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Smokey, The Bear, Enlists 
Help Of School Children 

Silent though he may be, For4 is quieted down, Owen asks 
est Warden Odell Owen's partner Smokey questions, all framed for 
is proving tG be .a crackerjack an alfirmative aitswer which salesman. 

tl . . th Smokey gives by bowing deeply. Owen presen y 1s m e pro-
cess of visiting each of the coun- By the same method, Smokey 
ty's 59 elementary schools with answers the questions of the wide
his message of fire prevention eyed youngsters. 
and reforestation. · . I Finally, the lesson ends with 

A candid man, Owen readi�y ad- Owen passing out literature to 
�its that his �peechless. asslsta�t:eaCh Of the children and urgin"' IS more effective th<m he when It I _ _ _. _ _ . . _ e 
comes to getting· "the message lthem to take It home Wlth them 
across to youngsters. • and show to their parents. 

Owen's partner is none other He has positive proof that this 
than that nationally-known char· is what they're doing too, Owen 
acter, Smokey the Bear. Smokey's said. Day before yesterday, he 
message, as any little one old stopped in a stor� near Cascade 
enough to -watch television can where the first thing· the proprie
tell_ you, is: "Remember - only1tor told him was about his son'iJ 
you can prevent forest fires." excitement after seeing Smokey. 

What delights 0 w e n  about The unsung _hero of the Owe� 
Smokey is that his presence guar· Smokey partnership is Earnest 
antees double effectiveness. Not Scearce, who dons the bear cloth· 
only do the boys· and girls get the ing and plays his anonymous. 
message, but they take it home to speechless part to the hilt. 
their parents as fast as-well, as Scearce, when not playing Smok� 
fast as a forest fire.. ey, is a local forest warden. 

As they visit each school, Owen 1 and forest fire patrolman. 
goes in first. He talks to the chi.l·' 
dren about fire prevention and 
reforestation. Before they can 
start squirming in their chairs,' 
Owen readies them for the sur· 
prise. 

"You know, children, this is the 
f�enth year I've been intO 
schOols to talk about fire preven
tion and refot-estation. I've ta.lk· 
ed about it so much, ·I believe I 
can get Smokey the Bear to come 
just by calling." 

A volunteer is needed to open 
the door for Smokey when he 
comes, Owen informs the youngs· 
ters and thereupon selects one 
volunteer. 

After Owen calls out, "SmOk· 
ey," there comes a scratching on 
the door. The youngster: opens th� 
doot and, as OweJT puts it, "the 
e·vcs on those little kids real;y pOp" as Smokey walks in. 

Once tile chatter of exc•tt::·L · . t 

DANVILLE REGISTER 
Danville, Va. 
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PEOPLE STILL CAUSE MOST FOREST FIRES 

Tracy Perry, pretty Aus
tralian miss and youngest 
"delegate" at rangers' 

meeting, made friends with 
Fred C. Renner, Washington, 
D.C., past president of the 
American Society of Range 
Management and director of 
range conservation for the 
U.S. Soil Conservation Ser
vice, even to the extent of 
trading her Koala for a 
Smokey Bear. 

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

2-1-61 

SMOKEY BEAR, AND FRIENDS 
Fred Kennedy, Albuquerque, 
N.M., president of the 

. Am!<rican Society of Range 
Management, inspects new 
"Smokey Bear" products 
along with William w. Huber 
director of the "Sm:>key" 
program, and Rudy Wendelin 
designer of the commemora
tive range conservation 
stamp. Society opens annual 
convention Tuesday in Salt 
Lake City. 

DESERET N!ri'IS 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

1-31-61 



Memorial Presented Children of Poster Creator 
<.tWe owe a lot to Ted." 

This is the ·caption under
neath a painting of Smokey 
the Bear and his forest friends 
looking at the last poster creat
ed by the late Ted WTight. 

The painting. executed by 
Rudolph VVendelin. \vas vre
sE>nted yesterrlay ·to Wdght's 
childrPn, '!'eddy, 9; and Betsy, 
12. both of 1845 La Lorna Rd., 
Pasadena. 

