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M. Lanbert, when did you first neet Dr. Cary?

| began to work with Dr. Cary in the woods in 1928. W began
doi ng some thinnings in our big stands that he said were too
thick to mature into saw timber and we erected a treating
plant in 1927 so we began to take out the inferior trees and
the ones that were desirable for fence posts we would bring
into the plant. Then we did | ook at, and we acquired, two
tracts of forest land that | |ooked at with Dr. Cary, one a
35,000 acre tract and the other 34,000 acres. One thing |
renenber very well about one of these tracts he said, “Mke
the report your natural way.” | thought we saw a thousand
acres of wastel and covered with bl ackjack oak. W were to
make out our reports and then conpare themw th each other’s.
Reading ny report to nyself | thought that was a | ot of acres
in just oak and no pine so | rubbed the thousand acres out and
put down 800. So when we conpared our notes he had a thousand
acres of wasteland in blackjack oak. So | was so near in ny
evaluation with Dr. Cary | liked to have junped out the

wi ndow. | was surprised that | was figuring right along with
him Then one thing that he enjoyed in the woods was coffee
every day. W carried this teapot. He would ask ne, “You got
a teapot?’” So we boiled this [..?] all over the entire country
every day for lunch. One of the questions | asked Dr. Cary
once was when we thinned sections (we brought it to a hundred
trees to an acre) was how woul d he handle the area from here
on out. He said, “Well, first | would control burn it and
then with reasonable intelligence you could make it do
thereafter.”

Dr. Cary was interested in fire control. Didfire rage pretty
much out of control in this area?

That’s right. W contributed [sic] it to the cattlenen. |
guess that was so. W had a lot of fire when it got started.
But he was a firmbeliever in controlled burning.

He made that statenment in the face of firm opposition.

Yes, that’'s right, he believed in it.

When he first contacted you did he wite you and rmake an
appoi ntnment or did he just walk in and introduce hinsel f?
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I got in touch with him | had heard of himand I got in
touch with himand told himwhen he was in this area that we
would like to see him that we would Iike to discuss things
and go over problens with him He told nme the next tine he
was down (he was then with the Agricultural Departnent |
believe as a | oggi ng engineer). He cane, he saw us, we tal ked
and then | made arrangenents for himto cone here with the
State Forester, Col. Bunker, the Al abanma State Forester and
that was the first visit he nade in our properties. He had
made prelimnary ones but he and Col. Bunker spent several
days going over the property. Now | don't know if — Brooks,
were you in on that? /Yes/ | know there was M. Neal and we
were just going around giving hima general view

Did he make his visits annually after that?

He made themoften. Al so after he retired from gover nment
servi ce he was retai ned by us.

Was he here with Mss Gerry?

Ch yes. Mss Eloise Gerry. Her interest was naval stores.
W were not interested in naval stores; they were here

toget her but we were not interested in her work. | renenber
one night I went down to get Dr. Cary when he was a Century.
He had been down there for a lecture, he and Mss CGerry. They
| ectured jointly at Century, the hone of the Al ger-Sullivan
Lunber Co., a large operation just over the line in Florida.
After they got through with their lectures he told ne he was
comng to Brewmton, was going to nmy hone to stay and was goi ng
to spend sone tinme in Brewton going around | ooking. M ss
Cerry could cone to the hotel and stay or go out and do what
she wanted to. After the lecture he said to her, “Now, I'm
going off to Brewton with McMIlan. You pack up, bring this
stuff with you, cone on the noon train tonorrow and go to the
hotel .”

He stayed with you when he was here?

Yes. He was not only a good forester, he was a food faddist.
He would go into the roomand | ook down at the neal that was
on the table. It wasn’'t being served in style but all that we
were going to have was on the table. He would stand up at the
tabl e and | ook over everything and inspect it and then say to
my wife, “Wll, Ms. MMIlan, this is a well balanced neal.”
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He nmentioned frequently in his letter that he was ill.
recall any time he didn't seem hinsel f?

Do you

Never .
M. Lanbert?
No. He was very heal thy and robust.

| don’t remenber any details. | can't give you the details of
just how his drinking wne cane about. He took wine and it
hel ped him naybe it was prescribed for himwhile he was in
France or sonme tine. He told ne that is where he |iked w ne
and |l earned to drink wine. Because of prohibition he couldn't
get wi ne and when he was at ny house he found that we had
homenmade strawberry wine that he liked. Fromthat tine
whenever he wanted it | kept himsupplied with it. | sent it
to himas “strawberry juice.” He lived with his cousins, he
said, in Starke, Florida and he said that his cousins didn't
like for himto have wine but that he was going to have it
anyway.

He felt that industry’ s business should be left to industry,
someti mes agai nst general forest service policy; was industry
very conscious of his position on this?

Ch yes. W didn't have any forest service here as | recall.
We didn't have any governnent foresters to cone around except
Dr. Cary. He was the only one we ever invited at that tine.
He was first.

It has been said frequently by foresters and operators that he
gave themtheir start. How do you feel about that, M.
Lanmbert ?

