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FOREWORD

HE OUACHITA NATIONAL FOREST in the highlands of Arkansas

and Oklahoma is a vast area of rugged mountains and rolling hills,

sloping to deep-hewn valleys where flow clear, sparkling streams. The

Ouachita is the largest forest in the southern region of the national forest

system. It extends east into Arkansas about 100 miles from the Oklahoma

State line and west into Oklahoma about 35 miles. Within its proclaimed

-, boundaries of 2,423,816 acres are included most of the Quachita and

Kiamichi Mountains between the Arkansas River and the southern Coastal
Plain.

The Ouachita Mountains have been classed by some geologists as a
western extension of the ancient Appalachians. The range is formed in
long, narrow plateaus with undulating summits rising in peaks 1,000 to
3,000 feet above sea level. The higher peaks afford magnificent views of
mile on mile of rolling wooded hills.

Along the mountain tops and through the low gaps down into the deep
gorges, the Forest Service has completed 1,500 miles of excellent roads,
opening this superbly scenic area to the tourist and vacationist. The section
is readily accessible to the great centers of population of the Southeast. It
is a comfortable two days’ drive from Jacksonville, Atlanta, Cincinnati,
and Chicago by excellent roads, and but a day distant from Dallas, New
Orleans, St. Louis, and Kansas City.

Few sections surpass the Ouachita Mountains in beauty of landscape the
year around. In the spring and summer, the forest and stream banks are
carpeted with shrubs and wild flowers. Azaleas, wild roses, violets, hy-
drangeas, the shooting-star, wild hyacinths, blueberries, wild plums, dog-
wood, and redbud add touches of yellow, purple, white, pink, and blue to
the color pattern of the landscape. In the fall, the turning leaves set the
forested slopes ablaze with scarlet, orange, and gold.

The climate combines with the scenery in attracting visitors to the land
of the Ouachitas. The winters are short and definitely mild. Freedom
from humidity unites with the altitude to create a pleasant climate through-

v

Google



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



Ouachita National Forest . Arkansas- Oklahoma

early French exploring parties did pass through the region, which accounts
for the many French names found here, such as Fourche La Flave River,
Ouachita River, Petit Jean Mountain. ‘“Ouachita” is the French way of
spelling the sound of the Indian word “Washita”, which means “good
hunting grounds”.

After the purchase of the Louisiana Territory in 1803, English-speaking
settlers from Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Kentucky, Vir-
ginia, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Missouri began to come in. In
1819 there were large settlements near what is now Dardanelle and at
Hot Springs, Fort Smith, and Boston. The main agricultural valleys were
largely settled by the close of the Civil War.

The settlers learned many crafts from the Indians. And, like the Indians,
they took from the forests most of the necessities of life. They hewed logs
for their homes and farm buildings. The trees furnished lumber for furni-
ture, wagons, and farming tools. Their food consisted largely of game
which the forests supplied.

The industrial expansion of the Nation during the nineteenth century
was the most amazing in the history of the world and imposed great
demands on every forest resource. Forest lands were laid bare to make
way for towns and farms. The products of the forest were largely the
sinews of early trade and development. Boats and schooners were made
of wood and the railroads were laid on wooden ties.

Heavy expenditures for building railroads into Arkansas were largely
justified by the vast timber resources of the State. Development of the
country went hand in hand with the development of its timber resources.
The lumber industry is now, and has been for many years, one of the
leading industries in the State.

Many communities were maintained largely by this utilization of the
forests. Unfortunately, however, this necessary forest use was attended by
avoidable and disastrous waste. Lumbering expanded into large scale
operations and the timber crops from whole watersheds were harvested
ruthlessly. Many large logging operations were followed by fire which com-
pletely destroyed the young growth.

ACQUISITION AND RESTORATION

IN 1907 President Theodore Roosevelt, by proclamation, set aside from the
unreserved and unappropriated public lands of Arkansas, 1,663,300 acres
to be known and administered as the Arkansas National Forest. In 1926
President Calvin Coolidge renamed this forest Ouachita for the mountains
which it embraces and for the principal river which drains it.

3.
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QOuachita National Forest . Arkansas- Oklahoma

IN THE OKLAHOMA DISTRICT

Billy Creek—Twenty miles off United States Highway 270, near Pine
Valley. Picnicking and swimming.

Horsethief —Winding stairs truck trail. Picnicking only. This unit is
located near the top of Winding Stair Mountain, about an hour’s drive
from Heavener. The area centers about Horsethief Springs, famous in
the almost forgotten days of traffic in horses stolen in Texas and driven
north through the Missouri mountains for sale.