The brief memorial presenta
tion ceremonies were held at 
San Rafael School where Tedct:y· 
.is :1 studenr. Betsy goes to Me· 
Kinley Junior High School. 

Wright. who died last 
Sept. 1, waS art dh·ector for 
Foote, Corie and Belding, vol· 
unteer advertising :agency 
:for the Smokey Bear fil'e 
pre v e  n tio n campaig11. As· 
such, he supervi�e(l art work. 
on Smokey posters. 

Sim Jo:trvi, �upervisor of the 
Angeles National Forest, pre
sented the 11-hy 14 inch paint· 
ing to the chiadr.en. Pasadena, Calif. 

• 11-10-60 
-Staff Photo 

Don Porter, information of•, 
ficer a-nd education director 
for the Angeles Forest, as
sisted Jarvi by appearing in a 
Smokey the Bear costume. 

Wendelin is official artist 
for the U.S. Forest Service in 
Washington, D.C. 

M�MORIAt PLAQUE-Smokey the Bear (portrayed by 
Don Porter of ·the U:S. forest Service) assists Angeles 
Forest Supervisor Sim Jarvi in presenting a memori&:�l 
painting to the children of .the late- Ted Wright who did 
most of the Smokey posters. The children are Betsy, 12, 
and Teejdy Wright, 9, both of Pasadena. 

Check wind direction. Pitch tent so 
smoke and sparks will not blow into it. 
A wind�blown spark could destroy your 
expensive camping gear. 

If you must keep on all-night fire, make 
certain you build it down-wind from 
deadfalls, brush piles, etc. Heavy logs or 
old roots ore best. They smoulder and 
won't burst into high dangerous flame 
while you ore sleeping. 

League Presents "Smokey" 
With Conservation Award 
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Jt�ck Bi1;jord, Chah·man of Jhe rxew· 
lil'e Board, presented .m izdctk fVal!on 
Le:tgue Honor Roll au·ard to Smoke; 
Bem· tmd the SmMey Bem· Progrmn <11 
!.ht' d!lJl!ht! banq11et of the A.rsoriation of 
Sfdle Foresters iu j'v[iJSoula, j\fontana. 

The an•ard u·cu accepted for the ASJo� 
..-j,-;Jion of Si.:ll! Fornlei'J and the U. S. 
Purest Sen•ice by the Anwiation's Presi
dent, i�ijke lF ebster. Gary iHooll, Stc1te 
Forester oj Jlfontcma cmd Host to the 
Conz-'ention and Bj/1 Huber, Director of 
the Smokey Program, are also pictured. 

OUTDOOR AMERICA 
November 1960 
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LO OUE LA NATURALEZA TOMO 
SIGLOS PARA FORMAR 

EL FUEGO PUEDE DESTRUIRLO EN UN 

MOMENTO DE DESCUIDO 

RECUI!RDE: SOLO USTED PUEDE EVITAR 
INCENDIOS FORESTALES. 

Distingase como persona culta evitando incendios y sienta Ia satisfaction 
muy grande de ser usted un ciudadano uti! a Ia Sociedad y a Ia Pal ria, 

cooperando en esta Gran Cruzada de Protetd6n a los Bosques que 

forman buena parte del patrimonio Nacional.-

XIV GRAN CAMPANA CONTRA 
INCENDIOS EN LOS BOSQUES 

PATROC!.NADA POR.lA 

UNION DE MADEREROS DE CHIHUAHUA 

Natural 

Resources 

Protection 

Every Hamiltonian sho 
to protect our forests. Wit! 
directly or indirectly affe, 
activities, forest fire lossc: 
cern us. And when you aci 
we can all have in using 
no reason why everyone sl 
this destruction of our nat 

Smokey the Bear has ' 
1. Never leave a camF 

sure it can't spread ... I 
before you leave. 

