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Hp Capry, will you tell me of Dr Cery's famlly?

The original feawily derlvation was <nglish, The first ancestor
come over to the lmasachusetts colony in the 1630ts John Cary,
And either s brother or a cousin, Miles Cury, went go Virginis
and started the Cary famlly in Virginia, Those wers the two
branches of the family in this country. ilong about dor 7 gener-
etions after in ilussschusetts two bLrotiers moved to downeastern
Maine sometime in the eurly 1800te. ine settled up inland at
Ceooper and ny unclels grandfuther, Celeb Cary, settled at Eaast
Macnhiss, He married a Sally Jones Tolbert, xumxwux Cary's

father was & business man in idast Hachlas, Maine, They lived in
the house which the original Caleb Cary buil% down therc I think,
The house dates from about 1308, Ilie uwos beorn and brought up in
that house, His mother wes a flret cousin of his father and &
daughter of tho dbrother who went to Cooper, luther Cary, Ther-
were two older children as I remember, who died falrly young.

Lie w=8 born in 1865 and my fakher wis 2 ye.rs younger, bormn in
167, I thimk there wus one later child who dled, S0 as they
grew up there weie only the 2 bréthers, Thelr mother died when
they were § or 10 years old, My grandfather married ageiln, The
lady he narried was screwhat of a soeial eiimber (you don't have
to put this in your thesis) but it lod to a disturbed household,
The story goes that my uncle started his hiphly individunlistic
caresr very early, Ie w:s In constunt rebelllon sgainst her
attempts to keei. him dressed up"in the pink" end = forth, So
that household sltuatlon whero he wes'nt too ha; ¥y as a boy in
his teens probably bhad some infliuence in sheping his character-
iatics in later 1life, because through college, although he was

8 brilliant student, he w.s somevhat of a lone wol#, His anti-
soclal charscterdatics were rrobavly an ffshoot of Zwxkxkewk
fxomizexkxmding some of that leck - £ understa ding as o boy,

He pgr-8uavcd from Bowdoin in 1587 at the hie d of his class.

His feother dled durding his college course so thut he and my Lathe
end the widow had o recconsble compitence to split between t ham,
They had sme money so th t they were recsénebly independent, I
don't huve the stotistlcs of the situation at th. .t time, I canfit
muote chapter ond verse but my uncle 1 belleve was an instructor
In college for sume of the following yeur, e studied entomology
at Johns ilppkins and Frinceton and o« croently in those few susw
ceeding yoars hias health bothered hin considersbly, even as o
younpg, man, in the late 1880ts and eirly 18%0ts, I don't know
whrt hils trouble wes, whether 1t wos just 2 nervous upset or whit,
He w:s troubled wlth insomnla some :nd at one stige, in the eurly
1890%s, the doctor recommonded he ¢ Ite cutaside vork where ho could
get physically tired end sleep, lie nctuaslly shipped on with & me
banks flshermen just to get vigorous cutside execreise and try to
overgome this insoamnia, I have a book hers, Did you ever see 1t?
1t covers an intcresting Intorlude and although 1t has recelved
scme ub.le notice it ls'nt widely lmown. But in 1892, I think
it w8 the summer of 1892, Bowdoin Collere orgsnized a scientific
expediti.n to Labrador,whithw.s then vretty well off limits. They
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naéd heard about thesme frmous folls of the Orand Hiver which ne
white man had made o recorded trlp to but was known through
Indien legends and so forth, In connection with this expedition,
which was to explore the fauna and natursl charncterlstice of

the Labrador post under the directl n of Professor Lec who was
hesd of the flerartment of blology ot the college and had already
had some experience with expeditlona(l will leave tue book wlith
you} that w8 rather a distinctlve uccoupliskment., There were
four of them on this expedition thrt sslled up to Labrador in this
Schoonor, They took two rangley bo.ts with them and undortook

to go up the Grond alver to discover these falls, O(ne of thenm
got an infection on the way up, an infected cut or scmething of
that sort, and two of them hed to turn back, My unele w 8 lecder
of this up-river exnedition an account of his experience In the
woods and in river work and he wnd another man named Cole kept

on goinge It was a terrifle trlp up the river and the boats were
roally not suited for xit tracking up those raplds, They would
heve been bettor off if they had had canoes, Dubt they mancged

