and - 
Toledo, Ohio:  R. 14, Bliss S( Co. ,  l870), pp.  94-95, 



clsughtz t  of ch i e f  Rowesore ( b v i n g ' s  Kowsoter). Joe  Meek 
called h e r  Virginicz. T h e y  r e m a i n e d  toge ther  many years, a n d  
had s e v e n  c lz i ldren.  lie later  took h e r  t o  Orcgon.  Robert ~ r w p . 1 1 ' ~  
w i f e  was a s i s t e r  o f  V i r g i n i a  Meek. &/ 

1839: fn  ,August, Kit Carson and f i v e  o t h e r s  joined a party of  men who 
trapped on the Salmon River. 2/ 

By 1540 most sf the trapping was over and soon t h e  great 
migra t i on  of se t t lers  t o  Oregon bcgnn. F a t h e r  P i e r r e  Sean DeSmet 
founded S t .  Nary's M i s s i o n  i n  B i t t z r r o o t  VxlLe~t  i n  1840.  In 1850 
he moved the miss ion  and Leased t h e  s i t e  t o  Pk3.jor John Owen who 
had been a s u t l e r  a t  Cantonment Lnr ing ,  near F u r  t Hat1 , I d a h .  
D u r i n g  t l ~ c  next  fdw y e a r s  many of  t h e  F o r t  Owen men t r a v e l e d  
through the Salmon are;r. 

Emanuel Mart i n ,  a l so  known as "0ld  Yanwe L l  the ~paniard ," made - 
a trip t o  t h e  Salmon River f o r  Najor Owen i n  1852. 3/ 

I n  O c t o b e r ,  1854 ,  Xajor Owen o r g a n i z e d  a n  cxped i t i an  t o  t h e  
Salmon River, t o  t r a d e  with t h e  Indians .  , F r e d e r i c k  H. Btirr 
was in charge of t h e  exped i t i on .  Emanile1 X a r t i n  was guide  and 
i n t e r p r e t e r .  Another of owen's men on t h i s  trip was C h a r l e s  
J a c k s o n .  T h e y  left Fort Owen October  31, and were  gone th'ree 
weeks. They t r ave led  up Nez Perce Fork, over t h e  mountains and 
down t o  the  Salmon. About ten  miles up t h e  Lemhi t h e y  found 
seven lodges.  One of t h e  lodges belonged t o  John G r a n t ,  son of 
C a p t a i n  Richard Grant. The F o r t  Owen men traded with the Indians, 
t h e n  moved down t o  t h e  Salmon River November 1 4 .  Learning t h a t  
these I n d i a n s  would not be arriving until Christmas, they 
started for F o r t  Owen, going up a creek ( p r o b a b l y  ~ a h l o n e g a ) ,  
over  the mountain and down a creek t o  the  Big Hole, thence t o  
R o s s ' s  Hole ,  r e a c h i n g  F o r t  Owen Hovembetr 2 1 .  41 

S e v e r a l  men s p e n t  t he  w i n t e r  of 1.854-1555 on t h e  Salmon River .  
Among them were Neil X r A r t h u r ,  R o b e r t  Dempsey, Louis  k i l l e t ,  

3/George F. Weisel (ed.) . Hen and Trade  on t h e  Northwest Front ie r  - 
as Shown b v  t h e  F o r t  Owen Ledger  (Xissuula: Montarza Sta te  University, 
1955) ,  p. 38. 

4/John Owcn, T h e  L e t t e r s  and J o u r n a l s  of Xajor  John Owen, cd. Seymour Dunbar, - 
with no trs by P a u l  C. P h i l l i p s .  ( 2  vols . ; Xew York: Edward Eberstadt , 19271,  
Val .  1, p p .  93-95. 



Thomas I m i n e  and Richard Grant. L/ Some of these men had 
taken up t r a d i n g  on t h e  e m i g r a n t  road i n  sou thern  Idaho and 
were probably w i n t e r i n g  t h e i r  cattle on t h e  L e m h i .  

Hormon X i s s i o n :  Fort L e m h i  18-55-1858 

I n  1855 Brigham Young, p r e s i d e n t  of the Church of  J e sus  C h r i s t  of  
L a t t e r  Day Saints, s e n t  27 men t o  conduct missionary work among t h e  
b u f f a l o - h u n t i n g  Indians. The men were t o  select  a p lace  among t h e  
Shoshon i ,  Bannock a r  F la thead ,  found a settlement, t each  t h e  Indians 
c i v i l i z a d  ways, c o n v e r t  them t o  Marmonism and promote peace among the 
t r i b e s .  / 

The men l e f t  Farmington, Utah, ?fay 1 5 ,  185.5, wi th  prov is ions  f o r  a 
y e a r ,  i nc lud ing  c a t t l e .  Thomas S. Smith was i n  c h a r g e .  A t  F o r t  Ha11 
t h e y  met N e i l  MeArthur who desc r ibed  to t h e  Xormons t h e  valley where he 
and s e v e r a l  companions had spent  the w i n t e r .  The mamons reached t h e  
place around June 1 2 ,  and noted % A r t h u r ' s  o ld  c o r r a l . "  3 /  They s e t t l e d  
he re  near the p r e s e n t  town of  Tendoy, an l and  which todny(1973)  i s  
p a r t  o f  the Steve  Mahaffey ranch.  This area was one where t h e  Shoshoni, 
Bannock and Nez Perce often met i n  early summer t o  fish. The Indians 
were f r i e n d l y  and allowed the men to use the l and  and t o  c u t  timber f o r  
houses and c o r r a l s ,  with the unders tanding  t h a t  t h e y  were not t o  k i l l  game 
o r  fish in exces s  of t h e i r  needs.  61 
Though i t  w a s  l a t e  i n  the  season, the men p l an t ed  a c rop  and brought 
water i n  a d i t c h  from a  nearby c r e e k .  They s t a r t e d  cons t ruc t i on  of a 
f o r t .  F o r t  Lemhi was named f o r  Limhi, a c h a r a c t e r  i n  the Book of 

2/Bringham D . Madsen, The Bannock of Idaho (Caldwell  , Idaho : The - 
Caxton P r i n t e r s ,  l t d  . , 1 9 5 8 )  , pp . 86-87. 

3/John D. Nash, "Salmon River Miss ion of 1855: a Reappraisal," - 
Idaho Yes te rdays ,  Idaho H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty ,  Vol. 11, No. 1 ( S p r i n g ,  
l967), 22-31. 

4/~ate B .  C a r t e r ,  The Salmon River Mission (Utah Printing Company, 1963) , - 
p .  7 .  



Mormon. It was nut a mJLifary post, but  a f o r t i f i c a t i o n  erected 
t o  protect t he  Yormon peop le  who settle t he re .  A stockade was 
built by digging t r e n c h e s  around a sixteen rod square. Twelvc-foot 
l o g s  were placed u p r i g h t  i n  t he  three-foot trenches, making pali- 
sades about nine Eeee high. Log houses were  b u i l t  inside the f a s t .  
Lumber f o r  doors windows and f l o o r s  w a s  sawed by hand. 

&st to the stockads t h e  men b u i l t  a mud f o r t  t h e  same dimensions 
as t h e  s tockade.  The w a l l s  were b u i l t  b y  aclking forms approximately 
f o u r  f ~ e t  w i d e  at t he  bottom, tapering to  two feet  at the  t o p  and 
a b o u t  seven fee t  h igh .  Mud and straw were tramped into the forms. 
The nud f o r t  was used as an enclosure f o r  cattle. 

T h e i r  crops i n  1855 and 1856 were eaeen down by g r a s s h o p p e r s ,  and 
trips were made to Utah f o r  more s u p p l i e s  and seed. Additional 
missionaries and their f a m i l i e s  came t o  F o r t  Lemhi. Some o f  the 
mormons learned t o  speak some Shoshoni,  and preached t o  t h e  Indians, 
but  had l i t t l z  success i n  teaching new ways of l i v i n g  t o  the  I n d i a n s .  

Brigham Young visited Fort Lemhi in May, 1857. 

A crop was harvested i n  1857, i nc lud ing  vegetables and 2400 b u s h e l s  
o f  wheat.  

In February 1858, I n d i a n s  d rove  o f f  250 c a t t l e  and 20 horses belong- 
ing to the Sermons of Fort Lemhi. In the r e s u l t i n g  skirmish, two 
Mormons were  killed and f i v e  wounded. B r i g h m  Young sent permission 
to abandon t h e i r  mission and on April I, 1858, all who remained a t  
Fort Lemhi  l e f t  f o r  Salt Lake. 

Other Xigra tors  and Travelers 

Around 1841-1862, many people from the south and east t r i e d  t o  g e t  
to the new gold fields in Pierce, Elk City and F l o r e n c e  by way of 
t h e  Salmon River. They were deluded by a map available in S a l t  Lake 
City showing a wagon road north into Idaho, up Birch Creek and down 



t h e  Lemhi River, then f o l l o w i n g  the Salmon River downstream, across 
t he  S u r t h  Fork and west along t h e  no r th  side a€ t h e  r iver  t o  F l o r m c e .  
Such (i wagon "trace" did exist as far as the abandoned Mormon Part 
Lemhi, near prevent  Tenday,  b u t  beyond t h a t ,  t r a v e l  became d i f f i c u l t  
and waqn t r a v e l  impossible .  T h i s  p rob l em of t r a v e l  cuntr ibuted to 
t h e  gold  d iscover ies  i n  Nontana. O f  t h e  gold seekers at tempting 
t o  reach t h e  Florence d i g g i n g s ,  nearly o n e  thousand were caught  i n  
t h e  Lernhi V a l l e y  i n  t h e  summer of 1862.  Some went back  t o  the 
Snaks  River and around b y  EY'alla Wa1I.a. O t h e r s  abandoned their wagons, 
makc p a c k  s a d d l e s ,  and crossed the  Continental Divide at Lcmi l i  Pass 
i n t o  present: Hontana to go b y  way of Deer Lodge and west  t o  F lo re t r ce .  
Some of them found g o l d  en rau te ,  a t  Grasshopper G u l c h ,  near B a n n x k ,  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  stampedes t o  Bannack, Alder Gu lch  and V i rg in i a  C i t y ,  
Montana . 

George E .  Shoup t e l l s  of one party that brought t h r e e  wagons from 
Utah, and a t t empted  t o  continue n o r t h  a f  Carmen via  the  o l d  mountain 
t r a i l  a c r o s s  the  heads of the  c reeks .  They had g rea r  d i f f i c u l t y  
w i t h  t h e  wagons, u s i n g  ropes t o  l e t  them down from some of the ridges. 
They f i n a l l y  changed t h e i r  p l ans ,  part of the  group headed  back t o  Utah 
with the lightest wagon, the o t h e r s  making pack  s a d d l e s  from t h c  
remaining wagons to con t i nue  on west. La te r  a wagon hammer was found 
near  t h e i r  camp, g i v i n g  the name t o  Wagonhammer Creek. 2/ (Naganhammer 
was a wrench used t o  remove wheels from wagons). 

J o h  McCarvey was one who came t a  the t enh i  Valley a b o u t  t h i s  time 
and stayed t o  b u i l d  a f i s h  t r a p  and cabin. Be was located near the 
mouth of t h e  Lernhi Rivcr when the Leesbusg discovery party came through 
in 1866. 

During t h e  6 1  years after  Lewis and Cla rk  v i s i t e d  the  area of the 
Salmon Nat-ional F o r e s t ,  well o v e r  one thousand p e o p l e  of record  v i s i t e d  
the reg ion ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  I nd i an  residents and t h e  miners who 
passed through i n  1862. Most of t he se  v i s i t o r s  were j u s t  t rave l ing  
through t rapping ,  o r  camping through the bad w i n t e r  months. Same of 

If ~ a r  z i l l a  W. C lark ,  - 
Idaho : P u b l i s h e d  b y  

2/George Elmo Shoup, - 
State L i b r a r y ,  1969, 

Bonnev i l l e  County i n  the Making )Idaho F a l l s ,  
Author ,  L941), p .  4 

H i s t a r y  of Lemhi County (Boise. Idaho : Idaho 
P s  4 



t he  Moraon Miss ionar ies  were here f o r  nea r ly  three years  b e f o r e  
abandoning Form Lemhi. In 1866,  t h e  land w a s  much as i t  had been 
when Lewis and C l a r k  came in 1805. Discovery of gold i n  1866 brought  
g r e a t  changes. Large numbers of people came, and nany stayed to 
start businesses and ranches which have continued t o  tlre present .  



Cold  Discuverv, Mines and  Nine Se t t lements  

In the summer of 1866 a p a r t y  o f  f i v e  men o u t f i t t e d  i n  Xontana w i t h  h o r s e s ,  
pack a n i m a l s  cznd p r o v i s i o n s ,  came through t h e  Big WoLe, over the Div ide ,  
down t h e  Xorth F o r k  and up t h e  Salmon R i v e r ,  p r o s p e c t i n g  as t h e y  t r ave l ed .  
About July 1, t h e y  reached t h e  s i t e  of p r e s e n t  day Salmon, crossed t h e  
r iver and c o n t i n u e d  s o u t h  t o  and up Wi l l i ams  Creek,  o v e r  t h e  r i d g e  and 
down Phelan Creek. J u l y  16 they made t h e i r  s t r i k e  on Napias Creek.  
Napias is  a n  I n d i a n  word meaning go ld .  Xembers of  t h e  discovery part:J 
werc: Frank B. Sha rkey ,  E l i j a h  Ytrlkey, Joseph R a p p ,  Ward G i r t s n  and 
William Smith .  A stampede f o l l o w e d  t o  this new placer  gold  f i e l d .  The 
place was named Lcesburg  a f t e r  General Robert E .  L e e .  :dost aE t h e  p ros -  
pec tors  w e r e  frorn t h e  S o u t h ,  fiavirrg come west t o  e s c a p e  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  of 
t h e  C i v i l  War, There were enough n o r t h e r n e r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a r i va l  camp 
n e a r b y  named G r a n t s v i l l e .  O t h e r  towns which  s p r a n g  up i n  t he  bas in  were 
Summit C i t y  and S r n i t h v i l l e ,  b u t  t h e  l a r g e s t  was Lceshurg .  12367 and 1563 
werc t h e  y e a r s  of t h e  h i g h e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  and g r e a t e s t  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
Leesburg  b a s i n ,  Population of the basin has been estimated a t  3000 t o  
7000 p e o p l e .  The re  was no o f f i c i a l  census u n t i l  1870, and by t h a t  t i m e  
many p r o s p e c t o r s  had moved on t o  new f f e l d s  such as Loon Creek and 
Y e l l o w j a c k e t .  'Rle o f f i c i a l  c e n s u s  of 1870 found only 180 people l e f t  
i n  t h e  Leesburg  a r e a .  Xppro:zimately one - four th  of these were  Chinese. 

h t o t a l  p roduc t ion  o f  gold from Leesburg basin has been e s t i m a t e d  a t  
f i v e  m i l l i o n  dollars upwards t o  s i x t e e n  million o r  more. There  was 
no ra iSroad i n  the w e s t  a t  t h a t  time. S u p p l i e s  were  b rough t  i n  t o  
Leesbirrg b y  pack s t r i n g  frorn F o r t  Renton, blimtana, the head of n a v i g a t i o n  
on  t h e  Xissouri, a d i s t a n c e  of  a b o u t  375 miles; or from Wa3la ldalla v i a  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  Nez Perce T r a i l .  The t a m  of Salmon s t a r t e d  a s  a f a rming  
s e r v i c e  c c n  tsr for Leesburg . 
O t h e r  mining d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e  area soon fo l lowed  Leesburg .  In 1869 
gold was found a t  Oro Grande on Loon Creek.  Claim locators on Loon 
Cre& wore m a i n l y  from Lemhi  County and Boise Bas in .  The Idaho Sta tesman 
i n  Sep tember ,  1869, c a r r i e d  a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  r u sh  t o  Loon Creek:  " ~ h r  
new Salmon river d i g g i n g s  a r e  c r e a t i n g  a g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  Boise 
Country, From s e v e r a l  p a r t i e s  down from Idaho City, we l e a r n  t h a t  a 

- real s tampede is s e t t i n g  i n ,  t h a t  h o r s e s  se l l  r ead i ly ,  and almost 
everybody is going. One packer s t a r t e d  last S a t u r d a y  w i t h  a s e v e n t y  
mu1 e load of merchandise." 

1/0. E .  K i r k p a t r i s k ,  Bis tozv  of  t h e  Leesburg P i o n e e r s  ( S a l t  Lake Ci ty :  - 
Pyramid Press, l 9 3 4 ) ,  p. 24.  ($L6,000,000. e s t i m a t e ) .  

Joseph 5 .  Umpl2by, 
(Washington, D. C .  : Government Pr  i n t i n 2  Off  ice, 1 9 1 3 ) .  ($8,000 ,OOO. estimate). 



P r o s p e c t o r s  f o r  gold fanned out over the mountains and inLlny placer  camps 
became the  sites of l a t e r  discoveries o f  go ld  q u a r t z ,  which  l zd  t o  
mills and "bard-rock" mining,  and t h e  discovery of o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  o r e s .  

Yel lowjacket  and S i l v e r  Creek placers were found i n  1 8 6 9 ;  t h e i r  qua r t z  
mines were developed l a t e r .  I n  1595 two  l o d e  p r o p r t i e s  were b e i n g  
mined i n  t h e  Yellowjacket d i s t r i c t  : The columbis Consolidated Gold 
24ini:lg Company and t h e  Yellow Jacket Yining Company. Each of t h e  two  
companies s t a r t e d  m i l l s  e a r l y  i n  1895. The Yel low Jacket ~ompany's m i l l  
was ?&stamp. l~' At one time there was J. 60-stamp mill a t  Yellow Jockr t .  
The cables and materiaLs f o r  the m i l l  were packed i n  from C h a l l i s  b y  
!fa& S m i t i l .  L t  t o o k  26  mules t o  c a r r y  t h e  cab l z .  In 1923  t h e  m i n e  was 
reactivntzd. A .Larga h o t e l  w a s  b u i l t  t h e n ,  w i t h  a l l  ma te r i a l s  b r o u s h t  
i n  w i t h  h o r s e  2nd team. A/ 

John Ramey acquired t h e  S i l v e r  Creek  pLacers and ill l a t e r  years his 
son Lee was manager of t h e  R a b b i t  Foot W n r  on S i l v e r  Creek. A t  one 
time the re  were over  30 b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h i s  camp. 3 /  - 
The q u a r t z  mines of Gibbonsvi l le  w e r i l  d i scovered  i n  1977 by George D. 
.Anderson, who  b u i l t  a n  a r r a s t r a  t h e r e .  The s e t t l e n e n t  was called 
.Andersonvil lr  a t  f i r s t  , b u t  Nrs. George Anderson 's  f a t h e r  had been a 
Civil War prisoner in h d e r s o n v i l l r  p r i s o n ,  so because of h e r  unp leasan t  
memories t h e  name was changed t o  honor General Gibbon who fought  
Ch ie f  J o s e p h ' s  Nrz P e r c a  i n  nearby Big Hole,  Xontana, August 9 ,  1577.  
I t  i s  n o t  known that G e n e r a l  Gibbon ever saw t h e  s i t e  of G i b b o n s v i l l e .  
Mines there were "Twin ~ r o  t h e r  , " " ~ u g h e s  and Hunt, " "Keystone. ," and 
"Huron." I n  1895 t h e  American Development and  Xin ing  Company ( A .  D .  G X.) 
b u i l t  a 30-stamp m i l l  w i t h  accessory c y a n i d e  and Chlor ina t ion  p l a n t s .  &/ 
A t  one  time a n  e s t i m a t e d  500 men were  working under ground i n  t h e  
G i b b o n s v i l l e  area. Xost o f  these miners  came from But te .  There was a 
f o u r - t e a c h e r  school ,  and in 1896 G ibbonsv i l l e  claimed the  largest  
population o f  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  L e m h i  County, thouqh a typho id  epidemic  
swept th rough  a b o u t  1895. The A .  D. h M. wen t  i n t o  r e c e i v e r s h i p  i n  
1898 a f t e r  a s a r i o u s  acc iden t  in w h i c h  f i v e  men were k i l l e d .  Many of 
t h e  people l e f t  a t  t h i s  t ime  b u t  some stayed t o  placer mine and 
Gibbonsville h ; ~ s  never become a g h o s t  town. During t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  

l/George H. Eldridpe, " A  G e o l o g i c a l  Reconnaissance Across Idaho , "  - 
Department of: t h e  In te r io r - -U.  S .  Geological. Survey, Extract From The 
S i x t e e n t h  Annual Report o f  t h e  D t r r c t o r ,  1894-95, Part I1 (!dashington: 
Governmenr P r i n t i n g  Of f i ce ,  1895),  p .  4 9 .  

2/Interview with W i l l i a m  and Adele Wilson o f  Hall, Xontana, June  1 2 ,  2969.  - 
3/'Cnterview w i t h  Fred and Thelma k m e y ,  Salmon, i d n h n ,  A p r i l  30,  1469. - 



t h e  1920's t h e  number of  r e s i d e n t s  increased a g a i n  as  p e o p l e  re t r r rned 
t o  p l ace r ing  f o r  a Livelihood. ;in 2 Lemen tar? school was  main t a i n c t i  u n t i l  
1965. Gibbonsvi1,le s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  now taken by bus t o  Salmon. 
Today t h e  Gibbonsville area is  becoming popular  f o r  summer home s i t e s .  

Near SIroup, goLd q u a r t z  d i s c o v e r j e s  were wdc! in 11352 when Pat OTMarrs 
discovered the  Grunter mine;  the Kentuck w a s  found by Sam Jamcs. Some 
l a t e r  mines i n  t h e  a r m  were t h e  Big Lead, tIumming Bird, L u s t  ? l i n e r ,  
True F i s s u r e ,  S p r i n ~  Code, C l i p p e r  But l ion  and Monolith. There was no 
road down t h e  r i v e r  and s u p p l i e s  were brought  i n  by packstring o r  
f l o a t e d  down t h e  r i v e r  f rom Salmon on b a r g e s  o r  sccsws. Stamp m i l l s ,  
and heavy machinery were f l o a t e d  down. The boats  could not r e t u r n  
upst ream,  s o  t h e  b o a t s  were taken  apart and t h e  material used i n  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  in  Shoup and at: t h e  m i n e s .  T h e  mills used  watcr power .  The 
Grunter  had a n  oversbo  t wooden whee l .  The water was o u t  of  Boulder Creek 
and Elumed around t h e  r o c k  b l u f f s .  T h e  f l ume  rest& on i r o n  p i n s  i n  
the b l u f f ,  p u t  i n  w i t h  hand d r i l l i n g .  

Shoup was most ly  hard-rock min ing ,  and p l a c e r i n g  o n l y  on sm.211 b a r s  
a l o n g  t h e  r i ve r ,  and t h e r e  was v e r y  l i t t l e  mining bclow Shoug e x c e p t  o n  
P i n e  Creek, Shoup had a n  elementary s c h o u l ,  a s t o r e ,  and several 
s a l o o n s .  There were f r u i t  t r e e s  b y  t h e  l a t e  1890's. NiLliam Wallace SLavin 
and t 4 i l l i a m  E. Taylor  came to Shoup i n  1886. Tay Lor had been a mechanic 
i n  t h c  C a l i f o r n i a  gold f i e l d s .  He r a n  the  10-stamp m i l l  Ear t h e  Kentuck 
mine; l a t e r  he ran m i l l s  i n  G i b b o n s v i l l e  and Ulysses. He a l s o  b u i l t  
most of  t he  c o f f i n s  used i n  t h e  Shoup cemetery, n o t  because he w a s  a 
c a r p e n t e r  b u t  because  t h e r e  w a s  no one e l s e  t o  do i t .  

S l a v i n  packed f o r  t h e  Shoup mines i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Char les  Sp inney .  
There w a s  no stage coach o r  wagon r o a d ;  the gold  b r i c k  had t o  be taken 
out by  pack s t r i n g .  It w a s  a two-day t r i p  from Shoup t o  Salmon; t h e  
f i r s t  n i g h t ' s  camp from t h e  Grun te r  was u s m l l y  on t h e  North F o r k .  From 
there they  went up Trail Creek,  a c r o s s  t h e  r i dges  t o  Tower Creek ,  down 
a l o n g  the r iver  t o  Carmen, then th rough  t h e  h i l l s  t u  Salmon. When S l a v i n  
and Spinney t e rmina ted  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  S l a v i n  k e p t  a r a n c h  on Carmen 
Creek, which  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  Slavin family, and S p i m y  took the pack 
s t r i n g .  L a t e r  Dodge was a partner packing w i t h  S p i n n r y .  z/ 
In  1595 development began o n  Indian Creek with t h e  s a l e  of t h e  K i t t y  Burton 
and Ctysses claims. A l i v e l y  community developed around one of t h e  
b i g g e s t  quartz-mining e n  t e r p r i s c s  in L e m h i  County. About  lWI.,  a rough 
road up I n d i a n  Creek was b u i l t  by the coun ty  and by s u b s c r i p t . i o n ,  t o  

1 I I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  W i l l i a m  ( B i l l y  ) T a y l o r ,  Jr . , Salinon , Zdaiza, - 
October  2 3 ,  1969.  

2 1  Interview w i t h  Ted and Leitha SZavin, Salmon, I d a h a ,  Feb rua ry  2 0 ,  L9b9. - 
Interview with Otis and Virginia S l a v i n ,  Boise,  T̂drrExu, March 2 2 ,  1370. 



c a r r y  equipment from trne r i v e s  t o  t h e  mines. The 30-stamp m i . L I  burned 
around 1904.  I t  was r e b u i l t  as a 15-stamp rni.11. ii tram w a s  used t o  g e t  
the o r e  down t o  t h e  m i l l  from t h e  mine. It was c lose  t o  a mile long*  
w i t h  23  buckets .  The cable travel-ed con t in t~ous ' ly .  The Loaded buckets  
cumin;: down kdp t  it runn ing .  

O t h e r  N i n i n q :  Coppe r ,  Lead, Cobal t ,  e t c .  

S i l v e r  and lead v e i n s  were d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1579 a t  Xichol ia  i n  t h e  '"Texas 
D i s t r i c t , "  and smeLters were soon operating. When the  Utah and Northern 
narrow gauge r a i l r o a d  rracfzed Camas S t a t i o n  in 1879, i t  became the 
largest s h i p p i n g  p o i n t  on the l i n e  because of shipments  f r o m  Viola  X i n e  
employed 100 men mining,  t i  f r e i g h t i n g  and p repar ing  f u e l  f o r  t h e  
sme t t z r .  The d a i l y  o u t p u t  was LOO t o n s  of o r e .  2 /  The W i o l a  was one - 
o f  the l;~r,r;cr lead producers  i n  t h e  Uni ted  Stat??; a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  the 
1890's the enterprise w a s  abandoned when the  o r e  was c u t  o f f  by a f a u l t .  
Other mines a t  N i c h o l i a  were Shear B ro the r s ,  Kaufman, and Lemhi  Lead. 
Discot.eries were made i n  t h e  area of Cilrnore b u t  development there came 
l a t e r .  

The t a m  o f  Gilmore was named f o r  Jack  GiLmer of the  Cilmer and S a l i s b u r y  
S t a g e  Company. The change in spel l  in5 f r o m  C i l n ~ e r  t o  G i  l.nore apparently 
happened in the post office depar tment  i n  FJashington when t h e  Post  Of f i c e  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Gilmore in 1903.  

Ra lph  Nichol acquired lead and s i l v e r  p r o s p e c t s  a t  Cilrnore about 1883 
when he was manager of t he  Viola mine a t  Nicholia. He called the mine 
The Latest Out.  O t h e r  claims came under t h e  ownership of the  Cilmore 
?fining Company, which later became the Delrware Idaho  Company. Ore was 
shipped as e a r l y  as 1903 by wagon, over  70 miles t o  Dubois. The l a rge  
o r e  shipments  encouraged t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  Gilmore and P i t t s b u r g  
r a i l r o a d  by t h e  Nor the rn  P a c i f i c  f rom Armstead, Montana, t o  Cilmore 
and t o  Salmon i n  1910. The town of Gilrnore once had seven sa loons ,  three 
s tores ,  two h o t e l s ,  two dance h a l l s ,  two trucking companies, a two-room 
s c h o o l ,  and a bank. Around t h e  t ime of the f i r s t  Korld War t h e r e  w a s  a 
two-bed, two-room h o s p i t a l  i n  CiLmo+e.~/The town is  now a ghos t  town. 

The 1907 r e p o r t  of  Idaho Mine I n s p e c t o r  Robert H .  Bell g ives  the fo l low-  
i n g  Fnfosma t i o n :  

Ci lmore  mine: t he  most impor tan t  mineral producer  i n  t h i s  county 
t h i s  year, sh ipped  1500 tons  o E lead and s i l v e r  o r e .  J . E, Walker, 
Supt . 

l/ B i l l y  Taylor  - 
2/The Idaho  Recorder ,  Salmon, Idaho, May 5 ,  l.888. - 

3/Carl E. Hnydcn, "Gilmore Was Real Town Yany Long Years Ago ," The Salt - 
Lake 'I'r-ibune, January  2 6 ,  1947,  p. 5 .  

E l izabe th  Y ,  Reed, ''The C; iimore S t o r y ,  " Lemhy Cotlnty Xrlseum, Salmon, Idaflo . 
Lnterview w i t h  Fay Brunk, Salmon, Tdaliu, Apri l .  30,  1969. 



Oriale mine i n  the same vicinity employs L O  men. 
L r m h i  Union: reccn tLy  equ ipped  with n 60 horsepower hoist. Two 

c a r s  shipped this st.lnuner w t t h  b i g  values in gnLd and silver. 
Bruce-S tone  : near L e m M  Union. h copper p r o p e r t y  , with magnetic 

o x i d e  of i r o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  gold  and s i lver  values. 
VLaLa and Shear group: i d l e  at p r e s e n t .  
Lemhi Lead: 8 miles s o u t h  east of Vio la ,  1 0  men developinq Lead 

carbona te  ore a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i r o n  oxide.  
Weimer Copper:  4 miles sou theas t  of Lemhi Lead, i n  Lemhi and F r r n u n t  

c o u n t i e s ,  employs 30 t o  40 men u n t i l  recent copper slump slowed 
them down. 

Leadvitle mint;: three.. miles n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  J u n c t i o n  post  o f f i c e . ,  
f i n e  ore  showing a t  p r e s e n t ;  4 men employed. 

Copper Queen mine o n  Agency Creek now b e i n g  actively developed by 
a U u l u t h ,  Xinnesota company. Has a smal l  concent ra t ing  mill 
and h a s  s h i p p e d  several  c a r s  QE r i c h  c o n c e n t r a t e s  t h i s  season, 
S.S. Witchell, s u p t .  

V i r g i n i a  X i n i n g  Company: a large group oE c la ims  on Sandy Creek; 
have several hundred feet  of tunne l  silowinr; some go ld  b e a r i n g  
q u a r t z  and a mix ture  of  i r o n ,  lead and copper su1phi.de m i n e r a l s .  

C l i m a x  mine: n o r t h  of Sandy Creek, now employs 1 5  men; has  a 10 
s tamp m i i l .  F .  C .  X i L l e r ,  manager; Richard G i e s  of Great Fal ls  
is  owner. Wagcs: m i n e r s ,  $3.50 p e r  day, l a b o r e r s ,  $3 .QO per day, 
eight-hour s h i f t .  

U.P. ~ i n e :  n e a r  a smal.l giacier lake  a t  t h e  head o f  Moore Creek,  
o n l y  seven rnilcs from, and in sight o f ,  Salmon C i t y .  Recently 
purchased b y  Wan, Frank R .  Gooding. Ii. W. XcBride, Manager .  . . . 
Hi -L l  being i nc r ea sed  t o  15-stamp.. . 

Kitty 8ur tun  Co.: o p e r a t i n g  the K i t t y  Burton and Ulysses mines 
on Indian Creek, has been producing s t e a d i l y  f o r  several years. 
Lts 30 stamp mill burned i n  1905, now ope ra t i ng  a 1 5  stamp mill, 
J. Urn, manager. C r e w :  35-45 men, 8 hour s h i f t ,  except ing 
engineers, who work L?  hours.  Water power is used  d u r i n g  spr ing  
flood, with steam power and cord wood f u e l  the rest of t h e  y e a r .  
b o d  is $4.50 a cord;  s t u l l  t imbers  at t h e  mine cos t  4c  per 
running Eoo t and l agg ing  l . 5 ~  each. Lumber : $18. per  thousand, 
and f r e i g h t  from t h e  rai lway,  $40. p e r  t on .  

Mineral  H i l l  D i s t r i c t :  The o l d  Kentuck and Grunter  p r a c t i c a l l y  i d l e  
t h e  past y e a r .  Clipper Bullion mine a c r o s s  the r ive r  opera ted  
a 5 stamp mill. Owner, E .  S. Suydam. Big Lead Gold Hining 
Company's group of mines at Pine Creek s a l d  t o  a Denver company 
a n d  i s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a force  of 14 m e n ,  and a 10 stamp mill. 

Gj.bbonuville. The o l d  h.D .&?I Mines were s o l d  tu e a s t e r n  cap i ta l i s t s  who 
are working a small crew. 

Rabbit's Foot :  Stnmp m i l l  run by stzam power, sampLing 30 tons a 
day.  ?fana:rr, S .  P. Bur r ;  30 men employed. 



Sinsiser mine: employ ing  40 men. 50 ton d a i l y  cnpacitljr milling 
pll.int, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  6 Wendy quadr t~p l - e  d i s cha rge  stramps in 
s e p a r a t e  m o r t a r s ,  and 2 Bryan m i l l s  f o r  Sine grinding. 

Yellow Jacket Dis t r i c t :  Black Eagle group and t h e  Red Jacket group 
have 10 t o  ZQ men employed i n  developmental work. 

B l a c k b i r d  D i s t r i c t  : Conta in  copper sulph.idt. o re ,  associated values 
i n  c o h a l t  and n i c k e l  as w e l l  as impor tan t  g o l d  and s i l v e r  
va lues .  Several  mines have been developed and l a r g e  g r o u p  of 
c la ims pa t e n t e d  , b u t  the proper  t ies have been p r a c t i c a l l y  idle 
f u r  several years waiting b e t t e r  transportation f a c i l i t i z s .  The 
nickel and c o b a l t  have a t  t rac  t c d  heavy m e t a l l u r g i c a l  i n  tz resc  
and t h e  Rose b r o t h e r s '  g roup  of c l a i m s  i s  now b e i n g  developed 
w i t h  a f o r c e  of  10 mgn. 

Le r sburq  D i s t r i c t :  k w  ope ra t in?  are  t h e  c?Ld Garre tsor t  m i n e  on 
h r n e t  t c r e e k ,  under Newton Hibbs ,  and Gold Ridze mine, r ecen t ly  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a 10 stamp mill and cyanide plant. 

Moosc! Creek: dredge o p e r a t i n g  under Xd.Len on t h e  old XcNut t diggings. 
P o l l a r d  Coal mine : n e a r  Salmon, r e c e n t l y  purchased by Li. C .  King, 

produces L i g r ~ i t e ,  s e l l i n g  lo call;^ a t  $ 6 .  per t o n .  
Queen of  the Hills: seven miles northwest of Sa lmon,  l o s t  t h e i r  

compressor  p l a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  year.  '.durk h a s  been resumed and 
mine now employs f o u r  men. 

The mines in t h i s  county are now employing  f u l l y  300 men, mostly in 
deve lopmenta l  work. 

Copper mines developed l a t e r  than go ld  mines. There were few sh ipmen t s  
from Lemhi County before 1 9 1 1  of ore mined primarily f o r  copper ,  tliough 
copper  was p r e s e n t  i n  some goLd and lead-si lver ores sh ipped  ea r l i e r .  
Fron 19LI t o  1922  t h s  three h i g h e s t  copper p r o d u c e r s  i n  Lemhi coun ty  
were Harmany mine on Wi th ing ton  Creek, Copper  Queen on Agency C r e e k ,  
and Pope Shenon an SaT Mountain. Other copper p roducers  were P a t t o n ,  
Tormey, Ruby, Royal Go ld ,  Gold P o i n t ,  Castle Rock, Blue B i r d ,  Ranger. 21 
At t h e  Harmuny mine l i t t l e  development work w a s  done b e f o r e  1916. It 
flourished i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  and i n  192.3 i t  boas ted  t h e  1,ctrget;t buiLdi.ng i n  
Lemhi C o u n ~ y ,  175 feet  l o n g ,  56 f r e t  w i d e ,  and 40 feet h i g h ,  b u i l t  t o  
house t h e  great  c o n c e n t r a t o r .  

l / T h e  Lemhi Herald, Salmon, Idaho, Februa ry  21 ,  1907 and November 2 8 ,  1907. - 

2/Clyde P ,  Ross, The Copper Depos i t s  Year Salmon, Ldahu, U. S .  Geological - 
Survey B u l l e t i n  So. 774 ( t J a s h h g t ~ n ,  D. C , :  U. S, Government P r i n t i n g  
O f f i c e ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  p. 31 



The Copper Queen d a t e s  from 1383. In 1399 i t  was owned by  T .EL. Lpch 
of Digby, Yova S c o t i a ,  Canada, and included f i v e  claims, two pa t en t ed .  
The m i n e  w a s  f i r s t  ope ra t ed  i n  1905 and h a s  been under lrnse by  several 
d i f f e r e n t  groups s i n c e  then .  The mine has been flooded s i n c e  1949 and  
the m i l l  has f a l l e n  i n t o  r u i n s .  It produced c o p p e r ,  s i l v e r  and g o l d .  &/ 

I n  the e a r l y  1990's Lige S t r o u d  and James Fenning l o c a t e d  gold claims 
i n  t h e  Pope-Shenon area and  l a t e r  Thomas Pope,  Red HcDonald, Thomas 
h d r e w s  and Kicha rd  C l a r k  l o c a t e d  two copper  claims, h two-third i n -  
terest  was a c q u i r e d  la ter  by P h i l i p  Shenon. / By the year  1956 t h e  
Pope Shenon hod produced over  2,600,000 pounds of copper.  3/  

"- 

A t  B l a c k b i r d ,  go ld  c la ims  were l o c a t e d  about  1888, however product ion 
f o r  c o b a l t  d i d n ' t  g e t  going u n t i l .  t h e  per iod from 1902-1908. James 6 ; .  S i n s  
and .T. P .  Clougtr had Later claims f o r  capper .  T h e r ?  was i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
area dur ing  World War I: because of the coba l t  and n i c k e l  p r o s p e c t s  t h e r e .  

The Calrra Mining Company, a d i v i s i o n  o f  Howe Sound Company, a c q u i r e d  
i n t e r e s t  in t h e  Rlackh i rd  p r o p e r t y  i n  I943  and conducted su r f ace  and 
underground e x p l o r a t i o n .  By 1949 s u f f i c i e n t  o r e  had been b locked o u t  by 
t h e i r  exploration program t o  j u s t i f y  a mining ope ra t i on .  A m i l l  was: 
c o n s t r u c t e d  and mining operations were s t a r t e d  i n  t h a t  yeor .  Mining 
continued u n t i l  1959 when the Government ceased purchase of c o b a l t  a t  a 
s u p p o r t e d  p r i c e .  C a l e r a  cou ld  n o t  t h e n  compete w i t h  f o r e ign  compet i t ion .  
They sold t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in the p r o p e r t i e s  t o  ?lachinery Cdnter,  I n c .  
of Salt Lake C i t y ,  Utah ,  wh ich  operated t h e  property on a l i m i t e d  scale 
f o r  copper o n l y  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  of 1967 .  When t h e y  d i s c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n s  
t h e  Idaho Mining Company a s u b s i d i a r y  of Wanna Mining Company acqu i red  
Machinery C e n t e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ;  s i n c e  t h e n  they  have been 
conduc t ing  a n  exploration program and are  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  resuming mining 
of t h e  remaining o r e  bodies. 

The town of  Coba l t  o n  P a n t h e r  Creek, e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  conjunct ion w i t h  t h e  
c o b a l t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Blackbi rd  mine,  grew t o  over  1000 people ,  w i t h  s 
four-room school  d u r i n g  t he  1 9 5 0 ' s .  The m i n e  a t  one t i m e  s u p p l i e d  one- 
f o u r t h  oE the  n a t i o n ' s  c o b a l t  needs and employed over 400 men. It was 

W i i  Sharp and Wayne S .  Cavender ,  Geology and Thorium-Bearin:: - 
Depas i t s  o f  the  Lemhi  P a s s  Area, Lemhi County, Idaho, and Beaverhead 
County, Xantana, U. S .  G e o l o g i c a l  Survey B u l l e t i n  No. 1126 
(Washington, D .  C . :  U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p. 5 1  

2 / ~ l y d e  P .  Ross ,  The Copper Deposi ts  Xenr Salmon,  Idaho, p p .  34-35. - 

3/Alfred L.  Anderson, Geology and >finera1 Resources o f  t h e  Salmon - 
Qrirtdran~le, Lemhi C o u n t y ,  I d a h o ,  p.  79 .  



the only cobal t -producing mine i n  the United S t a t e s  and t h e  larges t  
copper-producing mine i n  Idaho.  &/ The Howe Sound Company and ehr  
F o r e s t  Serv ice  worked c o o p e r a t i v e l y  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  wwuld b r  no 
p o l l u t i o n  o f  water  from the s e t t l i n g  ponds o r  from t h e  townsite. In  
s p i t e  of t h e  e f f o r t s  made, some r e s i d u e s  o r  wastes from the m i l l i n g  
process d i d  create a s e r i o u s  p o l l u t i o n  problem. I n  one Instance the 
pa l l t i t i on  was aggrava ted  when a truckload of acid from the mill 
t i p p e d  over below the mine, s p i l l i n g  i n t o  a l a c k b i r d  Creek and f lowing 
i n t o  Panther Creek.  This ac id  s a l u t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  
anadromovs and n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  i n  Pan ther  Creek below the  mouth of  
BLackb i r d  Creek. 

Tungstftn nrines, i nc lud ing  the fma mine,  near P a t t e r s o n ,  gave Lemhi 
County t h e  dis t . i r?ct ion d u r i n g  World tdar 11 of b e i n g  one of t h e  leadixq 
producers  of t u n g s t e n  i n  tlhe Urzitetf S t a r e s .  

Lemhi  County has  d e p o s i t s  of c o b a l t  o r e ,  monazite, thorite and o the r  
comparativeLy r a r e  me ta l s  of p r e s e n t  commercial va lue .  An unusual 
min ing  claim is t h a t  of  A. B.  Cutler  on Mackinaw Creek. It i s  a 
huge t runk  of a p e t r i f i e d  Sequoia t r e e  bur ied i n  volcantc  d e b r i s ,  The 
Salmon Xat iona t  Fo re s t  contains q u a n t i t i e s  of p e t r i f i e d  trees,  b u t  this 
one is of  unusua l  s i z e ,  t he  s t u m p  measuring 62  f e e t  i n  circumference 
and standing about 12  f e e t  h i g h .  The wood has been replaced by o p a l  
and agate of c o m e r c i a f  value.  X r  . C u t l e r  has given it t h e  name "Jureano 
~ o a d . "  I t  i s  estimated to be 25 million years  o l d .  

In 1970, Sea fo r th  Mining Company announced plans t o  mine f l ou r spa r  on 
patented claims at Meyets Cove, nea r  Camas Creek.  Ore from the under-  
ground mine would be  reduced at: the s i t e  and shipped t o  Mackay v i a  
C h a l l i s .  

Prospec tors  have covered a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of the Salmon F o r e s t  t h o r o u g h l y ,  
and there  are f e w  creeks t h a t  h a v e  n o t  had a rnineraL ope ra t i on  of somc 
k ind .  Cflarles 8 .  tfubbard, i n  1 9 5 5 ,  mapped 54 d i f f e r e n t  mineral  resources  
of t h e  s t a t e  of Idaho, and 2 3  of these are found i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  Salmon Nat iona l  F o r e s t .  / 

Tlle depress ion  of the 1930 ' s  i nc r ea sed  t h e  p roduc t ion  of g o l d .  It was 
one commodity whose p r i ce  remained s t a b l e .  Peop le  turned t o  panning 
s t reams  and rivers t o  e a r n  enough f o r  food. In 1933,  Pelton's  g rocery  
s t o r e  i n  Salmon i n s t a l l e d  a new set of go ld  scales as a convenience to 
t h e  p rospec to r s  and miners who brough t  i n  gold  t o  trade f o r  s u p p l i e s ,  

See appendix f o r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of v a r i o u s  mining methods 
used  i n  t h e  Salmon a r e a .  

l f  Infurmation from Salmon National  Fo re s t  Map, 1956. - 
2 - /ROSS a n d  For res te r ,  F igure  2 .  



Chinese fo l lowed  t h e  go ld  r u s h  t o  t h e  Leesbu rg  country. The Chinese 
were a b l e  and dependable  m i n e r s .  They sometimes worked f o r  w h i t e  
miners, but more often worked over the grotlxtd when the w h i t e  men were 
t h r o u g h .  They were h a r d  w o r k e r s ,  l i v e d  ErugaLLy, and sometimes 
gleaned a good ha rves t  of g o l d  from t i le  worked-over claims. The "hurry" 
of t h e  w h i r r  miners u s u a l l y  L e f t  p l e n t y  of  gold f o r  the c a r 2 f u l  chinamcn. 
The placer ground along B o h m o n  Creek was worked by  Chinese as Ear 
back a s  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s .  S m e  Chinese became bus iness  men in 
Lettsburo, and i n  Salmon, runn ing  r e s t a u r a n t s  , l aundr i e s ,  r a i s  in;: prodtrce , 
and s e l l i n g  O r  i r n t a l  n r r c h a n d i s e  . O t h e r s  were h i r e d  as domes t ii h e l p  . 
The o f f i c i a l  census of 1870 showed 4 3  Chinese  in Leesburg and 7 0  i n  
SaLmori. &it that  t im t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of Idaim w a s  Listed as l5,'39'3, 
and of c h a t  number, 4 , 2 $ 7  were C h i n e s e .  / 

Salmon had i t s  own Chinatown. It occupied the area on b o t h  s i d e s  of 
Main s t r e e t  near the S a h o n  R-iver b r i d g e .  Later Ctlinatown was ~ o n f  in& 
t o  t h e  North side uE ?lain S t r e e t ,  near t h e  r i v e r .  Thc Chinese  k e p t  
most ly  t o  themse lves ,  b u t  were u s u a l l y  q u i e t ,  o r d e r l y  and Eriendl-y.  
Wah S i n g ,  one of t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  m e r c h a n t s ,  owned h i s  own pack  stsins, 
o p e r a t e d  by Chinese under one known a s  "Florence." Another Ch inese ,  
known as  "Boise Sam," operated a wagon f r e i g h t  o u t f i t .  He was a good 
h o r s e  h a n d l e r  and an e x p e r t  r o p e r .  3-1 O t h e r  Ch inese  names i n  Salnun 
i n c l u d e d  Fong Kee, Yan K e e ,  Wing Lee, Ah Yen, and S i n g  Lee. 4-1 

Bu Kee and ?lary Kee were two well remembered Chinese  i n  Leesburg .  

The name "small boy" was o f t e n  used  f o r  a Chinaman, undoubtc?dly because 
of the small stature of the Chinese. 

The Chinese  cabins in Salmon were  b u i l t  low t o  t h e  ground, and on 
occas ion ,  boys used t o  c l i m b  up and p u t  cans over t h e i r  chixnmys.  
'l'here was some rac ia l  d  i - s c r i m i n a t i o n .  Some help-wanted ads  mentioned 
"no Chinese wanted;"  b u t  o t h e r s  h i r e d  Chinese r e a d i l y .  6 /  - 
L/Alfred L .  Anderson,  Geology and Xineral  Kesources of t h e  Baker - 
Quadrang le ,  Lemhi County, Idaho, Idaho Bureau of Nines  and Geology, Pamphlat  
Xo. 1 1 2  (,Yoscow: University of Idaho, January, l 9 5 7 ) ,  p .  65 .  

2 /S i s t e r  ?I. Alfreds Elsensobn ,  Idaho Chinese Lore (Caldwell , Idaho : - 
Caxton Printers, Ltd. , 1970) , p. 15. 

4/Allen Merrit t , "Salmon Main Strcct  Changes with T i m e ,  - 
"The Recorder H e r a l d ,  Diamond J u b i l e e  E d i t i o n ,  1961,  Sec t ion  Three, P .  4 .  

5/Fred Samey . - 

6/Pnterview w i t h  Y a r j o r i r  S i m s ,  Salmon, fdaho, October 23 ,  1 9 6 9 .  
4 



A local  item in the newspaper in 1857 r e p o r t e d ,  " ~ o y r j  made two  raids 
on Chinatown last week. L/ 

The Cliinese did. not always get along among themselves. They belonged 
to various tongs or associations which sometimes feuded w i t h  each o t h e r .  

It was impor tan t  t o  a Chinese p e r s o n  t o  b e  bur ied  in China. If he was 
unab le  t o  return t o  China be fo re  he died, usually his bones were sent 
back by o t h e r s .  V a r i o u s  Chinamen were se Lec ted  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  check 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  arcas i n  t h e  United States where Chinese had l i v e d  and  
t o  retrcive the boncs of a l l  those who had d i ed  d u r i n g  t h a t  time. In 
1857 the Idaho Recorder r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  of two Chi~iamen 
w e r e  shipped on ~hursday' s coach, accompanied by Eaur "CeLest ia ls  ," 
en rou te  f o r  China. It had cost the Chinese companies to whom these 
two be longed ,  i n  t h e  neighborhood of $1500. t o  g a t h e r  t h e i r  bones and 
have them s h i p p e d .  2-/ 

In February of  1855 the Recorder reported on t h e  local Chinese New Year 
c e l e b r a t i o n .  Firecrackers and bombs were f i r e d  o f f  every f e w  minutes ,  
keepin:; up a  continuous no i se  f o r  about 43 imurs.  St was fun  f u r  t h e  
"small boy" and d e l i g h t e d  the Indians .  2/ 

There were  st ill Chinese  living i n  Salnon as l a t e  as t h e  19401s. 

1/The Idaho Recorder, August 13,  1887. - 
3f'rEie Idaho Recorder, S e p  ternher 3, 1887, - 

3/The Idaho Recorder, F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1888. - 
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The Charcoal Kilns i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  part of Lemhi County were p a r t  o f  
t h e  Salmon X a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  from 1938 t o  1848, and though  they a r e  now 
i n  t h e  Targhee F o r e s t ,  t h e i r  history is  part of t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the 
Salnon National F o r e s t  a r e a .  

