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Oral History Interview

M. James Hart

July 8, 1959
Fl omat on, Al a.

M. VWiite: M. Hart, tell nme first about your conpany, how it was

f or med.

M. Hart: Well, | started working for themin 1932 (Al ger-Sullivan). |
worked for M. Hauss and — it was before ny tinme when they started
t he conpany, back in 1900. | had heard themtal k about it,
different things. O course they |ogged with trucks, nules and
skidders. | can’t give you the history all the way back there
because | don't know. | started with them when they first started

nmovi ng by what you call trucks [?] From skidding, they had al ways
skidded with old oxen and nmules and put it on the log cars and
carried it down to what they called the run around and they had the
train that cone out every day fromthe nill and picked up and
carried 24 logs. That was tree length, we just cut them down and
cut the tops out of them Big long cars had a 30 foot ridge pole.
My experience with themthey had a man nanmed M. Ely Ellis who was
t he woodsman who surveyed out the railroad, that is through the
woods. They just went out with the eye, you know what | nean, they
didn’t have no conpass or nothing he just went out through the
woods to lay out the railroad where they thought it was nost
convenient to get the tinber to the track. | had a good bit of
experience with himstaking out railroads and such as that. M.
Ellis was getting rmuch up in age and he wanted ne to get where
could take it but |I didn't particularly like it, it just didn't
suit nme. You see, | was trying to get themto get into trucking.
It was so nmuch easier in hauling. O course they didn't think too
much of it at the time. Eventually they bought an old second hand
truck and trailer to haul themto the railroad. Still they were

| oading themon the cars and still hauling themin the train. |
wanted to carry some on to the pond and put themin it, just rather
had themon the truck. Eventually they agreed to it and they
started off and we were up here in hugs tract known as the M chi gan
tract. They bought that | understand during the first Wrld War.
They left a lot of the tinber that they couldn’'t haul across the
L&N Railroad. They didn't have any way to go over or under it and
they wouldn’t let themgo across it. They left sone trenendous
timber in there. They did a lot of this selective cutting, in
there, they thought it would affect the trees and everything, they
wouldn’t try to take the best of the tinmber. They were hauling up
above evergreen over there to Tipton, you see, and leaving this

hi ghway, bringing themup there, throwi ng themon the ground,

| oading themon the railroad cars and having themcarried down to
what you call the run-around and this train conme the next day from
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Century. | wanted to — it wasn't but forty mles fromthere down
to the pond on a black top road, we were traveling on a dirt road.
They eventually got nore and nore into trucks. They never cut down
all the best. They nade crossties, these two faced crossties for
this railway, you know. They just cut down these choice trees,
face each side, and cut themin two with the spikes. They were
just losing the choice tinber like that you see, so eventually they
just kept adding trucks but | left there before eventually they
took the railroad up. They built a lot of their own dirt roads,
roads for the trucks and | left there in about, well about 1940 I
guess it was. Then they went nore and nore into trucks. | left
there in 1940 before the second Wrld War.

White: How nuch | and were they operating then?

Hart: Well, | used to hear themsay. | think they had with al
t heir hol di ngs about 240 or 250 thousand acres of |and.

VWhite: That was in the 1930s?

Hart: Yes. They had all these holdings and the M chigan tract.
That was the one they bought during the first World War before ny
time. | had always heard themdiscuss it and talk about it. Then
they owned all this Iand they had bought. |’ve heard themtalking
and | think it was 250,000 acres they had.

White: Were they |easing | and?

Hart: No, Sir, they owned it. They told nme that when they cone here
t hey bought this |land way back there when they were selling it
cheap. | don't know how they acquired the |land but they woul dn’t
buy tinber, you couldn’t give themany of your own tinber. They
woul dn’t et you haul |ogs, nobody in the world. They manufactured
their own tinber because | know a | ot of people tried to sell them
good tinber and he woul dn’t buy, he wouldn’t buy nobody’s tinber.

White: Wiy do you think he wouldn't do that?

