
FRENCH FORESTS IN THE WAR
By MAJOR BARRINGTON MOORE

AFTEH lh~ fim tWO l"U"" 01 th~ war, the tonnage
.horlag. ",.<Ie it lm]l(•.,'l>lo to sh,p wood to
F<OlIce, except .u()l'l"tl••tock and the likt. for

wood is very bulky ""I the ''''<e'''''T)" jhippinc- wo"loJ
ha,'" bttn enormous, more thall co1\ld po"iLly !la,". ~II
,pared "';th safel,.. Vet wood is a ",ilila,)' ,,«...i,)",

The VOrl. of Franee wore nol buill with a ,·ie ... It.>

,h. I.."ding of large armi ••, and were wholly illadoq".ue;
ye, the .",.d)' <kl>ar"tion 01 'he troops, with their
",un;l;O"S and '''Wlie•. had to j,. a.,nrc<! at all ",SI.
Th. <lIblnarille. fOTced 'he ships It.> wme in convoy.
01 .." or fil"c" at onee, r"'Juiring seveTal time. ,h. doc\<-
i"g space the m. n"",lIe. 01 ship. would ha,. llN:ded
singly. \Vha"· mila uf ...hane•• wcre of '",,,,edi.l<
1I«<.,ily. For this We "''''1 have 1';li"g ."d whod
timbr....

Bul. once ,bo lCOOI'" a"d ,uppli", were l."d.d. our
difficultie. did nOI end. II wa. """...ary 10 find .h.Iter
for Ihelll. Sa.ks 01 Rour ca"nol be IdIom iu 'he rain.
Wa1'<'hou.... beca",. "tee..ary. warthou",' of J,";ganlic
si.o and tap.city. R.il,oad, had 10 l>e laid i" Ih. wart"
bOI1SOS. One depol alone r"'luinllg .ighty-ht milo•.
Lumbrr lor lh.", warthou"'. bad to be lur"i,ht<! i",n>e_
dial.ly.

Whc",vor poosiblo. we bill ott<! Our troop' in hou,es to
sav. !>arrack<, lIut the crowded condition of th.
ccmnl'y, owing 10 Ih. ",Ing••• from lklg;um and Ih.
iuvoded p'lr," of France made Ih;, i"ad"'luaIO. Our n>e"

w... dyinll of I',,,,,,,,,o,,ia. W••imply h.d '0 have !>.ar·
..cks. ~:,·.ry ,ui,able buildi,,!: thaI could lie lou"d
anywhore in I'r.""o "." turned in,o • hospilal, bnl yot
the'" woro "0' .nough. W. rCij"ircd large 'I""n,iti.. 0/
lumller for ho,pilal,.

Ahor Ihe army was landod. iii ."pplin car<:<! for.
and Ihe n,." woro in bill.,. Or barrack_in .11 of which
wood play. the l..diug role--Ih. army "'u" be moved
forward. A, a ",al1.. of fact. il had '0 be ",o>od for_
ward 0"0" before Ih. p'.p.ralion. lor la"ding wore co,,>
pl.ted. Ev.rything "'as do"e m,d.. Ih. ,,1"JQSt t.n,ion.
and .,ill not r:tpidly .no"gh.

Th. tr.ll.portation of "'.Il and gu",. wilh ",,,nilion.
and ,,,pI,lie•. r"'luirtd Ihe con"ru<tion of n.w railro;d
lin., and Ih. doubl._tracking of olh..... Ti.. b<:tan..
mOT. imporla", Iha" gun•. Leea"se withoul Ih. railroad.
Ih. gull' coold "01 be brough, to tI,. fronl. Whcu tho
r..rman. broke thcough in Mar"h a"d gol within do..
range of Ami."., th.y paralyzed Ih. main ~rttry lIetw..n
th. f'rtnch .nd Briti.h anui... Anolh.r r:tilro;d had to

be built.•tld built q"ickly. 1'Ort""",.ly. Ih. Canadia".
had ti •• r.ady c"l lor an om(:rg.".y_

In oTdec to p.r",it on. orgall;ution to commu"i"...
qoickly witb auolh.c. il was """."",y 10 con\truct I"I~

phon. and t.legraph Ii"".. Thi, <ailed foe thoo..,,,10
and Ihoo.aod. of poles.