The c h a r c o a l  k i l n s  were used from about 1880 t o  1589 t o  produce 
c h a r c o a l  f o r  t h e  smelters o f  t h e  lead mines a t  Nicho l ia .  C .  H. HcDonald, 
Salmon F o r e s t  Ranger on  t h e  Xedic in r  Lodge D i s t r i c t  from 1941-1944, 
l o c a t e d  the foundations o f  at least 42 kilns and from o ld  timers i n  the 
a r e a  determined t h e i r  period o f  use and average c a p a c i t y ,  and c a l c u l a t e d  
t h a t  abou t  one and one-half b i l l i o n  Eeet of t imber  had been c u t  and u s e d .  
A t  t h e  time McDonald was d i s t r i c t  ranger t h e r e  were f o u r  b r i c k  k i l n s  
l e f t ,  which he  t r i e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  by  fenc ing  and keep ing  t h e  fa rmers  
from h a u l i n g  o f f  t h e  b r i c k s  for b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  val ley .  Charcoal  sir 
t o  e i g h t  Eeet  deep remained i n  two of t h e  k i l n s .  Almost t h e  e n t i r e  
s t a n d  of o l d  growth t imber  had been c u t  f o r  c h a r c o a l .  McDonald was 
su rp r i s ed  t o  f ind  such a good s t a n d  o f  t imber  i n  i t s  p l a c e ,  s i x t y  y e a r s  
later. 1/ - 
Val Gibbs,  a r e c e n t  Targhoe F o r e s t  Ranger f o r  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  1 6  c h a r c o a l  k i l n s  were i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y ,  
and t h e r e  were also 40 open pit type  k i l n s  s c a t t e r e d  i n  t he  canyons 
and c r e e k s  of I t a l i an ,  I r i s h ,  S c o t t ,  Eidleman and Willow on t h e  east 
s i d e  of B i r c h  Creek,  and B e l l ,  Manmoth, C o a l  Kiln, Davis and Meadow 
on t h e  west s i d e ,  Most of the work was done by Chinese, I t a l i a n s  and 
I r i s h  peop le ,  

The k i l n s ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  of  b r i c k s  mads l o c a l t y ,  were shaped l i k e  beeh ives ,  
abou t  twenty f e e t  i n  diameter  and abou t  twenty f e e t  h igh .  They were 
loaded  through a  door a t  ground l e v e l ,  and also through a n  opening i n  
t h e  top. A k i l n  would hold 40 t o  50 c o r d s  of  wood. The f i r e  was allowed 
a i r  f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e  o n l y ,  so t h a t  t h e  wood would n o t  be e n t i r e l y  burned.  
The complete p r o c e s s  o f t e n  took seven d a y s ,  w i t h  some time needed f q r  
c o o l i n g .  Douglas f i r  t imber  was p r e f e r r e d ,  though mountain mahogany 
was sometimes used. 

The b r i c k  kilns were b u i l t  under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the V i o l a  and Nicholia 
mining companies, Hundreds of woodsmen were employed i n  c u t t i n g  and 
h a u l i n g  wood f o r  the kilns. An e s t i m a t e d  3,000 people  l i v e d  i n  the a r e a  
and were engaged i n  making c h a r c o a l .  k a r l y  2,000 mules, oxen and 
h o r s e s  were used i n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  t imber  and h a u l i n g  t h e  c h a r c o a l ,  o r e  
and s u p p l i e s ,  

Charcoal  p roduc t ion  ceased  when the  s m e l t e r s  s h u t  down. 2 /  - 
-- - - - -- -- 

l / L e t t e r  from C .  H.  XcDona'Ld, Stevensville, Hontrtna, September 1 4 ,  1970. - 

2 /  "Iiis t o r i c  K i l n s  Draw I n t e r e s t ,  " The Recorder-Herald , November 7 ,  196%. - 



Sa.Lnon Area, %June t i o n  Area, and Othcs S e t  tlemcnts 

Folluwing t h e  miners came farmers, stockmen an3 businessmen. The town 
of S a h m  began in 1866 at t h e  foo t  of Leesbu rg  h i l l ,  west o f  the 
Salmon R i v e r ,  where p r o s p e c t o r s  crossed the  r i v e r  enroute  t o  t h e  new 
g o l d  f i e l d s .  A f e r r y  was s t a r t e d  and l a t e r  a t o l l  ;pad.;-bridge w a s  
b u i l t  by C h r i s  Darnutzer and CharLes Chamberlain. A f t e r  this the 
town spread t o  butt1 s i d e s  o f  t h e  r i v e r :  a c o l l e c t i o n  of t e n t s ,  l o g  
c a b i n s  and 'dobe bui ' ldir tgs,  same with dirt roo f s .  ?k. Van Dref t had a 
ranch where the b u s i n e s s  section oE Salmon now is. Geo rge  L .  Shoup,  
Later governor  and then szna to r  f o r  I d a h o ,  started a s t o r e  in 1866. 
The  first school ,  startcd i n  1567 w i t h  Fannic  Price as tcachts,r, had 
nine pupils enro lLed .  

Some o f  t h e  e a r l y  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  Salmon were: L /  

George L.  Shoup 
Michael Spahn 
B .  F .  P r i c e  
Peter  h o n s o n  & N.Y. YcPherson 
Wilson E l l i s  
Robert Dunlap 
Lew and John Snook 
Fred  P h i l l i p s  & David McSutt 
John Wheeler 
Chester Willis 
Baines Andrews 

Wm. Orcot  
George Wentz d Jacob Ecinsterir 

- 
Store 
Brewery 
R.es t a u r a n  t 
SZzoemaker s 
Butcher Shop 
Goldsmith and Warchsnaker 
Livery S t a b l e  
S t o r e ,  Pack S t r i n g  
F r e i g h t e r  
Saloon 
Hote l ,  l a ter  o~med by  E l i j a h  Xulkey ,  

then  by 
Saloon 
S t a b l e  

I n  1868, George Barbe r  and K. R .  Johns built a 
Salmon River ,  and  s o l d  i t  t o  Jesse 2fcCaleb who 
John Ramey, grandEather of F r d  and John Ramey 

E. S .  Edwards 

wagon b r i d g e  across t h e  
r an  i t  as a t o l l  b r i d g e .  
of Salmon, was s e n t  i n  t o  

c o l l e c t  t a x e s  i n  1867. He became t h e  f i r s t  elected s h e r i f f  o f  Lernhi 
Coun ty  i n  1869. I n  t h e  f i rst  county e l e c t i o n ,  h e l d  June  1 4 ,  1869,  t h e  
Eollowing e l e c t i o n  districts w e r e  named: Salmon C i t y ;  N o r t h  F o r k ;  
Sierra (on ?loose Creek) ; and Smithvi l le ,  Arnet t and Leeshurg i n  Bapias  
Creek b a s i n .  L e m h i  County h a s  been crested i n  January of 1369, from 
the soutl-teastern p a r t  of Idaho County 

John Ramey took t h e  f i r s t  census of Lemhl County i n  5870. By t h a t  
time t h e  m a j o r i t y  of m i n e r s  i n  t h e  L e e s b u r g  b a s i n  had moved on t o  newer 

l / S h a u p ,  p p .  10-11 - 



f i e l d s  and the  t o t d  f o r  Lemhi  County w a s  955 people,  d i s t r i b u t e d  
a s  f o l l o w s :  I/ 

Area - To ta1 Males Females Comments 
-__I_ 

Leesbur g 180  172 8 42 were Chinese, 
1 Spaniard from Peru 
1 Hegro 

Salmon C i t y  and V i c i n i t y  187 163 24 70 Chinese 
Salmon River Xining Dis t . 76 67 9 1 Chinese 
Fort: Lemhi 37 25 1 2  
Loon Creek 479 452 2 7  7 Chinese, 4 Mexican 
S t a n l e y  Basin D i s t .  29 2 9  0 --- 

T o t a l s  988 908 80 (120 Chinese) 

La te r  census f i g u r e s  g ive  t he  fol lowing populat ion t o  Lemiri County:  

Junction was named f rom i t s  l o c a t i o n  a t  the  junc t ion  of two rou t e s  
where the  road from Montana a c r o s s  Bannock Pass  met the Birch Creek 
road t o  Salmon, and the town of Junc t ion  served the w a g o n  f r e i g h t e r s  
and s t age  coaches as w e l l  as being a c e n t e r  f o r  ranches and early 
mines in the v i c i n i t y .  A .  24. Stephenson and fami ly  came t o  Junct ion 
i n  1567. Some o t h e r  e a r l y  settlers i n  the Junction area were the George, 
Jacob, John and Joseph Yearian famil ies ,  John and Elijah Stroud,  
Edwin R. Hawley, Gray and Andrew P u r c e l l ,  Susan C l a r k ,  James and Neil 
McDev i t t ,  William Pe te r son ,  Joseph  B .  Pattee, J. P. CLough, Z .  B. Yearian, 
George W. Cottom and Kichael Xllaier. Xost of these  were stockmen, as 
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  farming i n  the upper Lemhi. 2. B .  Yearian had a d a i r y  
herd of Holsteins. 

The importance of Junc t ion  declined somewhat af ter  the Utah-Northern 
r a i l r o a d  was b u i l t  into Xontana i n  1879-80, and a wagon road was estab-  

* l i s h e d  between Salmon and Red Rack, Nontana, going up Agency Creek over 
Le&i Pass. Mien the Gilmore and P i t t s b u r g  Railroad was b u i l t  in 1910 ,  
it missed Junc t ion  by two mi l e s ,  the new town of Leadore was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
and o l d  Junc t ion  diminished and disappeared.  

Conrmvnlties o t h e r  than  mining towns grew up p r imar i l y  as a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  
s u p p l y ,  and school c e n t e r s ,  such as the present day Salmon, Leadore, 
Lernhi, Tendoy, Baker, Carmen, North Fork and E l l i s .  Such c e n t e r s  of 

1/1570 Census, Idaho Historical Society, Boise, fdaho. - 



e a r l i e r  d a y s  include F o r m y ,  Sunf i r l d ,  Yrarinnvillc . There have been 
a t  Leas t  55 pos t  o f f  ices i n  Lemhi  County th rough  t h e  years. C/ By 
1908 t h e r e  were 25 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  the county.  :/ 

Pfajur Wimpy 
Bo hannon 
Ben Carman 
B. F.  S h a r k e y  
E l i j a h  Xulkey 
Xnthony Hurnback 
Harry Lewis 
Lars Ceer t son  
James L. K i r t l e y  
John Rouse 
b. Baker 
L .  P .  Vithin::tort 
John and Sandy Barrack 
George Thomas 
Same s Ne icewanti er  
John Holbrook 

Wimpy Creek 
Dohannon Creek 
Sawmil l  o n  Carman Creek (now Carmen Creek) 
( o m  of L e e s b u r g  d i s c o v e r y  party) Pattee Creek 
(of  Leesburg  d i scovcry  p a r t y )  YuLXey Creek 
near Carmen b r i d ~ e  
C e e r t s o n  Creek, l a t e r  4 t h  of , J u l y  Creek 
Geer tson Creek 
K i r t l e y  Creek 
K i r t l e y  Cresk 
Ea kfzr 
W i t h h g t o n  Crcck  
Barracks Lane 
N o r t h  Fork 
North  Fork  
near Salmon O t h e r s  n e a r  Salmon ine ludc :  
Tom McCarvey, Michael  Boyle, Lee, John ;I.iurgan, 
Joshua Brown, James Bcattie 

As later as 1936 L a e s b u r ~  w a s  r epo r t ed  to have a b o u t  40 i n h a b i t a n t s ,  and 
a small b o a r d i n g  house t h a t  c o u l d  ateornodate f i v e  o r  s i x  people f o r  
$1.50 per d a y  and up. A t  that t i m e  G i b b o n s v i l l r  had one rooming house 
f o r  a b u u t  t e n  people and around 100 p o p u l a t i o n .  At Fornry  in 1936 one 
ranch took i n  l odge r s  and served meals. I t  could accomodate t en  persons. 
Forney was an o u t f i t t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  pack t r i p s  into t h e  Big Horn Crags. L/ 

Ars i c u l  t u re  

The f i r s t  grazing use by stock in tlle Salmon Xil t ional  F o r e s t  v i c i n i t y  
was by t h e  h o r s e s  of  t h e  I n d i a n s .  A t  times i t  was heavy and concen- 
t r a t e d  i n  t h e  p l a c d s  whe re  t h e y  camped. A t  o t h e r  times i t  was nrg1iqibl .e .  
C c t ~ n e a h w a i t  ' Y  Shoshoni were r e p ~ l t e d  t o  have over 700 horses  i n  1SOS; 
Nez Perce and FLathead also came th rough  on horseback.  

mere was i n t e r m i t t e n t  g r az ing  by  t h e  t r a p p e r s '  horses  a f t e r  1805. They 
of ten followed I n d i a n  trails and at times t h e y  had t o  move t h e i r  camps 

L/Interview with David C. Ainsworth,  Salmon, I d a h o ,  February  2 5 ,  1970.  - 

2 / ~ l i ; z a b e t h  Reed, " F i r s t  S c h o o l  E s t a b l i s h e d  Here i n  Log Cabin ," - 
The Xecorder-Yer;tld, Salmon, Idaho,  Diamond Ann ive r sa ry  I s s u e ,  1961 .  p .4 .  



o r  seek o t h e r  routes because of over grazing by Indian horses o r  those 
o f  previous t r appe r s .  Captain Bonnevi l l r  had t o  move his camp from 
Carmen in %ovember, 1832, not only because game grew scarce, but  because 
the  great numbers of Indian hor se s  and his own had eaten down t h e  forage .  

With gold d i scovery  in 1866 came cont inuous range use. The thousands 
of people  i n  the Leesburg bas in  during those first two years requi red  
horses f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Herdsmen kept  t he  large horse herds  on 
nearby ranges.  Some milk cows were brought i n  and foraged nearby .  A s  
the town o f  Salmon grew, the nearby ranges supplied food for the horses 
and milk cows and then f o r  range c a t t l e .  

Xany of  t h e  e a r l y  cattle i n  the Lemhi  and Salmon River v a l l e y s  came from 
Montana where herds were built up from the p r a c t i c e  of t r ad ing  w i t h  
the  wagon t r a i n s  t r a v e l i n g  the  Oregon Trai l .  Xen from Hontana such 
as John Grant ,  John Jacobs, Caleb  E.  Ervine,  pos s ib ly  Fred Burr,  
Neil XcArthur and o t h e r s  made trips sou th  each summer t o  the Orrgan T r a i l  
t o  t r ade  horses t o  the emigrants  f o r  t h e i r  t i r e d ,  broken down c a t t l r ,  
oxen and horses ,  wh ich  they  drove t o  lush pas tu re s  i n  the Bitterroot 
and Deer Lodge v a l l e y s  f o r  condi t ion ing .  1/ This nearby source made 
c a t t l e  e a s i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  people of The Salmon River area.  Othe r  
c a t t l e  came from Utah, Southwestern Idaho, and Oregon. Some had come 
o r i g i n a l l y  from C a l i f o r n i a  and Texas and were o ld  Spanish  Longhorns. 
Shorthorn c a t t l e  e v e n t u a l l y  predominated, w i t h  some Angus, and the  
longhorn s t r a i n  diminished. Later, Herefords were int roduced.  The 
v a l l e y s  o f  t he  Lrmhi and Salmon rivers proved t o  be very favorab le  f o r  
s t ock  growing. 

The c a t t l e  would be d r i v e n  t o  the mining tamps a s  needed f o r  s l augh te r .  
Small d r i v e s  were made i n  the summer, and toward f a l l  the drives 
would b e  l a r g e r  t o  prw-i .de f o r  the  w i n  t e s  needs. Smoked o r  "jerked" 
meat was i n  common use. A c a t t l e  dr ive  through the  town of Salmon and 
ac ros s  t he  r i v e r  could always be counted an  f o r  a l i t t l e  excitement as 
the c a t t l e  o f t e n  s t rayed through yards  and gardens o r  c lo thes l ines  f u l l  
of newly hung washing. Most of t h e  r u r a l  s e t t l e r s  were stockmen. 
L a r s  Geertson brought i n  c a t t l e  from Utah. It was repor ted  that i n  
the late 1870 ' s  his c a t t l e  ranged from Salmon to Nlchol ia .  He also had 
extensive gardens and furnished Salmon with vegetables ,  f r u i t s  and 
b u t t e r .  John Snook has one af the  earliest brands i n  Idaho t h a t  has been 
i n  continuous use .  The Barrack b r o t h e r s  had large herds ranging from 
K i r t l e y  t o  Wimpy Creeks. E. P. Rippey near Baker imported shorthorn 
c a t t l e  and some f a s t  horses. During the depress ion  o f  the  1S70ts, 
George L. Shoup accepted cattle i n  t r ade  and soon had a l a r g e  herd j u s t  
from t r ade  and natural i n c r e a s e .  Shoup also brought i n  c a t t l e  from 
Utah. In 1876 he sh ipped  800 head of mature steers t o  Chicago, 
trailing them from his range on Lost River t o  t h e  Union P a c i f i c  Railroad 
a t  Green River, Wyoming. The top p r i c e  was 4~ a pound, down t o  Z$$. 2-1 

l/Trieisel, pp. 39-41. - 



In 18863 ana t h e r  s t i i pmcn t  was made, t h i s  t iine f rorn Camas S t a t i o n  on the 
U ta l l -Sor thern  r a i l r o a d ,  by cattlemen Siloup, Yor:;e , H m r ~ w ,  Spaim , Brooks 
and o t h e r s  Erom upper  Lemiz i .  The csmtsinecf he rd  numbered ~ ~ U U Z  1 l O O  
f o u r  t o  r i g h t  y e a r  o l d  steers. l/ in 1882 s e v e r 3 1  thousand ca t t l e  were 
d e l i v e r e d  t o  contrnct  buyers .  

A l l  these yea r s  t h e  cattle rangeif w i d e l y  the year round with L i t t l e  
f e n c i n g  and ail s t o r e d  f eed .  The o n l y  hay produced was a l i t t l e  f u r  the 
milk cows and s a d d l e  horses. The La te  1880's b rough t  a change. In- 
creasing numbers o f  c a t t l e ,  from impor ta t  ion and n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e ,  had 
caught up wi t lh  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s u p p l y  of forage. Ranges were becoming 
depleted. Then cane 3 s e v e r e  w i n t e r  when t he  t e m p e r a t u r e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  

0 as  low L ~ S  6 0  below ze ro .  kfungry stock f r o z e  t o  d e a t h .  X d r y  s p r i n g  
and a season of  poor  grass EolLuwed, t h e n  ano ther  f i e r c e  v in t e r .  Stock-  
m e n  i n  t h e  L e m h i  and Salmon River va l l eys ,  Like those t h s o i ~ g h o u t  trhc 
Rocky M u u n t a i n  west, had no w a y  tu save t h e i r  c a t t l e .  Losses were 
overwh~:!ming. By 1890 the c a t  tlcmen rea l  izijd they cou ld  no longer 
range t h e i r  c a t t l e  t he  year around without: t h e  u s e  of  s t o r e d  f d e d .  
The r a n c h e r s  began t o  a c q u i r e  more land, b u i l d  fences and grow hay  f o r  
w i n t e r  f e e d i n g ,  u s i n g  t h e  h i g h  m o u n t a i n  fo rage  f o r  s m e r  g r a z i n g .  

Everyone was dependent on  horses and pack a n i m a l s  i n  the  earl:! d a y s ,  
whe the r  m i n e r ,  s tockman,  o r  businessnmn. There  were innumerable pack  
s t r i n g s ,  f r e i g h t i n g  o u t f i t s ,  s t o c k  horses and s a d d l e  horses .  Xany 
f i n e  h o r s e s  were  imported s u c h  as a carload of we l l -b red  mares brought 
in from M i s s o u r i  by Lars Geertson in 1875,  along with the s t a l l i o n  
R o b e r t  Lee. An 1890 report  of the Lemhi County a s s e s s o r  g ive s  t h e  
following h o r s e  s t a t i s t i c s :  4 thoroughbred s t a l l i o n s ,  1000 grade  horses, 
and 2390 head of range o r  csyuse? ho r se s .  / 

L i k e  t h e  c a t t l e  i n  the earljr  days, t he  e x t r a  h o r s e s  ranged a t  w i l l ,  
and t h e  nrr t u r a l  increase was great . Soan r a n c h e r s  were expor ting 
horses t o  c e n t r a l  and s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  f o r  work and saddle h o r s e s .  
F r e d  Chase t e l l s  abou t  Snook, Carpenter,  and others  buy ing  horses  Erom 
t h e  I n d i a n s ,  and ca t ch ing  and brandin.:  f e r a l  ho r se s ,  then t r a i l i n g  as 
many a s  1,000 head a t  a t i m e  t o  Red Rock, bfuntarra f o r  shipment on t h e  
t r a i n .  3/ 

Sheep  r a i s i n g  came l a t e r  than  t h e  c a t t l e .  Af ter  t h e  great l o s s e s  of 
cattle i n  t h e  late 1 8 8 0 t s ,  some ca t t l emen turned to  raising shetlp. 
W i t h  l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  of g r a z i n g  t h e  d e p l e t i o n  of t h e  r ange  grew mare 
r a p i d ,  and t i l e r2  was the ust ia l  contention between cat t lemen and sheep- 
men, 



S u p e r v i s o r  George Rentz,  i n  h i s  r e p u r t  E o r  the  F o r e s t  A t l a s  i n  
January,  l$W?, r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  only a g r i c u l  t u r d  p roduc t  w h i c h  w a s  
espozt&ct from the  a r e a  at that t i m e  was t h e  mature beef s t e e r ,  the 
s p r i n g  Lamb o r  mut ton,  and the  matured range  iiorse , a l l  of which 
prov ided  t h e i r  own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  over  t h e  mount,? in roads and t r a i l s  
t o  t h e  r a i l r u a d s .  

B u t t e r  b rough t  a good p r i c e  i n  t h e  mining camps and was c.arried i n  
b y  pack s t r i n g .  I t  was of t e n  packed i n  ten and twenty pound t i n s  and 
scaled i n  b r i n e .  Sa.Lmon d a i r i e s  f o r  a t i m e  s u p p l i e d  Leesbtrrg, Loan 
Creek and t h e  Cus te r  County mines. 

Theril  were c-lxte~rsive g a r d e n s  n e a r  Salmon, which s u p p l i e d  tlzc turn o f  
Salmon, and some producc  w a s  packed in t o  Leesbuzg and o t h e r  rninin:; 
camps. 

Grain w a s  r a i s e d  f o r  l o c a l  milling and  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  Eeed. John and 
Sandy Barrack ope ra t ed  a f l o u r  m i l l  seven miles  eas t  of Salmon, b u i l t  
i n  1872 .  Zn 1886 a g r i s t  m i l l  was b u i l t  on t h e  east edge of Salmon, 
and o p e r a t e d  by  v a r i o u s  peop lc  u n t i l  about  1954. On Hnydcn Creek  
Oltmer and Bol t s  ope ra t ed  a f l o u r  m i l l  from 1910 u n t i l  1933 .  

Some p r i m i t i v e  and ingenious  methods were used t o  harves t  g r a i n  i n  
places where  machinery was i n a c c e s s i b l e .  Fred Chase t e l l s  of  g r a i n  
harvest on Warn Spr ing  Creek sometine be fo re  1900. At t h a t  time Pat  
Brennen awned a ranch on W a r m  S p r i n g  Creek, Dave Edson one on Poison 
Creek, and t he  Chase F a m i l y  on ? IcKim Creek. Brennen and Edson b o t h  
had l a r g e  numbers o f  h o r s e s .  They cou ld  get a b inder  up t o  t h e  Brennen 
ranch on the  o l d  r o a d ,  but c o u l d  n o t  g e t  a horse-drawn thresher up t o  
t h e  ranch.  Edson and Chase hauled t h e i r  g r a i n  durn  t o  the  Brennen 
ranch ,  where there were two round c o r r a l s .  They f i l l e d  a c o r r a l  with 
hor se s ;  had a man Fn t h e  middle on a p o s t  w i th  a w h i p ,  who started the 
ho r se s  around i n  t he  c o r r a l .  Men on t h e  outside pi tched $rain in onto 
the ho r se s  t i l l  i t  was up to t h e i r  shou lde r s .  I n  about two hours  the  
tramping o f  horses th reshed  the  grain, w h i c h  was then cleaned by 3 

f a n n i n g  rni.l.1 run b y  wate r  power. Next  morning t h e y  would s t a r t  i n  
aga in  w i t h  a n o t h e r  biinch of ho r se s .  The h o r s e s  were p r e t t y  g e n t l e  
a f t e r  s u c h  a work n u t .  I t  t o o k  a b o u t  twa weeks t o  th resh  a l l  t h e  
gra in .  

Some sett lers brotlght i n  b e r r i e s  and E r u i t  trees. J e r r y  Fahey,  who ran 
a pack t r a i n  t o  G i b b o n s v i i l e  a f t e r  1 8 7 7 ,  brought i n  crabapple  and 
o l d e r  type apple  and p lum t r e e s ,  gooseberry and currant  bushes, by 
pack s t r i n g .  31 Some of t h e s e  were planted near Gibbonsville,  o t h e r s  
a t  Nor th  Fork b y  G o r g e  Thomas, and some on 4 t h  oE J u l y  Creek by 
Mr. Davis. In 1588, H. A .  Chandler p l an t ed  200 f r u i t  t rees on 

L/<>ear-e Bm t z ,  "Repor t  f o r  Fores t  ~ t l a s  ," January L5, L9O9. - 



W i t h i n g t o n  Creek. By 1907 the Idaho Recorder r c p o r t e d  over 8,000 apple 
trees Erom C;irmen Crcek down the Salmon and u p  t h e  b r t h  Fo rk .  1/ - 

Forest S u p e r v i s o r  B r n t z  r e p o r t e d  i n  1909 ,  "In the northern p a r t  of t h e  
Forest  t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a large amount of f r u i t ,  melons, and t h e  more 
t e n d e r  va r i e t i e s  of vegetables ra ised.  This is a long  t h e  X o r t h  Fork.  
the Salmon R i v e r  and i t s  small t r i b u t a r i e s . .  . . In t h i s  part of t h e  
Forest t h e  demand has  n o t  kept pace w i t h  the s u p p l y ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
f o u r  or  f i v e  years there has been a p l e tho ra  of Earm products i n  t h a t  
sec t ion  of the country."  2 /  He f u r t h e r  r epor t s  t h a t  a wagon road Erom 
Cibbonsvillr t o  t h e  13igh& Basin  i n  Montana was b u i l t  i n  1907 by the 
Forest Service and t h e  coun ty .  T h i s  opened tip market f o r  t h e  farm 
p r o d u c t s  o f  n o r  t h e r n  L,i tmhi C o w  t y  . 
One small i n d u s t r y  i n  t he  Salmon National  Forest wtzicl-1 f l+ourisi.ted for  
a s h o r t  t i m e  d u r i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n  was the making of whiskey i n  i l l i c i t  
stills. However, t h e  exact o u t p u t ,  market  a n d  income Erom t h i s  i n d u s t r y  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  to o b t a i n ,  It i s  known that: t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  stills 
which  produced h i g h  q u a l i t y  wh i skey .  

L / " F r u i t  Inrirts try of  emh hi!" Idaho Recorder ,  Salmon, I d a h o ,  - 
J a n w r y  2 4 ,  1907, p. 1 

z/(;ror?;e Rencz, " ~ ~ ~ ~ r t  f o r  F o r e s t  A t l ~ s , "  January 15, L909, p .  8 .  - 



Indian Trails.  The Salmon River canyon was inaccess ib le  and r iver  
travel considered i m p o s s i b l e  in the  early d a y s ,  y e t  t h e r e  were hundreds  
o f  t r a v e l e r s  through t h e  Salmon N a t i o n a l  Fores t  areas. Even before  
w h i t e  men came, Indians hunted i n  the mountains,  and there  wer,: trails 
used by various t r i b e s  f o r  t r a v e l  t o  good f i s h i n g  areas,  f o r  t r a d i n g ,  
and to t he  b u f f a l o  coi.rntry. Ind ian  trails were n o t  a s  well d e f i n e d  as 
o u r  i n t e r s t a t e  highways,  and t h e  Ind ians  t r ave l ed  by many r o u t e s ,  ye t  
s a m e  t r a i l s  became welL worn and almost legendary. (he  such trail w a s  
t he  o n e  found b y  Xer iwe ther  L e w i s  i n  August, 1805, when he was sesrch- 
i n ?  f o r  Ind ians  and d i s c o v e r e d  a "broad Indian Road" l ead ing  across 
Lemhi Pass. This was a travois t r a i l  worn down by years of u s e  by 
Shoshoni  and a l s o  by  some >Irz Pe rce  and F l a t h e a d  i n  t r a v e l i n g  c a s t  to  
hunt b u f f a l o ,  In rrcrcent years whet1 the Salmon National Fores t  warxed 
t o  mark t h e  r o u t e  o f  L e w i s  and Clark an a t t e m p t  was made t o  f i n d  this 
t r a v o i s  t r a i l .  The search was unsucces s fu l  u n t i l  a s tudy  of a e r i a l  
photographs  revea led  a marked d i f f e rence  in vege t a t i on  a l o n g  a  rou t e  
where, i n  some par t s ,  t h e r e  EzaJ never been  a known road. This 
d i s cove ry  led to the realization the sea rch ing  had been i n  t h e  wrong 
areas,  f o r  t h e  revealed r o u t e  l a y  a l o n g  t h e  r i d g e s ,  o r  d i r e c t l y  down 
a s t reambed o r  g u l l y ,  w i t h o u t  con tour ing  the h i l i s i d e s ,  even i f  t h e  
way l e d  p r e c i p i t o u s l y  up or  down a s t e e p  r i d g e  o r  g u l l y .  The horses  
with a t r a v o i s  could n o t  t ravel  along a  h i l l s i d e  without  t i p p i n g  over 
l oad ;  they had to go directly up or down.g Samuel  Pa rker  r e p e a t e d l y  
mentioned t h i s  aspect of  the Ind i an  Tra i l s  as he t r ave l ed  them wfth t h e  
Nez Perce i n  1835. He d i d  n o t  l i k e  going d i r e c t l y  up o r  down i n s t e a d  
of c o n t o u r i n g .  L/ 

The I n d i a n  t r a i l  northward Erom Salmon t o  North Fork becarne t h e  e a r l y  
pack t r a i l ,  leading above t h e  Salmon River c l i f f s  to Carmen, up 
Tower  Creek and a c r o s s  t h e  h i l l s  past 4 t h  of July Creek,  Wagonhsmer 
Creek,  Big Silverlead and down T r a i l  G u l c h  t o  the Xorth F o r k ,  t h u s  
avoiding a p a r t  o f  t he  Salmon R i v e r  canyon too p r e c i p i t u u s  f u r  t ravel .  
I t  a1,su avoided a rLver c r o s s i n g .  

The Flathead Ind i ans  Eram t h e  B i t t e r r o o  t V a l l e y  came over t o  t h e  Salmon 
t o  f i s h ,  usually t r a v e l i n g  up  t h e  West Fork of t h e  Bitterroot River. 
From there they cane down t o  t h e  Salmon River  by way of Squaw Creek 
o r  Ind i an  Creek,  o r  down Hughes Creek t o  the North Fark .  T h i s  l a s t  i s  
p robab ly  t h e  trail missed by the  Lewis and C l a r k  guide,  o l d  Toby, when 
he l e d  t h e  p a r t y  on  up  t h e  k r t h  Fork  w i t h  no t r a i l  a t  a l l ,  and f i n a l l y  
confessed he  had missed the  creek h e  had intended t o  fo2low. These 
same trails were used by the  Nez Perce who came from t h e  west. I n  
1835 when Samuel Parker was guided westward by t h e  Nez Perce, t h e  
probable rou t e  was up Hughes Creek and an w e s t  on one of t h e  sou thern  
t r a i l s  o f  t h e  Nez Perce .  Yany mi le s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  d i v i d e  t ra i l  between 

1 / A .  R .  Bevan, Enpincer ,  formerly w i t h  t h e  Salmon Na t iona l  Forest - 
2fGlcnn Thompson - 



the d r t t i n n ~ c s  o f  t he  SnLmon River  and t h e  !Jest Fork of t h e  Bit terroot 
River are p r o b a b l y  p a r t  o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  I n d i a n  t r o iL .  A f t e r  g o l d  
d i s c o v e r y ,  one of  these sou the rn  Xez P m x e  t r a i l s  became a f re igh t  
artcry f o r  pa rk  t r a i n s  batween L e w i s t o n ,  Idaho and Viry i -n i s  C i t y ,  
Nun tana . 

A well known ear ly  Ind ian  trail l e d  f r o m  Salmon up the  e a s t  s i d e  of 
t he  Salmon River t o  t h e  Pahsineru i .  T h i s  t r a i l  was ahout a m i l 2  back 
from t h e  r iver  and up  t o  a b o u t  2000 f e e t  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  r iver .  

Ind ians  had a system o f  b l azes  by  w h i c h  they used t a  f i n d  trails i n  
d i f f i i c u l t  places. Followtng are s o m e  I n d i a n  t r e e  t r a i l  bl-naes common 
in centra l  Idaho, as observed by Glenn Thompson, former s t~pervisur  o f  
t h e  Salmon Nat i ona l  F o r e s t .  

River f o r d  . 
5 t o  6 f t .  High 

Camp S i t e  

C l i a b  Left 
Canyon Bottom 

C l i m b  R igh t  
Canyon Bo t tam 

Down L e f t  
Ridge o r  Sadd le  

Down Righ t  
Ridge of Saddle 

T r a i l  F o r k s  
Canyon Bottom 

Trail  Forks  
Ridge Top 

These  b lazes  were made by c u t t i n %  o r  pounding t h e  o i l  ter 
tlrr;?. des ign .  The i n s i d e  bark and cambium l a t e r  d r i e d  and £311 of its 
own accord. There arc a few whrre t he  dead bark persisted t o  Leave an 
i nden t a t i on  t h e  shape o f  t h e  blaze. 

Rock cai rns  w e r r .  u s e d  whrre trees wer? noC available. The Cop r o c k  
served to d i r ec t  t h e  t raveler .  



P r o s p e c t o r s  and p a c k e r s  o f t 2 n  u s e d  early I n d i a n  t r a i l s  in t h e i r  t ravels .  
T r a i l s  became life-lines between s u p p l y  c e n t e r s  and t h e  mining cnmps. 
From S R ~ R K ~  t h e s e  t r a i l s  fanned o u t  t o  vnr io1 . l~  cnmps. One lcd un from 
the west hank of t h e  Salmon, o v e r  t h e  Ler sburg  h i l l  and down i n t o  
Lersbrlrg b a s i n .  Another  went up  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of the  Salmon and up Lake 
Creek,  s o u t h  aiong the r i d g e ,  down i n t o  Prairie B a s i n ,  to S i l v e r  Creek,  
Mryers Cove, and Loon Creek.  Yellowjacket was s u p p l i e d  by this r o u t s ,  
or £rum Chal l is  by w a y  o f  Xorgan Creek ,  o r  from Salmon by way  of 
Leesbur:. O t h e r  trails led o v e r  Lrmhi Pass t o  t h e  U i r ~ i n i a  Ci ty  c o u n t r y .  
which was a l s o  reached Erom Cibbonsvillr by  a trail up Dahlonega Creek.  
An e a r l y  day t r a i t  t o  Leesburg from >Ion tam forded t h e  Salnwn River o r  
c rossed  on Si lo to 's  f e r r y  b e l o w  Xorth Fork  and Led up t h e  mounta in ,  
a tong Nnpolecm r i d g e  and on  t o  Xnpias Crcek.  

t*iherevcr t h e r e  was a mine,  there soon was n t r a i l ,  and o f t e n  'Later a 
road.  A mine on  Bohannon Creek was i n  a p l ace  too pracipitaus t o  reach 
w i t h  pack animals. The gold ore was "high-graded" and wrapped in 
g r e e n  cowhide, t i e d  t i g h t l y  and rollcd down t o  t h e  canyon bot tom.  From 
there i t  was Loaded on a pack s t r i n g .  

During the  p e r i o d  of g r e a t e s t  popu l a t i on  and p r o d u c t i o n  i n  Leesbnrg 
a l l  s u p p l i e s  came b y  p a c k s t r i n g  u s u a l l y  from Fort Ben ton ,  Xontana ,  
o r  from WalLa Walla and Lewis ton,  branct i ing  o f f  t h e  trail.  t o  
Virginia C i  t y , ?Ion t a m .  

Some e a r l y  day packers i n  t h e  Salmon Forest  area were: I ra  TingLey, 
Wm. Bryan, Dan Hire,  Mart Newcomb, Ezra O r n ,  J e s u s  Erquetes, 
Beagle Brothers, Jim Wood, Eli Xinert and George l-lyde, Cap Milliams and 
sons Lke, Henry and Tom w i t h  LJeff Riggs.  F red  P h i l l i p s  and David McScttt 
packed s u p p l i e s  i n t o  Leesburg as e a r l y  as t h e  f a l l  of  1866 and s t a r t e d  
a s t o r e  t h e r e .  They operated a u n i q u e  free d e l i v e r y :  t h e i r  burros could  
be loaded with an order and driven by  t h e  purchaser to  h i s  cabin where 
he would unpack the burrows and turn them back toward home t o  r e t u r n  by  
themselves .  

Joe Ske l  ton, J-im Hayden, and k n r y  L e a t h e r n a n  packed supplies t o  
Leesbrrrg from t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  and Bannack. L a t e r  these three f r e i g h t e d  
w i t h  wagons and oxen. Skelton was severely injured by a s teer  he was 

t r y i n g  to  yoke up  to h i s  f r e i g h t  wagon. L/ 
Packers W. W. Slavin and C h a r l e s  Spinney s u p p l i e d  the Shoup mines and 
packed o u t  gold. Another Shoup pack train was run by Campfield, 
Wallace S t .  Clair packed b u l l i o n  from t h e  Kenturk  mine a t  Shoup to  
Red Rock, Hontana. He u s u a l l y  took  n r o u t e  d i f f e r e n t  Erom the preced ing  
trip t o  confuse p o s s i b l e  h o l d u p  m m .  / Jerry Fnhey packed into 
Gibbonsville and also ran a store t h e m .  We r e c a l l &  one Christmas 
season when supp l i e s  were g r t t b g  low. The women i n  town wanted f l o u r  

l / S l ~ o u p ,  H i s t o r y  of Lrmhi Counry, p. 13-14. - 

l / l n t r r v i r w  wirli H e r b  S t .  Clsir , Salmon, Idaho, Xay 1, llb9. - 



f o r  Christmas b a k i n g  and were happy  t o  see t h e  pac!c t r a i n  from 
Walla Zv'alla a r r i v i n g .  When the p a c k s  were unloaded, therc. was no 
f lour - -on ly  wh i skey .  Fahey r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  packer  lrf t town 
hurriedly t o  escape t h e  w r a t h  o f  t h e  women. L/ 'in J u l y ,  1878, 
Jerry Fshe;qfs pack train to Gibbonsville was attacked by Ind i ans  on 
S l e e p i n g  C h i l d  Creek i n  X'lontana. The Indians took p a r t  o f  the cargo, 
w h i c h  had been unloaded f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  and drove o f f  thc pack mulc?s. 
Fahey  e s c a p e d .  2 /  - 
The S teen B r o t h e r s  operated t h e i r  own train af trr a c q u i r i n g  the Yel low 
Jacket: mine and mill. Dick Johnson a l s o  serviced t h e  Yellow Jacket 
mint b y  pack  train. He r a n  75 pack a n i m a l s .  Jim ldocld a t  the mouth of 
I lat  Creek w a s  repor ted  t o  hsvs over LOO pack animxls  i n  his s t r i n g .  

Jack  McGivney, f a t h e r  of Lar ry  ?IcCi-mey of Sa lmon,  packed in t o  
Thunder ?.fountain from Salmoa.  We had a place a t  the  mouth of  Loon C r a k .  

Ejal CJlast. and Truman itL;ndri?ws moved t h e  s t e e l  boom t o  Moose Creek f o r  
t h e  dredgin:; o p e r a t i o n  there .  The boom had been brought t o  Salmon 
from Red RocIi b y  w a y  o f  J u n c t i o n  because  t h e  Agency Creek road had too  
many bend:; t o  accomodate i t .  Fred and Dan Chase and Frank Andrews 
h e l p e d  t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  a c t i n g  as swarnprrs to keep the h o r s e s  moving. 
They used 36 h u r s e s ,  t a k i n g  s e v e r a l  days t o  g e t  t h e  boom from Salmon 
up t h e  Leesburg hill. They went s t r a i g h t  up t h e  h i l l .  From t h e  top  
t hey  took i t  along t h e  r i d g e  t o  Moose Creek.  ;?/ 

Wah Sing ,  Chinese merchant ,  owned h i s  own packstring, operated b y  
Ch inese .  Boise Sam, a n o t h e r  Ch inese  o p e r a t e d  a f r e i g h t  o u t f i t .  41 
Some or' t h e  packers l a t e r  t u r n e d  to  f r e i g h t i n g  with wagons pu l l ed  by 
o:<eil, mules or h o r s e s .  

Wagon Roads. The c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  t r a n s - c o n t  i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d  
i n  1869 made i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  b r i n g  F re igh t  b y  wagon from t h e  r a i l h e a d  
a t  C o r i n n s ,  Utah, which supplicd Salmon and w e s t e r n  Xontana. There 
were no c u n s t r r ~ c t e d  roads ,  and t r a v e l  was slow and d i f E i c u l t .  By 1879 
the Utah-Xor t i l r r n  reached Camas S t a t i o n ,  n r a r  prcsen t Dubois , s h o r t e n i n g  
t h e  wagon f r e i g h t  rou te  t o  Salmon. By 1587 a wagon r o u t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
from Salmon t o  Red Rock, Nontann by way of  Agency Creek  and Lemhi Pass. 
The stage went t h rough  d o i l y  i n  1 2  hours.  Leaving e i t h e r  Salmon or 
Red Rock at 6 a.m. t h e  passengers would cover t h e  71  miles by 6 p.m. 
E .  Nashold w a s  mail c a n t r a c t o r  and owned the s t a g e  l i n e .  The d i n n e r  

L / ~ n t e r v i r w  w i t h  Fay Brunk, Salmon, Idaho ,  A p r i l  30 ,  1969. - 
2/"The Xurdr r  P a r t y ,  " New North-Nest , Deer Lodge, Xontana, August - 
2 ,  1879 ,  q u o t i n g  from Xisvoulisn e x t r a s  of J u l y  18 and 1-9, 1878. I t  
was thought t h e s e  same I n d i a n s  had e a r l i e r  k i l l e d  2 men nrar P h i l l i p s b u r g .  

3/Pred Chase 
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or midway s t a t i o n  was a t  C a l d s p r i n g s ,  owned and conducted by 
Mr. and Mrs. W .  W. Sunderl in .  _1! 

George Eldridge repor ted  i n  1894 t h a t  t h e  Salmon River  above Salmon 
C i t y  had r e c e n t l y  been opened by a portion of the S t a t e  Wagon Road. / 

Some of the  e a r l y  freighters were: Charles and George Cockre2.1, 
S i  Lindsay,  Jobn Snauk, John Wheeler, P r a i m  Mithington. E. Hasholds 
and "Red" McDonald operated a s t a g e  l i n e  from Salmon t o  Camas S t a t i o n  
on the Helena-Salt Lake wagon road, la ter  on the Gtah-Yorthern 
railroad. Dan Chase drove stage t o  Red Rock using a s i x  horse team. 
Ferr i l  Tarry drove stage t o  Red Buck w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  and Later  drove  
stage t o  Leeshurg .  By 1895 a wagon road was completed from Salmon t o  
Forney, through Leesburg, reaching wtthin L2 miles of Ye l lowjacke t  
mining camp. 

Fred Ramay recalls it used t o  be a three  day t r i p  from Salmon to the 
Rabbit Foot mine an Silver Creek, in a Concord coach with four  horses. 
Mont Caldwell owned t h e  stage l i n e ,  which c a r r i e d  mail, passengers 
and freight . The r a u t e  w a s  the o l d  t ee sbu rg  road s t r a i g h t  up t h e  h i l l  
west of Salmon, w i t h  l u n c h  a t  t he  Mountain House wel l  up t h e  Salmon 
s i d e ,  whi le  the  horses r e s t e d .  The first n igh t  was spent a t  the 
Laesburg h o t e l  whose proprietor was Xrs. Mahoney, mo t h s r  of Marion 
Mahoney of t h e  Forest Service. The second day d inne r  s t o p  was a t  
Leacock's ranch a t  the  mouth of Napias Creek,  with t h e  second night 
at Forney, which was the end of the stage r au te .  From there the  t r i p  
w a s  finished by  buckboard. 2/ 

In the e a r l y  days t h e r e  was a "winter road" o v e r  Lost Trail from 
Gfbbonsvi l le .  The c o u n t r y  was too rough f o r  a summer road, bu t  in 
the win te r  when the  snow was deep and covered the  hales and boulders ,  
horses could pull sleighs over this winter  road.  This was in use in 
the  1890's. - 4 /  Winter roads  were a l s o  used f o r  e a r l y  day logging. 

The wagon road up Ind ian  Creek t o  Ulysses from t h e  Salmon River was 
built by the county and by s u b s c r i p t i o n  about 1901. 

During the rush  to Thunder Mountain i n  1901, the fo l lowing  appeared 
i n  the Recorder-Herald : 

F. W. Vogler,  gene ra l  manager of the Redrock, Salmon City and 
Gibboasville stage l i n e ,  was i n  town Monday and s t a t e s  t h a t  h i s  
line i s  making all arrangements f o r  t he  handling o f  t he  great 
crowd of people which, it is expected, will rush to the wonderful 

l f l e m h i  Herald,  Salman, Idaho, J u l y  2 ,  1908 ,  p .  1. - 

4 / J a e  Gaut ie r .  - 



quartz  d i s c o v c r i c s  r e c e n t l y  made i n  the  Thunder > f o u n t a i n  d i s t r i c t  
i n  Idaho, a b o u t  100 miles front  Salmon C i t y .  He can casil;? handle 
25 - 50 passensers e m h  day, hav-iny ten f o u r - h o r s c  Concord coaches 
and f o u r  s ix-horse Concords t o  do i t  w i t h .  i3e w i l l  be  able t o  
l a n d  passengers w i t h i n  50 mi.lcs of  Thunder Xoimtain a t  Y t ; l l o w  .lacke t , 
from which po in t  the journey must b e  made by  pack o u t f i t s .  I/ - 

The uLd road to t h e  Big H o l e  from C i b b o n s v i l l 2 ,  over Dahlonegn, took a 
good team t o  h a u l  2rA.f a ton over .  The Rose b r o t h e r s  used t o  t a k e  f r u i t  
o v e r  i t .  They  would have t o  take two teams t o  g e t  t o  t h e  top .  Pas- 
sen5;ers t r a v e l e d  i n  Concord coaches w i t h  four-horse  teams. The road 
over  the h i t 1  w a s  ve ry  s t eep ;  g o i n g  down h i l l  t h e  dr ivers  t i e d  trccs 
tu rile b a c k s  oE t h e  coaches and heLd the  h o r s e s  back as much as 
p o s s i b l e .  ;/ [n 1907 the Fo re s t  Service and the county c o o p e r ~ t r d  in 
b u i l d i n g  a better W , X ~ I I  road up Dahlonega frorn C i b b o n s v i l l e  t o  t l~e  Big 
Hole Basi-n. A f t e r  t h e  wagon road was  built, Tom Barber Erc igh tcd  f r o m  
GibbonsviLle  t o  tile BBtg Hole with a j e r k  l i n e .  31 The e a r l y  s t age  frorn - 
Salmon t o  C i b b u n s v i l l e  was a wagon. In winter t h e y  changed from wagon 
t o  s l e i g h s  at E3g12 S t a t i o n ,  now known as  t h e  Duncan p l a c e ,  and atso 
c a l l e d  Red R i i t t i ? .  &/ 

Ross T o b i a s  de sc r i bed  the f r e i g h t e r s '  o u t f i t s  t h a t  s e r v i c e d  thc mines 
on Yankee Fork  and Loon Creek :  the f r e i g h t e r s  ust,irrlly used f o u r ,  six 
o r  e i g h t  h o r s e s  accord ing  to t h e  l o a d .  Sometimes mare teams were 
u s e d ,  b u t  go ing  t o  the mines t h e  curves made it h a r d  t o  use  more. They 
u s u a l l y  p u l l e d  t w o  wagons and a camp wagon. In s t e e p  p l a c e s  t h e y  
would take of f  one wagon, p u l l  the  o t h e r  t o  t h e  t o p ,  t hen  go back f o r  
the one t h e y  left. They were kept busy  h a u l i n g  coke i n  and  o r e  out. 5-/ 

An tmusua l  method of ore h a u l i n g  w a s  t h e  " i r o n  monstcr" used by the 
Dubois Salmon T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Company. This  company was organized by 
the  b a c k e r s  o f  lead mines in the  Gilmore area t o  h a u l  o r e  ove r  70 m i l c s  
t o  t h e  railroad a t  Dubois .  They  used a t r a c t i o n  wagon: a steam engine 
with c l e a t e d  mctal w h e e l s  which r a n  on l a n d ,  c a p a b l e  of p u l l i n g  f o u r  
c a r s ,  each Loaded w i t h  1 5  tons o f  o re .  The g r e a t  t r a c t o r  ran day and 
n i g h t  and  t o o k  f o u r  d a y s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The t r i p  was masrly 
down t r i l l  through sage-brush land .  The o f f -du ty  crew s lept  i n  a sheep 
wagon a t  t h e  end of t h e  t r a i n .  T h i s  method o f  moving t h e  ore from 
Gilmore was used  sometime af ter  1906. &/ 

l / ~ e c o z d e r  H e r a l d ,  Salmon,  Idaho ,  December, 1901, - 
2 f J o e  Cautier. - 
3/Werb St. - Clair 

4 / I n t e s v i r w  w i t h  Bessie Cannon & Frances D o n t a n ,  Salmon, Idaho,  A p r i l  30 ,  1965 - 
5/Xnterview w i t h  Ross T o b i a s ,  SaLaan, fdafm,  X a y  2 7 ,  1970 .  - 
6 / " S p u r t  in Cilnore Recalls Xu-Ra i l  I r on  Nonsttx, I '  The S a l t  Laki! Tribtrne,  - 
January 1 4 ,  1 9 5 2 ,  p. 13. 