Hart: Well, | used to hear himsay. You know, as | said, they
acqui red so nmuch of their own, | guess, and there was a great
demand for piling here in this country and we had the best sel ect
of tinmber in the world to make those and when they wanted them he
woul d just let themgo out and have them They would just go out,
mark the trees and cut them He would rmake them pay for themif
they broke or hit the ground that was just their hard luck. Then
the railroad bought worlds of them and the way they would do he
woul d just send an order up there and it wouldn't be a question of
the price just let themcut so nmuch and he would send thema bill.
M. Hauss had a son-in-law, David MIller, that was M. Hauss' son-
i n-law you know he is a trenendous holder in this up here and they
run a huge creosote plant and they woul d al ways want to buy
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and he would always tell themto cut their own tinber, that he
didn't want to sell themany. That he wasn't in the piling, he was
in the sawm || business. He would tell you that every tine, he
woul d tell anyone that. He was a shrewd man, a good fell ow and
think the smartest business fellow |’ ve ever been under in ny life.

M. Wiite: Did you have any turpentine operations?

M. Hart: Yes. Now at the tinme — you know the turpentine was different.
Fromlogging it was. dd nman Long and his son was in turpentining.
|I"ve forgotten just what the nane of that thing was, it went under
a different nane. But you know that cane up about this selective
cutting. They went into it here and they clained that, oh, they
had all kinds of processes, that turpentining they were |osing nore
by the way it was affecting the tinber, the value of it. That al
came under the sanme thing and they eventually quit turpentining. |
can show you the first tinme they cane out in the woods, they
deci ded then, you know they used to cut everything that had a face
onit, they only faced themfor three years. The turpentining just
kept ahead of the logging. They decided if they quit the
turpentining and they debated a long tine whether to cut these
trees or | eave sone of themto see what they would do. And now
they’ve cut a lot of themand | know the particular tine they
started. They got to arguing, M. Earl, M. Slater, M. Hauss and
they experinmented in all kinds of ways, that was the idea. They
quit turpentining a long tinme ago.

M. Wiite: When you first went with themwere they | ooking to sustained
yi el d operation or were they just cutting?

M. Hart: No, Sir. M. Huston Jones was the woods forenman, the
woodsman. | renenber back in "33 and '34 | was sitting down here
one time. O course just working as a laborer like | was | didn't
see much future and I didn’t think about it but they would figure
out 4, 5 6, 7, 8 years ahead where they would be, what they would
be cutting and everything. But | just thought just starting out to
working, it didn't sound so good to ne but as | worked along in it
| realized. They planned ahead, they got to doing their cutting,
mar ki ng tinber and planting, though of course that came later. But
then they topped it [?] They had what was known as a topping crew.
M. Hauss wouldn’t | et anyone skin his trees if he could help it or
nothing |ike that but you know how you cut tops away. Well they
had crews that went along behind the |ogging and kept the tops
cl eaned out to keep wornms fromgetting init. They did that for
years. Gowing tinber and keeping in and protecting it.

M. Wiite: Did they control burn?

M. Hart: No. At that tinme they didn't. M. Leach was the nan in
control at that tine. W didn't work too much. W worked on
“Hoover time,” we worked maybe 2 or 3 days, usually 2 days and we
woul d knock off but we were required if they had a
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fire anybody around there had to go help fight the fire. It didn't
make a difference how many, ten, fifteen, or a hundred, nmen in the
woods. They tried to keep the fire down that way but they didn't
have fire |l anes, they didn't have things to do with except trucks
roads. That came on later on but they were always against fires
all right but you know you had a | ot of people in the woods that
woul d set themon fire. The main thing | think, the biggest
problemwas that the cattle people — they had open range then you
know — they woul d set the woods on fire for the cattle in the
spring of the year to get green grass. And they would do that but
since M. Leach is there — he took M. Earl’s place since he cone
back fromthe war — he used sonme control burning. Up here they
tried it and I think they were successful at it. They really had
some terrible fires. They didn't control burn all of it, they had

some plots and it was very successful. | was always interested and
wat ched it because what | |earned there working has been worth a
lot to me in my own dealings and everything else. | have been

al ways proud of it.
M. Wiite: You said they weren't planting then?

M. Hart: O course you know they didn't let us know too nmuch about the
busi ness. There was just 2 or 3 fellows knew and they just told us
what they wanted us to know. But they were planting. That’'s what
M. Slater was doing. He was trying to show them how to plant for
the future of the tinber, that they could grow wood. That was his
poi nt he was putting over to them How they could growit, take
care of it, do selective cutting and it would grow faster than they
were cutting it at the tinme. That’s where that got started in with
them | think. That was the object of it because they woul d neet
and | would go with thema lot of tinmes in the woods. Naturally |
woul d just be standing there and hear themtal k. You didn't have
anything to say and they didn't ask you anything. You just |earned
what you heard.