Cooking Ih. food and k••ping Ih. "'." war", meanl
tOn' and Ion. of fo.lwood.

A n",~CH ro...5T Dl:VA!rrATED n WHo ",'LITARV won. '"ISIDLE, BICHT CENTED ..,
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At 'bo f,ont, '",n.h... and other dden.h·e work, <ailed
for large """,be.. of prop., 1..'1 ....1 "'ire ri<k.l" and
olh'" ,,,,,,1<1 ",ate rial.

To b,ing up lh. arlin,,}" quiddy o,'e' the .hell-lo,n
gron"d. it wa. n"""..,,,)' to bllild ha,')' r""d. wilh h._
inch plank The amo"'n of hnn""r ron,nn",d a, road
plank wa, enOrmO",.

Add to 'he fO'<1:0;"1: an i",i,'ellt dom."d lor Imnber
to "'ake parking .as.. and lor «mntb' .",allor 'IS....

""d yOIl will ha<. SOn'" .Iigh' """.epl;o" of wood a' a

"'11;ln)" """'OS;I)",

d'id 01 lhe Frend' ''''''llOr13';01\ .y"ent. ,,,Id u' wi,lI
,·h·ld eml'lI",i. 'hat failu'e to .."d I"resl')' ,t'OOp'

I'"""ptly would '1",11 di ..."... ~"eral Penhing wa< SO

anxious "llOu, ,It. ,illlalioll tha' lie 1'.:no".lI)" dicta,.d
an urgenl .abl. a.king th. War Dep>.rt",em 10 ""l' !>e"d
i"g r>l;lniug men tlmil,he)" h.d (,r'l sent foCO's,,)' t<oop•.

U"t. what will "" the lise "f sending lo'estry ,roops
and sawmill. ""I"", there i. enOttgh s,anding 'imber?
The v;,,,1 'I"estion lhen waS. did Fra,... I""'....."otlgh
"""ding limh.r '0 fin the indisl",,,,able r«lnir.",entS nO'
ollly of ,h.ir own an"y atHl ch'il IlOpulation, hu' of ,h.

A ruu'j}X OF T"" F'.,T A"".,rAx ro••S,,"" eM,r. "',TIl 0••"·" TIc'" A"" " )4 C, .... It"", 'x C,,~·,...•. ,.ocAn:n AT
6.:lU:\·t"F.. '''x,»:$. FUx(·f.

We had nO' been ill France 101l1;: before this necessity
for l"mber foce<J uS in lerribl~ eame,We", 0", ,\rmy
e">''';''''''1"$ had always found a, hand whalev.r mate';als
lhe)" "e<d.d. and tbey tlrew ul' elabora'e plo". ,,«ord.
iOI<I)", The Q,id of E"l;:i"..., .. 01 'he A, lL I'.•alled
in Colo"el Groves "nd "'ade him '''l'''n,;\>le lor f",nish
ing 'he I""'bu 10 .arry ottl the.. plJns. Accordi"gly
Colo"e1 Gr""el and I wenl 10 work '0 I"o<ure it. We
kn.w 'hat the tOil "a\:<: short'ge I"""''''cd O"r ;"'IIO"i"l:"
i',lmt we ,,"der"ood ,hat ,h~ Frrllch would fin Oil' first
require",e"'s.

Whal was ou' disma)" 1,,-leant lhal by f"mishi"g n.
lllmbe' the I"reneh had simply "'eant ,he)" wo"ld I"rn;.h
uS 'he trees s,""d;"g in the lore"s. They had no l'i1n.
M'd d,e)" h,d "01 eno"gh I"'''be' or tics for ,h.",..,lv«.
Ev." wOr". they had '10 labor. What were we 10 do~

Th. situa,io" was ",i,i."1. Ou, trOOps w.,. 0" thei,
way O"U••nd we had "o'hing built to re«;,'e the",. "0'
any '"ot.rial. with which 10 Imild. We mus' have for
.!try lroup' "nd 53wmill. ,,' O"ce. Mr. Clav.ille. Ille

Il,itis" "''''y .nd 'he A"''''iea'' .rn,)' ., well? The .on
s""c,ion I'rOJ:"r.n, 01 'he American ""gin""" ealled fo'
l"mber ill q"'lll,i,ie. whieh ...ggered 'he French,

Fortunately. Fra'''''' did hO\'e tho foCO"". The si,u._
tion was ..~,'ed. the w~r ,hOl"1e"ed \>y "'~tI)" 101lg mon,hs.
A"d why did site have Ihe'" ~ Because she h.d prac
t1<:,'<1 fo«,try for g""eration•.