The b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  GiLmore and P i t  t sburg  r a i l r o a d  t u  Gilmoze and 
Salinon from Armstead, Montana, in 1910, and devclc.>prnr;nt of auto  
t r a n s p o r t  and b e t t e r  roads b r o u g h t  a g r a d u a l  end t o  la rge  scale 
f r e i g h t i n q  b y  wagon. A survq7 of stage .Lines in the area in 19t7 . 
listed the f o l i o w i n g :  

Salmon-Forney Stage Line : 
2 wagons 
4 s p r i n g  wagons 
1 s tage-coach 

Fare: Salmon - Lcesbusg,  $ 2 . 5 0 ;  Salmon - Leacock, $3.50 - Salmon - B l a c k b i r d ,  $4.00; Salmon - sornep ,  $5.09,  

C h a L  Lf s - Gib  bonsv ille S tage Company : 
2 wagon5 
6 s p r i n g  wagons 
1 stage-coach 
3 a u t o s  

F a r e :  Salmon - ' X o r t h  Fork,  $2.50 
Salmon - C i b b o n s v i l l e ,  $3.50 ' 

Salmon - Ulysses , $ 4 .  OQ 
Salmon - I n d i a n o l a ,  $3.50 
Salmon - Challis, $6.00 
Salmon - Ellis, $4.00 L/ 

In 3917 t h e r e  were 73  automobiles i n  Lemhi County, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
fo l lowing  1 5  d i f f e r e n t  companies i n  o r d e r  of  their q u a n t i t y :  Ford,  Dodge, 
Overland,  ChaLmers , Haxwe 11, Dart , Buick ,  S tudebaker ,  C a d i l l a c  , Premier ,  
Velie , C h e v r o l e t  , Hupmobile , Oakland, Apperson . L/ 
The au tomobi le  had n o t  y e t  "taken over" however, f o r  the same survey 
r e p o r t e d  7 motorcyc les ,  1048 d r a f t  horses ,  2599 saddle horses, 2174 
pack horses, and 1073 wagons. 

R a i l r o a d s .  During the y e a r s  of the txpansion of  the r a i l r a a d s  i n t o  t h e  
west, there was r a i l r o a d  t a l k  .and a c t i v i t y  i n  almost every p a r t  oE t h e  
w e s t ,  as d i f f e r e n t  r a i l r o a d  companies surveyed r o u t e s ,  and' s e t t l e r s  3 .  

contemplated t h e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  of some r a i l r o a d  reaching t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t .  

The completion of  the  Union Pac i f i c  Rai l road in 1869 changed t he  d i r e c t i o n  
of the supply lines i n t o  t h e  Salmon River  a r e a .  Before this d a t e ,  
supplies were brought  i n  by pack string f r o m  Walla Walla, Washingtun 
and F o r t  Benton, Montana. A f t e r  t h e  dx iv ing  of the  Union Pacff i c  golden 
spike marking t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  Union P a c i f i c  r a i l road  a t  Promontory 
Point, Utah, i n  ?fay 1869, f r e i g h t e r s  could reach t h e  Salmon River area 
w i t h  wagons, loaded with s u p p i i e s  from t h e  r a i l h e a d  a t  Corinne,  Utah .  

l./Dana Park inson ,  Forest Supervisor, "Reconnaissance R e p o r t  f o r  the  - 
X i l i t a r y  Lnformntion ~ i v - i s i o n , "  19l.7. 



Isaac Stevens had conducted railway surveys across nor thern  Idaho i n  
1855. The Northern Pacific, hoping f a r  a shorter  r o u t e ,  decided 
f u r t h e r  surveys sltovld b e  made and c h i e f  engineer  A .  Milnor Roberts 
assigned Col. W. W. DeLacy the t a s k  of surveying a r o u t e  down t h e  
Salman River t o  tewiston, in 1872. The SaLmon Xivex rou t e  a t  trac tea 
a t t en t ion  f o r  several reasons: a) i t  would b e  on wa te r  grade while 
pass ing  through t h e  rugged mountainous area west af t h e  Cont inen ta l  
D i v i d e ,  b )  t h i s  r o u t e  would avoid the  problem of winter snow s l i d e s  i n  
mountainous c o u n t r y  because t h e  snow fall at the r iver  level was 
known t o  be slight, c)  this r o u t s  was assumed t o  be s h o r t e r  than the 
one through nor tharn Idaho. 

Col. DeLacy supervised t h e  b u i l d i n g  of fotir boats  at Salmon, arid wtth a 
totnl p a r t y  of  2 5 ,  s t a r t e d  t h e  survey down the r iver an  June 15. They 
ran the survey on the s o u t h  side of the  Salmon River ,  crossing t o  t h e  
north s i d e  seven miles above the mouth of the South F o r k ,  and reached 
Lewiston on November 1 6 ,  1 8 7 2 ,  f i v e  manths a f t e r  s t a r t i n g  from Salmon. 
They were able  t o  survey a cont inuous Line of levels from Salman City 
to within two miles o f  Snake River, a distance of 248  miles, the average 
gradc o f  the r i v e r  being only 12 .22  feet per  mile, A t  Sou th  Fork 
Col.  DeLacy and Col. Long made t he  t r i p  i n  t o  Warrens Ear supp l i e s  and 
m a i l  and Col. DeLacy reported t h a t  i t  tmuld be  a slow rou te  because 
of t h e  c o n t i n u a l  curves, and a rough route due t o  the rugged canyon 
o f  the Salmon River. 

The o t h e r  end of the Salmon River route also presented d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  
getting over  the C o n t i n e n t a l  Divide.  The Big Hole Pass was one o f  the  
contemplated r a u t e s .  Another s e r i a u s  ob j ec t ion  to  t h e  Salmon River 
route was t h a t  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of approximately 3Q0 miles the  l i n e  could 
not be reactled at intermediate points w i t h  wagons o r  steamboats sa as  
t o  provide s u p p l i e s  and m a t e r i a l s  f o r  the building contrac tors .  The 
rugged canyon also i nd i ca t ed  a l a c k  of markets and p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  t o  
be  served by the l i n e  .l/ 

In 1908 the re  was t a l k  of an  e l e c t r i c  raikwap from Tdaho F a l l s  t o  Salmon 
and a s u b s c r i p t i o n  fund was s t a r t e d  i n  Salmon. 21 

The railroad which f i n a l l y  reached Salmon was t h e  Cilmore and P i t t s b u r g ,  
b u i l t  f ron Armstead, Montana, on t h e  Oregon Short Line,  westward through 
Bannock Pass t o  Leadore, w i t h  a run south t o  G k l m o r e  and north to 
Salfnan. A group of P i t t s h u r g ,  Pennsylvania business men, under the  
direction of the Morthem P a c i f i c  Railway, i nco rpa ra t ed  the r a i l r o a d  i n  
Idaho and Xontana i n  1907. The p r e s i d e n t  of the group, W ,  F. N c C u t c h e ~ n ,  
was a l s o  president  of t h e  Gilmore Hining Company of Gilmore . The an- 
nounced purpose of  the road was t o  service the Gilmre mines and the 

1/1daha S i g n a l ,  J u l y  through November, 1872.  - 
?/The Lemhi H e r a l d ,  November 19, 1908 and December 3 ,  L908. 



t own  o f  Salmon, b u t  plans had been forslulated f o r  a water grade rou t e  
on Erom Salmon t o  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  followinq down t h e  Salmon, Snake and 
CoLumbia r i v e r s .  Surveying was done i n  1907 and 1'308. Track laying 
began i n  1909. One of  t h e  e a r l y  d u t i e s  of t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  Rangers 
i n  t h e  upper Lemhi was marking t imber  f o r  r a i l r o a d  t ies ,  and instructin: 
choppers how t o  p i l e  b r u s h .  On ?fay 1 8 ,  1910, t h e r e  was a c e l e b r a t i o n  
i n  Salmon upon t h e  arr ival .  o f  t h e  f i r s t  passenger t r a i n .  Regular  
passenger s e r v i c e  was soon started, l e av ing  Salmon at 6:30  a.m., a r r i v i n g  
a t  Arms tad  a t  11:15 p .m. ,  t r a v e l i n g  the L O 0  milrs in less t h a n  six 
hours .  The r e t u r n  t r i ?  l e f t  Armstead a t  2:30 p.m., schedu led  t o  reach 
Salmon a t  7 : 30 p  . m. The t r a i n  handled p a s s e n g e r s ,  m a i l  and f r e i g h t .  
Ore shipped Erom Gi lmore  sometimes amounted t o  t h r e e  cars a day .  

Surveys were made down the r i v e r .  In Wnrch, 1908, e n g i n e e r s  T .  li. Bacon 
and C h a r l e s  NcClung had made a reconnaissance tour  down t h e  Salmon River .  
Capta in  Harry Guleke and Dave S a n d i l a n d s  p i l o t e d  them by boat t o  
Lewiston. Dur ing  1910,  s i l r v e y i n g  down the r i v e r  cont inued.  Men 
r e p o r t e d  t h e y  had t o  hang Erom t h e  c l i f f s  by cables  to  make the s u r v e y  
and t h e y  expected the r a i l r o a d  would have t o  do t he  same. A t  one 
time t h e r e  were enough m a t e r i a l s  i n  Salmon t o  b u i l d  t h e  b r i d g e  across 
t h e  river and con t inue  o n ,  b u t  o r d e r s  came t o  stop all f u r t h e r  work.l/ 

Later t h e  Northern P a c i f i c  took  over t h e  l i n e .  Business had dwindled 
and a c u t b a c k  was made i n  equipment. Though mine shipments had d e c l i n e d ,  
business remained f a i r l y  stable through the 1 9 2 0 ' ~ ~  w i t h  c a t t l e  and 
sheep  shipments a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  h a l f  of  t he  annual bus iness .  The depress ion  
signaled the end of the r a i l r o a d .  W. H. B i c h l e r  w a s  a b l e  to keep i t  
o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  existing equipment and t r ack  rhrough t he  1930 's .  The 
tri-weekly mixed t r a i n  wh ich  had operated i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  was replaced 
by a rail passenger c a r .  The f r e i g h t  t r a i n  operated only once a week 
e x c e p t  in s u m e r  and fall when more runs were needed f o r  shipping 
l i v e s t o c k .  In 1939 t h e  l i n e  was i n s p e c t e d  and d e c l a r e d  u n s a f e  f o r  
ope ra t i on .  By then t h e  remaining equipment cons i s t ed  of two l o c o m o t i v e s ,  
a g a s  e l e c t r i c  passenger  car ,  a r o t a r y  snow plow and 31 f r e i g h t  cars,  
a l l  i n  poor cond i t i on .  In May of 1939, r a i l r o a d  s e r v i c e  s t o p p e d .  In 
t h e  f a l l  of 1 9 4 0 ,  the locomotives were s t a r t e d  up and worked t h e i r  way to  
Armstead, picking up  t h e  t r a c k  behind them. 2/ 

Former Salmon F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r  S . C . Scr ibne r  (1918-1926) r e l a t e d  a 
s t o r y  about t h e  s u r v e y o r s  going down t h e  r iver i n  1910. A family l i v i n g  
on Owl Creek, which was then far below t h e  end of  t h e  road,  i n q u i r e d  what 
t h e  surveyors were d o i n g .  Upon l e a r n i n g  t h e y  were s u r v e y i n g  f o r  a r a i l -  
road,  t h e  w i f e  i n s t r u c t e d  her  husband t o  s tar t  cutting poles t h a t  

l/Corrrspondence from E .  R. Lambert and Harold Borovec, Cbehal is ,  - 
Washington ,  February,  1970. Ms. Lambert was a Locomativr mechanic a t  
Leadore f r o m  1910-1914, and 1922-1934. 

2 - IN. R.  !icCee, quoted i n  Recorder-iierald, August 2 9 ,  1968. 



afternoon t o  nake a fence between t h e  liouse and the ra i l road.  She was  
n u t  going t o  have h e r  c h i l d r e n  run aver by a trai.n, No whistles havlz 
y e t  been hea rd  down t h e  Salmon River. L/ 

Salmon River Travel. - T h e  Salmon River, f o r  which t h e  town and t h e  
X a t i o n a l  Forest a r e  named, runs a long  or through t h e  Salmon N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t  f o r  over one hundred miles. Unlike many of  the rivers of thLt 
e a s t e r n  Cni tad  S t a t e s  and Canada, the  Salmon was never used extensively 
as a highway becatise it i s  s w i f t ,  t u r b u l e n t ,  and dangerous.  

L e w i s  and C l a r k  i n  1805 hoped t o  t ravel  down the Salmon i n  canoes and C l a r k  
espLored i t  f o r  n e a r l y  40 m i l e s  be low Salmon, f ina l ly  d e c i d i n g  t h e  Indians 
were correct i r z  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the impassable  r i w ~ r .  

'Che f i r s t  known a t t e m p t  t o  boat the Salmon Rive r  comes from t h e  d i a r y  of 
John Work, who Led a tiudson Bay f u r  b r i gade  i n t o  Idaho i n  1831-32. Tiley 
camped n e a r  what i s  now Salmon, Idaho,  on March 2 5 ,  1832. The next  day 
Work s e n t  f o u r  men down t h e  Salmon giver with one small skin canoc, t o  
hunt  t h e  r iver  to F o r t  Walla Walla. They were l i s t e d  a s  L. Boisdnc,  
h Drlmaris, N. Plants, and 3.  L a u r i n .  tie expected t h e y  would have. a good 
hunt because  t h i s  p a r t  of t he  r i v e r  was not known t o  have ever been 
hunted by whi tes .  Work and t h e  r e s t  of h i s  p a r t y  continued u p  t h e  
Salmon River, t r a p p i n g  through the mountains t o  the P a y e t  t e  and Weiser 
r i ve r s ,  and r e a c h i n g  F o r t  Walla ldalla on J u l y  1 9 ,  1832.  Here he found 
that 3 f .  PLante and A. Dumaris had drowned on t h e  t r i p .  The canoe was 
too smll t o  carry  the  men and their baggage also, so the men had taken 
t u r n s ,  w i t h  two walking w h i l e  two rode the r i v e r .  The survivors  d i d  na t  
see t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  but on ly  found the f l o a t i n g  p a d d l e s ,  and were l e f t  
without any food o r  supplies. They had been descending the r iver  over 
30 days when t h e  accident occur red .  Con t ra ry  to  expec t a t i ons ,  t h e y  
found no beaver. Nez Perce Ind i ans  a s s i s t e d  the s u r v i v o r s .  2-/ 

E a r l y  miners used the Salmon R i v e r  t o  f l o a t  mining equipment and s u p p l i 2 s  
down from Salmon t o  wherever they  were mining a long t h e  r i v e r .  John MeKay 
and Ben Ludwig were  two of these ear ly  r i v e r  travelers. They  worked 
separately but are r e p o r t e d  t o  have been on t h e  r i v e r ,  p o s s i b l y  as ear ly  
a s  1867. They bu iL t  t h e i r  boats  a t  S a l m n ,  and each f loa ted  down t o  h i s  
c la ims .  There the craft would b e  torn  apart and the materials used at 
t h e  claim. When the s u p p l i e s  were gone t h e  miners would walk back up t o  
Salmon, b u i l d  a n o t h e r  boat and float down w i t h  more supp l i e s .  Local  
b e l i e f  i s  t h a t  John XcKay may have been  t h e  f i rs t  man t o  descend the 
r iver  by boa t  from Salmon t o  Lewiston, perhaps i n  1 8 7 2 ,  T h i s  d a t e  
and the nma  J .  N. McKay a r e  found on a  rock  near Cove Creek, below 
Shoup , 

l / C h a r l r s  D .  Simpson and E .  R .  Jackman, B l a z i n g  Fores t  Trails  - 
(Galdwel l ,  Idaho : Caxton P r i n t e r s ,  L t d  . , 1967)  , p . 3 2 4 .  



Vhen hard  r o c k  min ing developtnent s t a r t e d  near  Shoup, a round  1882, t h u r r  
wer2 no roads i n t o  t h a t  area. A l l  miners ,  t h e i r  machinery and supp Lies 
came in b y  trail and p a c k  s t r i n g ,  o r  f l o a t e d  down thc r i v c r .  S u p p l i e s  cam 
f rorn Red Ruck, n e a r  present D i l l o n ,  Xcrntana, b y  f r e i g h t  wagon t o  Salmon. 
The r e s t  o f  the  way was b y  pack train from Carmen, o r  f l o a t e d  on the 
r i v c r .  

J o s i a h  Chase, g r a n d f a t h e r  of ear ly  F o r e s t  Ranger Fred Chase, b u i l t  one u f  
t h e  f i r s t  scows t h a t  went from Salmon t o  Shoup. The scow w a s  b u i l t  
just above the  p r e s e n t  Salmon R i v e r  b r i d g e  i n  Salmon, to  c a r r y  a stamp 
mill f o r  the Klzntuck mine at Shoup. Tom McGarvcy and J i m  Cumpton manned 
some of t h e  early scows bound f o r  t h e  Kentuck mine.  P a s s e n s c r s  o f t z n  
went w i t h  t h e  supp ly  scows. I n  November, 1 8 8 4 ,  Henry C l a y  X e r r i t  t ,  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  c f  t h e  Ren tuck ,  and J a c k  GiLner wer5 passengers  on one cf 
t h e s e  s u p p l y  b o a t s  and 3 k r r i t t  was drowned be low Ind iano la .  He was 
b u r i e d  b e s i d e  the r i v e r  near S p r i n g  Creek. 

The Salmon newspaper Idaho Recorder sometimes l i s t e d  depar tures  f o r  Shoup. 
There is no i n d i c a t i o n  c h a t  these boa t s  were a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  than Eloat -  
b o a t s ,  and  apparently t h e  newspaper  gave them the nickname "steamers." 

September 3,  1887. The steamer " ~ u l i a n a "  l e f t  the Xain S t r e e t  wharf 
o n  'Suesciay f o r  Shoup and "rhomasville , Q u i t e  a number oE p a s s e n g e r s  
were on  the  u p p e r  d e c k .  

September 1 0 ,  1887. Steamer "Idaho" l e f t  on Wednesday f o r  Shoup. 
Ms. Rittsr and f a m i l y  ( 3 )  of  Kansas C i t y  boarded here, en rou t e  f o r  
P i n e  Creek t o  reside t h e r e .  C a p t .  E l i  Suydam, P i l o t  Sander land,  
o t h e r  p a s s e n t e r s :  Jas. Fudge,  Henry Breenan,  Jack Hennesey, J .  H. Duray, 
J .  E. Booth, X i s s  E l m a  Edwards.  T o t a l  11. 

October  2 2 ,  1887. Steamer t f F o r f e t "  named f o r  Mrs. P o r f e t ,  l e f t  f a r  
Pine Creek with 11 p a s s e n g e r s  and crew of  2 .  Suydam and Sanderland 
have c o n t r a c t e d  f o r  a l l  the r i v e r  f r e i g h t  f u r  points below Salmon. 

March 2 4 ,  1885. M r .  E .  S.  Srlydam and Geo . S u n d e r l a m  are up from 
Shoup. . . . The Steamer "C L y t i e "  will sail t h e  middle  of next  w e e k ,  
b a i n g  t h e  Eirst of t he  season of '89. 

A p r i l  1 4 ,  1888. Captain E.  S .  S u y d m  of t h e  steamer " ~ l y t i e "  came 
back Ervm the C i t y  of Shoup on Wednesday, v i a  t h e  t r a i l .  

?lay 1 2 ,  L888. Steamer " ~ o u i s r "  l e f t  Tuesday f o r  Shoup and 
M i n t z e r v i l l e ,  heavily loaded  w i t h  merchand i se ,  Suydam and Sanderland 
i n  charge .y 

B i l l y  'Caylor of  Salmon r e p o r t s  t h a t  h i s  rnothcr,  Anna Graves, was t h e  
f i r s t  woman b o a t  passenger between Salmon and Shoup, p r o b a b l y  in 1886 o r  L887. 



C a p t a i n  Harry C u k k c  was a famous Salmon River boa tnan  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  
f r e i y h t i n r .  materials and s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  mines.  Xrs. E l i z a b e t h  ?4. Reed 
of  Salmon rcca.LLs the  day  i n  Oc tober ,  1996 ,  :hen a large crowd ga thered  
a t  the br idge  i n  Salmon t o  see Guleke take o f f  o n  his f i r s t  l o n g  trip, 
t h r o u g h  t o  Riggins, over  150 miles downstrean.  W i t h  him was David San- 
d i . 1 a n d . g  Cap GuLrke, as h e  was ca l led ,  ran t h e  r i v e r  f o r  40 years. 

T h e  t y p e  o f  b o a t  which was developed th rough  t r i a l  and e r r o r  was  a Long 
r e c t a n g l e  w i t h  ends slanting up and outward,  and was mrtna.;cd b y  two 
s w e e p s  flonv, b lades  w i t h  p o l e s  at tached) one in f r o n t  and one i n  t h e  
rcar,  t o  gu ide  t h e  boa t .  These sweeps were u s u a l l y  a r ranged  so one man, 
s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  b o a t ,  could  rcnch  b o t h  sweep poles .  On 
l a rge r  boats ,  and going through r a p i d s ,  t h e  sweeps w e r e  manned by  two 
men, and t h e  s w i f t  water c o u l d  wrench a w e e p  o u t  of a man's hands,  o r  
knock him o v e r b o a r d .  T?le s i z e  of boa t  v a r i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  the need.  One 
in 1 9 0 1 w n s  r epo r t ed  t o  be 35 feet l o n g ,  6 f r e t  wide and 4 fer t  deep.  
One o f  G u l e k e T s  las t  boats  w a s  28 f e e t  l o n g ,  8 f e e t  wide, w i t h  s i d e b o a r d s  
f i v e  and a h a l f  f e r t  h i g h .  Cargo and s u p p l i e s  were placed i n  the bottom, 
covered w i t h  planking t o  make a deck f r o m  which  t o  nav iga te  t h e  b o a t .  

E a r l y  t r i p s  by Gulske i n c l u d e  one in 1901 with R .  G .  B a i l e y ,  who bad 
mining claims on B a i l e y  Creek a b o u t  100 miles below Salmon. B a i l e y  
walked from the claim t o  Salmon, where he  and Crrleks b u i l t  a b o a t ,  loaded 
i t  w i t h  three tons  of s u p p l i e s  and l e f t  Salmon i n  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  when 
there was still. much i c e  i n  t h e  r i v e s .  .A£tcr s e v e r a l  narrow escapes 
they  reached  t h e  B a i l e y  c l a i m s  where  t h e y  d i smant led  the boat  and made 
two smaller ones. CuXeke took one of them and went on t o  R igg ins  
where he caught t h e  stage back t o  Salmon. Bailey s t a y e d  at his c l a i m  
and l a t e r  used t h e  second s m a l l  boat  t o  make h i s  way t o  ~ewiston.2 

The Idaho Recorde r  f o r  Jclrluasy 2 ,  1903, t e l l s  of  a t r i p  from Salnlon t a  
Lewiston Late .in 1902. Capt Culeke p i l o t e d  two men from O m a h a :  R .F .  Dwyer, 
a m i n i n g  e n g i n e e r  and h i s  younge r  b r o t h e r  J. V.  Dwyer, on a s u c c e s s f u l  
h u n t i n g  t r i p  f o r  b ig -horn  sheep.  The Dwyer b r o t h e r s  o u t f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  
t r i ?  a t  the s to re  of  t h e  K i t t y  Bur ton  Xinr  up Indian C r e e k ,  loaded t h e i r  
s u p p l i e s  i n  30 by 10  Eoot f l a t b o a t  and headed f o r  Big Creek (Pan the r  
Creek)  where they hunted f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  having ar ranged  with G u l e k e  
t o  j o i n  them t h e r e  be fo re  t h e  w i n t e r  i c e  formed. A f t e r  a  severe Thanks- 
g i v i n g  day storn, t h e y  s t a r t e d  downstream Xovrmber 29 without w a i t i n g  
f o r  G u l e k r .  They were s topped a t  Pover ty  P l a t  by  s l u s h  i c e  b lock ing  
the river f o r  a q u a r t e r  of a m i l e .  Xight came b e f o r e  t h e y  f i n i s h e d  



c l e a r i n g  a channe l ,  and  i n  t he  morning t he  channel was completeLy 
choked again, There Culeke found t h e m  three days  l a t e r .  Following 
h i s  d i r e c t i o n s ,  they built a smaller boat f r om the  Larze one, 1 2  
f e e t  long  and fou r  feet wide, por taged i t  over t he  i c e ,  leaving a 
l a r g e  p a r t  of the s u p p l i e s  i n  t he  l a r g e r ,  ice-bound b o a t :  

Once s t a r t e d  down t h e  r i v e r  i n  the sma l l e r  c r a f t  ... t he r e  was never 
t h e  least doubt about  r each ing  t h e  mouth of t he  r i v e r ,  a l though on 
s e v e r a l  occas ions  t h e r e  seemed t o  be cons iderab le  doubt of our 
making t h e  t r i p  a l ive , . . A f  t e t  l e a v i n g  Whitebf r d  , the  r i v e r ,  
a1 though w i l d  i n  i t s  flow, gave ev idence  along i t s  banks t h a t  man 
had come he re  and mads t h i s  h i s  home. There were a number o f  l i t t l e  
homes w i t h  vinecLad porches and o rcha rds  back o f  t h e  h o u s e . . .  W e  
reached the  mouth of the Salmon r iver  December 1 7 ,  and two days  were 
occupied i n  reach ing  Lewiston.l/ 

The r i v e r  has taken its t o l l  of l i v e s  and there have been many narrow 
escapes .  Already mentioned w a s  t h e  drowning of John work's t w o  t r a p p e r s  
i n  1832, and Henry Clay N e r r i t t  i n  1884. A t  Cove Creek, below Panther 
Creek i s  the grave o f  Johnny B u r r *  Billy Taylor r e p o r t s  t h a t  Johnny Burr 
and B i l l y ' s  f a t h e r ,  Wm. E. Taylor ,  were passengers  on a scow bound f o r  
Shoup. Burr was a good swimmer, and was enjoying swimming on and o f f  
a l l  t he  way down. When they  reached Shoup he dived o f f  t h e  boat t o  
h e l p  g e t  t h e  line secure f o r  docking. He never crime u p ,  and t h e y  found 
h i s  body a t  Cove Creek. 

In  t h e  e a r l y  1900's t h e r e  was a lot of r a i l r o a d  specu l a t i on  and surveying 
down the Salmon River. Much of i t  was done i n  s e c r e t  t o  keep r i v a l  
r a i l r o a d s  from becoming c u r i o u s .  X n e a r  t ragedy occurred when Guleke 
and J .  I3 .  Pope were going down the r i v e r  i n  1906. T h e i r  boat swamped 
and Pope l o s t  a l a r g e  number of v a l u a b l e  engineer ing  ins t ruments ,  In 
h i s  r e l a t i n g  t h i s  occur rence ,  people  l e a rned  t h a t  he was a r a i l r o a d  
eng inee r ,  a f a c t  be fo re  kep t  s e c r e t . /  

I n  August, 1907,  George Sandi lands was a s s i s t i n g  Captain  Guleke, shipping 
a l oad  of f r e i g h t  f o r  t he  Mikc Coan claims below P i n e  Creek. The r ap id s  
caused Sand i lnndTs  sweep t o  knock him into t h e  r a p i d s  and he was drowned.~/ 

I n  May, 1947, a man and h i s  two sons at tempted t o  visit Hack Saw Tom who 
l i v e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  above Shoup, High water caught the cage swinging 
along a c r o s s  t h e  cab l e  and i n  the  f o l l ~ w i n g  s t r u g g l e ,  t he  two b r o t h e r s ,  
John and Guy Davis ,  were drowned, 

Some r i v e r  v i c t i m s  a r e  never found,  Some wash ashore  weeks, months o r  
y e a r s  l a t e r .  S ince  roads  and cars have been improved, many people have 
been v i c t i m s  of c a r s  a c c i d e n t a l l y  going i n t o  the r i v e r .  Tn 1970 two 
Salman Nat iona l  Fo re s t  summer employees, Gary Yule and John Jones, were 
drowned June 25 when t h e i r  Fo re s t  Servlce pickup went  i n t o  t he  r i v e r  one 
m i l e  above Ind ianola  du r ing  high w a t e r *  These two were among a t  l e a s t  
e i g h t  who l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t he  upper Salmon and Hidd le  Fork i n  1970. 
O f  these e i g h t ,  twa are s t i l l  missing and a t  l e a s t  two o t h e r s  a r e  missing 
from r i v e r  a c c i d e n t s  i n  1969 and 1967. 

l /The Idaho Recorder,  January 2 ,  1903. - 
2 / ~ h e  L s m h i  Hera ld ,  A p r i l  1 8 ,  1907.  - 
?/T'~~ LexF.r.i "frsrald, Xny;ust 8,  1 9 9 7 .  .- 



P e r c y  Anderson and Harry Guleke ran  t h e  r i v e r  many times tog2 t her, and in 
l a t e r  y e a r s  Elnrr K e i t h  worked with Gulek2 on t h e  rivcr.  I n  1931 
Clyde E. Smith and son Don L .  S m i t h  came ti, t h e  Si11:non River w n r k i n q  
placers along the s t r e m .  Soon t h e y  were running boats  on the r i v e r .  

Ln October 1935, the Xational  Geographic Society sponsored a boat  
t r i p  down tile Salmon River  f rom Salmon t o  Lewiston. The b o a t ,  des igned 
by  Captain Guleke,  was 32 fee t  l o n g  and had 28 f o o t  sweeps w i t h  six Eoot 
blades. Monroe Hancock w a s  t h e  boat pi.10 t and John Cunningham as  second 
boatman and Dave Chard as cook. T h i s  t r i p  was t h e  s u b j e c t  of ai l  article 
w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  the  %attonal Geographic  f o r  J u l y ,  I.!?%, w r i t  t e n  by 
t w o  of  the p a s s e n z Q r s :  P h i l i p  3 .  Shcnun and John C ,  Reed.  O t h e r s  on t h e  
t r i p  i a c  1.1ded Dr. laynard Owen W i l l  iams , pho t o 3 r a p h c r  and writer 
Dean A. i d .  TahrenwaLd,  (1 ixec t o r  of Td51.1~ Bmcau of >fines and Ceolozy;  
D. W o r t h  C l r ~ r k ,  Xdalzo Congress iona l  Rcpritscntativc, and I-Eoward K. F l i n t ,  
Regional Forest Inspec t o r  oE t h e  i'. S. Forest Service.  A t  t h e  Niddle  
Fork Clyde and Don Smi th  and Tom Ayers took some of the  p a r t y  up the  
klidcflc Fork  abou t  t h r e e  miles on an ove rn igh t  t r i p .  They p u l l e d  a small 
b o a t  u p ,  and f loa ted  down. L a t e r  d u r i n g  t h 2  t r i p  k. F l i n t  beeme i L L  
and a p l a n e  was s e n t  f o r .  The plane p i l o t e d  by  Dick Johnson,  m e t  t h e  
b o a t  p a r t y  a t  Xaclcsy Bar and f l e w  M r .  F l i n t  t o  a Xissoula  h o s p i . t a l .  
whe re  he d i e d .  The r e s t  of  t h e  p a r t y  f i n i s h e d  t h e  b o a t  t r i p  t o  Riqgins  
and Lewiston. 

X more r e c e n t  Salmon River  t r i p  sponsored by the  N a t i o n a l  Geo$raphit  
S o c i e t y  was made in 1969  by  t h e  John and Frank Craighead party .l/ 

Clyde and Don Smith were t h e  Eirst peop le  t o  keep a boa t  running on a 
schedtile a n  t h e  Saliwn R i v e r ,  and the f i r s t  t o  hau l  one back by t r u c k .  
The t r i p  took t e n  d a y s ,  w i t h  a day s p e n t  g e t  tinz s u p p l i e s  and two days 
t r u c k i n g  back to X u r t h  Fork.  After Wurld War T I  t h e  S m i t h s  began run- 
n ing  t h e  r i v e r  w i t h  paying passengers. T h e i r  f i r s t  commercial passenger 
trip on t h e  r iver  was in 1'346. P r i o r  t o  that t h e  Smiths  hau led  f r e i g h t ,  
Clyde  Smith  was a c t i v e  on the river u n t i l  1 9 4 7 .  T h e i r  early scow-type 
wooden boats were equipped w i t h  butane f o r  r e f r i g e r a t o r  and s tove ,  and 
there  were bunks  f o r  six persons.  During a s u r v e y  t r i p  with t h e  Corps 
of  Eng inee r s  in 1945  tne S m i t h s  opera ted  twu b i g  houseboa t s ,  m o v i n ~  t h e  
b o a t s  a b o u t  f o u r  miles each day .  

It was n o t  l o n g  until. motor boa t s  w e r e  p l y i n g  t h e  Salmon. One c r a f t  t r i ed  
on t h e  r i v e r  w a s  a b o a t  p r o p e l l e d  by a n  a i r p l a n e  engine w i t h  a n  a i r p l a n e  
p r o p e l l e r  mounted on the back of t h e  boa t  and two rudders behind i n  t h e  
slip stream. It was n o t  s u c c e s s f u l .  Don L. Smith used  o u t b o a r d  motor 
boats  f o r  s e v e r a l  years,  b o t h  down and up t h e  r i v e r .  

l / John  Craighead and Frank Craighead, J r . ,  - 
"Whi  te-wn ter  t idventnrs  on Wild Rivers  of Idaho ," Na t i onn l  s r o q r a p h i c  , 
Vol. 137,  No, 2 ,  ( F e b r u a r y ,  1970) 212-239.  



C h a r l e s  Dahle o f  Salmon t r ieci a j t.t boat:  on the  Salmon R i v e r  i.n 1957 .  
H i s  E i r v t  one would not come up a l l  t h e  rapid:;. 'She f i r s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
unc was b u i l t  i n  1959 in P o r t l a n d  for D a l ~ l e ,  who designed t h e  pump t o  
go w i t h  i t .  I t  was a welded aluminum boat w i t h  a Cadi l la i :  mar ine  motor .  
T h i s  same b o a t  is s t i l l  i n  u s e  (2973) .  The jet b o a t  i s  p r o p e l l e d  by 
t h e  t h r u s t  Erom a jet  of  w a t e r .  The wate r ,  drawn through a vent i n  t h e  
bottom o f  the b o a r ,  is s h o t  through a jet nozzle  by a pump opera ted  by 
a r e l a t i v e l y  h igh  p o w e r e d  motor .  

Sn Xay , 196 1, five men made a swcessfuL t r i p  up t h e  Salmon R i v e r  i n  
two h y d r o s l d s .  The c r a f t  wer.;; specially c o n s t r t r c t e d  t o  run t h e  river. 
They had square p r o w s  and sterns, b u t  t h e  k e e l s  had a wide  convex "v" 
w i t h  the open end at The bow, t a p e r i n g  toward the s t e r n ,  allowing t h e  
bo;xts  t o  s l& ov2r even t h e  roughes t  waters. Both boats were powered 
by Mercury o u t b o a r d s  : t h e  14-foot b o a t  had a 50-h.p. motor and t h e  
L6-foot boat: a 70-h.p. The p a r t y  s t a r t e d  a t  Roqersbtrrg,  Washington,  on 
the Snake River and t r a v e l e d  t o  the mouth of t h e  N i d d l e  Fork  of the 
Salmon in t h r e e  d a y s .  The group inc luded  Dale and Alva V i c t o r  of 
WaLlowil , Oregon; E l w p  Powers of Lost  i n e  , Oregon; Lovell Groves ,  photo- 
g rapher  from L o n p i c w  , \+lashington and Dill 0 'Mal l ry  , Xercury d e a l e r  
from P o r t l a n d .  Elwyn Powers i s  a b r o t h e r  of F .  E .  Powers who was a t  
that  t i m e  S u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  Salmon Xational .  F o r e s t .  They made the  r e t u r n  
t r i p  from t h e  B i d d l e  Fork  t o  Riggins  i n  f i v e  hours .  Ij 

W i t h i n  a s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  jet boat ,  it became 
very popu la r  and today many people  use j e t  b o a t s  ti, go bo th  down and 
up the  Salmon River.  Rubber r a f t s  are a f a v o r i t e  f o r  a more q u i e t ,  one 
way t r i p .  Kayaks and  wooden McKenzie g ive r  b o a t s  are  sometimes used on 
p a r t s  of the Salmon and t he  Xiddle Fork .  There are many o u t f i t t e r s  t h a t  
o f f e r  river t r i p s  commercia l ly .  O t h e r s  f l u a t  i n  p r i v a t e  parties. 

When the  use of  moto r s  i n  t h e  Tdaho P r i m i t i v e  Area was g r o h d b i t e d  i t  
a f f e c t e d  t r a v e l  on t h e  Pliddle Fork in that no boat motors of  any type  are 
p e r m i t t r d  on tile Middle  F o r k ,  Limit ing t r a v e l  t o  f l o a t  t r i p s  o n l y .  

In 1963 t h e  P1idd.l.e Fork  of t h e  Salmon River was designated a s  one o f  
t h e  e i g h t  initial u n i t s  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Wild and Scenic Kivcrs System. 
Recreational t r a v e l  on bo th  the main Salmon R i v e r  and on t h e  ?fiddle Fork 
has  increased phenomenally i n  t h e  p a s t  20 years. Tn 1949 there were 
abou t  25 p e o p l e  who floated the Middle  Fork. In 1 9 6 9 :  1 6 2 4 ,  and in 1970: 
3025.  F u r t h e r  boating s t a t i s t i c s  w i l l  be found i n  t h e  c h a p t e r  an 
r e c r e a t i o n .  

An tmususl  ca rgo  on t h e  Middle F o r k  i n  June,  1970 was a ten-passenger  
Volkswagen b u s  f l o a t e d  down from Dagger  Falls t o  t h e  F l y i n g  I3 ranch.  
Bob Smi th  of North Fork ,  v e t e r a n  r i v e r  r u n n e r ,  and his crew Loaded t h e  
b u s  o n t o  a 3 4 - f o o t  rubber  pontoon and fioarrd i t  down a v e r  60 miles i n  

Z/F. E. Powers - 



aborr t 1 2  h o u r s  . Hts crew i n c l u d e d  Don Wae t zi:: , Y i k e  l s l e y t  C k l i ~ ~ I i  B a  i.rd , 
Saudy S i m s  aild liay T a r r e y ,  a11 of Salmon. The b u s  is used a t  t h e  F 1 : ~ h g  13 
t o  transport guests from the airs t r ip  t o  the lodge.  I/ - 

I /  "Ten Passenger E l l s  T;lkes Nicidlr Fo rk  F loa t  T r i p ,  " The Re corder-  - 
iferalci f S a l m u n ,  Ldaho l , June  18, l97O, 13.  1. 





'The SaLman River F o r e s t  Reserve was es t rzb l i shcd  b y  Proclamation of 
P r e s i d e n t  Theodore Roosevclt :  on 'November 5 ,  1 9 0 6 ,  ' r h i s  Reserve was 
bounded on t he  west: by the  t o t a l  l e n g t h  r3f t h e  Xidcfle Fork of  t h e  
Safnon River, with Marsh Creek and V a l l e y  Creek on t h e  southwest .  The 
Salmon River formed t h e  southern boundary, €rum V a l l e y  Creak e a s t  t o  
Thompsvn Creck.  From Thompson Creek no r th  t o  tile Xur th  Fork  of the 
Salmon River t h e  l i n e  folLowed approxima t 2 l y  t h e  p r e s e n t  b o u n d x i z s  of 
the Cha l l i s  and t h e  SaLrnon Nat ional  F o r e s t s  as tiley mure o r  less p;zrall.eL 
t h e  Salmon g i v e r ,  then EaLfowed west down the  Salmon Rivcr t o  t h e  
biidclle Fork.  

Later P r e s i d c n  t i a l  P r o c l a m a t i o n s  and Executive Orders added L a i l d ~  o r  
elisn.inaterf l a r ~ d s  from t h i s  o r t g i n a l  Salmon River F o r e s t  Reserve. The 
name Forest  Reserves was changed on Xarch 4 ,  1907,  t o  8 a t i o n d .  Forests. 

P r e s i d e n t  Tlleodorc; ~ ~ 3 0 ~ e v e l t ' s  E x e c u t i v e  Order Nu. 8 4 1 ,  efEect  i v c  
J u l y  1, 1908, added t o  the Salmon N a t i o n a l  Forest the  area n o r t h  o f  
t h e  Salmon River from and i n c l u d i n g  the d r a i n a g e  of Boulder Creek ,  which 
e n t z r s  t h e  Salmon River from t h e  north a t  Shoup, west  t o  and includine; 
the d r a i n a g e  o f  Horse Creek. T k i s  area ?lad been part  o f  t h e  Bi t t e r roo t :  
F o r e s t  Reserve e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1597 by Proc lamat ion  of P r e s i d e n t  C leve land .  
Also added to the  Salmon N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  by E x e c u t i v e  Order No, 841 was 
that p o r t i o n .  of t h e  Lemhi  N a t i o n a l  Fores t  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
f rom t h e  Bitter Root Reserve: narth o f  the Salmon River ,  east of the 
Boulder Creek d r a i n a g e  t o  the Continental D i v i d e ,  s o u t h  ta  the Lemhi 
I n d i a n  Reservation n e a r  t h e  d ra inage  of Agency Creek, Also t r a n s f e r r e d  
from the Lenhi S a t i o n 3 1  Forest was t h e  Lemhi IIotmtain range s o u t h  t o  
Bell Xoun t a i n ,  e x c l u s i v e  of t h e  P a h s i m e r o i  d r a i n a g e .  

Th i s  same Exccut-ive Order  separated from t h e  Salmon k i t i o n a l  Fo re s t  those 
l a n d s  s o u t h  of  lower Camas Creek t o  Y ~ L l o w  J a c k e t  Creck,  and that part 
sou th  of Yzllow Jczckct d r a i n a g e ,  s o u t h  of  tkzc P a n t h e r  Creek d r a i n a g e ,  
and s o u t h  o E Hat Creek d r a i n a g e ,  c r e a t i n z  t h e  C h a l l i s  Nat i o n e z l  F o r e s t .  

The Idaho Ennhling A c t ,  J u l y  3,  1890, r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of Idaho 
t i t l e  and c l a i m  t o  s e c t i o n s  1 6  and 36 i n  each township as grant-in-aid 
t o  common schools. These school  s e c t i o n s  s p r i n k l e d  throughout t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Forests presented  a p o t e n t i a l  mmagement problem. However, 
i n  t h e  Salmon Nat iona l  F o r e s t ,  as i n  o t h e r  N a t i o n a l  Pores t  areas t h a t  
had n o t  yet been surveyed,  t h e  t i t l e  o r  claim of t h e  S ta te  d i d  n o t  
a t t a c h  (the S t a t e  did n u t  take t i t l e  t o  t he se  Lands) because of the 
lack of a n  accepted su rvey ,  and an adjustment  was made whereby the S t a t e  
a c c e p t e d ,  o r  would a c c e p t ,  o t h e r  l a n d s  " e q u i v a l e n t  i n  acreage and value 
l y i n g  along and w i t h i n  t h e  boundaries of said National Forests, in such 
p o s i t i o n  that, when e l i m i n a t e d  therefrom, al l .  of s a i d  s e l e c t e d  lands 
w i l l  l i e  o u t s i d e  the  new exterior boundar ies  of t h e  X a t i o n n l  Forests ...l/ 

L / A  Proclamation No. 1235 b y  t h e  Prcs i d m t  nE the United S t a t e s  of .he r ica ,  
4 

d a t e d  !larch 3 ,  1913, p.  1. 



A memorandum of agreement was entered i n t o  on Oc tobe r  4 ,  1911,  between 
the  Secretary of  t h e  Department of  Agr i cu l t u r e  and t h e  Governor of the  
Sta te  of Idaho. The Lands involved in these t r a n s a c t i o n s  have become 
known as "lieu lands" because the Sta te  accepted t h e 3  in Lieu of t h e i r  
d e s i g n a t e d  lands with t he  National Foses t boundar ies .  

Proclamat ion No. 1240, dated ?fay 1 9 ,  1913, by Pres ident  b o d r o w  Wilson 
made f u r t h e r  boundary changes ,  t r a n s f e r r i n g  Lands n o r t h  o f  C a m a s  Creek 
and west  of  %eyers Cove, p l u s  t h e  Silver Creek d r a i n a g e ,  from the 
Challis Ziational  Fores t  t o  the Salmon National. F o r e s t ,  p r i m a r i l y  T18N, 
R 1 7 E .  A p o r t i o n  of Little H a t  Creek drainage was t ransEer rcd  from t h e  
Salmon Xational  F o r e s t  t o  the C h a l l i s  Nat ional  F o r e s t ,  l y i n g  i n  t h e  S . E .  
portion o f  T I ? % ?  R19E. That part  of t h e  Salmon N a t i o n a l  Forest: s o u t h  
of Lrmhi  Union G u l c h ,  TL%, R 2 7 E ,  i n  the Lemhi Range ,  was t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  Lemhi Nat iona l  F o r e s t .  Most oE t h e  Beaverhead Forest  Lying west 
of t h e  Con t inen t a l  Divide, from Chamberlain Creek (Lemhi d r a i n a g a )  
northwest t o  t h e  head of Peterson Creek, became p a r t  of t h e  Salmon 
Nat iona l  Fo re s t .  Along t h e  borders  o f  the Salmon Forest many small 
areas were eliminated, to be r e s t o r e d  t o  settlement and e n t r y .  

More transfers of land took place i n  1926 when P re s iden t  Calvin  Coo l idge  
issued Proclamation No. 1769 on March 2 4 .  Transferred ts the Salmon 
National Forest from the Idaho Xational Fores t  (now t h e  Paye t t e )  was 
t h e  a r e a  west of  t h e  Middle Fork ,  sou th  o f  the Rig Creek drainage, t o  
but not  i n c l u d i n g  Norton Creek d ra inage ,  i nc lud ing  a l l  of the  drainage 
of Brush Creek and west to Shel l rock  Peak. One very  small part of t h e  
drainage of Cub Creek in t h i s  area was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the Salmon from 
the Payet t e  National F o r e s t ,  be ing  i n  section 5 ,  T17N, R14E. 

By Proclamat ion Na. 1922 of President Herbert  Hoover, September 25, 1930, 
t h e  drainage of t h e  North Fork o f  Xorgan Creek (Pahsimeroi drainage) 
was t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  the Salmon National Fores t  t o  t h e  Lemhi Nat iona l  
F o r e s t ,  

O c t o b e r  8 ,  1938, Executive Order Xu. 7986 a b o l i s h e d  t h e  Lemhi Nat ional  
F o r e s t .  The EoZtowing Lands of the Idemhi Nat iona l  Fores t  were transfer-  
red t o  t h e  Salmon National F o r e s t :  

TI O- LlN, R 2  7E 
T X N ,  R27E, t h a t  p a r t  s o u t h  of  Lemhi-Union Gu lch  
T9-llN , R28E.  
T7-LON, R29E. 
T12-13M, R29E 
T7-13N, R30E 
T9-134, R31E 
T8-14N,  R32E 

These lallds were t he  Medicine Lodge D i s t r i c r  of the Salman National 
F o r e s t .  They were t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  1948 t o  t h e  Targhee National F a r e s t .  

Executive Orde r  No. 8355, d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1340 ,  by F r a n k l i n  E. Roosevelt ,  



t r a n s f e r r e d  the  fo l lowing  l ands  t o  the  Salmon N a t i o n a l  Forest f rom t h e  
Idaho (now t h e  P a y e t t e )  Nat iona l  Forest  : l ands  l y i n g  east o r  n o r t h  and 
eas t  of  a l i n e  beginning a t  t h e  f o r e s t  butmdary un Salmon River: a t  
mouth of Cattonwood Creek and extending up Cottonwood Creek t o  the 
mouth of Basin Creek; t h e n c e  up t h e  ridge between Basin Creek and Peak 
Creek t o  Cottonwood Lookout; thence fol lowing the  d iv ide  between 
Papoose Creek anti Cottonwood Creek dra inage  t o  Farrow Mountain; thence 
s o u t h  and e a s t  a long t h e  d i v i d e  on the west s i de  of Papoose Creek 
drainage t o  t he  f o r e s t  boundary on t h e  ?fiddle F o r k  of Salmon River, 
These areas west  o f  the X i d d l e  Fork wh ich  came t o  t h e  Salmon ? h t i o n a J _  
F o r e s t  i n  1926 and 1940 from t h e  Idaho F o r e s t  were o r i g i n a l l y  a part of 
t h e  S i t t e r  Root F o r e s t  Reserve i n  1902.  

The present.  (1973) total area w i t h i n  the boundar ies  of t h e  Salmon 
National F o r e s t  i s  1,790,999 acres. T h i s  i n c l u d e s  approximate ly  23,L4O 
acres which are not National Forest, being private o r  s t a t e  land .  The 
main body of t h e  Salmon National Fo re s t  i s  i n  Lemhi County, w i t h  a small 
p o r t i o n  (55,578 acres) i n  V a l l e y  County, and a s m a l l e r  p o r t i o n  i n  Idaho 
County. The Challis Mat,ional F o r e s t  and Targhee National Fores t  extend 
i n t o  Lemhi County. 

Because the public w a s  n o t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  minded i n  t h e  early 190O's, 
Pre s iden t  Rooseve l t  w i d e l y  pub l i c i zed  t he  work of the Pores t S e r v i c e ,  
e n l i s t i n g  t h e  coope ra t i on  of l oca l  and s tate groups  throughout t h e  
coun t ry .  I n  1907 he c a l l e d  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  conference a t  
the White House, which focused t h e  attention a £  t h e  na t ion  upon t h e  
problem of conservation, giving prestige t o  t h e  Fo re s t  Service. 

There was some h o s t i l i t y  in t h e  West t o  the United States Forest  S e r v i c e  
because  i t  a f f e c t e d  Westerners d i r e c t l y  and seemed t o  be  i n f r i n g i n g  
former freedoms. An a r t i c l e  i n  the  Lemhi flerald for December 6 ,  1906, 
s e t  f o r t h  t h e  principles and aims of  t h e  Forest  Service. 

, . . . .The government d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of F o r e s t  r e se rves  
i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  government  b u t  of  the p e o p i e . .  . . . This  
f o r e s t  force has two chief d u t i e s ;  To p r o t e c t  t h e  reserves from f i r e  
and t o  assist p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  u s e .  