M. Wiite: They were hard hit by the depression?

M. Hart: Ch, I'Il tell you the truth. You see they only paid off once
a month and they had a little commssary. | can renenber when they
weren't able to work 2 days in the week. | renenber draw ng 20 or
25 dollars a nonth above nmy board. They fed in canp. You didn’t
get to work. That was before the NRA canme in of course. | can
remenber when the NRA started. | was there before that started and
of course that brought on a whole | ot of changes. They cut out the
coupons in the commissary, the people that traded there in the
woods could go there and the tinmekeeper would check your tinme and
write you out a coupon. They wouldn’t et you go above your timne.
Just |ike you worked today and you had two dollars comng to you or
four dollars they would wite you out a coupon for the sane thing
in nmoney. They would take that out of whatever cash you had
comng. They paid off in cash. It was the sane as cash but you
couldn’t trade that thing except here in the woods or down at the
Century mll. It wasn’t good anywhere el se.
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M. Wiite: Your job kept you in canp?

M. Hart: | lived in canp. | didn’t go anywhere el se. There wasn't
anywhere else to live. Stayed in those regular canp cars. They
fed themthere and everything. Some of the people had their
famly. They had cars they would stay in. You see, | was single
then. Yes we stayed right there, we lived there.

M. Wiite: Room and board was part of your pay?

M. Hart: Yes they paid us and that cane out. If we weren't working
they would feed you. They fed you good. |In other words if you
didn't work but two days you stayed there all week and they fed you
right on. That’'s what it anounted up to. It didn't nake any
di fference how many was there or what.

M. Wiite: It was in the canps that you came to know Dr. Cary?

M. Hart: Yes. You see he would come up and M. Hauss always notified
us he was com ng and then they woul d make arrangenents. 1|In one of
these cars on one end they had a kind of a guest roomthey called
it. They kept a nice bed there in the woods. Just a little above
the average, not too rmuch nore. They kept it for just such as
that. A lot of people would drop in and want to spend the night.
But when he would come he would cone up there and stay. M. Hauss
would wite and tell them You see they were way up off the
ground, they had four or five steps, these railroad cars on tracks.
That was the canp cars then nade out of regular cars because they
moved them ever so often. They had a door at the end and at that
time we didn't have screens, just had old double doors, you know.
| renenber they woul d al ways make provi sions for himbecause he
al ways wal ked in his sleep. He read a lot. W had kerosene | anps
in those days, we didn't know what electricity was in the woods,
you know. We had regul ar old kerosene | anps. Nearly everybody
that worked got up extra early in the norning, they had a certain
time to go and didn’t burn nmuch oil but at night in sumrer nust
everyone would go to bed. But he would read. | renenber he read a
| ot and we woul d have to nail boards across the end of this canmp
car no matter how stout a latch of that door was because he would —
lots of tines | would wake up there but he would be reading and |
guess asleep. But he was bad about walking in his sleep. W were
afraid he would wal k out of one of those doors you know. He would
get up early in the norning. He was right there in the canp.

M. VWiite: What sort of work was he doing. In the woods?

M. Hart: Yes, he would just go right out in the norning with them stay
out all day and woul d have them pack hima lunch, just |like they
woul d — you know nost fellows would | eave, it wasn’'t convenient to
come in for noon tinme, you know He would have themto pack him
one too and he was out | ooking at the pines, working and
experinmenting with them He used to bore themto find out about
the ages and different things. | renmenber they
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sent sonebody with himand he usually worked out a ways. That's
where | canme in on it but the best | renmenber he didn't take up too
much details with ne. That is, | renenber the best | renenber
because | was always taught to listen not too nuch because if you
get to probing a fellow — you know jobs were hard to keep then and |
m ght get to hearing sonething that | didn't have no business and

m ght get back and | night be left without a job. That’'s just to
tell you the truth, the whole thing in a nutshell. | could have
asked but that was what was in the back of ny nind all the tine.