\I'e nlust "", i"'''gine that she alway. prac,iced for_
estry. Like other .0ll,Ilri". she beg>." b)" tlcstroyin!:
her lor.s". E"e,,'"all}', how",·.r. she sa", ,h. di...
trous offects of h'" reekl."".,•. ,,"d gradually ,umed
frotH deslro}'ing '0 ,es'oring. and 'h"" to build;ng up.
For .xampl•. 100 }'.ars .go ,h. sollthwest.rtt ""mu of
Fra"... exte"ding from 1k>roeaux '0 Ihe l'yre"""s
~lo\ll"ains, wa' almoot as 'reeless as 'he prairi._ and
was fringed by "'nd du"" whi.h were eon.,""'I}· i"
ttlove",en,. hllr}'ing field' a,K! lIo"'u .nd eve" whole
,·illagu. NallOleon eal1ed ill ."gin""•• and lorester•.
Th•.., "",,, ,n«eeded ill holdi"g 'he dun.. i" place b}'
Vl.nl i"g will' ",,,ril;,,,<: p;n<:; ."d 'hell 'he)" pl""ed up
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,h••'hol< in,"rior of 1M rqion Wilh ,he Ame Uff.
D~ri.... 1M war ,hi. rq;on .'11 1M larJell IOU'.'" 01
lumber, not onl)" fot the Y...,1l<;h Irm,·. bu, for 'M Bnu.h
a.nd i\mcrio.n Inn;"; II well.

Th< Yrmch forcs," we...,••h<rcf~, _ limply ....are'l
Jilt, WIllie frui, 01 a><ttcious cHon. Ipplied wilh painll
uoki"i' cart IDd. inch$ry Ihroagh \o<lr run.

Forest'}· 10 I Y,elloChlloan il lbc a<npUd. ...,.)" 01 hal>d
line loruu. lie a.nnot """';y. 01 hlndling woodlaoda

limber lhat "'n rc.ody '0 be CUI, Ind eyen 10 .....fiee
Ihll ...hich Ih.y "'ollid not normally h.,'. ell' for ,en
Or 6ht't"ll ,,<:an. B~t lhey wuO' finn Ipinl,"nnihibting
...ny foral. or cuning il in IlICh ...'1' tMI it COIlId DOt

tC'CO'..... ilh ......-bl< Clrt. Tloc)'. IMrtf".... maill
Ulin<d "b5olu'O' conunl _ ..... ","hodl 01 cuuinc. Oa
.hf. go,'..,nwent _n<d fortlll, 1bC'y ......, pan>cularly
Ilrir:t rking ......ry , ...... til be cu, a.nd prucribing in
ddlil t mtlhod-s 01 bnIslI dil~ rI.. (loa prin.:e

in "") other ,",y. In ~·nncc cnrybody....... ,,
who "rt not lortSlC'n or I_hot....... anck'fUlnda wha,
lorwry -.... WI- you lIy J'l<l at<' I forat you
don', hi '0 Ilop llId explain II you do ,n A rio..
It il JUIl dear II il you ..id )"ou we.. I law,O'r or"
don..... Thil uni.C'n>o! uodC'ruandinc 01 the Ii.... of
lortSlry U tM II10St potenl ,,,,,,or in .he llpbuilding of
the 100000t r~rca of In)" """","y. It i. 10 the in'O'lUt
of Ih. lun,bc......n '0 have. pc:rpctWll I~ppl}' 01 timber
'0 CU', II il 10 Ihe inl ' ollhc ...ood wi", industriel to
II..... perm.nent IOU 01 raw mal«i.l; Ind i, il '0
'he inl.relt 01 lhe coun'ry II • whol. '0 be i"d.pc:ndc",
of oullide 101"«1 of luppl)",