2. If you s moke, limit 
cigars, cigarettes ... not 

- NORTE 

IIAMILTO 
June - Ju 

Chihuahua, Chih., Domingo 
5 de Marzo de 1961 

Victor Mendizabal, Chief 
Forest Service, ' 



l easily see the need 
.early 1000 employees 
>d by our Wood Plant 
should obviously con
to this the enjoyment 

rr
'
lwoodlands, there's 

tl�n't work to prevent 
1J) resources. 
ne ideas for us here: 
·e unattended ... Be 
sure -it's ndead out" 

1ur smoking to pipes, 
ees and brush. 

AN 
1960 
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U. S. Sets Fire to This 'Smokey' 
CHIC A G 0, Jan. 7 (UPI) Smokey, the U. S. F o r es-t pay royalties im:: the use oi 

Eleven thousand pictures .of Service's symbol of :fire pre- Smnkey. 
Smokey the Eear, the arch vention. The Government :filed suit 

enemy of. :forest fires, went These-on birthday cards- against the firm last month, 
up in smoke yesterday. depicted Smokey wearing a charging violation of Internal 

They were burned by Dep: party hat and holding a mar- ) Revenue I a w s because the 
uty United1 States Marshal� in, tini. The· U. s. Gover11ment! company had paid no royal· 
'!:h� .. basaffie:nt of tOO "United' frowned on that, .and also 1 ties. When the firm failed t.o 

. , . . . Judge Julius J. Hoffman or· 
States Courthouse. �frowned on the failure of a n  s w e r 

. 
the suit, Federal 

The p1ctures weren t quite Greetings,
, 

Inc., a, Joliet, Ill., dered the cards seized and 
like the ordinary cartoons of firm, ,to get its perztt!ssion and destroyed. 

THE WASHINGTON POST 
Wash ington, D. c. 

�----........... ..._ l-8-61 

REGION 9 

-'· 
... 

Don't kn<iwwhether you watched 
the Tournament of Roses parade iri 
Pasadena over TV or not, but if 
you did y<in probl!_bly noticed the 
Smokey Bear float. Junior Forest 
Rangers all over the country were 
asked to jQin Smokey fores't friends 
on the float In singillg the Smokey 
.Bear song as the float went by on 

· tile TV screen. 1.1 Is e�timated that 
more than �.ooo,ooo boys and girls 
joined in the sing-along. W h i  c h 
should make it one of the largest 
choruses ever. Incidentally, Smok
ey tlie Bear is the only advertising 
symbol piJllccted by a11 act of Con· 
rress.' 

OREGON JOURNAL 
Portland, ore. 

1-2-61 

To each daughter and son, 
We sent at least one. 

Although it was fun, 
We're glad that we're done. 

But now that we're through 
One problem �t poses -

What on earth w ill we do 
The next tournament of Rosas? 

,f Information and Extension, Mexican 
.th Pancho Tochtli and Smokey 

From "Operation Song Sheet" Report 
by Rebecca Hodges of th� 
Angsles National Fcres� 

1/20/61 
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E�plorers Take Blue Ribbon, Scouts a 
Red Ribbon in Exposition at St. Lou;J 

Salem Scouts and IEbcplorers were 
a.mong very few troops from out

Side St. Louis and its suburbs hav
ing booths at the annual Merit 
Badge Show held last week at tl:!e 
�ena in St. Louis. The E'Xplorer 1 
:'booth took a first place ribbon i 
�

. 

•bile th

. 

e Scout bo-oth was award- , 
.ed a second prize ribbon. 
· EXplo!"E'rs and their adviser, 
'Forester Bill Martin, used the 
�restry Merit badge a:a·· the the-me 1 
bf their booth and utilized Smokey 
aear, enemy of forest fires, as the 
�ntral attraction . .Explorers took [J:Urns in donning the Smokey 
Bear outfit and shook hands with 
�hose who approached them, at 
'the- same time advising listeners 
o:f the dangers of leaving live fire 
in the forest and of the damage 
done by forest fires. 

at�!����h��;g::e 
c����s 

th��d
bo�� I 

yonng people, both Cubs who were ; 
active in the show. and visiting 1 
children, were arfxious to meet 1 