M. Wite: Did the conpany have sanple plots he was working on at the
time?

M. Hart: Yes. They had — | renenber they had sone little old plots that
they were experinmenting with that they would burn, they would fire
it. You know they would put fire in it and sone they would keep
fire out, you see. And they would try to get over to the people who
wor ked. Sone they would pick out different plots and they woul d
leave it thicker and they would try to see the growth on it. They
woul d check the growth and others they would thin out to where they
could show the difference in the growmh. They would show where fire
had hit it and where fire would hit it. It burned. Small plots
now. They would set them off about an acre the best | renenber.

M. Wiite: He nade his tests on those plots?

M. Hart: Yes. He would cone back and he would have a record. He would
get the growh and such as that. He had the trees nunbered. He
woul d cl ean them off and put nunbers on them Sone they had they
had fired and sone they hadn’'t and sonme they had thinned out. They
woul d have a plot side by side but still they would control one
burning and the other they would just burn. 1In other words that was
the main [..?]

M. Wiite: Did you cut those plots at all?

M. Hart: Well, | don’t think they did. You know the | oggi ng went on
ahead. | don't think — the best | renenber | think they did come
cutting on it but I think they didn't let us doit. | think they

come cut there thensel ves or sonebody el se you know to do it. |
don’t remenber us going in there to do any work Iike that because
| oggi ng was such a big operation and | don’t renmenber. They were
usual ly where we weren't | ogging, behind us or sonewhere. They
pi cked out a plot and we didn't bother that you see.

M. Wiite: What did he ook |like? Can you describe hinf

M. Hart: Yes. He was a little fellow | guess he would wei gh about a
hundred and forty-five pounds. H's hair was just as white. And
then I'd say he was just as hard as we younger fellows. He wouldn't
conmplain no matter how bounced around he would be. You' d figure,
you know a fellow with hair that white you just couldn’t say. But
just everybody noticed, especially the working people. Yes, he had
all kinds of friends. He was liked by nearly everybody. He was a
good m xer. You know, he didn't
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make anybody — you know the working type of people that you have —
he al ways nade them feel that they were wel cone and that he was j ust
a part of one of them He was one of them That was the reason
everybody seened to |ike himso and glad to see himback. |
renenber that very much in him | never did read nmuch of course
with the old lanplights they had but he would read. He would bring
a trenendous bunch of books and it would take himlong to read them
He read a lot at night and he would cone over there and ask if | had
anything he could read. At that tine the superintendent was the
only one got a newspaper. W never did see one unless we went over
there and borrowed one fromhimor sonething like that and we didn't
go over there and do that. Best | renenber that was about the first
time | ever owned a radio. For along tine | didn't even own one.

You didn’t hear anything except what sone one told you. | told him
I didn’t have any kind of books or nothing he could read. | didn't
read nmuch nysel f and nobody el se there had any. | renmenber he went
bar eheaded nearly all the tinme. Wen it would be cold, | renenber

the ground woul d be popping open there in the norning and he woul d
particularly think about what a wonderful norning it was. He would
get out and it |l ooked |like he enjoyed the fresh air, you know, and |
guess that's the reason he was a speci nen of health.

M. Wiite: He was so active it was noti ceabl e?

M. Hart: Yes. That's what | said. A man with his hair, and his age,
and the vigor he had to go out there all day. You would think he
woul d go stay a while and cone in with the car or sonmething. He
woul d drive his own car. You just show himthe road and he woul d go
right on. It was the vigor he had, and the enerqgy.

M. Wiite: You are speaking of the early 1930 s?

M. Hart: That's about in '32 or ' 33 because | renenber it was along in
there when | started. | have a picture back there of M. Earl as
superintendent. You know they kept the canp cars, the quarters they
stayed pretty nice. O course ours were good. He had a picture
made one time of this thing. | got one of themin there now and its
just amazing to see the difference there is now | could go right
back to the sane place just as good as | could this house but they
have cut all the oaks and its all gone all but the old railroad bed.
To go back now and see it just makes you think about the good old
days. And it was good days.

M. Wiite: WAs the conpany very conscious of forestry? Didthey talk it
up to the nen?

M. Hart: Yessir. | renenber in the woods — you know the peopl e running
over and so nany people would just knock down the trees carel essly
and a man would skin it. You know they sawed those trees in those
days by hand, two nen to a saw, and they had a ruling that they
didn't want but a 12 inch stunp and that had to be mghty | ow for
two nmen to saw. He would cone through the woods with the saw boss
or superintendent and find one of themstunps a little high and he
woul d make them go back and saw it off
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again. He would nmake them stay out and | ower that catfish or cone
up a little onit. W would go to other woods visiting sone tines,
you know, and the stunps would be a little higher. But npbst any
kind that's the way they cut themin those days. He kept them down.
He was rai se nore sand about it when they got themup a little.

