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M. Jones, you were telling nme of the early history of the conpany you
worked for. Can you tell nme howit got started and the nmen who were
i nvol ved?

VWll 1’1 refer you to this paper. The names are all in there. The
tract of tinber that was originally bought in the year 1900 was

owned by M. Martin H Sullivan who lived here in Pensacola and died
here. He and his brothers had accunul ated the tract of about 250, 000
acres. He had sold off one township and we — that is the conpany -
bought about 225,000 acres. They cane down here and bought it and
built a mll up at Century. It was an Al abana corporation, Al abanma

l ands. When he sold it there was a clause in the deed that said that
all of his tinber land was in Al abana, pine lands in A abama. They
organi zed and went to work in Century. By the way | carried the stakes
in my arns when they staked out the first canp before there was ever a
bush cut there so that is when | started. It's the only job I ever

had. | started there as a tinekeeper and |I received and checked in al
the stuff when they started the mlIl. | was the first receiving clerk
you mght call it and | sold the first nickel’s worth out of the

comm ssary. The mll was built by — well, the Chalner’s people built
it. That is they furnished the drawi ngs and sent a man down here from
Dul uth, M nnesota and he canme down here and built it. Before they got
it built they bought another conpany out in Al abama up north of Century
about 15 miles, along the Sullivan branch of the L & N Railroad. It
was an established going mill so they sawed nost of their stock for
building the newnill in their owmm mll up at Foshee. It later had

| abor trouble and they shut down the Foshee nill after they got started
at Century. The whistle blew one night and next norning it failed to
blow. They had a box car in front of the office and | oaded the office
equi pnrent and noved to Century. M. Hauss worked there.

What date was that?

It was in 1901 that happened. They ran that mll at Foshee up to that
fall and as | said had |l abor trouble and closed down that nill. They
had begun operations at Century so they brought down all the good nen
and the troubl emakers they just left themup there. They ran day and
ni ght about 12 nmonths, about 1 year they ran day and night. And then
they started to start up to Foshee nmill again, we called it. In 1903
they started the Foshee nill and eliminated the night shift at the
Century mll. They cane down here expecting to cut out and be through
in 15 years and gone. But just such nen as Dr. Cary caused themto see
different and — [?] They ran the Foshee m |l and the Century mll both
until the Century mll burned in 1910 and they used the Foshee m |l to
cut for the newmnll again. Wen they started to start up the Foshee
mll again in 1903 they sent ne up there to check in that stuff. They
sentenced ne to 12 nonths but by good behavior | got out in 9. So

came back to Century and they continued to run the Foshee
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mll right on. They ran that up to — |I’ve forgotten — they ran it
about 10 years. Qur people — CGeneral Alger was the first president and
M. Hauss was the assistant secretary. M. Hauss was related to

Col onel Al ger who was connected with it and the piece will give you
that story. They were in the American Foundry Co. in Detroit and M.
Hauss cane down here as assistant secretary and while he was that they
had a man named M. Dillon who lived in Duluth. He has a railroad in
Dul uth. The Northern M nnesota Railroad they called it which was at
that tine a logging railroad in northern Mnnesota. They hired a man
by the name of d over who had been probably a Canadian and |ived up
there on the border |ine somewhere as general manager. He took over in
Century and he died there about 1910. Then they nmade M. Hauss
manager. He had gotten to be secretary. M. Hauss handl ed the key to
the cash box fromthe begi nning and when they wanted to nake him
president they had to hold a special stockholder’s neeting and change
the by-laws so a man coul d be treasurer and president. They el ected
M. Hauss president and he managed it on up until they sold out. He's
the only boss | ever had as far as that’'s concerned. Dr. Cary showed
up, |’ve been trying to remenber just when it was. In 1910 though when
t hey bought what they called the Mchigan tract of tinber, that's 45,00

[?] acres they paid 2 million dollars for up in Conecuh and Monroe
counties 80 or 90 niles fromthe nmll. |In fact they had a ninety nmile
railroad for logging up in there. Then they created the position of

| and agent and | fell heir toit. | had 250,000 acres of l|land then and
several nmen under ne as woodsnen. | still stayed at Century to handl e

the office end of it and as tine went along and different ones died
when the secretary died | was nade secretary. They cut out the

