
DEWITT NELSON 
RESOURCES CONSU LTANT 

L IC ENSED F ORESTER NO. 131 

2844 CORABEL LANE 
SACRAMENTO, CA.95821 

PH ONE <9 16> 482·2~ 

J anuary 5 , 1978. r!AJ 
1 

near ea r l = . '(~{17 
Happy New Year l The .fol lowing i s in ref e r ence t o our long time f r i end Os car 
Eva ns. The man who all remembered. I know noonu who processed more neophi t e 
f ores ters or about whom more stori es were t old. I didn ' t hav~ the pleasure 
of working for him but I got t o know him wel l i n l a ter years. 

I n spit e of this the f i r s t man of t he Fores t Service of whom I heard was Oscar. 

It was i n t he spring of 1920. I was enroll ed in Ani mal Husbandry at I owa 
State University . North orr t he campus was a wooded area . bott om-land of the 
Skunk Ri ver. It wa s known as North Woods. That was w: .er e the students · had 
their picni s and "blanket parties". 

On a cool s pring Satur day I was wal king in t he North Woods . I came on to a ·~ . 

camp f i re with a half dozens f ellows s i tting around it. I joi ned them. They 
were Fores t r y student s . One, Chet Martin, had spe nt t he pr evious summer 
crui sing timber f or Oscar on the Plumas National For est.Most of the hour or 
so I spent with them was listeni ng to Chet t e l l st~ries about Oscar Evansc 
I don' t remember the storiesbut that was my f i rst exposure to Forestr y a nd 
Fores ter s . I ' ve enjoyed the exposure ever since o 

******************* 

In 1929 sf se~ved as Camp Mama.gar f or t he Paul P. Pitchlyn (Training Officer ) 
Tra i ning Camp.at the Feat he r Ri ver Experiment Station near Quincy. There was 
a t wo stor y Staf f House in whi ch visiting Instr uctor s sl epto Oscar Evans was 
a Visit ing Instructor for a few days. One mor nig a number of us were sitt ing 
a round t he fire pl ace waiting for the br eakfast bell to r i ng . Soon we hear d 
a clomping on t he s t a irs and Oscar came down hurriedly t i eing hi s neckt i e 'On 
t op of one he had al ready put on. He got a laugh out of it t ooc 

* *****~*********** _ ... 
In l a ter years , af ter r etirment Oscar rel i gously a t t ended the National 
mee t ings of the Soci ety of American Forosters . 

Oscar like t o tal k t o peopl e . On these trips he traved by Greyhound bus by 
day and s t opped over night in a ma j or city enroute . He a~ys had i nteresting 
s tories t o tell about the people he met e nroute . 

*** * ~***** ***** *** .... . 
'' ill; ' 

Os ca,r was a rigied dis cipinarian and I gues s you could al l hime a char acter. 
He toler a ted no hanky- panky or sl oppy work . Those who wor ked f or him never 

t~Hft0~eM~~i~ydf3~wa{~e f!~st ~~~ tt~fi~5rkgdtfb~ iR0~~eh~.S~h,gr~~i0sg~~ice. 
In Memor y of Os car Evans . 

DeWi t t Nel son. 
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Here are some tid bits about Oscar Evans. You probf1bly r~ceived Christmas 
cards from him but like me threw them away after a respectable time. Today 
I received the enclosed from Mary Jackman .Mary is one of t '1e grand "ol d- timers" 
1~e were together on the Trinity in Weaverville back i h t he 20 ' s . From t here 
she went to the R.Oo and later to t he Solicitors office. She had much more 
foresight and saved these unusual cards. They must tel l something about Oscar 
but I am not sure what. I think they would make great additions to the 
book you are putting together about him. 

T real ly a ppreciate the great amount of thought and art in these one must 
exami ne t he detail under a magnifying class. I n the lower l~ft hand corner 
of the blue one there is a name , if you can mHke it out, which might indicate 
who t he artist was . He might have been a U S D S delineator. 

Hope you can use them. 

cc Mary Jackman. 
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