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TRUE TALES 

MAURICE 8. NICHOLS 
220 LYNDHURST AVE. 

BELMONT, CALIFORNIA 94002 

Notice to all Oscar Evans cruisers of the l930's t Phil 
Haddock II 34 II is writing up the story for the 19 80 iss e cf C F 
Send ~our true. tales or embellished anecdotes or outr~~h~ ex~g~ 
gerati~ns to him at 4620 W. 2nd street Vancouver V6R- ILI 8 ·t· h 
Columbia. ' , ri is 
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Mr. Phil Haddock 
4620 W.2nd Ave. 
Vancouver V R-ILI 
British Coltimbia 

Dear Phil: 

(A.I 

c; 

,I./ .n. "71 
'7"' t/z~/p 

Juhe 9, 1980 

Dennis Teeguarden's appeal has taken me up into 
the attic to see if I could lay my hands on pictures 
taken on our memorable summer 1 36 outing with Oscar 
Evans. I struck out and called Fred Weavers wife A~~ 
his collection came up short also. 

Fred and I spent the first six weeks of that summer 
with Dr. Kittredge on the San Dimas watershed assisting 
i n the collection of litter, leaves,snakes etc. While 
developing an appreciation of the dedication of that mah. 

At the end of that tour of duty and with our pockets 
bulging with money savedl Kit drove us to Stockton on his 
way back to Ber keley, dropped us off at the ~reyhound 
Depot and we headed for Jackson. 

We booked i nto the National Hotel and were given a room 
over the Veranda taking i n the spectacular view of the 
main street . But remembe r that in 1935 Jackson still was 
a wild little burg still being run by an ~n old school sherriff. 
( Sic) . We spent saturday and SUnday i n the town and on 
Monday , promptly at nine as agreed , Oscar drove up in a 
U. s. D. A. 1932 ·eevvy truck. Our trip to camp via 88 
to Lumberyard Ranger Sta tion was filled with do's and dont~ 
with plenty of emphasis on a ful l days work and care of 
Government property, pa~ticularly the trucks . 

So we were cautioned about straddling boulders! 

And will you believe that as we pulled off the road 
at Lumberyard, Oscar strddled ·a boulder perfectly and 
wiped out the crank case on the truck . Fred and I got Hell 
for nt yelling to look out for it. 

We got a lift to camp and were a ssigned a tent under an 
apple tree in a deserted 11 permanent11 cow camp on Beaver Creek 
just ~ast of the roads fording,that creek . 

After lunch prepared by the world's greatest cook, 
Xrs . Zinke,if memory still serves me , Oscar took Fred and 
me out to see what we could do and told us to meet him at 
an appointed place a t 5 .P. M. So we did our thing and 
i n the i ntdrest of being prompt we were wai t ing for him 
wi th chain rolled , stick and compa ss in hand . Once again 
we got Hell for stoppi ng before $ O'clock . 
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He checked our 1·:ork and quite casually asked if we 
crooseed a n area with rock outcrop. Admittedly we hfid 
and again were reminded that it was a no no and to impess 
us he stated t hat " That Rock Wa s As Plain As A Goat's 
Ass Going Up Hill", and had to be noted on our maps. 

I wonder, Phii, if y ou have used that expression as 
oft en as I over the years for i t never fail s to bring a 
laugh. 

. I regret the absence of 
1 __ /. • • to know who shared camp with 

/ >1:·\., . was t.her e . Also Ted Atwood. 

pictures f or I 1m at a loss 
us. I'm certain Bill Berry 
Fill me in i f you can. 

t ,,_.-- --·· - - -. l, ___.-· 
1 Trust you will allow for the typing errors and any 

I 
I - I • 

spe111ng errors relate to the speed of my typing, not 
my forestry training. Nice "talking to you 11

• 

Sincerely, 

Bill Barthold 1 37 
1176 Walnut St. 
san Carlos, Cal. 94070 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

PAUL CASAMAJOR 
Assistant to the Director 

Agricultural Experiment Station 

317 University Hall 
2200 University Ave. 
Berkeley, California 94720 (415) 642-sQaS-
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Phil Haddock 
4620 W. 2nd St. 
Vancouver V6R-nI, 
British. Columbia. 

1050 Lydia. L ane 
Placerville, Ca. 95667 

When I lea.med that you were planning to write about Oscar and his boys 
it ch.a.rged u;Y' memory battery. After f'om- f'ield periods and a. winter in t1le 
BO with hi.mJil have ma.ny recollections and happy memories. My.-ii term includ .. 
ed '38 - '4l. Some of my friends in the P'ville area also spent time with 
t he crews. Andy Schmidt and Archie Shukla recall some happening$ too. 