M chigan tract. They paid 2 million dollars for the tract of tinber up
there and they paid a mllion dollars for their sawmill and I told then
they nade the stuff pay for itself so they didn't have anything in
that. But M. Cary showed up and ny recollection is he was a | oggi ng
engi neer for the Agricultural department. He was a peculiar fellow
I’"ve never seen a man just like him | don’t know where he cone from
yet. But he cone in, blewinto town and he went to the boss’ house,
the first place he went. If he was going to sell a bill of goods it
had to come fromupstairs, comng down. He cone in about 1920. it was
about 1920 when |I first saw him He went over and stayed at M. Hauss’
a while and they wanted to go to the woods so | chauffeured them |
took themon a trip and M. Hauss was very nuch interested and of
course | was interested. W had a well — 1'Il have to hand nyself that
bouquet — we had a wel |l -managed woods operation. W had 20,000 acres
up there right above Flomaton that had been a tree farm operation
Nearly all of this first Sullivan tract had been cut over at one tine
or another in a ditch logging process. They cut big tall |logs and cut
ditches out of the creeks and run |l ogs down. They used to run a |ot of
them up here at Molina and Escanbria down the river. Then they had
built a mll over on the Sullivan and on the L & N above Mbile over
there. But they hadn’'t operated. 1In fact | went to work for M.
Sullivan in 1897. He cane out in the woods to ny father’s house and
traded up with him | was already famliar with what he had and

guess that’'s why | got this other. | worked for himuntil he sold out.
But he began to talk conservation. W had a wild Irishman out there in
t he woods who was | oggi ng superintendent and he couldn't see it at all.
But he was cooperative.
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Following 3 or 4 trips maybe three nonths apart down on the property

and around he got to talking seed trees. He was a conservationi st and
he was really very interested in turpentine. He had bought some stuff
over near Ginesville, over in Florida there and he was interested in

that. He met up sonehow, | don’t know in what connection, he net up
with Eloise Gerry and she cane down and went out in there. Qur conpany
first started with a bull teamoperation. | had over two hundred head

of oxen up there and big wheel carts, that’'s the way we started out.
But we were cutting the best tinber all the time then, that is the best
ti mber you could get ahold of. But followi ng his suggestion M. Hauss
kind of — I think he coined the expression — of prol onged operati on.
They cone down there to cut out in 15 years and go west or somewhere,
you know.

When did they change their opinion about that? | know M. Hauss nust
have been the one.

That really started about the tine we shut down the Foshee mll. [|’ve
forgotten just exactly. The Foshee mill ran about ten years or
sonmething like that. And when we shut it down we began to — when we
bought the M chigan tinmber we had to get sonme noney and we started the
turpentine operation.

Then you did operate some in turpentine?

Yes. In fact we operated one year in turpentine. W operated the
first year we were down here and then went out of the turpentine
business. W could all see the damage and the fire hazard it was and
the heck of it was there was no restriction on fire burning at that
time. Just everybody was doing it. The governnent agents or sone of
their foresters when they began to start their forestry busi ness down
here we were nenbers of the old Southern Forestry Corporation and |
attended their sessions at Bogalusa, La., and at Savannah, Ga. They
operated for ten — they stayed in existence for a long tinme and |
attended all their sessions. M. Hauss, you had to know himto Iike
hi m but he was |ike a second father to ne. He was one of the best nen
knew [?]. And we tal ked and went out and took the forenen in our
confidence and talked to them | had a picture. | don’'t know where it
is now It’'s gone. But when we bought the M chigan we were earning a
little bit we started turpentining again. Alger Sullivan too 75 [?] in
t he new conmpany, the naval stores conpany, and we got an experienced
turpentine man to run the operation and he had the other part of it.

He got 25% interest. But after 8 or 10 years we began to see these
turpentine faces — we first turpentined down to 9 inches. Then we went
up to 10. And the next year we raised the mnimumtree size to 12
inches. W tried to have the | ogging operations cone in and cut
everything that was turpentined. W had sone pretty woods after we got
through with it. W would sonetines have a storm we had two or three
bad cycl ones and that woul d change our operations. But it was ny
trouble to go ahead and tell the | oggers that next year we wanted then
to log over on this township or this over here. W would try to keep
the turpentine people just ahead of them But we run out of the
turpentine business in about 1927 or ’'28 and cl osed out the turpentine
oper ati ons.
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What was the reason for closing out. Dermand for naval stores was not
as great but was it al so because the operations were damaging to the
| unber ?

