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TRUE TALES

Notice to all Oscar Evans cruisers of the 1930's etc. Phil P
Haddock "34" is writing up the story for the 1980 issue of C.F.

Send your true tales or embellished anecdotes or outright exag-

gerations to him at 4620 W. 2nd street, Vancouver V6R-ILI, British
Columbia.
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Juhe 9, 1280

Mr., Phil Haddock
4620 W.2nd Ave.

Vancouver V_R-ILI
British Columbia

Dear Fhil:

Dennis Teeguarden's appeal has taken me up into
the attéc to see 1f I could lay my hands on pictures
taken on our memorable summer '36 outing with Oscar
Evans. I struck out and called Fred Weavers wife AND
his collection came up short also.

Fred and I spent the first six weeks of that summer
with Dr., Kittredge on the San Dimas watershed assisting
in the collection of litter, leaves,snakes etc. Wwhile
developing an appreciation of the dedication of that mah,

At the end of that tour of duty and with our pockets
bulging with money saved? Kit drove us to Stockton on his
way back to Berkeley, dropped us off at the @reyhound
Depot and we headed for Jackson.

We booked into the Natlonal Hotel and were given a room
over the Veranda taklng in the spectacular view of the
main street. But remember that in 1935 Jackson still was
a wild little burg still being run by an &n old school sherriff,
{sic). We spent Saturday and Sunday in the town and on
Monday, promptly at nine as agreed, Oscar drove up in a
U. S. D. A. 1932 €evvy truck. Cur trip to camp via 88
to Lumberyard Ranger Station was filled with do's and donts
with plenty of emphaslis on a full days work and care of
Government property, patticularly the trucks.

So we were cautioned about straddling boulders!

And will you belleve that as we pulled off the road
at Lumberyard, Oscar strddled a boulder perfectly and
wiped out the crank case on the truck., Fred and I got Hell
for nt yelling to look out for it.

We got a 1ift to camp and were agsigned a tent under an
apple tree in a deserted'permanent'cow camp on Beaver Creek
Just East of the roads fording.that creek.

After lunch prepared by the world's greatest cook,
Mrs., 2Zinke,if memory still serves me, Oscar took Fred and
me out to see what we could do and to0ld us to meet him at
an appointed place at 5.P. M. So we did our thing and
in the intérest of being prompt we were waiting for him
with chaln rolled, stick and compass in hand. Once &again
we got Hell for stopping before % O'clock.



He checked our work and quite casually asked if we
crooseed an area with rock outerop., Admittedly we had
and again were reminded that it was a no no and to impess
us he stated that " That Rock Wes As Plain As & Goat's
Ass Going Up Hill", and had to be noted on our maps.

I wonder, Phl}l, 1f you have used that expreselion as
often as I over the years for it never falls to bring a
laugh.

I regret the absence of pictures for I'm at a loss
to know who shared camp with us. I'm certain Bill Berry
was there, _Also Ted Atwood. Fill me 1n 1f you can,

Trust you will allow for the typing errors and any
spekling errors relate to the speed of my typing, not
my forestry training. Nice "talking to you'.

Sincerely,

Bill Barthold '37
1176 Walnut St.
San Carlos, Cal, 94070
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1050 Lydia Lane
Placerville, Ca. 95667

Phil Haddock

4520 W, 2ad St,
Vancouver V6R-ILI,
British Columbia

When I learned that you were planning to write about Oscar and his boys
it charged memory battery. After fomr field periods and a winter in the
RO with have many recollections and happy memories, lMyde# term include
ed "33 - '41, Some of my friends in the P'ville area also spent time with
the crews, Andy Schmidt and Archie Shukle recall some happenings too.

Before sendinz items to you, I have a coliple questions: When is your
deadline for submission? Have you contacted Carl Wilson who had started to
write Oscar's story? Do you have a directory of all the people who worked for
him during the may years? Have you prepared anything that you could send out
as a starter?

Archie and I have some photos and diary items which might be useful, Ve
may be able to locate others in the area who are on the "list",

Please write soon giving as mugh information as you can because, as you
can tell, I would like to contribute my fair share to the project.

Sincerely,

ANHezen o
Eugene L Thomes

" (Gene"
Cal '40



S
. L

_,_.Qﬂmmwe, o e i x o b Tinued storvY,

- ghief of »norty was Jack 4 bcnell‘mnd Uscar Hd@ recently kod a
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.7ﬁr. Eurene Ly Thomas
1050 Lydia Lone

laogerville, | - | :!
Colifprnic 95667 | :

Def?.r G‘em.