to got up %o the foot of the canyon and they cached thelr boat
there and went some 20 miles through the woods up along the rim
of the sanyon and discovered the fulls, Thot Is & matter of
record, They left o record in & can ut the falls and 1t hss been
recorded by later explorers and ls a matter of complete record.
The canyon below the falla stlll boars the name of Dowdoin Canyomn,.
They pot back to their boat and they found that their campfire,
which they thought had been thoroughly ut out, had crept through
the peat and burned thelr boat, and & lurze part cf thelr supplies,
They were two hundred ¢dd milea from civlillzatlion there in the
middle of the babrodor wilderness, They managed to get thelr way
out by walknlg, bullding rafts to et down the river where they
eculd, Itve forpgotten just how long it w 8, 7They survived by
gotting & squirrel or two and o few Lu:lngs 1like that and with
what meagor sup-lies they had thoy finally resched & oint down
near Northwest slver at the mouth of the @rand Mver at rorcuvine
Cre k., There they found a trapper’'s cavin, & French:iCanadian by
the name of Joo lHichelin, I happen to have a lotter here from
Joe Michelin to Ur Cexy. They kept in touch over the yeazos,

This story you will find in seversl booke, Ilenry Van Dyke in

one of his bools had mentioned Uhils e iscde, He knew Joe Michelin
Therels another book, I think its Izrue liorth or socwe sush nome

as that, It 18 a rother fanocus :ccon.lishment in the annels of
exploration and from the view od hurdship and of escas from s
terrible prodicement 1t was reclly gquite cutsta ding, Tou will
find the whele story in thet ascecunt, writiin by zxa not one of
the men who went to the fells but by one of the men on the
schooney, They got down to the Uarthwest lver at the mouth of
the f@rand Miver Jjust at the .ast day the achooner would wait for
them, 50 that they got back all pripht

Now I'm not familior with euinctly when his interest in foresiry
began, 1 siuply db not know.

were there lumbermen in his fumlly?

Ho, there were no rofessional logsing apsrotors in the family,
That Is, that I know of, They lived in a lumbe. town, wers
brought up in a lumber town, luwdber or shiyping, so that thot
wos the maln livlihood of that _urt of the country st that time,



Fhites
Cuyy:

Whilte:
Cary:

White:

Caxyt

hitet

Caxy:

whilbos

Coxys

I

lle had spent a good deal of tiue-«i think his lone wolf char-
aoteriastics sort of lod bhix to go up inte the woods and into
the lumber ¢ mps quite a blt so thot he waa femilliar with that
kind of 1life but not srofesslonally engaged with lt,.

Dr Cary prided himself on hls own loneering splrit,

Well, he was & non-conformist, Ile .u8'nt locking for the oone
vential or proslac tyve of activlty anywhere,

Didint he have uncles who opercted lumber ¢ mps?

I dontt belleve a0, The uncles up Iln Cooper were farmers and
they »robably did a 11t le lumbering on the alde, wood lots and
gh:t sort of thing, but as far as convential luwber cpersztors,
no, There were none I know of, HRather than a direet family
connection with the industry it was Just the industry in the
country wvhere he w:ue brought up and therefore when he was looking
for o field, particulurly one that led him ontdoors, it probably
oceurred tc him,

e was s sof-taupht woodsman,

well, he had no formal trelngng, Lhere wus no professionsal
forestry at th:t time, He wis almost u 1loneer in the field of
professional forestry. Just where the Cerman trip came in I
dontt know, 1 have n. record of the exact sequence of sventu,
whether D started to work with the Serlin }Mills Co, and the

o, epators before he went fo Germeny or after I don't know. I know
his Germen trip wus ecrly in hils vorled cireer, I have'nt eny
thing on recoxrd to show Just whore ur how he got interested in
forestry but Fewlns in iids acoount brings out several contects
he made, One wos with sinchot and wlth Feimow, Fernow was ap-
parently the men who Influenced him ae much a8 anybody to get
into 1t, lle was veyry wuch on his own, Iie hud no particular
cloge casociates or confidenta, I remember wien 1 was a small
boy he used to visit our house ceensionally but he sient most of
his time in the woods, He would s end as tusch ag eleven months

e year in the woods, iy reeclleciions are distinetly fraguentery
over that area,

Did'nt his sojourms In the wouds semz very odd to his family
and acquaintancea?