11:0 \\,o,,<J.r. ,he". ,h"'l ,h. Fren.h ..Iued their forelli.
.nd w.r. a"",il\ing 10 h.ye tll.m "".dl...l)· destroyed
Til.), did not forgel 'he )'el" of ,oil ,hey h.d Ipc:n' in
.r<:aling them. The)' .... r. willing '0 J:i"e up .11 Ihe

lando lbc _nor ...rlled .... dc:Iip'ed ill lbc """tract
,Itoooc Ir~ which he wlNlld ..1I II. al... bid dowA ,he
........... 01 bnub diipouI ~1Id otlwr ClpCn.;...... L11imal.
.,...,,-0/ .-u n:Il<d in I ........iu.., atalpOiIcd 01 Icp' on·
,... ,i~.....!<ned by ,Iw :\lin~let of ..\gricuh~«. llw :\hn-
;Iler of :\fun;tionI II w~ll"," n otlw. ;nl,,",lled rncml>cn
III 1M c:obinct. and rc-pr '~liYft 01 lhoe IIImbcr in-
dUllty L"ndu , ...... <ondilK>nl w. h~d linlt choict ~,

'0 mothod, of CIlltingl.
The open,;'m. ·... ere unifomlll w~1l .unt<! Ollt. Th.

..umrs ""re .u, 10 low you eOl,ld hardl}' _ lh~m: Ih~

top. were <hop~ inlll cord,,'ood, 1,1d Ih. Iluh 'hor_
oughly dnnc<l up. The eUlting area, 01 lhe Ca""dian.
nnd ,\",criean. were g.".....lly brtte. than lhose of the
Fren.h wood ",er.hnn" lhe"'l<h',". Thi. gou '0 sho"·
,halth. lumberman .... n <u' under loreslry ",,,hod, wh."
h. h.. '0, He <.n do il ~"en when lubj<Cttd 10 ,he
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g,eate'l im.ginal"" I''''uure lor quick p,oduction; and
",hal i. mo"" he do.. it ",ell.

The organintion 01 the Amorican loroslry """tion "'.,
panerned la'g.ly ail.. thai of Ih. Canadian Foreslry
Corl'" When Colonel Grav", and I l.nd.d in France
in lu"e, 1917, ",e ",enl fi ...t of all 10 ,he llnti,h Fo""try
Oi,«IO"I1••t LaTouq"e'. G.n, Lo,d Lova! I'tt<';,'ed u.
",i,h ,h. gr.a,.'1 fri."dli"....."d g.v. ,to eO"'I'I.,. dal.
which he had prepared in .d,·.nee, .overing hi. enlire
o,ganization and «1uip",e",. The", olt.r 0 trip to the
C.nadi.n "1,or"lion. under Colm,el Johnson on Ihe gov
.rnment Fo""1 of lA)o"", 1n E".te", F,a""e, and "II.,
working over lh" i"lo,malion "oll""te". we d'e'" "1' a
cahle outlinin!; the organiza,ion 01 the f"""t,y t1'OOP1
'eqniTed by the 1\. E. F. We In...d our r"'luiTe",ent1 on
an anllY of two ",illio" me", and ".ked for 18,000 10'
.,t,)' t'oop., of whi.h 7.500 "'.r. to be ,killed i"",i.>er·
",en. al>ont 4,500 engin"" troop. fo, road and ea",p
.0nSlnlelion, and abo", (i,000 o]\,killed labo,. ,\, th.
Mnl<: ti",o "'0 requested tweh'. ollker, to """" over at
<>lICe lor o,'erheod oegani.",io". The.. om""" w. asked
10' by "a",e. The)' "r,i,·.d in about IWo month., in
tim. to be 01 groat ••roi"" in o",!"i,ing "anding lim"-r
alld other preparotory wo,k. The u"it 01 the Ca"ad;a~

Fo,e.t'y Corl" i. the ""n'pany. We ",,,de Ot,,, the ba'
talion on a«O"nt 01 Qur am'y regulation" it was h"d
a, firl' '0 ",ak. our .upenon .... tho need lOT e1a"icil)·.
For..try troop' w.re an enlil'<:l)' n~w '·...\tnre. The n"",·
he, of ",.n in Il,. aell,,1 operation, derende<! c"l;rely
"ro" the need. 01 th. "ale. Sometime, only 50 "'."
woum work together, and th.n api", w. would have
" thousand or more.