Persons having va l id  claims under t h e  p u b l i c  land l aws  o r  legal t i t ls  
to  l a n d  w i t h i n  f o r e s t  reserves are free t o  occupy and enjoy t h e i r  
ho ld ings , ,  , . b u t  must not c u t  timber o r  make u s e  of f o r e s t  reserve 
land w i t h o u t  a p e r m i t ,  except w i t h i n  the limits and for actual. 
development of t h e i r  claims. Any o the r  use will c o n s t i t u t e  trespass. 
The f o r e s t  service w i l l  g r a n t  p r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  use  of p r i v i l e g e s  to  
a c t u a l  r e s i d e n t s  i n  o r  near f o r e s t  reserves....  

Prospec tors  f o r  n ineral  may have free use of t h e  reserve, provided 
they limit t h e i r  use  of  t i m b e r  t o  t h e  ac tual  nerds  of p r o s p e c t i n g .  
And no claim of  any k ind  can be h e l d  v a l i d  because oE ics c o n t a i n i n g  
va luable  t imber  .... Any mining concern ,  employing men on wages, must 



pay f o r  the  t imber .  80 r anche r  can f r e e l y  take t imber  o f f  3 r e s e r v e ,  
unless i t  b e  shown t h a t  he has n o t  s u i t a b l e  t i m b e r  growing on h i s  
ranch. But when t h e  p ro spec to r  o r  rancher  exceeds these  l i m i t s  h e  
must f i r s t  p rocu re  a permit and pay f o r  the t imber u s e d .  A l l  b r u s h  
must be  piled and burned* * .  

The free-use material ... w i l l  b e  refused t o  s a w - m i l l  men...or c o m e r c i a 1  
enterprises,, , .No f ree-use  m a t e r i a l  is allawed t o  be so ld .  

T i m b e r  is for sale and a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  purchase are i n v i t e d .  Anyone 
may purchase e x c e p t  t r e s p a s s e r s  upon t h e  p u b l i c  domain. All timber 
must be pa id  f o r  b e f o r e  i t  i s  cut....No l i v i n g  trees can b e  c u t  u n t i l  
marked b y  the f o r e s t  o f f i c e r .  Viola t i on  of these rtdes const i t t i  t es  
t respass.  

Wild grass upon f o r e s t  r e s e r v e s  may be c u t  f o r  hay under permits  i s sued  
by t he  supervisor. h r e a sonab l e  charge p e r  acre may be  ma de.... 

The s e c r e t a r y  of a g r i c u l t u r e  has a u t h o r i t y  to p e r i n i t ,  regulate or 
p r o h i b i t  g r az ing  i n  f o r e s t  rcscrves. I n  new reserves, where  the  
livestock i n d u s t r y  is the b i g  t h i n g ,  f u l l  g r az ing  p r i v i l e g e s  will b e  
given at first, to a l l  who pay the r equ i r ed  f e e s ,  and i f  r educ t i on  
i n  numbers i s  a f t e rwa rd  found neces sa ry ,  stockmen will be given ample 
opportunity t o  adjust .... The leadtng objects of g raz ing  regulations 
are to p r o t e c t  and conserve a l l  resenre lands adapted f o r  grazing, 
t o  work permanent good to the l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  through proper  c a r e  
a£ t h e  g r az ing  lands....all persons  must s e c u r e  permi t s  be f a r e  
g r a z i n g  any stock i n  a f o r e s t  r e s e r v e ,  except the f e w  head i n  a c t u a l  
use by p r o s p e c t o r s ,  campers and t r a v e l e r s ,  and n o t  t o  exceed s i x  
head of milch or work animals owned by a bons f i d e  settler; these 
l a t t e r  r e q u i r e  no permit .,... 
A p p l i c a n t s  f o r  g r az ing  p e r m i t s  will be given preference i n  t he  
Eollowing order  : 

S m a l l  near-by owners ,  
A l l  a t h e r  regular  occupants  of the reserve range.  
Owners of transient stock. 

Appl i ca t i ons  of new s e t t l e r s  will. b e  cons idered  excep t  when t he  
range i s  a l r e a d y  f u l l y  occupied by sma l l  owner . . , .  

Anyone grazing stock w i t h o u t  a p e r m i t  i s  a t r e s p a s s e r ,  and no t r e spa s -  
ser can procure a permit.. . . 
A reasonable Eee w i l l  be charged f o r  grazing a11 classes of livestock. 
The minimum p r i c e  w i l l  be 20C to 3 5 ~  per  head for c a t t l e  and horses 
f o r  the summer g raz ing ,  and 35s t o  5 0 ~  f o r  t he  e n t i r e  year. Sheep 
w i l l  pay 5~ t o  8c per head f o r  summer..,. 



The Herald h a s  ga the r ed  the foregoing  f rom the "use Book" i s sued  b y  
F o r e s t e r  P incho t ,  fully d e f i n i n g  t h e  r e g u l i ~ t i a n s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  
f o r  the  use  of  Eor r s t  reserves. Lemhi is already in such reserve ,  
and another season will b r i n g  2 o r  3 s u p e r v i s o r s  and about 20 rangers  
t o  take charge of the count ry .  It is a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  the peoplc  
should be informed upon t h e  p r a c t i c a l  side, of the subject. 

Opposition arose among the local p e o p l e ,  as reported t h r e e  weeks l a t e r :  

TO OPPOSE THE FOREST RESERVES OF LDEIZ. 

C i t i z e ~ l s  Prepare the  Way For a Xonster  P e t i t i o n  and Hernorial t o  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t .  C i t i z e n s  Unanimous in their Disapproval.  

.... The f e e l i n g  of remonstrance i s  very general .... a n  in formal  meet- 
i n g  of  a few c i t i z e n s  l a i d  plans f o r  covering the county with c o p i e s  
of a p e t i t i o n  .... We t h e  undersigned c i t i z e n s  and r e s i d e n t s  of Lemhi 
county,  s t a t e  of Idaho ,  bereby p r o t e s t  against t h e  ac t ion  of P r e s i d e n t  
Roosevel t  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  new f o r e s t  r e s e r v e s  i n  Lemhi county.  We 
regard the s t e p  t h u s  taken as i l l - a d v i s e d ,  u n j u s t  and d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a r y  
t o  t he  b e s t  i n t a r e s t  of t h e  s t a t e  and its people. 

The pe t  i t  i o n  i n c l u d e d  t he  f o l l o w i n g  points : 

a) This is n o t  a t i m b e r  country: t h e r e  are no v a l u a b l e  t r a c t s  of 
timber which require protection. 

b)  The indigenous t r e e s  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  of commercial value.  Any t i m b e r  
in the reserves will be needed f o r  local wants .  

c) The count ry  i s  so  precipitous t h a t  the sources of the s t reams 
can never b e  denuded of t imber .  The f o r e s t  belts are general ly on high 
rocky, p r e c i p i t o u s  land t h a t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e .  

d) The stock ranches here are all small and tile ranchers  unab le  t o  
a f fo rd  t h e  expense of p e r m i t  g raz ing .  

e) The r e s t r i c t i o n s  of t h e  reserves will h i n d e r  p ro spec to r s  and 
miners .  

f )  The fees imposed f o r  maintenance of t h e  reserve is  purely l o c a l ,  
while t h e  benefits, i f  any,  are f o r  the country a t  large.  

l/"Rules and Regulations Over F o r e s t  Reserves ," The Lemhi Hera ld ,  - 
December 6 ,  1906, p .  I. 

?/"To oppose the Forest Reserves of Lemhi ," The Lemhi Herd& - 
December 2 7 ,  1906,  p. 1. 



g )  wood f o r  fuel. is already expensive and hard t o  g e t ,  w i t h o u r  
t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t .  

h) Th i s  t h i n g  h a s  been done w i thou t  the knowledge o r  consent  of  
t h e  people directly a£ f e c  t ed  . 
The p e t i t i o n  concLuded by a sk ing  an agent of the f o r e s t r y  bureau t o  
come t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  men. 

I n  Xarch, 1907,  Major Frank A. Fenn, Supervisor  of  the  Forest  Reserves in 
Idaho,  came t o  Salmon, met w i t h  stockmen and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e ,  
t o  exp l a in  the  r e l a t i o n  of  t h e  Fo re s t  Reserves t o  t h e  people.  Over 
LOO people a t t ended .  Mr. Frnn expla ined  t h a t  t he  cu r r cn t  haphazard 
method of u s i n g  t h e  range  would mean d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t he  l i v e s t o c k  i n -  
d u s t r y  within t h e  n e x t  t e n  years. All admitted t h a t  the  ranges were 
overs tocked,  y e t  nobody b u t  t he  government would be able t o  take hold of 
t h e  ma t t e r  i n  t h e  cause of t h e  pub l i c  we l f a r e .  The t i m e  had come when 
somebody would have t o  equa l i ze  t h e  r ange - r i gh t s ,  o r  somebody would 
s u f f e r .  Fenn s ta ted t h a t  t h e  government planned t o  improve and protect 
graz ing  ranges  w i t h i n  t h e  f o r e s t  r e s e r v e s  and maintain  pub l i c  g raz ing  
range t o  t he  h i g h e s t  state of p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

Fenn set f o r t h  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  the f o r e s t  t imber p o l i c y :  

a) t o  p r o t e c t  the remaining f o r e s t s  from r u t h l e s s  slaughter, 
b) t o  reduce loss from f o r e s t  fires, 
C) t o  guard the heads of streams and conserva t ion  of t he  water f low.  

Penn expla ined  t h a t  t h e  dominant i n d u s t r y  is always considered f i r s t  
( c a t t l e ,  sheep, lumber ,  e t c . )  and i n  this way the  o ld  t i m e  range war should 
be a t h ing  of  t h e  p a s t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  year  t he r e  would be no r e s t r i c t i o n  
on herds  t h a t  had h a b i t u a l l y  ranged on t h e  f o r e s t .  No new s t o c k  would 
be al lowed.  A£ t e r  t h e  f i r s t  year  the range would be  examined and ad- 
jus tmcnts  i n  g r az ing  pe rmi t s  made accord ing  t o  t h e  condi t ion  of the  
range.  I n  reducing numbers of l i v e s t o c k  on a d i s t r i c t ,  t he  men would b e  
asked t o  dec ide  among themselves.  I f  they  could not ag ree ,  t h e  superv isor  
would s e t t l e  i t  o n  a pro r a t a  basis. 

Najor Fenn t o l d  o f  his meeting, a t  Junc t i on  (near Leadoref and that the 
men of t he  upper Lemhi organized ,  with t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  the 
advisory  boards  t o  a d j u d i c a t e  d i f f e r e n c e u :  Herber t  H. ilays, chairman, 
Thomas Yearian,  secretary, Gray L.  P u r c e l l ,  George W .  Cottom and 
Michael Maier . 
Major Fenn answered ques t i ons  and a t  the c l o s e  of the meeting i t  was 
plain t o  see that most of t he  group had a more hopeful  view o f  t h e  
forest r e s e r v e s  and f e l t  t h e  r anche r s  would e v e n t u a l l y  real ize  much 
b e n e f i t  from t h i s  service. 



Frank Frnn was we1.l chosen t o  represent  t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice  t o  t h e  peopLe 
of Idaho because he had been an Idaiman f o r  many years, was a member 
of  t h e  f i r s t  legislature, and the people  knew him and respected him. 

On February 28 ,  1907, i t  was announced t h a t  Geargc G .  Bentz had been 
named Super in tax len t  of t he  Salmon F o r e s t  Reserve, and o n  March 7 of 
t h e  same year he opened his o f f i c e  in Salman. 

Earlier in 1907 t h e  f o l l o w i n g  poem was p u b l i s h e d :  

ODE TO FOREST RESERVES 
(From t h e  Poet  Lariat -- Ja~luary 10, 1907) 

I f  a l l  the trees i n  all the woods were men, 
and each and e v e r y  blade o f  grass a pen ;  
If every l e a f  on every branch t h a t  quivers 
Were turned t o  foo l scap ;  Salmon and Lernhi Rivers 
Were changed to ink, and all t h e  l o c a l  tribes 
Had no th ing  else t o  do b u t  act as scribes ; 
And f o r  a tfxousand ages, day  and night, 
These hoodoo's souls shou ld  wri te ,  and w r i t e ,  and w r i t e ,  
Till all t h e  pens and paper were used up  
And the g r e a t  inkstand were an empty cup;  
They could not t e r m i n a t e  their d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
O r  half-express their mighty i n d i g n a t i o n  
At what they tern a curse on a l l  crea t ion -- 
This bu reauc ra t i c  f o r e s t  reservation -- 
A p p l i e d  t o  plains where forest never moan, 
Where only  sage and b u n c h g r a s s  hold t h e i r  awn; 
While coyotes f o l l o w  where the c a t t l e  went, 
And g ray  wolves chorus i n  a mad lament, 
And d e a d l y  hemlock c l e a n s  up ten p e r  cent.  
Still would t h e  s c r i b b l e r s  cluster round the brink 
Calling f o r  more p e n s ,  more paper, and more i n k .  



Personnel records for the earliest years a r e  incomplete.  In  June, 
1907, The Lemhi Herald  c a r r i e d  a report  on the Forest  Service and 
l i s t e d  t h e  fol lowing employees : 

Supervisor: George Brntz 
A s s i s t a n t  Supervisor : William Swan 
Guards and Rangers,  and their areas: 

Ora Cockre l l  - Salmon C i t y  
Hontie Bus te r  - Sunf i e ld  
W. B .  Weber - Lernhi Agency 
F, W. Carl - Gibbonsvi l le  
E a r L  C i l b r e a t h  - Big Creek (Panther Creek) and Shoup 
R,  W, Young - Shoup 
E. M. Chr is tensen  and Ashton - P r a i r i e  Basin (Fozney) 
H. D. G e r r i s h  and Ross Tobias - C h a l l i s  (The Salmon Fore s t  

Reserve a t  this t i m e  inc luded  much of t h e  present Challis 
National F o r e s t )  

Wm. Skana fe l t  - Salmon River 
George Nichols - Preda to r  hunter i n  t h e  Junction area 
Jas. 41. Ryan was being recommended f o r  appointment as a ranger 

Xr. Swan repor ted  a need f o r  two good timbermen at Salmon, a ranger  
f o r  Loon Creek,  one f o r  S tanley  B a w d  o m  f o r  Greyhound, and t h e  
Salmon office needed a clerk and a map maker. The Herald repor ted  
t h a t  these forest o f f i c e r s  a r e  endeavoring t o  get t h e i r  s t a t i o n s  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  cab ins  b u i l t  and equipped, and the mountain trails opened 
from one d i s t r i c t  t o  another. M r .  Swan pointed ou t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
f o r c e  g e t s  s t rung  out i t  w i l l  be next  t o  impossible  for s tock - rus t l e r s  
t o  go through wi thout  be ing  spo t t ed  and stopped,  Strayed stock will 
be r epo r t ed -and  recovered ,  and a c l o s e  check w i l l  be kept  on fo res t  
and range f i r e s .  IJ 

The Salmon Nat ional  F o r e s t  i s  p a r t  of the Intermountain Region w i t h  
headquar te rs  i n  Ogden, Utah. 

Ear ly  Salmon Fores t  employees Fred Carl, Ross Tobias ,  and Fred Chase 
each tell about taking the Civil Serv i ce  Commission t e s t  f o r  ranger .  
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  the w r i t t e n  t e s t  there was a f i e l d  t e s t ,  adminis tered 
i n  a f i e l d  on the bar near  what i s  now Broadway and Third, about where 
Ikey's Beauty Shoppe now stands. Each a p p l i c a n t  was requi red  t o  make 
a p l a t  of a piece of ground, pace off a c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e ,  saddle a 
ho r se ,  use a diamond h i t c h  i n  packing a mule,  and pass a test  of target 
shooting and use of a gun. I n  1907 the  s a l a r y  f o r  a Fores t  Guard was 

l / " ~ o c a L  Porest s e r v i c e ,  " The Lemhi  iierald , Salmon, Idaho,  - 
June 2 7 ,  1907, p. 1. 



$720.  per year, soon r a i s e d  to $900., and i n  I909 t h e  nnnual s a l a r y  f o r  
Assistant  Ranger w a s  $1100. 1/ 

Fred Chase r e p o r t s  t h e  following location of personnel  in L909: 

Indianola - R. W .  Young 
Hughes Creek - Ora C o c k r r l l  
Salmon - Fim. Swan and Fred Chase 
Lemhi - George Ashton 
Forney - Morris  Chr i s tensen  
Junct ion - Harry Long 

Ross T a b i a s  started work f o r  the Salmon Fore s t  Reserve in April, 1907, 
at t h e  age of 2 1 ,  as a F o r e s t  Guard, and was Later promoted t o  Assistant 
Ranger. His c e r t i f i c a t e  bears the persona l  signature of S e c r e t a r y  of 
A g r i c u l t u r e  James Wilson. Tobias worked on the Lemhi and J u n c t i o n  
D i s t r i c t s  in 1909,  and in 1910 went t o  Cabin Creek S t a t i o n  a t  Forney. 
Earl G i l b r e a t h  was at Forney t h a t  y e a r ,  and Gus Schroeder was a t  
C a l i f o r n i a  Bar (Leesburg). The name A. L. Dryer appears i n  t h e  Tobias  
diary in 1913 at C a l i f o r n i a  Bar. 2/ 

Otis Slavin  remembers that i n  1914 ,  the  Lzcsburg Ranger was Ray Dryer, 
with Clarence NcCracken as ass i s tan t .  O t i s  Slavin and Paul Stratton 
worked on trail c r e w  under HcCracken. 21 

A 1915 map of t h e  ranger d i s t r i c t s  of the Salmon Nat iona l  F o r e s t  
shows 1 2  Districts: 

fndianola  - R. E.  Al lan 
Hughes Creek - Ora Cockre l l  
Four th  of July Creek - C. J.  Kr i ley  
From S a l  Xt. up t h e  east s i d e  of t h e  Salmon River t o  the  

Pahsimerai  - F. C .  Haman 
Leesburg ( C a l i f o r n i a  Bar)  - R .  L .  Dryer 
Porney (Cabin Creek) - J .  G a u t i e r  
From Carmen t o  Hat Creek, west of t h e  Salmon River - 

Wm. Swan 
Shoup (Garden Creek) - M. E .  -honey 
Lemhi, surrounding t h e  Indian Reserva t ion  - G. R.  Ashton 
Eeadore area, w e s t  of Leadore - Fred Chase 
J u n c t i o n ,  Grizzly H i l l  area which  had been t h e  Idaho p a r t  of 

the Beaverhead N a t i o n a l  Fo re s t  - C .  Nelson 
Gilmore - H. B. Webez 

l/Intesviews: Fred Carl, Salmon, Idaho, Yay 1, 1969 ;  Ross T o b i a s ,  - 
Salmon, Idaho,  May 27 ,  1970; Fred Chase, Boise, Idaho,  June 1, 1970. 

'/Ross T o b i a s ,  Forest Service Day Book, A p r i l  1907 - September, 1913 - 
3/Intrrview with O t i s  Slavin,  Boise,  Idaho ,  J u l y  18 ,  1969. - 





Later t h e  Lradore  and J u n c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  were combined under Fred Chase, 
and t h e  Gilmorc district was l a t e r  added. 

A more complete roster  of f o r e s t  personnel i s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Appendix. 

Salmon National  F o r e s t ,  To t n l  Permanent F ~ 1 l - ~ S i m e  Employers : 

Accidents Fatal to F o r e s t  Employees 

Herbert  G .  PtcPhrters, ass i s tan t  supe rv i so r ,  was k i l l e d  i n  ?fay 1926 .  
H e  and a foreman were r e t u r n i n g  by  truck t o  a Fores t  road crew near 
Morgan Creek when mechanical f a i l u r e  caused t h e  t ruck  t o  run o f f  t h e  
Salmon River road about 2 5  miles up r iver  f rom Salmon. XcPheters w a s  
killed and the foreman survived. 

A CCC e n r o l l e e  from Camp F-401, Ebenezelr Bar, was k i l l e d  in the s p r i n g  
of 1939 when s t r u c k  by a rock d i s l o d g e d  by t h e  spring thaw. 

C l a r e n c e  S c h u l t z ,  f o r e s t r y  foreman a t  CCC Camp F-401, Ebenezer Bar, was 
killed by l i g h t n i n g  on J u l y  11, 1939. Returning by t r a i l  from a 
f o r e s t  f i r e  which  they had ex t ingu i shed  i n  German Gulch,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  
P ine  Creek,  Mr. Schu l t z  and two CCC enro l l ees ,  George Lamenee and 
J ay  Morris,  were  s t r u c k  by  l i g h t n i n g .  Morr is  and Lawrence recovered. 

Ln 1941 a summer employee d ied  d u r i n g  Eire t r a i n i n g  camp on Papoose Creek, 
t r i b u t a r y  of Squaw Creek, Be was not  w e l l ,  became confused and wandered 
from the group. An all-night search w a s  conducted. His body was found  
t h e  next  morning. 

Frank Gibson,  member of a t r a i l  crew working i n  the Kiddle  F o r k  area 
i n  t h e  l95QVs, drowned w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f o r d  t h e  Middle Fork  on 
a h o r s e .  

I n  1956, O t t o  Crooked A m ,  member of an  Ind i an  f i r e - f i g h t i n g  crew, 
was k i l l e d  on a fire on t h e  head of Trapper Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Papoose 
creek west o f  the X i d d l e  Fork. He w a s  struck by a r o l l i n g  l o g .  

Two firefighters l o s t  their l i v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  Corn Creek f i r e  i n  1961.  
One d i e d  of a h e a r t  attack, and the o t h e r  was k i l l e d  in a highway 
accident e n r o u t e  home t o  McCamon a f t e r  the f i r e .  Though he was n o t  



on the Salmon Forest at the time of the acc ident ,  he was s t i l l  on t h e  
Forest p a y r o l l .  

I n  1964 a TBM plane crashed w h i l e  spraying f o r  spruce budworm. The 
p i l o t  was killed. 

Gary Y u l e  and John Jones were k i l l e d  June 2 4 ,  1970, when t h e i r  F o r e s t  
Service vehicle went i n t o  t h e  Salmon River near Indianola d u r i n g  h i g h  
water. Two o the r  employees r i d i n g  in t h e  t ruck  survived t h e  acc iden t .  



t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  o f f i c e r s  increased, so d i d  
their regu la t ions :  and i n s t r u c t i o n s .  One of t h e  e a r l i e s t  " U s e  Books," 
publist led i n  1907, had on ly  f o r t y  p a g e s ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the  purpose of 
the  N a t i o n a l  Forests  and the terms of t h e i r  u s e  by the  public. A Use 
Book o f  1918 was 1 6 8  pages, The 1928  manual was two and a h a l f  inches 
t h i c k  and today tire Forest Serv i ce  r e g u l a t i o n s  f i l l  many volumes. 

In  1944 I n s p e c t o r  J. N .  Kinney c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  un iqwnrs s  of the 
Salmon Fores t  among the F o r e s t s  of Xcgion Four because o f  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  Salmon; seven of  the e i g h t  ranger d i s t r i c t s  comprise an i s o l a t e d  
u n i t  de tached  f rom sur rounding  cconomlc,  topographic  and p o l i t i c a l .  
areas. i/ Kinnay considered t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  as an i d e a l  u n i t  f o r  a 
s o c i a l ,  economic o r  political s t u d y ,  which would show i t s  economic and 
sacicil relationship t o  the dependent  community. 

In 1 9 4 7  General  I n s p e c t i o n  oE Nord and Moncrief r e p o r t e d :  

The Salmon N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  i s  a b i g ,  i-mportant u n i t  i n  good 
c o n d i t i o n ,  w e l l  s t a f f e d ,  and w e l l  run .  Its t w  m i l l i o n  acres 
of rugged mountains f o r m  a major p a r t  of the Salmon River water- 
shed and c o n t a i n  a f i s h  and game r e s o u r c e  o f  n a t i o n a l  importance.  
Its forage  s u p p o r t s  a  s i z e a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  economy w i t h  some 
13,000 c a t t l e  and 36,000 sheep under permi t .  Sus ta ined  y i e l d  of 
merchantable  timber i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more than adequate for the 
f u e l ,  wood, lumber,  and p o l e  needs of the  l o c a l  popu la t ion .  L t  
h a s  been and s t i l l  i s  a b i g  producer  of minera l  wea l th .  

The Salmon and i t s  p e o p l e  have a c h a r a c t e r  of t h e i r  own. They 
are independen t ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  and a t  t he  same t ime p r o g r e s s i v e .  
Since the days  of L e w i s  and Clark they have been p ioneer ing  .... 
M o s t  unsolved Salmon problems are i n t e r e s t i n g  because they  t i e  
i n  so c lose ly  t o  this t r a d i t i o n a l  character .  They are p r i m a r i l y  
prohlerns of taming and u s i n g ,  and y e t  p r e s e r v i n g ,  t h e  p r i s t i n e  
w i l d e r n e s s .  

The Salmon i s  a  back-country f o r e s t ,  bu t  i s  managed and used  by 
an  a l e r t  and forward-looking s t a f f  and p u b l i c .  Its g r e a t e s t  
p r o d u c t s  w i l l  a lways  be water f o r  d i s t a n t  farms and cormnunitirs, 
t o g e t h e r  with wildlife and other r e c r e a t i o n  values  which are  no t  
measured i n  d o l l a r s .  Therefore, the fac t  that the cash receipts 
are c o n s i d e r a b l y  lower than  e x p e n d i t u r e s  cannot be used as a 
measure of its importance.  / 

l / J .  X Kinney, " I n s p e c t i o n  R e p o r t , "  Hay 13, l O 4 4 ,  p .  1. - 
')/Xord - Moncrief,  "Cenesal I n s p e c t i o n  Report ,"  August 5 ,  1 9 4 7 .  - 



I, Administrative S i t c s  and Improvements 

Boss Tobias ,  who star ted as a Forest employee in A p r i l ,  1907,  
recalls that the e a r l i e s t  F o r e s t  headquarters i n  Salmon was an 
ups ta i r s  office on the n o r t h  s ide  of M a b  Stree t ,  in the Brown 
block near Center S t r e e t ,  l a t e r  known as  the Cavaness Building.  
F o r e s t  Service keadquar ters were later moved across  in Street 
to an upsta irs  o f f i c e  in t he  p re sen t  McPherson bu i ld ing .  New 
headquarters w e r e  built dur ing  the 1 9 3 0 ' s  a t  Union and HcPheruon. 
In October, 1965, the Salmon Hat iona l  Fores t  moved into a new 
building north of Salmon, on the east side of U. S. Highway 9 3 ,  
retaining their  Enion S t r e e t  p rope r ty  for Ranger Distr ic t  Read- 
quarters  , warehouse and s to rage .  

Ranger o r  Guard S t a t i o n s  before 1908 were likely to c o n s i s t  of a 
t en t  platform and frame w i t h  a wall t e n t  stretched over them. 
Ross Tobias remembers tha t  during h i s  f i r s t  s i x  months in t h e  
F o r e s t  Service (1907) he never had a meal in a house unless he 
stopped in at a mine like the Lost Packer far a d inne r .  He had 
no cabin ;  j u s t  camped out a l l  t h e  time. One o f  his early j o b s  
w a s  to survey the  boundaries o f  the Salmon River F o r e s t  Reservc. 
He and Ora Cockrell went t o  Loon Creek, out past Custer and clear 
t o  Marsh Valley. 

As soon as possible a£ t e r  the establishment of the Salmon River 
F o r e s t  Reserve, cabins were built for the personnel in the field. 
However, no more than $500. was allowed to be s p e n t  on any one 
bu i ld ing .  By 1919 a limit of $450- was allowed to b u i l d  a 
ranger 's  home on his ranger district. 

Many of the earliest r ange r  cab ins  o r  guard s t a t i o n s  are not i n  
existence today, and some have been rep laced  b y  newer s t ruc tu res .  
Some of the old-t imers  have reminisced about a E m  of the  ea r l i e r  
bu i ld ings .  

On May 25, 1907,  R ~ s s  Tobias rode to Opal Creek t o  locate a 
p o s s i b l e  site f o r  a Ranger Station. 

In November, 1907, Ross Tobias a s s i s t e d  Ranger Dave Laing and 
Guard Gerrish i n  surveying f o r  t h e  Ranger S t a t i o n  on Laon Creek, 

Ora Cockrell  b u i l t  the f i r s t  s t a t i o n  at Hughes Creek in 1909. 

Fred Chase remembers a S t a t i o n  up P a t t e e  Creek in 1909. 

At one time there were t w o  ranger d i s t r i c t s  near J u n c t i o n .  One 
was i n  Region I ,  admin i s t e r ing  that part o f  t h e  Beaverhead National 
Forest w e s t  OE the Continental Divide and in Idaho;  the  o the r  
was  a r a n g e r  d i s t r i c t  i n  the o l d  ternhi Nat ional  F o r e s t .  In 1913 



most o f  t h e  Beaverhead Forest  west of t h e  Divide  was t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  Salmon, adding a new d i s t r i c t .  Later t h i s  d i s t r i c t  becarne 
part o f  the Leadore D i s t r i c t .  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1910 Fred Chase and Gus Schroeder b u i l t  a  
r a n g e r  station at t h e  f o r k s  of J e s s e  Creek,  and fenced about 
40 a c r e s .  The snow was deep and they  used a  s l e i g h  and team. The 
J e s s e  Creek site is p r e s e n t l y  used as a s t o r a g e  area and horse 
p a s t u r e .  

The Gilmore Kanger S t a t i o n  w a s  a L i t t l e  below Gilnmre, near  t h e  
Gray P u r c e l l  ranch. Harry Coleman lived a t  a "fire s t a t i o n "  
on Eightmile Creek n e a r  t h e  o l d  Rohannon ranch .  The F o r e s t  had 
40  acres there and k e p t  f i r e  tools and equ ipmen t  at t h e  s t a t i o n .  

Ross Tobias and Ranger Long rode  f r o m  Tendoy (Lemhi) Station i n  
. Augusts 1909, t o  Alder  Creek,  found t'. S.  Survey c o r n e r s  and 

surveyed f o r  a ranger s t a t i o n .  

Before  t h e  r a n g e r  s t a t i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Yellowjacket, about 
1924 ,  the  r a n g e r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  that d i s t r i c t  were a t  t h e  
Mormon Ranch on  the Middle Fork.  Money was a l l o t t e d  t o  b u i l d  a 
d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  the Middle Fork  d i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  mouth 
of C a m a s  Creek, b u t  i n  1924  In spec to r  C .  Ne Waods noted t h a t  
place was very d r y ,  with l i t t l e  forage;  t imber w a s  not  handy; 
t h e r e  was no chance to buy hay f o r  d e l i v e r y  t h e r e ;  and i t  was i n  
an out-of-the-way comer of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  C. N e  Woods a u t h o r i z e d  
S u p e r v i s o r  S c r i b n e r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  on Yellowjacket 
Creek, s i n c e  i t  was more c e n t r a l ,  w i t h  wagon road  and te lephone.  

The Forney Ranger S t a t i o n  was changed from Cabin Creek t o  Capper 
Creek i n  1 9 2 0 ,  .U Wheeler and Earl Kingsbury built the  new 
s t a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  road from Dumy Creek (now Coba l t )  . A l  Wheeler 
was the f i rs t  r a n g e r  t o  occupy i t .  

When t h e  Medicine Lodge D i s t r i c t  was part of  t h e  Salmon F o r e s t ,  
from 1938 t o  1948, t h e  summer home o f  t h e  r a n g e r  was Warm S p r i n g s  
Ranger S t a t i o n ,  34 miles f r o m  Dubois. Also on t h a t  d i s t r i c t  were 
t h e  o l d  Kaufman station and Coal K i l n  ranger  s t a t i o n .  

I n  1941  t h e  name o f  t h e  Tendoy r a n g e r  d i s t r i c t  was changed t o  
Lemhi , 

At v a r i o u s  times the r ange r  d i s t r l c t  boundaries were changed f o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  purposes.  In  1915 t h e r e  were  twelve ranger d i s t r i c t s .  
These were combined i n  v a r i o u s  ways t o  e i g h t  in 1916, seven in 
1923, e i g h t  i n  1938 w i t h  the addition of t h e  Xedic ine  Lodge D i s t r i c t ,  
seven again i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' ~ ~  f ive  through the 1960's and a t  p r e s e n t  
the  Salmon Nat iona l  Fo re s t  is  admin i s te red  by four r a n g e r  d i s t r i c t s .  



Communications 

One of the  f i r s t  rnanagemmt o b j e c t i v e s  a f t e r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  0 2  t h e  
Salmon River Fores t  Reserve i n  1906 w a s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a communication 
sys tern. 

Mkil was one of t he  f i r s t  means of  communicatiot~ used .  This - 
proved inadequate  du r ing  t imes of forest f i r e .  

Runners were used i n  times of f i r e  or o the r  emergency. 
Rtinners went by horseback i f  t h e r e  were t r a i l s ,  b u t  of ten went 
on f o o t  i f  t h e  count ry  w a s  too rough f o r  a horse .  

Telephone.  In  some places telephone l i n e s  were b u i l t  b e f o r e  
there were rangers' cabins .  There was a l ready a t e l aphone  l i n e  
from Salmon t o  Leesburg, completed i n  Ju ly  1906, owned by t h e  
Shoups. A/ In August of 1907 Salmon w a s  connected with the  
o u t s i d e  world when H. J. Bagley of Baker completed a l i n e  t o  
Dubois and connected w i t h  t h e  B e l l  long-dis tance system, and 
people  of Lemhi County could t a l k  t o  o u t s i d e  p o i n t s .  Salmon 
t e l e p h o n e  headquar te rs  were i n  P y e a t t ' s  d rugs to re .  The s t a t i o n s  
along t he  l i n e  inc luded  Salmon, Baker, Sunf i e l d ,  ~ e e s '  Store  
(Lemhi), Junc t ion ,  Gilmore, ~eimer's Camp, blood's s tock  ranch ,  Reno, 
Liddy 's  su lphur  s p r i n g s  and Dubois. The Farmer's l i n e  from 
Year i anv i l l e  t o  Bannis te r  w a s  an important  s i d e  convenience. / 

I n  October,  1907 ,  i t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t he  Fores t  telephone l i n e  
between Forney and C h a l l i s  was near ing  completion and l a t e r  t h a t  
fall F. C .  Wells, f o r e s t  construction eng inee r ,  and Earl Gilbreath 
of the Fores t  Service went t o  Shoug t o  i n s p e c t  the r o u t e  f o r  a 
te lephone l i n e  t o  I n d i a n o l a ,  Fred Carl repor ted  a l i n e  was planned 
up the  North Fork, whi l e  Newton Nibbs and Wil lard Rood were 
ass igned  t o  b u i l d  a line from Leesburg up h r n e t t  Creek ta Big 
(Panther) Creek. I n  November 1907 there  w a s  an est imated 324 
miles of  phone l i n e  i n  ope ra t i on  i n  Lemhi County and the  
contemplated Fo re s t  Serv ice  l i n e s  would b r ing  t h i s  t o  400 
m i l e s .  2,' 

Fred Carl r e c a l l s  that one of his f i r s t  d u t i e s  as ranger  on 
Hughes Creek was stringing telephone lines. 41 Ross Tobias 
worked on t h e  Indianola-Blue Nose phone l i n e  i n  1912, along 
w i t h  Rangers R. E. Al lan  and R .  L. Dryer. 5-1 i n  1916 t h e  Salmon 
C i t y  and Western Telephone Company, which had operated a ground- 

l/'rhe Lemhi Berald, August 1, 1906 - 
2 / ~ h e  Lemhi Herald,  August 1 5 ,  1907.  - 
3/"N0tes an Fo re s t  progress ,"  The Lsmhi I l e ra ld ,  November 28, 1907. 
4/Zntesvit;w with Fred Carl, Salmon, Idaho,  A p r i l  30, 1969 .  - 
5/Ross T o b i a s ,  Fores t  Day Book Diary.  - 



s d  telephone l i n e  from Salmon to  Leesburg and Yelllowj acket , 
owned by the  ~houp's turned t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  over t o  t he  F o r e s t  
Service . 
Ttle fa l lowing  report: on telephone l i n e s  u f  Lernhi County i n  
1917 was prepared f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  during Uor3d 14ar 1 by 
Salmon Forest SupervJsor  Dana Parkinson. 

Lemki Telephone Company: 
--One m e t a l l i c  copper  c i r c u i t ,  Amstead, Xontana t o  Salmon, Idahu 
--One graunded copper c i r c u i t ,  Armstead, Xontana t o  Salmon, Idaho. 
--One m e t a l l i c  copper c i r c u i t ,  Leador2 t o  Gilaore. 
--Om grounded copper c i r c u i t ,  Leadore t o  Gilmore.  
--Various r u r a l  l i n e s .  

Forest Serv ice  wires: 
- -Xetal l fc  c i r c u i t ,  Salmon t o  Indianola Ranger Station. 
--Grounded c i r c u i t ,  I n d i a n o l a  to Shoup and to  Blue Nose Mounta in .  
--Grounded c i r c u i t ,  N o r t h f o r k  t o  G ibbonsv i l l e ,  with l a t z r a l  

along Hughes Creek and D i t c h  Creek. 

The fo l lowing  Forest Service wires connect a t  a ranch house near 
Forney, w i t h  r u r a l  lines operated b y  Lemhi  Telephone Company: 
- - h e  grounded c i r c u i t ,  F o r n e ~  t o  C h a l l i s .  A t  Cha l l i s  t h e  

Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company has  wires 
connecting w i t h  o u t s i d e  p o i n t s .  

--One grounded c i r c u i t ,  Forney to Xeyers Cove. 
--One grounded c l rcuiL,  Forney t o  Yellow Jacket. 
--One grounded c i r c u i t ,  Forney t o  mouth of Big Creek (Panther 

Creek), and l a t e r  t o  Shoup. 

The Furest Service b u i l t  and maintains a telephone l i n e  to 
Cathedral  Xuuntsin t o  t h e  Lookout there, for Eire protection. 

No telegraph lines. 2 
A Fores t  Serv ice  te lephone  l i n e  was built from Salmon to Taylor 
Xountain via Lake Xountain in 1918- It was Largely a "tree 
line" built on e x i s t i n g  t r e e s .  O t i s  Slavin, who began working 
for the Forest Service i n  1914, r e c a l l s  working on this line 
i n  2918, u n t i l  he entered the army, when he was replaced by 
J. L. QtQuinn from Cabin Creek. / 

I n  1924 t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice  owned no lines in the L e m k i  River 
watershed. The two ranger s t a t i o n s  i n  this area used the  
commercial line a v a i l a b l e .  Tbe Salmon Forest  developed two 
s epa ra t~  telephone systems down the Salmon River ,  with one on 
the n o r t h  s i d e  and one on the south side, and a f i r e  d i s p a t c h e r  

l/~ana Parkinson, "Reconnaissance Report  f o r  t h e  g i l t t a x y  Information - 
D%vlsion, " 19l.7. 

2 / 0  tis Slavin 



l oca t ed  at Cove Creek. By 1924 there were 305 miles o f  
telephone line on t h e  F o r e s t .  In 1928 new telephone line 
was b u i l t  between Hiddle Fork Peals and Yel.Low Jacke t  Ranger 
S t a t i o n .  T h i s  connected t h e  westernmost p o i n t ,  Two-Point Lookout 
between the Salmon and t h e  Idaho (now Paye t t e )  w i t h  t he  main 
phone l i n e  t o  t h e  eas t .  

Ear ly  te lephone  lines used the "f ixed t ie:" the  line was 
firmly a t t a c h e d  t o  e a c h  i n s u l a t o r  which i n  turn was f a s t e n e d  
hard and fast t o  the  tree o r  po le .  A t r e e  f a l l i n g  a c r o s s  
t h e  line would break i t .  A Fores t  Service employee developed 
t h e  " s p l i t  i n s u l a t o r ' '  which allowed the  line t o  go th rough  
without being  f a s t ened  t o  i t .  Also, t he  i n s u l a t o r  was 
f a s t ened  t o  t h e  t r e e  i n  such a way that i f  a t r e e  fell. across 
t h e  l i n e ,  t h e  i n s u l a t o r  would coma of f  t he  t r e e  before the 
l i n e  broke. 

A p o r t a b l e  phone w a s  used by t r a v e l e r s  a long telephone l i n e s .  
I t  w a s  about  t he  size of a t h r ee  b a t t e r y  f l a s h l i t e  and used  a 
buzzer  i n s t e a d  of b e l l s .  

Telephone was the main  form of communication i n  the  days before  
r a d i o .  

Heliograph was ea r ly  used by lookouts  in r e p o r t i n g  f i r e s .  The 
he l i og raph  used the sun's rays r e f l e c t e d  on a nrounted mir ror  - - 

t o  send messages by Morse code. Some of the drawbacks i n  the  
he l iograph:  s t a t i o n s  sending and r ece iv ing  had t o  be wi th in  
v i s i b l e  d i s t a n c e ;  i t  could n o t  be  used on cloudy d a y s ;  one 
cou ld  send messages from west t o  eas t  on ly  i n  the mornings ,  
and from east t o  w e s t  on ly  in t he  a f t e rnoons ;  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  
t o  find men f o r  lookouts  who knew Xwrse code. L/ 

C a r r i e r  pigeons.  There was a n  a t tempt  made on t he  Idaho Fores t  
t o  use c a r r i e r  pigeons.  This  was not s u c c e s s f u l .  Hany b i r d s  
d i sappeared  and the smokechasers were acc r~s sd  of e a t i n g  ti= 
b i r d s  since r a t i o n s  q u i t e  o f t e n  r a n  s h o r t .  &/ 

Radio was a g r e a t  boon t o  Fores t  Serv i ce  cammunication but 
t h e r e  were many problems t o  so lve .  The first r a d i o s  used,  
around 1925 o r  1929,  r equ i r ed  a pack s t r i n g  to  haul one, wi th  
t o o l s  and equipment t o  set i t  up. 

I n  1934 the Salmon Forest had the fol lowing r ad io  set-up: 

A t  Salmon - I M set used a s  a c e n t r a l  control f o r  the Forest  
radio network. When f i r e  season is on w i l l  be hooked 
up cont inuous ly  and o p e r a t o r  on hand t o  r e c e i v e  ca l l s  

1 / F .  E. Powers - 



from Sa.Lmon field stat ions . 
Field Sectional Radio control S tn t ions  repor t  inz disec t t o  
s t a t i o n s  having te lephone into sectional radio c o n t r o l  
Salmon, and r e p o r t i n g  by r a d i o  stations: 
direct t o  Salmnun: 

Lake Xountain - SP set . . . . . .Sal - PF set  
Sheephorn - SP set  

Long Tom - M set , . , , . . . . . B u t t ' s  Creek - SP set 
Stoddard  - PF s e t  

X i d d l e  Fork Peak - SF s e t .  . . . .Sugar LoaE - PF s e t  
(emergency point o n l y )  

Three additional PF sets were placed w i t h  road and trail 
crews. lJ 

There were no portable two-way radios, so the Fore s t  Service 
set up a shop and developed the  SPF set. F .  E .  Powers recalls 
using one in 1937. It weigfrled 1 7  pounds b u t  w a s  very usable. 

When World War 11 began, the  A m y  dld not have two-way radio, 
s o  t h e y  r e q u i s i t i o n e d  the Forest Service radios until they  
c o u l d  develop and produce their own. Improvements were 
developed r a p i d l y ,  so each new i s s u e  of radio was vastly better 
than t h e  l a s t .  Glenn Thompson recalls t h a t  during the war t h e  
Army always r e q u i s i t i o n e d  the  newest radias t h a t  the Fores t  
Service had acquired. 

l/"Nemo f o r  RQ Files," June 2 1 ,  1934, p .  4 .  - 



3 .  Transpor t a t i on  

Trails were opened up as soon as poss ib l e  a f t e r  t he  es tab l i shment  
of the Fo re s t .  Some Indian t r a i l s  o r  mining trails were improved 
and new trails were built as needed f o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n .  Through 
t h e  years s t anda rds  w e r e  developed for trails used f a r  d i f f e x s n t  
purposes. By 1924 trails were usually referred to as primary t r a i l s ,  
secondary t r a i l s ,  and way o r  Eire-ways. Inspec tor  C. N .  Woods 
advised that "way trails" should be well b l a z e d ,  w i t h  enough work 
done so a man cou ld  get through w i t h  a pack horse without difficulty. 
Ordinarily no dugout work was done a n  way t r a i l s ;  on ly  c u t t i n g  ou t  
of l o g s  which ho r se s  could not r e a d i l y  step over ,  and s tand ing  
t i m b e r  removed t o  a l l o w  a horse  through w i t h  a n  o r d i n a r y  pack .  
Xt. Wood suggested that i f  no more than  35 horses  used a r o u t e  per 
gear i t  cauLd be c l a s s i f i e d  as  a way. More than  35 horses clas- 
s i f i e d  i t  as a t r a i l ,  and maintenance should  be done a c c o r d i n g l y .  
A t ruck  trail w a s  a low s t a n d a r d  mad, n i n e  f e e t  wide  and i t  u s u a l l y  
followed along a r i d g e ,  going up and down w i t h  the r i d g e ,  w i t h  
l i t t l e  e f f o r t  t o  reduce  t h e  percent o f  grade .  X s i x  foot  saw, an 
ax, and wedges were used fn early trail wark. Where p o s s i b l e ,  trail 
workers plowed wi th  a horse and a two-way o r  reversible plow. 

A 1924  repor t  on t r a i l  work on t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  inc ludes  the 
fo l lowing :  

--The Clear Creek t r a i l  and the Colson Creek trail were built fa 

--In 1923 a t r a i l  was built from the mouth oE Csmas Creek down the  
Hidd le  Pork through the canyon t o  the Mormon ranch, the n a i n  
o b j e c t  being to a v o i d  the c l imb by tke o ld  t r a i l  over Aparejas 
H i l l .  

--The t r a i l  f rum Salmon City t o  Baldy Mountain could be improved 
by remnval of rock; the s t eepe r  stretches run 25 t o  354. 

--There are s t r e t c h e s  on the China Springs - Taylor Mountain Tra i l  
t h a t  arc 50% grade. 

--A srart had been made t o  c u t  out a t r a i l  between the Blackbird 
Lookout and t h e  main Redrock - C a t h e d r a l  Xountain - Divide  t r a i l .  
T h i s  s e c t i o n  is a valuable p r o t e c t i v e  t r a i l .  

--The old prospector's t ra i l  across Hoodoo and Laki? Creeks and up 
C a p  Creek is in places very steep, with 25 t o  4QX grade ,  

--The Xidd la  Fork Peak guard has b u i l t  a trail from h i s  camp under 
the  Middle Fork Peak saddle up t o  the saddle. 

--Tllrzre iu a t r a i l  and a wav, west from Hiddle Fork  Peak t o  Horman 



ranch on the Xiddle Pork via Warm S p r i n g s  Creak. Dropping o f f  
t h e  mountain t h e  grade is from 30 t o  50%. A s  much as 80 pounds 
of  t e l e p h o n e  w i r e  h a s  been packed by horses  up t h i s  t r a i l .  

--A trail. has been proposed down t h e  X i d d l e  Fork below the  >formon 
ranch as far  as t h e  mouth o f  Big Creek ,  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  a f  t h e  
r i ve r ,  A t  present t h e  trail i s  on t h e  west s i d e  from t h e  Xoman 
ranch t o  Snowshoe Joi.msonrs cabin, f o r d i n g  there t o  t h e  east  s i d e .  

--There is a f o r d  a t  Snowshoe Johnson's  c a b i n  across t h e  Xidd le  Fork  
and a t r a i l  down t h e  east s i d e  tvo miles t o  Wilson Creek, up 
Wilson Creek a t ~ d  over to t h e  Haodoo meadows on Hoodoo Crzek. 'Chere 
are  several b r i d g e s  across Wilson Creek which  w i l l  soon be t o o  
r o t t e n  t o  use. T h e s e  b r i d g e s  nerd no t  bc rrplsced since the trail 
i s  used o n l y  i n  summer when t h e  creek can be fo rded .  (Vegetation 
s i n c e  the Wilson Creek f i r e  of 1929 has reclaimed the early trail 
and today travel down Wilson Creek i s  very d i f f  i c n l  t )  . 

--There i s  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  trail between Leesbt l rg and H~)r:+tack >fountain 
when t h e  d o w ~  t i n b e r  is  removed. 

--The t r a i l  down P i n e  Creek i s  v e r y  poor ,  parts oE i t  r u n n i n g  from 
25 to 40:; grade and in places it is very brushy .  

--The trail from Shoup down the Salman River to Colsorl Creek i s  i n  
good shape.  Much rock  work had been done on it since 1916. 

--The trail and road from Horse Creek Hot Springs up  Horse Creek t o  
Blue Xose i s  good except f o r  down t i m b e r .  

--The trail from Blue Xose t o  Shoup via Horse F l y  cabin is  very good. 

--The s h o r t  c u t  trail from Indianola up Ulysses Xountain t o  t h e  loakout  
is e:ccessively s t e e p ,  30 to 40% i n  places. 

--The t r a i l  u p  U l y s s e s  Xounta in  t o  Grizzl:? Spr ing  is  acceptab le .  

--A s a t i s f a c t o r y  t r a i l  runs  from Hughes Creek ranger  ststion t o  the  
S t e i n  Mountain Lookout. Some s t r e t c h e s  are  as s t e e p  as 35%. 

The Timber Creek watershed has  t r a i l s  up m o s t  o f  t h e  main Forks. 
l3ese t r a i l s  should be maintained by b l a z i n g ,  and c u t t . i n g  out down 
t imber .  L/ 

The t r a i l  grader  was invented b y  John Raphae l ,  Later Superv i so r  of t h e  
Weiser F o r e s t .  It had a n  ad jus t ab le  b l a d e  abou t  2!5 feet  by 1 2  i n c h e s ,  
pul led by a horse  from a singletree. This was a common t o o l  i n  t r a i l -  

1/ C .  N. Woods, "Salmon Inspect ion Repor t , "  August: 1 0 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  p p .  9-71.  - 



b u i l d i n g .  There i s  s t i l l  a t r a i l  g r a d e r  on the  Salmon Forest (1970). l/ 
D i f f s r e n t  types o f  t r a i l  graders  i n  1928 included ~ h e  Light  weight: 
Varner ;  medium w e i g h t  Qui l len  and C a l i f o r n i a ;  heavy weight D-L and 
Beacty .  21 

High water made t h e  Salaon River t r a i l  b e l o w  Shoup impassab le  f o r  three 
to six weeks each y e a r .  D.  E.  Romano in 1925 recumended a h i g h e r  
trail down t h e  Salmon Rives, w i t h  a b r i d g e  a c r o s s  OWL Creek so the t r a i l  
could be used  throughout the year .  2/ 

The sheep b r i d g e  a c r o s s  Pan the r  Creek a t  t h e  mouth of Dry Gu lch  had 
washed o u t  i n  t h e  f lood  of 1926,  making i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  Forest  Of f i ce r s  
t o  go t o  t h e  mouth of Garden Creek ,  d u r i n g  h i g h  vater ,  in o r d e r  t o  
reach Sage Brush Lookout and Clear Creek. A new t r a i l  b r i d g e  was briil. t 
a c r o s s  Wayden Creek i n  1929 j u s t  below T o b i a s  Creek.  A s h e e p  b r i d g e  
was b u i l t  i n  1930 on Hayden Creek ,  just above the  mouth of East Waytlen 
Creek .  