W were looking at it froma conservation standpoint. They organi zed a
$50, 000 conpany and | suppose they paid dividends of — well, not 10
times that, but it is possible. But you had to change, because of
stormy weat her or sonething, you had to change the | ocation of your

| oggi ng operations and you woul d | eave sonme stand. And you woul d go
back there and you would find sonme of it dry-faced. They would
turpentine under restrictions but old tinber would dry-face worse than
young tinmber and then fire would get in it and we would have trouble so
we just went out of the naval stores operations. W never did anynore

until World War Il there was a cry for turpentine and naval stores and
we ran about two years in alimted way. W permitted the son of the
ol d operator we had that knew turpentining pretty well, we got himto

come in and give him20 sonme odd crops and let himwork it for 3 years.
And we experinented all along. One year | wouldn't |let himput nore
than a cup on a tree on the theory, studying our |lesson all the tine,
on the theory that two cups would sap the tree nore than one cup woul d.
You woul d put a second cup on the tree but you would wait till you took
it off this side and put it around here. And you would increase the
output. W got nore out of it that way. W had an awful tinme here
with the governnent when they were trying to turpentine. They wanted
tolinmt you to so nmuch. The government got to butting into everything
they did over there and they would tell you you could put up so many
crops or they would say how you were going to do it and we told them we
were getting about 65 barrels to the crop and they didn’t believe it.
They were getting about 30 or 35. That was the limt with them

But they kept on regul ating?

Yes. They were regul ating.

Wien was that?

It was during the first World \War.
The first World War?

The first Wrld War. That went on for about a year. W used to |log

W th steam skidders. And they would just tear the woods all to pieces.
And the governnment don’'t deserve any credit for us quitting that. W
quit it ourselves. Then we got to using a ground skidder up beside of
the swanps. W would nove it to teans or tractors and then the trucks
came in and we gradually shifted froma railroad |ogging operation to a
truck | ogging operation. W tore up all our railroad. W finished
tearing it up about 15 years ago. Now we are trucking all together.

We haul some in logging trucks as high as 75 mles. You can go into
the woods with a truck and not do near the damage you do wi th skidding.
We just quit railroad hauling.

That was a conpany policy because of danage done to the woods?
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It was conpany policy. It's true Dr. Cary would see a tree skinned in
the woods — he was conservative. [|’'d lead themthe way in the woods
there dozens and dozens of times and there would be just he and M ss
Cerry and nyself in the woods. | always had enough to feed six if

there were three of us and enough to feed ten if there were five of us.
A d Doctor Cary would worry about that. He'd say, “Think of the poor

people in the world who didn't get enough to eat.” | reckon Alger did
the first thinning operation that was done in a conmercial way down
South. | had a picture. They took |I don’t know how many pictures of

us in about 1922 or '23. they cone up on us — we had 20,000 acres of
this Sullivan tract that had been creek | ogged and all the bald places
had cone up in long |leaf pine just as thick as could be. And | had a
dozen men | reckon out north of Flomaton about 10 or 15 miles and we
were thinning that stuff. There was no market for it; you couldn't use
it for anything. W just thinned it with axes. | started out by — and
| believe — can say with sonme nodesty that it was nmy idea — | would
take a dozen nen and go through and half thin it or alittle better
than half thin it and then the next year | would take on man that | had

trained and five himtwo nmen. | didn't have a large crew, | just |et
hi m go through the woods in a hurry and it didn't create so much litter
on the ground. | nade a little talk to the Congress once and said we

were going to have to approach this thing through the public schools.
That’ s where you are guarantee [..?]. W burn the woods down here and
al ways have done it and you are going to have to start with the
children for us to grow out of it.

It was a long tinme before you had any success with fire control.