Bear Caves.—Winding stairs truck trail. Picnicking only.

SCENIC TRAILS FOR THE HIKER

TuroucHOUT the forest there are numerous foot trails leading into
primitive regions and scenes of rugged forest beauty. No artificial devel-
opment of any sort will be attempted in these stretches of solitude, where
the lover of the great outdoors can find seclusion in districts rarely trodden
by the foot of man.

Crystal Mines—In the Crystal Mountain region, near Norman, reached
by a trail leading from the Womble-Silver road. This mountain receives
its name from the abundance of rock crystals found in veins in the quartzose
sandstone of which the mountains are composed.

Little Missour: Area.—With its rugged picturesqueness, affords unlimited
possibilities for the student and lover of nature. The Little Missouri
Falls may be reached by a foot trail from the Mena-Shady Road.

Standing Rock, a spectacular rocky formation, is reached by trail from
the Mena-Shady Road.

Nearly all of the campgrounds have trails leading to various points of
interest or to panoramic views. At Camp Ouachita a foot bridge over a
small inlet in the Ouachita River connects the camp with forest trails
which will lead hikers into beautiful territory. Petit Jean Trail along the
top of the Petit Jean Mountains offers a delightful trip for those who travel
afoot or horseback.

The lookout towers, built for forest fire detection, are all reached by
road or trail. The locations of these towers usually afford exceptional
vistas of the forest-clad hills, rugged gorges, and high peaks that form an
unforgettable picture.

ROUTES FOR THE MOTORIST

THE Ouachita National Forest is accessible by a network of Forest Service
roads, connecting with State and Federal highways. United States
Highway 270 runs almost through the center of the forest, from east to
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Ouachita National Forest . Arkansas - Oklahoma

west, going into the Oklahoma section of the forest. Ouachita, Charlton,
and Crystal Camps are all just off of this route. Collier Springs is reached
by a Forest Service road from this highway. Near the Oklahoma State
line, a Forest Service road branches off from the highway up Rich Mountain,
on the north slope of which may be found more species of wild flowers
than in any other area of like size in the State.

United States Highway 70 traverses the eastern boundary of the forest
and connects Hot Springs and Little Rock. Roads 7 and 9 both branch
off from this highway.

State Highway 8 runs from Norman to Mena. Off from this road are
Albert Pike, Mine Creek, and Bard Springs campgrounds. The Forest
Service roads connecting with this route afford some of the most picturesque
scenery of the forest. Mena, attractive to the tourist and vacationist
seeking recreation in the mountains, is popular because of its unexcelled
climate. It is noted for its cool summer nights.

State Highway 7 leads to the northern part of the forest. Iron Springs
and South Fourche campgrounds are on this road which borders Oak
Mountain Game Refuge. Several lookout towers are accessible by Forest
Service roads, leading off from this route.

State Highway 9 also leads to the northern part of the forest. From
this road North Fork Pinnacle can be reached.

ROADS OF THE FOREST SERVICE

TuEe Forest Service has developed and maintains over 1,500 miles of good
roads within the forest. They make the most remote parts of the forest
accessible. Many of them lead through interesting Arkansas mountain-
life settings.

Many of these roads were constructed by the CCC and have opened up
rugged areas which until recent years were enjoyed by only a few hardy
hikers or horseback riders who pushed their way into these remote
places. They were constructed primarily as a means of fire control, but
are open to the public and offer opportunity for enjoying the scenic beauty
of the forest.

The Womble-Stlver Road leaves United States Highway 270, two and
one-half miles west of Crystal Springs and leads to Norman through
beautiful Crystal Mountain, opening up vast scenic panoramas. On this
road a few miles from Norman, Ark., is Collier Springs, with shelter and
trails. Here water gushes from the ground at the rate of 3,000 gallons
per hour. Farther along is Crystal campground, where swimming and
picnicking facilities are to be found.
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Ouachita National Forest . Arkansas - Oklahoma

structed and maintained to make the forest more accessible, thus making
it easy to reach any forest fires which occur.

The United States Forest Service is making every effort to bring the
newest scientific developments into forest fire control in the national
forests, and to coordinate the results of the past years of experience and
fire control research to effect the desired fire control objectives. The
Division of Fire Control of the Forest Service estimates that of the total
amount expended annually for administration of the national forests,
37 percent is required for their protection from fire. Without successful
protection, forestry cannot restore the American heritage of timber lands,
nor can these lands fulfill their role in the control of floods, maintenance
of water supplies, and outdoor recreation.

The Arkansas State Forest Service is protecting from fire lands which
adjoin the national forest. State and Federal lookout towers are connected
by telephone and the two agencies cooperate in detecting and locating
fires. The State forester is located at Little Rock.