Before sending i tams to you, I have a coi.pl.e questions: When is you:r 
deadline £or submission? Have- you contacted Carl Wilson who had started to 
write Oscar's story? Do .you have a directory of' all the people who worked f'or 
him during th:e mq y.ears? Have you prepared anything that you could send out 
as a starter? 

Archie and I have some photos and diary items which migll.t be use.f'u.l. We 
mcq be able to locate others in the area who are on tb.e "list". 

Please write soon g:i. ving as muvh. information as you can because , as you 
can tell., I would like to contribute my fa.ir share to the project. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Eugene L Thomas 
" Gene" 
Cal '40 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
2075 WESBROOK MALL 

VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA 

MacMILLAN BUILDING 
FACULTY OF FORESTRY 

Dr . Pete Stein 
Executive Secretary 
7orPst History Society 
109 Cor~l Street 
Sant a Cruz 
California 95060 
l- . s . A. 

D~.'.:r Dr . stein , 

V6T lW5 

August 13, 1980 

My old friend Carl Wilson has r equested that I send to you 
soMe material I have received re~a!'ding ~ he l ate Oscar Evans . He 
has already forwarded to you some of the material I have received,so 
there may be some d•· iicat"..on i n what I arr.. send:..r.g . You also have , 
I thtn~ , a small i tem or so I c ontribu~ed ~hrou[h Carl some ti~e ago. 

In connection with my i n+erest in the California Al umni ?or ester, 
I was in corrE>s~ond P.nce with the editor o~ t hat annual p:.iblicati '.Jn, Mr . 
Sill Gerson of 11529 Willow 1lalley Rd . Nevada City, CA . 9 59 59 . Du"' to 
a misun~sta~ding , 3il l got a not i ce out t h: ough the P~es . o~ the Alum..~i 
::<'or estt'.Y:. that I was goir.g to write up th-7- Oscar 3::.,an' s Stor'' t I co1·l,.:in •T 
correct the thing i n t i mej- w~ll. anyway I receiv~d the "new" (? ) stuff 
enclosed. So•i:e of us knew that Carl had been workin~ on the project , but 
through a.~other mmsu_~derstanding , we figured he ' d aiven up the j ob , a~d 

t ur "1ed i t oir0 r to the F .E .S . Since , I have l e<J.r ned better . However, 
thP Cal. Alumni F·'.'r "" $tf3rs' in.i..er <::st, as you can uYJ.der s~and , is i n the 
+'.act t h:J.t so Tany ~ ,,,. Cscar ' s crews were U.C. f orestry student.s or gr adu
ates. : havP. S""""': t o B~ l 1 ·~0~s0~ ~ c-::moil a-:i on- su -ary o"" •..;h;i. t I h:ive 
rec"'ived, but : ..:i,? net !mow how t'!UC~ of it l:e v.-:1 , try t .:: use !'or thi; 
'::alifornia ;\l anni Fore f;ter. I!l ar.y ·3'r-;nt , i t c a~not be as corn:irehens"!.ve 
as ~·rl:1 ~ : P·i?;k you are unr: 0 r":.a\:ing- "nd I ho ' e -:.t wen '~ be a. "scoopu o! 
yoP"!.' ·,;0:.--lc, i.'.' Ji~: pt~'blishc.s sc~e r f tr.i:> mo:-c cl-:cice anecdc"t.es. 

" . ., 
jJ.!lCe ·e.J.j' JOU_S,d 
~~' ':.~ 
:~0~~3sor o~ ?~re~~ry ( ~~r~tu~: 
!.,..S2. - r i1?. c: t 2nC .. ! .... ,3 . 

":"Cou·1 ar, 3.C. V6:=.- l:l 
Car:a. ·1a 



Dr. Philip G. Haddock 
4620 West 2nd Ave . 
Vancouver , B.C. V6R lLl 
Canada 

Dear Dr. Haddock: 

August 22, 1980 

Pete Steen has passed on to me your letter of August 14 regarding Oscar 
Evans. Thank you very much for the additional material you enclosed 
with your letter. 

The.re is anothl!r misunderstanding a foot. It has gotten about that we 
are working on a biography or study of Oscar ~vans1 we are not. We 
are keeping all the material that you and Carl Wilson and others have 
sent us of course . So there is an archive of Oscar Evans . Probably 
the best place for t he collection is the Bancroft and eventuall y we 
will approach them about it. lie will talk to Carl first though. 

Thank you once again for your contribution. 