The "anding timi.>er wos 011 bought Ihrough an i",.,
.lIie<! co",,,,ittee """,po..d of French, Briti,h .nd An.. ,i
can.; later the Belgians were r.pre""nted. W. 0",.e1...
•• Iected each fore.t. in company ",ith a Frcnd\ oAi"".,
and ,h.n laid it "-fore thc eomm;ttee. Th. "egot;otion.
wilh the ownc" "nd pu",ha,er. ",el'<: do"e by thc I're,,<:h.
The l'rench po......d th. right 01 n:qui.ition. and used
it .ffecti,·.])', saving n,illio", of dollars and del.ating
the ,war",. of .p""ulato" which bu..ed arOUlKI u, like
~ie••round the hone)' pot. B)' peni"en! effort! ",.
",.n.ged 10 aeq"ire ti",,,-, enough to keel' .he.d of the
overal;on.. B"t 'owaTd th••nd it was "-""ming mOrt
and more dilli",,1t to find re.",nably ac..ssibl. lro,,!S.
A=.. ibilily wa. of p,imt h"I...".nec in ..ltttin!: ti",
ber, I"",.".. of ,he "eed for "'pid p,od"ctio". 11 the
war had l.sted, we would havel>ccn i" a dillic"I'l....itio".
When it e"Md. we were I'I;nllli"g to do railro.d logginl;
in II,. mountai"•.

l.ogging ""ndition, va,i.d gl'<:atly. Th••ollthw.stern
pinen.. are •• lenl a." table, .xcept for th. dun•• 010"1:
the .dg.. Cen"a] Fr.n"" i. 1"'01 or rolling, the chiel
"b,;'ad. beio!; ,h~ hea,·y, "icky cia)'. Ifere the lore."
".... mOllly oo.k, which we cut into Ii•• aud n).,d pla"k,
Thc .il", fir fore". of Ea"trn Fra"ce ",el'<: in th~

"",,,ntain.. Ou, chief tronble thtl'<: wa. the narrow
gauge rail"",d., ",hich U"'or h.d e"ough cars 0' engin...
Th••Om. kind of narro", g"nge rai1"",~, both..ed '" i"
other I'<:l;ion, a. w.n.

Last """"''', "-fore tht .n"i"iee ",a. signed, 0'" W.r
Dcpa"ment 1'lan".d 10 ha," four 0",1 a half million mt"
in Fran.. by July, 1919 Thi. ",ealll a" .no""ou, i,,
or.... in thel"",beT requi ..",.nt. To meet it, "'.plan"ed
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10 bring 0'"" 2-1.000 additio".1 forestry troop•. Or a total
0142,000 """'. 2,000 of ,..hich ",er. 10 cut lor ,he French
"",1 Britj,h. The ",." were al ..."dy being ,.,,,,,,it,d
when hostilitie. =~l. \\"h<thcr or not F"'n<:< could
ha,-. furni,hed 'he limber lor ,hi. Ion:•. as wdl .. lor
Ihe IIrih,h ami Fr~1\d, annie•. is clilT",,,ll to say. Cer
tainl)' we "'ould hal.., been hard put 10 ", and been com·

1",11<'<1 "' OJ"""" some ,'cry difficult "ac's.
W. had '0 get ..ady 'u' lumber. ,i••, and pil•• lor im

mediate ".,.{Is I",,,ding ,h, ar,i,.,,1 of ,b. fo""slry troops.
We h.•d 10 COlli;"". g'lIi,,!: this dass 01 ma,.rial .'".n
after ,h, aHi,-..t of the fOr<'Olry troop., ","caus<: the War

Iftl'ar'n,.tU I".,,..,,,..d Il,. ",,,,,II<... of fil:hti,,1:' tllffl !le
sond ",hat ,,-. bad all1;clpatrd whe" "'c drew "1' the
argalli"';on of ,h~ ~-or"try Se<:'ion. Th. BTiti.h and
Fm,eh hdp"d ,,' iTO Ihis w;lh ...·ond.d,,1 g.".ro,ity. gi._
ing '" malOrial from "ocks sord)' "ttd.d for th.ir own
..mie.. We d••oloped 10 tI..ir o<m""t all Ellropean
>on":.". Swil.orland. 1'0"',g3I, and ''''e'' Spaill. Thi.