The forest supervisor, with headquarters at Hot Springs, has direct
charge of the administration of the QOuachita National Forest. He is
assisted by a staff and clerical assistants, as well as six district rangers,
each of whom is responsible for operation of affairs in his district. These
district rangers are located at Oden, Norman, Waldron, and Mena, Ark.;
and Heavener, Okla. The Jessieville ranger has offices in Hot Springs, Ark.

All forest officers will gladly give visitors information on the resources
and attractions of the forest. This national forest belongs to the public to
use and enjoy—and to protect.

Additional information regarding the Owuachita National Forest, or
other national forests in the southern region, is always available at the
regional office, Atlanta, Ga., or at the office of the supervisor at Hot Springs.

THE FOREST AND THE COMMUNITY

IN the Ouachita National Forest there is being developed a public property
which should steadily become of greater service to the surrounding region
and to each local community within its zone of service.

When the force of the depression struck and the CCC movement was
initiated, the national forests offered opportunity for emergency employ-
ment on a national scale. The man power and emergency funds available
made possible a start in putting our forests in order. A vast amount of
public work of lasting benefit has been accomplished. Losses from forest
fires have been greatly reduced through the erection of lookout towers and
the construction of roads to inaccessible timber tracts.
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Forests are a source of prosperity and it is essential that adequate portions
of this national wealth be preserved for all time. It is safe to assume that
providing markets for pine wood is going to do a lot to save pine forests
from fires. Ready markets and cash for trees will do more than any
amount of preaching to secure the cooperation of owners to prevent care-
lessness with fires.

The rapid growth of trees and the natural advantage of climate in the
southern pine belt enhance the position of the Ouachita National Forest
as a region of rich timber resources for supplying industrial needs. These
resources, if properly managed, offer possibilities of providing material for
great operations which will mean employment for workers at good wages
and prosperity for the region on a sound basis that will be lasting.

TREES COMMONLY FOUND
IN THE OUACHITA NATIONAL FOREST

Google

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME
Black oak........ Quercus velutina Il Silver poplar. . ... Populus alba
Blackjack oak. . ... Quercus marilandica ! Black willow. .. ... Salix nigra
Water oak....... Quercus nigra /| Black walnut. . . .. Juglans nigra
Willow oak....... Quercus phellos White hickory . . . .| Hicoria alba
White elm. . ... .. Ulmus americana Pignut hickory. .. .| Hicoria glabra
Winged elm. .. ... Ulmus alata '{ Water hickory. . . .| Hicoria aquatica
Slippery elm. . . ... Ulmus fulva Pecan........... Hicoria pecan
Hackberry. .. .. .. Celtis occidentalis Blue beech. ... ... Carpinus caroliniana
Red mulberry. .. .| Morus rubra Hop-hornbeam or | Ostrya virginiana
Osage orange. . ... Toxylon pomiferum ironwood.

Cucumber tree. ...| Magnolia acuminata River birch. ... ... Betula nigra
Umbrella magno- | Magnolia tripetala Alder............ Alnus

lia. Beech........... Fagus grandifolia
Papaw........... Asimina triloba Chinquapin. . . . .. Castanea pumila
Sassafras......... Sassafras variifolium White oak........ Quercus alba

- Sweet gum or red | Liquidambar styracifiua || Postoak......... Quercus stellata

gum. Cowoak......... Quercus prinus
Witch-hazel. . . . .. Hamamelis virginiana |} Redoak......... Quercus borealss
Sycamore. . . ..... Platanus occidentalis Herculesclub. . ... Aralia spinosa
Serviceberry. .. ... Amelanchier canadensis || Sumach......... Rhus
Hawthorn........ Crataegus Holly............ Ilex opaca
Black cherry...... Prunus serotina Red maple. . .. ... Acer rubrum
Wild plum. . .. ...} Prunus americana Silver maple. .. ... Acer saccharinum
Redbud......... Cercis canadensis Boxelder......... Acer negundo
Honey locust. . . .. Gleditsia triacanthos Basswood. . ... ... Tilia heterophylla
Black locust. . . . .. Robinia pseudoacacia Black gum. ...... Nyssa sylvatica
Shortleaf pine. .. .| Pinusechinata Dogwood. . ... ... Cornus florida
Loblolly pine. . ... Pinus taeda Persimmon. . .. ... Diospyros virginiana
Bald cypress. .. ... Taxodium distichum White ash........ Fraxinus americana
Red cedar....... Juniperus virginiana Catalpa.......... Catalpa
Cottonwood. . . ... Populus deltoides
140977 .24 .
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