Meltrin and Marion Honey w e r e  t h e  trail crew in the Yel lowjacke t  area 
i n  1930. F rank  X e d  d i d  t h e  b l a s t i n g .  4 /  The Williams Creek b y  and 
the Deep Creek Ridge Way were  i n s p e c t e d b y  Kinney i n  1930. These were 
f i r e  ways, f o r  t r a v e l  by f i r e  guards  t o  f i r e s  by d a y  o r  n i g h t .  O t h e r  
"ways" were  t h e  East Owl Creek Way, from the  Owl Creek Park  t o  t h e  Bear 
Trap r i d g e ;  and t h e  P a r t e e  Creek - Yeadows Way. 
In 1 9 3 1  t h e r e  were trails maintained by smokechasers on Colson Creek, 
Skunk Camp Lookout Trail, Skunk Camp t o  Salmon River, which descended 
over  4000 feet i n  about 3!5 miles, and one b e i n g  built up Horse Creek,  
where  there was an  o l d  t r a p p e r ' s  way t h a t  was s l o w  and dangerous .  
There was a new t r a i l  on West Horse Creek w i t h  t read  made by horse  and 
t r a i l  plow. 

The Shoup pack b r i d g e ,  built i n  1914 by Jack Bundy, was r e p a i r e d  i n  
2927 ( s o u t h  tower  r e p l a c e d )  b u t  by L93L needed f u r t h e r  r e p a i r s  of new 
s t i r r u p s ,  s t r i n g e r s ,  and r a i l i n g .  - 5/ By 1939 t h i s  b r i d g e  was unsafe 
and was so l abe l ed .  

By 1933 t h e r e  was a pack b r i d g e  a t  the south of Big Creek on the 
Middle Fork;  by  1934 a pack b r i d g e  a t  Brushy Creek. &/ 

11 F, E. Powers.  - 
2 /  C .  3 .  Woods, "Salmon Inspection Report ," August 2 9 ,  1 9 1 8 ,  p. 5 .  - 
3 /  D. E.  Romano, "District I Inspec t i on , "  Hay 23,  1928, p .  4 .  - 
4 /  J. N .  Kinney, "~emorsndum of Inspection," .July 2 2 ,  1930, p. 5 .  - 
5 /  J. N .  Kinney, "Inspect ion Rcpor t , "  October 7 ,  L931, p. 2 .  - 

6 /  Interview w f r h  Les Gutzman, S a h o n ,  Idaho ,  October 23, 1969. - 



Ltn 1939 t he  C lea r  Creek s e c t i o n  o f  t he  Crag Ways was constr t lc tcd by  
~lrtilur Lud.cri+g, u n d e r  Ranger A .  R ,  ?kConkie, and a pnck b r i d g e  was 
b u i l t  amass t h e  Yiddlc  F o r k  a t  CrandaLl's r a n c h  ( F l y i n g  B )  . 
Horses  and Pack Animals. T r a i l s  w e r e  of g r e a t  importance i n  the  
Fores t  f o r  Eire control, even a£ ter roads were b u i l t .  rllLso importance 
i n  t h r  a r e a  of f i r e  control were t he  horses  and pack anisah which 
traveled the trails. then  the Salmon F o r e s t  was established, each 
ranger was required to f u r n i s h  his own saddle  ho r se ,  and t o  pay  the  
F o r e s t  Service annually f o r  its feed. The F o r e s t  Service kept  a 
few horses f o r  use by i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  and o the r s .  I n  1916 there 
were  eleven Government horses on t h e  Salmon Forcs t .  

Xss. Jim Xahoaey (Xarian)  remembers two F o r e s t  Service mules a t  
I nd i ano l a  i n  the l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s :  o l d  "J immy"  and " ~ o b o . "  !hen the men 
wsr2  all awalr t h e  women would have t o  put t h e  mules and horses  o u t  t o  
p a s t u r e  and b r i n g  them i n  a t  night. ?ITS. C l i n t  Quesnel (Barba ra )  
showed Sue Mahoney, wha was just a child, haw to hobb le  the  bell-mare,  
Sue took care of the ho r se s  and mules without  any trouble, w h i c h  
s u r p r i s e d  the men. But  t he  mules could jump fences and open g a t e s .  
The c o r r a l  fence was r a i s e d  t o  about n i n e  po l e s ,  but i f  "Jimmy" was 
left alone, he would still jump i t .  A/ 

The Forest Service has o f t e n  h i r ed  p r o f e s s i o n a l  packers  and t h e i r  
packs t r ings  f o r  s p e c i f i c  j obs ,  such as haul ing bui ld ing  ma te r i a l s  f o r  
3 l o u k ~ u t  o r  a pack b r i d g e ,  o r  n a t e r i a l s  t o  and from f i r es .  
V a l l a c e  S t ,  Clair was one of the e a r l i e s t  packers for the  F o r e s t .  
Other packers have been Frank Lantz, Earl Poyner, Elmer Phillips, and 
Horace Marsing. 

In 1952 a safety t r a i n i n g  f i l m  "Horse Sense" w a s  made on t h e  Salmon 
Fores t .  Most of t h e  filming was done around t h e  mouth of the Middle 
Fork  and i n  t h e  Crags. The Eilm showed the care and use of horses 
and mules, emphasizing t r a i l  and camping u s e ;  h o b b l e s ,  b e l l s ,  feed ,  
e t c  . It was filmed for F o r e s t  Service, sponsored by the Department of 
AA.griculture.  The Eilm won a Sational S a f e t y  Council award f o r  progriim 
con rent  and' t echnique ,  and w a s  r e l e a s e d  f o r  t e l e v i s i o n  showing. Wit bin  
3 s h o r t  t i m e  t h e  primary users of the film were dude r anche r s*  

Roads,  "Winter roads" were sometimes used i n  places where t r a v e l  was 
difficult and the b u i l d i n g  of r e g u l a r  roads w a s  no t  feasible. A 
winter road mentioned e a r l i e r  was one over Lost Tra i l  Pass around 1900. 
Snow in t h e  w i n t e r  covered the boulders  and smoothed t h e  way, making 
it possible t o  t r a v e l  w i t h  h o r s e s  and s l e i g h s .  Winter  roads were used 
by l ogge r s  i n  areas where it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  b u i l d  roads.  A winte r  
road was used i n  Poflard Creek by loggers  in  1923.  - 2 /  In 1923 F o r e s t  

I/ Interview with J i m  and Marian Kahot~ey,  Otltaber 2 2 ,  1969. 
4 

2 /  C .  B. Xorse, "Tnspection Report ,"  August 8, 1 9 7 3 ,  p .  1. - 
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Serv ice  Inspector  U .  S. S w a r t z  recommended a winter road be b u i l t  
by Rol ts and Ol tmer  between t h e i r  m i l l  and the timber up linyden 
Creek,  where slide rock and s o l i d  r o c k  made o r d i n a r y  road b u i l d i n g  
impractical. L/ 

Rich Knoblock describes the  "winter  road" procedure which w a s  a 
common p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  Salmn count ry  i n  the e a r l y  1930's .  They 
put one end o f  t he  l o g s  on a s l e d ;  the l o g s  and sled made t he  road i n  
the h e m y  snow. Increased  use and more snow and f r eez ing  improved 
t h e  road.  You could go around a f a i r l y  steep s lope  even where there 
was no road. Rnoblock used t h i s  method on k d l e t z  Creek. 2 1  Another - 
name f o r  the winter road w a s  a snow road. 

The f i r s t  roads i n  t h e  Salmon Fores t  were improved wagon roads.  In 
1928 I n s p e c t o r  C .  N .  Woods rode t h e  Government Dodge truck from 
Prairie Basin t o  Yellowjacket Ranger Station and b a c k ,  and then t o  
Meyers Cove and back t o  Eind o u t  if i n  case of f i r e ,  men and supp l i e s  
could  be t ranspor ted  by  truck. H e  found i t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  need ing  
some maintenance on h igh  cen te r s .  I/ In 1930 Supervisor  Kinney found 
the  n i n e  miles of road  from ~ e a c o c k ' s  ranch (mouth of Napiss  Creek) 
to Laesburg barely passable t o  Ford c a r s  bccause of h igh  centers .  
Other  c a r s  w i t h  lower clearance could not  make i t .  41 - 

In  1 9 3 1  work was begun on the Spring Creek motorway and the Williams 
Creek road. Roads i n  the Fores t  were still b e i n g  graded w i t h  harse- 
drawn g rade r s .  Power e n t h u s i a s t s  recommended going e n t i r e l y  t o  
mechanized equipment,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  favored continued use  o f  teams of 
horses  on the r o a d s ,  p a r t l y  s o  they would be ready f o r  use  on f i r e s ,  
t o  p u l l  f i r e  plows. 51 

Though t h e r e  w a s  a wagon road t o  Leesburg and Forney, t h e  o n l y  auto 
r o u t e  in 1932  was up  t h e  Salmon River and over icIorgan Creek. The 
road over  W i l l i a m s  Creek was n o t  f i n i s h e d .  Down Panther Creek below 
Napias Creek there was only a pack t r a i l .  6 /  - 

In t h e  1930's  many miles o f  road were built on the Salmon Fores t .  
Men from t h e  CCC camps built t he  road down t h e  Salmon R i v e r  below 

1/ U .  S. Swartz,  Logging Engineer,  "Inspect ion ~ e p o r t  ," 1 9 2 8 ,  p .  2 .  - 
2/ In te rv iew w i t h  R ich  Knoblock, Boise ,  Idaho, February ,  1971. - 
3 /  C. N. Woods, "SaLnton In spec t i on  R e p o r t , "  August 2 9 ,  1928, p .  6 .  - 

4 /  J .  N. Kinney, "Inspection," J u l y  22, 1930, p .  1. - 
51  J .  N .  Kinney, "'Letter to  Regional F o r e s t e r  ," Xovember 18, 1931, p p .  5-6. - 
6/ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Lester and X i l d r e d  Gutzman, Salmon,  Idaho,  - 
October  23,  1969.  



Shoup t o  t h e  ?fiddle Fork ,  f i n i s h e d  the road o v e r  Williams Creek 
summit, b u i l t  t h e  road up  P a n t h e r  Creek Erom the Salmon R i v e r ,  t h e  
Spr ing  Creek road  and o t h e r s .  By 1939 the Salmon National Fores t  izad 
a t o t a l  of 404 m i k s  of  s x i s t i n g  t r u c k  t r a i l s ,  exceeded i n  mileage 
o n l y  by the Boise and Targhee N a t i o n a l  Fo re s t s  i n  Rt;fs,ion Four.  Xuch 
of this was v e r y  low standard r i d g e  road ,  such as t h e  S p r i n g  Creek 
'Motorway System. I.lilliams Creek road was considered a medium service 
t r u c k  t r a i l  and p r a b a b l y  the most important s i n g l e  road on t h e  F o r e s t .  
In 1939 a spike camp from t h e  CCC Camp on Cove Creek was doing be t te rment  
work on t h e  Panther C r e e k  road ,  between Forney and t h e  Salmon R i v e r ,  
under super in tendent  Herb S t .  C l a i r  and h i s  foreman. I./ Road p r o j e c t s  
i n  1943 included S i l v e r  Creek, and a crew worked on ti;f Nicho l ia  road 
under Herb S t .  C l a i r .  

Improved eng inee r i ng  methods ,  better equipment and veh ic l e s  have changed 
t h e  work of road c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  r e c e n t  years .  Many r o a d s  have b e e n  
r t i cons t ruc ted  t o  meet p r e s e n t  day needs f o r  administration f o r  p u b 1  ic 
u s e ,  new s tandards  of drainage and lailcf use. 

F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  B r i d s e s .  The Shoup Pack B r i d g c  was built i n  19L4 b y  
Jack  Bundy. It  was r e p a i r e d  i n  1927 and 1931, condemned about 1939 ,  
and has since been d e s t r o y e d .  Horse Creek Pack Bridge w a s  b u i l t  i n  
1934. It  was condemned and des t rayed  e a r l y  i n  1971. Stoddard Pack 
Br idge ,  a t  the  mouth of the  Middle Fork,  was built by t h e  CCC men 
i n  1937.  

Big Creek Pack Bridge was first b u i l t  i n  1933. It was r e b u i l t  i n  
1957.  Bernard P a c k  Bridge was b u i l t  a t  Brush Creek In 1934, r e b u i l t  
in 1957 .  

There are  pack  b r i d g e s  across Camas Creek a t  t h e  mouth oE Yellowjacket 
Creek, a c r o s s  Yellowjacket a t  Buck Creek, and a c r o s s  Panther Creek 
a t  Woodtiek Creek. 

The Salmon River a u t o  b r idges  at Pine Creek and  Cove Creek were b r r i l t  
dur ing  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  by t h e  CCC men i n  t he  process  of extending t h e  
Salmon River road below Shoup to the F i d d l e  Fork. Neal Poynor 
relates t h a t  they walked a "ca t "  across t h e  r i v e r  a t  Shoup in the  
w in t e r  of 1933,  and took a compressor over by b o a t ,  t o  work on the 
b r i d g e  and t h e  road below. The P i n e  Creek br idge was completed i n  
the s p r i n g  o f  1934.  

The three Salmon River  auto b r i d g e s  above Salmon, ca l led  t h e  Shoup 
b r i d g e ,  Rattlesnake br idge  and I r o n  Creek b r i d g e ,  were built o r i g i n a l l y  
by t he  county,  s ince  there wore ranches on the o t h e r  s i d e ,  b u t  t h e  r o a d s  
a l l  e n t e r e d  Sa t iona l  Fores t  Land. 

l/ A. L. ,!hderson, "Inspect ion Report ," September 2 5 ,  1939. - 



Landins FieLds .  There a r e  three l a n d i n g  fields i n  t h e  Salmon 
Forest .  One i s  a p r i v a e  f i e l d  on the Flying P, ranch.  The 
Fores t  Service Bernard Landing s t r i p  was b u i l t  in 1932 ,  
Waynr OrConnor and Dutch Morrison worked on i t ,  t a k i n g  i n  a 
p low,  scraper and Erevno by  p a c k  string. The Forest  Service 
emergency l and ing  f i e l d  a t  Hoodoo Xeadows was begun by the CCC's 
i n  1935, and completed i n  1937. An a i r s t r i p  was cleared b u t  
grading not completed south  of Butts Po in t .  The s l i p s  used i n  
g rad ing  are still on t h e  site. 

f le l ipads.  Since the advent of  the  use  of  h e l i c o p t e r s  on t h e  Forest, 
h e l i p a d s  have been built in various places t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  work of 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Xany he l i p a d s  a r e  naw marked so t h e y  can be seen 
f iom the a i r ,  and are shown on maps o f  the  area. There are over  
200 h e l i p a d s  on the Snlman Forest. 



4. C i v i l i a n  Conservat ion Corps 

The C i v i l i a n  Conservation Corps came into being during the 
depression of  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  when hundr~ds of timusands of people  were 
without  work, A New Deal p l a n  of D. F.  Roosevcl t ,  i t  became x 
pragram of  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. Most of the camps worked 
on projects i n  n a t i o n a l ,  state, o r  p r i v a t e  forests .  CCC boys 
p lan ted  t r e e s ,  f o u g h t  f o r e s t  Eires, b u i l t  roads  and t r a i l s ,  thinned 
avercrowded timber s t a n d s ,  fought  d i s e a s e s  of t h e  f o r e s t  such as 
b a s k  beet les ,  gypsy moth, and p ine  blister r u s t .  They re-seeded 
thousands o f  a c r e s  of g r az ing  l ands  within western National F o r e s t s ,  
and b u i l t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  E a c i l i t i e s  still i n  use i n  many f o r e s t s .  'Iihe 
CCC program las ted  from 1933 u n t i l  L942, 2,500,000 young Americans 
toak  p a r t  in i t .  A t  i t s  peak be tween  1935 m d  I 9 3 7  t he r e  were 
1500 camps wi th  a t o p  en ro l lmen t  o f  500,Or)O. L/ 

The camp a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  e n r o l l e e s  were superv ised  by  m i l i t a r y  
personne l ,  whi le  the  f i e l d  a c t i v i t i e s  were superv ised  by  c i v i l i a n s  
h i r e d  and d i r e c t e d  by the agency r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  work. 

There were  f o u r  CCC Camps i n  the Salmon F o r e s t ,  wi th  another  CCC 
Camp on Haynes Creek under the Department of Grazing,  a depa r tmen t  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  n o n - f o r e s t  p u b l i c  l a n d .  Those on the Salson Forest 
were F-92 at Squaw Creek w i t h  Enmett S t e e p l e s ,  Superintendent ;  
F-103 at Shoup; F-176 a t  the mouth o f  Panther  Creek wi th  Frank Pi. 
Bradley, Super in tendent ;  and F-401 a t  Ebenezer Bar with Herbert  
S t .  Clair, Super in tendent .  About 200 men a t  a time were s e n t  t o  
each camp, p l u s  t h e i r  A m y  o f f i c e r s .  They worked under d i r ec  t i a n  
of t h e  district rangers  on various p r o j e c t s  in the Salmon Forest. 

Remembered most by the public was their work i.n bu i l d ing  roads and 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The  CCC work extended the  road from 
Shoup dawn the rugged Salmon River  canyon to t h e  Middle Fork, 
f i n i s h e d  the road over  W i l l i a m s  Creek summit, b u i l t  the  road up 
P a n t h e r  Creek from t h e  Salmon River, t h e  S p r i n ~  Creek road ,  and 
Anderson Mountain road along t h e  Con t i -nen ta l  Div ide .  Recrea t iona l  
f a c i l i t i e s  inc luded  b u i l d i n g  t he  o r i g i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Twin Creek, 
Cougar Paint, Long Tom, Deep Creek,  and Wagonhammer Spring.  I n  
a d d i t i o n  they b u i l t  te lephone l i n e s ,  b r i d g e s ,  a land ing  f i e l d ,  
maintained roads  and t r a i l s ,  and fought  f i r e  when needed. I n  t h e  
per iod  from June 1, 1933 t o  January 1, 1936 ,  they spen t  11,054 
man days f i g h t i n g  E i r e .  

The boys came from a l l  over  t he  United S ta tes .  Some were from 

1 / 0 r v i l l e  Freeman, S e c r e t a r y  of Agz-ictd ture and Michad.  Frome, - 
The National Forests of America (New York:  G. P .  Pubman's Sons. In 
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Country Beautiful  Foundat i an ,  Znc. , Waukesha , Wisconsin, 
1968)  , pp. 88-90. 



southern  Idaho. Rtzt i r e d  D i s t r i c t  Ranger Neale Paynor remembers 
t h a t  some of t he  boys from New York had never  walked on ground 
excep t  in a c i t y  park. Others  w i t h  r u r a l  background could n o t  
w r i t e  t h e i r  names. The minimum age f o r  t he  CCC program was 18 
years, but  t h e r e  were o l d e r  men a l s o ,  who had wives and ch i l d r en  
ref t a t  home. The boys were n o t  f r i gh t ened  o r  h o s t i l e ,  but were 
inexperienced,  and i n  s t r a n g e  surroundings,  and some d id  no t  know 
how t o  take c a r e  o f  themselves. Most of them were willing t o  l e a r n ,  
and anxious t o  do well. The CCC program gave them a chance ta earn 
something on their own, and have a p l ace  t o  l i v e .  Many continued 
t h e i r  school ing i n  n i g h t  c l a s s e s  held i n  t he  camps. Neate and 
Laura Poynor recall a t t e n d i n g  a n  e i g h t h  grade gradua t ion  e x e r c i s e  
held at one camp. i/ The c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  Salmon Fores t  was 
something the CCC men could  be  praud o f  and they acquired wor th-  
whi le  s k i l l s  and a l o v e  of t he  count ry  i n  which they had worked. 
Some CCC men remained i n  t h e  Salmon River area* Fo re s t  Service 
personnel  and local. c i t i z e n s  voiced approva l  of t h e i r  work and of 
t h e  CCC program. 

One CCC p r o j e c t  was c o n s t r u c t i o n  of an emergency Landing f i e l d  on 
Hoodoo Meadows, t o  b e  used by p l a n e s  on Ei re  c o n t r o l  work over the 
Pr imi t i ve  Area, I n  1929 t h i s  meadow had been used as a base camp 
on t he  Wilson Creek f i r e .  A 25 man CUC crew began work t he r e  i n  
J u l y  1935. The a l t i t u d e  i s  9000 f ee t .  Water f r o z e  every n i g h t .  
A PF rad io  s e t  w a s  used f o r  comnunicatien. They were unable to 
finish t he  f i e l d  t h a t  summer because work w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h r ee  
d i f f e r e n t  Eire calls. One f i r e  c a l l  was t o  the Big Horn Crags on 
Roaring Creek. There was no trail and the boys had t o  back pack 
t h e i r  groceries and E i r e  fighting t o o l s .  Leaving a 1 o 'c lock  in 
the a f t e rnoon ,  t hey  reached the Ei re  a t  2 a.m. the next morning. 
On one f i r e ,  one CCC boy was l e f t  at: the Hoodoo Meadows camp t o  
guard the  s u p p l i e s .  When a Fo re s t ry  foreman a r r i v e d  a t  camp i n  the 
middle o f  t h e  n i g h t  he found the  boy sitting i n  t he  midst of the  
food supplies w i t h  a meat c l eave r  i n  one hand and a double b i t t e d  
ax at his side, f o r  d e f r n s e  p u r p o s e s .  / The Hoodoo Meadous 
Landing F i e l d  was completed du r ing  t he  summer of L937. 

The Salmon Fo re s t  s t i l l  had three CCC camps i n  1937.  There was 
on ly  one camp o p e r a t i n g  du r ing  t he  summer of 1939 ,  F-401, and two 
t h e  fol lowing winter . 

l/Interview w i t h  Neale and Laura Poynor , Boise, Ldaho , November - 
18, 1969. 

2j"Hoodoo Meadows Landing F i e l d , "  CCC I n f a r m t i o n  Report ,  - 
February 1 8 ,  1936. 





T h e  Salmon National  F o r e s t  is composed o f  h i g h  and very rugged mountains, 
having no p l a i n s ,  p l a t e a u s ,  o r  d e s e r t s .  The v a l l e y s  l i e  along t h e  
Salmon and Lemhi Rivers, and while they  a r c  no t  wi th in  the boundaries 
of t h e  F o r e s t ,  they  a r e  dependent f o r  t h e i r  water upon s t reams t h a t  
have t h e i r  o r i g i n  w i t h i n  t he  Fores t ,  and t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r e  depends upon 
t h e  grazing l ands  w i t h i n  t h e  F o r e s t .  The major watersheds,  a l l  of 
which empty into t he  Salmon River ,  are: Lemhi River ,  North Fork and 
Middle Fork of the Salmon R i v e r ,  Panther Creek and Horse Creek* The 
headwaters of  t h e  'Lemhi, N o r t h  Fork, Panther  Creek and Horse Creek a r e  
w i t h i n  t he  Nat ional  F o r e s t  boundar ies .  The s t reams  of t h e  Salmon Forest 
a r e  r a p i d  and flow through narrow canyons and v a l l e y s .  

The f o r e s t  cover on t h e  h i g h  mountains and r i d g e s  a n d  tile n o r t h  s l opes  
o f  t h e  lower h i l l s  i s  r a t h e r  dense ,  w h i l e  on most of the southern  s lopes  
along t h e  lower hills i t  is v e r y  sparse. I n  places t he  lower h i l l s  are 
barren. The cover  i s  d e n s e  a l o n g  t h e  sources af a l l  s t reams on t h e  
F o r e s t ,  where i t  conserves  t h e  moisture  and r e g u l a t e s  the flow. Water 
s t o r e d  i n  the high  mountains I n  t h e  form of snow and r a i n  i s  r e l ea sed  
g r a d u a l l y  through s p r i n g s  and s t reams f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  , domestic , and 
rn t~nic ipa l  use, 

The f i r s t  Forest-wide c o n d i t i o n  survey  was made i n  1938 and 1939. This 
was an  e x t e n s i v e  survey  made by t h e  Rangers using National  gu ide l i ne s .  
It w a s  based on soil e r o s i o n  p r i m a r i l y ,  by  employing t h r e e  e ro s ion  con- 
d i t i o n  c l a s s e s .  The primary b e n e f i t  of t h i s  effort on the  Salmon 
was educa t i ona l .  Both F o r e s t  Officers and u s e r s  began t o  a p p r a i s e  
problem cond i t i ons  more from t h e  s o i l  and water t han  i n  the p a s t ,  
judging from work p l a n s  and r e sou rce  r e c o r d s ,  2 1  - 

I n s p e c t o r s  Hord and Moncrief i n  1947 r epo r t ed  the  watershed cover i n  the  
Salrnon Fo re s t  over the Salmon River ,  Xedicinc Lodge, and Birch Creek 
d ra inages  t o  be with few exceptions in a very  s a t i s f a c t o r y  condi t ion .  
Rapid runof f  and erosion was occu r r i ng  i n  l i m i t e d  small a r e a s  damaged 
i n  times p a s t  b y  E i r e ,  over-grazing and from p l a c e r  mining ope ra t i ons .  
Some e r o s i o n  was s t i l l  occu r r i ng  i n  t h e  Middle Fork Peak burn, and t o  
some e x t e n t  i n  t he  Ford and Tobias  Creek t r i b u t a r i e s  of b y d e n  Creek on 
t h e  common-use r a n g e ,  b u t  control a r e a s  had been i n i t i a t e d .  Impairment 
of wa te r shed  through burned a r e a  l o s s e s  had been h e l d  t o  a favorable 
minimum. Vegetat ion had n o t  become fully e s t a b l i s h e d  on c e r t a i n  of the  
placer workings in upper North Fork. Very l i t t l e  geo log ic  e r o s i o n  i n  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  was observed.  The main Salmon R ive r ,  dur ing  s p r i n g  
runoff i n  heavy s torm periods, became d i s co lo red  and d i d  carry some s i l t .  
This s i l t  came l a r g e l y  from p lace r  mining wi th in  t h e  C h a l l i s  and Sdmon 
F o r e s t s  and from o u t s i d e  watershed l ands  impaired from overuse and Ei re  

-- -. 
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damage and g e o l o g i c  e r o s i o n .  The Dump Creek wash was c i t e d  as a 
s t r i k i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  aE t he  q u a n t i t i e s  of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  can be  
transported by a small stream when balances are u p s e t .  A/ This 
balance w n s  upset when a small mining d ive r s ion  r e s e r v o i r  f a i l e d ,  
about 1897, sending wafers of b o t h  Moose Creek and Dump Creek down 
the Dump Creek channel. 

Dump Creek i s  one of t h e  most  s e r i o u s  cases of a c c e l e r a t e d  e ro s ion  
t h a t  can b e  found o n  n a t i o n a l  fo res t  l ands  i n  t he  w e s t .  Even with  
comple te  d i v e r s i o n  of  the water  from its head, d e b r i s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  erode from the  canyon f u r  many y e a r s .  Serious downstream damages 
have been f e l t .  Roads, ranches and other improvements have s u f f e r e d  
from f looding  as t h e  heavy material .  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  works i t s  way down- 
s trdam. 

The m u n i c i p a l i t y  of Salmon o b t a i n s  i t s  water s u p p l y  f rom Jesse and 
P o l l a r d  Creeks. I n  1947  t h e  municipal  watershed on the  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  
comprised 10,800 acres and was closed t o  u s e  e x c e p t  f o r  c e r t a i n  Fores t  
Serv ice  purposes. The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  a r e a  was covered by 
agreement between Salmon C i t y  Corpora t ion  and the Sec re t a ry  of 
Agr i cu l t u r e  under d a t e  o f  June 8,  1939. 

Xuch  of t h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  Salmon Fores t  does n o t  e rode  easily. It is 
heavy - - in f i l t r a t i on  of water i s  high- -par t i cu la r ly  where su r f ace  
mantle o f  l i t te r  and normal v e g e t a t i o n  i s  not d i s t u r b e d .  Where 
s u r f a c e  l i t t e r  has  been sca lped  by f i r e  and overuse, exposing the  s o i l ,  
t rampling of  g r az ing  animals on s t e e p  s l o p e s  h a s  c r ea t ed  i n s t a b i l i t y  
and s t a r t e d  some c reepage  of  s o i l .  I n  some a r e a s  r e s t o r a t i o n  oE 
pe renn i a l  vege t a t i on  ha s  been very slow, I n  1947 t h i s  was noticeable 
i n  t h e  Middle Fork o f  the Salmon where ear ly  abuse  from overuse  of 
forage  was ev iden t .  The hydro log ica l  condi t ion  i s  generally good over 
most of t h e  Salmon F o r e s t ,  T h e r e  are some minor except ions  on the  
h igher  e leva t i o n s  . 
Thc e n t i r e  Salmon Nat iona l  F o r e s t  is an impor tan t  watershed, >lost  of 
the summer water  produced on t h e  Lemhi River i s  used  locally. Sizeable 
amounts o f  water  a long  t h e  main Salmon Rive r ,  North Fork of the Salmon 
R i v e r ,  and Panther  Creek a l s o  are used l o c a l l y .  Recrea t ion  throughout 
t h e  a r e a  is  enhanced by w a t e r .  The Salmon drainage i s  one of the  
most important spawning a r e a s  f o r  anadromous f i s h .  

l /Nord - Moncrief, pp .  1 2  - 1 6 .  - 



Timber management began i n  this a rea  wi th  the c rea t ion  of the Salmon 
Sationsl Forest at a time when the  a r e a  was virtually i n  i t s  p r imi t i ve  
condi t ion  a s  a v i r g i n  f o r e s t .  This  i s  a c o n t r a s t  t o  the s i t u a t i o n  I n  
many eastern s ta tes  where l a r g e  s t ands  of f o r e s t  had a l ready  been 
cut before  f o r e s t  management began. The first Salmon Forest  Superv isor ,  
George Bentz, p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  by conserva t ive  c u t t i n g ,  not t o  exceed 
the annual growth, the Salmon National Fore s t  could become a great 
a s s e t  to the State.  1/ He reported t h e  t imber  in the a r ea  t o  cons is t  
l a r g e l y  of Douglas fTr, lodgepole  pine and yellow pine (Ponderosa), 
w i t h  small amounts of sp ruce ,  whitebark p i n e ,  "quaking asp  ," cottonwood 
and jun iper  occur ing  at d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l i t i e s  throughout the Forest. 
A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  was a n  estimated two  billion feet of timber of 
commercial and domestic v a l u e ,  with a very small p a r t  a c c r s s i b l f  t o  
markets, which were s t r i c t l y  local. No o u t s i d e  markets were a v a i l a b l e .  
I n  these  early days t h e  t imber cut was f o r  such purposes  a s  house logs, 
mine timbers, fence and c o r r a l  pos t s  and pales, and r a i l r o a d  ties. 

Benjamin Carman b u i l t  one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  sawmil ls ,  on Carmen Creek,  
soon a f t e r  the town o f  Salmon was started. Charles Reynolds had a n  
e a r l y  sawmill in Wagonhammer Creek, later run by William Hoffman. 
Timber needed f o r  placer mining ope ra t i ons  was usua l ly  cu t  at the spo t .  
The old mining t o m s  of Yellow Jacke t ,  Shoup, Ulysses ,  S ing i se r ,  each 
had sawmills to cut timber as needed. Timber was cut by hand w i t h  
c ros scu t  s a w s  and pul led  t o  t he  sawmill with horses. One e a r l y  com- 
merc ia l  use of t imber  was f o r  ties for the Cilmore and P i t t s b u r g  
Railroad, f i n i s h e d  i n  1910. These t i e s  were c u t  i n  the Leadore area, 
same i n  S t roud ,  Lee, Zeph, and Nez P e r m  Creek dra inages .  Some o f  the 
t ies were hand hewn, o t h e r s  were sawed, 

One of t h e  ea r ly  duties af the  Forest Rangers after the establ ishment  
of the Salmon Fores t  was the systematic marking of t imber  f o r  sawmill 
ope ra to r s .  Fred Carl, ranger a t  Hughes Creek, 1907-1910, r e c a l l s  
marking timbe.r f o r  Rradshiiw a t  Bull  of the Woods, Hoffman on Wagon- 
hammer, and Wright on S i l v e r l e a d .  These ope ra to r s  logged with a team 
and a l l  hand l abo r .  There were a l s o  many free use permits. S e t t l e r s  
would g e t  t h e i r  own l o g s  and then h i r e  a sawmill t o  saw them f o r  $5.00 
p e r  thousand. 2/ 

E a r l y  S i l v i c u l t u r e  on the Salmon Forest included cone pick ing .  Both 
Joe Gautier and Ross Tobias tell about gathering f i r  and pine cones f o r  
seed t o  be used i n  r e fo res ta t ion .  Joe Gaut ie r  related that soon a f t e r  
1410, his crew gathered fir cones up S i l v e r l e a d ,  near North Fork, and 
pine cones up Ditch Creek. They packed t h e  cones by pack s t r i n g  t o  the  
ranger  station, where they w e r e  thrashed i n  a square box f ou r  f e e t  by 
four  f e e t ,  resembling an i c e  cream f r e e z e r .  They got  many of the cones 

- - - -  
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ou t  of squirreL caches; in one cache they found over  50 bushe l .  L/ 
Ross Tob ias  d i d  h i s  cone p i c k i n g  up t h e  Lemhi in t h e  fall of  1909, 
when he was a t  the Tsndoy S t a t i o n  near t h e  mouth of  Haydrn 
Creek ,  He and I?. T. XcLean made a dry ing  rack f o r  t h e  seed. In 
October he made a churn to t h r e sh  o u t  Douglas f i r  s e e d s  and l a t e r  
en t r ies  i n  h i s  diary nention time spent t h r e s h i n g  o u t  Douglas fir 
cones. z/ 
Pred Chase remembers scaling timber f o r  B i l l y  HuLkey and P e t e  YcKinney 
a t  t h e i r  sawmil.1 up 3fulkey Creek, around 19163. Guy Mulkey and h i s  
f a t h e r  were running two f our-horse  teams, hau l i ng  cottonwood cord 
wood t o  Salmon every  day for 4 or 5 months, f u r  s a l e .  Vic Durand 
s o l v e d  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  problem up Mulkey Creek by sawing b i g  round 
blocks a t  t h e  edge o f  t he  timber, and s t a r t i n g  them rolling down the  
mountain toward the Salmon Hot Springs. Chase rt3ports the b l o c k s  
would roll around t h a t  basin f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of a mile and 
t h e n  d rop  i n t o  the canyon r i g h t  below where  the hot springs are. A/ 

I n  19x6 ,  C .  N .  Woods e s t i m a t e d  seven b i l l i o n  f e e t  of t imber i n  the 
Salmon Nn t i o n a l  F o r e s t .  A/ 
C. B. Morse, Assistant District Forester, a f t e r  an i n s p e c t i o n  t r i p  i n  
1923,  r e p o r t e d  t h e  following : 

Inspec ted  was the area of the cordwood c u t t i n g s  i n  P o l l a r d  
Canyon. The town o f  Salmon depends l a r g e l y  on woad f o r  fuel, 
and past of the f u e l  comes from P o l l a r d  Canyon, which drains 
i n t o  Jesse Creek. T h i s  creek furnishes the domestic and i r r i g a t i o n  
w a t e r  supply f o r  Salmon and therefore t h e  watershed must be pro- 
t e c t e d .  

There i s  no wagon road up Yollard Canyon, b u t  a snow road has  
been used i n  the  winter, with ranchers  and commercial wood 
haulers leaving Salmon in the morning with a team, c u t t i n g  a 
l o a d  of wood and r e t u r n i n g  the same evening.  A strip system o f  
clear cutting has deve loped ,  b rush  disposal is  impossible  i n  t h e  
deep snow and f e w  purchasers r e t u r n  in the spring or summer to 
burn t h e  b rush .  . . . .Hauling the wood o u t  t h e  same date i t  is c u t  
makes it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the ranger t o  scale It. 

The o l d  purchasers  should b e  notified t h a t  changes m u s t  be 
made: w e  must protect t h e  watershed; clear cutting i n  strips i s  
discontinued; an improvement c u t t i n g  will be  made on the selection 
sys tem and t h inn ing  of small trees f o r  increased growth; only 
marked trees can be  c u t ;  b rush  will be burned when cut a f t e r  snow 

l / J o e  C a u t i e r  . - 
2 f ~ o s s  T o b i a s ,  F o r e s t  Day Book Diary. - 
3 f  Fred  Chase. - 
4 / C .  N. Woods, " Inspec t ion  Report,'' 1916, p. L8. 
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comes and the coopera t ive  w o r k  Eund w i l l  be  used when cutting is 
done b e f o r e  t hc  snow comes; sales w i l l  be made bv  e s t ima te .  l/ 

Most timbered a r e a s  nea r  Salmon have had m i l l s  a t  one t i m e  o r  another .  
Some of t h e  a r e a s  and o p e r a t o r s  were: Ditch Creek - Bradshaw, l a t e r  
F. C .  Ni l ler ,  l a t e r  Murray Crook; X i l l  Creek near Lemhi - Doty; Deer 
Creek Canyon - F r i e d o r f ;  Long Canyon, Rainey; Timber Creek - F e r r i s ,  
Swan Basin - Luke Blecha; S i l v e r  Moon - P y e a t t ;  Panther Creek - 
John Oylrr ;  Sage Creek - Joe  Moore. One lumber company b u i l t  a f l u m e  
i n  J e s se  Creek  in t h e  e a r l y  1920 ' s  and f l o a t e d  dawn about f i v e  mi l l ion  
board f r e t  o f  Logs. The remains of t h e  flume can s t i l l  be  seen. Around 
1 9 2 8 ,  Ba l t s  and Oltmer at tempted t o  f l o a t  l o g s  down Nayden Creek,  b u t  
the  l ogs  were too Large. 

The f i r s t  f a i r - s i z e d  m i l l  w a s  opened about 1925 on D i t c h  Creek by 
4lurray Crook. He cont inued ope ra t i on  through World War IT, h i s  
annual c u t  around two m i l l i o n  board f e e t .  

Progress ive  burning w a s  being used on some of t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  timber 
sales by 1929 ;  burn ing  the brush p rog re s s ive ly  during the winter  as t h e  
t r e e s  were c u t .  

I n  1935 the  estimated timber s tand  o f  t h e  Salmon National Forest  w a s  
c a l cu l a t ed  a t  approximately e i g h t  b i l l i o n  board feet, of which almost 
four  b i l l i o n  was considered merchantable.  There w a s  n o t  a g r e a t  demand 
f o r  t he  timber a t  t h a t  t i m e  because of t h e  v a s t  s tands  s t i l l  remaining 
i n  nor thern  Idaho and the P a c i f i c  s tates that was m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  
markets than t h a t  on t he  Salmon Fores t .  A t  that t i m e  the Salmon had 
an est imated annual growth of f o r t y  m i l l i o n  board fee t .  There were 
s e v e r a l  smal l  sawmills on the Salmon Fores t  which suppl ied  lumber 
and timbers f o r  l o c a l  needs.  Farmers and o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  could o b t a i n  
f u e l  wood, p o s t s ,  p o l e s ,  o r  house logs a t  moderate c o s t .  No Fores t  
products  w e r e  being shipped o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  

In  1939 t h e r e  were 1 4  a c t i v e  sawmil ls ,  a l l  q u i t e  small, wfth nea r ly  
a l l  of t h e  lumber used l o c a l l y .  Chain saws and "cats" began to appear. 
The volume of timber c u t  i n  t h e  Salmon country was s tepped  up dur ing  
World War I1 t o  meet war-time needs,  wi th  new m i l l s  and new management 
of some of the  earlier m i l l s .  This  w a s  t he  beginning of a market beyond 
t h e  l o c a l  needs.  Henry Benson bought the  Crook m i l l ,  moved i t  t o  
Salmon; Henderson moved a m i l l  into Silver Creek. This mill w a s  l a t e r  
purchased by 3. E.  Robinson who now has a m i l l  just nor th  of Salmon. 
Intermountain Lumber purchased t h e  Benson m i l l ,  and Idaho Fores t  
Products set up a m i l l  and f a c t o r y  near Robinson's miL1. Livingstoa 
and Lynch purchased a timber sale and set up a mill on the  Nor th  Fork. 

Almost a l l  o f  the products  and lumber a r e  now s o l d  ou t s ide  of t h e  
l o c a l  a r ea .  Horses and mules have l e f t  the woods, replaced by t r a c t o r s  

1 / ~ .  B .  Morse, " Inspec t ion  ~ e p o r t , "  1923.  - 
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and heel. boom l o a d e r s .  The t h b c r  i ndus t ry  has changed from the family- 
owncd n i l 1  w i th  p a r t  rime l abo r  t o  a s t eady  i n d u s t r y  employing year 
aruund loggers and rnl.11 hands, with Large highway truckers moving t he  
products  to market. The f i r s t  he l icopter  sale was s o l d  in A p r i l  
of 1973 in S p r i n g  Creek. 

Previous t o  1952 t h e  Salmon Ea t iona l  Fo re s t  w a s  d iv ided  into four  
working c i rc les .  The a l l owab le  c u t  f o r  each v a r i e d  from 250,000 board 
feet to three m i l l i o n  board f e e t .  A survey of t h e  timber resuurces 
for t h e  en t i r e  f o r e s t  was initiated i n  1953 w i t h  the  e n t i r e  f o r e s t  
cans idered  as a s ing12 working c i r c l e .  This  gave enough basic in -  
f o r a a t i o n  to ind ica te  a n  increase i n  t he  allowable c u t .  The annual 
a f lowable  cut was ra ised i n  1956 t o  20 mi l l ion  board  feet ,  Past ac tua l  
c u t  f o r  the f iscal  years 1945 through 1972  are a:; follows, f o r  the 
Salmon Working C i rc le :  

1955 : 9.7 m i l l i o n  board feet 
1956: 13.0 
1957: 11.9 
1958: 18.1 
1959: 22.8  
1960: 23.5 
1961: 2 3 . 1  
1962: 16.5 
1963: 2 2 . 5  

1964 : 31.2 mi l l i on  board feet  
1965:  2 3 3  
1966: 3C.6 
3967: 33.1 
1968: 36.0 
1969:  27.0 
1970: 25.6 
1971: 31.7 
1972: 3 4 . 3  

The present  c u t  c o n s i s t s  mostly of ponderosa pine and Douglas f i r .  
Lodgepole p ine  is used f o r  studs and mine t i m b e r s .  Engelman spruce  
and alpine fir a r e  sold i n  canjunction with  o t h e r  species. 

Present t imber  management i s  concerned not o n l y  w i t h  assurance of 
produc t ion  i n  the f u t u r e  as well as lumber f o r  today; i t  is  concerned 
a l s o  with t h e  e s t h e t i c s .  

Between 1923  and 1 9 3 2 ,  s i x t y  percen t  of t h e  lodgepole pine on the 
Salman Fsrcst was d e s t r o y e d  by the  mountain pine bark beetle, In 
these f o u r  yea r s  i t  took a l l  the mature t imber .  The epidemic seemed 
t o  have run i t s  course by 1932 .  No means were used to fight it. Large 
s t a n d s  o f  tjmber s tood  dead from t h i s  epidemic, Forney and Lemhi 
districts were hard  h i t .  Five d i s t r i c t s  were seriously affec ted .  In 
1930 new attacks were seen i n  Agency and P a t t e e  Creeks.  Assistant 
Supervisor Romano reported t h a t  the mountain p i n e  beetles seemed to 
be working up the L e & i  River, killing most o f  the mature lodgepole 
pine. I n  1931 the  i n f e s t a t i o n  was noted along the  Long Tom - Skunk C a p  
telephone line. The e f f e c t s  of t h i s  epidemic were seen i n  later years .  

l f   ester Cutanan, " L m b e r i n g  Indus t ry  Claims Int leres  t i ng  Progress  Here, - 
 he Recordrr  Rercrld, Diamond Anniversary Xssue, 1961, p .  7 .  



Inspect ion repor ts  in 1943 and 1947 noted t h a t  as these dead trees 
r o t t e d  and fe.11, they: 

a. fouled telephone lines 
b. clogged aL1 t r a i l s  through lodgepole stands 
c. made it impossible to move cat t le  ta t h e i r  grazing allotments 
d .  cons t i t u t ed  a most serious f i r e  hazard. 

Xang o f  the  accessible bettle-killed trees were cut f o r  fuel. They 
were also i n  demand f o r  ranch timber. The epidemic occurred during 
the depression and mast people c u t  t h e i r  awn f u e l ,  n o t  having money 
f o r  c a d  or oil. 

Pondetosa p i n e  was d e f o l i a t e d  by an e p i d e m i c  of pine butterfly Erom 
1928 to 193Q. T h i s  was a white butterfly with a two inch wingspread. 
Nothing was done t o  f i g h t  this i n f e s t a t i o n .  

I n  1947 t he  gord - Moncrief Inspection Report  mentioned t ha t  a t  t h a t  
time the p i n e  stands were quite free Erom i n s e c t s .  The east s i d e  f i r  
pole s t ands  were a l s o  clean, w i t h  l i t t l e  evidencc of bet tLes o r  
mis t l e toe .  Former Douglas f i r  beetle attacks had been very severe 
over some a r e a s .  A c u r r e n t  p a r t i a l  d e f o l i a t i o n  af young f i r  throughout 
the east hal f  of the f o r e s t  looked very s s r t o u s  for t h e  f u t u r e  of 
w a t e r s h e d  cover .  Entotnulogists i d e n t i f i e d  the trouble as a combined 
attack of a needle miner and a leaf d i sease .  The epidemic had been 
spreading r a p i d l y  f o r  three or four yea r s  and was e4xpected t o  prove 
fatal if i t  persisted, A large volume of dead material was being 
salvaged under free use, and one sizeable dead timber sale had been 
made. A/ 

Spruce budwarm reached epidemic prapor t ions  i n  Douglas f i r  on the east 
fork of Ind ian  Creek in 1959. DDT was sprayed E r o m  planes f o r  t h r e e  
summers. The first  year 250,000 acres were sprayed, the second year, 
700,000 acres. I n  1964 the spraying was done with helicopters, to 
keep the spray Erom the streams so as not  to a f f ec t  the f i s h ,  The 
spray i n  1964 was effective, but  did na t  cover the  entire i n f e s t a t i o n  
area of t h e  Salmon Forest. In September o f  1965 the re  was a killing 
freeze. The temperature  and moisture condi t ions  had been l i k e  spring 
up u n t i l  September 17; everything was l u s h  and green with no f a l l  
coloration of leaves. The temperature dropped to X8 and 20 degrees 
all over t h e  area, killing most termiaal branches of Douglas f i r .  
These same branches had t h e  young budwonns i n  them. The n e x t  spring 
(1966) there  w a s  also a severe freeze. These two heavy frosts, along 
with t h e  spraying t h a t  had been done, brought the budworm under 
control. &/ 

A .  G .  8otd and Lester Xoncrief, "Cmeral Inreqrating Inspection Report ,"  - 
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T h e  F o r e s t  Service worked i n  cooperat  i.on w i t h  t h e  F i s h  and Game 
Department to set up  s a f egua rds  t o  minimize the effect  of DDrL' on 
streamlife. The Forest  kept r e c o r d s  of  f i s h  runs  t o  see i f  there 
was any  adverse e f fec t  Erom the DDT. When a near record r u n  of 
s t e e l h e a d  a p p e a r e d  i n  1968 i t  was seen as an indication t h a t  the 
1964 u s e  of DDT on t h e  Salman Fo re s t  d i d  not m a t e r i a l l y  a f fec t  t h e  
run. By 1968 t h e  use of DDT had been el iminated f o r  a l l  practicsl  
purposes  Erom t h e  F o r e s t  Service insect  c o n t r o l  measures. 

F u r t h e r  research  l e d  t o  t h e  use of zectran,  w i t h  a LIDAR device t o  
c o n t r o l  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the s p r a y .  Bear Valley Creek and 
McUevitt Creek were used as tes t  s i t e s  f o r  t h i s  devclopmcnt i n  1x6. 
The Salmon N a t i o n a l  Fores t ,  t h e  U. S .  Fish and Wildlif2 Service,  
and the Denver Wi tcilife Kesearch Center cooperated i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  
The L I D M  device was developed a t  Stanford Research Center .  2/ 

I n  1970 dwarf m i s t l e t o e  w a s  one of t h e  worst  enemies an the Salmon 
F o r e s t .  I t  i s  a small parasitic p lan t  t h a t  Lives on Douglas f i r ,  
lodgcpole  p i n e ,  and ponderosa p i n e .  These will not cross  i n f e c t ,  
be ing  n d i f f e r e n t  s t r a i n  of m i s t l e t o e  i n  each case, so a d i f f e r e n t  
specific is needed t o  fight each one. I"sw s t u d y  p l o t s  were s e t  up 
on  t h e  Salmon F o r e s t ,  to spray trunks of i n f e s t e d  t r e e s .  These plots 
arc on t h e  Stormy Peak road i n  the Diamond Creek area. This was one 
of three o r  f o u r  m i s t l e t o e  test areas i n  the In te rmounta in  Region. 21 

l/"Powers Recalls Spraying, Notes Large Run of F i sh , "  The Recorder - 
H e r a l d ,  Salmon, Idaho, October 31, 1968, p. 1. 



When the  Salnsn Xat iona l  Fores t  was c r e a t e d ,  there were already 
c a t t l e ,  horses ,  and some sheep graz ing  within the boundar ies .  These 
were allowed t o  continue unchanged untf.1 personnef had t h e  to study 
t h e  condition o f  t h e  ranges and make recommendatians which would a s su re  
f u t u r e  grazing and p r o t e c t  the w a  tessheds . 
In 1909 Supervisar ' ~ e n t z  r epo r t ed  t h a t  all stockmen owned ranches  i n  
connect ion w i t h  their herds :  no absentee owners of transient herds. 
There were very f e w  sheep i n  t he  F o r e s t ,  and they  had no t  been grazed 
there long enough t o  have any p e r c e p t i b l e  effect on the f o r a g e .  They 
were heLd on the h i g h  ranges  not then used by the cattle. Cattle here 
were nearly all sold t o  b u y e r s  f rom the Bighole Basin i n  Xontana who 
drove t h e m  o u t  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  fed them i n  the  B igho le  all. w i n t e r  f u r  t h e  
Butte and Seattle markets. There  were no 'Large horse o u t f i t s ,  b u t  
nearly a l l  ranchers ra ised a few e x t r a  horses f o r  t r anspo r t a t i on  and 
freight. The s t z r p l u s  w a s  s o l d  t o  buyers  who shipped them t o  various 
parts a €  the count ry .  