Sincerely, 

Jl!ary Elizabeth Johns on 
Librarian 
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Hi Phil: 

Understand you are doing ro mething on Oscar Evans 

for the Cal Fores ters . Maybe what is below will be of interest 

if you don ' t have it covered . 

:)ave Dr esbach tell s me you ar e well and st ill busy 

in Vancouver . ~ecall with p l easur e the days when we did the 

haywire orchestra b it . Good Luc k . Dick \iilson &~/! 
One summer morning when Oscar ' s crew was on the 

Modoc , one of his trainees made the mistake of qualif ying his 

c ompliment on how great the ch ow was. "Br ea..1<fast woul d be 

even better if milk were served. " That remark ear ned ··t he 

aspiring f or es ter the bo t tom spot on Oscar's gar bage l i st . 

That was the same summer that Oscar h eard about the Stanf or d-

Binet t est and gave it to his crew to confir m his own good 

judgment of who the winners and losers were •••• You guessed 

the results and can draw your O'Wil inferences . ~·1nile Oscar 

tried to forget all abaltut Stanford- o inet , the top - scoring 

trainee endured through the summer , then wandered far afield 

from the timber to a job as a CPA wher e he could enjoy mi lk 

every mo!'ning. 



Dear Phil, 

355 Santa Margarita Ave 
Menlo Pa r k , CA 94025 
June 6, 1980 

I n 1929 I was on Oscar Evans' .crew. We were crui s i ng t i mber 
a r ound Parker Meadow on the Seouoia Fores t about 10 mi~es east 
of California Hot Springs and i he Yufe Range stati on~ 

What I remember of t hat summer may not be of any va lue t o you 
but for what it is worth, here i t is. 

Charlie was our first cook. After s evera l weeks the loneliness 
was t oo much f or hi m. However he made t he mi stake of resigning 
in front of the whole c r ew one br eakfast t i me . Oscar' s response 
was , "That' s all right Charlie,I was going t o let you go, anyway. 
You're no cook. You might mak e a good bl acksmith but you are no 
cook~' 

Poor Charlie was crestfallen. But on the way down to the 
r anger s t a tion with the pack t r a in he told us tha t Osca r had come 
to him after the crew h~d left and told hi m that he should have 
come in private to resign instead of do i ng it im front of the
crew. 

Some of the wor k was at a consider ab le distance fromthe camp . 
Severa l of us had discussed the advisability of using a spike 
camp. Charles Beardsley, f r om U. of Minnesota and l ater a 
dist ri ct r anger on the ~ahoe f or est, commented to Oscar .that he 
thought a spike camp might bea .g·.)Od idea . 

Osca r fl a red up and told Beardsley in no uncertain terms that 
he was running the c~mp. But Bea r dsley quickly s aved himself by 
s aying he knew who was r unning the camp and just meant that he 
would be willing to wo rk out of a spike camp if Oscar decided 
to establish one. 

Osca r s truck up acquaintance with a wi dow and her teenage 
daughter staying at the Califor ni a Hot Springs Hotel. Osca r 
i nvited them to come up to our camp over the week end. Camp 
policing was extens ive in prepar at ion for the vi s it. A special 
tent was set up for the guest s . Rest r oom facilities for them 

1 ca.ns isted of a shovel placed in fromt of the tent and ins tructions 

I 
that when necessa ry t o t a"!:r e the s hovel ·-- nd wander off into the 
brush. 

As I r emember it, we were all qui te busy t hat week end with 
our weekly chores such as washi ng clothes and Oscar had to do all 
the enterta i ning of the guests . 

-- The crew that yea r was ex t r a l a rge . I t was pl anned t o use 
mos t of t he crew f or about two weeKs on a Logging- Mill-Study at 
St~ndard, near Sonora . We were transported in Oscar's Dorlge 
van in wi1ich t her e was no access or co~ication between the 
driver and the van occupants . Oscar insisted that the curtain 
be pulled down and fastened shut fr om the outside to prevent fumes 
from getting inside . The back of the van was not a pleasant place to 
be_~gO-ing ar ound the curves down to Porterville. For one with 
clauster phobi a it was a real torture chamber. 

Goi ng t o re st aurant with Oscar was a l ways an experience . His 
l oud running C)mments about the food and t he s ervice wer e usually 
crude enough to make one want to crawl under the table. 

Fifty yea r s may have d immed some of my memor y on some of t he 
\ deta ils of that summer wi th Oscar. But the above i s as I remember 
it. ' ,/ 

Si ncer ely, ;(::x/-1 
Wi llar d B. Tallmon 

UC '30 
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