Well, he loved it, 1 think 1t gave him the escape that he wanted,
e eould get -ut there and w.rk on hls own :nd in a cioneer field,
Apparently he did'nt accept the Gev.un curce t of forestry too
well but it did give bim idess of p ints of attack on foreastry.
ile wee always a proeticsl man rabther thin a thooriast, He never
velieved in Cfanoey theory dthout imowing how to make 1t work,

What buainess was his father in?

lle was a gtorskeeper ond 4 business wun cnd a shrewd investor,
One of his bases of confidence os rmeh 8 anything else was his
faith in Amerlcan pgreonbacks aftor the Civil wWor, hen the were
at a very subst ntial discount he would buy them up as fast as he
oould get thaa in the folth thuat they would be rodeemsd, And
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thoy were, 16 w 8 & shrewd Investor, I lLwve an inte estlng paper

me recentl : _
8 follow Just somb po rootn the il MBS.8R.SRPCHEtEOf B¥ Rgpd
iophias which a fellow found ond sent to me lnst winter, 1ts &
most Interesting document, It shows thot for those days he hod
a substantisl investment, when dollars wele wobth someting,.

Then Dr Cury had a fanily baekground in business, He admalred
business, Would you ssy he wes a pocd business mon,

There 1s & tsle thot he disslipated a large part of his competency
in unwise investmenta, In the field with which he wes famillar
he was 8ll right, UVhot happon&dgwms thit when he was a young man
end hod this Bhare of his father's cstute he was Invelgled into
investing into Floridas lemon groves, Lo wos shead of his time,
That mede him yretty sour on paper Investmonts and speculntion
of any sort, All through his 1ife afterr th. t he would have
nothing to do with thot type of imwestuen, He would assy," I
don't want pover, I wnet resl property.,” e was always leery
of business of that sort, be anlweys folt that blg bualness and
high finance wna a little bit on the evil slde and he w 8 alwnys
& believer in taggible property

WouRd the money left hinm have beon sufflelent to make him fine-
ancielly independent?

I think he lost most of 1t, iie would haove h:d probsbly an incoue
th.t in those deys he eoculd have got clong on, He probably would
have h:d 3 or I thousand dollars o year, That wos & pretty good
income in these days, Iut batwa?n dispipating some of his cap~
158l and losing some of it I don ¢ think he accurmilobed ever much
property during his 1ifa, IHe had some Income, And he wns the
kind of fellow that just refused to worry sbout those things any-
way, ihe last thing he cuied sbout wus armasing a : ersonal fore
tune, All of his invastments ond business actlviitles were dipe
scted more towsrd roving some theory of forest nunagement or
salvaging waste lands or something «f that sort,

He svent the winter in the South uné usnt north in the sumsr,
How did he occupy hig time in Hulne?

He maintulned hile resldence at Urunswick, Heine,., through all his
1ife I think, I don't think he w8 over o resident of the South.
I think he mcint. ined his votlng residence and his leg. 1l residemce
in Bruneswick, kaine, ho maintalned a room there ond smnt a good
deal of the suwmier there, OFf courso he uwrs writing a good deal.
I romember 28 o younssioer 1 usod to 8 ond swseers with him occas-
lonally, when I wns o boye along avout 1906 to 110,'12, when he
wag abt B rvard end clong in thet cerlqd, He was writing his book
during thot time, le would usunlly get o contract during the
aurmer going to the woods :nd training ticber crulsing one:ations
in Meine ond that sort «f thing, I used to go up theic with hin,
working on those survey crews, Also one surmer 1 romember hs was
writing the first edition of his ncminl, I t.ped the first manuye
script, I have'nt the sllightest idea how rich he mnade out of

his mermal, I dontt think he m:de uny fortune out of 1t but he
rrobably got some income, Although 1t wns issued in many edition:
t1 was'nt the sort of book to men a fortune in royaltias,
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You mentioned his illness as & young man, Did thet contimue?