I n  1909 o n l y  four  stockmen g r a z e d  sheep on the Salmon Forest, while 
128.had permits f o r  c a t t l e  and h o r s e s .  

In 1907 through the  Forest Serv ice  and Bureau of Animal Husbandry, 
stockmen hold ing  grazing permits in the National Fo re s t s  were of f e r ed  
vaccine f o r  the cantrol o f  b l a c k l e g ,  t ube rcu lo s i s  and o ther  animal 
diseases. 2/ 

A t  the time the F o r e s t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  some stockrnen grazed t h e i r  
ca t t le  f o r  s e v e r a l  months o f  each year on publ ic  l and ,  and i t  had been 
customary t o  t u r n  unneeded horses l oose  to fend f o r  themselves year 
around. The horses became a range problem. There were few f ences ,  
the h o r s e s  d r i f t e d  long d i s t a n c e s  and were o f t e n  s e v e r a l  years on the 
range,  with growing numbers o f  young unbranded horses .  In Hay of 1908, 
ranchers and Forest officers spen t  several days rounding up a herd of 
50 or 60 feral h o r s e s  nea r  athe head of little Hat: Creek. Foresters 
taking part were Supe rv i so r  Bentz, Deputy Ranger La ing ,  W i l l i a m  Swan, 
Fred Carl, Ross Tobias and Ora Cockrel l .  . 

The fol lowing list a£ strocfunen w i t h  sheep on the Salmon F o r e s t  i n  
1911 was found in t h e  Fores t  Dia ry  of Ross Tob ias .  

Sheep on Salmn National  Fores t  1911 

Elmer D. Rees - 6 ,000 C. B. Benson - I ,  000 
Tendoy Livestock Assoc. - 5,000 P a t t e e  Bxos. 800 

l / ~ e o r g e  Bentz, "Repor t  f o r  F o r w t  Atlas," January 1 5 ,  1909, p. 12 - 
Z/"Zmproving t h e  Ranges, " T h e  Leahi Eerald , Scp tentber 12, 1907. - 
3/Xoss T o b i a s ,  Forest Day Book D i a r y ,  Hay 10-18, 1908 - 
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M r .  L. F .  Ramsey  - 
Hrs.  Enma Yearian - 
Capron S Son - 
T. J .  Stroud - 
M r .  Thomas Year i sn  
h a s  Shoup 

F .  S .  Knight - 
Olive Knight - 
W .  J .  Knight - 
A. E .  Knight  - 
D. 8. Thrasher - 

The e a r l y  c a t t l r m e n  marketed mainly  t h r e e  o r  four year o ld  s teers .  
They were not the g e n t l e  wel l -bred c a t t l e  we know today b u t  of t e n  wild 
and d i f f i c u l t  t o  manap .  In October ,  1912 ,  P e t e r  HcKinney brought  i n  
1400 head of  Texas c a t t l e  i n  t h r e e  t r a in loads  t o  A r m s t e a d ,  where t h e y  
were fed  and  restcd, t h e n  d r i v e n  t o  Salmon t o  t h e  ranches  of the L e m h i  
I r r i g a t i o n  and Orchard Company, Shenon Land Company and t h e  Salmon 
Ranch Company. These mature  cows a l l  had Long horns .  They had t o  be 
dehorned w i t h  meat saws. In those  days  a th ree  o r  f o u r  year o l d  steer 
b rough t  $28  t o  $30. 

There were several cattlemen in the  Fvrney  - Middle Fork a rea  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  d a y s ,  b u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  was never s u i t e d  t o  l a r g e  numbers o f  ca t t l -e ,  
mainly  because of  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of g e t t i n g  them i n ,  and o u t  t o  market.  
The t r a i l s  were too rough and rocky and wore t h e  c a t t l e  dam too much 
with t r a v e l i n g .  Some e a r l y  c a t t l e m e n  i n  the a r e a  were  Earl Kingsbury,  
I. R. Wilson, Frank A l l i s o n p  Xax Oyler ,  t he  OrConnors, Hike Hogan, 
Tom XcKinney, A l b e r t  Cur ry .  I. R .  Wilson, i n  1919,  bought land i n  the  
X i d d l e  Fork c o u n t r y ,  including the Walter Wade ranch a t  Three Forks, 
the Mormon ranch and, t h e  Reberg ranch on the Middle Fork.  He and h i s  
son B i l l  moved 350 head of c a t t l e  from the Pahsimeroi  t o  t h e  Middle 
Fork. The last 1 4  miles, from Meyers Cave t o  the l l iddle  Fork ,  was s u c h  
a rough t r a i l  t h a t  i t  took them t h r e e  days  t o  make the 1 4  mi les .  1/ - 

I n  some areas c l o s e  t o  t h e  ranches  the range became d e p l e t e d  f o r  lack 
of c o n t r o l  of t h e  c a t t l e ,  b u t  C .  X .  Woods r e p o r t e d  i n  1916 t h a t  no 
p a r t  of t h e  Salmon Forest t h a t  he inspected hod been permanently damaged 
by overgraz ing .  Much range had never had large numbers of s tock on i t .  
He cons idered  some of  t h e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  range  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  main 
s e t t l e  v a l l e y 3  and close t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  as .s t i l l  unders tocked.  A t  
t h a t  tine S u p e r v i s o r ' P e a r s o n  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  the Salmon Forest: could 
c a r r y  15,000 graz ing  c a t t l e  and horses, and 125,000 sheep .  I n s p e c t o r  
Woods believed t h i s  eo be a c o n s e r v a t i v e  e s t i m a t e .  2-1 

The concept  of  g r a z i n g  a s  a f i r e  c o n t r o l  measure changed over the  
years. I n  1916 C. N .  Woods warned o f  t he  f i r e  danger on seve ra l  d i s t r i c t s  
o f  t h e  Salmon because they had n o t  been grazed enough, suggest ing that 
when t h e  accessible forage was f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  i t  would be a b i g  s t e p  

1 J I J i l l i a m  Wilson . - 

2 / ~ .  8 .  Woods, " Inspec t ion  ~ e p o r t , "  1916, p .  1-3. - 

LOO 



i n  saving the timber from possible destruction by f i r e ,  since the 
quick and wide  spread oE many past fires had been due t o  the presence 
of inflanrmabie forage planes. L/ h 1927 Inspec tor  Stewart expressed 
a s i m i l a r  view, u rg ing  that the  Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  be lenient  w i t h  g r az ing  
f e e s  and qualifications i n  the back country i n  order to  assure more 
grazing to a s s i s t  in keeping down t h e  Eire hazard. 2 /  I n  more recent 
years t h e  view o f  grazing to reduce f i r e  hazard has-been reversed  on 
the theory t h a t  a 70% ground cover is necessary t o  p ro t ec t  the s o i l .  
I f  overgrazed, cheat grass and o t h e r  more E l a m a b l e  g r a s s  comes in .  21 

Numbers of permitted s t o c k  were i nc r ea sed ,  reaching a peak in 1918 
of 17 ,317  c a t t l e  and horses, and 119,830 sheep and goa t s .  Ttte ranges 
of t he  Salmon Fores t  s u f f e r e d  from these h igh  numbers of stock permitted 
d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  k r l d  War. 

In 1 9 2 2  a Portland buyer contracted i n  t h e  Salmon country f o r  s t e e r s  
at 6~ a pound on the hoof. Cows went for 4 ; s ~ .  

In 1924 Inspector  Woods cons idered  the  biggest grazing problem on the 
Salmon Forest  was t r e s p a s s  s tock ,  particularly horses .  Woods devoted 
a whole s e c t i o n  of h i s  report t o  t h i s  problem. Several  years before ,  
35 head of t r e s p a s s  ho r se s  were rounded up i n  Swan Basin.  In 1924 a 
rowidup found 200 head of trespass stock, and 150 of these were h o r s e s .  
I n  the Leadore Ranger d i s t r i c t  alone there were 400 t o  1000 t r e s p a s s  
horses i n  1 9 2 4 .  Since most o f  the ranges were filled to ca r ry ing  capacity 
w i t h  p e r m i t t e d  c a t t l e  and horses ,  this t r e spass  presented a s e r i o u s  
problem of overgrazing.  The custom had been t h a t  owners would remove 
trespass horses from t he  Fores t  and turn them loose on open range 
(public  domain below the Forest boundary), from which  they readily 
d r i f t e d  back on to  t h e  Forest again. The Ranger on the Leadore District 
es t imated  i n  1924 that there might be up to 100 owners of trespass 
horses ,  owning from one t o  t h i r t y  head, and t h a t  most of the ho r se s  
were branded. 41 

In 1914 t he re  was some graz ing  by permit ted c a t t l e  a long  the  Xiddle 
Fork, from Camas Creek t o  t he  mouth o f  Big Creek, b u t  t h i s  area was 
mainly h e l d  f o r  w i n t e r i n g  of deer. 

Indian-owned ho r se s  grazed part of the Jesse Creek range in 1927.  It 
was not t h e  custom of rangers t o  i n t e r f e r e  with the Indians i n  the use 
of the range.  

Large numbers of h o r s e s  were found graz ing  on the Forest t h e  yea r  
around by inspecting officer James 0 .  Stewart in 1927.  He recommended 

L/C .N.  Woods, pp.  19-20 - 
2/5.0.  Stewar t ,  "Salmon Inspection Report," July 8 ,  1927, p .  13. - 
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t h a t  all horse  use  sliould b e  made seasonal ,  t he  same as c a t t l e ,  w i t h  
no y e a r  round p e r m i t s .  S tewar t  felt t h a t  many ranchers had more 
horses t h a n  they  wanted b u t  d i d  not  see any way t o  get  o u t  o f  t h e  
horse  bus iness  because t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  o r  no s a l e  f o r  t he  horses. 
Another problem with t r e s p a s s  horses  and c a t t l e  was due t o  the f a c t  
t h a t  i n  many areas t he  National Fores t  'lands were i n  the  high count ry ,  
with a border  of p u b l i c  domain below t h e  Fores t  boundary and above 
t h e  ranches .  Af t e r  1934 t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  p u b l i c  domain was c o n t r o l l e d  
by t h e  Taylor  Grazing Act,  and l a t e r  by the Bureau of Land Xanagernmt, 
bu t  i n  t he  e a r l i e r  years this p u b l i c  domain l a y  open with  no fence 
between i t  and t h e  Nat iona l  Fo re s t .  Even wi th  boundaries pos t ed ,  i t  
was d i f f i c u . t t  f o r  a r anche r  t o  g raze  h i s  s t ock  on t h e  public land below 
t h e  F o r e s t  wi thout  them s t r a y i n g  on to  t h e  F o r e s t .  Stewart  recommended 
f e n c i n g  p a r t s  of t h e  Nat ional  F o r e s t  boundary where t h i s  problem was 
most s e v e r e .  

Trespass  con t inued  t o  be a problem. Allotments  c o u l d  no t  be c o n t r o l l e d  
o r  ad jus t ed  fairly as long  as unpermit ted s t ack  was us ing  p a r t  of t he  
fo r age  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  d e p l e t i o n  of t he  range. Some fenc ing  was 
begun, horses  rounded up,  c a t t l e  and ho r se  a s s o c i a t i o n s  formed and 
g r adua l l y  t h e  r anche r s  began t o  r e a l i z e  the n e c e s s i t y  of c o n t r o l s  f o r  
t h e i r  own p r o  tcc  t i o n .  

Extens ive  g r az ing  s t u d i e s  were made i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t he  Fo re s t .  
In 1930, graz ing  s t u d i e s  i n  lower Waynes Creek bas in  i n c l u d e d :  

a) Enclosure t o  determine the change of  v e g e t a t i o n  and v i t a l i t y  
i f  no graz ing  was permi t ted .  

b )  TWO take-down enc lo su re s ,  one t o  be taken down a t  v e g e t a t i v e  
r e a d i n e s s  and t h e  o t h e r  a t  seed ma tu r i t y .  

c) One open p l o t  t o  determine t h e  spread of sagebrush .  

d)  A quadra t .  

e) A p l a n t  development p l o t .  

By 1939 two graz ing  problems had developed a l o n g  the X i d d l e  Fork  of 
the Salmon River: 1) there were t oo  many d e e r  f o r  t h e  amount of win te r  
grazing a v a i l a b l e ,  and 2 )  t h e r e  was n o t  enough Eurage f o r  pack s tock  
and sadd l e  horses used b y  campers, h u n t e r s  and o t h e r s  t r a v e l i n g  through. 21 

The CCC program carried out reseed ing  p r o j e c t s  on Colson Creek and 
Panther  Creek. Areas were plow-furrow t e r r aced  t e n  t o  twe lve feet a p a r t ,  
and t h e  t e r r a c e  and overthrow seeded t o  c r e s t e d  wheat. 

L I D .  E .  Romano, "Memorandum," J u l y  1 9 ,  1930 ,  p .  2 - 
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The manpower shortage du r ing  the  second world war affected the stockmen 
as w e l l  as t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce ;  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f u r  the  stockmen t o  
ge t  good management f o r  t h e i r  s t o c k  on the range.  

By 1943 t h e r e  was a Q s f i n i t e  t rend  from sheep to c a t t l e  on the Salmon 
Fores t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  an the L e m h i  and Birch Creek watersheds. There 
was s t i l l  a problem from s tock  tu rned  o u t  i n  t h e  valley on p r i v a t e  and 
Grazing Service l a n d ,  which n a t u r a l l y  and i n e v i t a b l y  drifted up the 
canyon bottoms onto  the National Po re s t .  I n spec to r  Kinney reco~mended 
mare cuaperarion w i t h  the Crazing Serv ice  locally and at regional and 
n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  t o  work ou t  some of the problems, p o s s i b l y  through 
Land exchanges. If t h i s  was no t  p o s s i b l e ,  Kinney recommended the 
b u i l d i n g  of fences t o  o b t a i n  p r a c t i c a l  boundaries and suEEicimt c o n t r o l  
nE the l i v e s t o c k  to g z t  necessary resource  management o f  the  Salmon 
Forest ranges .  

By 1943, t he  Salmon, L e m h i  and Medicine Lodge ranger districts were 
able to remove large numbers of t r e s p a s s  horses  without r e s o r t i n g  t o  
t r e s p a s s  procedures. 1/ In t he  1 9 4 0 t s ,  trespass horses  remained a 
problem i n  v a r i o u s  a r ~ a s  of t h e  Salmon F o r e s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t he  
Xedtcine Lodge d i s t r i z t ,  H a t  Creek and Parks Creek,  I ron  and Badger 
Creeks,  Forney area, Lower Panther  Creek, and Neyers Cove - Middle Fork .  
I n  1946 r ena rkab le  progress  was made i n  reducing trespass, which had 
been the most outstanding range t r o u b l e .  Horse t r e s p a s s  was d r a s t i c a l l y  
cut. With no bad r e a c t i o n s  from anyone, t h e  campaign aga ins t  t r e s p a s s  
r e s u l t e d  i n  kncrwn d i s p o s a l  of well over 5QO hor se s  and similar large 
numbers were remved to private l ands  by their owners. A closing order  
was obtained on lower Panther Creek which au thor ized  disposing sf about 
f i f t y  horses .  These ho r se s  had degenerated into small  pony types ,  
e x t r e m e l y  wary and d i f f i c u l t  t o  catch. 

Se r ious  damage was done i n  the Clear  Creek - Big Deer Creek range 
by heavy graz ing  by sheep during the years 1918 - 1922.  The range had 
not  recovered by 1 9 4 7 .  I n  1947, approximate numbers af permi t t ed  
livestock on the Forest were 13,000 cattle and 36,000 sheep, Tota l  
animal months of permi t ted  livestock had dropped off 25 percent since 
1938. Standard management p l a n s  had been prepared and were well accepted 
by the stockmen. General r e l a t i o n s  with stockmen were observed to be 
cord ia l  excepting f o r  one i n d i v i d u a l ,  a determined t r e spas se r .  The 
Bennett  range on t h e  Middle F o r t  continued t o  be a prablem a l l o t m e n t  
because t he  t o t a l  range was urgently needed f o r  game. 21 

Recent range management methods include a system of r e s t - r o t a t i o n  
whereby ranges are divided and the p l o t s  are r o t a t e d  s o  t h a t  each p l o t  
g e t s  a complete  rest every  three o r  f o u r  years and then is  n o t  always 

1 / ~ .  8 .  Kinney, "Inspect ion Report ," May 13, 1 7 4 4 ,  p .  13 .  - 
?/'Nard - Xoncrief ,  pp. 5 - 8. - 



grazed a t  the same t i m e  o f  pear .  On t h e  Salmon Forest seventeen 
atlotmentv are p r a c t i c i n g  res t - ro ta t ion g r a z i n g .  The stockmen who 
have t r i e d  it are enthusiastic about  t h e  r esu l t s  and a re  promot ing  
it. 



D . WILDLIFE MeVhCE4EXT 

When Lewfs and Clark came through the Salnaon National Forest area i n  
August and September o f  1805, they reported see ing  an t e lope ,  deer, 
e l k ,  b i g  horn sheep ,  h a r e s ,  r u f f e d  g rouse ,  p r a i r i e  fowl, goose,  and 
salmon. The l o c a l  Zndians used the f u r  and hides of beaver ,  b u f f a l o ,  
wol f ,  coyote, f o x ,  wolve r ine ,  mar t in ,  mountain sheep, deer, a n t e l o p e ,  
o t t e r  and weasel. 

P e t e r  Skene Ogden found b u f f a l o  (bison) by t h e  hundreds i n  t he  upper 
Lemhi Val ley  i n  1575. &/ I n  1832, John Work repor ted  see ing  a large 
herd of e l k  i n  the mountains near  their camp on the  Lemhi River ,  and 
a week l a t e r  many b u f f a l o  on t h e  upper L e m h i ,  probably i n  Timber and 
Eighteenmile creeks. 21 Warren A .  Ferr i . s  k i l l e d  a grey  w o l f ,  p tobab l :~  
on t he  Nor th  Fork,  i n  Augus t ,  2532, and r epo r t ed  t h a t  i t  w a s  f a t  and 
made a t o l e r a b l e  supper .  21 Later that same year Captain Konneville 
recorded eating ven j son ,  e l k ,  and "mountain mutton" ( b i g  horn sheep) .  41 

The b i son  west o f  t h e  Con t inen t a l  Divide were c a l l e d  mountain b u f f a l o .  
They were g e n e r a l l y  s m a l l e r ,  more a c t i v e ,  more t imid ,  wi th  l i g h t e r ,  
silkier robes  t han  the bison  of t h e  p l a i n s .  There a r e  few reports 
o f  them a f t e r  the 1 8 4 0 ' s  and 1850's. It i s  believed that severe w i n t e r s  
o r  disease, o r  b o t h ,  caused t h e i r  d e c l i n e .  T h e r e  are s i t e s  in t he  
Salmbn Nat iona l  Forest area believed to have been used by the Ind i ans  
t o  k i l l  b i son  be fo re  the Indians had horses wi th  which t o  chase t h e i r  
game. The Ind i ans  maneuvered t he  bison herd t o  stampede over a c l i f f  
( c a l l e d  a "buffalo-  jump") and o t h e r  Ind i ans  s t a t i o n e d  below f in ished 
t h e  k i l l .  Bison s k u l l s  and bones found below t h e  rocky b l u f f s  on 
P r a t t  Creek suggest  t h e s e  bluffs may have been an  a n c i e n t  "buffalo- 

jump." One s u c h  s i te  near C h a l l i s  was confirmed by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  i n  
Septzmber, 1970,  as having been used by Ind i ans  between 1500 X.D. and 
1750 A.D. 5/ Several people  have found b u f f a l o  skulls in t h e  Salmon 
area. ~ e t % e d  Salmon Supervisor,  F. E. Powers found bu f f a lo  s k u l l s  
on Four th  of J u l y  Creek, Fens t e r  Creek, Bear Creek of f  Hawley Creek,  
and Hawley Creek. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t he  e a r l y  s e t t l emen t  of the Salmon Fo re s t  a r e a ,  mountain 
sheep were ve ry  numerous and i nhab i t ed  t h e  lower rough count ry ,  as 
w e l l  a s  t he  high mountains. They were stricken wi th  scabies and there 
was a  b i g  "die-off" around 1890, compLetely wip ing  o u t  t h e  mountain 
sheep  in some areas. F. E.  Powers r e p o r t s  riding up Rocky Canyon n e a r  

3/Warren Angus Ferris, Life i n  t h e  Rocky Hlnuntains, e d .  Herber t  S, - 
Auerbnch and J. C e c i l  A l t e r  ( S a l t  Lake Ci ty :  Rocky Xountain Book Shop, 
1940) p .  130. 

hj~rosnan, p p .  7 4 - 7 8 .  - 
5/&3b Johnson, "Fa ther ,  Son Excavate S i t e  of Ancient Bison Xassacre ," - 
The Idaho Statesman, September 9 ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p. 1 4 .  



Leodore about 1945 and counting 19 mounta in  sheep skuLLs i n  a short 
d i s t m c e .  These s k u l l s  were a l l  mature, b i g  rams,  completely weathered. 
There are  no known sheep  now on the Forest on t h a t  s i d e  of  the valley 
any place s o u t h  of the Nor th  Fork  drainage. L/ - 
W h i t e t a i l  d e e r  w e r e  common when t h e  area was f i r s t  s e t t l e d .  Ca l led  
b r u s h  dee r ,  they were  c o n s i d e r e d  a pest by t h e  s e t t l e r .  They rapidly 
d e c l i n e d  I n  numbers and became a r a r i t y .  

When t h e  Forest was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i l d l i f e  inc luded  mule d e e r ,  mountain 
sheep, rnoun t a i n  goo ts , sage hen, b l u e  mountain grouse, salmon, t r o u t ,  
salmon t r o u t  ( s  t r r l h e a d )  , w h i t e f i s h ,  bears, wolves ,  cougar,  l y n x ,  bobca t ,  
and f o x e s .  I n  1909 bear c o u l d  b e  k i l l e d  a t  any t i m e  dur ing  the  y e a r ,  
w h i l e  t h e  open s e a s o n  f o r  deer ,  mountain shecp. and mountain goat  !as 
l i m i t e d  t o  September 1, through December 31. Elk, moose, and 
a n t e l o p e  were n o t  mentioned as game an imals .  2 /  - 

Wolves occupied the Salmon Forest area i n  e a r l y  days.  George 3 i c h o l s ,  
employed t o  hunt  p r e d a t o r s  i n  t h e  J u n c t i o n  area, k i l l e d  108 wolves i n  
a p e r i o d  of 1 0  o r  1 2  years. These were t i m b e r  wolves ,  weighing f rom 
90 t o  120  pounds. 2/ ~ i c h o l s '  y e a r l y  r e p o r t  in 1908 included 23  
wolves ,  165 coyotes  and a large number of lynx and bob-cat. 41 
Ralph Burr  was a l a t e r  h u n t e r  of p r e d a t o r s  i n  t he  upper ~ernh7. 
William Wilson reports only a few wolves  i n  t h e  Forney and X i d d l e  Fork 
country from 1909 t o  1920. Ross Tobias  caught  one i n  a t r a p  a t  £Lam's 
Fork i n  December, 1910. Wolverines have been r e p o r t e d  seen i n  1969 
and 1972  i n  Carmen and Freeman Creeks .  

The g r i z z l y  bear seems consp icuous ly  a b s e n t  from t h e  Salmon Forest.  
George Nichols  was once c a l l e d  t o  kill cx g r i z z l y  e a s t  of the Con- 
t i n e n t a l  Divide, on Bloody Dick Creek i n  ?funtam; Les Gutman  saw one 
wes t  of  t h e  Middle F o r k ,  and these have been grizzlies k i l l e d  west of 
t h e  Middle Fork i n  ea r l i e r  years. None of t he  o l d  timers could  r e c a l l  
any g r i z z l i e s  i n  the Salmon Nat ional  F o r e s t  area, a t  least n o t  s ince  
1900 .  Ross Tobias  a s  a boy accompanied G i l b e r t  Year ian  and Bert McNab 
on a bear hunt  near Junction a f t e r  a cow had been k i l l e d .  They t r a i l e d ,  
and f i n a l l y  k i l l e d  the  b e a r ,  which Ross rrmemhers a s  a & g r i z z l y .  
Th i s  was around 1900 o r  e a r l i e r .  51 

Bisan and wolf have disappeared from the area. F i s h e r  were in t roduced  
i n t o  t h e  Chamberlain basin west of the Salmon F o r e s t  a b o u t  1955. I t  
i s  b e l i e v e d  t h e y ,  too,  are a l l  gone now. 

l / F .  E. Powers - 
2/James W. Ryan, "Report f o r  F o r e s t  Atlas," February 11, 1910. - 
3/Interview with Earl N i c h o l s ,  Salmon, Idaho,  Octobcr 2 2 ,  1969. - 

4/Tlle Lemhi kferald,  April 16, 1908. - 

5/Ross T o b i a s ,  Xay 1, 1969. - 
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Conservation minded sportsmen jo ined  Fo re s t  off icers  i n  promo t l n g  
formicition of game r e fuges  a t  a t i m e  when game numbers were low. X u  
hunt ing was permi t ted  i n  t h e  r e fuges .  Af t c r  t h e  numbers of game animals 
increased, even to t h e  poin t  o f  s e r i o u s l y  d e p l e t i n g  t h e i r  h a b i t a t  and 
i n  extreme cases caus ing  e r o s i o n  of  the  land  and s t a r v a t i o n  of animals, 
spar tsmen and c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  were r e l u c t a n t  t o  have t h e i r  s t 3  t e s  a l l ow  
more game t o  be k i l l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  had been a su s t a ined  effort 
in most a r e a s ,  supported by sportsmen and stockmen a l i k e ,  t o  k i l l  o f f  
coyotes ,  cougars  and wolves as p r e d a t o r s  of game and l i v e s t o c k .  
Gradual ly  more and more people came t o  t he  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  the numbers 
oE wild game must be kept  to  a l i m i t  that could be supported i n  any 
given area, and today i n  many places studies o f  the a v a i l a b l e  forage  
determines  t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  of the a r e a  and game hun t ing  l imits 
a r c  s e t  accord ing ly .  

The Big Creek Came P re se rve  (on P a n t h e r  Creek) was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1917 .  
I t  was abol i shed  i n  the 1940 ' s .  There w a s  a l so  a game preserve on 
Hnwley Creek which w a s  abo l i shed  i n  t h e  1940 ' s .  

One long standing w i l d l i f e  problem on the Salmon Fores t  is  the  conges t ion  
of dee r  on t he  w in t e r  range o f  t h e  Middle Fork. There have been var izd  
t h e o r i e s  and opLnions advanced concerning t h e  causes and s u l u t i o n  t o  
t h i s  problem, Glenn Thompson, r e t i r e d  Salmon Superv isor ,  f i r s t  s a w  
t h e  Middle Fork i n  1924 and r e c a l l s  t h a t  the win t e r  range was then 
l a r g e l y  a cover  of b i t t e s b r u s h  and mountain mahogany. During the 
next 25 years, n e a r l y  a l l  of t he  w i n t e r  fo rage  was k i l l e d  by t h r e e  
succes s ive  pe r iods  of overuse. Being i n  a r o a d l e s s  a r e a  has made 
it a d i f f i c u l t  area to manage. 

The Middle Fork Came P re se rve  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  192.5, included the e n t i r e  
watersheds of Yel lowjacket  Creek, S i l v e r  Creek, Camas Creek from 
Meyer's Cove t o  t h e  Middle Fork, and the  e n t i r e  watersheds of a l l  
c r eeks  emptying into t h e  Middle Fork from Norton Creek t o  t h e  mouth 
of Roaring Creek. The country is rough, varying from 3,404 fse t  
e l e v a t i o n  a t  t h e  mouth of Wa te r f a l l  Creek to  10,070 f e e t  a t  M t .  McGuirs. 
The w in t e r  range c o n s i s t s  of a narrow belt extending back about  t h r ce  
m i l e s  from each  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  I t  is about  25 mi l e s  l ong ,  very  
rocky,  and rough i n  m a s t  p l a c e s .  The main concen t r a t i on  a r e a s  were 
around t h e  mouth of Camas Creek and t h e  Cranda l l  Ranch. 8 (now t h e  
F ly ing  B ) .  

One theory advanced concerning the Middle Fork d e e r  win te r  range was 
that hunting pre s su re  from s u r r o u n d h g  a r e a s  pushed the dee r  down i n t o  
the w in t e r  range area e a r l i c r  than normal.  S tud i e s  were made i n  1933 
by Fo re s t  Rangers Arthur  Buckingham and Lester Gutzman, concerning 

l / ~ e t t e r  from Glenn TI~ompson, Caldwel l ,  Idaho, February 9 ,  1971. - 
2 / ~ e ~ t ~ ~  T, Gutzman, F o r e s t  Ranger and Glen Richardson, State Conservation - 
Officer, Lemhi County, "Came Management Plnn - Xiddlefork Game unit," 
March 10, 1944 ,  p .  1. 



d e e r  w i n t e r i n g  and e f f e c t  o f  h u n t i n g  on t h e  d r i f t  of t h e  deer. 
Buckingham observed t h a t  in t h e  Loon Creek and Xiddle  Fork  areas, the. 
h u n t i n g  season and i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  hun t ing  remained approximately  t h e  
same f o r  a p e r i o d  of years,  bu t  t h e  driEt of deer  to winter range 
o c c u r r e d  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  time almost  every  year, c o r r e l a t i n g  c l o s e l y  
w i t h  t h e  wea ther  c o n d i t i o n s  at the time. Buckingham r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
hunting d i d  s c a t t e r  the deer locally but d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  a f f e c t  
t h e  main d r i f t  t o  w i n t e r  range i n  t h e  a r e a s  he observed.  1/ - 
Another t h e o r y  w a s  that a s  t he  numbers b u i l t  up i n  a game preserve, t h e  
deer wot~ ld  n a t u r a l l y  move t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  as food ran s h o r t .  The 
NiddLr Fork deer herd  was al ready e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  time t h e   cam^ 
P r e s e r v e  was star ted,  and r a p i d l y  built up to a t o t a l  of 4,000 o r  
more. They d i d  not move t o  o t h e r  areas.  During t he  heavy snow winter 
oE 1931-32 they  crowded t h e  l o w  w i n t e r  range a long  the  r i v e r  and a b o u t  
1500 s t a r v e d  t o  d e a t h .  Heavy damage was done t o  t h e  range .  

I n  1933 S ta te  Came Commissioner A .  H. Ecker t  w a s  of the  o p i n i o n  t h a t  
t h e  Zliddle Fo rk  Came P r e s e r v e  was in t h e  -wrong p l ace ,  g i v i n ~  p r o t e c t i o n  
where  i t  was n o t  needed and Orange A. Olsen, I n s p e c t o r  of Grazing,  
recommended t h a t  i t  be a b o l i s h e d  as it was serv ing  no good p u r p o s e ,  
and w a s  overs tocked .  He f e l t  opening i t  t o  hun t ing  would n o t  b e  
d i s a s t r o u s  b e c a u s e  t h e  area was i n a c c e s s i b l e  and c o u l d  be reached 
only b y  pack outfits .md a i r p l a n e s .  / The Came Prese rve  was opened t o  
hun t ing  i n  1934.  Huntars  d i d  no t  r e spond ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  t r a v e l  t o  such 
a r e n o t e  a r e a  f o r  one d e e r .  I n  1939 Inspeetur  Anderson s t a t e d  t h a t  the  
conges t ion  of  d e e r  on t h e  w i n t e r  range o f  the Middle Fork was t h e  
b i g g e s t  w i l d l i f e  problem on t h e  Salmon F o r e s t .  He recommended t h a t  
t h e  S t a t e  Game Commission encourage more hunt ing  on the Middle Fork.  2/ 

In  1940 two d e e r  were  a l lowed i n  t h e  Nidd le  Fork  area,  with a longer  
s e a s o n .  There was a h e a v i e r  t ake  bu t  n o t  enough.  The w i n t e r  of 
1942-43 again had heavy snow and a l a t e  s p r i n g .  The l o s s  was approxi-  
mate ly  one-hal f  o f  the  herd and t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  oE t h e  range was 
f u r t h e r  reduced.  Zn 1944 the c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  of t he  range  was o n l y  40:; 
of t h e  1928 f i g u r e .  4 /  - 
A G a m e  Xanagement Plan was worked out i n  1944 b y  t h e  Fores t  S e r v i c e  and 
t h e  S t a t e  Came Commission f o r  t h e  Middle  Fork Game U n i t ,  R icha rdson  
fo rmula ted  the plan w i t h  the  purpose of providing t h e  g r e a t e s t  number of 
game an imals  t h a t  couLd safe ly  be c a r r i e d  through t h e  most severe w i n t e r  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  based on what  had happened i n  t h e  p a s t ,  wi thou t  damage t o  
t h e  r a n g e ,  and t o  p rov ide  a means of m a i n t a i n i n g  an o rde r ly  balance 
between t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  of b i g  g m ,  game and domestic s t o c k ,  

L/Orange A. Olsen,  I n s p e c t o r  of Crazing, "~emo ," January 9 ,  1933,  pp. 1-5.  - 

2 / 0 l s e n ,  p p .  1 - 5 .  - 
3 L. Anderson, " Inspec t ion  Rzpor t , "  September 28,  1939,  p .  8. - 
4lCtltzrnan and Richardson,  p.  1. - 



aad f o r a g e .  In addition t o  d e e r ,  the plan inc luded  e l k ,  mauntain 
sheep and mountain goa t s .  

The Hiddle Fork deer and forage  problem caa t inued .  The Yord-kioncrief 
Inspec t ion  af 1947 mentioned the over-population causing s e r i o u s  
d e s t r u c t i o n  sf watershed cover and reduced carrying capac i t y .  They 
suggested t h a t  t h e  hunt ing  of cougars aggravated t h e  situation. More 
cougars could h e l p  control t h e  over-popula tiwn. l h n t i n g  removed only 
about 100 deer in 1945--not enough for a herd o f  2400. L/ 

Ranger Henry Ketchfe  prepared another  Game Management Plan f o r  t h e  
Hiddle Fork  Game Unit in 1950. Elk had increased in the area and 
there  w a s  range enough t h a t  mountain s h e e p  and goat numbers could  be 
i n c r e a s e d .  Dumestic s t o c k  numbers had been cu t .  

A t  t h e  p r e sen t  time (1973) t h e  e l k  herd  on the Xiddle  Fork is expanding 
and the deer herd  i s  d e c r e a s i n g  somewhat. The range has n o t  recovered 
from the earLirr abuses o f  overuse.  11 

For many years there was a bounty on cougars .  It was removed i n  1959, 
b u t  the number of ccwgars killed a n n u a l l y  since 1959 has been l a r g e r  
than f o r  most yeass when t h e r e  was a bounty paid f o r  cougars. 3-t' In 
1971 the cougar was taken off t h e  predator list and is now considered 
a game animal. The Game Department r epo r t ed  about 60 cougars k i l l e d  
around Salmun i n  the  winter of 1969-70, wfth the aid a£ saaw machines, 

In the w i l d l i f e  r e p o r t  of 1944, Inspector Kinney l i s t e d  three main 
w i l d l i f e  problems on the Salmon F o r e s t .  F i r s t  was t he  Middle Fork 
dee r  herd d i s c u s s e d  above. Second was the e l k  herd i n  the [North Foxk. 
In  1943 Ranger Wheeler counted 60 w i n t e r - k i l l e d  elk. .He estimated 
about 150 native e l k  popula t ion  and about 150 additional Montana 
d r i f t .  There was not s u f f i c i e n t  winter feed on t h e  Idaho s i d e  t o  c a r e  
f o r  the 100 percent h c r e a s e  due t o  Montana d r i f t .  The result was a 
heavy l o s s  of elk f r ~ m  deep snow and s tarvat ion.  Ranger Wheeler sug-  
gested t h a t  a n  o p e n  hunt ing  season an the Idaho side would he lp  t o  
re l ieve  the congestion due to the e l k  d r i f t  from Montana. The t h i r d  
wf ldZ i f e  problem o n  the Salmon in 1944 was t h a t  with t he  increase in 
forage  product ion and reduction i n  livestock use, t he re  was developing 
a heavy increase o f  gnme on the F o r e s t ,  in b o t h  elk and deer, U n m y  
recommended this s i r u a t t o n  be carefully watched to prevent aver-population 
and range depletion. 41 

2/Intemiew w i t h  Nartel Morasche, Idaho F i s h  and Came Department, - 
Boise, Idaho, ?larch 9, 1971. 

3 / k t t e r  from W. M. Shaw, Game Bioln~ist, Idaho F i s h  and G a m e  Department, - 
Boise,  Idaho,  March L1, I.971 
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The Xord - Xoncrief i n s p e c t i o n  i n  1947 gave a resume o f  the wildiife 
s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  Salmon F o r e s t .  A t  that t i m e  they repor ted  t h e  
average  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  looked at i t  f i r s t  as a g r e a t  
f i s h i n g  c o u n t r y  and second as a vaca t ion  land w i t h  mountain sheep, 
mountain g o a t ,  bear, antelope,  e l k  and dcer. F i s h i n g  was famous, 
b u t  was going d o w n h i l l  through d e p l e t i o n  of  t h e  smaller s t r e a m s ,  and 
needed f i s h  p l a n t i n g  t o  keep up w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  f ishermen.  The 
mountain g o a t  and sheep  h u n t i n g  ranked among t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  
b u t  numbers were mall and needed c a r e f u l  management t o  i n s u r e  f u t u r e  
growth. Bear were  a b u n d a n t ,  an te lope  i n c r e a s i n g l y  common, e s p e c i a l l y  
on t h e  Medicine Lodge D i s t r i c t .  Three e l k  h e r d s  were b u i l d i n g  up: 
Iiawley Creek,  Upper P a n t h e r  Creek,  and a long  the C o n t i n e n t a l  Divide  
i n  t h e  Hughes Creek D i s t r i c t .  Xost acute problem was t h e  deer o v r r -  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t he  ?. l iddle Fork. Other  deer problems existed b u t  were 
no t  as acute .  P a c k e r s  and guides were r a p i d l y  increasing, c rea t ing  
a s h o r t a g e  o f  horse feed  i n  t h e  back c o u n t r y  a long  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
t r a v e l  r o u t e s  and a t  the b e s t  camp s i t es .  With the  encouragement of 
t h e  S u p e r v i s o r  the packers organized into an association which was a 
forward s t e p  toward s o l u t i o n  of t h e  complex problems invo lved .  L/ 

Wildlife P l a n t i n g s  . 
Elk  were p l a n t e d  on t h e  B i r c h  Creek d r a i n a g e  o f  Panther  Creek i n  1937 ,  
t rucked  from Hammoth and G a r d i n e r  i n  Yel lowstone N a t i o n a l  Park. 
Les Aldous , G r a n t  Ziemer and John Rose, w i th  Xike W i l k i n s  , Conservat ion 
O f f i c e r ,  brought  i n  62  elk. 

Pheasan t s  i n  t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  a r e a  a r e  a remnant o f  ea r ly  p l a n t i n g s  
here. 

Cambel Quail were i n t r o d u c e d  i n  several places in Idaho, i n c l u d i n g  
Salmon, around 1916.  Twelve  dozen were brough t  by train t o  Hackay 
and on to Salmon by wagon or car, and k e p t  by  Dr. Carnes , d e n t  is t , 
u n t i l  r e l e a s e d .  The o t h e r  Camhel Q u a i l  p l a n t i n g s  i n  Idaho d i d  not 
su rv ive ,  b u t  Gambel q u a i l  are still found n e a r  Salmon from Tower Creek 
t o  t h e  Creeks near Baker ,  b u t  no t  i n  g rea t  numbers.  

Chukar p a r t r i d g e  were  brought  i n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1940's and e a r l y  1950's.  

An at t r rnpt  was made i n  1970 t o  in t roduce  v a l l e y  q u a i l  from Owyhre 
County. 

Turkeys were brought  i n t o  the a r e a  around Bernard Creek i n  t h e  e a r l y  
days .  Bill Wilson took them i n  i n  c r a t e s  by  pack s t r i n g .  They d i d  
not surv ive t h e  f i r s t  w i n t e r .  Recent p l an t ings  of  M e r r i a m  t u r k e y s  
have been made on Wagonhammer Creek i n  1971  and 1 9 7 3 ,  

l / ~ o r d  - Moncrief , pp . 8 - 1 2 .  - 



There have been many t r o u t  p l a n t i n g s  o v e r  the  years. Xost e a r l y  
p l a n t i n g s  were made using pack mules c a r r y i n g  t h e  t r o u t  i n  f ive-  
g a l l o n  m i l k  cans. L a t e r  p l a n t i n g s  have been made by t ruck  and a i r p l a n e .  
For many y e a r s  the Fish and Game Department took rainbow t r o u t  eggs 
from W i l l i a n s  L a k c ,  up t o  8 m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r ,  t o  a ha tchery  a t  Hagerman. 

Les Eutzman past d i s t r i c t  r a n g e r  a t  Copper Creek and Salmon r e p o r t e d  on 
trout p l a n t i n g s  i n  t h e  Bighorn Crags d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1938 t o  1945.  
Gutzman, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Carl Gaver ,  p l a n t e d  24 of t h e  l a k e s .  They 
d e p o s i t e d  rainbow t r o u t  i n  t h e  Wilson Lakes ,  Yellowstone c u t t h r o a t  i n  
t h e  No-Name Lakes and Golden t r o u t  i n  Big Clea r  Lake, C r a t e r  Lake, 
P o t  Hole and Goose Neck Lakes.  

During t h e  summer uf 1957 Cutzman made a check of f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  lakcs 
he had p r e v i o u s l y  s t o c k e d .  He found t h a t  t r o t ~ t  catches were n e i t h e r  
b o u n t i f u l  o r  of r e c o r d  l e n g t h .  The f i s h  were q u i t e  uniform i n  s i x ,  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  b e i n g  8 t o  1 0  i n c h e s  i n  length, s e v e r a l  had b i g  heads ,  and 
t h i n  bod i e s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of under fed  f i s h .  L/ 

W i l d l i f e  S t u d i e s  

There  have been many w i l l d l i f e  studies c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  SaLrnon National 
F o r s s t  through t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  t he  Idaho F i s h  
and Game Department,  and t h e  Idaho Cooperat ive  W i l d l i f e  Research Uni t  
of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Idaho .  Some of these s t u d i e s  a r e :  

Mountain Goat:  Steward Brandborg, Carmen Creek,  1950's. 
Lon Kuck, Pahs imero i ,  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  1971.  

Mountain Sheep : Dwight Smith ,  1950's .  
J i m  Norgan, Nidd le  Fork ,  1 9 7 1 .  

Cougar : Maurice G . Hornocker , w i t h  Wilbur Miles, c a r r i e d  
o u t  s t u d i e s  f o r  five y e a r s  i n  t h e  P a y e t t e  and 
Salmon N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  of the Big Creek 
drainage and the  X i d d l e  Fork of the  Salmon R i v e r .  
T h i s  study was r e p o r t e d  in t h e  Na t iona l  Geographic 
Magazine, Vol. 136 ,  No. 5 ,  November, 1969,  
pp. 638 - 655. 

C u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  of the Middle Fork: Jerry H a l Z e t ,  1959-61. 

Elk: Moyer Creek, 1967 - 1972 .  Effects of t imber  cutting 
on e l k  calving a r e a s .  

h a d r o m o u s  f i s h  study: Mouth of Hayden Creek ,  Quinton Doty and 
T e r r y  Holubetz ,  1966 - 

In  1969 t h e  b i g  game h a r v e s t  on t h e  Salmon F o r e s t  included 4 ,756  d e e r  
and 975 e l k .  

- - 

l / ~ e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  in The Pas t  Register ,  September 1957 by  K e i t h  Barrette. - 



E. RECRLATTUN AND LLi~LW USE 

Recrea t iona l  u s e  of  t he  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  was one of t h e  l a t 2 s t  o f  the 
forest: r e sou rce s  tn be recognized  and u t i l i z e d ,  Stockmen, Lumbermen 
and miners were recognized as users o f  f o r e s t  resources  and p rov i s ions  
were made f o r  them much e a r l i e r .  Gradually t he  vast o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  rrcrration i n  t h e  f o r e s t  became apparent t o  the publ ic  and t h e  
f orc l s t r r s  a l i k e ,  and the Forcs t  Serv ice  began t o  develop r e c r e a t i o n a l  
facilities . R e c r e a t i ~ n a l  planning had t o  be coordinated c a r e f u l l y  
w i t h  plans f a r  t imber  c u t t i n g ,  grazing and w i l d l i f e ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  
balanced devt lopment  of a l l  r e sou rce s  and t o  prevent  conflicts between 
recreation and o t h e r  u s e s ,  and even between d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of  
r ec rea t ion .  

I n  191(?, Supervisor J:xmes Ryan e s t ima ted  t h a t  500 people  used the 
Salmon Fores t  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i th  about  one- th i rd  coming from eastern 
s t a t e s ,  and t h e  remainder  coming from areas ad j acen t  t o  the F o r e s t .  
Xr. Ryan felt that when t h e  r a i l r o a d  was completed l a t e r  i n  1910, i t  
would greatly increase the number of people coming t o  t h e  Salmon Fores t  
for r e c r e a t i o n .  2-1 

The r eco rds  f o r  1931 estimate 2500 v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  Nor th  Fork, 400 
v-isi tors t o  Rughes Creek, 1,000 hunters  going th rough  Shoup, and about 
150 people v i s i t e d  t h e  Idaho P r imi t i ve  Area v i a  t h e  Salmon F o r e s t .  A/ 
I n  l 9 3 1  Superv isor  K-inney, i n  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  use of t he  Salmon River 
trail below Shoup, included 250 horse days use by hunters. 4 /  In 1932, 
Kinney no ted  the heavy u s e  by r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  of the ~ i l l i a &  Creek a r e a ,  
and a need f o r  a road t h e r e .  ?/ 

During the depres s ion  of t h e  19301s ,  the CCC camps in the Salmon 
National Fores t  accomplished s e v e r a l  much needed cons t ruc t i on  p r o j e c t s ,  
including some recreational f a c i l i t i e s .  They built camping f a c i l i t i e s ,  
p i c n i c  tables and shelters at Twin Creeks and Cougar P o i n t .  They a l s o  
developed camping f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Deep Creek {Panther Creek drainage)  , 
Yellowjacket Lake, and Long Tom. I n  1937 Inspec tor  W. B.  Rice cammented 
on t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Twin Creeks and Williams 
Creek (Cougar Point), b u t  f e l t  they may have been overdeveloped, s ince 
the re  wauld n o t  be  need f o r  t h a t  many campsi tes .  Rice commended t h e  
Salmon Fo re s t  f o r  their excellent work in the  f i e l d  of r e c r e a t i o n .  6-/ 

lj~ernard Frank, Our Wational F o r e s t s  (Xorman: Univers i ty  of Oklahoma - 
Press, 1955) , p .  7.5. 

2/~ames Ryan, "Report f o r  Fo res t  Atlas," February  11, 1910. - 

3 h n a  Parkinson,  " In spec t i on  Report," 1931. - 
415. 3 .  Kinney, Xemo," October 7 ,  1931, p. 2 .  . - 

5 / J .  N. Rinney, "?;iemol' September 28, 1932 ,  p .  2 .  - 
6 / W .  . Rice,  " Inspec t ion  Report ,"  September 5 ,  1937 ,  p. 3. - 



I n  1939 Supervisor Godden recommended t h e  bu i l d ing  of s imple  campsites 
f o r  hunters  and f i shermen,  f o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  and sanitation, p o s s i b l y  
a t  t h e  mouth of Dry Gulch,  and o t h e r  s i r e s  a long  the  Middle Fork  and 
Camas Creek. I! I n s p e c t o r  Anderson i n  1939 r epo r t ed  that t h e  Salmon 
Fores t  d i d  n o t  have intensive r ec r ea t i onaL  u s e ,  bu t  he did recommend 
development of cmpgrounds  a l o q  the Middle  Fork i n  t he  P r i m i t i v e  
Area because of i n c r e a s e d  use there. 2 /  - 

One of t h e  l and  use  probLerns on the Salmon Fo re s t  r epo r t ed  i n  1943 
was t h e  t ak ing  up of mine ra l s  claims as a sub te r fuge  f o r  other u s e s .  
This r e s u l t e d  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  no r e q u e s t s  f o r  summer home special use 
permits on the S a l m n  Nat iona l  Fores t  and a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of low standard 
bu i ld ings  along the Panther  Creek and Salmon River  r o a d s .  3/ - 

Recreation Use of  t h e  Salmon National. Fo re s t  1941 - 1943: 

Number of  V i s i t o r  Days 1941. 1942 - 1943 

Campgrounds 1,371 5 30 SOU 
Picnic Areas 3,320 1,900 1,040 
P r  iini t i v e  Area 1 ,020 4 00 250 
Other Nat iona l  Fo re s t  Areas 7,795 3,300 1,800 
Highways, Roads and Water 5,100 3,400 1,850 

Yearly  T o t a l s  : 18,606 9,530 5,440 

Difference i n  yearly f i g u r e s  is  a significant r e s u l t  of war cond i t i ons .  
The 1944 r e p o r t  stated t h a t  due t o  i t s  i s o l a t i o n ,  t h e  Salmon National  
Forest could n o t  be p r o p e r l y  c l a s s i f i e d  as a heavy r e c r e a t i o n  f o r e s t .  4 /  - 
The Appendix l i s t s  s t a t i s t i c a l  c h a r t s  showing t h e  development o f  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  sites on the Salmon F o r e s t  and r e c e n t  v i s i t o r  s t a t i s t i c s .  

There were a n  e s t ima ted  10,000 t o  14,000 v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  Salmon Fores t  
by  1947. A t t r a c t i o n s  were f i d l i n g ,  hunt ing ,  p i c n i c k i n g  and camping, 
s i g h t  s ee ing ,  back coun t ry  t r i p s  and w in t e r  s p o r t s .  Cougar Po in t  
campground was r e c e i v i n g  more use .by l o c a l  families and groups bu t  
a t  Twin Creeks i t  was cons idered  t h a t  the upper one-fourth ,  o r  e i g h t  
units, would be s u r p l u s  of a l l  f u t u r e  p u b l i c  needs.  This camp 
was r e b u i l t  i n  1967, en l a rged  t o  53  family u n i t s ,  and is  one of t he  
most popular r e c r e a t i o n  s p o t s  on the  Forest, poss ib ly  because of i t s  
proximity t o  U. S .  Highway 93.  

