
PISGAH FOREST .PURCHASED

O
N May 21 the National Forest
Reservation Commission form-·
ally approved the purchase of
Pisgah Forest of 86,700 acres

for $433,500. This price is less per
acre than the average of other tracts
already acquired although Pisgah For
est has been developed into one 0 f the
finest forest properties in the country
by the late George W. Vanderbilt.

The purchase was made possible
through the generosity of Mrs. Van
derbilt, who accepted a price over $200,
000 less than the one first asked be
cause she desired to perpetuate her hus
band's pioneer work in forest conserva
tion, and to insure the use and enjoy
ment of the forest for the American
people f~r all time.

Mrs. Vanderbilt's patriotic feeling in
the matter is expressed in her letter to
the Commission. She wrote in part;

"Mr. Vanderbilt was the fi rst of the
large forest owners in America to adopt
the practice of forestry. He has con
served Pisgah Forest from the time he
bought it up to his death, a period of

nearly twenty-five.years, under the firm
conviction that every· forest owner owes
it to those who follow.him to hand down
his· forest prop'erty to them unimpaired
by wasteful use. I keenly sympathize
with his belief that the private owner
ship of forest land is a, public trust,
and I probably realize more keenly than
anyone else can do how firm was his
resolve never t~ permit injury to the
permanent value and usefulness of Pis
gah Forest. I wish earnestly to make
such disposition of· Pisgah Forest as
will maintain in the fullest and II!OSt
permanent way its national value as an
object lesson in forestry, as well as its
wonderful beauty and charm; and I
realize that its ownership by the Nation
will alone make its preservation perma
nent and certain.

"Accordingly I have decided to make
as large a: contribution as I can, in
order to help bring this result about. I
offer Pisgah Forest at a total. price over
two hundred thousand dollars below
that on the basis of which negotiations
were entered into with the Government



PISGAH FOREST CONTAINS MANY MILES OF MOUNTAIN STREAMS IN WHICH RAINBOW TROUT HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY INTRODUCED AND PROTECTED.

THIS IS NOW THE PROPERTY OF THE GOVERNMENT.



LOO"ING C1.ASS FA1.LS IN P,SGAH FOREST, ONE OF ITS MANY SCEl'nC ATTRACTIO!\'S.



42 A\fERIC N FORESTRY

"Pisgah Forest"; in fact, 'the general
area, in which thi~ forest is located and
in which other purchases may be made,
is already' designated as the "Pisgah
Area." It is proposea also to make it
a galne refuge' for tbe preservation of
the fauna of. 'the eastern mountains, It
i particularly well suited to this pur
pose since it is, already well stocked
with game arid fish, including deer, tur
key; and ,pheasant, and 'in the streams
rainbow trout and brook trout, with
\Yhich they have been, systematically
s'tocked f rom year to year.

The tract, includes porti,ons of Tran
sylvania, Henderson, Buncombe, and
Hayward Counties, in North 'Carolina,
It' covers the entire' eastern slope and
portions 0 f the northern and western
slopes of the Pisgah range, one of the
most prominent of the southern Appa
lachians, Its ,forests influence for the
most part tributaries ,of the French
Broad river, which unites with the Hol-
tein river at KilOxville, Tenn'essee, to

form the Tennessee river,

, "
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, LOOCING 'CABLN ON Ble CREEK ABOUT THREE MrLE~ BELOW THE VANDE5\BILT LODGE ON Top OF
, " \.1 " " .• ' . . MT. PISGAH.
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COV1\RNMEN1' WILL CONTINUE NAME

In accordance with Mrs, Vanderbilt's
desire, the National Forest Reservation
Commis ion will retain the name of

"
before illY lhusbiuid's dea'th, my offer to
the G,c?vecn.riJent pf 'Pisgah Forest now
be'ing ~t a ,pri¢e, of five dollars per acre,

"I ,'ma!j:e,' this ,contribution towards
the' public o,wnership of Pisgah Forest
with the earnest hope that in this way
I may ,help' to perpetuate my husband's
pioneer \vork in forest conservation,
and to insure ,the protection and the use
and enjoyme1')t of, Pisgah Forest as a
j ation!!'l' J:9rest by' the American people
for all time, , '

'''In 'the e*ent, t,hat ,'my qffer is ac
ce,Pte,d, I shall be 'glap for the Govern
ment to asslime control of :pisgah For
est as 5'00n as "it may' desire, 1n the
sa'me,event, it would ,be a source,of very
keen g'ratification to me if th~ tract re
ta'ned, a's a ational Forest, the title
of "Pisgah Forest," which my late hus-
1 d ' ")an 'gave It.
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Members of the commission look
upon this as the best purchase which
has yet been authorized, because the
forest is in the finest possible condition
and less than three-tenths of one per
cent can be classed as burned-over land.
The price, too, is lower than the aver
age paid for all lands which have been
acquired heretofore.

With this purchase, and with others

approved today, the total area approved
for purchase under the 'Veeks Law in
the eastern mountains is 1,077,000
acres. The officers of the commission
are the secretaries of war, agriculture,
and the interior, Senators Gallinger of
New Hampshire and Smith of Mary
land, and Congressmen Lee of GeorgIa
and Hawley of Oregon.

,

. TRAIL CONSTRUCTED BY FOREST SERVICE AT A COST OF" $35 PER MILE IN VIRGINIA.
"THE ACTUAL SAVING FROM Loss ON AREAS PROTECTED FROM FIRE DIRECTLY AS
A R~~ULT OF .THE WEeKS LAW, WOULD AMOUNT TO A VERY LARGE AGGREGATE
SUM.
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