They wouldn’t let you get themup. You would just |ose your job.
You had to get down and keep them down there. Running over tinber
is where it cane in about the topping and everything, you know.

Fi xi ng the roads out and trying to be as good as you could to save
the tinmber, just to keep little stuff comi ng along, you know, and
not running over. You could cut out sonme and run over and danage
nmore than you do.

M. Wiite: They were using selective cutting and thinning then?

M. Hart: Yes. They were starting on it then. There was sone of it at
that tine. | renmenber when this fellow and M. Slater and all were
here it was kind of a new thing through here then, you know. |
thi nk some of these conpanies up here had started and every year
they woul d have a — these different conpani es each conpany woul d
have a — each year they would have it at a different place. You
would go to a different place to see how they were | oggi ng and have
one of these neetings. |’'ve forgotten just what kind of neeting it
was but it would really make us appreciate the thickness of the
woods and the logging and | guess it would just make you really
appreci ate what you had com ng up. They would cone back to the
woods and tell themof the land and the facilities and it would just
make you proud of what you were working for. O course they would
visit over here and they would go different places. |’'ve been told
there was some ot her conpani es way back that first started that and
I"ve heard M. Hauss tal king about it and through runors and that’s
where M. Slater cone in down here and they got then started in. |
think that's where it all kind of originated.

M. Wiite: Did you ever know of M. Slater and Dr. Cary working together?

M. Hart: Well, usually when they cone. He would conme here a | ot of
ti mes when he knew Dr. Cary was here, all right. But | never did go
with them much. See they would go with M. Huston Jones. He was
their head woodsman. Now that’'s a fellow — | don’t know whether you
have contacted hi mor whether you know himor not.

M. Wite: Is that Janmes H Jones?

M. Hart: That’'s him M. Huston Jones. M. Jones could tell you. He

was — | called himthe woodsman over all of them He's the man who
ought to know nore about it than any nan in the country. M. Huston
Jones can tell you because he — I'mjust sure | can renenber he was

the fellow that would do the planni ng ahead, where our canp woul d
be, where the | ogging woul d be and how | ong, where we woul d nove.
When he was speaking at the tine it sort of went in one ear and out
the other. | couldn't see nyself but as | grew older | could [..?]
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White: M. Jones was your woods boss?

Hart: Yes | guess you would call himthat. He worked out of Century

here. | called himthe |land agent, head of all the land. He went
all over the land. | don't know if he had anything to do with M.
Earl. M. Earl was superintendent of the woods. | know M. Jones

had a trenmendous job. He had the whole holdings, land Iines, and
every conflict they would have. A fellow would steal the tinber and
a fellow would cut over the line and that was his job. He would
have to go to court and you see we were in three counties here.

White: And there was tinber stol en?

Hart: ©Ch, they would do that. Folks would do anything in the world.
They had all those people who had adjoining | and who woul d get over
the line and they were never satisfied. They would cut their tinber
and maybe sonebody had sold it and sonebody woul d go down there and
cut in and be over on the conpany because they kept other nen, their
own men, who pretty well knew where the line was. It would be
reported and he would be the man who would solve it out in court.
And he bought | and for them

VWhite: Were there many smal| operators around here at that tine?

Hart: Well, the only thing | knew was back up in the Evergreens
little old peckerwood mlls. They called them peckerwood mlls.
The railroad cut the rightaway out and they had to do that by
manpower, they had no bull dozers at that tinme and they would pile
the trees and it would be a while before they would get there to
pick themup, to get themto the train to load. |In the sumertine
they woul d peel the trees to keep the worns fromeating them up
before they could build the railroad to them Sonme of the little

mlls would try to buy that but they wouldn't sell. They woul dn’t
sell you nothing. They would just pull that stuff to the side and
let it rot. | renenber a lot of themlittle mlIl fellows would cone

there and try to buy it. They didn’'t cut much hardwood those days.
They were pine-tinber nen they called it and they woul d pass up the
finest hardwood.
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