I don't think he w.s ever a well nan, lis hesith w s never pare
tioularly good, He was a prretty high strung Individunl and he
worried and fretted and his rathor lonc wold lif'e probably ahows
that, 1 krow thet when he wes ab llcreord, us 1 recollect, he
seemed to be as well &8 he wos at any tine, He enjoyed taaching
the boys.sEpxx lie got o kiek apperently cut of teaching them,

He had sort of & natural flalr to seo these boys couve clong,

1 san remcmber hls enthuslcsm in those daya, That wos one of the
Tew things I ever saw him onthusl stic . bout, He was & rupgred
individusl - hysieolly, He h:od a reput.tion of getting through
the woods like nobody slse, They tell uastory of a FPrench«Cansdian
up in the HMuine woods who was bragping one time of how he could
got throupgh the woods, that Austin Cury ecculdint welk him off his
fecte S0 they sent hin ocut with hin one day and at the end of the
day he cane dragging buek into ecunp souewhere in the rear, They
asiced him," hotls theo mattor, cculdint you keep up?" He said,
i1e1l, that fellow he Just run up hiil cnd jump down."” 3o he
did rur his legs off, lHe ran thoe legs off that ¢ld Frenche
Gan-dian, I think he suffered from norvous tensions somewhut
during his life, o didint toke opjrosition ensily cnd from his
unconvonticl s proaeh to & Lot of things he was in confliet with
a lot of peorle cqulte a bit of the time, He ..ud o constant Jjob
of reconclling his personel vhilosophy to the buresuscratic
rhilosphy of the bureau, 4And he novor did althoggh he hod to
rogtrein himeelfl to some extent, Ils mmln vwrpose wis smewhut
at vurlance with the officl. 1l ideas,

How much do you rocall of hie marriage?

i remember prectically nothing at all, A% thot time I wus living
in lew Jersey, I think, YHe had been out in the West ut Misasoula
and on the west cosst :nd as 1 remomber the notlce came through
thet ho wag Just geolng to be married wr hud been married whthout
vny warning at all, ‘e didint unmow ke h-d any intentlions of
doing 1t, It happoned sc sufdenly thx-t neither . nor my mother
of futhey evor saw thom ot there during thet brief morryied
period, I do know her nume wrs seiln Chisholm and she had been
brought up in Gost lachlos and tho logend is that she w-s one of
his few boryhood swaetheurts, le i . alweys been sort of a soclal
naverick, Lven in 8ollepe Lie glucly oschowed all soelesl affairs
and so forth, 50 his werricge w 8 & gomplete sur-rise to the
rest of his fonily, I don't lmow 1f he knew she w-s on the west
coast before lhis went there on Just mot heor there by & once,
Certuinly there hrd beon no continous contoet, I h:d never he._rd
him mention her, “he dled of tuberculosis us I understand, that
she h d h-d 1t ~nd they thourht it hud beon eloared but afte: her
morrloge she relapaed and it corriced hor off,

Did he discuss his -olitieal ond ceonomic viows with you and
otner mnembers of the family to an extentt

Ob yes, he w & quite free to talk f course about it, Do you
have a draft of thaot lettor he w: g going to send to i'resident
itoosevelt? Th t ws ulte & plain spoken nlece, I can recocllect
i really had o lot of admirvation for the s.und he took at that
time, I thought th:t for m the stund;oint of a sincere objective

e e
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approach ond present: tion of his roirt of vlew it was a grest
piece of work,

+h t wa Dr Cary'a relotion to Jol Greeley?

Groeley was in uy unele's c¢lass ut Horvird and he came to know
and like Greelyy, lie hod on admiration for his talents and
belloved thut Greeley shored his views of forestry and the » rt
the govermment should play in foreutry, He haped that Greeley
would be & companion in aryms in his crus-de, He nhod tremendous
hopos for Grecley but hoe w nted those hopes to be reulized in his
own vattern, e suffcored s deen disarrolnt when, in his opinlon,
Groeley went over to the enemy, !lo wustnt too tolorant,

Vas ho subjecl ot anger?®

Yo, he would pot exaspercsted, I would szy, But he was'nt o man
vho would go Into angor over controversy, It was more a question
of disapncintment ond frustration, I've never hecard him say ony
thing bitter about fellowa, He p:ived his seve:est criticlism for
the out a«nd out buresucrst and they reeclly pot under his skin,

Did he koep close tles with hls omily?

