Forest History Society Issues Series

The Issues Series published by the Forest History Society are booklets that bring a historical context to today’s most pressing issues

in forestry and natural resource management. FHS invites authors of demonstrated knowledge to examine an issue and synthesize

its substantive literature. The Issues Series—like its Forest History Society sponsor—is non-advocacy. The series aims to present a
balanced rendition of often contentious issues. They are attractive, informative, and easily accessible to the general reader.
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AMERICAN FORESTS

A History of Resiliency and Recovery

by Douglas W. MacCleery

Many of today’s forestry debates hinge on “how
much there is” and “how much there was.” American
Forests documents the changes our nation’s forests
have experienced from colonial times to the present.
It presents a baseline for discussion. Included in this
58-page text are the extent of U.S. forests prior to
European settlement; native American peoples’
effects on the forest; population and agricultural
expansion; uses of the forest for fuel, ironmaking,
transportation, and expanded lumber production;
and early conservation efforts. It contains 13 pho-
tographs and 18 figures and graphs. Four-color cover.

FOREST PHARMACY

Medicinal Plants in American Forests

by Steven Foster

The identification of taxol as a potential cancer fight-
ing compound highlighted American interest in
plant-derived medicines. The bark of the Pacific yew,
a relatively neglected though not rare tree, is the
source for taxol. Once scientists discovered taxol’s
effect, the need for a sustainable supply of the raw
material became clear. The balance between
resource extraction and human benefit took center

stage. This booklet identifies 120 trees, herbaceous
plants and shrubs listed for their medicinal values.
Another 14 plants are discussed in detail including
ginseng, goldenseal, passionflower, mayapple, blood-
root, and others. Contains 17 photographs and 4
tables. Four-color cover.

NEWSPRINT

Canadian Supply and American Demand

by Thomas R. Roach

Newsprint documents the growth of the Canadian
newsprint industry and its traditional reliance on
U.S. markets. In more recent years, significant mar-
ket shifts, a strong Canadian dollar, and environ-
mental concerns have brought newsprint’s future
into question. The author discusses export restric-
tions and tariffs; government intervention, the
changing structure of Canadian forests; interna-
tional competitiveness and new approaches to fiber
production. The 56-page volume includes 19 color
figures and 7 tables. Four-color cover.

AMERICA'S FIRES

Management on Wildlands and Forests

by Stephen J. Pyne

Fire is at the heart of many forest health and sus-
tainability issues being discussed today. Written by

the authoritative expert on the subject, this book-
let documents the extraordinarily successful twen-
tieth century campaign to prevent and suppress
wildland and forest fires. Ironically, this fire exclu-
sion has altered ecosystems in ways that increase
forest susceptibility to fires and also to insect
attacks. Healthy forests in America require fire. At
the same time urban expansion into wildland areas
has caused logistical nightmares in fighting wild
fires. The result, in some cases, has been saving
individual homes while fires rage on to destroy
valuable timber and recreational resources.
Contains 18 photographs and 21 maps and figures.
Four-color cover.

FOREST SUSTAINABILITY

The History, the Challenge, the Promise

by Donald W. Floyd

Sustainability is at the forefront of resource discus-
sions today. This booklet suggests that forest sus-
tainability on a global basis is a distant, worthy, and
perhaps unobtainable goal without significant
changes in technology and human population con-
trol. Forest Sustainability presents a historical con-
text to the subject that helps the reader understand
the nuances of this rapidly evolving topic. Contains
83 pages, 22 photographs, and 11 figures and graphs.
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