1/F. W. Godden, "Tnspection," J u l y  31,  1939, p. 3 - 

2 / 4 .  L. Anderson, " In spec t i on  Repor t , "  September 28, 1939, p .  6 - 
3/J .  N. Kinney, "Inspection Report ,"  May 1 3 ,  1944, p .  9 .  - 
415.  N. Kinney, "Inspection Report," May 13 ,  1944 ,  p .  9. - 
5/Nord-Moncrief, pp. 16-22. - 
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In 1946, 585 v i s i t o r s  en tered  the Idaho P r i m i t i v e  Area v ia  the  
Yellowjacket D i s t r i c t ;  of t h i s  number 295 were classified 3 3  hunters  
275 a s  fishermen and 15 u n c l a s s i f i e d .  Approximately half  came 
in by a i rp l ane .  About 20 pack o u t f i t s  were opera t ing  in and o u t  
o f  the Xiddle Fork  i n  the Yellowjacket  D i s t r i c t .  As many as 38 
head of horses were used i n  one s t r i n g .  Range feed for horses was a 
very s e r i o u s  problem i n  t h i s  narrow r i v e r  bottom. Transpor ta t ion  
by service landing at Bernard Creek Guard S t a t i o n  and t h e  Bennett 
Ranch l anding  f i e l d .  The ex i s t ence  of pr ivate  h o l d i n g s  with landins 
fields greatly complicated p r i m i t i v e  area admin i s t r a t i on .  The 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o r t  development w a s  a threa t  t o  
the i n t e n t  of the wi lderness  area program. This  Xidd le  Fork a r e a  
presented many problems not found i n  any o t h e r  of  the primitive area 
of Region Four.  Pa ten ted  homestradu and mining c l a i a s ,  numerous 
mineral  e n t r i e s  s u b j e c t  t o  pa t en t ing ,  toge ther  with a wide range of 
minera l  d i s cove r i e s  which were subject to l o c a t i o n ,  well e s t a b l i s h e d  
use of a i r p l a n e s  o n  private and national f o r e s t  l ands ,  the l i m i t a t i o n  
oE horse feed a c c e s s i b l e  from d e s i r a b l e  camp sites, and t h e  problem 
of expanding resort developments on p r i v a t e  holdings combined Ea 
complicate wi lderness  area admin i s t r a t t on .  While the Idaho Pr imi t ive  
Area h a s  no t  been officially e s t a b l i s h e d  as a wilderness area, i t  i s  
to  b e  managed i n  harmony w i t h  wilderness area pol icy .  L! 

By 1937 a win te r  sports area was being developed near Lost T r a i l  Pass .  
Th i s  s i t e  i s  p a r t l y  on Region 4 and p a r t  on Region 1, and rece ives  
heavy use from both s i d e s .  

Construct ion af r e c r e a t i o n  facilities on the S a l m n  Fo re s t  increased 
i n  the 1950rs, with four new campgrounds. Sixteen new camping and 
p icn ick ing  f a c i l i t i e s  were added Ln the 1960's bes ides  four  Prirnirive 
Area minimum facility boating sites on the Middle Fork, 

il v i s i t o r  Informat ion Center was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1966 on Lost T r a i l  
Pass a s  a j o i n t  projec t  of t he  Salmon, Beaverhead and B i t t e r r o o t  
Nat ional  Forests. The purpose of this Visitor Information Center i s  
t o  a i d  the v i s i t o r  i n  understanding t h e  geology, biology, ecology,  
h i s t o r y  o r  archaeology o f  the a r e a ,  and the ways productive f o r r s e s  are 
managed to  s u s t a i n  and renew themselves.  

Tke Pr imt t ive  o r  Wilderness Areas i n  our national forests were not  
always wi lderness ,  but have become such only s i n c e  the advent of the 
automobile and the motor road. Before the days of roads ,  when people 
t r ave l ed  on horseback and w i t h  packs t r i ngs ,  these  "wilderness" areas 
were often f u l l  of t r a v e l e r s  and had many r e s i d e n t s .  

The Middle Fork has long been a popular recreat ion a r e a  of t h e  Sa lmn  
National  F o r e s t  but the numbers of people v t s i t i n g  i t  were l im i t ed  
by i t s  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  u n t i l  la ter  years. In  the days of mining a t  
Yellowjacket,  Loon Creek ,  and Thunder Mountain, t h e  Hidd le  Fork was 

l / ~ o r d  - Mancrief, pp. 16-19. - 



crossed  b y  main thoroughfares  of t r a v e l ,  and several homesteaders 
set e led t h r r r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's t o  raise food f o r  the nearby miners. 
The l o w e r  p a r t  of t h e  canyon, be low the mouth of Big Creek, was 
l a b e l l e d  "Impassable Canyon" by those who came i n  t o  f i n d  the Sheep- 
e a t e r  Indians during t h e  Sheepcater  War. 

It i s  not known who f i r s t  t r ave l ed  t h e  l eng th  o f  t he  Middle Fork, b u t  
as early as 1 9 2 5 ,  motion p i c t u r e s  were taken of a scow t r i p  down the 
Middle Fork .  L /  Lester Gutzman recalls a n  early f l o a t  t r i p  on the 
Middle Fork around 1940,  made by a p a r t y  from Rogue River ,  Oregon, 
using a t,vpe o f  plywood boa t  c a l l e d  the Rogue River  boa t .  They made 
two t r i p s ,  w i t h  several b o a t s  each time. A s  they became a v a i l a b l e ,  
rubber  boa t s  were put  i n t o  use a f t e r  World War T I .  Don L, Smith 
claims to  be  t he  f i r s t  t o  use rubber  boats  on t h e  M i d d l e  Fork  of the  
Salmon River. It is  es t imated  t h a t  by 1949 as nmny as 25 people  werc 
f l oa  t i n g  t h e  r i v e r  annual ly  . 
Kecrea t lona l  u s e  of t h e  Middle Fork and mai.n Salmon r i v e r s  increased  
phenomenally d u r i n g  t he  1960's .  Fishermen and hun te r s ,  and adventur- 
ers were running t h e  r i v e r  i n  f l o a t  boats o r  power boats .  The Cobalt 
District p a t r o l l e d  t he  X i d d l e  Fork by Eloa t  boa t ,  aiding t r a v e l e r s  and 
b r ing ing  o u t  garbage.  The Salmon and B i t t e r r o o t  LUational Fo re s t s  
j o i n t l y  i n i t i a t e d  a r i v e r  p a t r o l ,  operated by jet  boa t s ,  along t h e  
main Salmon River  ad j acen t  t o  the Pr imi t i ve  Area  from Corn Creek t o  
Mackay Bar. On the Salmon River i n  1968 there werc 84 f l o a t  boat 
trips w i t h  441 people ,  159 s i g h t s e e i n g  t r i p s  by power boa ts  w i t h  860 
people ,  plus 24 kayaks and one canoe. Hunters with guides checking 
through the area inc luded  133 elk hunters  and 40 mountain sheep hunters .  
There were 1380 v i s i t o r s  at t h e  guard s t a t i o n  a t  Lantz Bar. 

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  Nat iona l  Wild and S c e n i c  River Systems A c t  af 
October 2 ,  1968, t he  Middle Fork OE the Salmon River became one of 
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  first Wild  Rivers .  The p o p u l a r i t y  of Middle Fork float 
t r i p s  has  created a problem of crowding and the  possibility of having to 
s c h e d u l e  o r  limit t r i p s  i n  the f u t u r e .  One o f  t he  largest p a r t i e s  
on  t he  r i v e r  i n  1970 was one group of 77  people i n  15  boa ts .  The l a s t  
n i g h t  of t h e i r  t r i p  they camped a t  Otter Bar and another  40 people 
t h e r e  made a t o t a l  of 117 on the one sand bar. Over 200 p e o p l e  came 
off  the Middle Fork dur ing  one two-hour pe r iod  in August. - 2 /  

l/Glenn Thompson. - 
2I"Mark Looms f o r  Boating on Salmon," The Idaha Statesman, - 
August 1 0 ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  1 6 .  



F. F I R E  CONTROL 

The Big Fire of 1910 burned from the Canadian b o r d e r  s o u t h  t o  the 
Salmon Bivcr and f rum Spokane, Washhgton,  e a s t  past Xissaula,  Nontana. 
It was n o t  a sing12 Eire, but t h e  jojning o f  many E i r c s  and i t  reached 
t h e  Salmon Nat iona l  F o r e s t ,  Joe Gautier s t a r t e d  working f o r  the Fore s t  
i n  June, 1909,  as a g u a r d ,  and was sent d m  the Salmon River t o  f i g h t  
t h e  Eire. When G a u t i e r  and t w o  o t h e r s  reached the Eire i t  had burned 
s e v e r a l  sections. T h e e  men were a l r e a d y  there and Ranges Swan came 
t o  b o s s  t h e  f i re  c r e w .  They had few t o o l s ,  and were expected to 
f i n d  tfmir o m  f o o d .  They worked a11 summer, The f i r e  burned from 
Owl Crcek u p  t h e  Salmon River t a  t h e  Sheepea te r  Creeks and t o  t h e  noreh.  
Xr. Cau t f e r  remembered count ing 1 7  f i r e s  Erom BZue Nose i n  one day .  
The fires finally g r e w  t o s e t h e r  i n t o  one f i r e .  The men could n o t  put 
o u t  t h e  f i r e ,  b u t  d i d  keep i t  from jumping Owl Creek. They wer2 aided 
by  t w o  s e t t l e r s  on Owl C r e ~ k ,  Reed Joseph and Elmer G r o f f .  Charlie Banan, 
George Anderson and Frank Ayers were among the f i r e f i g h t e r s .  

Fred Chase reca l l s  t h e  1910 f i r e  8s the  worst he  experienced in h i s  
yea r s  on the  Salmon Fores t .  H e  w a s  working on  Hughes Creek, where the 
Eire burned through some of the b i g  yellow pine country. He was t h e w  
dl summer. Efe remembers that t h e  sky was always smolcey and t h e  sun 
laoked l i ke  t h e  moon. He found many small animals with t h e i r  feet 
burned off. 2 J  F i r e f i g h t i n g  was hampered by i n s u f f i c i e n t  means of - 
communication, access t r a i l s ,  and men t o  guard the fo res t s .  Over 
three m i l l i o n  acres were burned i n  the 1910 fire, and 85 l ives  lost. 31 
None of the known dead were on the Salmon Forest. 

Lightning was t h e  main cause of t h e  many fires. Qther causes included 
careless campers, sparks Erom train e n g i n e s ,  l o g g e r s  c l e a r i n g  private 
Lands, fixes of  settlers and miners. It was a d r y  summer. On August 20 
a hu r r i cane - l i ke  wind swept th rough ,  and l i t t l e  f i r e s  grew b i g ,  b i g  ones  
spread  and merged, defying s u p e r v i s o r s ,  r a n g e r s ,  guards ,  temporary 
employees and United States t roops.  The f i r e  d i s r u p t e d  the economy of 
t h r e e  s t a t e s ,  upset t h e  ecolagicrxl  balance of an area two-thirds the 
s i z e  of New J e r s e y ,  and c r y s t a l l i z e d  p u b l i c  op in ion  i n  support of the 
Weeks L a w ,  passed in 1911. Thi s  l a w  provided f o r  coopera t ion  of the 
Federal Government and the S t a t e s  i n  p ro t ec t ion  and restaration oE 
watersheds and f o r e s t  r e s o u r c e s .  

In ea r l i e r  days people  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  E igh t  f i r e  because there was 
I f t t l e  they cou ld  do.  "Fed Chase remembers when Baldy isfountain (then 

. c a l l e d  Salmon City Xauntain) w a s  covered w i th  dead t imber ,  and 

1 f Interview with Joe  Gautier, Salmon, Ildahs , A p r i l  29, 1969.  - 
2 f  fntervlew w i t h  Fred Chase, Boise, Idaho, June 1 ,  1970. 

"JIGeorge T. x ~ r g a n ,  "The Tight  Against F i r e  ," Idaho Yesterdays, - 
Val. 6 ,  Na. 4 ,  (Winter, 1 9 6 2 ) ,  21-3Q. 



l i g h t n i n g  would h i t  t h e r e  every summer, starting fires. People in 
town watched the f i r e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  n i g h t ,  en joy ing  the spec t ac l e .  
F i r e  w a s  accepted and no one went to fight it. 

Fire c o n t r o l  has always been o f  p r i m e  importance to the Fo re s t  Service 
and today on t h e  Salmon Forest t he  prevention and con t ro l  af f i res  
requires more manpower and energy than any o t h e r  activity. L/ The 
mountainous r e g i o n s  of Idaho and western Montana are p a r t i c u l a r l y  
vulnerabLe because of weather  patterns and h igh  incidence of f i re -  
s e t t i n g  l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e s .  The Salmon i s  among s e v e r a l  Nat ional  
Forests referred t o  as "f ire  f o r e s t s "  for t h i s  reason. 

Through the y e a r s ,  methods have improved, and new t o o l s  have been 
devised. Lookout points were estabLished and men were stationed in 
them d u r i n g  t h e  d r y  season to  watch f o r  f i res .  Xore trails, roads,  
and telephone l i n e s  were built, and some of the new t oo l s  developed 
inc lude  the Pulask i , -  cha in  saw, bu l ldoze r ,  two-way r ad io ,  and f i r e  
r e t a r d a n t  bombers. 

I n  1910 Fred Carl and Charles  T rusco t t  went t o  all t h e  lookout  p o i n t s  
i n  the  Salmon Forest t o  do v i s i b i l i t y  mapping: they mapped what they 
could see from each  lookout  p o i n t .  2 /  V i s i b i l i t y  mapping was repea ted  
i n  the  1930's by Henry Shank of the-~e~ional O f f  ice. Stimulated by 
the bad fires of 1931, the Chief of the Forest Serv ice  i n  1935 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a policy on the  " f i r e  f o r e s t s "  of the  Region ( inc luding  
t h e  Salmon), t o  g e t  80 percent  coverage of t he  f i r e  area by t h e  look- 
outs .  21 

Lee Bradley was one of the f i r s t  t o  man a Lookout on t he  Salmon Fores t .  
The year w a s  1911. His p o i n t  was Baldy Mountain, a t  the  s i t e  of t he  
p re sen t  r a d i o  r e p e a t e r  station. When he went t h e r e  the telephone 
line had not been completed and he had t o  r i d e  t o  Salmon t o  repor t  h i s  
f i r s t  f i res .  His son Steve Bradley manned the Stormy Peak Lookout in 
the f a l l  of 1957, and was an Ulysses Lookout in 1958. 

I n  1916, Salmon C i t y  Peak (Baldy Mountain) and Blue Nose, were con- 
s ide red  the main lookout  p o i n t s  of t h e  S a l m n  F o r e s t ,  Inspector  Woods 
stating that from them nearly a l l  the country where t h e r e  i s  much f i r s  
danger can be seen. F i r e  guards were k e p t  on them through each f i r e  
seasca, and Cathedra l  Mountain w a s  t o  be v i s i t e d  now and then, as 
some o f  the Middle Fork country could be seen from t h e r e  tha t  was n o t  
v i s i b l e  from the o t h e r  two peaks. Telephone lines were  b u i l t  o r  
planned to these t h r e e  p o i n t s .  &/ The f i r e  guards camped a t  the 

l/"Long T e r n  Objectives," Salmon National  Fo res t ,  A p r i l  18, 1971,  p .  1. - 
?/Fred Carl. - 
31F. E m  Powers - 
4 / C .  N. goods, " I n s p e c t i o n  Report 0," 1 9 1 6 ,  p p .  21-14. 
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lookout  s p a t s  i n  t e n t s .  At some lookouts  t h e  guard would climb a 
bandy tree for his lookout perch. At some p o i n t s ,  metal towers were 
built for the guard to climb f o r  h i s  watch.  

Fire f i g h t i n g  equipment recommended f o r  each district i n  1916 
consisted o f  shovels ,  axes, cross-cut saws, water  bags and b u c k e t s ,  
c an t eens ,  mattacks o r  grub hoes, files and whets tones ,  and Government 
cooking and e a t i n g  utensils f o r  10 t o  1 2  men. 

Report of Lookouts on Salmon F o r e s t  i n  1924 : 

Fim Po in t :  (west of  t he  Middle Fork)  two men. 

Baldy Mountain: 9 f o o t  by 9 f o o t  lookout  b u i l d i n g .  Not manned 
this season, since most of t h e  catintry v i s i b l e  i s  a l so  covered 
b y  o t h e r  l o u k o u t s  . 

Lake Hountain:  No improvements, b u t  telephone l i n e  t o  Salmon. The 
lookout  camps j u s t  under the  top of t h e  mountain. 

Taylor  Mountain: Has a 9 f o o t  by  9 f o o t  house; i s  a p r imary  
lookout  . 

Blackbird  Mountain: Has a 14 f o o t  by 1 4  f o o t  house; a p r imary  
lookout  . 

Red Rock Xountain: The lookout  camps a m i l e  from the t o p  of the 
mountain . 

McEleny Xountain: The lookout-patrolman-smokechaser camps a h a l f -  
m i l e  under  the mountain. No improvements. 

Middle Fork Peak: Has a lookout-smokechaser camped under the 
Middle Fork Peak saddle .  

Ulysses >fountain: So improvements. Lookout c l i m b s  trees t o  see 
t h e  count ry .  

G r i z z l y  Springs: One man. 

Allan Hountain:  A t  h e  Park is v i s i t e d  daily during the f i r e  season.  

G r a n i t e  Xountain: No horses a r e  kept here ; t h e  o n l y  c a s e  where  a 
smokechaser does not use horses, due t o  terrain and water and 
pasture c o n d i t i o n s .  This man has t o  get over the count ry  on 
foot=. 

Stein a u n t a h :  A pr imary lookout; has a building, and a man and 
w i f e  are stationed here. 

1 / ~ .  N. Woods, p .  2 1 .  - 



Sagebrush Spr ings  : Two m m  here t h i s  year ;  one is  an emergency 
man. 

Haystack Mountain: Xo improvements, except a small horse posture 
under t h e  mountain. The lookout climbs t r e e s  t o  g e t  the 
b e s t  view o f  t h e  count ry .  Need a tower b u i l t  here. 

Long Tom Mountain: A primary l o o k o u t ,  with a 10 f o o t  by 1 0  f o o t  
b u i l d i n g ,  Two men a r e  stationed here .  

Skunk Camp: One lookout is stationed here ,  w i t h  no t e l e p h o n e .  

Blue Nose: Two men stationed here ;  n lookout and a smokechaser. 

Horsef ly  Gulch: One lookout. 

The Salmon Fores t  had no o v e r a l l  v i s i b i l i t y  map i n  1 9 2 4 ,  which made 
i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  dec ide  which lookouts  should be considered primary 
lookouts ,  and have shel ters  and o t h e r  improvements ma&. A l l  the  
lookout  houses on the Salmon were unpainted.  1/ 

I n  1 9 2 7  a four-day f i r e  t r a i n i n g  camp was h e l d  a t  C a l i f o r n i a  Bar 
Ranger S t a t i o n .  Thirty-nine men a t t ended .  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  use o f  
the D-4 f i r e f i n d e r ,  map r ead ing ,  telephone l i n e  and instrument  mainten-  
ance, care o f  camp f i r e s ,  care of equipment,  making up f i r e - p a c k s ,  
methods of f i r e  f i g h t i n g ,  how t o  de te rmine  a r e a s  of f i r e s ,  "mopping 
up." A Syracuse two-way plow w a s  t r i e d  out i n  a d ry  meadow wi th  f a i r  
success .  / 

The Wilson Creek f i r e  of 1929 i s  remembered by s e v e r a l  F o r e s t  Serv ice  
persannel .  A l i g h t n i n g  caused f i r e  which burned n e a r l y  13,000 a c r e s ,  
i t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  f i r e  recorded on the Salmon Fores t  until t h e  Corn 
Creek f i r e  of  1961. The l o o k o u t  on Middle Fork Peak had the only  
te lephone.  L e s t e r  Gu tzman w a s  ranger  a t  Ye l lowjacke t ,  and Glenn Bradley 
a t  Copper Creek. Fire  fighters were trucked i n  and had t o  walk the 
l as t  18  miles t o  t he  f i r e .  E a r l  Nichols ,  recently r e t i r e d  ( l 9 6 9 ) ,  
s t a r t e d  h i s  work f o r  t he  Salmon Fores t  as  a runner  on t h e  Wilson 'creek 
f i r e .  These were no r a d i o s .  He recails that he r a n  f o r  the f i r s t  two 
weeks. H e  d i d  n o t  use  a  horse because of rough t e r r a i n  and l a c k  of 
t r a i l s .  A runner c o u l d  go where a horse could not. Approximately 200 
men were on the  f i r e  w i t h  about 25  men to a camp. Nichols would be 
sent with i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  a crew. Several t imes when he g o t  t o  a 
camp wi th  a message, the camp would be burned and the crew had moved on, 
Nichols  worked on t h e  Eire f o r  s i x t y  days. Henry Curry and E a r l  Poynor 
packed supp l i e s  and food f o r  the  f i r e f i g h t e r s .  A/ 

1 / ~ .  N .  Woods, " In spec t i on  Report  0,"  1 9 2 4 ,  pp .  4-8. - 
2 / 5 .  0. S tewar t ,  "Inspection Report ,"  1927 .  - 
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Wayne 0'  Connor was working w i t h  a road crew on t h e  'fi?Llowjaeket road 
in 1929  when they  were sent t o  t h e  Uv'ilson Creek f i r e .  Wayne fought 
the fire f o r  n l n e  weeks. Once his f i r e  crew had t o  make a fast run 
t o  keep f r o m  be ing  caught by  t h e  f i r e .  

~ ' C o ~ m o r  and Ranger Lester Gutman bo th  remember a near tragedy on 
t h e  Wilson Creek f i r e .  Superv i sor  Kinney, Herb Coles and kndell 
Wilson were caught as  t h e  f i r e  crowned up the  h i l l  a round them. They 
c lung  t o  t h e  s i d e  of  a l a rge  b a r e  rock as t h e  fire swept up tile o t h e r  
s i d 2 .  The f i r e  then s h i f t e d  t o  t h e i r  s i d e ,  so t h e y  moved t o  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of  the rock. Water in t h e i r  canteens w a s  h e l p f u l .  The 
h e a t  swelled t h e i r  e y e s  s h u t .  After the f i r e  swept t h r o u g h ,  R innry ,  
Coles and l4ilson were missed by Gutzman, who knew t h e y  were i n  the 
v i c i n i t y .  Iamn the ashes and d e b r i s  had cooLed s u f f i c L e n t L y ,  a 
search  was made b y  Gutzman, Johnny O'Connor and Wayne  onnor nor. Fear- 
i n g  t h e  miss ing men t n  be  dead ,  they were s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t racks  i n  
t he  ashes. To q u o t e  Lester Gutztnan: '%an, were w e  g l a d  t o  see those  
t racks!"  They fol lowed the tracks and found t h e  m e n  who were bad ly  
b l i s t e r e d  and had t h e i r  c l o t h e s  burned b a d l y .  They  had to  be  l ed  back 
t o  camp. &/ 

The f i r e  broke loose several times. Wayne O'Connor descr ibed i t  i n  
heavy t i m b e r :  t h e  flames were l i k e  a b i g  co rksc rew i n t o  t h e  sky ,  and 
the sound was a roar like a b i g  w a t e r f a l l .  Deer ,  bear and smaller 
ani~als fled before i t .  

The Wilson Creek f i r e  was a large f i r e ,  i n  s t e e p  count ry .  It burned 
a l l  t h e  trees on t h e  steep s l o p e s .  Since then snow s l i d e s  have a t  
times filled t h e  canyon, perhaps 200 feet d e e p .  The slides car r ied  
dead t rees  down, damming t h e  stream and changing t h e  stream bed t o  
where  it washed t h e  s o i l  and bank away. The h i l l s  have now grown a 
v e g e t a t i v e  cover ,  b u t  not enough t r e e s  t o  c o n t r o l  these b i g  slides. 
The stream is now p rac t i c a l l y  impassable. 

Several l o o k o u t s  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1930's .  Xurdoch MeNicoll b u i l t  
seven: Napoleon, Long Tom, B u t t s  P o i n t ,  S t o d d a r d ,  Oreana, West Worse 
and Skunk Camp. XcNico l l  c u t  t h e  materials t o  s i z e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r s  
and b u i l t  t h e  Lookouts i n  t h e  summers. Earl Poynor packed the  lumber 
t o  the var ious  po in t s .  For a lookout  bu i ld ing  14 by 14 f ee t ,  it was 
advan tage ious  t o  pack pre-cut m a t e r i a l  i n  rather long s e c t i o n s .  Some 
remarkable packing w a s  done by Earl Poynor i n  packing loads  of t h i s  
type. We packed a l l  the material Eor a lookout b u i l d i n g ,  including 
l umber ,  windows and a stove on ten mules, The mules had t o  maneuver 
c a r e f u l l y  between t r e e s  t o  carry the long  l u m b e r  w i t h o u t  bumping. The 
f i r s t  Iookaur McNicoll built w a s  Napoleon. There  were sevcn switch- 
backs t o  t h e  t o p .  One m u l e ,  carrying t h e  s t o v e ,  bucked on the t r a i l  
and rol let i  from the t op  down a11 seven switchbacks.  The s tove  had 



t o  be replaced. Merle Hoffman was t h e  lookout  on Napoleon chat  
summer, and he worked w i r h  XcNlcol.1 in buiLding the lookout .  I/ - 
There was a serious drought  i n  Idaho i n  1934.  A t  the same time many 
thousands of people from the  d u s t  bawl moved t o  t h e  Morthwest , i n -  
cluding many t o  Idaho, swelling the  rel ief  r o l l s .  Lemhi  County was 
among several c o u n t i e s  d e c l a r e d  i n  insuxrec  ticln by Governor C .  Ben Ross 
dur ing  t h ~  depression because of the number of arson-caused f i r e s  in 
t h e  forests .  These fires were set de1 ihe ra t e I . y  by unemployed people 
hoping t o  ga in  e m p l o p e n t  as  firefighters. 2/ 

A i r p l a n e s  were f i rs t  used about  1 9 3 1  f o r  dropping materials ( t o o l s  
and food) t o  f i r e f i g h t e r s .  

Radio was used in f i r e  protection on the Salmon F o r e s t  by 1934 .  Radio 
in the National  F o r e s t s  a t  t h i s  time was t o  some degree a nove l ty .  
Fores t  Service telephone l i n e s  were s t i l l  considered as  the primary 
means of comunfca t ion ,  w i t h  t he  radio a s  supplemental. 

Twenty-six lookouts  were occupied during the f i r e  season of 1939, 
w i t h  e i g h t  additional p o i n t s  available f o r  emergency. Four t r a i l  crews 
were i n  r a d i o  communication wi th  the Supe rv i so r ' s  Off ice .  A/ 

During t h e  manpower shor tage  of Warld War 11, women manned two of the  
l ookou t s  on t h e  Salman Eorest. They were placed where smokechaser 
suppor t  was reasonably c l o s e  by. Mrs. Cloe Bradley was at: Grani te  
Xountain and Miss Horn was a t  Anderson Mountafn. 41 Because of the 
manpower shortage, t he  F o r e s t  Serv ice  enlisted t h e h e l p  of c i t y  and 
county highway crews i n  emergencies,  a n d  the coopera t ion  o f  l o c a l  
business men. The Salmon Fores t  o f f i c e  f igured  they could gather  
7-25 t o  100 men f o r  f i r e  fighting regardless of where the fire was l o c a t e d ,  
w i th  a l o t  more ranchers  and businessmen l i n e d  up who would be  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  s h o r t  t imes c l o s e  i n .  The Forest Service worked hard on p u b l i c i t y  
for fire p r e v e n t i o n .  

In  s p i t e  of the coopera t ion  of t he  l o c a l  communities, bad fires some- 
times made i t  necessary  t o  ga the r  men and bays of f  t he  s t r e e t s .  There 
w a s  no local r a d i o  in Salmon a t  that time, and a f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  was a 
f o r e s t  car d r i v i n g  through the s t r e e t s  with the sound of a bul lhorn  
c a l l i n g  f o r  anyone who would fight fire to report to Forest Service 
headquar te rs  i m d i a t e l y  . Ranger Neale Poynor noted t h a t  because of 
the manpower sho r t age ,  h i s  f i r e  fighting group i n  1943 was composed 
mainly of 17 and 18 year olds, and those who had passed the p r ime  of 

l/Interview w i t h  Mrs. X. H. (C la i r e )  XcNicoll, Salmon, Idaho, - 
February 19, 1969, 

2/~eonard Arr ing ton ,  "The Kew Deal i n  Idaho," paper presented to - 
Pacific Northwest History Conference, B ~ i s e ,  Idaho, A p r i l  1 0 ,  1969.  
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l i f e .  Another Ringer commenced, "Thry ' rc  e i ther  ton  young o r  t o o  
o l d . "  

I n  L944 several Loakouts were manned by  16  and 1 7  year old boys. They 
had t o  be replaced about r l u g ~ ~ s t  2 5  so they could r e t u r n  to schaol, 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  manpower shor tage ,  f i r e  cont ro l  problems were in- 
creased by  t h e  Japanese incendiary balloon a t t a c k .  The purpose of 
t h e  ba l l oons  was to s t a r t  fires, r s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  h e a v i l y  forested 
n o r t h w e s t ,  t o  cause d e s t r u c t i o n ,  d i s r r a c t  U. S. nranpowcr from the war 
e f f o r t ,  and undermine t h e  marale oE t h e  people .  The long-range 
b a l l o o n s  were made oE several l a y e r s  of r i ce  p a p e r ,  were u s u a l l y  gray,  
white o r  greenish b l u e ,  and about 33 f e e t  in diameter.  They wer2 un- 
manned, b u t  c o n t a i n e d  i ncend ia ry  dev ices ,  and some were very explosive. 
They f l o a t e d  across the Pacific Ocean a n  a natural a i r  s t ream at about 
45,000 feet e l e v a t i o n .  

To counterace  the Japa~ese  bal loon efEsrt, the Amy, the  Army A i s  Force,  
Bureau of Land ~Unagement, Nat iona l  Park Service and t h e  U. S ,  Fores t  
Service each sent a representative t o  wurk out p l a n s  to r e s i s t  t h i s  
a t t a c k  and t o  keep any news o f  Japancve balloon landings from reach- 
ing the newspapers or other news media. I n  t h i s  w a y  t h e y  hoped ta  
keep t h e  Japanese from learning t h e  exact t i m e  the b a l l o o n s  a r r i v e d ,  
the i r  l o c a l i t y ,  and t h e i r  e f f ec t ,  This i n f a m a t i o n  would have enabled 
the Japanese t o  evaluate t h e  results, and poss ib ly  t o  correct  their 
methods. F. E ,  Powers of the Salmon Forest  represented the Forest 
Service on t h i s  task farce .  They bad 270 ground t roops ,  32 scout 
a v i a t o r s ,  and an agreemnt with Gowen f i e l d  for planes i f  needed, p l u s  
30 o r  40 para t roopers .  

Our counter-effort  a g a i n s t  t h i s  ba l l oon  attack was one o f  t h e  best 
kept  secrets of Morld War It. Citizens and newsfnen cooperated in 
keeping r e p o r t s  of b d L o o ~  s i g h t i n g s  from r e a c h i n g  the news. During 
the  s p r i n g  of 1945 ,  o v e r  1,100 balloons landed i n  western North America, 
most of them i n  Oregon and Idaho. E i g h t  people were k i l l e d .  288 bal- 
loons came i n t o  t h e  Boise area. Few s t a r t e d  fires, partly because 
they a r r ived  too  early in the spring, before the dry scasnn. 

The wartime manpower s h o r t a g e  hastened t h e  widespread use of smoke- 
jumpers i n  Eire c o n t r o l .  As a result of succesaEul experimental 
jumps made near Winthrop, Washington in 1939 t h e  Northern and Xurth- 
western Regions each organized a small squad of smokejumpers f o r  the 
1940 Eire season. The program grew, but by 1942 ,  warrime manpower 
and equipment shar tages reached a c r i t i ca l  stage f o r  t h e  smoke jumper 
program. The equipment shortage led to exper-imentation and develop- 
ment of better chutes. The manpower shortage was eased by v o l t ~ n t e e r  
conscientious objectors from. C,P.S.  C a p s .  By 1945 bases were main- 
tained at > l i s s ~ u l a ,  Huntana; X c C a 1 1 ,  Idaho ; Twi;p, Washingtun and 
Cave Sur~c tFon ,  Orcgon. Jumps were made to f i r e s  on the Salmon Farest 
from ba th  XcCall and XFssuu la ,  depending on the l a e a t i o n  of t h e  Eirc 



and the  number of  jumpers available. 

Observers f o r  the  United States Army v i s i t e d  t h e  parachute t r a i n i n g  
camp a t  Missoula i n  1940 and later employed Forest Service techniques 
and ideas i n  o rgan iz ing  t h e  f i r s t  army para t roop  t r a i n i n g .  In 1945 
the 555th Battalion of Negro pa ra t roops  was t r a i n e d  in timber jumping 
and f i r e f i g h t i n g  t o  combat the Japanese balloon fires. Since the  
ba l l oon  menace d id  not m a t e r i a l i z e ,  the 300 pa ra t roope r s  were used 
as a u x i l i a r y  suppress ion  crews on l a r g e  f i r e s  i n  Regions 1, 4 ,  5 and 
6 .  I/ The 1945 f i r e  season was a seve re  f i r e  yea r .  During t h a t  season, 
p a r a t r o o p e r s  were dropped on two Salmon Forest fires: Pas tu re  Moun- 
tain on t h e  L e m h i ,  and t h e  Horse Heaven Eire. 

Ford t r i -motors  and C u r t i s  T r a v e l a i r s  were  f a v o r i t e  planes f o r  ca r ry -  
,$ng smokejumpers and Fores t  Service cargo. The Ford  t r i - s o t o r  ' Y hi>gh 
l i f t  a i r f o i l  enab led  i t  t o  f l y  a t  low speeds among h i g h  maunrain peaks, 
and i t s  s t o u t  l and ing  gear allowed i t  to 'Land on wilderness a i r s t r i p s  
too rough f o r  more modern p l a n e s .  The Johnson F l y i n g  Serv ice  of 
Missoula i s  a name synonymous w i t h  t he  development of smokejumping 
i n  t h e  no r t he rn  in te rmounta in  area. Bob Johnson 's  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the  
Fores t  Service d a t e s  back t o  1926.  2/ The l a s t  two old Ford tri-motor 
planes of the  Johnson F l y i n g  Service were r e t i r e d  in May, 1969 ,  and 
sold t o  Museums. The C u r t i s  Travelairs were also retired and replaced 
by the Twin Otter and Beechcraf t  E-19's. 

A h e l i c o p t e r  was used  on the Salrnon Fo re s t  i n  1950 on the B u t t s  Creek 
fire and in 1951 an the Blackbird fire. Helicopters were used on the 
Rat Creek f i r e  i n  1959. S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  two he l i cop te r s  have been 
placed annual ly under contract on the Salmon F o r e s t .  On l a r g e  f i r e s  
a d d i t i o n a l  h e l i c o p t e r s  have been used. Twelve h e l i c o p t e r s  were used 
a t  the peak of the Corn Creek f i r e  i n  1961. 

1961 was the f i r s t  season a i r  tankers were under contract an t h e  Salmon 
F o r e s t .  Benton i te  was the f i r s t  t,ype of r e t a r d a n t  used.  The last f e w  
yea r s  phoscheck has been the r e t a r d a n t .  The most t anke r s  working on 
a f i r e  at one t i m e  w a s  1 5  dur ing  the Corn Creek Eire. 

Hajor changes have been made over  the yea r s  i n  methods o f  suppressing 
fires. P i c k  and shovel work by ground crews is still the b a s i c  method 
of controlling f i r e s .  Fires  a r e  now being partially c o n t r o l l e d  and/or  
slowed up by re tardant  d e l i v e r e d  by air t anke r s ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  o r  through 
ground tankers.  Water pumps and ground water pumper u n i t s  also h e l p  
i n  checking a f i r e  and p u t t i n g  i t  o u t .  The newest method of water 

l / " l l i s t o ry  of ~mokejumping," U. S. Department of Agr i cu l tu re ,  Fores t  - 
S e w i r e ,  Nor t h e m  Region, Missoula, Montana. 

2/Randle H. Burst, The Smokejumpers (CaldweL1, Idaho: Caston - 
P r i n t e r s ,  L t s . ,  l966), pp.  27-34. 



d e l i v e r y  on a Eire i s  through use o f  t h e  he l i cop te r  and a water- 
ca r ry ing  s l i n g  b u c k e t .  These buckets can be f i l l e d  from rivers or 
lakes w h i l e  in flight. 

Efethodu of delivery service to fires has been expanded. U n t i l  
deve lopmen t  of air transport, on i n a c c e s s i b l e  fires the pack string 
was the main transportation sousce.  During the 1 9 3 0 7 s ,  carga planes 
s tarred p a r a c h u t i n g  supplies t o  fires. fn use now i s  t h e  cargo- 
carrying Tzelicopter wIzich can d e l i v e r  i tems on t h e  Eire line o r  i n t o  
t h e  fire camp. The smoke j umper program has f a c i l i t a t e d  g e t t i n g  
people  on to  a f i r e  quickly. T h i s  has been especially valuable in 
controlling small. fires before they become large f i r e s .  At times 
t h e  use of smokejumpers is limited by weather conditions. With the 
use of helicopters, personnel c m  nuw be moved rapidly onto a fire 
line from a mad-based h e l i c o p t e r  s p o t .  The last several years  the 
Salmon Fores t  has based a six-man k c l i t a c k  crew wi th  a h e l i c o p t e r  
f o r  r a p i d  transit t o  a fire. &/ 

l /Soe  Ladle.  - 





A s o c i o l o g i c a l  phenomtenon of unusual interest i s  the  r c s j d e n t  popula t ion  
a f  "hermits" in the Salmon Natianal Forest  There i s  no way t o  accusa- 
t e l y  c a t a l o g  t h e  hermi ts  that have l ived on t h e  Salmon Fores t  but some 
e s t ima te s  suggest t h a t  t h e r e  have been t ines  when t h e  populat ion o f  
s o c i a l l y  remote people i n  the Salman National Fore s t  w a s  as h i g h  a s  
150. With a very few excep t ions  t h e s e  have been and. are a l l  s i n g l e  
males who f o r  various r e a s o n s  have chosen t o  l i v e  i n  isolation, of  vaxy- 
i ng  degree. X f e w  examples are given of this type of fo res t  r e s iden t .  

Tom Tobin  had placer claims i n  Bear V a l l e y  up K a y d a  Creek. He WEE 

there beforc  1894 ,  and f o r  many years aftzrward. His horse herd grew 
t o  50  o r  more. It i s  believed he  came t o  the area as an I n d i a n  scout .  

Snowshoe Johnson was s miner .  He b u i l t  an a r r a s t r a  m i l l  h i g h  on Wilson 
Creek, He also had a cabin on t h e  X i d d l e  Fork ,  above Wilson Creek. 

Frank Lave l ived  i n  a cave on the east side of the Xiddle Fork below 
the mouth of Camas Creek. R e  l i v e d  t h e r e  a t  least two years. Later 
he l i v e d  i n  a cabin on t h e  Xiddle Fork across from Sheep Creek. 
Several d i f f e r e n t  people have, a t  one t i n e  or another,  occupied caves 
a long  the Xidd le  Fork .  

One Middle Fork "hermit" was Earl K .  P a r r o t t ,  a n a t i v e  of Iowa who 
came t o  the Xiddle Fork from Florida around 1900 w i t h  two hor se s ,  a 
cow, and prospecting equipment. H e  b u i l t  a c a b i n  at the mouth o f  
Nugget Creek, pu t  i n  a garden,  and devoted h i s  time t o  prospecting. 
He madr a boat ,  and f a s h i o n e d  h i s  own c l o t h e s ,  usually Erom deer hide. 
H i s  living e?qenses were covered by a b o u t  $35 ' 00  p e r  yea r ,  t h e  money 
coming from h i s  panning gold. His garden and w i l d  game provided h i s  
food. His h ~ m e  w a s  an a l e d g e ,  and he used Ladders and ropes  t o  get 
down t o  the Middle  Fork. H i s  place was always very clean and neat. 
Around 1 9 4 1  he became ill and a packer brought him out. A t  t h a t  time 
he reported he had not seen a human being f o r  two years. He lived 
b r i e f l y  a t  t h e  Enrmet Reese ranch  on P-Lne Creek and later was cared 
f o r  i n  Salmon u n t i l  his d e a t h  i n  1945. 

Tom Christenson (Hacksaw Tam) and Gus PeebZes were well known to 
Salmon residents because af their l oca t ion .  Hacksaw Tam l i ved  in a 
cabin above Shoup, ac ross  t h e  Salmon River Erom the road ,  reached 
by a cage on a cable across t h e  river. Gus P e e b l e s  lived a t  the 
mouth of the Middle Fork, across the river f rom t h e  road.  

"Cougar Davefv a& "Uncle Dave" were nicknames f o r  Dave L e w i s  on t h e  
Wddle  Fork. Wis home was on Rush Creek, txibueary of Big Creek, on 
the Idaho (now Payette) Forest, b u t  he was w e l l  known i n  the  Salmon 
F o r e s t  also. Be had been a scout f a r  Captain Bernard dur ing  the 
Sheepeater War i n  1879,  and was famous as a cougar hunte r .  



A colnmon story in t h e  la te  1 9 3 0 ' s  and e a r l y  L940's was t h a t  of  
families who had gone i n t o  t h e  back count ry ,  perhaps as o way of 
s u r v i v i n g  the depression. Some af t h e  parents taught t h e i r  ch i ldren  
a t  home, o t h e r s  were situated where t h e i r  children could attend a 
one-room r u r a l  school. When the children reached h i g h  school  age 
t h e y  often boarded w i t h  other families in the t o m  of Salmon. In 
1947,  thi r teen-year-old Bog Safford v i s i t e d  Salmon, 55 miles  from 
his two-acre home on Beaver Creek, tributary o f  Panther Creek,  
where l ~ e  l i v e d  with h i s  parents and two brothers and a s i s t e r .  Re 
had not been to town f o r  eight y e a r s ,  and was so young at t h a t  time 
he could no t  rsmember it. Of his new experiences, the electr ic  
c l i p p e r s  i n  t h e  barber  shop seemed the  most  amazing t o  him. L/ 

One catesory of  "he rmi t "  in the Salnton N a t i o n a l  Forest was composed 
o f  disillusioned war v e t e r a n s ,  and examples of t h i s  type could 
p robab ly  be found a f t e r  every war, b e g i n n h g  w i t h  the war between 
the s t a t e s .  An ou t s t and ing  example of this type was Major Dawney 
who l ived  f o r  a t i m e  around 1954 and 1955 on t he  East Fork of OwL 
Creek.  He was a v e t e r a n  of  World War 11 and had experienced a long 
imprisonment on Corregidor  . 
The phenomenon of the s o c i a l l y  remote hermit o r  isolated family is 
becoming muck less  common, and very few are on the Salmon Forest at 
present, p o s s i b l y  because of c u l t u r a l  changes i n  America and because 
with vastly i nc r ea sed  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use of t h e  Salmon Forest ,  there are 
f e w  r e a l l y  remote areas, and p re sen t  F o r e s t  p o l i c y  discourages  the use 
of unpatented mining claims o r  "squatters r i g h t s f 1  f o r  living purposes. 

l/The Becorder-Herald, Alugust  2 1 ,  2 9 4 7 ,  p. 1. - 





Brief n o t i c e  i s  made here of  some of the graves which are scattered 
throughout the Salmon National Forest. Xost a f  them pre-date the  
time when improved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  made i t  practical t o  t r a n s p o r t  
t h e  dead to a common burying place. 

The Indinnola  Ranger S t a t i o n  has s e v e r a l  graves i n  the  horse  pas ture .  
Retired Ranger Meale Poynor repor ts  t h a t  t:m were unmarked. The 
others are C h a r l i e  Spades, James McConn, Rodney Parks and I J i l l i a m  X. 
Vergis .  

TI-teze are fenced graves  by the  Salmon River near Spring Creek. One 
is Uenry C l a y  :.lerritt, who drowned i n  the Salmon River i n  1884.  
Another is Joe Lockhorn. 1/ 

Johnny Burr is bur ied  by the Salmon River nea r  t h e  mouth of Cove 
Creek. He drowned in the Salmon River, probab ly  before 1900. A/ 

I n  t h e  summer of 1907,  the loca l  newspaper reported the  dea th  o f  a 
sheepherder  and his dog, struck by lightning on t h e  r i dge  berween 
Forney and YeLlowjacket, under Red Rock Peak. The he rde r ,  named 
X. Taggart, was employed by t h e  Wood Livestock Company, b u t  no one 
knew h i s  first name o r  t h e  whereabouts of his family. Xaurice Chr-is- 
tensen ,  Ranger, found him. H e  was buried there and a marker was placed 
t h e r e  by the F o r e s t  Service. A nearby gulch i s  named Sheepherder 
Gulch. 21 
There are graves at t h e  Mormon Ranch on thE! Middle Fork. One is 
Mrs. Lee Wyatt (Mamie). Another i s  Ben Beagle. I! 

Scoety  S tewar t  i s  buried up Pine Creek, near h i s  mine, the Big Lead. - 4 1  

On Beaver Creek i s  the grave of James V i e r ,  a n  o l d  miner. 3-/ 

Near Little S p r i n g  Creek, across the Salmon River from t h e  road, i s  
a cemetery on a h i l l  by  a cabin. Bill B a l l  i s  buried t h e r e ,  as are 
his parents. Heale and Laura Poynor remember attending t h e  funeral o f  
Bill B a l l .  Everyone a t t e n d i n g  t h e  funeral crossed t h e  r i v ~ r  by rfie 
cage and cab l e .  I/ 

l/Billy Taylor .  - 
2/The Lemhi Herald, August 8, 1907, p. 3 .  - 

Lester Gutman.  

4 / ~ e s b  S t ,  Clair. - 



$foyer, f o r  whom Noyer Creek i s  named, was ki.LZed along the  Thunder 
Mountain t r a i l ,  and i s  b u r i e d  on a r i d g e  near Xoyer Creek. I/  - 
Hear Middle  Fork Peak i s  the grave of a M r .  Airmstrong, who d i e d  af 
mountain fever d u r i n g  the  Thunder Mountain boam. L/ 

Graves at the mouth of Xusgrove Creek include Charles 0 .  S c o t t ,  a 
hua te  r s h u t  by a hun t ing companioa , and Neal S tewar t , a miner who 
f e l l  t o  his death. 31 

In t h e  Moasa Creek a r e a  the re  i s  a grave  near the old r a c e t r a c k .  

Up t h e  Leahi V a l l e y  there i s  a grave at the mouth of Grave Gulch 
near Xi11 Creck  neat L e m h i .  In 1935, N r s .  Yearian gave t h e  follow- 
i n g  information a b o u t  i t  to Clin ton  Quesnel who was Lenhi Distrizt 
Ranger. While the Leahi f ndians were on the Lemhi Reservation, some 
Cree I n d i a n s  came from Canada t o  visit them. There was a s ing le  buck, 
and a f a m i l y  of a man, wife and child. Yearians h i red  them t o  g e t  
out fencing material. They camped near X i l l  Creek (near the 1938 
site of  Hill's mill) , t o  get o u t  timber. While there the  c h i l d  d i e d  
and w a s  b u r i e d  t h e r e .  This w a s  about 1902 .  Quesnel r e b u i l t  the c r i b  
fence around the grave in 1938. 41 

3 h s .  O t i s  (VirGnia)  SLavin. - 
Wayne Q ' Connor. 

4/~linton C . Quesacl, l e t t e r  t o  F o r e s t  Superv isa t  , "Graves ~ e c o z d  ," - 
October 2 1 ,  1938. 



A. PLACE NAMES 

The fo_tlowing list of names of  places in Lemhi County o r  the  SaLmon 
Nat ional  Fores t  i s  not a l l  inclusive. Laft out are obvious d e r i v a t i o n s  
such as Boulder Creek, Deep Creek, Coat Lake. The list was compiled 
mostly from a Geographic Gazeteer  of Lemhi County and includes those 
plates which have been named f o r  known p e o p l e  or i n t e r e s t i n g  circrunstances. 

Adams Creek, flaws nor theas t  Erom Gunsight peak,  d i sappears  in sinks 
west of Leadorc. A f t e r  George Adam, early rancher .  

Agency Creek, from west slope of Continental  Divide, t r i b u t a r y  of 
Lernhi % i v e r .  A f t e r  Agency of o l d  Le&i Indian reservation. 

Aggipah mountain, in Bighorn Crags .  Ind ian  name of S a l m n  r i v e r ,  
meaning "salmon." 

Allan mountain, northwest  o E Gibbansvi l le  , a£ ter John F. A l l n n ,  early 
mining ope ra to r .  

AI-Lison Creek, from west slope of Lcmhi range,  westward t o  Salmon River .  
After Jahn F.  A l l i s a n ,  pioneer  packer and horseman. 

Anderson Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Dahlonega Creek a t  Gibboasvi l lc ,  After  
George D. Anderson, pioneer mining man, Also Anderson mountain. 

A r n e t t  Creek,  t r i b u t a r y  of Napias Creek near Leesburg, After surname 
of ear ly  day placer miner. 

Baker Creek, and Baker p o s t  o f f i c e ,  nine miles  southeast o f  Salmon. 
bf t e r  William R.  Baker, early s e t t l e r  here.  

Aaldg Creek, from east s lope  of Lemhi range e a s t w a r d  t o  Lemhi River, 
one mile  n o r t h  of  Tendoy. After George A. Martin, e a r l y  s e t t l e r ,  
whose friends nicknamed him "Baldy . " 

Bates Gulch, from east slope of Lemhi range ,  j o i n s  A l d e r  Creek. After 
William Bates , pioneer. 

Beagle  Creek, tributary of Yellowj acket  Creek. A f t e r  Beagle b ro the r s ,  
A 1  and Bill, early settlers . 

B e l l  Mountain, on southern boundary of Lemhi  County. After  Robert  N, Bell, 
mining engineer  of Boise. 