Ye and my father were clways very close, They correspondsad
repualrly and he used to wislt down home whenever he eould end
there was clw-ys a c¢lose and cordlsl rel-tlonship, Hy fother
wss the heud of & 1ittle country Lunk down thore in Maine until
he moved to0 .ortland 1in 1912 snd bhe w s proesident of the - ortland
Bank until his retirement, Dr Ciry hid quite & row elose friends
up thore. e wus gssoclated wikh Deering over u«t licllis, Maine
in & lumboer oner:tion thoere, ITecring was probably the cioseat
gsgoclste and friend of his, 4 wacn numed dones in Bungor, who
wcs hend of the Internitlonal +«u.eor Companies forectry work, was
a eclose agsociute of hils and he h « e:me friends among the younger
fellows, JTheie wis & young fellow who wns o groducie of the U,of
Heine who wre sort of a nrotegoc of him, Il nalnizined hls econe
neetions and sentimontally he always bolonged becouse he m intaine
his residonce up thore, Ie wes slweys close to the college, In
fact the beautiful stand of pine therc at Dowdoln now iy a good
deal of it the result of his work, It evouidint Le there now 1f
1t had'nt been that L0 or 50 years ogo wy uncle deeided on pro-
iecting and ploanting thet land end foftting the grouht stated on
te

Do you vecall vhy he grve up techhing?

Lo, 1 dontt remombor, A8 far a8 1 .now there w.s no unpleasontne
thers, It w.8 about the time ho went Into the buresu, NFe, he
left lioyvord to tuke the Job et liov York, He took that job and
thet really broke him because he waa cimpletely a fish out of
woter In thot politlical atmosihe:e. lio had no sympathy at sll
with the basis on whiech tho  ublie lunds were aet up which was
that you could'nt touch a stlieck, It wos on administrative job,
iil® wus n stile comalssicner, He had a bilg foncy office in the
capitol bullding and he was completely a fish out of weter,

He jJust hoted to deal with thoso ,olitlclond and &1l thot rigging
golng on, Lo wented to got out und deul with the lumbermen but
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he couldint do it, I think th ¢ w.8 .robably the pwectest stress
he wis oxposed to all his life, lie Just proctically went out on
his onr because ho could'nt get nlong with them at «1l, It did'nt
last more thin part of a yoar I think, I know I visited him in
Albany at the time he held th ¢ Job and he w s In o resl stoto 6f
dither at “h:'.t time, le resimmed from th-t job, It was just s
hopeless position. then i think he went down un the Iiludson ilver,
down at Yest .oint and stayed with o doctor down there for o while,
lis he 1lth w.s asbhot after th:.t experlence In Albany, He lost his
confidence, lle was ocmotlonally upsot, He felt he had been a
follure nd I think th-t hurt him very seriously, Le spent some
time with this doctor friend down there to get back on hi s feet,
pom there he accopted the govermment bureau of forestyy ap oint
i’mnt.

How did ho seem to o2l about Lhe Sotuhly

Capletely enthuslastic about 1t, le hud sven the lumber industry
in every n~:vt of tho c.untry, low -ngl.end, the Lule 3tutes, and
the lorthwest, 4nd when he visited the South end suw i1ts possl-
bllities i can remember him saylng wuy baok there, muybe in 1920
or 8o, thut he was convinced thit with efflielent forest management
the Jotuh eoculd su» ly thoe timber needs of the United Stutes in
peri.itulty, th t there wus no luce yvuere timber eculd be grown

48 & crop .8 1t could bu arnwn in the Louth,

Ad he ex resg «n oplnion on the peuv:le, the operciors and thelr
attitude?

liell, he wasyretty ocutsponen st scue of thelr slovonliness but

he liknd them -orsonally, IXmxkskwx He 1obebly cre ted the

gro test oeracnul loyalty down thers Lie 2id anywhere Leeouse he
met then on thelr own rround and tho:¢ was no stuffed shirthsm
abcut him ot all, Althaugh he disa~reod wlth them snd could argue
with thom uwnd fuss with thom stlll thef rnet on ¢ lovel of mutual
respect, which wrs stronger thoro thun onywhore else pessibly,
That philoaOphy of his wus onoc of the most striking th ngs of his
whoia carecr 1 think, L@ never deserted 1t and never lost faith
in 1¢,

‘Thanlke you for thils Inf maation, i v,