I think he certainly gave nany their start in forestry.
How? Did he have the know edge and informati on that gave so
many a start?

Yes. He knew how to handl e stands of tinmber. He would go out
and show us how to put it on a sustained yield. He would mark
the trees that should cone out, teach us how to get the age of
trees, cruising and how to nmanage it.

| believe you said that M. MIler was conscious of a need for
sustained yield by 1912.

He was conscious of it before that tinme. Let me give you this
on M. MIller. Now M. MIller was just brought up init. He
couldn’t read or wite but he could tell you the cubicle
contents of a tree of a stick of tinber.
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M. MIller was principally a lunber or tinber producer, for
export. He wanted to get as much of that tree as he could

wi thout the scales and guts, cutting it up into boards and

di mensi ons of that kind he cut it into square tinbers and
floated it down the creek. He rafted it and nature took it to
shi pside in Pensacola. There it was exported. M. Mller was
a natural forester. Wen he started in the norning and then
he woul d take his logging crew out into the woods and show
themthe trees that he wanted cut. Then he wouldn’t |let them
top them he was just cutting trees. Next norning he would get
his sawm ||l going. Then he would | eave that to the foreman
and would go out in the woods with the | ogging crew and show
them where to cut it off to get the nost cubic feet out of
that log that would go to nake square tinber. He sold by the
cubi c foot.

Was he ahead of others in seeing that he had to have forestry
to continue to operate?

Yes, he did. And they had another thing that cane in here.

W had to have forestry [..?]. It wasn't so nmuch froma
forestry standpoint as it was a production standpoint. Al
the logs that canme to this mill until 1904 cane by water and

they had to float and that was the only |ogs that were cut.
Any | ogs that were cut and that wouldn’t float they got docked
for it.

Because so nmany operators becane conscious that they needed a
sustain yield not until the 1920s | was very interested to
learn M. MIler had the idea so far back

In 1912, as | have told you, turned over to ne, | don’t mnean
turned over to ne, but put nme to going out and buying tinber.
He and I would go out in the woods and he woul d show ne how to
estimate how nuch tinber there was on the | and, how nuch the

| and was worth. He told ne at that tinme that if this business
was going to continue as the T. R MIller MII Co. that we
were going to have to grow the tinber. That the tine was

com ng when you couldn’t buy it. At that tinme you could buy
anyt hing you wanted, there was tinber everywhere.

Possibly that early realization was hel ped by the fact that he
was a native.

He wouldn’t let a skidder come in his woods. He wouldn't |et
— and we were cutting virgin tinber then — he wouldn't let a
ski dder conme in. Everything was done by oxen. And he
wouldn’t et a turpentine axe cone in.
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Are you familiar with the Tonbi gbee tract that the governnent
proposed to buy in the early 1930s?

I don’t know anythi ng about that area.

How di d you and your conpany stand on government acquisition?
Were you interested in seeing the governnment buying | and?

| arranged a purchase for themw th a nan naned Craner

What did you think the advantage would be in the governnent
pur chase of | and?

Well they had the Iand that wasn’t being protected, it wasn't
bei ng anything, it was just being skidder |ogged and it was
just going to waste and burning. It wasn't com ng back. It
was ruining the forest. And we thought that if the governnent
took it over, bought it and protected it — now we didn't have
it — they noney to do that. | bought thousands of acres for
them at $3 an acre and | ess.

Who was doing the cutting then
your sel ves?

| ar ge conpanies |ike

Yes they were. But they weren't burning. The sheep and the
cattl e owners were burning but the conpanies were just
t hi nki ng about cutting out and getting out.

They used the skidders.

Were those conpanies |locally owned or by outsiders?
smal | ?

Were t hey

No, they were not small. There was the Horseshoe Lunber Co.,
Bagdad Land and Lunber Co., Bagdad Land and Lunber Co. was the
bi ggest. They were the ones that were cutting the | ands we
were interested in seeing protected.

Did many of the conpanies feel the way you did about that?

I don’'t know. | know when Bagdad sold their |ands, severa
hundred t housand acres, that was in Al abama and Florida right
on the line. The lands that St. Regis own now in Santo Rosa,
Fl orida, were owned by a man nanmed Pace. M. Pace wanted to
sell to the governnent and the governnent wouldn't buy it.
renenber himtalking to me and saying he wanted to sell it but
af terwards he organi zed a paper conpany and put his lands in
and then he began protecting it. It had been all turpentined
and that’s now the St. Regis paper conpany and the | ands are
al |l productive now.
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Cetting back to Dr. Cary. He would return about annually and
check all the plots you had laid out?

Not exactly annually. W would skip. W would have in
several and would try to check about every 5 years so we could
get a true picture of the growth.

Do you remenber his notes?

Oh yes. | renenber one tinme we cane back in the office. The
girl had typed his notes but there was one paragraph she
couldn’t read. There wasn't anybody in the office that was
going to ask himwhat it was so | got up enough nerve to ask
him He said, “Aw, anybody ought to be able to read that;
‘the last hard fire ran through here in 1935."” He wote it
while we were touring in the car

Your trips in the woods were limted to a day?
That’ s right.
You laid off sanple plots and took conpl ete neasurenents?