�Smokey. 
� .. -·Scouts had difficulty in setting 
up their booth as they were unable 
tO find transportation for the large 
rt"r-ain layout they had made. The 
layout was too large to go ill.Side 
·a car and no one able to make the 
St. Louis trip had means of carry
ing the layout ·on a cartop. As a 
last resort -a pla.stic outfit was 
.obtained from a St. Louis hobby 
Shop and the Scouts settled for 
much less scenery than that they 
;had prepared.. · I Transportation to the show was_ 
provided by Wade Ro1.1sseau and 
E. J. Malone. The boys were re-. 
turned to Salem by -Elmer Hilge-
-dick, E. J. Malone and Ralph: 
Teverbaugh. John Rostron Sr.,! 

'
.
drove Malone's station wagon on/' 
the trips to and from St. Louis. 

About 2500 pieces of Highway 
19 advertising were passed out 
at the two booths. Those attend
ing \he show were amazed at the 
great int,rest in anything pertain-1 
mg to the Ozarks and a.trrent and= 
Eleven Point rivers. 

SALEM POST 
Salem, Mo. 

11/24/60 

The Explorer bo-oth, depicting the Forestry 
Merit Badge, f!.tti-acted a big crowd with Smokey 
Bear shaking more hands over the weekend than 
"either· of the Presidential candidat�s". Don Eudy 

Watches while Smokey (Maur�ce Day) sh�es 
a couple of l�.ands. The booth received a -first 
place rating. 

,AT 
WITH 

• 

WAR 
CONSERVATION AREA HIGH LIGHT- A VISIT BY SMOKEY THE BEAR. 

JUBILEE JAMBOREE 7/22-28/60 



16 NEW BLAZES EACH DAY 

Smokey The Bear Powerful 
Fire Prevention Symbol 

.By HOWARD LE\\'IS 
Of The Daily Mail Staff 
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The slory behind • • •  

Smokey the bear-the animal 
kingdom's biggest celebrity - is 
loved by kids all over the United 
States. 

N"obody dreamed this paunchy character, at· 
tired in ranger's hat and firefighter's dungarees, 
\vould become the symbolic guardian Qf the na· His simple message - �'break tion's forest reserves. He was a \V<Htime inspiration. matches, crush smokes, be sure 

-311 fires are out ... remember a direct outgrowth of the \Var Advertising Conn-

only you can prevent forest fires" •cil's forest fire prevention campaign built around 

-has become the commandment such slogans as "Careless Matches Aid the Axis;'' 

of forest fire prevention. 'Vhcn somebody thought a symbol was needed 

In the accompanying picture, 1 instead of a slogan, the first choice was \Valt 

Smokey - in the person of Gar- , Disney's drawing of Bambi. But the next year 
don Palmer, youth education ad- ( 1945) admen came up with Smokey, who made 
visor of the State Conservation an immediate hit. 
Commission - sits down at his \Vithin five years Smokey and his two cubs 
typewriter to type out this warn- were famous. "Keep Green" associations, conserva· 
ing to West Virginians: tion societies, garden clubs, forestry and civic as-

-305 forest fires in the Moun- sociations and sportsmen's clubs are a few of the 
tain State since July 1 of this groups that promote Smokey and such poster year already have destroyed 4,434 
acres of timber at a cost of over messages as these: "Another 30,000,000 acres will 
$2S,OOO. bum this yea.r unless you are careful"; "One: care-

-126 of the fires have occurred less match ... yours?"; "Carelessness kil1s tomor-

in the sou.thwestern part of West row's trees, too!"; "A match can be a deadly mis-
Vir.ginia, an area that includes silc." Every year the nonprofit Advertising Council 
K •ha, Bc.one, Logan, Lincoln, runs a new campaign, using $10,000,000 worth of 
C... ., Wyoming, Mingo and Me� free space and time on radio, TV, billboards and 
Dowell counties. in magazines and newspapers. 