I have your letter , undated, but post marked 20th June,
It arrived on the 26th, or thereabouts ‘while I was on o field trine
I should note th:t there was scuet’ing of a mis-understending zbout
this so= called assisrnment of nminee I h.ﬁhn'ﬂ understood it the way
Bi’l Gerson had- 7re what he thought I was w1111n~ $0 tackley
However, I h-ve o half dogen or so codtrlutticns t0 date- yﬁurs 7
is he 1atest and I'l¢ have auite = iocbh %o try to weuve 'hem torcthy’
i-t0 & eohe rent wiole, How I'11 be able to do it thovegh by the |
deadline I have Ffor Pill for this year's "California Forester™ I
den't kmoews If I et many more it just wonlt hanyen this year _
becau s BEUYY OB ddr e Med _[u;.maxe I‘Sﬂ?}' in delivery ties theae Mk
df:lyec ‘ |
“hhs- Bill su geets he may want to nost one the Oscar vans
aga the 1951 issue o Dut= I'1l de what I con o Yes I do hav »
ﬂuch terl 1 re the dlroctcry of neonle who worked for Uscar wnlchr
Poul Cas 1ajnn'sent to nes If worst ccies to worst re my ahilitieq

v L a0 AU oSt DOV YA PR 2o M
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Yes, I Inow about Carl Wilson's e Torts, but underetand he
gent &l his matericl in to the Forest }istory Society- 101 hapﬁ
"roy ¢ Seve al necnie have sent we eupies of whet they had given to

*

ﬁia’ earlier,

This could develong¢ into f=r more of z"project™ than -3 can
do justice to &t this dist nce- ond am full of trenidaticne at wh?t
ney gseem my audacityv— from the srnounccment Bill mut into the
issve of shat news nailing, Ac I said it was much more than I Dborw
eoined for-- ag I hld cnlryeintended to give hi semething froa o
my dicrvy off that suumer r of 24 I snent on. cne of Oscar ‘s crewg=' -
but it wes not a ’Wor’-l" cann for Ogcar vios *t there mogt €f
the tine= but with the Klamath ezmp instead= ‘¥ in S,Fe 7 Ouxr =

fa'l ing out with Jock on "~ersinal matters so didn't spend bt il
a few duays with ve all sum erxr} | o

' Anviowe vou nighi prengare what you have and hold
it vntil vou he r frol me or Bill Gerson= or send it directly
to him= whichever vou prefer..Tbeve ign't much ti e now considering
the mail service as I said, BPut-- I'n not geing to renege sinuce =
it mey be my #ult Bill thought I was willing to take oan the job;

S0rry to seem so ambivalent and confusing » out thatt's

the way I feel}

Sircerel  yours,
| | Phil Haddoek | SRE e e
4620~ Wost 2nd Aves o i LW
Vancouver, VER- 11 BT S
.B4Co  Canada ' - R
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
2075 WESBROOK MALL
VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA
V6T 1W5

MacMILLAN BUILDING August 13, 1980
FACULTY OF FORESTRY B

Dr. Pete Stein
Executive Secretary
Torest History Society
10G Corz2l Street

Santa Cruz

California §5060

U.S,
Dear Dr. Stein,

My old friend Carl Wilson has requested that I send tec you
some material I have received rezarding *he late COscar Evans. EHe
has already forwarded to you some of ths material I have received,so
+npwe may be some d"ﬂicat*on in what I am sending, You zlso have,

T think, a small item or so I contributed through Carl some time ago.

In connection with my interest in the California Alumni TForester,
I was in corresovondence with the editor of that annual publication, M
Bill Gerson of 11529 Willow Valley Rd. Nevada City, CA. 95959. Du= to
a mlsunj§3§=a*d*rg, Bill got a notice out through the Pres. of the Alumni
Foprestry, that I was going to write up the Oscar Zvan's Story ! I couldn'T
correct the thing in time; wRll anyway I receivad the "new" (?) stuff
enclosed, Some of us knew that Carl had been working on the project, but
through ancther misunderstanding, we figured he'd given up the job, and
turned it over to the F.H.S. Since, I have learned better. However,
the Cal. Alumni Foresters' interest, as you can understand, is in the
fact that so many of Csear's erews were U.C. forestry studnﬂ?s or gradu~
ates. I have sent to Bill Cerson 2 ccmpilation-surmmary of what I have
recaived, but I 4o not know how much of it he wil™ try tc use for the
California Alurmi Forester. In any svent , it cannot be as comorehensive
as what I think you are undertaking- e 1t wen't be a "scoop" of
yonr work, if Bill publishes sove of the more ukcice anecdctes,

3
s
(&
—
o
Q



August 22, 1980

Dr. Philip G. Haddock
4620 West 2nd Ave.
Vancouver, B.C. VR 1Ll
Canada

Dear Dr. Haddock:

Pete Steen has passed on to me your letter of August 14 regarding Oscar
Evans. Thank you very much for the additional material you enclosed
with vour letter.