Yes. It took along time. W tried a policy with the public. W
drafted a hunting pernit; we have anybody, white or black, that wanted
one a hunting pernmit. But cut off 30,000 acres over here and woul dn’t
let themhunt on it. They thought we were fixing to rent hunting
privileges and we had nore opposition than a little when we first
stopped them from hunting on that game preserve. Five years later we
opened it to everybody. Anybody could go in there who wanted to — for
2 days. W just opened it for 2 days. And then we had the public
solidly behind us. That preserve, | don't know just what they are
doing with it now A new concern owns it. They ran the mll on. They
didn't cut all of it but they finished as far as they were going on the
M chigan tract that belonged to the M chigan syndicate. It was a
peculiarly owned proposition. You would own this forty and your wife
woul d own that forty and nme and sonebody el se would own this forty over
here. | think it took some 40 or 50 nanmes on the deed to record the
owner shi ps together. They formed a syndicate. But they cane out of
there in 1923. we used to have our |ogging canps. You had to have a
pl ace for you nen to live and we had | oggi ng canps in the woods and
cooks. Men went out there on Monday norning or Sunday eveni ng and
stayed until the next Saturday evening. W had no wage and hours | aw
but we never did run but 10 hours. Al around us conpanies ran 11
hours and poked fun at us but we stuck to 10 hours until the |abor |aw
made us go to 8  The property | think was handl ed conservatively. |
reckon "'mthe first man that [..?]. M. Chaprman of the University took
pi ctures. Lightning would strike a tree and we would cut it down. W
couldn’t haul it and you couldn't eat it. W would harvest it and
later got to using it for cross ties.
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W would cut it down and trimit up and pile the brush. Then we got a

good market for crossties. | recollect one tine there at the end of
the year the boss saw an itemof 2 or 3 thousand dollars for stunpage
and crossties. | had sold the dead tinber, you know, and sal vaged

every bit of it. But | got that dead tree out of there to keep down
the bug damage. M. Chaprman saw one of those trees trimed up and it
was a sight to him He had never seen it. But we followed that. W
got pretty near everybody on that — we finally got the turpentine nen,
to where that — and this last 2 or 3 years turpentining we didn't |et
them burn the woods. They were very conscious of it. And we didn't
have rmuch fire. 1In these hunting permts we have out we restricted it.
If they burned we wouldn't |let them hunt any nore. W preached
conservation all along.

It was a policy of education?

Yes, of education. The permts we have out were restricted and if they
burned we wouldn’t et them hunt any the next year. W worked pretty
close with the T. R MIller Co. at Bremton and M. MMIlan. They had
policies that didn't always match but both were going for conservation.
I think MIler did the first planting. | used to have the idea you had
better take care — | told them at neetings that you had better take
care of what God Al mghty give you first. So that was the theory that

| followed. But we got to where we got real cooperation fromthe

nei ghbors before it was over with. Getting back to Dr. Cary, he would
come in and go out in the woods and talk to the nen. He attended al
these forestry conferences. He would lead you along. He would give
you a thought and let you think about it. Then maybe the next nonth he
woul d conme by and ask you what you thought of that suggestion. He
didn't drive you at all. But as | say he would cone down from above
bef ore he went down anongst the nmen. He was a useful man. He got over
hi s opinions and his ideas and he just had a way of approachi ng peopl e
and getting his ideas over to them Then he had a wonderful follow up
on them He had a little old book and he nearly wote a book full a
day. We would go out on a trip and he would wite a lot. Then six
mont hs fromthen he would pull out that sane little old book out and
read what you had said then. Even after he resigned they hired him
down at Gainesville where he died. Alger-Sullivan, T. R MIller and W
T. Smith | unber conpanies hired himfor 2 or 3 nonths a year just for 2

or 3 periods. | don’t remenber the exact dates. | could get it, it’'s
all in the record. But he would go out to the canp and stay a week or
two. | remenber one tinme in particular while he was under that

arrangenent he had already retired fromthe governnent but he would
come back and work with the people he thought well of. They paid him
for it. M. Early — there’s never been but one M. Earls — he died -
he called ne one day and said, “You know, Dr. Cary had an accident out
here.” He was out at the canp. He said, “He was wal king up the track
comng up to the canp here and he fell down and hit his head on a
rail.” | said, “Ddit hurt him” and he said, “No, it never hurt him
but it bent the rail.” They all liked him He was a |likable old cuss.
He stayed with these conpani es maybe a week at W T. Smith and on down
to T. R MIller and stay 3 or 4 days and then on down with us nmaybe 10
days. He usually stayed only 2 or 3 days when he was with the

gover nment .
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You used to go out with himwhen he went to the woods?

Ch, yes. In fact when we had a 250,000 acre tract to go over you could
just make one circle in a day around through it and | usually was the
chauffeur and M. Hauss and Dr. Cary and maybe M ss Gerry in the car
with ne.

Did M. Hauss go al ong too?