-Hunters cause m o st of the In 1950 a badly burned cub was rescued from fires this time of year, officials a forest fire, nursed back to life, and installed report. I "'SMOKEY THE BEAR" • • •  a reminder to prevent forest fires. in the National Zoo in 'Vashington as Smokey -Forest ftres caused tht"Ough 
negligen�e ar� pumshable by fmes! Across the nation and in West I Smokey is a real, live, cinna· ��ims�lf. �ow 

_
grow� anc! tho;o�hly �poile� th� 

and posstble ]all sentences tVirginia, Smokey the Bear, has-man colored bear that makes his 1_"� mo cy ts a ,vontc o e t ousan s o 
-I�'s unlawful �o burn durin� I' been �n� of the most �uccessf�l)home in the National Zoological 

VlSltors 
to �he 

z
o o

. _ ., . the flre season w1thont a permit. adverhsmg and educatiOn medt- · p k 11, h" t D C H Smokey lS the only trad�mark protected by an 
d th nl d . . , . ar , as mg on, . . e was f C L' h. f �n en o y urmg certan11 urns �ver . des_igned. ! the victim of a forest fire in New act o

. 
ongrcss. Iccnsees can use m: or corn· 

times of day. 11 Nat1onw1de m 1942, when Smok-t�fexico mercml products, but must pay royalties to the 
These warnings were original- ey first started his campaign,!� Th U S F t S . h Smokey Bear Junior Forest Rangers. Purpose: to 

ed by Asher W. Kelly, assistant 210.000 fires occurred each year1 d � d 5 ·k 
ores :rv�ce �s educate children in forest conservation. 

state forestet· i11 charge Gf fire l in the forests, destroying 30,ooo,�i� d � �0 ey
fts· � �a e�r 

· Smokey is quite a pen pal· he gets about 1 000 co�lt�ol for� the Conserv_ation. CGm· 000 acre:;. 
tl 

n 
. 

ana �n � Jc�a s ave o
_n�.letters and post cards every

' 
day. He's al;o a nusswn. Kelly. a m a J o r Itt the In the past two years, the na- Ie s�me-. � as ecome .an m 1 . . . , . . . 

A. Natt"onal Gu d nd t· . · b t 92 000 ternatmnal figure. In MeXIco he rousmg success at his JOb. It s estnnated hJS public 
mand pilot, spends most of his fires _ destroying about 3,500,- wears a straw sombrero. appea ha•te saved about 10 h1lhon o ars wortll 1r ar a a com- � 10n s average 1s a ou , Is . . d II • 

.time during the fire season flying 000 acres each year. The Smokey costume worn by of forest resources from the match. 
over West Virginia's hills spottin"" In Smokey the bear, officials Palmer represents one of the 
forest fires. "' fGund an appealing animal of the[ best m_ed�UJ?S fo; . e�ucation _ir.� 

Kelly reports that West Vir � forest, a victim of fires and yet! West V1rgrma as It IS _m the :U.rut-
... ginia has had 16 new fires each strong enough to be a symbol oFed �tat�s. C�nservat10n officia_ls 

day during lhe last three days. protection and watchfulness. :use tt widely m talks before chil-
And the state has been hit by 148 He was designed by Albertldren. 
new fires in the laSt week. Lo- Staehle, a cover artist for a Smokey as a symbol, r ep
gan and Boone counties seem to leading national magazine. And resents a most powerful force for 
be where most of th-e fires break Smokey was widely promoted by fire prevention in the U n i t e d 
out. a New York advertising firm. States today. 

CHARLESTON GAZETTE 
Charleston, W. va. 

11-23-60 
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THE COST OF FOREST FIRES IS TREMENDOUS ! -

<Js,�\ ��� \ 
<\t ��� ��t��· ,v �� 

More than half the forest fires in America 
today are in the South! Help stop this 

needless waste which seriously 
damages our Southern economy! 

If you are burning off your own land, 
take these precautions beforehand: 

1. Plow a wide firebreak around the 
area to be burned. 

2. Notify your neighbors and proper 
authorities in advance. 

3. Bum late in the day when 
there is no wind. 

4. Never leave a fire until it is dead out. 
Join Smokey Bear in the crusade to end 

careless woods burning. 

,Q�e;v- Only y� can 
PREVENT FOREST FIRES! 

SOUTHERN REGION REPORT 1960 