There is another misunderstanding afoot. It has gotten about that we
are working on a bicgraphy or study of Oscar Bvans; we are not. We
are keeping all the material that you and Carl Wilson and others have
sent us cof course. So there is an archive off Oscar Evans. Probably
the best place for the collection is the Bancroft and eventually we
will abproach them about it. We will talk to Carl first though.

Thank you once again for your contribution.

Sincerely,

Mary Elizabeth Johnson
Librarian



5/31/80
Hi Phll:
Inderstand you are doing = mething on Oscar Evans
Tor the Cal Foresters, Maybe what is beslow will be of interest

if you don't have it coversd,
Dave Dresbach tells me you are well and still busy

in Vancouver, Recall with pleasure the days when we did the
haywire orchestra bit. Good Luck. Dick Wilson %(]/Zﬂifﬁé?

One summer morning when Oscar's crew was on the
Modoc, one of his trainees made the mistake of qualifying his
compliment on how great the chow was, "Breakfast would be
even better if milk were served." That remark earned -the
aspiring forester the bottom spot on Oscar's garbage list.
That was the same summer that Oscar heard about the Stanford-
Binet test and gave it to his crew to confirm his own good
judgment of who the winners and losers were....fou guessed
the results and cand raw your own inferences, While Oscar
tried to forget all ababt Stanford-Rinet, the top-scoring
trainee endured through the summer, then wandered far afield

from the timber to a job as a CPA where he could enjoy milk

every morning,
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LIas "
2, Menlo Park, CA 94025
June 6, 1980
Dear Phil,

In 1929 I was on Oscar Evans'crew. We were cruising timber
around Parker Meadow on the Seocuoiza Forest zbout 10 miles east
of Californiz Hot Springs and the Yule Range station.

Wwhat I remember of that summer may not be of any value to you
but for what it is worth, here it is.

Charlie was our first cook. After several weeks the loneliness
w2s too much for him. However he made the mistake of resigning
in front of the whole crew one breskfast time. Oscar's response
was, "That's all right Charlie,I was going to let you go anyway.
You're no cook. You might make a good blacksmith but you are no
cook!

Poor Charlie was crestfallen. But on the way down to the .
ranger station with the paek train he told us that Oscar had come
to him after the crew had left and told him that he should have
come in private to resign instead of doing it im front of the
crev.,

Some of the work was at a considerable distance fromthe camp.
Several of us had discussed the advisability of using a spike
camp. Charles Beardsley, from U. of Minnesota and later a
district ranger on the Pahoe forest, commented to Oscar that he
thought 2 spike camp might bea good idea.

Oscar flared up and told Beardsley in no uncertain terms that
he was running the czmp. But Beardsley quickly saved himself by
saying he knew who was running the camp and just meant that he
would be willing to work out of a spike camp if Oscar decided
to esgstablish one.

Oscar struck up acquaintance with a2 widow and her teenage

; daughter staying at the California Hot Springs Hotel. Oscar

| invited them to come up to our camp over the week end. Camp

] policing was extensive in preparation for the visit., A special

| tent was set up for the guests. Rest room facilities for them

| consisted of a shovel placed in fromt of the tent z2nd instructions

| that when necessary to take the shovel =nd wander off into the

| brush.

J As I remember it, we were 21l quite busy that week end with

. our weekly chores such as washing clothes and Oscar had to do all

| the entertaining of the guests.

=~ The crew that year was extra large. It was planned to use
most of the crew for about two weexss on a Logging- Mill-Study at
Standard, near Sonorsa. We were transported in Oscar's Dadge
van.in wnich there was no access or co ication between the
driver and the van occupants. Oscar insisted that the curtain
be pulled down and fastened shut from the outside to prevent fumes
from getting inside. The back of the van was not a pleasant place to
be{¥ding around the curves down to Porterville. Por one with
clausterphobia it was a real torture chamber.

Going to restaurant with Oscar was always an experience. His
loud running comments about the food 2nd the service were usually
crude enough to make one want to crawl under the table.

' Pifty years may have dimmed some of my memory on some of the
ldetails of that summer with Oscar. But the above is as I remember

t1%.

Sincerely, féig%’
Willzard B. Tallmon
U v30
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