At first he had to go or else Dr. Cary wouldn’t go. He felt if | ain't
worth going with I ain't going. He was just that way. |If you were not
interested in himand if you didn’t have tinme to go with himhe didn’t
have tinme to bother going with nobody else. That was his theory.

After he had worked with us for 10 years why he would get in the car
with me and spend nmaybe all day today and work into the canp 80 niles
fromthe mll and spend the night and then we woul d work back the next
day. That's how | got to know himas well as | did.

Did you have sanple plots laid out?

Yes. Back in the beginning, back in the early 20s, we took as acre of
|l and up there and made 4 plots of it. W thinned one plot, good
thinning. W partially thinned one plot. W left one plot unthinned.
And we got records of all that stuff. Some plots were without fire
lines around it. W let it burn. Sone of it we annual burned and sone
of it we protected. W did a conscientious job and we tried to do a
good job and I think we did.

Did the conpany ever have a policy of controlled burning?

No. We never did. W did in the turpentine operations for anwhile. W
controlled burned. W would only burn at night or we would just spot
burn when it was so danp it wouldn't burn all over. W tried to keep
down hot fires. W had to do a lot of mssionary work with our nen.
This man, Earle, who was |ogging superintendent, if there was a rough
pl ace of a bad place to get to he would burn it off. He just had to
get it done. But we finally converted himand got himto where he
didn't want to burn. The conpany had a | oyal crew.

A |l ot depended on whether the crew were careful and fire consci ous?

Yes. If this crew were | ogging over here and they saw snoke over across
that branch over yonder they — used to nobody every thought of going to
it but we got themto where they would lay down their work and go ahead
and put out the fire.

Were very many snall operators in this nei ghborhood?

Yes, there were peckerwood nills, dozens of them W never had a solid
townshi p anywhere. Those little fellows, some of them we bought out.
We bought themif we could. | bought sonme 20 odd thousand acres just
to get it. Before this conservation cane in they would give you nore
for the tinmber on the | and and save the taxes than they would for the
land and tinber. But in tine |land proved to be a val uabl e asset too.



Whi t e:

Jones:

Wi t e:

Jones:

Whi t e:

Jones:

Whi t e:

Jones:

Wi t e:

-8-

These snall sawnmi ||l operators and the natives were pretty hard
to convince of the value of the extra effort you were putting into
conservation, weren't they?

Ch, yes. But it'’s like —it’s catching as the neasles as far as that
is concerned. A good farner paints his house and so his nei ghbor
paints his and it goes on. | renenber one distinct time up close to

Repton where that Sullivan division of the L & N Railroad was built up
there, Sullivan, had a ditch | og operation up there. They built that
railroad up to Repton which now belongs to the L & N They woul d t ake
a pine 80 feet fromend to end and they woul d get the best 50 feet of
it and | eave the balance right there. Wll, we cane in there and
started | ogging, particularly for the Foshee m |l in 1903 and we cut
them down to here. Then we cone back in there in 1928 and we cut them
down here. We would put a man on each stunp and take pictures of them

Was M ss Gerry doing any work here? Was she down here when you were
t ur penti ni ng?

Yes, she was down here when we were in the turpentine business. She
knew nore about what went on in a pine tree than anybody | ever saw.
I"ve heard her nake nunmbers of speeches. And |’'ve seen her with her
whole lap full of these chips they had cut off and she woul d anal yze
them put themunder a mcroscope. And she would take them back to
M nnesota with her

They nade quite a team didn't they, Dr. Cary and Mss Cerry?

Yes, they did. They worked together in harnony and what was of
interest to himwas of interest to her. |[|’'ve heard her once or twce
at conferences and there would be 50 busi nessnmen there, 50 | eaders in
that kind of work, and she woul d nmake addresses about what goes on
inside a pine tree. She knew it too.

Did Dr. Cary hold any small |ocal neetings around here?

No, he didn’t. | renenber one conversation | had with himabout a man
that lived up in Butler County that was in the Gvil War and came back
out in there. He was a rather shrewd kind of a fellow who got a little
money and |loaned it to the farmer’s for a nortgage on the place and he
used to own a dozen little farnms around in that country. He wouldn’t
sell you the tinber on a certain 40 or a certain 80 but he would sel
you a hundred off of it. They were selected. Dr. Cary was just as
interested in that as he could be. That was right down his all ey.

| certainly thank you, M. Jones.
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