was >0 great ,hal Englalld <:Ilt down her i",]>O"alion,
of food I" gel lonnage to bring men "'·er. The peoplc
weill wilhou' .ugar, ,hey w.n' wilhout butttr and <>ther
fau. Ihe)" had almost nO meal amJ a ",i",TI)" .Ii<o of
bread .ach day. The)" r.d"ced ,ho",••h·n '0 Ihe verge
of ".rvation ju.. 10 g.t a few more .hip, to bring wI.
di.... 10 Fr>noo. !lad i, not """n for ,h. forc"" of
Frail", Ihe... ,hip", )·e. and even more .hips, wonld have
hd 10 bring Imnhcr i,,".ad of mcn.

We have ..en, Ihen, tha, wood is a militaT)" neee"il)',
and ,hi, owing 10 ,he .hortage of sh;ps, Wr coold 1\01
hal'e senl the 'lCC<'".ry "'en "lid glln. '0 Frau.e if ,he..
had no, !>ten Ihe Frend. fo...,". 10 s"l'I'l}" th. wood. W.
ha"e aloo .oon ,hat Ih..... Inrost. are dn. til Ih. effo"s
and indus,ry of skilled for""'e'" hack<d b)' ,h. peopl •.

In conch,ding, 1 ...·i.h '0 ,ake ,hi. Ol'l"'<I"uil)" of ex·
pre..in!> Ill)" profoulld ad",ira';on of the C.".dia" For.
... r)" Corps. and doep aPl'r«ia,ion of their l(.n"OIl' a'uj
onf.iling 3<,;"a"ce. A finer 10' of nltn 1 n",'cr hope

GEXEOAL "'EW OF 0.'" OF THE". aEG''''"XT '~W"'LI..<

last wa, ,h. work wilh which I l'.rsonall)" was "'051

cOll,'<',."ed aI,.r ,he arr;val 01 the fO'"StT}' 'roops.
\\'hen \\'e con,ider ,ha, ,h. mod.n, anny is hell"

1... witho,,' \\'ood, 1 Ihink i, i. safe '0 oay ,hat ,h.
French fo...,". were o"e of lhe hig: fa.'ors i" witllli"g
the "'ar.

Il>d not Ih. 'Ianding timbtr !>ten ill Fra".., '0 e"l,
i, would ha.e he." lIsel." to send fo"'Ir)" ltoOp'. and
we ""'ould h"'e heen compelled to use I'recioll. ,on""ge
in bringi"g tho "'ood to otlr am,ie., We all know how
critical the ,il",,,ion wa' doring Ih. Ge,.",.n driv., from
;\larch '0 Jul)·. EI'cr)" man and every g"n was needed.
The drive ill March "'as eh""ked by a handful of men
who had never fough, btfore. lahore.. , eamp cook<, .n}'
one who rollld hold a rifte. Th. ne.d of men and guns

to moot. Wh." Colotld Gra'·e. aod 1 la"d.d in gor·
dca"x in Jun•. 1917. wholly i!>noranl olwhal lay lJIdor.
os, Colonel ~lil1.r, in charge. of tl,. Cana,lians in the
region. called ul",n u. and not onl)' "",."d.d 10 us "'cry
rour,,,,,)" Lu, gave tiS n",ch .-ahl"bl. i"formation. 1 ha"e
already spoken 01 the a"i<t""ee w. tecei,'ed in drawing
up o"r orga"i<a'ioll. Colo".1 Whi,c Wa" paMic"larl)'
holpful "·',h friendly rounsel, When OUr fore"ry 'roo~

had arriv.d but were unable '0 rommenC' .....'ing he
cause otlr mill, had not )"et rome. G."eral ~l>eDotlgal

I.nt ". h. C.""dian ••wn\ills, ,hree of 2O,000·fool and
IwO of IO,OOll-loo, capacit)·, ",'ilh f,,11 "'Itli"",."t. I feol
,hat I '1'""k for all ,he America" IUl1\hernlen alld foreSt·
ers;tl Fran.., wh.n I sa)" ,hat w••an never adeq"a'ely
rCJ"l)" OUT debt of gra,i,ude 10 ,h. Canadians.
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