Birdseye Creek, tributary of S i l v e r  Creek. Af ter  James W. B i r d s e y e ,  
e a r l y  day county surveyor. 

Bob Moore Creek, from east slope of Salmon River muuntains, to Salmon 
River, near Carmen. After Robert Moore, pioneer s e t t l e s  . 



Bohannosl Creek, Erom w e s t  slope of Continental D i v i d e ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  
Lemhi R iver .  A f t a  Isaiah Bohannon, pioneer  se t t ler .  

Brag Creek, from Xi peak n o r t h e a s t w a r d  t o  Rayden Creek. AEtez 
$lark Bray, pioneer settler. 

Briney Creek, t r i b u t a r y  o f  Salmon giver Erom the east, 15 miles s o u t h  
of Salmon, M t r r  W. A .  Briney, early se t t l e r .  

Bruce Canyon, o u t  of Spring mountain, eas tward  to  Little Birch Creek, 
s o u t h  af Lemhi Union g u l c h *  Af t e r  A .  T *  Bruce, p ioneer  mining 
p r o s p e c t o r .  

Burns Gulch,  f rom t h e  e a s t ,  tributary of Salmwn River below WaganE-~ammcrc 
Creek. M r .  Burns f e l l  from t h e  c l i f f  into Salnon Kiver and was 
drowned. 

Camp Creek, a t  Lzesburg  . hf t e r  C h r i s  Camp. 

Carxen Creek and p o s t  o f f i c e .  Af t e r  Benjamin Carman who had a sawmill 
on t h i s  creek. 

Chanberlain Creek,  from west s l o p e  o f  Cont inenta l  Divide,  t r i b u t a r y  of 
Eighteenmile  Creek, Lemhi dra inage .  A f t e r  George Chamberlain, one 
o f  the o r i g i n a l  l o c a t o r s  of t h e  Copper Queen mine.  

China Gulch, e n t e r s  Salmon River  o p p o s i t e  Shoup. Was once placer mined 
b y  Chinamen. 

China Springs, on side of Lake mountain, d r a i n i n g  into Deep Creek. Three 
Chinamen i n  early days were killed h e r e  f o r  t h e i r  gold  d u s t .  

Chips Creek,  from Baldy mountain, t r i b u t a r y  o f  Pol la rd  canyon west o f  
Salmon. After Chips Evans, old t imer  of this d i s t r i c t .  

Coxson Creek, from the north, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon River, b e l o w  Owl Creek. 
A f t e r  surname of an e a r l y  day packer.  

Cooper Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Hayden Creek. A f t e r  J .  8ewt. Cooper, pioneer 
s tockwn. 

Corn Creek, tributary of Salmon River from t h e  n o r t h ,  below Hiddle Fork. 
A f t e r  early settlers there. 

Cramer Creek, t r i b u t a r y  o f  Salmon River from t h e  n o r t h ,  abou t  Eour miles 
west of Middle Fork. After Jack Craner, p i o n e e r  mining p r o s p e c t o r .  

Cronk's Canyon, a box canyon of Salmon River about three miles long,  
extending northward from a point about  one mils n o r t h  of mouth 
of Pahsimeroi River .  Af ter  James Cronk, ear ly  day cattleman. 



Cruikshank Creek,  t r i b u t a r y  aE Canyon Creek from west slope of Continental. 
Divide ,  e a s t  of Leadore. A f t e r  Alexander Cruikshank, a scout f o r  
Gen2ral Howard d u r i n g  the  Nez Perce flight. We se t t l ed  here in X873. 

Daly Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Moose Creek. Af te r  surname of e a r l y  p l ace r  miner. 

Dahlonega Creek, from west s l o p e  of Continental Divide, tributary of 
Horth Fork a t  Gibbonsvtlle. A f t e r  Dahlonega, Georgia .  

Davis Canyon, from n o r t h e a s t ,  t r i b u t a r y  oE Freeman Creek. After 
J. W. Davis,  e a r l y  s e t t l e r .  

D. C. Gulch  and D .  C .  Bar, sou theas t  of L e m b i .  Af tz r  i n i t i a l s  o f  David 
and Criderman, pioneer stockmen. 

Degan Xountain, f o u r  miles south of Lake mountain. Af t e r  Joseph Degan, 
e a r l y  s e t t l e r .  

Donnelly Gulch ,  from t h e  n o r t h ,  t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon River onc m i l e  
west of Xuxth Fork. After James Donnell+y, pioneer  settler. 

Dummy Creek, from the east, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon River  above T w e l v e m i l e  
Creek. Af t e r  two mutes ,  men who were p a r t n e r s  on a ranch there.  

Ebeuezex Creek,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  Salmon River  from the  no r th ,  below O w l  Creek. 
A f t e r  k3enezer  Shell, e a r l y  r e s i d e n t  there. 

Everson Creek, from Lemhi range, t r i b u t a r y  of Lee creek. A f t e r  John 
Everson, pioneer ranchman. 

Ezra Creek, from t h e  west, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon R i v e r ,  between Ringf e 
and Shep Creek,  A f t c r  Ezra Orn, pioneer packer and f r e i g h t e r ,  

F a l l s  Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of P a t t e r s o n  Creek, Pahsimeroi  d ra inage .  After 
Lorenzo F a l l s ,  stockman. 

Fenster Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon ~i&r o p p o s i t e  Carmen Creek. A f t e r  
Jacob F e i n s t e u r ,  early s e t t l e r .  

Ford Creek, t r i b u t a r y  o f  Bear Valley Creek. Af te r  Albert 8.  Ford, early 
day mining prospec  t a r  

Forge Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Camas creek  about sight m i l e s  from Xiddle Fork. 
An o l d  f o r g e  was l e f t  here by early day miners.  

Forney, early pos t  o f f i c e  and stage s t a t i o n  on Panther  Creek a t  mouth 
of Fourth of J u l y  Creek. Af te r  Henry Forney, e a r l y  settler, r e l a t e d  
t o  p r e s e n t  Forney families in Boise.  

Frank Hall Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Cruikshank Creek. After  a'pionecr ranch- 
man, of that creek. 



Freeman Peak, east o f  Carmen, near Continental D i v i d e .  After James 
Freeman, pioneer. 

Gcertsm C r : x k ,  t r i b u t a r y  of Lismhi river from tf~e west. After Lars C .  
Geertson , p ioneer  set t ler  . 

Gibbcnsvi.Lle, on Dahlonega Creek. iif ter Col . John Gibbon, commander of 
U. S ,  t roops  at B a t t i e  of Bfg Bole i n  1877. 

Gflmore, 17 miles sou th  of  Leadare. A f t e r  John T. Gilmer of Gilmer & 
Sa l i sbu ry  S t a g e  Line, 

Gor lay  Creek,  from Baiday mountain, west of Salmon, eastward t o  Salmon 
River .  Af ter  James Gorley, early day f r e i g h t e r  and packer.  

lfannrercan Creek, from t h e  west,  t r i b u t a r y  of Nor th  Fork .  Af t e r  a 
placer miner named Hammerean who worked t h i s  creek i n  t h e  L87Qvs.  

Mawlay Creek, from western slope of Cont inen ta l  Div ide ,  t r ibu ta ry  of 
Eighteenmile Creek, above Leadore. After  E. R. i hwley ,  early stockinan 
in that area. 

Bayden Creek, from Long mountain at Hi peak of Lernlli  range,  north- 
eastward to Leahi  River near Lemhi. After James Bayden, early 
day f r e i g h t e r ,  who, w i t h  o t h e r s  was murdered by Indians on Birch 
Creek in 1877. 

Baynes Creek, from Lel lh i  range east t o  Lemhi River opposi te  ienoey 
Creek. After Noman I. Andrews, early sett ler  on this creek, whose 
nickname Mas "tfaynes" Ancirews.  

Rughes Creek, tributary of Nor th  Fork of Salmon River. itfter Barney 
Hughes, pioneer placer miner on t h i s  creek, and one of the original 
dJscoveress of Alder  Gulch,  Montana. 

l i u l l  Creek, from the v e s t ,  t r i b u t a r y  of lUorth Fork .  N t e r  Joseph Hull, 
early day settler* 

Jack Smi th  Gulch, t r i b u t a r y  of Mill Creek, from the west, southeast 
of Lernhi. After pioneer cattleman. 

Jake's Canyon, four miles n o r t h  of Leadore.  After Jacob Yearian, pioneer  
ranchman. 

Jesse Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon River at Salmon. A£ ter Jesse NcCaleb , 
pioneer se t t ler  on chis creek, who was later k i l l e d  by Indians on 
B i g  Lost River. Ht. McCaleb in t h e  L o s t  River range was named f o r  him. 

Jureano Creek, tributary of Panther Creek, 
Jules Eieneau, old time placer miner in 

below Xapias Creek. AE ter 
this gulch. 



k d l e t z  Creek, Erom southwest, t r i h u e a r y  of Lemhi River  near Baker. 
After Joe U d l e t z ,  e a r l y  se t t ler  near  mouth of 'bdletz Creek.  

From souttwest , t r i b u t a r y  oE Bear V a l l e y  Creek. After W i l l i a m  
Kadl r t  z , once government blacksmith a t  Laahi Agency. 

Kenny Creek, Erom west slope of  Continental Divide ,  below Tmdoy. 
After Dr. George A .  Kenney, pioneer  physician who had a ranch 
at the mouth of this creek, 

K i r t l c y  Creek, E r o m  west slope of Continental  Dlvide , tributary of 
Lemf i i  River near Salmon. Af te r  James L.  Kirtley, p i o n e e r  rancher. 

Lee Creek, Erom east s l o p e  of  Lemhi r a g e ,  t r i b u t a r y  a f  Lernhi River 
northwest of Leadore. After Charles L e e ,  p ioneer  s e t t l e r .  

Leesburg, once a mining town on Nagias Creek. After Robert E. Lee, 
General of c o n f e d z r a t e  armies i n  the C i v i l  War. 

L e m h i  River, Pass, post office and mountain range. After Limhi, a 
character in the Book of Mormon. 

Last T r a i l  Pass ,  between Idaho and Montana, from headwaters  of North 
Fork of the Salmon to headwaters  o f  the Bitterroot River in 
Montana. Mere Lewis and Clark rea l ized t hey  had Xost t h e i r  
intended t r a i l .  

Mount McGuire, east of Middle Fork ,  i n  the Bighorn Crags. After 
Don ?faguire, mining engineer and geologist, 

M c k y  Creek,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  Salmon Rive r  from the north, near Shoup. 
Mter  J .  3 .  HcKay, p r o s p e c t o r  on Salmon River in 1870's. 

McI<im Creek, from Lemhi range westward t o  Salmon River ,  above Poison 
Creek. After David ?fcECim, pioneer ranchman. 

McDevit t ,Ranch, f rom east slope o f  L e m h i  range,  t r i b u t a r y  of Lemhi 
River above Tendoy. After  seal HcDevitt, e a r l y  sett ler .  

Neyers-Cove, on Camas Creek. After B. F. Meyer, ex-congressman of 
Pennsylvania, who operated mines on Arrastra Creek. 

Nsgg Xountain, i n  Lemhi range, overlooking Hayden Creek to t h e  north 
and Xorse Creek to t h e  sauthwest. After Fred  Mogg, p i o n e e r .  

3 o l l i e  Gulch,  six miles northwest of Leadore. After Miss Xollie 
Yearian, pioneer, who later married James A. Clarke.  

Morgan Creek, from west slope of Lemhi range, t o  Pat terson Creek near 
Nay. After John Xorgan, pioneer  horsegrower uf t h i s  area. 



Xorracrn Ranch, on  1SXiddI.e Pork, n o r t h  a£ Cmms Creek. After Xormons who 
l oca t ed  t h e r e  dur ing  Thunder Mountain boom days. 

Norse Creek, flows sauthwestward Erom Xogg 3uuntain i n  Lemhi range, t o  
Patterson Creek. After early day stockman of t h a t  name. 

!foyer Creek, from Taylor Xountain t o  Panther Creek.  A.£ter Cearge Mayer 
who was k i l l e d  there. 

Xulkey  Creek, from Lemhi  r ange ,  t r i b u t a r y  of Lamhi R i v e r ,  s i x  miles  
above Salmon. After E l i j a h  Xulkey, one a £  t h e  Leesbusg discovery 
pa r ty ,  who settled on Xulkey Creek. 

?hsgrove  Creek, from Bighorn Crags southeastward t o  Panther Creek. 
Af ter Xajor Plusgrove, e a r l y  day mining cha rac t e r  . 

Napoleon Gulch, from Hapoleon H i l l ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  Salmon River ndar 
North F o r k ,  After  Napoleon LoVarre, ear ly  s e t t l e r .  

Xapias Creek, from west slope of Salrnan River mountains , southwestward 
t o  Panther Creek, After Indian name f o r  "money" because go ld  was 
found there. 

Panther  Creek, a large creek  from the south ,  draining t o  the Salmon 
r i v e r  e i g h t  miles below Shoup. That p a r t  below Musgrove Creek 
was called Btg Creek i n  t h e  early days. 

Pattee Creek, from west slope o f  Continental Divide,  tributary af Lemhi 
River below Tendoy. After Joseph L. P a t t e e ,  early rancher*  

Patterson Creek, Erom Lemhi range southwestward and westward to Pahsimeroi 
river. Name misspelled from Ross P a t t i s o n ,  who ranched here i n  
e a r l y  days,  and discovered the  tungsten mines on t h a t  c reek .  

Payne Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Bear Val ley Creek near  Hayden Creek. After 
an early day mining prospec tor  of that name, 

Per reau  Creek, from Baldy mountain eastward t o  Salmon River  south of 
Salmon. After John Per reau ,  pioneer  settler. 

Petersan Creek, Erom west slope of Cont inenta l  Divide, tributary of 
Lemhi River above Lemhi. Af te r  W i l l i a m  Peterson, e a r l y  s e t t l e r .  

Phelan Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Napias Creek below Leesburg .  After Larry 
Phelan who r a n  a horseherd and dairy cows there  during Leesburg 
boon, 

Pierce Crrck,  tributary of North Pork n o r t h  of GibbansviLle. A f t e r  a 
pioneer miner. 



P a f l a r d  Canyon, t r i b u t a r y  of Jessr Creek west o f  Salmon. After Frank 
3. Poll ard, pioneer r a n c h e r .  

Pra t t  Creek, tributary of L e m h i  River above Baker. Af te r  Jerome P ra t t ,  
early s e t t l e r  an this stream. 

Pruvan Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of a f o r k  of Sheep Creek (Xorth Fork drainage). 
Mter John Pruvan, G e B s R *  veteran who had a cabin on t h i s  creek, 

Puddin Xuuntain ,  i n  Bighorn Crags, f ive miles east of Xiddle Fork. 
After "Puddin River" Wilson, e a r l y  day saloon keeper a t  
Yellowjacket mining camp. 

Ramsey l iountnin,  n o r t h e a s t  of  Lemhi. Af te r  an e a r l y  day storekeeper 
a t  Lemhi. 

Rapps Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Arnett Creek near  Leesburg. Af te r  Joseph 
Rapp, one of the Leesburg discovery party. 

Rees Creek from w e s t  s lope  of Continental Divide ,  t r i b u t a r y  of  Lemhi 
River above Lemhi. After Robert G s  Rees, pioneer  settler. 

Ringle Creek, from west, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon River  above Iron Creek. 
U t e r  W i l l i a m  Ringle, e a r l y  s e t t l e r  on t h i s  c reek .  

SaLzer Creek,  t r i b u t a r y  of Hughes Creek. After  earfy day p l a c e r  
miner on this c reek ,  

Schwartz Creek, from east slope of Lemhi range, t r i b u t a r y  of Lemhi 
River southeast of Lemhi. After H, S c h m r t z ,  e a r l y  rancher .  

S l u r k e y  Creek a) t r i b u t a r y  of Agency Creek in Lemhi Valley 
b) tributary of Napias Creek a t  Leesburg 

bath named for F, B ,  Shzrrkey of the Leesburg discovery p a r t y .  

Shell Creek, from south, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon River three  miles e a s t  of 
Middle Fork,  A f t e r  Ebenezer S n e U  or Shel l ,  o l d  t i m e  se t t le r .  

Shoup, mining town on narth bank of Salmon River  below North Fork. 
After Col. George L. Shoup, pianeer s e t t l e r ,  and f i r s t  s t a t e  
gavernor a f  Idaho, 

Smfthey Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Dahlonega Creek near Gibbonsv i l l e .  Af te r  
Dennis Smi th ,  early prospector ,  

Smaut Creek, from northeast, r r f b u t a r y  of Freeman Creek. Af t e r  
W. T. Smout who once settled there,  

S t e i n  Mountain, seven m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  North Fork. Af te r  Henry 
Stein, ear ly  p rospec to r .  



Stroud Creek, Erum L a n h i  range, branch of  Lee Creek, t r ibu ta ry  of 
Lernhi River below Leadore.  

Swan Peak, in Salmon R i v e r  mountains, f i v e  miles west a f  Lakc mountain* 
A f  ter t.1i ll Lam Swan.  

Taylor  Mountain, in Salnran River mountains, overlooking Big Hat Creek, 
east, and P a t h e r  Creek, w e s t .  After Bob Taylor ,  early day 
horsegrower on B i g  Bat Creek. 

Tendoy, p w r  o f f i c e  i n  Lernhi Va l ley .  After Chief Tcnday of rhe Lemhi  
fndirms, who i s  bu r i ed  near t h e r e .  

Thompson Gulch, three m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Leadors .  Xf ter E l m e r  E. 
Thompson, e a r l y  s s t t le r .  

Tobias Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Mayden Creek. After Solon S. Tobias ,  
pioneer  r a n c h a n .  

Tormay Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Perreau Creek near Salmon, After John 
Tormey, l o c a t o r  of Tormey mine. 

Tre loar  Gulch,  t r i b u t a r y  of Panther  Creek near Cobalt. After an early 
r e s iden t  and pastaaster of Forney. 

Turner  Gu lch ,  t r i b u t a r y  of Jesse Creek, After Captain N. t. Turner,  
c i v i l  w a r  v e t e r a n  who mined i n  t h i s  gulch, 

Votler Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of North Fork below Gibbonsville. After Gus 
Vo t l e r  , early r e s i d e n t .  

Waddington Creek, from t h e  east, t r i b u t a r y  of Salmon River oppos i te  
Rattlesnake Creek, After Watts Waddington who owned a ranch t h e r e .  

Wade Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of  Hayden Creek. Af t e r  Daniel and Benry Wade, 
early ranchmen. 

Wagonhammer Creek, from w e s t  s lope  of Continental Divide ,  t r i b u t a r y  s f  
Salmon River two miles above North Fork. After discovery of 
wagon r e m a n t s  prexmably left by prospectors i n  1862 who t r i e d  
t o  d r i v e  wagons by t h i s  route t o  the Florence gold fields. 

Wallace Creek a )  tributary o f  O w l  Creek. Af t e r  Wallace S t .  Clair who 
mined t h i s  stream. 

b )  t r i b u t a r y  o f  Salmon River  from the west, near Carmen. 
AE ter William Wallace, e a r l y  set t ler  , 

White Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Agency Creek, hf rer Barry White,  e a r l y  set tlew . 
W i l l i a m s  Creek, Williams Lake, south of Salmon. hf t e r  Henry Willims , 

pioneer r a n c h a n .  



Wilson Creek, t r i b u t a r y  o f  Xiddle Fork ,  from t h e  east .  (Also Wilson 
Bountain) .  After "Puddin ~ i v e r "  Wilson,  e a r l y  saloan keeper at 
Ye1 lowj acke t mining camp. 

Wimpy Creek, f ~ o m  west s lope  o f  C o n t i n e n t a l  Divide, t r i b u t a r y  o f  
Lemhi River n e a r  Baker. After W i l l i a m  Wimpy, e a r l y  settler. 

Wire Gulch, t r i b u t a r y  o f  P a n t h e r  Creek, t h r z e  rnilcs from Salmon River ,  
After James Vier, p i o n e e r  p r o s p e c t o r ,  who is bur ied  there. 

Wlthington Creek, f rom southeast, t r i b u t a r y  of L e m h i  River  near Baker. 
A f t e r  Lester P ,  Wi th ing ton ,  p ioneer  settler. 

Wright Creek,  t r i b u t a r y  of Bear V a l l e y  Creek. A f t e r  Dr. F.  S .  Wright, 
one time o f f i c i a l  p h y s i c i a n  a t  Lenhi  Agency. 

Yearian Creek, from west s l o p e  of C o n t i n e n t a l  D i v i d e ,  t r i b u t a r y  of 
Lemhi River above Lemhi. A f t e r  George Yearian, pioneer s e t t l e r ,  

Yellowjacket Creek, from Bighorn Crags t o  Camas C r e e k ,  f o u r  miles east  
of Middle Fork.  When t h e  f i r s t  p r o p s e c t o r s  were f inding  gold h e r e ,  
t h e i r  pack h o r s e s  s t i r r e d  up a n e s t  of yellowjackets. 

X v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  i s  r e l a t e d  concerning t h e  origin of t h e  name 
of Horse Creek. T h i s  s t o r y  illustrates the  i n t e r e s t i n g  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  
concerning many place names in the Salmon F o r e s t .  I n  gold ru sh  days, 
p r i o r  to about 1890, the Horse Creek d r a i n a g e  w a s  known as Big Sheep 
Creek. A man named Reynolds who had a l i t t l e  s t o r e  a t  Shoup, and a 
trapper named Allen, went to Big Sheep Creek t o  trap. They packed 
t h e i r  s u p p l i e s  and t r a p s  t o  the b i g  meadow a t  t h e  main forks of the 
creek, b u i l t  a  cab in  and prepared  t o  spend the w i n t e r  t r a p p i n g ,  
p r i m a r i l y  for mar t in .  They turned their h o r s e s ,  q u i t e  a h e r d ,  o u t  
on the s o u t h  slopes of Big Sheep Creek. Along i n  e a r l y  spring they 
g o t  the  "cabin f e v e r t t  and dec ided  t o  go o u t  t o  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  On t h e i r  
way t o  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  Valley, on snowshoes, t h e y  stopped f o r  lunch by 
a campfire and Reynolds went t o  sleep. A l l e n  saw h i s  chance t o  own 
a l l  t h e  f u r s  , and as was q u i t e  common i n  t h e  West, terminated the  
partnership by shooting Reynolds while he slept. Allen took the p e l t s  
and o t h e r  valuables b u t  was caught and hanged before he g o t  o u t  of  
the coun t ry .  This left the horses on Big Sheep Creek wi thou t  any 
owners. They wintered on t h e  open hillsides f o r  s e v e r a l  w i n t e r s  be fo re  
they were caught by l o c a l  people or were winterkilled. 

Because of  t h e  h o r s e s  the l o c a l  people  began t a  call the creek Morse 
Creek and l a t e r  named a l l  t h e  f o r k s  of t h e  creek same name a s s o c i a t e d  
with a horse. One exception was Reynolds Creek,  a Large branch of 
Horse Creek, on which. Reynolds and Allen built the cabin in the winter 
of 1891. L! 



The e a r l y  prospec tor  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a p i c k ,  shovel  and a gold pan. lie 
partially f i l l e d  t h e  pan w i t h  e a r t h ,  added water and shook the pan w i t h  
a circular motion that sepa ra t ed  t h e  heavier  gold  from t h e  d i r t .  As 
h e  poured of f  the  w a t e r  and d i r t ,  the gold remained fn t he  bottom of 
t h e  pan. A prospec tor  would pan h i s  way along a likely stream and i f  
he found good "pay  d i r t "  he then r e s o r t e d  t o  methods which would speed  
up the volume af  p roduc t ion .  

a) Rocker: This is shaped like a b a b y ' s  c r a d l e ,  w i t h  t h e  foo t  board 
removed and the bottom made of a p i ece  o f  shee t  i r o n  € d l  of ho les .  
Dirt i s  thrown on this sheet and water poured i n  and t h e  whole thing 
rocked t o  wash t h e  d i r t  through the  ho l e s ,  where t h e  g o l d  would be 
caught  on cleats f a s t e n e d  t o  the bottom of the rocker. 

b)  S l u i c e  box o r  Long Tom: A long t rough,  t en  o r  twelve feet Long 
and about  a f o o t  square a t  t h e  ends, Sometimes sluice boxes were 
placed end t o  end i n  s t r i n g s .  Ear th  is dumped i n t o  the troughs and a 
c u r r e n t  of water from a d i t c h  is run  i n t o  them, The heavy go ld  p a r t i c l e s  
sink t o  t h e  bottom where they are collected behind wooden c l e a t s  o r  
r i f f l e s .  

C) Giant o r  hyd rau l i c  mining: Instead of moving t h e  earth t o  the 
sluice box wi th  p i c k  and shovel ,  water i s  d i r e c t e d  through high pressure 
nozz l e s  on to  a h i l l s i d e  of gold-bearing e a r t h ,  washing the e a r t h  i n t o  
t h e  s l u i c e  boxes, where  the r i f f l e s  t r a p  t h e  gold as  the  e a r t h  and 
gravel  wash through. 

d )  Dredge: a power dr iven  chain of buckets on a barge revolve t o  
bring up placer material f rom t h e  stream bed. On the  barge t he  gold 
is separated from the o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  and the waste re turned  t o  the 
s t ream. A variation i s  a s team shovel  on a barge to scoop up the d i r t  
and gravel, One of the e a r l i e s t  dredges i n  the  Salmon National Forest 
w a s  on Moose Creek. Other dredges were operated on KFrtley Creek, 
Bohmnon Creek, Napias C r ~ e k ,  and the Hark Fork  d r a i n a g e  i n  t he  
Gibbonsvi  lle area. 

When there was not enough water  i n  a creek f o r  dredging, sometimes 
water was d i v e r t e d  i n t o  it near its head from a nea rby  creek. Three 
examples o f  this in the Salmon Fores t  v i c i n i t y  a r e :  d ive r s ion  of a  fo rk  
o f  Carmen Creek t o  K i r t l s y  Creek, Wimpy Creek t o  Bohannon Creek and 
Moose Creek t o  Dump Creek. Besides t he  tailings left from t h e  
dredging, there was another  adverse effect from the d ive r s ion  of Moose Creek 
to Dump Creek when a s m a l l  dam washed out about 1897 and and the  d ive r s ion  
became permanent, sending a l l  of Moose Creek down Dump Creek f o r  the past 
70 years. While t h e  bed of Dump Greek a p p e a r s  t o  be g r a n i t i c  formations 
of the Idaho batholith, t h e  upper part of t he  Dump Creek gully appears 



to b e  uns t ab l e  t u f f s  and a s h  similar t~ Challis Volcanies 
formation and t h e  resulting e r o s i o n  has built an a l l u v i a l  fan i n  
t he  Salmon River a t  t h e  mouth o f  Dump Creek. This has  forced t h e  
Salmn River several hundred f e e t  n o r t h ,  which has c rea t ed  a body o f  
dead water  upstream. The i c e  farming at dead wate r  i n  co ld  weather 
spreads  upstream many miles and causes danger of f laoding ranches and 
the highway. 1/ Effects of t h i s  e r o s i o n  continue t o  be f e l t  down- 
strean, and a> discussed f u r t h e r  i n  t he  section on watershed man- 
agemen t . 
Following discovery sf placers, gold was often found in rocks and 
l edges  buried deep under the surface, and was removed by quartz mining 
o r  "hard rock"  mining. Treatment of t h e  ore  required great investment 
and heavy machinery, Various hard-rock mining methods were used in 
Lemhi County. 

e )  A r r a s t r a :  This  p r i m i t i v e  mill w a s  used all over the Salmon 
Nat iona l  F o r e s t ,  a t  Pine Creak, Shoup, GibbonsviXle,  Indian Creek, 
Arrastra Creek and o t h e r s .  Four cross-arms at tached to a c e n t r a l  
s p i n d l e  have weights which a r e  dragged around the  bottom of a c y l i n d r i c a l  
tub, L a t e r  the o r e  Is washed and panned. A r r a s t r a s  sometimes used 
water power, o r  horsepower t o  d rag  t h e  weigh ts  around. They saved more 
gold with the a r r a s t r a  than wi th  any o t h e r  method because there was 
no discharge t h r ~ u g k  them as they were run .  Tt was a slow process, and 
was used only if the ore was rich, 

f) Stamp H i l l :  The stamp is an ore-crushing hammer, The e a r l y  
day stamps were on ly  800 pounds, b u t  l a t e r  were as heavy a s  1250 
pounds f o r  each stamp, There were five stamps i n  a battery. The ore  
was _in a heavy cast i r o n  o r  steel mortar. Each stamp had a cam which 
raised the stamp and let it drop, working the o r e  fine enough t o  wash 
through a screen, The gold was then separated from the  d i r t ,  u s u a l l y  
m d g a m a t e d  by a mercury p roces s  and c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  br icks .  - 2 1  

g) Ball Mill: This was used later than the stamp m i l l .  I r on  
balls were put into a large  cy l i nde r  w i t h  t h e  ore and the cylinder 
rolled until the balls had ground the o r e .  There was a balL mill used 
at Shoup, another on Carmen Creek. 11 

I/ A. R. Bevan, Reconnaissance Report ,  Dump Creek Erosion Problem, - 
Salmon National F o r e s t ,  1964, United States Department of Agriculture, 
Forest  Seryiice , RegLon Four. 

2/B911y Taylor. - 



The following charts give the personnel o f  the Salmon National Forest 
as listed in the records from the Ogden office o f  Intermountain 
Region 4 .  Names starred (*) appear in the Salmon Xational Fores t  
h i s t o r i c a l  f i l e  b u t  no t  in t he  Ogden Eile. For t h e  years 1918 and 
1919, Dana Parkinson appears in the Salmon f i l e  as Superv i sor ,  w h i l e  
t h e  Ogden Eile l i s ts  S. C .  Scrfbner as Supervisor. The Salmon Eile 
L i s t s  S. S. Steward as Deputy Supervisor  in 1918, and S .  C .  Scr ibner  
as Deputy Sugewiso r  in 19l.9. 

Local o f f i c e  listings may be  by  a c t u a l  dates whi le  those from t he  
Ogden o f f i c e  are p a s s i b t y  hy  f i s ca l  years. 
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D, EARLY DAY ROADS - SAL2YBN N .F . 
Wagon Roads Year Constructed 

Lemhi Pass - Tendog - Salmon 
Salmon - Leesburg - Forney - Yellowjacket 
Big Hole Pass - Cibbonsville - North Pork 
E l l i s  - Salmon - North Fork 
Indian Creek - Ulysses 

Yo t o r i z e d  Vehicle Roads 

Lower Salmon River Area 

North Fork - Shaup 
Shoup - Mouth Kitchen Creek 
Kitchen Creek - Corn Creek 
Horse Cr. Pass - St. Clair Mine 
Long Tom Ridge & Oreana Spur 
Blue Nose - Beartrap - Sheepeater 
Spring Creek Hotorway 
Squaw Cr. - Papoose Creek 
Indian Creek - Ulysses Mine 
Sage Creek 
Pine  Creek 

North Pork Area 

North Fork - Lost T r a i l  Pass 
Hull Creek 

So. Fork - W. Fork 
Hughes Cr. - Allen Creek 

Ditch Creek 
Lost Tra i l  Pass - Anderson Xountain 
Gibbonsvil le  - Big Hole Pass 
Lick Creek 
Sheep Creek - Stein Gulch 
Wagonhammer Creek 
4th July & L i t t l e  4 t h  o f  J u l y  Creeks 

4th July - Skewag take 
Carmen Creek 

Freeman Cr. - Orogrande Mine 

Panther Creek - Yellowjacket Area 

Panther  Creek Road: Morgan C r .  Pass - Naplas C r .  
Mo. Napias Creek - Leesbusg 
No. Napias Creek - Salmon River 

Before 1919 
CCC 19 34 

1958 
Before L930 
CCC 1936 
CCC 1938 

1932 
CCC 1938 
Before 1930 
Befare 1930 
CCC 1937 

Before 
Before 
CCC 
Before 
Before 
CCC 

Be£ o r e  
Before 
Before 
Before 
CCC 
Before 
Before 

1925 
1925 

CCC 1934 



Napias Creek 
Phelan Creek - B i g  Jureanu 
Jureano L.O. 
Arne t t: Creek 
Mocassin C r .  - Will iams Cr. Summit 

Musgrove Cr. - French Gulch 
Porpherg Creek - Yel lowjacke t  Station 

Porphery C r  , Rd. - Woodoo Weadows 
Porphery C r .  Rd. - Dutch Peak 

4 t h  July Creek - Yellowjacket Mine 
Silver Creek - Meyers Cove 

S i l v e r  Creek - R a b b i t f s o t  Xine 

Upper  Sa lmon  Area 

E l l i s  - Salmon - North Fork  
Salmon - Leesbrlrg 
Carmen - Hd. Dump Creek 
Leesburg - Hd. Dump Creek 
Po l l a rd  Canyon 
Spring Creek - Fsrne y Mine 
Williams Creek Rd. 

Williisms C r .  S u m i t  - Napolean Hill 
Williams Cr. Summit - Iron Lake 

I ron Creek - Peel Tree Creek 
L o w e r  Twelvemile 
S p r i n g  Creek - Hulkey C r .  Loop 

Lemhi Area 

Salmon - Tsndoy - Lemhi Pass 
Tendoy - Gilmure  Summit 
Withirigton C r .  - Harmony Mine 
Hayden Creek - Ford Creek 
MilL Creek 
Everson Creek - E v e r s o n  Lake 
Big Eightmile - P a t t e r s o n  
M, Fk,  Timber Creek - Reservoi r  
Big Tlmber Creek 
Nezperce Creek 
Deer Creek 
Meadow Lake Creek - Meadow Lake 
Hawley Creek - Big Sear Creek 
b i l r u a d  Canyon - Divfde 

Cruikshank Cr. - Frank Hall Cr. 
Divide - Sakes Canyon 

Before 
CCC 
Before 
CCC 

CCC 
CCC 

B e f o r e  
Before 

Before 
Before 
B e f o r e  
Before 
Before 
Before 
CCC 
CCC 
CCC 
Before 
Before 
Before 

Before 
Before 
Before 
Be£ ore 
Before 
Before 
Before 
Before 
Before 
Before 
Before 
Be£ o r e  
Before 
Before 
Before 
Before 
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F. GRAZING STATISTICS 

Salmon Yat ional  Forest - 1907 - 1972 

Forest: 
and Pear 

Salmon 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
19 11 
I9 1 2  
19  13 
19 14 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923  
1924 
1 9  25 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933  
1934 
1 9  35 
1936 
1937 
1938* 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

Permit ted 3mber s 
C&H S&G 

No. Actually Grazed No. Permits 
CSH SdC 

*Part of L e m h i  transferred to Salmon, 



Fores t  
and Year 

Permit ted Numbers 
C&H SSrG 

No. A c t u a l l y  Crazed 
CStA S6C 

L3,097 
12 ,746  
f 2,606  
12 ,603  
L2,'L56 
9,800 
9,755 
9,915 

10,255 
10,278 
LO, 640 
10,522 
10,746 
10 ,442  
10,124 
10,759 
10,034 
13,652 
10,673 
10,694 
lO,63l 
10,781 
10,782 
10,673 
10,493 

9,957 
9,660 
8,872 
8,798 

Number Permits 
C&H S6C 

1 
) 
1 
1 
S 
1 
) ilro 
) f i .gurt;s 
) avai lable  

1 

1 
) 
1 
) 
123 7 
123 7 
122 7 
122 7 
117 7 
117 7 
117 7 
109 10 
209 10 
109 10 

98 8 
98 6 
82 5 



Year - 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1925 
1929 
1930 
19 31, 
1932 
1 9  33 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938-k 
1939 
1940 
1941 
2942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
194 7 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
195 4 
19.55 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
I968 
1969 
L97Q 
1971 
1972 

Permitted 
Animal-Months 

A e t ~ t n l  Use 

*Added Xezficine Lodge District - Old Lcmhi 

13 5 



Date of 
Campground, Family Type Constr . 
Big Eightmile 1961 
Cache Bar 1965 
C a m  Creek 1964 
Cougar Po in t  ( o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  by CCC) 
Crags 1961 
Deadwater Spring 1959 
Deep Creek (originally b u i l  t by CCC) 1938 
Ebenezer Bar 1957 
Mayden Creek 1958 
Barse Creek Hot Spr ing  1965 
I r o n  Lake 1959 
Long Tom (CCC construction) 1937 
L o s t  S p r i n g  1963 
Xeadow Lake 1 9 6 1  
Middle Fork 1965 
Xiddle  Fork Peak 1961 
Twin Creeks (originally b u i l t  by CCC) 1935 
Wallace Lake 1963 
Williams Lake 1962 
Yellowjacket Lake 

Picnic  S i t e s  

Lost  Trail Pass 
Wagonhammer Spr ing  
Twin Creek 

Boat Ramp S i t e s  

Corn Creek 
X"fidle Fork 
Deadwater 
W i l l  iarns Lake 

Observation S i t e s  

L e w i s  and Clark  T ra i l  - Deep Creek 196 7 
Trapper Gulch 1969 

Reconstr . Famlly Unit 
Dare 5 per Unit 

People Capacity 

25 240 Canpkng 
15 No Camping 



DEVELOPED RECREATION SITES - SALE3ON N .I? . (continued) 

Backcotsn t r v  Cam Sites 

Minimum F a c i l i t y  S i t e s  Date o f  
Pri.mitive Area Constructfan People Capacity 

Airplane Lake 
Big Clear Lake 
B i r d b i l l  Lake 
kar t  Lake 
Terrace Lake 
Welcome Lake 

Year 

Rsrcxea t ion Use. Salmon N . F . 

Visitor Days 24 Hr. Base V i s i t o r  days  1 2  Hr. Base 

Star ted  be t te r  r epor t ing  procedures. 

V i s i t o r  Information Services 

Seasan Visits 



BOATING STATISTICS - SALMON 24 .  F . 
HZDDLE FORK o f  t h e  Salmon R f  ver 

WIN SLYQN RIVER 

Yeas 

Float Boats 

People in Power Boats 



Name o r  
approximate l o c a t i o n  

B. L M G E  PROJECT FIRES - Salmon National  F o r e s t  1919 - 1972 

Long Tom 
Hiugtzes Cr.-Twin Cs. 
l%ase Creek 
Bridge Cr .-Trail Cr . 
Turner Gulch 
Xayer Creek 
Headow L a k e  

E. Fork Owl Creek 
Owl Creek 

Witson Creek 
Cave Creek 
Soda Creek 
Big Bear Creek 
Sheep Creek 

NezPerce Creek 
Lake Fork 
Bear Creek p o i n t  
Lake Creek 
Sal Mountain 
Garden C r .  r i d g e  
Bancock Rapids 
Hat Creek 

Corn Creek 
Brushy Gulch 
Sage Creek r i d g e  

f f i d l e t z  Creek 
T r a i l  Creek 
Shell Creek 
O w l  Creek 
Cramer Creek 
Coat Creek 

Year 

1929 
1919 
1919 
1919 
1919 
1919 
1919 

1920 
1920 

1929 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1929 

1931 
1934 
1940 
1945 
194 7 
1947 
1948 
1959 

1961 
1961 
1961 

1963 
1967 
1969 
1971 
1971 
1972 

Cause 

Lightning 
Xiseellaneous 
Lightning 
Brush burning 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

L i g h t n i n g  
L i g h t n i n g  

Lightning 
Ligh tn ing  
Ligh tn ing  
Lightning 
Miscellaneous 

Lightning 
Lightning 
Ligh tn ing  
Lightning 
Lightning 
Lightning 
Lightning 
Lightning 

Nan caused 
Lightning 
Lightning 

Man caused 
Man caused 
Lightning 
Man caused 
Man caused 
Zigbtnins 

Summary 

1 
1 
1 
) 7 fires - 
) 15,474 acres 
1 
1 

1 
) 5 f i res  - 
) 22,510 acres 
) (all on Middle 
) Fork drainage) 

1 
) 3 f i x e s  - 
) 21,535 acres 



Changes i n  Yanagement Through LeqisLa t ion  

a. The Idaho Primitive Area was set aside adrninstra t ively by 
R. Y. S t u a r t ,  Chief o f  t h e  Furrest S e r v i c e ,  on April 7 ,  1931. I t  was 
designatad for recreation, to be maintained in an undeveloped con- 
d i t i o n ,  closed to the construction of p u b l i c  roads o r  special use  
penni t ;  for the eonstruc t i o n  of permanent impr~vements . The Tdahu 
Pr imi t ive  Area i n c l u d e s  approximately  1,225,000 acres i n  part o f  t he  
Payerte, Boise, C h a l l i s  and Salmon National Forests, composed mainly 
of M i d d l e  Fork  drainage p l u s  drainages of streams entering the Salmon 
River from the s o u t h  below the ? f i d d l e  F o r k ,  t o  Xackay Bar, 

b . The S u r f a c e  R i g h t  Determination Xc t of 1955 (Multiple Use 
of  S u r f a c e  o f  Public Lands - Mater ia l s  Disposal Act -of J u l y  2 3 ,  1955) 
provided that, except as needed f o r  d2velopment of the mine,  the 
vegetative surface resources of public lands were left to be managed 
by t h e  f e d e r a l  agency under whose jurisdiction the mine was located, 

The inc reased  use o f  the  land f o r  recreation, and changing 
concepts o f  land use i n d i c a t e  the need f o r  updat ing the mining laws 
which have n o t  changed m a t e r i a l l y  since 1 8 7 2  when resources  were con- 
s ide red  inexhaus t ib l e  and mineral wealth was considered of first 
Importance, 

c, The Multiple Use - Sustained Yie ld  Act QE 1960 enacted into 
l a w  the  basic purposes  which had guided t h e  Forest Service from the 
t i m e  of i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ;  namely, t h a t  the S a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s  are 
established and shall be administered for outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n ,  range, 
t i m b e r ,  watershed,  and w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  purposes. '"Multiple use" i n  
t h e  Act means: The management of a l l  the v a r i o u s  renewable surface 
resources of the national forests s o  that they are u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  com- 
b i n a t i o n  that w i l l  best meet the needs  of t he  h e r i c a n  people; making 
the most j u d i c i o u s  use of the land f o r  some o r  all Q E  t h e s e  resources 
or related services over areas large enough to provide sufficient 
l a t i t u d e  for p e r i o d i c  adjustments  i n  use  t o  conform t o  changing needs 
and conditions; that some land w i l l  be used f o r  l e s s  than all af 
the resources ;  and harmonious and caord ina ted  management of the  various 
resources, each with the o t h e r ,  without impairment of the produc t iv i t y  
of t h e  land, w i t h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  being given t o  t h e  relative v a l u e s  of 
t he  var ious resources, and no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  the combination of uses that 
will give t h e  greatest d o l l a r  r e t u r n  o r  the greatest u n i t  ou tpu t .  
"Sustained yield of t h e  several products and services" means the 
achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high-level annual or 
regular periodic output of the v a r i o u s  renewable r e sou rce s  of the  
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r e t a i n  surf ace r i g h t s .  A£ tcr 1983 ,  minerals in designated l a n d s  are 
w i t h d r a w  Prom all farms of app rop r i a t i on .  

When the Wilderness Act was passed i n  1964 ,  t h e m  were 
a l r eady  four teen  Wilderness Areas e s t a b l i s h e d  in var ious  Nat ional  
Forests. On t he  S a l m n  F o r e s t  there are no Wilderness Areas yet 

' d e s i g n a t e d ,  b u t  the Idaho P r i m i t i v e  Area i s  being considered as t o  
s u i t a b i l i t y  for wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

e .  Land and iJater Conservation Fund Act of 1965 au thor ized  
t h e  c h a r g i n g  o f  fees on Fede ra l  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s .  Golden Eagle 
P a s s p o r t s ,  f u r  sale f o r  $7.00 annua l l y ,  admitted the purchaser, 
Eanily o r  carload t o  all Federal r e c r e a t i o n  areas a t  which entrance or  
admission fees were charged,  superv ised  by the S a t i a n a l  Park S e r v i c e ,  
Bureau of  Land Hanagemsnt, Bureau of Reclamation, Fo re s t  S e r v i c e ,  
U,S. Axmy Corps of  Engineers ,  Bureau of Sport  Fisheries and W i l d l i f e ,  
and Tennessee Val ley Authority. Noneys received are used t o  provide 
f u r t h e r  outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas and f a c i l i t i e s ,  to meet growing 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  demands, Fees are charged o n l y  a t  areas which have 
recreational f a c i l i t i e s  o r  s e r v i c e s  p rov ided  a t  Federa l  expense. 

On the Salmon Xational Forest campgrounds a t  t he  Crags,  
Lost Spr ings ,  Ebenezer Bar, Wallace Lake, I r o n  Lake,  Twin Creeks,  
Eleadow Lake, Cougar Point, Deadwater Spr ings ,  Corn Creek Bar, Cache 
Creek Bar and Yellowjackct Lake were adminis te red  under the Golden 
Eagle Pennit  System. 

This law exp i r ed  i n  the  sp r ing  of  1970. The F o r e s t  Serv ice  
issued its o m  use pe rmi t s  a t  $7.00 p e r  u n i t  f o r  a season,  usab le  i n  
any National  F o r e s t .  Congress approved an  extension of t he  Golden 
Eagle program In 3970. In 1971 the Golden Eagle Passports were 
again available wi th  an i n c r e a s e d  f e e  t o  $10.00. 

f , National Wild and Scenic  Rivers  Act of October 2 ,  1968 ,  
des igna ted  p o r t i o n s  of eight r i v e r s  as t h e  f i r s t  components of the 
Nat iona l  Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 1. Feather  ( ~ a L i f o r n i a ) ,  
2 .  Rogue (Oregon), 3. Clearwater River, Middle Fork (Idaho), 
4. Salmon, Middle Pork ( Idaho) ,  5 .  Rio Grande ( ~ e w  Xexico) , 
6 .  S t .  Croix (Minnesota and Wisconsin),  7.  Wolf (Wisconsin), 
8,  Eleven Pa in t (Missouri) . The main Savlmon River f s among o t h e m  
being considered for future inclusion. 

The ?f iddle  Fork of the Salmon River and adjacent lands are 
c lassi f ied a s  a "Wild ~ i v e r "  area, except  f o r  t he  Dagger P a l l s  road- 
head a r e a ,  which i s  classified as a "scenic R ive r ' ba r ea .  This s h o r t  
s c e n i c  River s e c t i o n  ex tends  from Dagger Creek t o  about one-half mile 

l/Public Law 88-577, 88th Congress, S.4,  September 3, 1964 .  - 
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below Dagger F a l l s  and i s  thus c l a s s i f i e d  because i t  i s  accessible by 
road, while t h c  remainder o f  t h e  X i d d l e  Fork c ~ n f ~ r m s  t o  the d e f i n i t i o n  
f o r  Wild River: f r e e  o f  impoundment and generally inaccessible 
except by trail, with watersheds o r  sho re l ines  essentially pr imi t ive .  

Approximately 32,000 acres are within t he  boundary of t h e  
XiddSt; Fork of Salmon R i v e r  Wild River  a r e a ,  The Middle Fork E l o t ~ s  
through the Boise, Cha l l i s ,  Paye t t e  and Salmon Ha tional Fores t s .  
The Middle Fork begins  w i t h  the confluence of Marsh and Bear Valley 
Creeks, 20 miles northwest of S t a n l e y ,  and flows 304 miles  t o  t h e  
=in Salmon River ,  Tts Xowcr 80 miles flow through the Idaho P r imi t i ve  
Area. That lower p o r t i o n  is subject t o  the p r o v i s i o n s  of  bo th  t h e  Wild 
and Scenic Rivas Act and the l a w  and r egu la t i ons  governing p r i m i t i v e  
areas. I n  case of conf l i t t  , t h e  more r e s t r i c t i v e  provisions a p p l y .  

The 4liddI.e Fork i s  t o  be adminis tered by t h e  Forest Service 
i n  a manner t h a t  p r e t 2 c t s  and enhances the values which caused i t  t o  
b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  National Wild and S c e n i c  Rivers System. To ac- 
compZish this, t h e  r i v e r  will b e  managed t o :  

--Xaintain the n a t u r a l  free f lowing  cond i t i ons  of the river.  

--Protect water  q u a l i t y .  

--Protect s c e n i c ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  geo logic ,  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ,  
h i s t o r i c ,  a r chaeo log ic ,  and other similar va lues .  

--Maintain the e s s e n t i a l  p r i m i t i v e  cond i t i ons  o f  the shorel ines.  

--Provide r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  harmony w i t h  the wild and 
scenic nature  of t h e  river.  L/ 

A p o r t i o n  of t h e  main Salmon River from North Fork t o  i t s  
confluence with the  Snake River is  presently being considered f o r  
i n c l u s i o n  in t h e  National Wild and Scenic Rivers  System. 

Tn June, 1970, the P u b l i c  Land Law Review released a r e p o r t  
on i t s  five year study of s e v e r a l  thousand laws dea l ing  with publ ic  
lands. This is the first such comprehens ive  review in over a century, 

Recommendations included : 

--the maintenance o r  enhancement o f  t h e  environment on and 
a d j a c e n t  t o  p u b l i c  lands through s t a t u t o r y  gu ide l i ne s  and 
restrictions insuring pollution c o n t r o l  measures. 

--payments by the Federal Government t o  the states where public 

1IVRiver  Plan f o r  t h e  Xiddle Fork  Salmon Wild and Scenic River ,"  In t e r -  - 
mountain Reem - Fores t  Service, U.S. Departm~nt of  Agr i cu l tu re ,  pp. 2 - 3 .  



lands are h e a t e d ,  in l i e u  o f  taxes. 

--repeal of the Homestead A c t  and Desert Land Act, w i t h  such 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  lands to be so ld  to t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .  

--grazing should be continued with p o l i c i e s  f l e x i b l e  enough t o  
attain m a x i m u m  efficiency in t h e  use of the  fo r age  and t o  
support  r eg iona l  economic growth. Grazing fees  should  adhere 
to a fair market value .  

--some classes of p u b l i c  land should be  excluded Erom f u t u r e  
mineral development. 

--existin% Fede ra l  systems f o r  e x p t o r n t i o n ,  development and 
produc t ion  of mineral resources 
modif izd . 

--patent fees shou ld  be  increased 
States on a l l  x i n e r d s  produced 

on p u b l i c  l ands  s h o u l d  be 

and r o y a l t i e s  paid to the United 
and marketed Erom p u b l i c  lands.  L/ 

l/Senator Len Jordan,  "Land Study Announced by Jordan," The Recorder - 
Hera ld ,  June 2 5 ,  1970. 
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