Every tree. Dianmeter breast high, how high to the first green
linmb, total height, just described that tree fully in your
notes, and then we would tag it with an alum numtag and we
woul d nmention it was tagged on the north side of the tree, the
south or east, whichever side of the tree we put the tag on

At that time we weren’t using a bandsaw and it was all right

to use a six-penny nail. | brought in sone not |Iong ago and
M. Mac said you had better cut all those trees down or
somebody will bring themthrough the mll and hit themwth a
bandsaw.

He used to hold neetings and lectures. D d he hold any here
that you recall?

Not here. |t was all individual work here. He had, as | told
you, a neeting at Century. | went to that.

WIIl you, M. McMIlan, describe himpersonally, and M.
Lanbert will you add anything you can think of.

He was of nmediumheight. A little on the stocky side, |I would
say. He was stout. Looked robust. W re a beard and a
mustache. He liked to snoke. He snoked cigars and never
knocked any ashes off his vest. |[If he burned that cigar clean
down and if you would stick hima cigarette between his thunb
and finger, already lit, he would go right on snoking, never

t hi nki ng.
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He has been described frequently as a nan with a single track
mnd. Did you notice that about hinf

Yes, | did. He wanted to finish what he had undertaken.
M. MMIlan, do you recall any outstanding personal features?

Yes, | renmenber one evening he and Col. Bunker, the State
Forester, were going to have dinner. They were at the hotel.
They hadn’t begun coning around to ny house and staying wth
me so nmuch. They were at the hotel and that Sunday afternoon
we had been out riding with himand he was coning to the house
for supper, you would call it dinner. Ms. MMIlan's nother
lived across the street, and there was a | ady who was very
prim nice |looking. And she told this |ady, who was Ms.

Gunn, who by the way, is in a honme in Lakel and, Florida now
and was the county health nurse. She invited her to come over
and have supper with these two distingui shed | unbernen, Dr.
Cary and Col. Bunker. Well, Ms. @Gunn dressed up |ike she was
going to a ball or a party or a dinner party. Anyway, she was
dressed and Dr. Cary canme in just in his regular clothes that
he was wearing every day. Col. Bunker had on his — | don’t
know what you would call it, a tinber suit or what kind of

uni form — but he had on his woods clothes too. They didn't
pay any attention to her and all through the supper they were
talking tinber and forestry. They didn’'t pay any attention to
her. Col. Bunker was a wi dower and | didn't know then that

Dr. Cary was a widower, | thought he was a bachelor. But
there wasn’'t any attention paid that tine to anything but
their nmeal eating and the forestry program

You never heard Dr. Cary nmention his marriage?

I never did.

VWhat did you learn of that later?

Wll, ny recollectionis it was Dr. Chapman, H H. Chapman of

Yal e, who for years, as long as he could do it, would cone
t hrough Brewton and woul d go over the forestry programwth

M. Lanbert after Dr. Cary’s death, and he could still cone
back if he would, and he knew it, on a retainer. He is
retired. It is ny recollection that Dr. Chapman — he either

went to school to Dr. Cary or Dr. Chapnman taught Dr. Cary —
one or the other they were contenporaries in that way. Dr.
Chapman asked ne if | knew that Dr. Cary had ever been married
and | told himno that | had always known himand referred to
himas a bachelor. It seens that Dr. Cary was out on the west
coast on an occasion and while he was there he canme in contact
wth a
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or learned of a former girlhood and boyhood rel ationship with
this lady who was ill of tuberculosis and who had no one to
take care of her or nothing. And they say that Dr. Cary
contacted her and saw her condition and asked her to I et him
marry her so that he could take care of her. She was an

i nvalid, bedridden, but he married her and stayed with her
until she died.

Did you ever refer to himas a bachelor in his presence and
have himfail to deny it?

No.

How di d the many | unbernen and foresters you knew seemto fee
about Dr. Cary?

They held himin the highest regards. Everybody that ever
came in contact with Dr. Cary held himas just the tops. He
knew nore about it than anyone el se we ever cane in contact
with, than they or we had cone in contact with.

Were you famliar with his handbook? D d you use it, M.
Lanmbert ?

H s Wodsman’s Manual ? Yes. | read it over and over and
over. \When we would go out to work he would have that wall et
with his dianmeter tape and that Wodsman’s Manual in that
wal l et. And a hand- hatchet on one occasion and cl eaned up the
tape — it was full of turpentine — and he said, “Ch boy, this
is the place you can really get things done.” | had that

steel tape all shiny and pretty so you could [..?] all the
spaces and he |iked that.

Did many practical woodsnmen use his book?
I don’'t know. Al of our boys do.

Dr. Cary got these for ne. That's the first increment borer
that | ever had and that’s the woodsman’s magni fying glass. |
don’t know if you ever saw one. That glass is bound with

| eather. He got those for ne. | keep them polished up but I
have used these ever since.
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